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Myanmar Junta Frees Six Celebrities
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 March 2022

Myanmar’s junta on Wednesday pardoned and released six celebrities, including acting
couple Eaindra Kyaw Zin and Pyay Ti Oo, actor Lu Min and model-actor Paing Takhon, who
were arrested for opposing military rule.

The junta announced that the four, who have been detained for nearly a year, will be
pardoned “to participate in state-building affairs with their performing arts”.

Their families confirmed the releases.

Eaindra Kyaw Zin, Pyay Ti Oo and Paing Takhon, 24, were arrested in April last year and Lu
Min was seized in late February last year for participating in anti-regime protests and
supporting the civil disobedience movement against the regime.

They have been held in Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison with thousands of other political
prisoners and sentenced to three years in prison in December under incitement charges.

On Wednesday the junta also pardoned beauty blogger Win Min Than, who was jailed on
incitement charges. She has been held in Insein since April last year and was given a three-
year sentence in December.

The junta’s announcement said Win Min Than still faces a case under the Unlawful
Associations Act for joining the anti-regime movement.

Award-winning film director Htun Zaw Win, also known as Wyne, who was arrested last
month after returning from hiding to his Yangon home, was also released on Wednesday.
The junta said it had dropped the case against him.

Singers Saw Phoe Khwar and Po Po, actor Ye Tike and filmmaker Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi remain
in custody.

More than 9,400 people, including writers, activists, politicians, pro-democracy protesters
and student activists, are still being held by the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-frees-six-celebrities.html

Leaked document confirms Myanmar junta is arming anti-resistance militias

The regime has long denied backing Pyu Saw Htee militia groups terrorising civilians in
Sagaing and other regions

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Mar 2, 2022

Leaked documents seen by Myanmar Now have confirmed what resistance groups have
long claimed—that Myanmar’s military junta has been arming militia groups as part of its
effort to crush anti-regime forces.
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Pyu Saw Htee members are seen after surrendering
to resistance forces in Magway Region’s Htilin
Township in October 2021 (YDF)

Minutes from a meeting between coup leader Min
Aung Hlaing and the country’s junta-appointed chief
ministers, held in Naypyitaw on February 13, show
that 77 military-backed militias have been created in
Sagaing Region alone.

Myat Kyaw, the chief minister of the restive region, reported that the groups were
supporting regime forces facing strong resistance from “terrorists” opposed to last year’s
coup.

“Seventy-seven people’s militias have been formed in villages and equipped with 2,080
firearms to support the army and the police force,” he said, according to the meeting’s
minutes.

These groups were needed, he added, because more than a year after last February’s coup,
the regime has yet to gain full control over the region.

In addition to arming pro-regime villagers, he also suggested that male government staff be
given weapons and military training, the minutes show.

The “people’s militias”—or Pyu Saw Htee, as they are commonly known—have been
deployed in many parts of Sagaing where armed resistance groups have been most active,
including Kalay, Pale, Kanbalu, Taze, and Mingin townships.

Pyu Saw Htee groups have been accused of terrorising residents of villages targeted by the
regime and stealing or destroying their property.

Early last month, for instance, a group of around 100 soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
members raided the village of Min Taing Pin in Pale Township, killing four villagers and
looting truckloads of valuables during a three-day rampage.

Even after fleeing their homes, villagers continue to be harassed by Pyu Saw Htee mobs.
Residents of Kaing Twin, another village in Pale Township where nearly 100 homes were
burned down on February 4, say Pyu Saw Htee members later returned to rob them of food
and other supplies donated by people living in nearby villages.

On Monday, Pyu Saw Htee members also took part in a series of raids in neighbouring
Magway Region, killing nearly a dozen people in three villages in Gangaw Township.

Pyu Saw Htee militias have also been accused of holding villagers hostage. Last Wednesday,
the Pale People’s Defence Force (PDF) said it rescued 40 residents of Zee Phyu Kone, a
village occupied by junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee members.

According to the leader of the Pale PDF, who calls himself Naga, the captured civilians were
pressured to join pro-military militias. Those who refused were shot, he said.
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To counter the regime’s efforts to increase the Pyu Saw Htee presence, local resistance
forces have recently begun targeting training centres for the militia groups. Last week, a
coalition of three PDF groups attacked a police station used for this purpose in Magway’s
Pauk Township, killing five, according to resistance sources.

The regime has increased its reliance on militias because of a steady decline in the number
of regular troops and informants at its disposal, according to Nay Htun, a member of the
Kalay PDF in Taze Township.

“Their troop numbers have fallen and they can’t rely on informants like before. That’s why
they have equipped civilians and are making them kill each other,” he said.

The militias are also part of the regime’s psychological warfare effort in northern Myanmar.
Late last year, it began using military aircraft to drop propaganda flyers claiming that more
than 100 militia groups with some 3,000 members had been equipped with firearms.

The junta has denied that soldiers and the Pyu Saw Htee are responsible for arson attacks
and massacres carried out against civilians in conflict areas. In press releases, it has claimed
that resistance fighters were the real perpetrators of these crimes.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/leaked-document-confirms-myanmar-junta-is-
arming-anti-resistance-militias

Locals say ‘half of their village is gone’ as Myanmar army follows airstrike with arson
attack in Sagaing

An estimated 100 homes are burned down in Thapyay Aye, one of the first villages in
Myanmar to take up arms against the junta following the February 2021 coup

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on Mar 2, 2022

Houses are seen burning in Thapyay Aye village on
February 28 (Supplied)

More than 100 homes were torched by junta troops
in Thapyay Aye after the village in Sagaing Region’s
Yinmabin Township was targeted in an air attack on
Monday, locals said.

After military aircraft fired guns on the community,
a helicopter dropped off nearly 60 soldiers, who proceeded to set fire to houses in Thapyay
Aye.

“Over 100 houses might have been lost as the whole western side of the village is gone and
the village originally had only over 200 houses,” a resident of Thapyay Aye said, adding,
“Half of the village is gone now.”

A clash took place between the soldiers and local anti-junta defence forces at around 6pm
on Tuesday, locals said.
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“The battle last night was very serious,” another resident of Thapyay Aye told Myanmar
Now. “The military stopped firing gunshots after the defence force fired an artillery shell at
them.”

At the time of reporting, the troops were still occupying the village and staying in its
monastery and locals who had fled were unable to return.

Prior to the attack on Thapyay Aye, the military had carried out an airstrike and three-day
raid on Chinpone, some 10 miles away, during which they held hundreds of locals captive,
including dozens of young children, and killed at least nine people.

As the soldiers left Chinpone on Monday, helicopters reportedly took them in the direction
of Thapyay Aye.

In addition to residents from Thapyay Aye, thousands of locals from Kyauk Pyoke, Moe
Kaung and Obo villages were displaced by the attacks.

The remains of the destroyed houses in Thapyay Aye
village are seen on the morning of March 1 (Supplied)

In April last year, the military had attempted to arrest
the head monk of Thapyay Aye monastery who was
known to have led anti-dictatorship activities in
Yinmabin Township. Locals fought back against the
troops usmg muskets and handmade weapons in what was later described as the “Thapyay
Aye Battles.”

The village was one of the first places in the country where armed resistance against the
junta flared in the wake of last year’s coup.

The military has been carrying out violent raids on villages and torching homes in Sagaing
and Magway regions as well as Chin and Karenni states.

Local defence forces say that the attacks are an attempt by the junta to stop local support
for the resistance.

“The military has been instilling fear into the people to leave them poor and starving so that
they are not able to focus on the revolution,” another local from Yinmabin Township said.
“Do not give into the fear. The people must unite as one.”

Data for Myanmar, an organisation that has been collecting information on the junta’s
activities since the coup in February last year, reported last week that more than 5,230
homes had been destroyed by the military during this period. Half were in Sagaing Region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-say-half-of-their-village-is-gone-as-
myanmar-army-follows-airstrike-with-arson-attack-in
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Junta Jets Bomb Villages as Fighting in Northern Myanmar Intensifies
By THE IRRAWADDY |2 March 2022

Junta jets launched airstrikes four times in February in Myanmar’s northernmost township
of Putao in Kachin State, where clashes between regime troops and the combined forces of
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and local People’s Defense Forces (PDF) have been
ongoing for a month.

The latest airstrikes took place in Sum Pi Yang in Putao.

“The junta launched airstrikes on Shanegut Bum Hill in Sum Pi Yang, where fighting
intensified on the ground on Tuesday,” said Colonel Naw Bu, the KIA’s spokesperson.

Col. Naw Bu told The Irrawaddy that junta jets have been in action four times since February
3.

Military tensions remain high in Putao with hundreds of displaced villagers from Sum Pi
Yang, Lon Sha Yang and N’si Yang still sheltering in the forest, according to locals.

A few villagers managed to reach Putao Town or Myitkyina, the Kachin capital, which is 330
kilometres south of Putao.

However, locals said that most refugees fleeing Sum Pi Yang and Lon Sha Yang are unable to
pass military regime checkpoints.

While Putao saw the most serious fighting in Kachin in February, there were also fierce
clashes in the jade town of Hpakant, as well as in Bhamo and Mansi. Junta jets also launched
airstrikes against KIA bases in Hpakant and Tanai townships.

KIA spokesperson Col. Naw Bu didn’t disclose casualty figures, but local media reported that
at least 10 regime soldiers were killed on February 27 alone.

Last week, the road connecting Putao and Myitkyina was closed, causing a shortage of
goods in Putao and a spike in commodity prices, especially for petrol and diesel fuel.

On Wednesday, the road reopened but traffic was limited to goods and petrol trucks from
6am to 5pm, said Putao PDF, with only a driver and his assistant allowed on each vehicle.

Putao PDF warned traders not to transport any military-linked products such as beer
produced by military-backed breweries or military equipment and weapons.

For now, the people displaced by the clashes are unlikely to be able to return to their
villages.

“It may be difficult for the villagers to return to their homes at the moment. They will have
to wait and see how the situation develops as the other side’s [junta] troops are still in
those areas,” said Col. Naw Bu.

“People in the fighting areas must be careful whenever they travel. The junta uses civilian
vehicles to transport their goods and military equipment. Therefore we closed the road for
the people’s safety,” added Col. Naw Bu.
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Telecommunications are also restricted in Putao. Myanma Posts and Telecommunications
SIM cards barely work, while the Telenor network was shut down for a week until Tuesday.
The Ooredoo network has been inaccessible for two weeks, and only the Myanmar military-
backed Mytel network is currently accessible, according to a Putao resident who wished to
remain anonymous.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-jets-bomb-villages-as-fighting-in-northern-
myanmar-intensifies.html

Food Shortages in Western Myanmar as Regime Forces Block Access to Region
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 March 2022

Internally displaced persons (IDPs) and residents in Mindat, Kanpetlet and Thantlang
townships in southern Chin State are facing food shortages and rising food prices due to
junta forces blocking access roads.

The military regime has been attacking resistance groups in southern Chin State, and has cut
supply routes in Magwe Region’s Saw Township linked with Mindat, Kanpetlet and
Thantlang townships. As a result, locals are now running short of rice and other basic
foodstuffs, as well as medicines and other consumer goods.

“They have continuously blocked the roads. They barely allow food supplies to pass through.
As a result, food prices have almost doubled. Food supplies are also scarce and hard to buy.
Medicines are also hard to buy,” a Mindat resident told The Irrawaddy.

Junta soldiers have occasionally robbed food and medicine shipments as they were
transported to Chin State, he added. Since May, the military regime has blocked
humanitarian aid from reaching tens of thousands of people affected by the fighting in Chin
State.

“While we are having difficulties bringing in food, we also haven’t been able to grow any
food for months. So we are facing greater hardship. People who are sheltering at IDP camps
said food is now running out. We could not sell the elephant foot yam that we grew last
year because there was nothing to transport it with. Things have got harder. We are also not
growing elephant foot yam this year, so food shortages are expected in the coming
months,” said the Mindat resident.

Other locals also said that a food crisis is very likely to occur in Chin State if the junta
continues to block access roads.

The regime has also confiscated food supplies bound for Kanpetlet on many occasions, and
IDPs there are already going hungry.

Some 4,000 locals have been displaced in Kanpetlet since clashes broke out in the town
between the Chinland Defense Force and the Myanmar military last May.
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One Thantlang resident said: “There are some 270 people from around 60 households at the
IDP camp in our town. Food is running out because the regime has cut supply routes. IDPs
have no money and they barely receive donations. We need donors.”

Mountain-top Thantlang was heavily shelled by junta forces last year and over 200 houses
went up in flames, according to residents.

Over 21,000 people from five townships in Chin State fled their homes due to food
shortages last year, according to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA).

Some 218,900 people have been displaced by fighting in Chin, Kachin, Kayah, Karen, Mon
and Shan states as well as in Magwe, Sagaing and Tanintharyi regions, according to
UNOCHA.

The United Nations estimates that the number of people needing assistance will grow from
one million before last year’s coup to 14.4 million this year, including more than five million
children.

About 25 million people, or roughly half Myanmar’s population, could be living below the
national poverty line in 2022.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/food-shortages-in-western-myanmar-as-regime-
forces-block-access-to-region.html

More than 1,500 Paletwa residents have fled to India since the coup

By Mizzima | 02 March 2022

Photo: CJ

Since the February 2021 military coup, 1,557
Paletwa residents have been forced to flee to India
because of fighting between the military council

; forces and the local People's Defense Forces (PDFs)
| in Paletwa Township, Chin State.

mugoes s Refugees from Paletwa who have arrived in Mizoram
State, India, have been provided with food and shelter at 17 locations.

"After 2015, fighting broke out between the AA (Arakan Army) and the Myanmar military in

Paletwa. It displaced villagers who fled to the city. Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) camps

have been set up and provided for in both Paletwa and Samee townships. After the military
coup villagers no longer dared to come to the city. Instead, people gathered nearby and fled
abroad to Mizoram State", said a person assisting Paletwa refugees.

There are currently more than 30,000 Burmese refugees in the northeastern Indian state of
Mizoram, which borders Myanmar’s Chin State.
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"They ran away because they were afraid. There are arbitrary arrests of the residents.

“A pastor and twenty-five villagers who were arrested last month from Pawa village have
been arrested in Paletwa township on two counts. Residents do not dare to stay because
junta military troops arrest and beat them if they are suspicious of them”, a fugitive said.

The junta military council has currently closed the upper and lower town gates of Sami. This
has made it difficult to bring food into the town and more villagers are fleeing because they
worry that there will soon be a famine.

Although refugees in Mizoram are being supported and provided for by the Mizoram
government, churches, NGOs and the people of Mizoram, refugees living in the camps are
still facing difficulties.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/more-1500-paletwa-residents-have-fled-india-coup

Over 30 junta soldiers killed as resistance forces launch repeated attacks on military
convoy

Hundreds of villagers along the convoy’s route through Magway and Chin fled their
homes, while junta soldiers reportedly burned down four houses

Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 3, 2022

. Ajunta convoy seen on the Mindat-Matupi road in November
2021 (CDF)

i A coalition of resistance groups has said it killed at least 30

: junta soldiers and injured several others last month during
several ambushes against a supply convoy travelling between
Magway Region and Chin State.

The convoy of 16 trucks and around 150 soldiers left the village of Laung Shey in Magway’s
Saw Township on February 19 and travelled 33 miles to Kyin Dway village in the Chin
township of Kanpetlet before returning to Magway.

But local resistance fighters attacked the convoy a total of six times on both its outward and
return journeys, slowing its progress so that it took nine days to complete the trip.

“The military lost a great number of troops because we planned our attacks patiently,” said
a spokesperson for the Kanpetlet branch of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF), one of four
groups that attacked that convoy.

“We fired some great shots at them,” he added.
The convoy dropped soldiers and supplies in Kyin Dway before returning to Magway.

On February 28 it arrived at the village of Swae Lwae Kyin in Magway, which is about five
miles from Laung Shey, according to the CDF. But before it got there it came under attack by
People’s Defence Force (PDF) fighters near the village of Ma Sar Twi.
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Ten junta soldiers died in that attack, the Kanpetlet CDF said in a statement. Junta troops
piled the dead soldiers’ bodies inside a hut on a farm and set fire to the structure and the
surrounding huts, a spokesperson for the PDF in Laung Shey said.

A second PDF chapter from Magway’s Saw Township and the Chin National Army also took
part in the attacks.

As the military convoy approached the villages of Maw Chaung, Ma Sar Twi and New Hseng
Dot, over 800 people there fled their homes, the Kanpetlet CDF said. On Sunday soldiers
from the convoy burned down four homes in Maw Chaung, it added.

Other people fled their homes from the Magway Region villages of Swae Lwae Kyin, Nat
Kaung Kyin and Yin Kae on Sunday, the Laung Shey PDF spokesperson said.

On March 1, the convoy left Swae Lwae Kyin for Laung Shey, he said, adding that junta
soldiers took six residents of Swae Lwae Kyin hostage and used them as human shields to
avoid being attacked again.

“I heard two of the abducted villagers were released but | haven’t heard anything about the
others,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/over-30-junta-soldiers-killed-as-resistance-forces-
launch-repeated-attacks-on-military-convoy

Another 100 Homes Lost in Myanmar’s Thantlang as Regime Forces Torch Town Yet Again
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 March 2022

More than 100 houses in Thantlang burned down when military regime forces torched the
mountain-top town in western Myanmar’s Chin State for a reported 26th time in late
February.

Thantlang Placement Affairs Committee-IDPs, a local organization helping people displaced
from Thantlang, said in a statement released on Tuesday that 101 houses burned down on
Feb. 25 and 27 in the junta’s latest arson attack.

Thantlang has suffered from repeated arson attacks by regime forces since September last
year when large numbers of local armed resistance fighters in Chin State inflicted heavy
casualties on regime soldiers there.

In late October, junta troops burned down more than 160 houses in the town. Aerial photos
depicting smoke rising above a burning Thantlang shocked the world when they were
splashed in international media. The US condemned the attack.

Nestled in the mountains of Chin State, Thantlang had around 2,700 houses before the coup
in February 2021. Now, after repeated blazes set by regime forces over the past six months,
more than 1,000 of those houses are gone.
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Almost half of the structures in the mountain-top
town of Thantlang, Chin State, have been burned
down after 26 arson attacks by junta forces. /
Thantlang Placement Affairs Committee — IDPs help

A local Chin resistance fighter said regime troops are
stationed on a hill in the middle of the town, and
conduct the frequent arson attacks in order to keep

the ground around them clear.

“The resistance forces are fighting [with junta forces] every day in Thantlang. They want to
clear the ground so they know when the resistance fighters are close.”

However, he added that regime forces also burn houses in reprisal whenever one of their
fellow soldiers is killed.

An official from the Thantlang organization believed the regime’s repeated targeting of the
town could be due to the growing number of resistance fighters in the area, as the Chin
National Army, an armed wing of the Chin National Front—an anti-regime ethnic Chin
party—had gained strength in recent months.

“Regime forces are monitored closely by resistance fighters from the hills near Thantlang,”
the committee member said.

Thantlang residents have been forced to flee the town since September, when the arson
attacks started. Some have taken shelter in villages nearby, while some went to the Chin
State capital, Hakha.

Almost the whole of Thantlang’s population of 10,000 have been forced to abandon their
property and flee; the belongings of many have since been reduced to ashes. The town is
currently nearly deserted.

“This is the inhumane action of the military council. It is very bad,” the official from the aid
organization said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/another-100-homes-lost-in-myanmars-
thantlang-as-regime-forces-torch-town-yet-again.html

Myanmar junta to abolish six police depts, send officers to war

Police sources say the attempt to boost the military’s manpower may backfire,
speculating that officers may choose to defect rather than fight on the frontlines

Min Min | Published on Mar 2, 2022

The junta will soon dismantle six departments under Myanmar’s police and force the
officers into the military to bolster its fight against the anti-coup resistance movement,
multiple police sources told Myanmar Now.
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Police are pictured before carrying out a crackdown
on protesters in Yangon in February last year (EPA/
EFE)

The police sections due to be axed are those under
the “special departments” of maritime, aviation,
tourist, oil field, forestry and highway police forces.

A police officer in Naypyitaw told Myanmar Now on
Monday that the military had confirmed the plan to reassign the police officers from the six
departments to police battalions across the country supporting the military in their war
against anti-junta defence forces.

Police battalions are combat-trained and typically carry out general security duties; since
last year’s coup they have been involved in crackdowns on protests and clashes with the
armed resistance movement. As an institution, Myanmar’s police are part of the Ministry of
Home Affairs, which—in accordance with the army-drafted 2008 Constitution—was under
military control even prior to the coup.

The total number of staff affected was not confirmed at the time of reporting but is believed
to be in the low thousands.

“Everyone’s very afraid and worried now. | heard that they were going to relocate the
members of these police forces to police battalions as they are needing more manpower to
fight,” the police officer said on the condition of anonymity.

“I think more police officers are going to either defect or join the CDM,” he added, referring
to the Civil Disobedience Movement, a general strike which aims to topple the junta.

Some 7,000 members of Myanmar’s 80,000 police have joined the CDM since the February
2021 coup, according to the Myanmar Police CDM Channel, which is made up of such
officers.

They noted that the six police departments soon to be dismantled were formed during the
rule of ex-general Thein Sein, which lasted from 2011 until 2016—a move that intended to
give governmental positions to personnel who had transferred from the military.

Another officer participating in the CDM speculated to Myanmar Now that the military
council’s plan to dissolve the police forces in question could backfire, as many of the police
may reject the transfer into armed combat and abandon the armed forces.

“l think it’s safe to assume that at least one-fourth of those forces are going to defect and
join the CDM,” he said.

The military has also been bolstering its forces through support to the pro-army Pyu Saw
Htee militia network. According to the minutes from a February 13 meeting between coup
leader Min Aung Hlaing and junta chief ministers of Myanmar’s states and regions, the
military has formed and armed a total of 77 Pyu Saw Htee groups across the resistance
stronghold of Sagaing Region alone.
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Sagaing’s chief minister under the military Myat Kyaw reported that the militias were
needed because the junta has yet to gain full control over the region. In addition to arming
villagers supportive of the Myanmar army, the minutes show that he also suggested that
male government staff be given weapons and military training.

The shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has said that more than 9,000 soldiers and
police officers have been killed and some 5,300 injured in the last eight months of fighting
between resistance forces and the military.

Myanmar Now was not able to independently verify the NUG's figures.

The military council has not released any information on the deaths of police officers. Their
spokesperson, Zaw Min Tun, has not answered Myanmar Now’s calls on the issue.

Min Aung Hlaing was seen awarding medals to more than 4,000 members of the junta’s
police on January 4, Myanmar’s independence day. Among those who were honoured were
officers who were assassinated or killed during battles with the resistance.

A police second lieutenant was sentenced to three years in prison last month for allegedly
supporting the CDM. He had been detained since November last year and was convicted of
“violating the rules and regulations of the police force.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-to-abolish-six-police-depts-send-
officers-to-war

The junta’s war on humanitarian groups is bleeding Myanmar dry

MARCH 2, 2022 | By FRONTIER

‘F‘-“'! ¢ E A donor gives blood at the National Blood Center in
ha ., N | _{ "‘\__

el 2020 (Frontier)

With most charity groups in hiding and regular blood
donors afraid or unwilling to donate at state-run
facilities, illegal “blood brokers” are increasingly
preying on those in need amid a blood shortage.

“ Instead of resting, 60-year-old U Maung spent the days

before his heart surgery in a frantic search for five units of A-positive blood. His cardiologist
at Yangon’s Ar Yu International Hospital said he needed to secure the blood before his
operation, planned for February 2.

Since last year’s coup, blood donations at public hospitals and at the state-run National
Blood Centre in Yangon have dropped dramatically. Supplies had already been declining
throughout the pandemic, but with the junta targeting humanitarian groups that collect
blood donations and frightening people from interacting with any state facilities, supplies
are now critically low, blood donation associations and regular donors say.
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Due to the low supplies and a lack of donors, U Maung’s family was still one unit short on
February 1. Desperate, they turned to Ko Hla Oo, a close family friend whose father is U
Maung’s best friend.

Hla Oo contacted friends of his at independent charity blood donation groups and at Yangon
monasteries, where Buddhist monks often serve as emergency donors. By the end of the
day, however, he was still empty-handed.

“l was at a loss,” Hla Oo told Frontier.

In the end, U Maung and Hla Oo lucked out. Less than seven hours before the operation, a
close friend of Hla Oo’s posted an appeal on a Facebook blood donation group. Just four
hours before U Maung’s surgery, a 28-year-old male from Yangon’s Thingangyun Township
finally contacted Hla Oo with good news: he was A-positive, fully vaccinated and ready to
donate.

“All | could do was sigh with relief,” Hla Oo said.
The man came immediately to Ar Yu.

“We got the unit of blood in time for his surgery,” Hla Oo said. “It was a narrow escape
indeed.”

For many others, however, that last minute donation never comes — or it comes at a high
price. Low supplies and resistance to working with junta-run institutions have led many
patients and their families, like U Maung’s, to rely on word-of-mouth and online social
networks for critical blood donations. These informal networks have opened cracks for
nefarious “blood brokers” to game the system, gouging desperate families in their times of
greatest need.

People donate blood at the National Blood Center in
2020. Donations dropped during COVID-19 and then
again after the coup. (Frontier)

Donorship down

In 2019, the NBC received nearly 300 donors a day and

‘ sent more than 9,000 units of blood to hospitals across
the city every month according to records it has made public online. During the pandemic,
these numbers both dropped by more than half. Throughout 2020 the centre issued urgent
appeals for healthy adults to donate amid a sharp decline caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, often spreading the message through the press.

The centre is no longer publishing donation numbers and since the coup, NBC Deputy
Director Dr Thida Aung has refused to speak to the media. Regular NBC donors, however,
told Frontier they’ve witnessed donations drying up, dropping significantly from what was
already a low point.
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“The number of people who donate blood at the NBC decreased when COVID-19 began
spreading in the country, but that number has fallen dramatically since the coup,” said Ko
Aung Ko Ko, a regular donor from Yangon’s Tarmwe Township.

Aung Ko Ko said he has donated 26 times in his life, including 14 times at the NBC. He said
when he went in August 2019, there were nearly 70 other donors at the NBC. He saw only
11 when he went in September 2021 and only four when he went in January this year.
Multiple other donors also told Frontier the number of donors dropped during COVID-19
and dropped again after the coup.

“We’re having a hard time because the military has been targeting humanitarian groups,”
said Ko Zaw Zaw Aung, a regular donor from Yangon’s Thaketa Township.

In previous years, as much as 70 percent of the centre’s blood supplies had come from such
charity groups. Since the coup the military has reportedly arrested charity workers on
multiple occasions, either for providing healthcare to wounded protesters or for trying to
treat people for COVID-19 outside of state-run institutions.

Even in the midst of Myanmar’s devastating Delta wave in 2021, security forces cracked
down on parallel health institutions, going as far as while as many

“Before the coup, it was possible [in an emergency] for people to donate blood 24 hours a
day, but now, with the junta’s nightly curfew, this is not the case,” Zaw Zaw Aung added.
“We can no longer donate blood to patients who need blood units urgently [at night].”

U Aung Soe, the leader of a charity blood donor group in Yangon’s Thingangyun Township,
estimated some 70pc of the 100-plus blood donation groups that operated before the coup
have ceased operating.

“Junta soldiers arrest every young person that tries to donate, accusing them without
reason of having ties to the People’s Defence Forces,” he said, referring to the armed groups
that have sprung up across the country in armed resistance to military rule. “As a result,
their parents don’t dare let them donate blood — which has led to the current crisis.”

His own group has seen its pool of regular donors dwindle from 500 to just 75.

“The unmet need for blood at hospitals increased after the coup d’état, after most donation
groups and associations stopped operating,” said the leader of a different donor group that
is still operating in Yangon’s Thingangyun Township who spoke on condition of anonymity
due to safety concerns.

While most donors are avoiding junta-run facilities, some are still attracting a few donors.
Ko Tin Maung Oo, a 35-year-old South Okkalapa donor, said he doesn’t want to wait the
four or five hours it usually takes to donate at private hospitals.

“Drawing blood at the NBC takes about just 30 minutes,” he said. “Donating blood at
hospitals takes a long time — sometimes we’d wait the whole day to donate.”
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The time discrepancy has to do with different methods of testing blood for infectious
diseases. Private hospitals typically test the blood first, and donors can wait hours for their
results. If they are clear, only then do they collect more blood to donate. In contrast, the
NBC takes the blood first, allowing the donors to leave, and then tests it before delivering it
to the patients.

Of the 20 regular blood donors Frontier spoke to in the first two weeks of February, 10 had
only donated directly to someone in need, five had only donated to the NBC, three had
donated to both and two had stopped donating altogether after their parents forbade it.

“The number of individual donors is declining, and the number of blood brokers around
hospitals is increasing,” the Thingangyun group leader said.

Government healthcare workers go on strike to protest
the 2021 coup. Sources say the blood broker problem
has surged since the military takeover. (AFP)

Finders’ fees

Though numbers are hard to come by because of the
practice’s illicit nature, individual blood donors and
charity donation group volunteers told Frontier they’ve
seen the number of “blood brokers” increase since the coup.

These brokers hang out around hospitals and establish a rapport with staff, searching for
information on patients and what blood types they need. They then secure blood from
donors they find online while posing as patients and sell the supply on to the real patients at
exorbitant prices.

Sources say one unit —about a pint’s worth — of common blood types like O, A, B and AB-
positive sell for just under K100,000, or about US$56.62, while rarer blood types, like AB-
negative, can sell for between K500,000 and K700,000. But prices can also rise if brokers

sense they can get more.

“The broker sells at a price depending on the family’s need and means,” said U Thura Aung,
a member of a donation group in Thaketa. “They’ll raise the price if the family can afford it,
or if the patient is wealthy.”

In Yangon, sources said, brokers are generally concentrated around the city’s remaining
popular private hospitals. This is in part because many public hospitals have shut down due
to a lack of staff over the past year as a result of the nationwide Civil Disobedience
Movement following the coup, in which hundreds of thousands of public servants walked
off their jobs.

The issue of blood brokers is not a new problem. The National League for Democracy
government that was ousted in February 2021 had, in its previous term, investigated and
prosecuted blood brokers, said U Htay Kyi from a North Okkalapa donation group. He said
this crackdown led to a reduction in the practice, but it has surged again since the coup,
with many acting even more brazenly than in the past.
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“Now, no one arrests them, so they do whatever they want,” he said.

While Frontier could not independently verify that claim, multiple other charity groups also
confirmed that the practice was being reformed under the NLD but seems to have revived
under the junta.

Aung Soe, the leader of the Thingangyun group, said these brokers often impersonate
members of legitimate donation groups by wearing counterfeit badges or

clothing, misrepresenting themselves, then use the disguise to glean information about
those in need.

“They persuade staff at private hospitals. They used to say, ‘tell us how much blood you
want, and we will search for it and return,” he said. While some hospital staff are being
hoodwinked, Aung Soe also believes some are now working with the donors and taking a cut
of the profits.

In December, a broker contacted Thura Aung, from the donation group in Thaketa,
pretending to be a patient in need of one unit of AB-positive blood for an impending surgery
at a well-known private hospital in Hlaing Tharyar Township. When Thura Aung and a
volunteer donor met the broker at the hospital, he was unable to verify that he was a
patient, and they realised it was a scam. They soon found the real patient, delivering the
blood to him directly.

Thura Aung said the broker was planning to sell it for K450,000.

“We met directly with the patient who was urgently in need of blood at the hospital and we
donated the AB (RhD Positive) blood unit that he needed. No need to pay money,” Thura
Aung said.

But while this transaction was stopped, the broker never faced legal consequences. Thura
Aung said he believes hospitals are reluctant to report brokers because the media attention
it might bring could hurt their reputation. Frontier tried to contact officials from four private
hospitals and from the Myanmar Private Hospitals’ Association. Only one answered their
phone, the managing director of the hospital where Thura Aung encountered the blood
broker. She said the hospital has pursued no legal action against blood brokers and refused
to answer more questions about the issue.

The lack of action from hospitals and lack of faith in the police means that some charity
groups are attempting to take justice into their own hands. Aung Soe said his blood
donation group temporarily detained a broker for a few hours after catching him at a
private hospital in Sanchaung last year. They warned him not to return and to stop price
gouging but saw him at the hospital again just one month later.

Frontier tried contacting five blood brokers, whose phone numbers were provided by
charity groups. Three of the numbers were disconnected and the two others hung up as
soon as the reporter asked about the blood broker issue.
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This problem does not seem to be going away, either. Donors and would-be donors
that Frontier spoke with overwhelmingly said they feel more comfortable donating directly
to individuals in need and their families than to junta-run institutions.

“They no longer believe that blood given at the NBC or at public hospitals are reaching the
patients who need it, so they only donate directly [through Facebook groups or word-of-
mouth networks],” said Ko Min Aung, a donor from Sanchaung Township.

This will continue to expose donors and recipients to unscrupulous brokers taking advantage
of the breakdown of rule of law, but many donors seem willing to take that risk.

“Most young people are determined never to donate blood at military hospitals,” Min Aung
said.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-juntas-war-on-humanitarian-groups-is-bleeding-

myanmar-dry/

Robberies Increase In Shan State After Coup

By SHAN - March 2, 2022

Masked robbers have looted $56k from a bank in Hsipaw in northern Shan State.
KBZ bank

Police said they were still investigating and hadn’t
confirmed whether anyone was injured when three people
robbed the KBZ Bank at around 3pm on Monday.

After the heist, police arrived at the scene with soldiers
and ward administration officials. CCTV footage was being analysed and police were
guestioning residents in the area.

On Sunday, a telephone shop was robbed in Nawngkio Township on the Union Highway.

“No one was hurt, but the robbers took 6 mobile phones and over $300 from the phone
shop,” a man working for a social volunteer team told SHAN.

Since the military coup, crime has increased in the country.
“The political situation is unstable, COVID-19 has spread in our town, it’s difficult to find
work and at the same time robberies and petty thefts have increased, which makes us

worried about our safety,” said a woman from Nawngkio town.

In late January, thieves robbed gold jewellery and money from a gold shop in Bang Bwe in
Nawngkio Township. Police haven’t yet arrested anyone for the crime.
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https://english.shannews.org/archives/24721

Myitkyina To Putao Highway Reopens
KNG | 2nd March 2022
The entrance of Putao town, northern Kachin State

Putao residents can breathe a little easier after the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) announced that the
motorway from Myitkyina to the remote town in
northern Kachin State will reopen on 2 March for

trucks carrying food.

After the highway was closed for a week as the KIA, backed by a local People’s Defence
Force, fought the Burma Army in the region, the cost of rice, cooking oil, pork, chicken and
fuel rose dramatically in Putao, the small town in Burma’s north westernmost state.

A lorry driver who travelled between Myitkyina and Putao before the highway was closed
told KNG on condition of anonymity that he’d heard that no passenger vehicles will be
allowed when it opens, which has fallen under the control of the Kachin resistance groups
fighting to overthrow Burma’s military regime.

A local woman, who asked that her name not be published, said Putao had run out of petrol
and much of the food shipped north from the Kachin State capital to the town had run out.

What there was to buy was too expensive for most of the town’s residents. “That’s why the
road should be opened,” she explained.

The petrol stations in Putao have closed and only street stalls sell petroleum. A 300 ml
bottle of petrol has gone up from 56 cents to $4.50 and in the remote villages it’s even more
expensive.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/02/myitkyina-to-putao-highway-reopens/

US to Invite 'Nonpolitical' Myanmar Representative to ASEAN Summit

Reuters

FILE - A steward walks past the ASEAN logo during the
ASEAN Business and Investment Summit, a parallel event to
the ASEAN summit, in Nonthaburi, Thailand, Nov. 2, 2019.

WASHINGTON — The United States said Wednesday that it
I would follow the lead of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) by inviting a nonpolitical representative from military-ruled Myanmar to a
summit with the 10-country bloc in Washington this month.
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President Joe Biden plans to host a special summit of the United States and ASEAN leaders
March 28-29.

"The United States supports ASEAN’s decision to invite nonpolitical representatives from
Burma to high-level ASEAN events," a spokesperson for the U.S. State Department said,
using the former name for Myanmar.

"We similarly have decided to invite a nonpolitical representative from Burma to the
summit. The regime has failed to make meaningful progress on ASEAN's Five-Point
Consensus and should be held accountable," the official said.

The official did not respond when asked who the representative might be.

Late last year, ASEAN barred Myanmar's ruling junta from key meetings over its failure to
honor the plan agreed to with the bloc to end the conflict in the country that has killed
hundreds of civilians, displaced more than 300,000 people and triggered an exodus of
foreign firms.

ASEAN has since invited a nonpolitical Myanmar representative to meetings, but the junta
has declined, arguing that it is the legitimate authority.

ASEAN has not formally recognized the military government, which has been targeted by
sanctions imposed by the United States, Britain and the European Union, among others.

The White House summit is part of efforts to step up engagement with a region Washington
sees as critical to its efforts to push back against China's growing power.

The Biden administration has declared the Indo-Pacific and competition with China a
principal foreign policy focus, which it is keen to maintain despite the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-to-invite-nonpolitical-myanmar-representative-to-asean-
summit-/6467948.html

ASEAN Responds to Invasion of Ukraine
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 2 March 2022

Russia’s all-out invasion of Ukraine that began on Feb. 24 offers valuable lessons for the
countries in the region, which have often become the pitched geopolitical battleground for
the great powers. From now on, no matter how the Ukraine crisis ends, it will significantly
impact the security of Europe and lead to the emergence of a new order to which ASEAN
has to quickly adjust.

On Saturday, ASEAN was ready and issued a strongly worded statement towards one of its
strategic partners saying that they are “deeply concerned” over the evolving situation and
hostilities in Ukraine. The statement was released after Russian troops began military

assaults on key Ukrainian cities. Russia is one of the grouping’s nine strategic partners that
also comprise China, Japan, South Korea, India, Australia, New Zealand, the US and the EU.
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“We call on all relevant parties to exercise maximum restraint and make utmost effort to
pursue dialogues through all channels, including diplomatic means to contain the situation,
to de-escalate tensions, and to seek peaceful resolution in accordance with the international
laws, and the principles of the United Nations charter and the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia,” the statement read.

Before its release, it was circulated among all the 10-member countries including Myanmar.
Naypyitaw went along without any objection. However, before ASEAN’s common positions
were made public, key ASEAN members had already issued their own views. Indonesia and
Singapore condemned the military action by Russia. Other ASEAN members also expressed
concern to various degrees.

In a statement, a spokesperson of Singapore’s Foreign Ministry strongly condemned “any
unprovoked invasion of a sovereign country under any pretext”. He added Singapore is
“gravely concerned” by Russia’s “special military operation” in the Donbas region, and
reports of land and air attacks on multiple targets in Ukraine. “We reiterate that the
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Ukraine must be respected.”

Teuku Faizasyah, the Indonesian Foreign Ministry spokesperson, said that Indonesia is
concerned about the escalation of the armed conflict in Ukraine, which seriously endangers
the safety of the people and affects peace in the region. “[We] assert that international law
and the United Nations Charter on territorial integrity must be adhered to and condemn any
action that clearly constitutes a violation of the territory and sovereignty of a country,” said
Faizasyah. Indonesia, he added, still expects all parties to prioritize negotiations and
diplomacy to stop conflicts and encourage peaceful settlements.

Besides the ASEAN joint statement, Thailand made two additional comments. The first was a
short one at home and the other a more critical one at the UN headquarters in New York. In
his remarks at the UN’s 76th plenary session, Suriya Chinadawongse, Thailand’s
representative to the UN, expressed deep concern over the escalation of tensions
threatening international peace and security. Thailand also supports efforts to find a
peaceful settlement of the situation through dialogue in accordance with the UN charter
and international law, upholding the principles of sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Thailand supports the Minsk agreement—the ceasefire pact signed in 2015 between Kyiv
and Moscow as well as other UN efforts and regional mechanisms including the OSCE and
Normandy Format. Thailand is also concerned at the possible humanitarian consequences.

For Myanmar, it was doublespeak as it turned out. Zaw Min Tun, the military junta’s
spokesperson, said the Russian military had done what was justified for the sustainability of
their country’s sovereignty and showed its status as a powerful country for the balance of
world peace. Since the coup last February, Russia and the junta in Naypyitaw have further
strengthened their relationship especially in security cooperation. Russia is a major arms
exporter to Myanmar. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute,
between 1998-2018, Russia was the No. 1 arms supplier to all Southeast Asian countries.

Later this year, Russia’s relations with ASEAN and the wider Asia-Pacific region will be put to
the test internationally as Russian President Vladimir Putin is due to attend the ASEAN-
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related summits in Phnom Penh and the Asia Pacific Economic Leaders’ Meeting in Bangkok
in November. These two major events will place a marker or two on Russia’s role and profile
after the Ukraine debacle. It is difficult at this time to make any forecast.

For Thailand, the stakes are high as ever as the country is hosting the APEC summit.
Concerned authorities fear that major powers’ conflict could manifest itself on the APEC
platform. Before the official announcement was made on Feb. 11 that the US would host
next year’s APEC, some political dramas were played out at earlier senior official meetings in
Phuket to bar the US from assuming the chair.

As the host, Thailand is looking forward to welcoming all the leaders of 21 economies,
especially the US, China and Russia. When Thailand chaired APEC in 2003, His Majesty King
Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great welcomed three state guests—US President George W Bush,
Chinese President Hu Jintao and Putin. Of the three leaders, only Putin remains in power. He
is expected to attend the Bangkok summit this November.

Since it will be the first year of possible physical meetings among all leaders from 21
economies in the Asia Pacific which includes the US, Russia and China, Thailand wishes to
use this opportunity to herald a new economic development model for the world to see.
However, if the tensions in Ukraine continue without any possibility of a settlement, it could
directly impact the scheduled APEC leaders’ meeting, which has been set for Nov. 18 and
19.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/asean-responds-to-invasion-of-
ukraine.html

ASEAN response to Ukraine crisis a show of 'diplomatic cowardice'
The bloc's bland statement is baffling, analyst Zachary Abuza says.
A commentary by Zachary Abuza | 2022.03.02

A man wrapped in an Ukrainian national flag
watches news on his mobile phone as he sits at
Maidan Independence Square in Kyiv as Russia's
ground forces invaded Ukraine from several
directions, Feb. 24, 2022. AFP

The crisis in Ukraine has exposed how the
| Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
- ity == —once again —is divided as it fails to confront a

.

pressing security challenge head on and through a forceful and unified voice.
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Already riddled with divisions over Chinese aggression in the South China Sea, the
damming of the Mekong, the ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya, and the 2021 coup d’état
in Myanmar, ASEAN, through its toothless response to the Russian invasion, yet again is
proving inept in collectively addressing a security issue with potential implications for
Southeast Asia.

One would think that with the exception of Myanmar, whose junta totally relies on
Moscow for arms and diplomatic support, that Southeast Asian condemnation of Russia
would not be so fraught.

At the member-state level, the responses to Ukraine have ranged from Myanmar’s
unabashed endorsement of the invasion to more tepid ones from other ASEAN states,
and to remarkably forceful ones issued by the city-state of Singapore.

The response from Myanmar was beyond the pale, with the ruling generals stating that
“Russia’s invasion is an appropriate measure to preserve its sovereignty.”

In failing to condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, most Southeast Asian states are acting
in a way that ignores their long-term security interests — and, for the most part, out of
sheer diplomatic timidity.

! == Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the virtual

7 ASEAN-East Asia Summit, hosted by Brunei, via a video
link at his residence outside Moscow, Oct. 27, 2021.
Credit: Sputnik via ReutersThe stakes

Southeast Asia is comprised of small and medium-sized
states who rely on international law, the doctrine of
sovereign equality and the principles on the United
Nations that forbid the use of force to alter borders or interfere in the domestic politics
of another sovereign state.

Russia’s actions and justification for war have set a very dangerous precedent. That’s
pretty cut and dry.

And yet, the ASEAN states have largely equivocated, each for its own reason.

Singapore has been far ahead of the rest of its partners in the bloc. It immediately
condemned Russia’s attack on Ukraine. The Lion City has since announced a swath of
sanctions, including banking, SWIFT correspondence, the freeze on high-tech exports and
travel bans. It remains to be seen if Singapore’s sovereign wealth funds will follow the
lead of Norway and divest themselves of Russian assets.

Singaporean Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan has made clear what’s really at stake in
the crisis on the other side of the globe.

“We cannot accept one country attacking another without justification, arguing that its
independence was the result of ‘historical errors and crazy decisions' ... Unless we as a
country stand up for principles that are the very foundations for the independence and
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sovereignty of smaller nations, our own right to exist and prosper as a nation may
similarly be called into question,” he said.

Brunei and the Philippines belatedly condemned the attack. Indonesia has done so in its
own way without assigning blame to Russia, and making clear that it would not impose
any sanctions on Moscow.

Refugees try to stay warm after fleeing the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, at the Medyka border crossing
in Poland, Tuesday, March 1, 2022. Credit: AP

A joint statement put out by the ASEAN foreign
ministers on Feb. 28 made no mention of Russia’s
invasion of a sovereign state, let alone its targeting
of civilians and effort to capture Ukraine’s main
cities.

The statement called on both sides to “exercise maximum restraint,” ignoring that one
side was fighting for its very existence as a sovereign state.

This was an exercise in diplomatic cowardice.

As with the coup in Myanmar, many governments in Southeast Asia expected the
invasion of Ukraine to be over in a blink, too fast for them to be forced to make a stand.

But that hasn’t happened.

President Vladimir Putin planned a blitzkrieg attack, the quick encirclement of cities and
an immediate Ukrainian government surrender. The Russians never expected the
Ukrainians to put up such stiff resistance or the international community to be galvanized
in norm-shattering ways.

While the Ukrainians have fared relatively well in the opening days of the war, the
Russians have been changing their tactics: they are moving more deliberately and their
supply lines are tighter. They’'re aware that the losses suffered thus far are unsustainable.

More importantly, Russian forces and mercenaries are now targeting residential areas
and other non-military targets in a much more systematic way, including government
buildings, hospitals, and communications centers, according to news reports.

Air power, which Moscow barely resorted to in the early days of the invasion, is being
used more and more as the Russians deplete their supply of precision-guided munitions.
The Russians are now using gravity bombs, cluster munitions and thermobaric bombs,
greatly increasing the likelihood of civilian casualties.

Putin has no shortage of men and equipment that he will throw at Ukraine to install a
neutralized vassal state. Body bags returning home do not particularly affect him.

This is going to be a long drawn-out conflict.
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Civilians cross a river on a blown up bridge on Kyiv’s
northern front on March 1, 2022. Credit: AFP

China’s response
Of course, all of this has a bearing on China.

Beijing continues to back Moscow, despite some
apparent misgivings as the war threatens to be a
bloody affair, and one that is roiling international energy markets.

Beijing agrees that Ukraine is a sovereign state, but it also agrees that the European
country has limited sovereignty because of choices it has made and Russia’s "legitimate
security concerns."

Beijing has clearly betrayed its oft-stated commitment to the inviolability of state
sovereignty, something that all countries in Southeast Asia should note. Through
speaking out of both sides of its mouth and through its actions, China has thoroughly
embraced Russia’s doctrine of limited sovereignty.

China also blames the war on Washington and Brussels with their “Cold War mentality.”

It has promised to maintain normal trade with Russia and will not support international
sanctions on Moscow. With Russia being forced out of the SWIFT financial network,
Russia will become more dependent on the Chinese-run alternative, the Cross-Border
Interbank Payment System, though it will force Russia to rapidly increase the amount of
Chinese yuan that it uses in trade.

The liberal international order

The countries in Southeast Asia, meanwhile, must be prepared for a conflict in Ukraine
that will last years. They need to understand that Russia is willing to raze entire cities so
President Vladimir Putin does not have to humiliatingly seek a negotiated settlement.

States have to be sober in their assessment that, having entered this conflict with
maximalist aims, there is no off-ramp for Putin, who is far more likely to escalate the
conflict than accept defeat.

Which is why Southeast Asia’s equivocation is so baffling.

The international response to Russia’s illegal invasion should remind everyone why
President Vladimir Putin hated and feared the liberal international order so much, and
reinforce why it is in the interest of Southeast Asian states to begin to act in ways that
support their long-term security.

Zachary Abuza is a professor at the National War College in Washington and an adjunct
at Georgetown University. The views expressed here are his own and do not reflect the
position of the U.S. Department of Defense, the National War College, Georgetown
University or BenarNews.

https://www.rfa.org/english/commentaries/asean-ukraine-03022022084253.html
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