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Myanmar Junta Seizes Hundreds of Opponents’ Homes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 March 2022

Proving that it is even more ruthless than its predecessors, the Myanmar military regime led
by coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has seized hundreds of houses belonging to
individuals taking part in the anti-regime movement across the country, hoping to weaken
resistance to its rule.

In an unprecedented move, since seizing power on Feb. 1 last year the junta has targeted
properties owned by its opponents, mainly elected lawmakers and members of the National
League for Democracy (NLD), officials of the ousted NLD-led government, and
representatives of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG) and its parliamentary
committee the CRPH, but also political activists, striking civil servants, journalists, celebrities
and businessmen who have supported the resistance movement against the regime.

According to data compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP), an
advocacy group, at least 267 houses and other properties owned by individuals had been
seized by the junta as of Jan. 20, with nearly half of those belonging to NLD lawmakers and
members.

A spokesperson for the group said the actual number was likely much higher, as the number
of cases on the ground was likely underreported, and many reported cases were as yet
unverified.

“Going beyond [its predecessors], the current regime is finding more repressive ways to
intimidate individuals who join the revolution by targeting the homes and property they left
behind,” the AAPP spokesperson told The Irrawaddy.

Since last month, the regime has significantly stepped up its targeting of properties owned
by opponents of the coup, the spokesperson added. “We have seen junta forces
confiscating civilians’ property almost every day.”

By The Irrawaddy’s estimate, last month alone the junta sealed off houses and other
property owned by more than 100 civilians.

Among those whose homes were seized by the junta in February were veteran student
leader U Min Ko Naing, NLD Central Executive Committee member and lawmaker Daw May
Win Myint, NLD lawmaker Daw Thiri Yadanar, former political prisoner Ko Bo Tauk, three
NLD party supporters in Mon State’s Thaton, two residents of Khin-U in Sagaing, film
director Ko Pauk, celebrity vocalist couple Lynn Lynn and Chit Thu Wai, presenter Maung
Maung Aye, social influencer Ei Pencilo, and police major U Tin Min Tun, who left his job to
join the Civil Disobedience Movement against the regime. The office of the Mahar rescue
group in Mandalay was also seized.

Several businessmen and shop owners who joined the nationwide silent strike on Feb. 1 to
mark the anniversary of the coup were also arrested and their property seized.
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Ei Pencilo, who went into hiding after the junta issued a warrant for her arrest a few weeks
after the coup, wrote that she was not surprised by the junta’s seizure of her residence in
Yangon.

“It is nothing compared to the youths and civilians who have paid with their lives and are
sacrificing for the revolution,” she wrote, adding that it only made her more determined
that the revolution must succeed.

“They can seal off the house but they can’t break our revolutionary spirit,” she said.

Junta supporters and military-linked accounts on the Telegram messaging app have shared
private information of civilian supporters of the anti-regime movement, inciting violence
against them and encouraging their arrest and the confiscation of their property.

The junta has searched, raided and sealed off the houses of those identified as regime
opponents on the channel. After sealing off the houses and shops, junta forces place notices
at the entrance reading, “This land/building is sealed off for supporting the terrorist CRPH,
NUG and PDF.” The PDF, or People’s Defense Force, is a network of armed resistance groups
that supports the NUG.

The NUG described the regime’s seizure of citizens’ houses and other property as illegal and
an act of cowardice and repression against civilians, in a statement issued this week amid
the ongoing daily confiscations of private property by junta forces.

“Each and every [individual] involved in such illegal activities shall be held accountable,” it
added, calling on people to report all property seizures to the NUG’s Home Affairs Ministry,
along with information on those involved.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-seizes-hundreds-of-opponents-
homes.html

Myanmar Junta Has Torched Over 6,000 Civilian Homes Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 March 2022

Junta forces have torched at least 6,158 civilian homes in the 13 months since the Myanmar
military’s coup, mostly in areas where anti-regime resistance is the strongest. Sagaing
Region suffered nearly 60 per cent of the damage, according to independent research group
Data for Myanmar.

The houses were burned down in 165 places nationwide from February 1, 2021 to March 1
this year, said Data for Myanmar in its latest report.

Fighting between regime forces and People’s Defense Forces (PDF) continues across the
country, especially in Chin, Kayah, Karen and Kachin states and Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay
and Yangon regions. The resistance forces use guerrilla tactics and have inflicted heavy
casualties on junta troops.
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In retaliation, regime forces have increasingly carried out indiscriminate attacks on civilians,
including air and artillery strikes, arbitrary killings and massacres, burning people alive, using
civilians as human shields, and looting and burning houses.

Junta arson attacks on civilian homes began in May last year, and have intensified in recent
months.

Last month alone, 2,882 houses were burned down, which is nearly half of all properties
torched since the coup. In January, 1,059 homes were destroyed in arson attacks, while 960
homes were torched in December and 384 houses in November.

The properties were destroyed either in air and artillery strikes or were torched by regime
soldiers and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia.

On Wednesday, Moekaung Village in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township was torched,
following clashes between PDFs and junta forces, according to a member of a local PDF who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

“The fighting intensified yesterday [on Wednesday] and continued into the night. Junta
troops burned some houses and arrested some civilians, too. Some villagers were also
injured. People had to flee into the jungle,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Moekaung Village lies just to the north of Thapyayaye Village, which was completely
torched in a junta attack on February 28 that also saw two civilians killed.

Aerial view of Thapyayaye Village, Sagaing Region,
which was reduced to ashes in a junta arson attack on
February 28./ Myauk Yamar PDF

“An elderly woman in Thapyayaye who couldn’t run
away burned to death along with the village homes. A
man was shot to death from a helicopter,” said a
Yinmabin resident.

At least eleven Thapyayaye villagers were arrested, according to a statement on Thursday
from Myauk Yamar PDF.

In February, at least 30 junta soldiers were killed and more than 50 injured during 17
separate clashes with local PDFs, while two PDF fighters died and five were injured, said
Myauk Yamar PDF.

“Junta soldiers suffered huge casualties from our guerrilla and mine attacks. We didn’t even
need to use bullets. When they lost, they targeted innocent civilians,” added the PDF
member.

“They don’t understand how people have to struggle to survive, so they don’t care about
the people. They consider the villagers and villages as resistance to them. The villagers
homes were burned without reason and people have to restart their lives from zero when
their houses are destroyed,” he added.
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People from about a dozen villages, including Thapyayaye and Chin Pone villages, in
Yinmabin and nearby Kani Township have been forced to flee their homes, according to
Yinmabin residents.

In Chin State’s Thantlang, regime forces torched over 1,000 homes in 26 reported attacks
since September. 101 houses were burned down over two days on February 25 and 27, said
Thantlang Placement Affairs Committee-IDPs, a local organization helping people displaced
from Thantlang, in a statement on Tuesday. Mountain-top town Thantlang formerly had
around 2,700 houses.

Some 20 houses in Magwe’s Yesagyo Township were also torched by the junta on February
26, after a local PDF reportedly seized a junta-affiliated oil container in the area.

In total, the junta has burned down 3,689 civilian homes in Sagaing Region, 1,032 in Chin
State, 885 in Magwe Region and 311 homes in Kayah State, as well as dozens of others in
southern Shan State, Karen State and Mandalay, Tanintharyi and Bago regions, according to
Data for Myanmar.

The research group compiled their information from media reports, local rights groups and
refugee organizations. However, Data for Myanmar didn’t include information that has yet
to be verified, so the actual number of houses torched may be higher than the reported
figures.

The military regime’s spokesperson denied to media that the junta carried out arson attacks
on civilian homes.

As of Wednesday, junta forces have also killed 1,590 civilians and detained nearly 12,500
people since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-has-torched-over-6000-civilian-
homes-since-coup.html

Soldiers burn four local guerrillas alive in Sagaing’s Ye-U township

By Mizzima | 03 March 2022

Four local guerrillas were burned to death by Military
Council soldiers in Otpo village, in Sagaing’s Ye-U
Township, according to the Ye-U People's Defense Force
(PDF).

About 80 junta troops arrived at Otpo village on 28
February. On the morning of 1 March, four local
guerrillas entered the village to attack the soldiers with
landmines, but they were shot at and caught by soldiers who burned them to death,
according to the Ye-U PDF.
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A Ye-U PDF spokesperson said: "We wanted to know what the Military Council soldiers in
Otpo village were doing and, if the circumstances allowed it, we planned to set the
landmines. But, the military council soldiers shot them [the guerillas] and burned them to
death. Their bodies were buried in the evening."

Apparently, the bodies could only be taken away and buried after the Military Council
troops had left Otpo village for Taung Gwin village on the evening of 2 March.

Before they left a hand grenade was fired at the soldiers in Otpo village during the evening
of 2 March, but no casualties were reported.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/soldiers-burn-four-local-guerrillas-alive-sagaings-ye-u-
township

Junta forces continue ambushes on northwestern Myanmar villages by air

The military sends troops by helicopter to raid communities and detain and interrogate
villagers in two more Sagaing Region townships

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Mar 3, 2022

Two military helicopters seen during an exercise in
Ayeyarwady Region in February 2018 (EPA)

Two Sagaing Region townships came under fire by the
military on Tuesday as junta forces sent 100 troops by
air to villages in both Kyunhla and Wetlet, where they
carried out raids and detained locals.

In both incidents, villagers said that the attacks from
the air either trapped them on-site or forced them to flee immediately without their
belongings or loved ones.

The assaults, part of a pattern of strikes on villages where the military assumes anti-junta
defence forces are hiding, are reminiscent of an attack just days earlier on another Sagaing
Region village: Chinpone in Yinmabin Township. There, troops held more than 100 people,
including dozens of young children, hostage during a three-day raid and occupation that
followed an airstrike.

After leaving Chinpone by helicopter on Monday, the same soldiers were airlifted into
another Yinmabin village, Thapyay Aye, where they displaced the residents and burned
down an estimated half of their homes.

Kyunhla

Two fighter jets fired on Wai La Mu village, eight miles west of the Thaphan Seik dam in
Kyunhla Township on Tuesday morning, as the village’s local defence force was holding a
meeting in the community.
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More than 3,000 people from six area villages were displaced by the assault, including locals
from Kone See, Pae Pin Chaung, Taung Ni, Maw Tone and Thet Kei Kyin, in addition to Wai
La Mu.

“They repeatedly fired heavy weapons. It was worse outside of the village. They fired a lot of
shells into the woods, hoping to hit the resistance fighters,” a local man from Wai La Mu
told Myanmar Now.

Two civilians were reportedly injured in the airstrike.

Some 100 soldiers were then sent into the area in four helicopters from neighbouring Kone
See, and interrogated villagers who remained in Wai La Mu.

“They took the villagers to the monastery who were unable to run. | think it's some sort of a
hostage situation as they aren’t allowed to leave the monastery’s perimeters,” another local
man said.

Because the ambush came from above, a 70-year-old man from Pae Pin Chaung said that
locals had no time to gather their belongings before fleeing.

“We could at least make a legitimate plan when we had to flee two months ago,” he said,
referring to an attack by ground forces. “We weren’t able to plan this time as they attacked
from the air. Our entire family had to flee and we got seperated.”

Wetlet

A similar scenario unfolded in Wetlet later that day, where four helicopters again dropped
100 troops near the village of Kyauk Taing—eight miles from the Mandalay-Shwebo road—
on Tuesday afternoon.

Locals said that the soldiers searched the community house by house, destroying two
homes—including one that belonged to a parliamentarian—and detaining around 60 people
for interrogation, according to a man who managed to escape on Wednesday.

“They threatened to destroy the doors and break into the houses if the locals wouldn’t let
them in,” he said. “They also told the villagers to come back before 6pm or they would
shoot and kill anyone they saw outside the village, and then they took the villagers to the
monastery.”

“No other man has managed to escape yet. A group of men are being held inside a house in
the village and another group is being held at the school,” he added.

The exact number of captives was not known, but among them are reportedly children and
women.

Although locals from Kyauk Taing managed to escape as troops advanced overland to carry
out an earlier military raid in late July, this time they said that they were trapped, as the
soldiers arrived by air without warning.
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Soldiers in Kyauk Taing village are seen during the raid on
the village on March 1 (Supplied)

Occupation

& i L ¥ At the time of reporting, junta soldiers were still stationed
ﬁ e /AN N "7 in Kyauk Taing, as well as Wai La Mu in Kyunhla.

~

Several displaced locals from Kyunhla Township explained that they could not return to their
villages for this reason, and noted that three heavy artillery shells were heard being fired
from the Wai La Mu area on Wednesday morning.

The military council released a statement claiming that their forces had raided Wai La Mu
because they had heard that the People’s Defence Force (PDF) was in the village, resulting in
a clash. They said they had seized several handmade weapons, including a mortar shell,
grenades and explosives, as well as uniforms with patches bearing the insignias of the PDF
and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

A member of a local defence force in the area told Myanmar Now that only local residents
had joined the guerrilla groups in Kyunhla and that ethnic armed organisations including the
KIA were not operating there.

The military’s report did not state that their armed forces had employed fighter jets during
the raid.

The junta has not commented on the alleged hostage-taking in Kyauk Taing or the raid
there.

Increasingly present during military raids are members of the Myanmar army-allied Pyu Saw
Htee militias, 77 of which have been armed by the junta in Sagaing Region alone, according
to leaked documents from a military council meeting in mid-February.

Junta chief minister for the region Myat Kyaw requested in the meeting that civil servants
sympathetic to the military also be armed, and noted that the armed forces did not have full
control over Sagaing.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-continue-ambushes-on-
northwestern-myanmar-villages-by-air

Resistance fighters attack junta’s forces in southeastern Myanmar

The shootout in Tanintharyi came after Pyu Saw Htee militiamen terrorised local villagers
by firing their guns in the street and swearing, one resident said

Ko Cho | Published on Mar 3, 2022

People’s Defence Force (PDF) fighters had a shootout with junta soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
militiamen in Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday morning, before retreating when more soldiers
arrived in plain clothes and civilian vehicles, the PDF said.
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A graduation ceremony for recruits of the Palaw PDF
held in February 2022 (Palaw PDF)

The resistance fighters launched the attack in Palaw
Town’s Htamin Masar village, where the junta’s
forces have been stationed for more than five
months, a spokesperson for the Palaw PDF said.
“Junta reinforcements arrived during the attack,” he
told Myanmar Now.

It is unclear if anyone was injured in the clash. “There weren’t any casualties on our side but
we are not too sure if any of them were hit,” the PDF spokesperson said. “However, we saw
two ambulances arrive, so | think it’s safe to assume two to three of them were hit.”

The Palaw PDF worked with another local resistance group to carry out the attack, he
added. The roughly 30 reinforcement troops who arrived were from Regional Command 12,
which is based in nearby Palauk Town, he added.

There were several other clashes in January and February in the villages of Sar Khe, Pa Wut
Phyar, Pa Wut Kone, Kabyar and Letpan Pyin, he said, adding that a 35-year-old resistance
fighter died during one clash.

A resident of Htamin Masar told Myanmar Now that since those clashes started, Pyu Saw
Htee members have been terrorising villagers on a daily basis by firing their guns in the
street and swearing. He said he would like to leave but needs to stay for the sake of his local
business.

“I’'m afraid to move to somewhere else as it could destabilise my business,” he said.
Htamin Masar sits at the side of the main road linking Palaw to the coastal town of Dawei.

The Pyu Saw Htee fighters in the village are members of the military’s Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP) who were trained and armed by soldiers after last year’s coup,
the local resident said.

“We have to live in fear as they keep threatening us everyday,” he said. “There’s nothing we
can do either, since they have weapons.”

Some 950 civilians have been arrested and 69 killed by the junta’s forces in Tanintharyi since
the coup, while 4,000 have been displaced by violence, according to the Thanlwin Times, a
local news outlet.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-fighters-attack-juntas-forces-in-
southeastern-myanmar
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Over 30 junta soldiers killed as resistance forces launch repeated attacks on military
convoy

Hundreds of villagers along the convoy’s route through Magway and Chin fled their
homes, while junta soldiers reportedly burned down four houses

Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 3, 2022

A junta convoy seen on the Mindat-Matupi road in
November 2021 (CDF)

A coalition of resistance groups has said it killed at
least 30 junta soldiers and injured several others last
month during several ambushes against a supply
convoy travelling between Magway Region and Chin
State.

. o 7 » # ‘;: b
The convoy of 16 trucks and around 150 soldiers left the village of Laung Shey in Magway’s
Saw Township on February 19 and travelled 33 miles to Kyin Dway village in the Chin
township of Kanpetlet before returning to Magway.

But local resistance fighters attacked the convoy a total of six times on both its outward and
return journeys, slowing its progress so that it took nine days to complete the trip.

“The military lost a great number of troops because we planned our attacks patiently,” said
a spokesperson for the Kanpetlet branch of the Chinland Defence Force (CDF), one of four
groups that attacked that convoy.

“We fired some great shots at them,” he added.
The convoy dropped soldiers and supplies in Kyin Dway before returning to Magway.

On February 28 it arrived at the village of Swae Lwae Kyin in Magway, which is about five
miles from Laung Shey, according to the CDF. But before it got there it came under attack by
People’s Defence Force (PDF) fighters near the village of Ma Sar Twi.

Ten junta soldiers died in that attack, the Kanpetlet CDF said in a statement. Junta troops
piled the dead soldiers’ bodies inside a hut on a farm and set fire to the structure and the
surrounding huts, a spokesperson for the PDF in Laung Shey said.

A second PDF chapter from Magway’s Saw Township and the Chin National Army also took
part in the attacks.

As the military convoy approached the villages of Maw Chaung, Ma Sar Twi and New Hseng
Dot, over 800 people there fled their homes, the Kanpetlet CDF said. On Sunday soldiers
from the convoy burned down four homes in Maw Chaung, it added.

Other people fled their homes from the Magway Region villages of Swae Lwae Kyin, Nat
Kaung Kyin and Yin Kae on Sunday, the Laung Shey PDF spokesperson said.
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On March 1, the convoy left Swae Lwae Kyin for Laung Shey, he said, adding that junta
soldiers took six residents of Swae Lwae Kyin hostage and used them as human shields to
avoid being attacked again.

“l heard two of the abducted villagers were released but | haven’t heard anything about the
others,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/over-30-junta-soldiers-killed-as-resistance-forces-
launch-repeated-attacks-on-military-convoy

Remaining buildings in deserted Chin State town torched by Myanmar army

The town of Thantlang, whose 10,000 residents have fled, has been subjected to repeated
arson attacks by the junta’s forces

Linn Htin | Published on Mar 3, 2022

£ Thantlang is pictured after the fire on February 28
i (Thantlang Placement Affairs Committee)

Myanmar army troops torched the remaining houses
in the deserted town of Thantlang, Chin State in the
last days of February, the anti-junta Thantlang
Placement Affairs Committee said in a statement on
Tuesday.

Salai Lian, spokesperson for the committee, told Myanmar Now that the military has
targeted the town in some 26 arson attacks over the last year and destroyed more than
1,000 homes and administrative buildings and 19 houses of worship.

“They’re torching the town on purpose. | think they’re getting rid of the houses so that they
can get clearer shots at their targets,” he said.

The committee’s statement on March 1 said that a total of 101 houses from five urban
wards in Thantlang were lost in the fire over the past week.

Junta forces targeted homes that had been spared in previous attacks, Salai Hlyan added.

Thantlang’s 8,000 to 10,000 residents have been displaced since battles in the town
escalated nearly six months ago, with many of those who fled hiding in surrounding forests.

“[The military] started torching the houses in the township in September last year. It’s as if
they have complete disregard for the property of the civilians. They lack humanity as well,”
Salai Hlyan said.

He added that almost half of the 2,300 homes across the township are now gone.

Soldiers torched houses in Thantlang in February after the commander of Infantry Battalion
(1B) 269, Lt-Col Myo Zaw Tun, lost his leg to a landmine in the town.
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The military council has maintained that the fires in Thantlang were set by local anti-junta
defence forces.

According to the Chinland Defence Force, soldiers from the Hakha-based IBs 269 and 222, as
well as those from Light Infantry Division 11 have been occupying the town. The group has
categorised the junta’s repeated attacks on Thantlang as acts of revenge for ambushes by
resistance forces on their military columns during patrols in the area.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/remaining-buildings-in-deserted-chin-state-town-
torched-by-myanmar-army

Junta jets launch airstrikes after rebel coalition seizes base in Kachin
The airstrikes came as KIA and PDF forces fought junta soldiers in Putao Township
Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 3, 2022

Two fighter jets seen firing shots during an exercise in
Meiktila in 2019 (Junta-controlled media)

The Myanmar military used fighter jets to bomb
rebel-held positions in Kachin State’s Putao Township
this week as the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
teamed up with the People’s Defence Force (PDF) to
fight the junta’s ground forces.

Fighting broke out in the area on February 1 as the KIA-PDF alliance seized and burned down
a base from a junta-backed militia near Tsum Pi Yang village, and the junta responded with
an airstrike that injured five civilians.

Clashes continued into the month, and in late February around 100 junta soldiers arrived
from the town of Putao to fight the KIA-PDF alliance in Tsum Pi Yang and the nearby village
of In See Yang.

The alliance of the KIA-PDF has been ambushing the junta troops since then, and a fresh
clash erupted on Tuesday.

“An on-the-ground clash took place near In See Yang yesterday morning,” KIA spokesperson
Colonel Naw Bu said on Wednesday. “The military started to use the air force in the
afternoon.”

The junta sent two jets to bomb a rebel camp near Tsum Pi Yang at around 2pm, a 40-year-
old man from the village said. “We could hear explosions and gunshots all day long. We
were on high alert for the whole day.”

About 1,000 people from Tsum Pi Yang fled last month’s violence and are sheltering in
nearby woodlands, and another 600 have fled the village since the clash on Tuesday, he
added.

Page 12 of 44



“They started moving in the evening yesterday. More are moving as we speak today. Some
could barely bring their own clothes,” he said.

There was no fighting on Wednesday, Naw Bu said: “The battle hasn’t resumed yet but the
situation remains tense.”

KIA leader General N’Ban La said last year that the rebel group had decided to eradicate the
dictatorship and would collaborate with various groups on military and political matters to
achieve this goal.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-jets-launch-airstrikes-after-rebel-coalition-
seizes-base-in-kachin

Phaikhun and Moebye PDF Alert Civilians To Pack and Ready
By SHAN - March 3, 2022

Phaikhun and Moebye People Defense Force released a statement urging the civilians to
pack their belongings because the Myanmar army has been recklessly firing their weapons
at every direction which could lead to heavy gun fight in the region.

PDF Paikhun

{ The statement is aiming to alert the people to be
cautious due to the intense offensive Myanmar
military operation in Phaikhun region, looting and
burning the people’s houses and properties.

“The gun fight could escalate anytime right now. So,
this is an alert for the people, when the Myanmar army is moving closer, to pack their
important documents and belongings and ready to relocate,” Phaikhun PDF told SHAN.

The offensive military operation conducted by the Myanmar army in Phaikhun and Moebye
has led to destruction of the local properties, and some people have been arrested and used
as headshield in the frontline.

“Myanmar army has been recklessly shooting at every directions. Last night, artillery and big
shelling were fired at us. These days we have been in both offensive and defensive
operation. The battalion 422 assigned to this area is very abusive,” the above Phaikhun PDF
added.

During the fight with Moebye PDF and its allies, Myanmar junta army has been using
airstrike and bombard the area every day. Moebye based battalion 422, Loilam based
battalion 250, and Demosoe based battalion 427 were included in this offensive operation.

Heavy gun fights could escalate anytime and anywhere in the region, and Moebye and
Phaikhun PDF announced that the locals should pack the important documents and
belongings so that they can relocate when required.
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https://english.shannews.org/archives/24733

The Number of Displaced Doubles Since Coup: Myaing Gyi Ngu IDPs Increase to 10,000 As
More New Arrival From Hpa-pun Areas Expected

The increased numbers of displaced people in northern Karen State is of great concern for
humanitarian groups delivering aid.

Karen News | 3 March 2022

A community leader, documenting the population of
displaced villagers, told Karen News the increasing
numbers of displaced people has put strain on the
limited resources. The community leader said despite
.| the the strain on the dwindling resources people
continued to share with the new arrivals.

; ‘ “The list of people is still not complete. But since the
fighting intensified last year, many dlsplaced people have arrived to Myaing Gyi Ngu. Even
now, a family or two arriving on a daily basis. It is increasing everyday. For food and other
rations, we share what we have.”

The numbers of displaced villagers seeking safety at Myaing Gyi Ngu (also known as) Kaw
Taw, in Hlaingbwe Township is still increasing as displaced villagers from Hpa-pun areas in
the northern Karen State arrive.

Community leaders documenting the IDPs in the area said currently, there are more than
10,000 displaced people at the Myaing Gyi Ngu site, including new arrivals from the Hpa-
pun areas.

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) confirmed in a statement released on Friday 11 February
getting aid to displaced communities is proving difficult.

“Humanitarian access in many parts remains restricted due to insecurity, roadblocks and
challenges in obtaining access approvals.”

The UNHCR estimated the number of displaced people since the military coup has doubled.

“In total, some 440,000 people have been newly displaced since February 2021 — when a
brutal military coup displaced the democratically elected government —adding to an
existing 370,000 who had fled their homes previously.”

The UNHCR explained the “country’s southeast, Kayin, Kayah, Mon and Shan (South) states
as well as Bago (East) and Tanintharyi regions, account for more than half of the 440,000
newly displaced civilians.”

The daily intensified fighting between the Burma Army and the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) in the Brigade 5, Hpa-pun (Mutraw) district in Karen State, has made the area
dangerous for civilians to stay in their homes. Burma Army indiscriminate shelling and shoot
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on sight orders has meant civilians have no choice but to flee. Villagers are now fleeing to
Myaing Gyi Ngu in Hlaingbwe Township in Pa-an dsitrict, causing an influx of displaced
people to the Myaing Gyi Ngu site.

Community leaders said many Hpa-pun people displaced since March 2021 are now taking
refuge in Myaing Gyi Ngu and in Ohn Taw village and Kama Maung Town — separated by the
Salween River.

In the three Myaing Gyi Ngu area IDP camps — Kyauk Sar Kwin and Myat Pan Wut Mhone —a
total of 700 households with around 4,000 people have placed a strain on the limited
resources available.

As of February 23, the total number of IDPs at Myaing Gyi Ngu, including new arrivals from
Hpa-pun has reached to more than 10,000. Some IDPs from Hpa-pun, living in camps close
to their villages, are trying to go back and forth to check on their villages has made it hard to
confirm the exact number of IDP’s, according to community leaders.

Getting humanitarian aid to the displaced is a causing a massive logistic problem, and
adding to the difficulties are army checkpoints under the control of the military regime.

Displaced people told Karen News the new arrivals from Hpa-pun are having trouble finding
accommodation, some stayed with acquaintances in the IDP camps while others asked
nearby house owners for permission to live under their houses or to build huts in their
backyards, according to a displaced person living in Myaing Gyi Ngu.

Myaing Gyi Ngu IDP camps were set up in 2017 to shelter displaced villagers from the Mae
Tha Waw areas, after armed conflict between the then breakaway Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA) and the Burma Army backed Border Guard Force (BGF). Now it is
used by displaced villagers from the Hpa-pun area. Local and International aid groups are
trying to provide food and other supplies, but as the numbers of IDP’s increase daily there is
not enough to give to everyone.

A displaced person staying at Myaing Gyi Ngu told Karen News, “International organizations
providing aid. As there are now a lot of IDPs, it is not enough. But we share (the resources).
Newcomers are more in need of pots and pans when they arrive, so we need to provide
them with these even when they are not on the [official] list. We are also sharing with
families in the Ohn Taw area.”

In February this year, the UNHCR said they provided emergency supplies to more than 4,000
existing IDPs in Myaing Gyi Ngu, and the World Food Program (WFP) said they had supplied
rice to as many as 6,800 people in the region.

According to the latest information from Mutraw News on February 27, 81 locals from Hpa-
pun areas fled to Kama Maung with nineteen cars and eleven motorcycles on February 26
due to the Burma Army making arbitrary arrests of civilians and the heavy artillery shelling
of homes.

https://karennews.org/2022/03/the-number-of-displaced-doubles-since-coup-myaing-gyi-
ngu-idps-increase-to-10000-as-more-new-arrival-from-hpa-pun-areas-expected/
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Chin Resistance Fighters Expect More Myanmar Junta Attacks This Month
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 March 2022

The Chin National Army (CNA) is the armed wing of the Chin National Front (CNF), a veteran
ethnic Chin political party that has been demanding greater autonomy for Chin State in
western Myanmar. Following last year’s coup, it has joined forces with the National Unity
Government to collaborate in toppling the military regime.

Salai Htet Ni, the spokesperson for the CNA/CNF, said that they stand in solidarity with
People’s Defense Forces (PDF), striking government staff who have joined the Civil
Disobedience Movement and ethnic Chin people at home and abroad to fight the junta.

“Now we are in high gear to play a part in national politics as well as building a federal
union,” said Salai Htet Ni.

There have been fewer clashes lately in Chin State, but there are rumors that the regime is
planning a large-scale attack. Salai Htet Ni spoke recently to The Irrawaddy about the
military situation and to what extent PDFs have gained control in Chin State.

How is the military situation in Chin State now?

There are skirmishes in the nine townships of Chin State. But there is no large-scale fighting.
We heard that it [the regime] is planning to move into rural areas to consolidate its control,
particularly in Matupi and some other townships.

How is the contest between the regime and PDFs in Chin State? To what extent have PDFs
been able to take control of the state?

It is fair to say that we have taken control of 75 per cent of Chin State. But we assess that
the regime will conduct more military operations in March because the weather allows it [it
is easier to travel in the mountainous areas of Chin State in the hot season than in the rainy
season].

We can say that the regime has control in the urban areas of Chin State’s townships, as well
as control of roads connecting the towns, but they barely have control over rural areas.

Chin National Army cadets at a graduation parade. /
Chinland Information Center

Militarily, the regime is operational in urban areas.
But in terms of government departments, only 30 per
cent of them are operating. Government employees
are not going to offices regularly and are not working
full time. The military regime is not in a position to
control and organize them properly. Only the security
forces assigned to towns are managing the local workforce.

What are the difficulties facing Chin revolutionary groups fighting in Chin State?
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We are not a match for them [Myanmar military] in terms of weaponry. And we have some
problems with the chain of command among local resistance and guerilla groups. But
everything else is OK. We have to make good use of all available weapons including
rudimentary hunting rifles.

What preparations have resistance groups made in response to possible attacks by the
regime this month?

| said we have control of 75 per cent of Chin State, | mean that we have been running our
own schools, charities and clinics in almost all the rural areas in Chin except Paletwa
Township. That work can be continued only when there is security for the people and the
region in the long run.

This year is a real challenge for our national cause and national politics. And we have
prepared our best to face whatever may come.

Fierce clashes are taking place almost daily in Karenni (Kayah) State and also in Sagaing
and Magwe regions. What is your advice to PDFs fighting the military regime?

Taking a look at the usual practice of the regime throughout history, its military strategy is
to use superior numbers in a battle. Normally, it only fights the war on one front. They may
be weak if they have to fight on many fronts. We have to be aware of this, and we have to
take action to make them fight on as many fronts as possible.

We must have a strategy to split their forces so that they can’t send superior numbers to a
single front. It is important that not only resistance groups from Chin but also PDFs from
other areas, as well as ethnic armed organizations (EAQ), attack them collaboratively and
harmoniously. Only then will we be able to split their forces. We understand their common
strategy. So we must work collaboratively and make the best use of our strength. EAOs,
local resistance groups and any other anti-junta forces including striking employees need to
know their strategy and must learn to respond accordingly to any junta moves.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/chin-resistance-fighters-expect-more-
myanmar-junta-attacks-this-month.html

Fresh Fighting Erupts After Myanmar Junta Attacks at Chinese Border
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 March 2022

Fresh clashes broke out between Myanmar’s military regime and the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), also known as the Kokang Group, in Mongkoe,
northern Shan State, on Tuesday and Wednesday, according to the armed group.

The two sides clashed to the west of Mt Manpin on Wednesday morning, an MNDAA
information officer told The Irrawaddy.

“Around 100 soldiers from Battalion 420 under Division 99 came to attack us,” he said.
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Junta troops withdrew after 90 minutes of fighting. The MNDAA suffered no casualties and
junta casualties are unknown, he added.

Mongkoe is crucial to border trade with China.

Around 100 junta troops also attacked a hill at Manjie near the border on Tuesday,
according to the MNDAA. The group claimed the regime fired more than 80 artillery shells at
its Manrang outpost in Mongkoe on Monday.

The MNDAA said in late November that more than 260 clashes had been recorded with
Myanmar’s junta in Mongkoe since early July.

Junta reinforcements have arrived in Mongkoe via Kutkai since February 24, said the
MNDAA, accusing the regime of attempting to take advantage of the funeral of its founder
to launch attacks.

Peng Jiasheng, 94, a former MNDAA chairman, died of old age in mid-February and the
group had been busy organizing his funeral.

“l think they are taking advantage of the fact that we are busy with the funeral of our
former chairman and attacked us off our guard,” the MNDAA information officer said.

He said further clashes could erupt any time in Mongkoe amid high tensions and because
junta reinforcements keep arriving.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fresh-fighting-erupts-after-myanmar-junta-
attacks-at-chinese-border.html
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https://www.rfa.org/burmese/news/selling-weapons-to-myanmar-military-03032022071252.html
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