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Funding Revolution Important for the Victory: Prominent Myanmar Activist

By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 March 2022

Veteran democracy activist Min Ko Naing has
delivered a message on the importance of financially
backing the revolution to topple Myanmar’s junta as
a new scheme to generate funds will be launched by
the parallel, civilian National Unity Government
(NUG).

In a video message on Thursday, the well-known activist, who is also a key figure on the
National Unity Consultative Council— the NUG’s political consultative body — said plans to
fund essential weapons for revolutionary forces are underway and will be made public.

Previous fundraising efforts by the NUG, including launching lottery tickets to support
striking civil servants and raffle and bond sales, have raised millions of dollars. However, the
costs of bringing down the regime are significant.

“The victory of the revolution depends on finances,” Min Ko Naing said.

The 1988 uprising leader updated the public on the revolution’s progress, saying the junta is
struggling on the ground and thus escalating its attempts to distract the public. He reminded
people not to believe the regime’s propaganda and to help the revolution where possible.

“They are burning entire villages to threaten others who fear they might suffer the same
attacks,” the activist said, regarding the rising numbers of arson attacks on civilian targets in
resistance strongholds.

Min Ko Naing said regardless of threats and violence, Myanmar’s people will not surrender
because they know it will end with them living under junta rule and the control of Pyu Saw
Htee militias, which are trained and armed by the military.

“People understand the revolution has pushed the military to the stage where they dare not
fight without air support,” Min Ko Naing said.

The increasing number of senior military officers defecting and joining revolutionary forces
and the successful sale of NUG bonds to fund the revolution are positive developments, he
said.

The population rejects military rule and the junta faces opposition in numerous forms,
including flash-mob protests, armed resistance, economic pressure and advocacy.

The regime has killed at least 1,642 civilians and over 12,000 people have been arrested,
including elected government leaders, since last year’s coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/funding-revolution-important-for-the-victory-
prominent-myanmar-activist.html
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Regime Artillery Strikes Kill Children and Senior Citizens in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 March 2022

Two children and nine senior citizens were killed earlier this week by junta artillery strikes
and raids in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township.

Around 100 regime soldiers raided Letpan Taw Village in Yinmabin on Tuesday, firing
artillery rounds which killed ten people sheltering in the village monastery, said residents.

“They died after they [junta troops] fired artillery at the monastery. We saw it from the
place where we were hiding. But we could do nothing. The victims were then placed on a
bed in the west of the monastery and set on fire. They were a total of ten people including
two kids,” said one resident.

Eight elderly people died in the artillery strike alongside the two children.

One of the victim’s family members said: “It grieved us to see their charred bodies. We feel
like we would fight them [the junta] at once if we had weapons. Words fail me.”

An elderly woman from Kantha Village, who was taking shelter at Kantha’s monastery, died
in another junta raid, locals reported.

Civilians from Kantha and Letpan Taw villages were also reportedly abducted by military
regime troops.

“Five people were abducted with their hands tied. We heard one of them was released on
Wednesday,” a member of the Yinmabin People’s Defense Forces (PDF) told The Irrawaddy
on Thursday. Yinmabin PDF clashed with junta troops during the raid on Letpan Taw Village
on Tuesday.

“Clashes are still taking place,’ said one Yinmabin PDF fighter on Thursday. “We don’t know
where they [regime forces] are heading. But as they march, we ambush them with mines
where possible. They are not wearing military uniforms, but they are in black clothes and
short pants, pretending [to be civilians]. They dare not travel in small groups, so they come
as a large group and there might be around 100 of them.”

Military tensions remain high in the area with junta forces deployed near a pagoda in the
west of Theegon Village in Yinmabin.

The Myanmar military has reinforced its soldiers across Yinmabin and is raiding one village
after another in an effort to crush resistance in the township, said local PDF fighters.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-artillery-strikes-kill-children-and-senior-
citizens-in-upper-myanmar.htmil
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Junta Forces Massacre 14 People in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 March 2022

Fourteen people, 11 resistance fighters and three civilians, were slaughtered earlier this
week in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township, as Myanmar junta forces stepped up attacks on
local People’s Defense Forces (PDF).

The military regime is reportedly on a ‘Kill All, Torch All’ mission to eliminate resistance in
Sagaing before the annual Armed Forces Day on March 27.

Soldiers from Division 77 and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia from Sagaing’s Ye-U Township
arrived in Khin-U Township on March 5. They joined troops already deployed in Ywa Thit
Gon Village in Khin-U and raided several surrounding villages, according to local residents.

Junta troops raided Thein Taw Village on Tuesday morning. They reportedly fired at least 50
rounds from 40 mm grenade launchers as they entered the village and clashed with PDF
fighters.

Members of the village defense forces were forced to withdraw as junta troops
continuously fired on them. But 11 fighters were detained and shot dead, said residents.

The slain resistance fighters bore signs of torture and some had been shot point-blank in
their heads, a local who was involved in retrieving their bodies told The Irrawaddy.

The site of massacre. (Photo: CJ)

“It appears that they were not killed in the fighting, but
that they were shot dead after being arrested. They had
no gunshot wounds to their bodies, but they were shot
point-blank in their heads. Heads had been severed
from some bodies. We also saw knotted ropes near the
bodies which are believed to have been used to tie
them. And they were apparently kicked in their chests
with boots before being shot dead,” he said.

Eight of the victims were between 18 and 25 and two
were 17. The other victim was 40, said locals.

Regime soldiers also shot dead three Kyun Lel villagers
who they abducted and took to Thein Taw Village. The
victims were 45, 48 and 55, according to locals.

“l think they [junta soldiers] killed the three villagers because they had witnessed their
cruelty,” said one resident.

Locals were only able to retrieve the bodies on Wednesday after junta troops had left the
village. They said they saw the cremated body of a junta soldier in the field where the
resistance fighters were massacred.
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Junta troops also torched homes, with 35 houses burned down in Dan Gon Village and 25
houses destroyed in Hman Taw Village, according to locals.

On February 17, 14 PDF fighters died in a junta raid on Myothit Village in Khin-U. Five
resistance fighters were killed in a raid on Thayet Kan Village on February 20. That village
was also raided on January 25, when 11 resistance fighters died.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-forces-massacre-14-people-in-upper-
myanmar.html

15 junta soldiers killed during two days of fighting in Sagaing’s Saw Township

By Mizzima |

Photo: CJ

At least 15 junta soldiers were killed and more than 10
were injured during two days of fighting in the Saw area of
Sagaing Division, according to a 10 March statement by
the Saw People Defense Force (PDF).

, = Saw PDF attacked a military council convoy of more than
150 people going from Saw Township towards the Kyaukhtu area with landmines on 8 and 9
March between Saw and Lal Gyi Ai villages.

“They hit our landmines. Another confrontation caused several casualties.” an officer from
Saw PDF told Mizzima.

During the fighting, the guerrillas were able to withdraw without suffering any casualties
and locals welcomed them with Aung Tha Pyay flowers (Flowers of Victory).

The junta soldiers that survived the attack continued marching towards Kyaukhtu.

Saw PDF urged locals to pay close attention to the movement of Military Council members
and to report on it.

There is daily fighting between local PDFs and the junta forces in Saw, and military tensions
remain high on both sides.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/15-junta-soldiers-killed-during-two-days-fighting-
sagaings-saw-township

12 Military Council troops killed in Sagaing’s Chaung-U Township
By Mizzima |

The MGN 35 guerrilla group said that it killed 12 junta troops and members of the military
aligned Pyu Saw Htee militia in Sagaing Region’s Kangyigone Village, in Chaung-U Township,
on 9 March.
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In a statement, the group said they carried out the attack after hearing that the junta troops
and Pyu Saw Htee members who were stationed in Kangyigone Village had arrested and
tortured villagers, stolen villagers’ property, arrested and killed a People’s Defence Force
(PDF) fighter and ambushed PDFs.

A member of the MGN35 guerrilla force said that 60 military junta’s troops were stationed
in Kangyigone village and the fighting lasted for three hours before large numbers of junta
troops arrived and the PDF fighters withdrew safely.

The statement said that the groups involved in the attack were the MGN35 guerrillas, the
Zero guerrillas (Myingyan), the Value of Young Men (Taungtha) and the MRA (Myaung
Revolution Army).

https://www.mizzima.com/article/12-military-council-troops-killed-sagaings-chaung-u-
township

CDM school teacher and second-year nursing student killed during Demoso clashes

By Mizzima |

M On 9 March, Zaw Lin Tun, a former school teacher who

« °  was a member of the Karenni Generation Z (KGZ) guerilla
group and Elizabeth, a female member of the Free Burma
Ranger aid group were killed during fighting in Karenni
State’s Demoso Township.

Zaw Lin Tun, age 24, was shot in the head by a junta
sniper during fighting at Thay Lay Su in Demoso.

He was working for the Student Union in Loikaw Education College. After the coup, he left
his job as a government school teacher and became a commander in the KGZ armed
resistance force.

A KGZ member said to Mizzima: “Since the start of the coup he led the protests. When
armed resistance became necessary, he attended military training at his parent brigade at
the The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and became a leader for the KGZ group.
He was well known in Karenni State For his revolutionary efforts. He is regarded as a hero”,

Zaw Lin Tun was also remembered and feted as a student hero by the Student Union of the
Education College.

Elizabeth, the 25-year-old Free Burma Ranger member died at 7.30am on 9 March. She died
from injuries sustained when she was hit by an artillery shell at about 2pm earlier that day.
At the time she was trying to save trapped villagers in Saung Du Lar Village as it was being
bombed by air force planes.

Elizabeth was a second-year student at a midwives’ school in Bago. She was praised by the
Free Burma Rangers for her contribution to the group.
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There are violent clashes in Demoso every day. On 9 March there was fighting throughout
the whole day in three different areas of Demoso that resulted in the deaths of 10-15 junta
troops, according to a local PDF spokesperson.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/cdm-school-teacher-and-second-year-nursing-student-
killed-during-demoso-clashes

Women vow to rise from ashes to defeat Myanmar regime

In Sagaing Region, women who have lost their homes to brutal attacks by junta forces
continue to defy their oppressors

HI Burma | Published on Mar 11, 2022

Villagers protest against Myanmar’s military regime in
Sagaing Region’s Pale Township (Pale People’s Strike
Committee)

Charred wood and blackened sheets of corrugated
metal were all that welcomed Hla May* when she
returned to her home.

The air in her village was still thick with the acrid smell
of smoke. And with every gust of wind, ashes stirred and swirled, making it that much
harder to breathe.

But Hla May was not reduced to despair the way her home had been reduced to ashes. As
she surveyed the devastation, she gripped a piece of corrugated tin—part of what had once
been her home—and braced herself to speak.

“You can burn our village, but not our spirit and our soil,” she said defiantly.

The others who gathered around her repeated her words, which had become the newest
slogan of their movement to resist Myanmar’s brutal military regime.

“If we stop protesting after the fire, they will think we have given up. They will think we are
afraid,” Hla May continued, her voice rising.

Around a quarter of the roughly 800 homes in Pan Ywar, a village in Sagaing Region’s Pale
Township, were burned to the ground on January 31, the eve of the first anniversary of last
year’s coup. They were among the thousands that the military has torched around the
country since seizing power.

Sagaing Region has borne the brunt of the junta’s scorched-earth campaign to eradicate
opposition to its rule. According to one estimate, around 60% of the more than 6,000 homes
set on fire by regime forces since the coup were in Sagaing.
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Despite the junta’s efforts to terrorise civilians into submission, however, the resistance
movement continues to grow. And women, including ordinary housewives like 48-year-old
Hla May, have been at the forefront of this struggle.

The military has subjected dozens of villages in Sagaing
Region to devastating raids (CJ)

‘l remain strong’

On the night that their village was set alight, Hla May
and the other residents of Pan Ywar were hiding in the
forest. They had fled with a few emergency provisions
after learning that soldiers were approaching the

nearby village of Mweton.

Helplessly, they watched as first Mweton, and then Pan Ywar, were consumed by fire.

“Some started crying when they saw the flames, but not me. Our houses didn’t burn down
because of our negligence. They were intentionally set on fire,” said Hla May.

“l am not sad. | remain strong,” she added.

Even after they returned to the village the next day and saw the extent of the damage, Hla
May did not shed a tear. She just examined the ruins and thought about those responsible
for laying waste to their lives.

The marauders who did this didn’t just take things of value, such as food and vehicles, she
said. They took everything they could lay their hands on, and destroyed everything else.

“They take whatever they want, even children’s toys,” she said.

Hla May used to be a farmer. Now, however, she lives in the forest, surviving on food
donated by other villages.

“l had to give up my work. | couldn’t do it anymore. But to tell the truth, I'm not interested
in doing my work now. All | want to do is focus on winning the revolution,” she said.

‘We can’t just surrender’

For 20-year-old Nyein, who also lived in Pan Ywar until it came under attack, these past few
weeks have been the hardest of her life.

An avid gardener, Nyein was devastated when she saw that the plants she had cultivated
with such care had been set ablaze by junta troops.

“I'm sad. | feel like | have nothing left,” she said, describing how she felt as if all her happiest
memories had been crushed in a single night of wanton destruction.

But even so, she said she did not regret her opposition to the regime.
“We can’t just surrender without resisting. It can’t be helped that they burned down our

houses because of that,” she said.
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Like others from Pan Ywar—some of whom had spent years working in the city to save
enough money to build their homes—Nyein now lives on a bamboo mat under a tarpaulin
sheet.

Forced to flee with nothing but the clothes on her back, she said she had to go for days
without bathing when she first arrived in the forest. Feminine hygiene products are still
unavailable, she added.

There is enough food to eat for now, she said. She wasn’t sure, however, how long it would
last. She said she would just have to deal with her current situation one day at a time.

But even under these circumstances, she and other women in the village decided to hold a
protest against the junta 11 days after their homes were destroyed.

Brandishing fragments of their former lives as symbols of defiance, they demanded that the
junta give up power and restore the country’s rightful government.

Chaung-U, in Sagaing’s Pale Township, is seen after a
raid by regime forces (CJ)

‘Fight until the bitter end’

The sight of flames rising from her village didn’t really
upset Aye Nge; it wasn’t until the next day, when she
returned to where her home had once stood, that the
tears began to flow.

Surrounded by a scene of utter destruction, she cried inconsolably for some time, knowing
how much it had cost her parents to build their home.

“Some people worked like slaves to build their homes. They were good homes,” she said in
a low voice.

But even after losing her home and all of her possessions, Aye Nge said she was prepared to
make even greater sacrifices if need be to bring down a dictatorship that had inflicted so
much suffering on the country.

“We didn’t think they would be this cruel. We were hurt deeply by their actions. We will
fight against the military regime until our last breath, through our pain and sadness,” she
said.

“I' have lost my home, but even if | lose my life, | will continue the fight in spirit until the
military regime is gone,” she added.

This was a sentiment shared by many of the women of Pan Ywar.

“We will uproot the military council, no matter how difficult it is. We will never surrender.
We will never get down on our knees. We will continue the revolution from the jungle or
anywhere else,” said Hla May.
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“No matter what, we must fight until the bitter end. We must keep up the fight, even if we
are left with nothing. Only then will life be better for our next generation,” said Nyein.

“We won’t give up just because they burned our village,” she added.

*All names have been changed to protect the identities of the women interviewed for this
article

This article was originally published in Burmese by H| Burma

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/women-vow-to-rise-from-ashes-to-defeat-
myanmar-regime

Fire Destroys Putao District Village
KNG | 11th March 2022

More than 70 people are in urgent need of
emergency aid after a fire tragically destroyed all
11 houses in their remote village in Putao District,
including the buildings where they stored their
rice.

They’re struggling to survive after losing
everything in the fire, explained San Lu Ramseng,
who's part of a team of volunteers helping people in the district. He said there’s no phone
or internet in Htar Ler Htu, which is located at the foot of Hkakaborazi Mountain in
Nogmung Township. The nearest town is Pan Nan, which can be reached on foot in six days.

"l don’t think they’ll ever be able to build their houses in the village soon, which is difficult
to reach,” says San Lu Ramseng. They need food and other rations, but also rice cookers and
tarps to build shelters.

He hopes that people will help out this community at its time of need by contacting him
directly at +95 979 318 2202 to send donations.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/11 /fire-destroys-putao-district-village/

Japanese envoy meets ethnic armed organisations in northern Thailand

Ethnic representatives who met with Nippon Foundation chair Yohei Sasakawa say the
topic of engagement with the junta was not broached in the talks

Esther ) / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 11, 2022

Yohei Sasakawa, the Japanese special envoy to Myanmar and chair of the Nippon
Foundation, met separately with representatives of Karen, Karenni and Shan ethnic armed
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organisations as well as junta affiliates in neighbouring Thailand on Thursday, with full
details of their discussions still undisclosed.

Yohei Sasakawa is seen at a press conference in
Naypyitaw in February 2018 (EPA)

Aid—but not military relations—was brought up in the
talks in the northern Thai city of Chiang Mai, Aung San
Myint, the deputy secretary of the Karenni National
Progressive Party (KNPP) told Myanmar Now. He
attended the meeting with Sasakawa along with KNPP

s - R

chair Khu Oo Reh and Nal Nae Palo from the Karenni Emergency Rescue Team.

“We’ve worked with them regarding education matters before,” he said of the Nippon
Foundation. “He invited us to come to the meeting and we agreed to go.”

The meeting was the KNPP’s first with Sasakawa since Myanmar’s coup more than a year
ago, Aung San Myint said, adding that the special envoy had shown an interest in the needs
of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the ethnic armed organisation’s area.

“We will have to find more ways to send supplies to IDPs. There is still no plan underway,”
he said.

“We will continue to work together with our allies towards federal democracy and the end
of the dictatorship,” he continued. “[Sasakawa’s team] said nothing about [political and
military affairs] and we are not planning to discuss that matter with them either.”

Clashes between the military and resistance forces including the KNPP’s Karenni Army have
been breaking out daily in Karenni (Kayah) State since last year, with civil society estimates
indicating that two-thirds of the state’s population have been displaced during that time.
The Myanmar Army has frequently carried out airstrikes on civilian areas and used heavy
weapons in their attacks in the region.

Padoh Saw Mutu Say Poe, the chair of the Karen National Union (KNU), along with several
other officers from the organisation, also met with Sasakawa on Thursday.

KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee, who did not attend the meeting, speculated that
the participants likely discussed matters relating to tension in the Karen State town of Lay
Kay Kaw in Myawaddy Township, which is located in KNU-administered territory near the
Thai-Myanmar border. It was built with financial support from the Nippon Foundation, as a
tribute to “peace” in line with the now defunct Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement between
the military and some of the country’s ethnic armed organisations, including the KNU.

“They have worked together with our chair before regarding the building of Lay Kay Kaw
town. | think they only talked about the matters regarding the Nippon Foundation’s funding
of the building of Lay Kay Kaw,” he said, adding that he did not have “much further
information” on the meeting.
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Lay Kay Kaw was the site of a major military offensive last December that led to the arrest of
striking civil servants and parliamentarians who had sought refuge in KNU territory. The
attacks and airstrikes on the area displaced thousands of civilians.

Battles with allied resistance forces there have recently resumed, including with a junta
airstrike on Wednesday following a KNU ultimatum to leave the area. A member of a local
defence force allied with the KNU said five junta troops were killed in a clash in Lay Kay Kaw
on the same day.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee said that there was no reason to discuss political matters in Myanmar
with the Nippon Foundation chair. Sasakawa has previously acted as a negotiator between
the military and ethnic armed organisations.

“We can’t negotiate with the military council during times like this. Everyone knows what
our aims are. There’s nothing to discuss with the military council,” he said.

The Irrawaddy reported on and shared photos from another Thursday meeting in Chiang
Mai between military-linked negotiators Hla Maung Shwe and Aung Naing Oo, who,
according to the news outlet, were “believed to be brokering on behalf of the regime.” Both
worked on peace talks on behalf of previous government administrations.

At the time of reporting, the military council had not released a statement regarding the
meeting.

s e Mr. Sasakawa meets Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen (Samdech Hun Sen, Cambodian Prime Minister /
Facebook)

A== ‘_- -:,

\.

Earlier this month, Sasakawa visited Cambodia and
met with a delegation that included Prime Minister
Hun Sen—ASEAN’s chair—and Cambodian foreign
affairs minister Prak Sokhonn, who is also ASEAN’s
special envoy for Myanmar. The Phnom Penh Post
reported that Hun Sen had asked Sasakawa to intervene in addressing the crisis in
Myanmar.

There are reports that Sasakawa will go to Naypyitaw to meet with coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing on March 20, but Myanmar Now is unable to independently confirm this. Also
scheduled for March 20 is the start of a three-day visit to the junta’s administrative capital
by ASEAN’s special envoy.

Sasakawa is last known to have met with Min Aung Hlaing in November of last year. At that
time, the Japanese minister of foreign affairs said that Sasakawa’s actions were not in
affiliation with the Japanese government.

The military council reported that Sasakawa was among the persons who requested the
release of American journalist Danny Fenster, who was detained in Insein Prison for nearly
six months before being released in November.
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https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/japanese-envoy-meets-ethnic-armed-
organisations-in-northern-thailand

With Ukraine in the Limelight, Spotlight on Myanmar Fades
By JAYANTA KALITA | 11 March 2022

Nations across the globe have unequivocally condemned Russia’s military action against
Ukraine. The Western bloc led by the US has imposed the heaviest possible sanctions in
order to cripple Moscow economically and isolate it globally.

But the same solidarity is missing when it comes to Myanmar, which is reeling under a
protracted civil war. Does it indicate an inherent Western bias against Asia as an
impoverished region that can be dealt with just by paying academic lip service to democracy
and development?

The role of the UN is far from satisfactory. For the UN is supposed to ensure that the rule of
law, fundamental to international peace and security and political stability, prevails not just
on one continent but across regions. The sense of urgency it showed in the Ukraine crisis is

quite missing in the case of the Southeast Asian nation.

On Feb. 1, 2021, Myanmar’s military generals ousted a democratically elected government,
triggering countrywide protests and civil disobedience. Since then, junta forces have
launched a brutal campaign to suppress pro-democracy voices, killing more than 1,600
people and arresting over 9,500, according to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (Burma), a monitoring group.

Long before common citizens in Ukraine took up arms to defend their land against the
invading Russian troops, Myanmar’s ousted government formed what is known as the
People’s Defense Force (PDF) comprising hundreds of civilian resistance groups across the
country to fight a marauding military. All this has led to a civil war that is unlikely to end
anytime soon.

But the question is, why has the UN not been proactive in tackling the Myanmar crisis? Louis
Charbonneau, the United Nations director at Human Rights Watch, said, “Calls for the
Security Council to hold a public meeting to discuss the violence since last year’s coup have
gone unheeded, as has a campaign by dozens of organizations urging the council to impose
a global arms embargo on Myanmar and targeted sanctions on the junta leaders and
military companies.”

He also noted that while the US, the UK and the European Union have imposed sanctions on
Myanmar, “none has presented a draft resolution for the Security Council to negotiate,”
probably fearing a Chinese and Russian veto.

“But a veto threat hasn’t stopped them before. Russia, usually backed by China, has vetoed
16 resolutions regarding Syria’s armed conflict since 2011. The US and EU persistence has
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sent a strong message that the international community is determined to hold parties to the
conflict accountable for serious abuses,” according to Charbonneau.

Western media bias?

The Russia-Ukraine war, the largest conventional military assault on a European nation since
World War I, is being widely covered by Western liberal media. Reports and editorials
condemning Russian action against its neighbor, however, raise some pertinent questions
about bias and impartiality in media coverage. For instance, the Arab and Middle-Eastern
Journalists Association, has accused Western leaders and media of using discriminatory
language, based on race and religion while discussing the recent invasion of Ukraine by
Russia.

Arguments about integrity, impartiality, freedom of expression and human rights “are only
used when it serves in their interests, and this was evident in the Western media’s coverage
of refugees from Syria, Iraq or Afghanistan, and how different it is to the coverage of
refugees from Ukraine,” Jordanian journalist Khaled Qudah says.

This is a valid observation as conflicts in many parts of Asia do not get adequate coverage in
the Western media. One can see a difference in the coverage of Ukraine and Myanmar.
Visuals of gun-toting Ukrainian young women and elderly people as well as those fleeing to
Europe as a result of the war dominate the digital space. But similar images of Myanmar’s
civil resistance, internal displacement and refugees have not made it to much of the global
media.

Even a Ukrainian journalist has called out Western reporters for what she calls their “racist”
narrative. “I am utterly appalled at some individuals who dare to call themselves reporters
referring to refugees from the Middle East as ‘uncivilized’ as opposed to Ukrainians who are
fleeing. Anyone who supports this narrative is a racist bigot, and deserves colossal shame,”
tweeted Anastasiia Lapatina from the Kyiv Independent.

How Asian countries react

Asian countries are sharply divided in their response to the Ukraine crisis. For instance,
India, China and Pakistan have tacitly supported Russia by abstaining from voting on a key
UN General Assembly resolution condemning Moscow’s aggression. While India faces a two-
front military threat from China and Pakistan, each of these countries maintains a close
relationship with Russia.

Countries such as Japan and South Korea, on the other hand, voted in favor of the
resolution. Tokyo has also sent bulletproof vests and helmets to Ukraine, apart from other
nonlethal items, including tents, winter clothing, emergency food items, hygiene products,
cameras and power generators, according to Kyodo News.

Apart from that, India’s position has once again highlighted its ambiguity in international
relations. With Moscow being the largest defense supplier for India—around 65 percent of
its military hardware is of Russian origin—New Delhi, naturally, cannot abandon Russia. At
the same time, India is getting closer to the US and the two strategic partners, along with
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Japan and Australia, are part of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) to corner China
in the Indo-Pacific.

India faces a similar dilemma while dealing with Myanmar, as it refrained from condemning
the military generals for the coup but has called for the restoration of democracy in the
neighboring country.

Additionally, Russia is accused of supplying weapons to the Myanmar junta, thereby
indirectly contributing to the mass murders being committed in the Southeast Asian
country.

That said, the Russian invasion of Ukraine has exposed numerous geopolitical fault lines. It
also underscores inherent biases of the Western media toward Asia and the inadequacy of
their coverage of the region.

Jayanta Kalita is a senior journalist and author based in New Delhi. He writes on issues
relating to India’s northeast and its immediate neighborhood. The views expressed are his
own.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/with-ukraine-in-the-limelight-spotlight-
on-myanmar-fades.html

World shouldn’t forget the Rohingya refugee crisis
By Jubeda Chowdhury | 11 March 2022

(File) A Rohingya refugee people walks on a road along
the makeshift camp in Ukhia, Cox's Bazar district,
Bangladesh, 30 July 2020. Photo: EPA

The Rohingya and Afghan refugee issues are also
currently important international issues. More than 1.1
! million Rohingyas have taken refuge in Bangladesh since

““2 August 2017 due to genocide and ethnic cleansing in
Myanmar. About 50,000 newborn Rohingya children are added to it every year. Earlier, the
Rohingya had been subjected to systematic discrimination, deprivation of the right to vote,
and regular targeting of violence in Myanmar for decades.

In the last four and a half years, despite various initiatives, no real progress has been made
in resolving the Rohingya crisis. Under pressure from the international community, the
Myanmar government signed an agreement on Rohingya repatriation, but to no avail.
According to the agreement, the Rohingyas were to be repatriated in stages. The
repatriation process has not started for a long time. The Myanmar government has failed to
repatriate the displaced Rohingya and resolve the crisis. Bangladesh has repeatedly urged
various international forums to take effective steps to resolve the Rohingya crisis.

The proposal is based on the human rights situation of Rohingya Muslims and other
minorities in the context of the state of emergency in Myanmar. Top politicians were
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arrested after a military coup overthrew a democratic government in the country on
February 1 and declared a state of emergency. Political unrest, protests and clashes are
going on in the country. Thousands of people have lost their lives in the repression of the
army. Whatever the context, the unanimous resolution adopted by the Third Committee of
the UN General Assembly is very important for Bangladesh. 108 countries have supported it.
The proposal calls for finding out the root cause of the Rohingya problem. The resolution,
with a number of guidelines for the introduction of democratic governance, called on all
human rights organizations, including the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to
Myanmar, to cooperate.

A resolution presented by the OIC and the EU on the protection of the Rohingya was
unanimously adopted by the United Nations in 2021. Observers say the UN recognition is a
reflection of the international community’s strong commitment to resolving the crisis. In
addition to the EU and OIC, the resolution is supported and co-sponsored by a large number
of countries in various geographical regions, including the United States, Canada, Mexico,
Argentina, Australia, New Zealand, Switzerland, Japan, and South Korea.

The world community has been expressing solidarity with Bangladesh for the shelter of
Rohingyas for humanitarian reasons and urging for repatriation of Rohingyas. Myanmar
authorities have agreed to repatriate Rohingya in the face of international pressure. They
did not take back the Rohingyas even after two rounds of time. In this situation, as part of
regular diplomacy, Bangladesh has raised the issue of the Rohingya crisis in various forums
of the world, but everyone is listening quietly, no response or action is seen. Citizens of
neighbouring Myanmar have been given asylum in Bangladesh for humanitarian reasons.
The extra responsibility of this huge number of people is definitely a big burden for
Bangladesh. The frustration of the Rohingya is intensifying due to the lack of progress on
repatriation, which is creating various security concerns and instability in the region.

The International Criminal Court (ICJ) continued hearing the case of genocide against the
Rohingya people in Myanmar from February 21 to February 28. According to Human Rights
Watch and the Global Justice Center, the hearing is a crucial step in bringing justice to
Myanmar’s military’s crackdown on the Rohingya people. The Gambia filed a lawsuit against
Myanmar in the ICJ in November 2019 for failing to stop the genocide against the Rohingya
or punish the perpetrators.

The case, filed by the Gambia, alleges that the Rohingya in Myanmar violated various anti-
genocide memoranda and agreements by torturing the Rohingya. This case is not a criminal
case against any individual, but an entire nation has been blamed for the genocide.

Earlier, at the request of the Gambia, the ICJ issued an interim order on January 23, 2020 to
The Hague in the Netherlands to take emergency measures to protect the Rohingya in
Myanmar. Originally, the order was issued for the safety of the remaining 6 lakh Rohingyas
in the country.

Specifically, the ICJ asked the Myanmar government to take four temporary measures.
These include preventing genocide, ensuring that military and police forces do not commit
genocide, preserving evidence of genocide, and reporting on compliance with these orders
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within 4 months. This report should be reviewed every 6 months. The ICJ issued the order
on the basis of hearing the case.

However, Human Rights Watch has accused Myanmar’s military junta of committing
genocide, torture, violence, harassing arrests and other human rights abuses since the
military coup in 2021. They allege that security forces killed about 1,500 people, including
100 children, and detained more than 11,000 people for harassment. Detainees include
human rights activists, politicians, journalists and others. Those who tried to flee Rakhine
state were severely punished.

In 2019, the Myanmar government appointed former leader Aung San Suu Kyi to represent
the country in the ICJ delegation. But during the 2021 coup, she was detained by the
military. She was

later sentenced to 150 years in prison in various cases. A panel consisting of six senior
members of the military junta was then formed to represent the court.

Representatives from Myanmar and the Gambia argued whether the ICJ has the authority to
investigate and prosecute genocide allegations against Myanmar at the hearing. The hearing
was held in a hybrid format in the wake of the ongoing coronavirus epidemic. Earlier,
Myanmar security forces cracked down on Rohingyas on several occasions.

Bangladesh is still a shelter. Teknaf in Cox’s Bazar became the largest shelter in the world.
Bangladesh has held several talks with the Myanmar government on Rohingya repatriation.
Although an agreement was reached between the two countries in December 2016, the
result was zero. In this situation, after the army coup in February last year, it also fell into
disrepair. Western countries, including the United States, have been limited to
condemnation. The United Nations has not taken any action, citing reports of genocide after
an investigation by the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission in Rakhine. That is
why millions of Rohingya are now waiting for the verdict of the International Court of Justice
in The Hague.

We hope that this crisis will be resolved soon. A political solution to the Rohingya issue is
essential for lasting peace, stability, and security in the region. The regional crisis is also
growing. The locals are suffering from various problems due to Rohingyas. The only way to
resolve the crisis is to send the Rohingya back to Myanmar as soon as possible.

The writer works as a teacher in Dhaka. jubedachowdhury103@gmail.com

Published with permission. Originally appeared in Kashmirreader.com

https://www.mizzima.com/article/world-shouldnt-forget-rohingya-refugee-crisis
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