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Ethnic Armies Close to Myanmar Junta Fail to Condemn Deadly Kachin Airstrikes

Death Toll from Myanmar Junta’s Airstrike on Concert Rises to 75

‘Yakkha’ pilots in Yak-130s likely responsible for Hpakant airstrike: defector

Mongpaw Villagers Injured By Junta Shelling

Kayah Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Shelling

Karen Resistance Forces Seize Myanmar Junta Base, Capture 17 Soldiers

Many people desert their homes in many townships in Rakhine State and southern Chin
State due to ongoing fighting

Myanmar army pressuring Rakhine IDPs to return to military-controlled villages
Dozens of Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Clashes With Resistance
Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues a Press Release on October 27 concerning Special ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

US Urges ‘Forceful’ Myanmar Stance as Southeast Asia Ministers Meet

ASEAN sticks to failed peace plan despite ongoing bloodshed in Myanmar

HRW: ASEAN ministers should commit to protecting asylum seekers at emergency
Myanmar meeting

Malaysian official tells UN to stop interfering about Myanmar deportations

UN Rapporteur Says World Has Failed People of Myanmar

UN Rights Expert Urges States to Adopt Stronger Response to Myanmar Junta
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Ethnic Armies Close to Myanmar Junta Fail to Condemn Deadly Kachin Airstrikes

By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 October 2022

Arakan Liberation Party vice-chair
Daw Saw Mra Raza Linn (left in top
row), Restoration Council of Shan
State leader General Yawd Serk
(right in top row), vice-chairman of
the New Mon State Party Nai Aung
Min (left in bottom row) and
Commander General Saw Steel
from the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA) meeting
regime leader Min Aung Hlaing this

year for "peace talks".

Myanmar’s junta airstrike on a music concert inside Kachin Independence Army (KIA) territory
in Hpakant Township on Sunday has drawn domestic and international condemnation but not
from the armed groups that have held peace talks with the regime.

Ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), including the Karen National Union (KNU), Karenni National
Progressive Party (KNPP) and the three-member Three Brotherhood Alliance, condemned the
Kachin State air raids that killed more than 60 people, including civilians.

But 10 other EAOs, including the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), United Wa State
Army (UWSA) and National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), which have held talks with junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing, remained tight-lipped.

Three junta jets dropped bombs on a concert to mark the 62" anniversary of the founding of
the KIO, the political wing of the KIA, in A-Nang Pa village on Sunday evening, killing KIO staff,
ethnic Kachin artists and other civilians. Junta checkpoints denied many of the injured access to
hospital treatment.

The junta denied targeting civilians and objected to statements from the United Nations and
foreign embassies, including the US and Britain, condemning the air raid.

However, seven signatories to the 2015 Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), including the
RCSS, New Mon State Party, Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army Peace
Council, Arakan Liberation Party, Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, Pa-O National Liberation
Organization and three NCA non-signatories, including the UWSA, NDAA and Shan State
Progress Party, have remained silent.
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Representatives of the United Wa State Party and
National Democratic Alliance Army give gifts to junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing in September.

Analyst U Than Soe Naing said the silence from some
groups cooperating with the junta is expected.

“As they are in talks with the junta, looking out for
opportunities and regional interests, they won’t say anything that would displease the junta,”
the observer said.

He added that for the majority of ethnic armed organizations, however, the Hpakant incident
will draw together to counter the junta’s offensives and lead them to escalate the fight against
the regime.

The 10 EAOs attended supposed peace talks in Naypyitaw in a move that was seen as giving the
regime legitimacy.

None of the groups is fighting the regime, unlike the KNU, KIA, KNPP, Chin National Front and
Arakan Army (AA).

Leaders of the seven NCA signatories also accepted honorary Wunna Kyaw Htin titles for their
contributions to the country from Min Aung Hlaing.

RCSS leader Yawd Serk has criticized the civilian National Union Government (NUG) and its
armed People’s Defense Forces (PDFs). He said the PDFs would turn into robbers if the NUG
does not control them properly. He is now officially called Wunna Kyaw Htin Ywad Serk.

The groups have held two rounds of talks with Min Aung Hlaing, forging their ties with the
regime.

In meetings with Min Aung Hlaing, the UWSA demanded statehood, the NDAA asked for
autonomy and the SSPP asked for implementation of the 1947 Panglong Agreement and
equality.

The agreement was signed in Panglong, southern Shan State, between General Aung San and
the Shan, Kachin and Chin peoples on February 12, 1947. It accepted “full autonomy in internal
administration for the frontier areas” and envisioned a federal union.

Min Aung Hlaing, who wants to win the presidency through a general election he plans to hold
next year, has invited EAO leaders to run for election and pursue their demands in Naypyitaw’s
parliament. He is also offering legislative independence for ethnic-minority groups’ parliaments.

The KNU, KNPP, AA, Ta’ang National Liberation Army, Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army, NUG, Chin Joint Defense Committee, Chin Consultative Council and international
organizations have issued statements condemning junta airstrikes.
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The KIA said it would turn sorrow into strength and step up its revolution. The KNU, Myanmar’s
oldest EAO, called for greater cooperation to defeat the dictatorship.

Around 23 officer cadets were killed when Myanmar’s military shelled the KIA headquarters
near Laiza on November 19, 2014. The KIA officers’ academy was about 10km from the town.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-armies-close-to-myanmar-junta-fail-to-
condemn-deadly-kachin-airstrikes.html

Death Toll from Myanmar Junta’s Airstrike on Concert Rises to 75
By HEIN HTOO ZAN |27 October 2022

The number of people killed by a junta airstrike on a music concert in ANang Pa village, Hpakant
Township rose to 75 as of Thursday, with more in danger of succumbing to their injuries as
regime troops block medical treatment, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) said.

Three junta jet-fighters bombed the concert held at the village on Sunday night to mark the
62nd anniversary of the KIA’s political wing, the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO). The
deadly airstrike on a civilian area has been widely condemned as a war crime.

KIA spokesman Colonel Naw Bu told The Irrawaddy that about a dozen of the injured are dying
every day as junta troops continue to block roads after the incident.

“The death toll will continue rising because many are in critical condition and cannot be taken
to hospital,” Colonel Naw Bu said.

He said that volunteers and villagers had managed to transport a few of the injured to hospitals
or clinics via forest paths but about 64 people wounded in the attack were suffering without
proper treatment.

The KIA did not say exactly how many of their officials were killed in the attack, but according to
figures collected by The Irrawaddy, 28 of the 75 victims were from the KIA or its political wing,
the Karen Independence Organization (KIO). Among them was the Commander of the KIA's
Brigade 9, and members of the Kachin Region People’s Defense Force (KPDF).

Of the remaining 47 victims, six were Kachin ethnic businessmen and eight were members of
the National League for Democracy (NLD) who were sheltering in KIA-controlled areas to evade
arrest.

A rescue team from Hpakant’s Lone Khin village said they had been unable to reach ANang Pa
to transport the injured to hospital.
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“We tried to get to A Nang Pa in the early morning of Oct 24 but troops would not let us cross
the bridge. They have been blocking the road and it’s very frustrating because there are still
many injured people over there,” a 47-year-old rescue volunteer said.

Kachin ethnic community leaders, Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) and representatives of the
Kachin Peace-Creation Group (PCG) were reportedly negotiating with junta forces for access up
until Wednesday but with no success, Hpakant residents said.

Founded on Oct. 25, 1960, the KIO is a powerful Kachin political organization whose armed
wing, the KIA, has been fighting the Myanmar government and military for greater state
autonomy. Following the coup last year, the KIA has been launching military operations
alongside anti-regime forces in Kachin State. The KIO refused to join the junta’s peace talks this
year, branding them illegitimate.

The junta said the airstrike on the concert was retaliation for attacks on its military bases by
resistance forces. It also denied civilians including musicians were killed in the bombing and
claimed A Nang Pa was a KIA 9th Brigade military camp.

In a statement, the KIO said rather than being a military camp, the area attacked was a rest
area with a few shops.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/death-toll-from-myanmar-juntas-airstrike-on-
concert-rises-to-75.html

‘Yakkha’ pilots in Yak-130s likely responsible for Hpakant airstrike: defector

Yakkha, the Burmese word for “ogre,” was part of the call sign of each of the pilots involved in
the deadly aerial assault

Myanmar Now | Published on Oct 27, 2022

) T j:.;‘;f’ 4 "7’: Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing examines a
= Russian-made Yak-130 military aircraft in December

2019 (Senior General Min Aung Hlaing Website)

A late-night aerial assault that killed more than 60
people in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township on Sunday
was likely carried out by a squadron of Russian-made
Yak-130 military aircraft based in Mandalay, according
to a military defector.

The attack, which targeted a music festival held to mark the anniversary of the founding of the
Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), killed four high-ranking officials of the group and
dozens of civilians, including performers.
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According to Zay Thu Aung, a former captain in Myanmar’s air force who defected in February,
the nearest major airbase to the site of the attack is in Tada-U, just south of Mandalay, where
the No. 62 Fighter Squadron of Yak-130s is based together with the No. 64 Bomber Squadron of
A-5 fighter jets.

The fighter squadron has 38 pilots, including two lieutenant colonels, six majors, eight
lieutenants, and 22 captains, according to a document obtained by Myanmar Now. Each pilot is
assigned a call sign that consists of the word “Yakkha” followed by a three-digit code number.
The word—Burmese for “ogre”—is also an allusion to the type of aircraft they fly.

In addition to providing the pilots’ call signs, the document also identifies the squadron
commander as Lt-Col Zaw Myint Tun, who would have been “fully responsible” for the Hpakant
attack, said Zay Thu Aung.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify his claims.

The attack on Sunday was the deadliest by the military since it seized power in a coup early last
year. Facing heavy casualties on the ground, the junta has made frequent use of its air
superiority to carry out punitive strikes against both armed resistance groups and civilian
targets.

The KIO and its armed wing, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), have played a major role in
supporting groups formed to oppose the coup, providing arms and training to anti-regime
forces in Myanmar’s northern Sagaing Region and other areas.

Myanmar Now has learned that resistance groups attempted to inform the KIO of the
departure of the junta jets from Tada-U on Sunday night, but were unable to do so because
phone signals in A Nang Pa, where the festival was being held, had been jammed.

A source within the anti-regime People’s Defence Force said that the KIO had also been alerted
a week before the attack of possible plans to target the group’s anniversary gathering.

The military claims that A Nang Pa is a KIA base and has denied that many of the victims of the
attack were civilians. The KIA says that the area is a popular rest stop for travellers and not a
military outpost.

According to first responders who spoke to Myanmar Now, only 37 of the more than 60 people
who were killed have so far been identified. More than 100 others were severely injured, they
added.

They also said that junta troops stationed near Ginsi—the nearest village to A Nang Pa — blocked
their efforts to send the injured to hospitals in Hpakant and the state capital Myitkyina.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/yakkha-pilots-in-yak-130s-likely-responsible-for-
hpakant-airstrike-defector
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Mongpaw Villagers Injured By Junta Shelling
27th October 2022

Four civilians, including two women, were wounded by regime fire during clashes with Kachin
Independence Army Brigade 6 (Battalion 36) near Mai Hpan in Muse Township, northern Shan
State.

The villagers were injured after the Burma Army (BA) indiscriminately attacked the KIA with
artillery from its 105-mile base in the Mongpaw area at around 7pm on 25 October, a source
has told KNG on condition of anonymity

Another anonymous villager told KNG that he and other residents were hiding in bunkers they’d
dug in Mai Hpan. The man explained that BA started randomly shelling the area after the KIA
attacked their camp located near his village.

“We’re worried that more villagers will be hit by shells,” he said.

Two BA columns regularly patrol around the village, and BA artillery attacks are also common in
the area where the KIA and Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army are present.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/27/mongpaw-villagers-injured-by-junta-shelling/

Kayah Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Shelling
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 October 2022

Two civilians, including a five-year-old, were killed in Loikaw Township, Kayah State, on
Wednesday when junta bases in Loikaw and Mobye and Pekon townships in neighboring Shan
State bombarded two villages.

On Wednesday afternoon the boy was killed and four civilians, including two children, were
injured when a playground in Pekin Kaw Khuu village, was hit by junta shells, according to the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and Shwe Loikaw rescue organization.

Maung Bae To, 13, was seriously injured in the abdomen. Maung Naing Htoo, 10, Maung Du,
20, and an adult villager were also injured.

On Wednesday evening, a 25-year-old Wari Kaw Khuu villager died in hospital with a head
wound.

His 45 and 46-year-old parents were injured seriously when their village was bombarded on
Wednesday morning, according to witnesses.

No clashes with resistance groups were reported.
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“The regime intentionally targeted civilians as they know people are living there. These are
human rights violations and war crimes,” a KNDF spokesman told The Irrawaddy on Thursday.

He urged the international community to monitor attacks on civilian targets.

On Sunday, two parents were killed and their two children injured by the junta shelter while the
displaced family was sheltering in Kone Thar village, Loikaw Township.

By Wednesday, 2,394 people have been killed by regime forces while 15,960, including
government leaders, have been detained since the coup last year, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners which monitors regime crimes.

SEO:

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kayah-civilians-killed-in-myanmar-junta-
shelling.html

Karen Resistance Forces Seize Myanmar Junta Base, Capture 17 Soldiers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 October 2022

Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)-led resistance forces seized a junta base in Kyarinseikgyi
Township, Karen State on Wednesday, a KNLA Brigade 6 colonel reported.

Resistance forces attacked the Kwee Lone Taing outpost in Kyaikdone sub-township, a junta
base for Light Infantry Battalion 339 under the 13th Military Operations Command.

The offensive was carried out by KNLA battalions 17, 18 and 27, the Special Operations Force,
and the Federal Wings Drone unit. Resistance forces managed to seize the outpost despite
regime forces sending airborne reinforcements and carrying out several airstrikes.

Regime soldiers captured in the Kwee Lone Taing
operation.

Seventeen junta soldiers surrendered and 43
weapons and some ammunition were seized from
the outpost, the KNLA colonel said.

attacked an Asian Highway junta checkpoint that had reportedly been extorting money from
travelers. Four firearms were seized in the attack, said the colonel.

On September 28, KNLA and allied forces also seized the regime’s Paya Taung outpost in
Kyarinseikgyi Township. Eleven junta soldiers including a deputy battalion commander were
killed and weapons were seized in the operation, according to the Karen National Union.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/karen-resistance-forces-seize-
myanmar-junta-base-capture-17-soldiers.html

Many people desert their homes in many townships in Rakhine State and southern Chin State
due to ongoing fighting

PUBLISHED 27 OCTOBER 2022 | EMG

People have fled their homes in many townships in Rakhine State and southern Chin State due
to the ongoing fighting, announced the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA Myanmar) on October 26.

Civilian deaths, the destruction of civilian property and the displacement of people from their
homes are continuing due to the fighting going on all over the country, and humanitarian needs
are increasing, OCHA Myanmar said.

There have been civilian casualties and people fleeing their homes due to the ongoing fighting
in several townships, including Buthidaung, Kyauktaw, Maungdaw and Minbya in Rakhine State
and Palatwa in southern Chin State Stone, according to OCHA Myanmar.

OCHA Myanmar said in a statement that major roads and waterways between the townships
and Sittwe in northern Rakhine state have been blocked and traffic has been restricted,
preventing humanitarian aid from reaching those in need.

In addition, it is known that the use of waterways between Sittwe and Pauktaw townships has
been suspended indefinitely since October 19, it said.

Similarly, OCHA Myanmar's statement stated that due to the ongoing fighting in the northwest
and southeast of Myanmar, humanitarian needs are occurring and the protection of the lives
and livelihoods of civilians is still a major threat.

Humanitarian organizations have continued to provide emergency and social relief assistance to
people who have been displaced due to conflict, and people in restricted areas to help reach
the affected people, it said.

According to the latest statistics of the United Nations as of October 17, there have been nearly
1.4 million people who have fled their homes throughout Myanmar. Among them, more than
one million people have fled their homes due to conflict and insecurity after February 2021,
and more than 330,400 people have been displaced due to previous conflicts, most of them are
from Rakhine State, OCHA Myanmar said in a statement.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/many-people-desert-their-homes-in-many-townships-in-
rakhine-state-and-southern-chin-state-due
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Myanmar army pressuring Rakhine IDPs to return to military-controlled villages

Displaced civilians say the military wants to use them as human shields amid ongoing tensions
with the Arakan Army

Wai Tha Tun | Published on Oct 27, 2022

TR , AnIDPcampin Rakhine State’s Buthidaung Township,
&% scenin March 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Regime forces are threatening to charge civilians
displaced by conflict in northern Rakhine State with
trespassing if they don’t return to their home villages,
according to local sources.

: ~ | Thevillagers, who live in several camps for internally
displaced persons (IDPs) in the state’s Buthidaung Township, have also been denied access to
aid, the sources said.

According to one person familiar with the situation, junta authorities summoned officers of four
IDP camps on October 19 and told them that people living in them would have to leave or face
charges of trespassing.

“How can they go home when there is still the risk of triggering landmines on the way back to
their villages? But the military just said they have to go,” said the source, who did not want to
be named.

Meanwhile, the military has also reportedly begun making lists of people living in camps in
Rathedaung, Ponnagyun, Kyauktaw and Mrauk-U townships in order to pressure them to leave.

A total of at least 3,000 IDPs from more than 20 villages are staying at the Lan Ma Kyaung, Mya
Taung, Gandari, and Yan Aung Myay Kyaung camps in Buthidaung alone.

It was unclear what the charges of trespassing would be based on, as the camps are located
inside monastery compounds or on other privately-owned land.

“The lands where the camps are set up don’t belong to the government or the military. They’re
all on private property,” said one Buthidaung local.

The junta authorities also told camp officials that IDPs deemed to be trespassers would be
subject to a 10pm to 5am curfew, a source told Myanmar Now.

The military offered no explanation for why it was trying to empty the camps, but residents say
they believe it is because the army wants to use them as human shields amid growing tensions
with the Arakan Army.
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“They are deliberately putting people in harm’s way. This kind of thing would not be acceptable
in most other countries,” said one IDP.

Another displaced civilian also expressed dismay at the prospect of being forced to return to his
village under the current circumstances.

“We don’t have any plan to go back home, nor is there any home left for us to go back to. The
military is stationed in our village. They say they will ‘provide security’ for us, but it is impossible
for us to coexist with them,” he said.

According to reports, regime forces based in the village of San Go Htaung, located east of the
town of Buthidaung, have been shelling the surrounding area in recent days.

Meanwhile, the military has also been blocking deliveries of aid to the camps from both local
and international relief groups for the past four months, sources said.

In order to meet their basic needs, IDPs have had to try to find day-labour jobs or sell their few
belongings, said one displaced villager.

“Some people can find work on construction sites, but there is no regular employment
available. Without support, life is even more of a struggle than before. Those who have nothing
to sell just have to go into debt,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-pressuring-rakhine-idps-to-return-
to-military-controlled-villages

Dozens of Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Clashes With Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 27 October 2022

Around 35 Myanmar junta forces were reportedly killed and a junta outpost was occupied over
the last two days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) continued to attack regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Karen, Mon and Chin states and Sagaing, Mandalay and Magwe
regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by EAOs and PDFs. Some
casualties could not be independently verified.

Junta outpost occupied in Karen

Seventeen regime soldiers were captured along with over 40 firearms and some ammunition in
Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State on Wednesday when the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) raided the Kwelone junta outpost in the township, according to local media outlet the
Karen Information Center.
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Firearms and ammunition seized by the KNLA during a
raid on the Kwelone junta outpost in Kyainseikgyi
Township on Wednesday. / CJ

A KNLA representative told the media the group
launched the attack on the outpost of the military’s Light
Infantry Battalion 561 on Tuesday evening.

The next morning, 17 regime forces surrendered to the KNLA. In the clash, two regime soldiers
were killed.

After losing its outpost, the junta used aircraft to bomb the area.
Clashes continue in Karen

Resistance fighters of the KNLA’s Cobra Column during
a clash with regime forces in Karen State. / Cobra
Column

Clashes continued to erupt in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State on Wednesday when the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) attacked soldiers from the
military’s Light Infantry Battalion 207, which was
attempting to raid the Luu Khoe Nyaung Chaung area
in the township, said Cobra Column of the KNLA.

During a 30-minute firefight, two resistance fighters suffered minor injuries. Military casualties
were unknown.

Near-daily clashes between combined KNLA and allied PDF groups and regime forces have been
reported in the area for weeks.

Regime troops ambushed in Sagaing

An improvised land mine used by a PDF group to
ambush regime forces in Myaung Township. /
Myingyan PDF Battalion 5

More than 10 regime soldiers are believed to have
been killed or injured in Myaung Township, Sagaing
Region on Tuesday night when three PDF groups used
a cluster of land mines to ambush a military

4 detachment near a village, according to a PDF group
that coordinated the ambush.

29 Al QUAD. CAMERA
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The military detachment stationed at the police outpost in Kyauk Yit Village has been arresting
PDF forces and conducting arson attacks on nearby villages in the township nearly every day,
the PDF group said.

10 junta forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

PDF fighters of Danger Force with improvised
weapons. / Danger Force

Ten regime troops were reportedly killed in
Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday
when combined PDF groups used four land mines
to ambush a military vehicle on the Monywa-
Ayadaw highway, local resistance group Danger
Force, which coordinated the attack, said on
Wednesday.

i’_v« L T PO N S e

After being ambushed, the military vehicle stopped near the blast area. Only three soldiers in
the vehicle randomly responded with firearms. Citing military informants, the PDF group
claimed that around 10 soldiers were killed and many others injured.

Three junta soldiers including captain killed in Sagaing

A regime vehicle after it was mined by PDF groups
in Monywa Township. / CJ

Three regime troops including an army captain
were killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region
on Tuesday when combined PDF groups used land
mines to ambush regime forces in a civilian vehicle
on the Monywa-Ayadaw highway, according to local media.

The PDF groups told the media that regime forces used the civilian vehicle to transport meals to
the junta’s patrols on the highway.

The vehicle was attacked when it stopped in front of the area where mines were planted. Two
other regime forces suffered injuries in the attack, the PDF groups claimed.

Regime forces abandoned the damaged vehicle.
Two soldiers killed by PDF mines in Mandalay

Two regime troops were reportedly killed in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on
Wednesday when combined resistance groups used five land mines to ambush a military
detachment near a village, according to local media reports quoting PDF groups.
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The military detachment retreated from the ambush area after troops of their advance unit
were hit by the mine blasts. Later, regime forces used a vehicle to transport the bodies of killed
or injured soldiers from the area, a resistance leader who was involved in the ambush told the
media.

Two junta forces killed in clash in Magwe

Two regime troops were killed in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on Wednesday when two PDF
groups trained by the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Kachin State clashed with the regime
forces near a police outpost in the township, said PDF-Yanangyaung, which was involved in the
attack.

The PDF groups said the attack was in response to the junta’s air strikes on a Kachin outdoor
concert in Hpakant Township, Kachin State killing over 80 people including residents, musicians
and KIA officers on Sunday.

Six regime forces killed by PDF mines in Chin

The resistance group Mountain Eagle Defence Force (MEDF) claimed to have killed six regime
soldiers in Falam Township, Chin State on Wednesday morning by using remote-controlled
mines to ambush the regime forces in the township.

The regime forces were returning to their junta outpost near the town of Rikhawdar after
picking up rations from the military base in the town.

Junta forces burned the bodies of their dead comrades along with civilian houses nearby and
injured soldiers were taken to a junta outpost, the resistance group said.

Military convoy ambushed in Mon

Taung Nyo guerrilla forces claimed to have ambushed a military convoy of 19 vehicles traveling
from Thanphyuzayat Township to Ye Township in Mon State on Tuesday morning.

Military casualties were unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/dozens-of-myanmar-junta-forces-killed-in-two-days-
of-clashes-with-resistance.html

Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues a Press Release on October 27 concerning Special ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

PUBLISHED 28 OCTOBER 2022

Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a press release on October 27 that the Special ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting (Special AMM) was held with only nine ASEAN countries and so it is not in
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line with the principles enshrined in Article 5 of the ASEAN Charter on “Rights and Obligations”
and so Myanmar will not be bound by the outcomes of the meeting.

The Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (Special
AMM) was held on 27 October 2022 in Jakarta,
Indonesia. Myanmar received the invitation from the
Chair of ASEAN to assign a non-political representative to
the meeting. It contradicts Article 5 of the ASEAN Charter
on “Rights and Obligations”. Since Myanmar fully
adhered to the principle of non-interference in internal

, - =& affairs and the principle of equal rights and obligations,
Myanmar did not accept the invitation, which discriminates the level of representation among
the Member States.

The meeting was held with only nine ASEAN Member States without Myanmar, which is not in
line with the principles enshrined in the ASEAN Charter. Therefore, Myanmar will not be bound
by the outcomes of the meeting.

Since it assumed the state’s responsibilities in line with the 2008 State Constitution, the State
Administration Council has been implementing the Five-Point Roadmap to restore the
multiparty democratic system. At the same time, as a responsible member state, Myanmar has
been constructively cooperating with the Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair in implementing the
ASEAN five-point consensus.

To restore peace and stability in every corner of the country, the Government is holding several
rounds of dialogues with Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs), political parties, and peace
negotiation groups. The Government is also implementing the Five-Point Roadmap and
achieving tangible progress. In addition, the Provision of Humanitarian Assistance through the
AHA Centre is another notable progress made under ASEAN five-point consensus. While giving
special consideration to the safety and security of humanitarian personnel, the Government
continues facilitating the delivery of broader humanitarian assistance to the population without
any discrimination. It will also continue to facilitate the Joint Need Assessment to start the
Phase Il process of the ASEAN Humanitarian Assistance.

Although the Government is prioritizing building the Union based on democracy and federalism
as desired by the people of Myanmar, the so-called NUG and PDF terrorist groups have been
committing violent activities to disturb its efforts. Despite the challenges and undue pressure
from inside and outside the country, Myanmar Government is cooperating with other fellow
members to materialize the five-point consensus as a responsible member state. Since
implementing the five-point consensus is a process, inserting additional pressure by setting a
timeframe will create more negative implications than positive ones.

It is crucial to maintain ASEAN unity and centrality towards a sustainable regional organization,
especially at this time of rising global rivalries and major power competitions. While respecting
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each other’s sovereignty and integrity, ASEAN, a rule-based organization, must follow the
provisions and fundamental principles of the ASEAN Charter, especially non-interference in the
internal affairs of the member states. By so doing, ASEAN can maintain its unity and centrality,
it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ministry-of-foreign-affairs-issues-a-press-release-on-
october-27-concerning-special-asean

US Urges ‘Forceful’ Myanmar Stance as Southeast Asia Ministers Meet
By AFP | 27 October 2022

WASHINGTON—The United States urged strong action on Myanmar as Southeast Asian
ministers prepared to meet Thursday on how to deal with the military-run country ahead of an
upcoming summit.

Foreign ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are holding emergency
talks Thursday in Jakarta on Myanmar in advance of the Nov. 10-13 ASEAN and East Asia
summits in Cambodia.

Daniel Kritenbrink, the top US diplomat for East Asia, said the junta, which seized power in
February 2021, was leading “the complete destruction of all the progress made over the last
decade” as the nation transitioned to democracy.

“The brutality of the regime—wantonly killing, murdering civilians, bombing schools, executing
activists, beheading teachers. | think what you’ll see from the United States of America at the
East Asia Summit is a very forceful call to do more to apply pressure to the regime,” Kritenbrink
said.

“I think we have some practical ideas in mind,” he said at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washington.

“We are not going to sit idly by while this violence continues; we’re not going to sit idly by while
the junta prepares for what will be completely fake and sham elections that they talk about
holding next year,” he said.

There has been little progress on an ASEAN five-point plan from April last year, which called for
an end to violence, increased humanitarian aid, as well as dialogue between the military and
the anti-coup movement.

Kritenbrink said that the United States has “great respect” for ASEAN but said that Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, during talks in August, voiced “frustration” on the lack of forward
movement on Myanmar.
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The United States was also working with ASEAN leaders to “ensure that Ukraine meaningfully
participates” in the East Asia Summit, Kritenbrink said.

The summit should “send a strong message that big countries cannot simply take what they
want from smaller neighbors,” he added.

Russia, a Pacific power, has traditionally participated in the East Asia Summit and not Ukraine.
But the United States has been seeking to isolate Russian President Vladimir Putin after he
launched a full scale invasion of his neighbor in February.

For the summit of the Group of 20 major economies taking place in Bali after the East Asia
Summit, the Indonesian hosts have sought a compromise by inviting Putin, a G20 leader, as well
as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/us-urges-forceful-myanmar-stance-as-
southeast-asia-ministers-meet.html

ASEAN sticks to failed peace plan despite ongoing bloodshed in Myanmar

At special meeting in Jakarta, the regional bloc's top diplomats emphasized implementation of
5-point consensus.

Ismira Lutfia Tisnadibrata for BenarNews | 2022.10.27

Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn speaks during
a special meeting of Southeast Asian foreign ministers at
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
secretariat in Jakarta, Oct. 27, 2022. Galih Pradipta/Pool
via Reuters

Southeast Asian foreign ministers decided Thursday to
persist with a failed peace plan on Myanmar, a move
that a top human rights group called “a huge
disappointment,” days after the bloodiest single airstrike in the country since last year’s
military coup.

The ministers emphasized the need to ensure the time-bound implementation of a five-point
consensus agreed to with the Burmese junta in April 2021, ASEAN chair Cambodia said after
a special meeting in Jakarta of top diplomats from the regional bloc’s member-states.

The ministers “reaffirmed the importance and relevance” of the consensus, “and
underscored the need to further strengthen its implementation through concrete, practical
and time-bound actions,” Cambodian Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn said in a statement
after the meeting.
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The consensus calls for an immediate end to violence; a dialogue among all concerned
parties; mediation of the dialogue process by an ASEAN special envoy; provision of
humanitarian aid through ASEAN channels; and a visit to Myanmar by the bloc’s special
envoy to meet all concerned parties.

Retno Marsudi, Indonesia’s top diplomat, acknowledged that the foreign ministers from
member-states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations were disappointed with the
lack of significant progress in implementing the five-point consensus, with some expressing
their frustration.

“Instead of progressing, the situation was even described as worsening,” Retno said.
“The approach of sweeping problems under the rug should no longer be an option.”

But, as chair Cambodia’s statement said, the foreign ministers, “agreed that ASEAN should
not be discouraged, but even more determined to help Myanmar to bring about a peaceful
solution the soonest possible.”

Myanmar’s expulsion from ASEAN was never on the table, according to Sidharto
Suryodipuro, director general of ASEAN cooperation at the Indonesian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

“Discussions on the situation in Myanmar have always been based on the assumption that
Myanmar remains part of ASEAN,” Sidharto told reporters.

The special meeting in Jakarta was held to prepare recommendations to be submitted to
ASEAN leaders at the summit of the 10-nation bloc in Cambodia next month.

Discontent has been growing among some ASEAN members about the junta reneging on the
consensus it had agreed to, and amid the relentless violence, especially the execution of four
political prisoners in July.

The violence has only increased since.

At least 63 people were killed after Myanmar military jets Sunday dropped munitions on a
crowd attending a concert celebrating the 62nd anniversary of the Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO)’s founding. It was believed to be the deadliest single airstrike since the
military seized power in a February 2021 coup.

Saifuddin Abdullah, Malaysia’s outspoken top diplomat, in July had raised the prospect of
junking the five-point consensus. Last month in New York, he had questioned its validity,
because the junta had been blithely ignoring it.

But Saifuddin, who has consistently taken the lead on post-coup Myanmar issues at ASEAN,
was absent from the special meeting in Jakarta, because his government is now a caretaker
administration after the announcement of a general election next month in Malaysia.
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Seven ASEAN foreign ministers attended the talks in Jakarta in person.
As in several previous meetings, Myanmar was not represented, Prak said.

Vietnam’s foreign minister was busy preparing for a visit by the head of the Viethamese
communist party to China next week, according to an ASEAN diplomatic source.

The Myanmar representative desk is seen empty during
the Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers' Meeting at the
ASEAN secretariat building in Jakarta, Oct. 27, 2022.
Credit: Handout ASEAN via AFP

‘Junta has shown its contempt for ASEAN’

Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director for Human Rights
Watch, minced no words in expressing his dismay
about the outcome of Thursday’s meeting in Jakarta.

“ASEAN has reached a make or break point on Myanmar, but the Special Foreign Ministers
meeting statement reflected just more business as usual, and that’s a huge disappointment.
It’s hard to see how the Five Point Consensus can be saved when the SAC military junta has
failed to implement one word of what Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing promised in Jakarta last
year,” he said in a statement, referring to the Burmese military chief.

“Instead of the kind of wishy-washy language contained in the [ASEAN] chairperson’s
statement today, ASEAN needs to get tough by establishing clear, time bound human rights
benchmarks on Myanmar that include the release of political prisoners, a cessation of
attacks on civilians, and steps towards dissolving the junta to allow for the establishment of
civilian democratic rule,” Robertson added.

“Those benchmarks should be accompanied by clear penalties should Myanmar fail to meet
them,” he added.

ASEAN will have to do more than repeat calls for an end to violence and the need for
dialogue and negotiation, said Hunter S. Marston, a researcher on Asia at the Australian
National University.

“Those conditions are unrealistic at this point, and the junta has shown its contempt for
ASEAN and its diplomatic efforts,” he told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news service.

ASEAN will never expel Myanmar, but it should include representatives from the opposition
National Unity Government (NUG) to promote dialogue, he said.

For its part, the NUG said the benefit of ASEAN holding on to the five-point consensus was
guestionable.
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“ASEAN leaders know all too well what Myanmar people want and need. We have just heard
Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, the United Nations envoy to Myanmar, say the other day that
Myanmar’s people can never accept the military junta,” Kyaw Zaw, spokesman for the NUG’s
president office told the Burmese Service of Radio Free Asia (RFA), an online news service
affiliated with BenarNews.

“If ASEAN believes the same, | think they should have direct dialogue with the NUG, the real
government that represents the wish of Myanmar people and the national ethnic groups to
put an end to all these crises,” Kyaw Zaw added.

Based on the outcome of Thursday’s meeting and because ASEAN makes its decisions
consensually, one Burmese analyst, Sai Kyi Zin Soe, did not foresee much progress being
made at the ASEAN summit in Phnom Penh next month.

“ASEAN member countries seem to be split into two: the West-leaning and the pro-China,
and they are not sure of their stand between the two either. Some member countries favor
the idea that the NUG should be invited as the West suggested whereas the others still hold
the belief that the Myanmar military junta can be further reasoned with for progress,” Sai
Kyi Zin Soe told RFA.

“Because of these different views among ASEAN countries, the summit, in my opinion, might
not be able to make a common decision that Myanmar people desire, or a common decision
that leads to effective changes for Myanmar people.”

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-meeting-10272022161541.html|

HRW: ASEAN ministers should commit to protecting asylum seekers at emergency Myanmar
meeting

By Mizzima |27 October 2022

A handout photo made available by the Indonesian
Ministry for Foreign Affair shows Cambodia’s Foreign
Minister Prak Sokhonn (3-L) and Indonesia’s Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi (2-R) attending the Association of
@ Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministers'

4 special meeting at the ASEAN secretariat in Jakarta,
 ET——— BEN /ndonesia, 27 October 2022. Photo: EPA

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on Southeast Asian foreign ministers meeting today (27
October) in Jakarta, Indonesia, to discuss the most pressing crisis facing the region: Myanmar.
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According to HRW, last April, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) adopted a
“five-point consensus” in response to the February 2021 military coup in Myanmar, an ASEAN
member.

Since then, Myanmar junta chief Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing has defied each point while
overseeing crimes against humanity and war crimes by security forces. Just this week, a junta
airstrike unlawfully killed at least 60 people at a music concert in Kachin State.

HRW says that today’s discussion, taking place ahead of the ASEAN summit in November,
should address how the bloc can revamp its approach to support international efforts to restrict
the junta’s access to foreign revenue and arms.

In August, the ASEAN ministers noted they were “deeply disappointed by the limited progress
in and lack of commitment” of junta authorities and committed to assessing next steps
“consistent with Article 20 of the ASEAN Charter,” which covers serious breaches of the charter
or non-compliance.

But HRW believes that the foreign ministers should also look beyond influencing the crisis
within Myanmar’s borders.

As military atrocities continue, growing numbers of Myanmar refugees are seeking asylum
throughout the region. An estimated 70,000 have fled to neighboring countries since the coup.
Yet rather than protecting asylum seekers from the junta’s violence and persecution, regional
actors are forcing Myanmar refugees and other nationals back into harm’s way.

Malaysian authorities have accelerated deportations to Myanmar, returning over 2,000 people
since April without allowing the United Nations refugee agency to assess their asylum claims.

Thai authorities have similarly pushed asylum seekers back across the Myanmar border without
verifying their protection needs.

And last week at the 90th General Assembly of Interpol, the international criminal police
organization, the junta’s police chief requested that Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand hand
over any “terrorists” — its label for all opponents of military rule.

The ASEAN chair noted in a statement yesterday (26 October) that “ASEAN is gravely concerned
over the recent escalation of violence in Myanmar” and “deeply saddened by the ... immense
suffering that ordinary people in Myanmar have endured.”

According to HRW, recognizing the grave abuses the junta has unleashed on Myanmar’s people
is only step one. Southeast Asian leaders also need to ensure their own governments don’t
force people back to suffer under the brutality they managed to flee.

https://mizzima.com/article/hrw-asean-ministers-should-commit-protecting-asylum-seekers-
emergency-myanmar-meeting
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Malaysian official tells UN to stop interfering about Myanmar deportations

Home Minister Hamzah Zainuddin said his country would take action against foreigners who
violate Malaysia’s laws.

Iman Muttaqin Yusof and Nisha David for BenarNews | 2022.10.27

Malaysian authorities use a police truck to transport
immigrants believed to be in the country illegally from
a wholesale market in Selayang, Selangor state, May
11, 2020. S. Mahfuz/BenarNews

United Nations organizations and other groups
should stop meddling in Malaysia’s internal affairs,
the country’s home minister said Thursday when
asked about these agencies criticizing the
deportations of Myanmar nationals, including asylum seekers.

Kuala Lumpur would take action against any foreigner who violates Malaysian laws, no
matter where they were from, Home Minister Hamzah Zainudin said.

“So, the UNHCR, United Nations or anyone at all, if the people we detain entered the
country legally but then violate our laws, we will then send them back. No need for outsiders
to interfere,” he told reporters in Kelantan state on Thursday.

Hamzah made the remarks about a week after news broke that Malaysia had deported 150
Myanmar nationals, including defectors from the Burmese military.

The Reuters news agency had reported that the expelled people included six former
Myanmar naval officers, who were arrested in September and sent back to Myanmar on Oct.
6. It said at least four of the officers had sought U.N. refugee status in Malaysia and that one
officer and his wife were detained upon arrival in Yangon.

They were among more than 2,000 Myanmar nationals deported since April, Human Rights
Watch stated in a statement earlier this week.

In defending the government’s action, Hamzah said the deportations were based on
international law, adding that Malaysia would not deport any foreigner if their life would be
put in jeopardy.

“We will not deport people if they will disappear in their own country or if it would oppress
them. We do it based on the international law. So, everyone, every Malaysian must
understand this,” he said.

Hamzah was the only Malaysian government official to respond to the U.N. statements.
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Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah, who for months was seen in ASEAN circles as the most
outspoken critic of the military regime in post-coup Myanmar and the biggest ally of the
National Unity Government, has kept silent on the issue of the deportations.

Saifuddin was the first Association of Southeast Asian Nations foreign minister to contact
Myanmar’s shadow government, publicly meet with its foreign minister and push for the
regional bloc to actively engage with it.

Saifuddin did not attend an emergency meeting of top ASEAN diplomats in Jakarta on
Thursday to discuss how to end the Myanmar political crisis and contain widespread violence
there.

183,000 refugees

As of September, more than 183,000 refugees and asylum seekers were registered in
Malaysia, according to UNHCR data. Of the total, 157,900 were from Myanmar — 105,870
Rohingya followed by 23,190 Chins and 28,840 from other ethnic groups. The other refugees
were from 50 countries where they were escaping prosecutions and wars.

Malaysia is not a signatory of the U.N. 1951 Refugee Convention, but the Muslim-majority
Southeast Asian country has become the favorite location for people from Myanmar seeking
refuge, especially members of its stateless Rohingya Muslim minority.

On Tuesday, UNHCR spokeswoman Shabia Mantoo said her agency was concerned about
Malaysia’s continued deportation of Myanmar asylum-seekers, placing lives at risk.

“We have received multiple disturbing reports of these forced returns of Myanmar nationals
from Malaysia since April this year, including those seeking international protection. In the
last two months alone, hundreds of Myanmar nationals are reported to have been sent back
against their will by the authorities.

“UNHCR continues to call on Malaysia to immediately stop the forced returns of Myanmar
nationals seeking safety from serious harm. Sending them back to Myanmar exposes them to
harm and danger,” she told reporters at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.

“UNHCR appeals to the Malaysian authorities to adhere to their international legal
commitments and ensure full respect for the rights of people in need of international
protection,” she said.

Moratorium

On Wednesday, U.N. Human Rights Chief Volker Tirk called for a moratorium on the forced
return of Myanmar nationals, adding that with the rising levels of violence and instability and
the collapse of its economy and social protection systems, it was not the time to send
anyone back to Myanmar.
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“This is especially the case for anyone with specific protection concerns, such as political
activists or military defectors, who are at grave risk upon return,” he said in the statement.

Under international law, the principle of non-refoulment says that people can’t be sent back
to a country where they are likely to be persecuted, tortured, mistreated or have their
human rights violated in other ways.

“It is essential that in light of the prevailing situation in Myanmar, now more than ever, that
states do not return people to suffering and danger, and provide them with a secure legal
status while their country remains in crisis,” Tirk said.

Meanwhile, Migrant Care country representative Alex Ong joined other human rights groups
and the U.N. in calling for Malaysia to stop deportations of Myanmar nationals.

“It is not about intervention of Malaysia home affairs, but a joint collaboration to save lives
from returning to face the life-threatening oppression,” Ong told BenarNews, an RFA-
affiliated news service. “Group appeal is to prevent the mass massacres of innocent
refugees. It is a purely humanitarian appeal.

“Pushing refugees back to the unsafe situation is like sending them back to be slaughtered,”
Ong said.

Since its coup on Feb. 1, 2021, the Myanmar junta has been carrying out a widespread
campaign of torture, arbitrary arrests and attacks that target civilians, the U.N. and rights
groups have said.

Since the coup nearly 2,400 people have been killed and nearly 16,000 have been arrested in
Myanmar, according to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

BenarNews is an RFA affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/stop-interfering-10272022141045.html

UN Rapporteur Says World Has Failed People of Myanmar
By AFP | 27 October 2022

UNITED NATIONS—The international community has failed the people of Myanmar since a
military junta took power last year, the UN human rights rapporteur for the Southeast Asian
country said Wednesday.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military coup, with swathes of the country engulfed by
fighting.
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More than 2,300 people have been killed in the military’s crackdown on dissent since the coup,
which rights groups say includes razing villages, mass extrajudicial killings and air strikes on
civilians.

“The pattern of the response of the international community to this horror has not changed,”
said rapporteur Thomas Andrews.

“And because of that, there is not the requisite pressure necessary to generate any kind of
change in the behavior of the military junta.”

He called this incomprehensible for the people of the nation formerly called Burma.

“The world is failing the people of Myanmar, to me there’s no question whatsoever,” said
Andrews, also denouncing what he called inaction by the UN Security Council.

“There is a leadership vacuum, here in the UN and the international community,” he added.

He noted there are ties between the junta and Russia and acknowledged that a Myanmar
resolution imposing sanctions or an embargo on arms sales would be vetoed.

“Then what do we do? Do we just throw our hands up?” Andrews asked.

“What | urged member states to do and what I’'m urging them individually and what | urge them
to do today is to establish a coalition of nations who are willing to stand with and for the people
of Myanmar,” the diplomat said.

He noted that Russia’s veto in the Security Council did not prevent many countries from
punishing Moscow with sanctions for invading Ukraine.

Andrews urged the international community not to make things worse by granting legitimacy to
elections announced by the junta, which he called a farce. He singled out India, which has
defended its ties with the junta.

He also criticized Malaysia for deporting Myanmar asylum seekers back to their home country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/un-rapporteur-says-world-has-failed-
people-of-myanmar.html

UN Rights Expert Urges States to Adopt Stronger Response to Myanmar Junta

Margaret Besheer

UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. special rapporteur for Myanmar warns that unless the
international community changes how it deals with the military junta in that country, the
already catastrophic situation will only get worse.
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FILE - Tom Andrews, the U.N. special rapporteur, speaks during a
press conference in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, June 23, 2022.
Military-ruled Myanmar's promise of free and fair elections next
year is “preposterous,” Andrews said Oct. 27, 2022.

/| “There's no coordination, there's no strategy. There's no focus.
And as a result, these don't add up to any kind of a coherent whole,” Tom Andrews told VOA of
the various sanctions and arms embargoes imposed by some countries.

The humanitarian situation has rapidly deteriorated in Myanmar since the military ousted the
country’s democratically elected government in February 2021. The power grab took place
following days of tension between the military and the ruling National League for Democracy
(NLD), which won the November 2020 elections. The military refused to accept the results,
alleging massive election fraud.

Since its takeover, the military leadership has sought to suppress protests and silence critics,
jailing journalists, members of civil society, human rights defenders and political opponents.

“Thousands and thousands of people have been killed. Tens of thousands have been detained,”
Andrews said. “Many of them are children. People have been tortured, including children. And
we see that the brutality of this military junta knows no bounds.”

Military strikes

Last month, a military helicopter opened fire on a school in the northwestern Sagaing Region,
killing 13 people, including seven children. Earlier this week, the military bombed the site of a
concert where hundreds were celebrating the anniversary of the founding of the Kachin
Independence Organization. At least 50 people were killed.

Andrews, an independent human rights expert whose mandate comes from the U.N. Human
Rights Council, delivered his annual report Wednesday to the General Assembly committee that
deals with human rights.

He singled out Myanmar’s civil society, human rights defenders and journalists as “heroes” who
are risking their lives to document atrocities and deserve international support. The junta, he
said, has committed crimes against humanity and war crimes.

There was no response to Andrew’s report from Myanmar’s military rulers, who are not
currently represented at the U.N. When Andrews presented his report, the representative for
Myanmar’s democratically elected government, which still has U.N. credentials, spoke and
echoed the special rapporteur’s findings.

Andrews recommended that countries form a coalition to implement a coordinated strategy to
deprive the military of arms and fuel for their aircraft, financing, and the legitimacy the junta
seeks.
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That includes not assisting or recognizing planned elections next year, which he said the military
wants to use to solidify its hold on power. Andrews said a free, fair and inclusive vote would be
impossible in the current conditions.

“You cannot have an election when you incarcerate, torture and execute the opposition,” he
said. “You can't have an election where it's illegal to criticize the junta. This is outrageous. So,
it's important that governments not give any kind of legitimacy to this fraud by providing any
kind of assistance whatsoever.”

Foreign ministers from regional bloc ASEAN are holding a special meeting Thursday on the
situation in Myanmar. In April 2021, the 10-member bloc came up with a "five-point consensus"
to end the fighting and move to dialogue. Myanmar military chief Min Aung Hlaing agreed to
the package of proposals but has failed to implement it.

The special rapporteur said he was encouraged that there has been some criticism within
ASEAN members about the five-point consensus and that there is discussion of new strategies.

Andrews said he had not been able to establish contact with ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi or
President U Win Myint, who have been jailed by the junta. He does have ongoing engagement
with the national unity government. As for contacts with the military leadership, he said he had
sought entry into Myanmar but had been rejected.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-rights-expert-urges-states-to-adopt-stronger-response-to-
myanmar-junta-/6808420.html
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