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NUG Issues Appeal for More Myanmar Junta Informants
Thousands flee troop deployment near Chinese-run copper mine in Myanmar
KACHIN CONFIRMS COLLABORATION WITH NUG: General Gun Maw convinced the
revolution will succeed
Myanmar Regime Troops Take Heavy Casualties in Karen State
Junta Army’s random shelling injures 90 year-old and child Kawkareik, Karen state
NUG denies that weapons seized in Shan State belonged to PDF
Over 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
Myanmar Regime Arrests Traffickers After Bodies of Rohingya Dumped
More than 100 Rohingya arrested near an island in Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady region
Two New Potential Game-Changers in Myanmar’s Crisis
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NUG Issues Appeal for More Myanmar Junta Informants
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 December 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) has invited soldiers, police and civil
servants who for whatever reason cannot defect, to join the revolution as key informants.

The NUG issued the invitation statement on Tuesday, explaining that intelligence needs are
growing as the revolution accelerates. It invited officials with useful information to connect
with the NUG’s Ministry of Defense and open a safe channel of communication.

The parallel civilian government called the informants “watermelons”: green (military) on the
outside but red (revolutionary) inside.

The NUG said many civil servants in the military administration could not defect but still wanted
to stand on the side of truth.

Since last year, so-called watermelons have been passing intelligence to anti-resistance forces
on regime troop movements and targets while also helping them evade arrest.

The appeal for more informants came after the civilian government announced that 2023
would be a decisive year for resistance efforts to topple the military regime.

The NUG’s statement promised rewards for informants depending on the level of information
sent. Informants were also guaranteed the protection of the civilian Ministry of Defense during
the revolution and in the post-revolutionary period.

The wife of a captain who is currently serving in the military declared it was better to become
an informant than defect. She said low-ranking civil servants would be interested in the
invitation because they face many hardships in the current situation, including low income.

“If the NUG has an effective plan to receive information and transfer reward money by a secure
channel, it will be more effective than the CDM |[civil disobedience movement],” she told The
Irrawaddy, speaking on condition of anonymity over safety concerns.

However, a captain who defected to the revolution on August 2021 warned the regime could
tighten restrictions on telecoms in response to the NUG’s invitation. Following the coup, the
junta has restricted and closely monitored phone and internet use among its members and
their families, he said.

“After the NUG’s official invitation, the regime is likely to impose more restrictions. Informants
must be very careful,” he told The Irrawaddy.

The regime could also plant double agents posing as NUG informants, he warned.

“Tight precautions are necessary as the regime will use various methods to crush this move.”
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-issues-appeal-for-more-myanmar-junta-
informants.html

Thousands flee troop deployment near Chinese-run copper mine in Myanmar

The junta soldiers perform security checks as workers returned to the site.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.21

Villagers in Salingyi township near the Letpadaung copper
mine in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing region flee after
junta troops raid area communities, Dec. 21, 2022. Citizen
journalist

More than 6,000 residents from nine villages near a Chinese-
) operated copper mine in northwestern Myanmar’s Sagaing
region fled their homes as troops loyal to the ruling military junta entered their communities
on Wednesday, locals said.

The exodus occurred the same day as the United Nations Security Council called for the
release of former State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in its first-ever resolution on the
political crisis in the country wracked by instability and violence since the military deposed
her and other elected leaders in a February 2021 coup.

The soldiers, who provide security for China’s state-owned Wanbao Co., which owns the
nearby Letpadaung copper mine in Salingyi township, entered the villages situated next to
the Pathein-Monywa Highway in Salingyi and adjacent Yinmarbin township at about 4 a.m.,
they said.

The mine is a joint venture between Wanbao and the military-owned Myanmar Economic
Holding Limited company. Following the military’s coup, employees walked off the job to join
the anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement, reducing the mine’s operating capacity by more
than 80%.

Earlier this year, locals reported that workers were being recalled to the mine to restart
operations after more than a year of downtime, prompting threats of an attack from anti-
junta People’s Defense Force militias.

In response, the junta pledged to defend the mine, seen as a key source of revenue for the
military regime.

Though the soldiers left in the afternoon, residents of Won Taw, Done Taw and Kan Kone
villages in Salingyi township, and Aung Moe, Mya Pin Si, Mya Shwe Si, Bein Nwe Chaung,
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Kyay Sar Kya and Ywar Thar villages in Yinmarbin township, said they were afraid to return to
their homes.

A column of nearly 100 soldiers in three military vehicles from the junta’s northwestern
military command, along with a police battalion from Yinmarbin township, entered Done
Taw village at 5 a.m., said one resident, who refused to be named for safety reasons.

“They positioned 10 soldiers each at the two entrances to the village that are located on the
north and south sides,” he said. “Police officers were placed in the streets.”

When the forces moved to the center of the village, residents ran away frantically but
soldiers detained a 14-year-old boy to use as a guide, the resident said. They released him
that afternoon with a slap across his face.

The more than 2,000 residents from 500 houses in the village have not yet returned, he
added.

The soldiers did not target Done Taw and other villages, but rather waited there to provide
security for the Chinese workers returning to the mine.

Villagers who fled their homes in Salingyi township after
junta forces entered their communities gather in another
area of the township in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing
region, Dec. 12, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

'Still hiding away'

A resident of Ywar Thar village who spoke on condition of anonymity for the same reason,
said a column of about 50 soldiers was stationed beside the village but had not raided the
homes.

“It looks like the military is taking security [precautions] for Chinese nationals going to the
Wanbao company,” he said. “We are still hiding away from them for now. We don’t know for
sure if they have left our streets or not.”

The troops did not torch or destroy any homes in the community because they appeared to
only be performing regular security checks, the villager added.

After the security forces had taken up positions in the villages, two express buses with more
than 40 passengers each drove past the Chindwin bridge in Yinmarbin township and entered
the Wanbao company compound, said residents.

Aye Hlaing, the junta’s spokesman for Sagaing region, later told RFA that the three vehicles
of troops in the area positioned themselves north and south of Wanbao in case any fighting
broke out with the local PDF.
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The military convoy entered the villages for security while four vehicles escorted passengers
to Wanbao company at 4 a.m., said Sat Kyar Waday, a spokesman for the Yinmarbin People’s
Defense Force.

“Although we were waiting to attack with landmines, we couldn’t do it as they did not come
into our target area,” he told RFA.

More than 10 clashes between the military and the PDF had already taken place in Yinmarbin
township, he said.

In the 22 months since the Burmese military seized control of the country from the
democratically elected government, more than 1,000 homes in over 20 villages in Yinmarbin
and Salingyi townships have been torched and destroyed by junta troops. The attacks forced
more than 3,600 civilians to flee their homes and seek shelter in monasteries and on
vegetable fields, according to aid workers who are helping them.

More than 10,000 locals fled their homes on Dec. 12 when junta troops providing security
for Wanbao raided their villages.

UN Security Council takes action

Reports of the exodus in Sagaing came as the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday passed
its resolution on Myanmar 12-0, despite abstentions by China, Russia and India. The
resolution expressed “deep concern” over the state of emergency imposed by the military
and its impact on civilians. It also emphasized the need for humanitarian access in Myanmar
and the release of political prisoners, including Suu Kyi.

The resolution also requested further action in the form of a report from U.N. Secretary
General Antdnio Guterres or his special envoy on Myanmar by March 15.

“Today’s resolution is long overdue, but it’s still a critical step forward for a Security Council
whose silence on Myanmar had long supported global inaction and continued a cycle of
impunity in the face of staggering human rights abuses,” said Akila Radhakrishnan, president
of the Global Justice Center, a New York-based human rights group.

“We know the Security Council has a legal and moral responsibility to respond to the crisis in
Myanmar. And this resolution offers some reassurance that Council members understand
this fact,” she said.

Myanmar's shadow National Unity Government welcomed the adoption of the resolution,
but said it would have liked to have seen a “stronger text.” It called on the Security Council
to build on the resolution “to take further and stronger action to ensure the swift end of the
military junta and its crimes.”

There was no immediate response from Myanmar's junta.
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Myanmar’s powerful military has operated with impunity while committing human rights
abuses for decades, including the 2017 genocide of Rohingya Muslims.

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Uyghur. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin. Edited by
Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/villagers-flee-12212022181343.html|

KACHIN CONFIRMS COLLABORATION WITH NUG: General Gun Maw convinced the revolution
will succeed

By Sai Wansai | December 21, 2022

It is really refreshing and energizing to hear what General Gun Maw, vice-chairman of the KIO
said recently in his interview with the RFA on December 15.

He spelled out loud and clear the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) and Kachin people’s
political conviction in a precise and transparent manner, in the aftermath of A Nang Pa Village
airstrikes by the military junta, during an ongoing concert to mark the Kachin Revolution Day on
October 23rd night where some 80 people were killed.

When RFA asked how he would like to assess the current revolution that is now affecting
countrywide, he replied: “The current situation is the showdown that will end the dictatorship
and could say it is at its concluding phase. Because in the past, there was no such countrywide
resistance-revolutionary situation. This time, as revolution and resistance are happening all
over the country without exception, we can consider this as the last showdown that would end
the dictatorship.”

KIA troops. Photo: Kachin News Group.

Regarding the questions on what he think of the present
junta’s cruelty than the successive past military regimes and
its executions of Ko Jimmy, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, and two
others; recent handing out death sentence to some more
students; daily inhumane violations of human rights and
burning down villages, he answered: “In the question that is
just asked is quite meaningful to mention inhumanity. It is hard-hitting. Firstly | want to say that
the military council is showing the path it is treading. The international community has been
warning since the military coup, such as (to pay attention to) humanity, the country’s future
and federalism and so on. And also not to prosecute Ko Jimmy, Ko Pyo Zeya Thaw and the
group but the military council did it (executed them). Moreover it launched large-scale attacks
on areas that are not military targets. Finally the attack on A Nang Pa happened and thus we
could see that the military council is showing us the way it is going to tread. Another thing is
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what it is doing shows it lacks human compassion and human instinct. The third point is | would
say the military council shows clearly that it can never stand by the side of the people.”

On question of what he meant by the grief and tears, in the aftermath of A Nang Pa bombing,
would become priceless investment, he replied: “As for A Nang Pa, | would like to say that it is
like the heart of the Kachin people has been branded with a hot iron. Before it, a lot of Kachin
people thought the military council might have some kind of leniency towards the public and
good intention in political negotiation. But when faced with such (horrible) situation, the Kachin
people’s mindset emerge as more determined, transparent and realization that they cannot
give up. All these are transformed into energy. | want to say that these (sacrifices) are priceless
investment.”

On question of working with the parallel National Unity Government (NUG), he explained:

“Our cooperation with the NUG is one of mutual trust and cooperation. The main thing is that it
is not even Kachin’s KIO anymore. We cooperate with Committee Representing Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw (CRPH) and NUG with full understanding of the entire Kachin nation. Militarily, KIA is
constantly cooperating on how to end this military dictatorship with the NUG’s Ministry of
Defense (MOD) and Central Command and Coordination Committee (C3C). So we are really
satisfied with our cooperation and would like to convey the message that we are trying
continuously.”

He moreover said the following in the interview.

e heis pleased for NUG is constantly trying to move forward but will have to try a lot
more;

e the military council’s military power is crumbling and becoming weaker with no
opportunity to recruit and won’t last long;

e General Min Aung Hlaing is like a person playing the guitar without tuning it;

e the KIA has trained more than 4,000 PDFs;

e young revolutionaries are brave, decisive and have vision for the future but need to
be systematically united;

e anti-aircraft weapons are needed, but various other approaches have to be explored
as well;

e all ethnic revolutionary groups at some point will join together;

o fully believe in Arakan Army (AA) and the truce with the military council will be only
temporary;

e collaboration of international Burmese diaspora is a formidable and very helpful;

e during the revolution defamatory accusation on one another should be avoided as it
is a waste of energy;

e finally, he respect all those who have sacrificed for the the Spring Revolution, fully
convinced that it will be successful as it is already on the right path and only need to
march forward together with full determination.
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Outlook

Gun Maw has confirmed the KIO collaboration of the NUG which now makes the ethnic-
democratic loose alliance more solid, so to speak. The KIO the Chin National Front (CNF), Karen
National Union (KNU), and Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) are also on board
together with the People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) including Local Defense Forces (LDFs) in their
territories.

=i

Gen. Gun Maw vice chairman of the KIO.

In Mon State the NMSP is not on board as it is keen to
negotiate with the junta, but the KNU forces in Mon State
together with the local PDFs are attacking and resisting the
junta.

In Shan State the EAOs such as the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) or Kokang and occasionally Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) are fighting the junta in
northern Shan State and the local PDFs in southern Shan State close to Karenni border are
doing the same. This leaves only the United Wa State Army (UWSA), National Democratic
Alliance Army (NDAA) or Mongla, Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and Pa-O National
Liberation Organization (PNLO) that are not at war with the junta.

In Arakan State Arakan Army (AA) has recently just sign a humanitarian ceasefire on November
26, but as there is no time frame attached and the conditions are vague no one knows how long
the truce will last.

Gun Maw optimism that eventually all ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) will join is a
possibility. But the question remains on how to convince those who still want to strike a bargain
with the military junta. One sure thing is if President Biden sign the Burma Act in to law, which
the House of Representatives and Senate have already approved on December 5 and December
15 respectively, to impose sanctions against the post-coup regime and aid Myanmar opposition
and resistance groups that does not include arms, the situation might change for the better or
worse.

However, while this may likely benefit the anti-junta opposition groups, it could also heighten
the latent cold war-like atmosphere with China joining the fray from junta’s side. As for the
Russian it has already made it clear that it will back the military junta, with military hardware
delivery and even gearing to build nuclear energy producing stations.

But leaving aside the possible international interference either in cold war-like or democracy
versus autocracy conflict setting, let us ponder on the domestic situation purely on human
instinct.
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General Gun Maw political position can be interpreted as that there is no point to negotiate
with the coup-maker, military junta, as it isn’t an entity that cares for the population’s welfare
but only to dominate and monopolize state power at all cost. As such it can’t be treated as a
political stakeholder, much less having a say in running the country. This leaves only one option
left and that is to uproot the military dictatorship, including all forms of dictatorship whether it
is in military uniform or civilian clothes.

In short, Gun Maw is on the right side of the history and his pushing for the realization to
establish a federal democratic union according to the people’s aspirations is what the whole
country desires. The task now is on how to woo the fence-sitters and those still inclined to cut
the deal with the junta. And of course, the ethnic-democratic alliance may have to iron out the
constitutional crisis that has plagued the country for so long, through fair give-and-take, if the
revolution is to gather more momentum and speed.

But whether the Kachin leader’s pleas and optimistic views will make a difference among those
undecided and join the revolution fray in unison in the coming year is for now anybody’s guess.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25662

Myanmar Regime Troops Take Heavy Casualties in Karen State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 December 2022

Myanmar junta forces have suffered heavy losses over the past two weeks in Papun Township,
Karen State, according to the Karen National Union (KNU).

A total of 78 clashes between military regime troops and fighters from the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), the KNU’s armed wing, took place in Papun between December 1 and
December 15, KNU-Mutraw News said on Tuesday. KNU-Mutraw News is the media wing of the
KNLA’s Brigade 5, which operates in Papun.

Some 21 Myanmar military forces, including members of its allied border guard units, were
killed in the clashes, while 15 others including a major were captured, the KNU said. Three
Karen resistance fighters died and 13 others were injured.

The KNU said it managed to destroy seven junta-occupied buildings. The regime retaliated with
nine airstrikes on both resistance forces and civilian targets using 64 bombs. Moreover, the
junta launched 75 artillery shells in the area, including on civilian targets, killing a civilian and
injuring another.

The KNU is Myanmar’s oldest rebel group. Its armed wings have been fighting the junta since
March last year, after hundreds of peaceful anti-regime demonstrators were killed across the
country.
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Many People’s Defense Forces have been trained and armed by the KNU and are collaborating
with the Karen resistance in fighting the regime.

By, November, an estimated 7,227 clashes had been reported by the KNU in its territory in
Karen and Mon States and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

At least 6,187 regime soldiers were killed in those clashes and 4,985 injured, while 30 resistance
fighters were killed and 60 injured, the KNU said recently.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-troops-take-heavy-casualties-in-
karen-state.html

Junta Army’s random shelling injures 90 year-old and child Kawkareik, Karen state

A 9-year-old boy and an elderly man over 90 years old were injured when the Military Council
fired artillery randomly into Kawk Nwe village in Kawkareik township at around 10:00 AM on
December 19th, locals said.

le yagaw | 21 December 2022
) -

“Min Aung Hlaing (Junta Chief)’s troops have never cared
about the public. They just do whatever they want and
shoot at random.This time their shelling hit my father and
his grandson. My father is over 90 years old.The few people
left in the village, are now hiding in bomb shelters dug
below their houses”, the relative told KIC.

Civilians were injured when the Military Council fired artillery indiscriminately after a clash with
the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) in Kyauk Sayit Kone area of Kawk New village.A
person who brought the victims to the hospital commented that the injuries of both were in
serious condition. Elderly was hit by shrapnel on the left side of his chest, and the child was
injured on the right side of his face.

After the 230-231st Infantry Division near the 12th Command Headquarters was attacked on
December 16th, the Military Council pounded the villages around Kawkareik township using
artillery and warplanes. Also, a man was wounded by artillery fire in Yay Le Kyun village in
Kawkareik on the night of December 18th.

A resident of Kawkareik said, “The Military Council’s shelling has become a regular occurrence.
We saw them arrive from Kawkareik to Kawk New. Then we started to hear small arms and
artillery fire. It looks like the they have suffered some casualties. saw two military vehicles
driving and it is believed that they went to pick up the bodies”.
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https://karennews.org/2022/12/junta-armys-random-shelling-injures-90-year-old-and-child-
kawkareik-karen-state/

NUG denies that weapons seized in Shan State belonged to PDF

Investigations have yet to identify which organisation was attempting to transport the 499 rifles
seized by the junta in Shan State’s Hopong Township, where many armed groups continue to
operate

Esther J | Published on Dec 21, 2022

The weapons seized by the military in Shan State’s Hopong
Township on December 17 (Office of the Commander in Chief)

Myanmar’s publicly mandated National Unity Government
(NUG) has stated that some 500 rifles captured last week in
' southern Shan State were not the property of the People’s
A Defence Force (PDF), disputing the military’s claims.

The military council released a statement on Sunday claiming to have seized a large stock of
PDF arms—including at least 499 Type 81 rifles as well as ammunition and other materiel—
from a Dyna truck traveling through northern Hopong Township the previous morning.

The NUG denied the claim, but stated that it had not yet identified which organisation owned
the weapons.

“It is certain that the weapons didn’t belong to the PDF but we are still investigating whether
they belonged to the ethnic armed forces allied with us,” said NUG press officer Nay Phone
Latt.

“The military is known to employ psychological warfare techniques using fabricated images, so
we need to be very cautious,” he added.

According to the regime’s statement, the driver and passengers in the truck—which was
reportedly carrying the weapons between Pinlaung and Yatsauk (Lawksawk) townships—had
escaped.

A member of a local defence team operating in southern Shan State, who preferred to remain
anonymous, said the weapons were likely intended for transport to Karenni (Kayah) State.

He added that it had become difficult to transport weapons in the area, and that 50 rifles had
also recently been confiscated at a security checkpoint in Yatsauk Township.

“l think they’re transporting the weapons in bulk because it takes longer to transport them in
small batches,” the defence team member said.
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The same defence team member claimed the junta had made the capture with the
collaboration of the Pa-O National Organisation (PNO) and its armed wing, the Pa-O National
Army.

Myanmar Now attempted to contact the PNO about its reported participation in the weapons
seizure, but did not receive a response.

Fighters operating in Karenni State also denied having information as to the ownership of the
seized weapons.

“It’s hard to say, as we have a large number of armed forces under our command,” an
information officer of the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force said. “Therefore, | am currently
unable to confirm this.”

(Office of the Commander in Chief)

Spokespeople for several Karenni State-based PDF groups also
said they had no connection with the captured weapons.

A source close to fighters active in Shan State noted that several
other armed groups are active in the area where the weapons
were captured, including the PNO, the Restoration Council of
Shan State, and the Shan State Progress Party.

“We need to take this incident into consideration as it was a large number of weapons,” the
source said.

Standard Type 81 rifles are currently valued at 10m kyat ($4,500) each, while those
manufactured in Myanmar are reportedly available at a price of 7m to 8m kyat ($3,300-53,800).

According to Tactical Raptor, a social media page with content on military weapons, ethnic
armed groups such as the Kachin Independence Army and United Wa State Army were
manufacturing Type 81 rifles for anti-junta armed groups throughout Myanmar, including those
operating in the Karenni and Shan states.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/nug-denies-that-weapons-seized-in-shan-state-belonged-
to-pdf

Over 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 December 2022

At least 22 regime forces including two junta-appointed administrators, as well as a resistance
fighter, were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and an ethnic armed
organization (EAQ) continued to attack regime targets across the country.
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Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magwe and Bago regions and Mon and Karen
states.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the
EAO.

Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
Eleven junta soldiers killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Eleven regime troops and a resistance fighter were killed during an intense clash in Sagaing
Township, Sagaing Region early on Monday when combined PDF groups raided a military camp
in Nyaung Ngoteto Village, said local media site Sagaing True News.

All PDF groups retreated from the clash site when a Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter gunship of
the Myanmar military launched a strike.

Junta policemen ambushed in Sagaing

A junta police officer was killed and two others injured in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday when combined PDF forces ambushed three policemen on a motorbike, said PDF
group Special Forces-11, which coordinated the attack.

The policemen were attacked while they were out shopping. A PDF video shows PDF fighters
attacking policemen on a motorbike from close range.

In the attack, a gun and ammunition were seized.

The PDF group said it also used land mines to ambush an ambulance carrying the body of the
policeman killed in its ambush.

Regime forces attacked in Sagaing

Local PDF group Tike Nal Swun claimed it and three PDF groups used heavy explosives to attack
regime forces at the Nyaung Pin Won police station in Sagaing Township, Sagaing Region early
Tuesday morning.

The regime forces were attacked while extorting money from civilian vehicles on the road in
front of the police station. The PDF groups halted the attack when civilian vehicles arrived near
the police station.

After the PDF attack, regime forces from the police station raided nearby Tatar Oo Village and
burned down houses, said Sagaing True News.

Military battalion attacked in Mon
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Four regime soldiers were killed and three others injured in Ye Township, Mon State on
Tuesday when resistance fighters of Ye-Belu PDF attacked the entrance gate of the base of
military Battalion 586 outside the town, the PDF group said.

They used rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs) and firearms to attack the regime forces who were
sheltering in bunkers at the base.

A PDF video shows a resistance fighter using an RPG to attack regime targets.
Fierce clash breaks out in Karen

A PDF fighter injured in a recent clash in Karen’s Kawkareik Township
gives a three-finger salute, a sign of opposition to the coup in Myanmar.
/ NUG’s Southern Military Region

An intense clash between regime soldiers and a combined force of Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and PDF fighters broke out in Kawtnwe
Village in Kawkareik Township, Karen State on Monday, said the
Southern Military Region of the National Unity Government (NUG).

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in the
clash, and three PDF fighters were injured by junta explosives. Residents near the combat zone
were forced to flee their homes as regime forces shelled nearby villages.

Junta-appointed administrator assassinated in Bago

Bago Region PDF claimed its members assassinated junta-appointed administrator U Htay Aung
of Kyitaw Village in Htantabin Township, Bago Region on Tuesday.

The victim, who was the father-in-law of an army captain, was notorious for oppressing
civilians.
Regime patrols ambushed in Bago

A junta logistics vehicle after it was hit by a PDF land mine in
Kyauktaka Township, Bago Region on Dec. 12. / Bago Region PDF

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in
Tharyarwaddy Township, Bago Region on Monday night when
Tharyarwaddy Galon-PDF ambushed regime forces on the Yangon-
Pyay highway, said Bago Region PDF.

The regime forces were ambushed with land mines while returning to their base after patrolling
on the road.

After the ambush, regime forces randomly opened fire near a toll gate and blocked access to
the town of Tharyarwaddy, the PDF group said.
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However, the PDF fighters managed to escape from the area.
Local official among five regime personnel killed by PDF in Mandalay

Local PDF group Tawgyi Mwaybwe claimed to have killed four regime forces and a junta-
appointed village administrator in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Tuesday.

First, it assassinated U Thant Zin Ko, a junta-appointed administrator of Mwaytaline Village in
the township, on Tuesday morning.

Later that morning, it used land mines to ambush a vehicle that was transporting the
administrator’s body to his village. The vehicle was damaged and stopped at the ambush site.

The PDF group said it used another land mine to attack foot soldiers along with two military
vehicles. The junta reinforcements were ambushed while they were coming to retrieve the
body of the assassinated administrator.

In the attack, four regime troops were killed. A PDF video shows an explosion occurring near
the moving regime troops.

Police station bombed in Magwe

Some regime forces were reportedly killed or injured in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region on
Monday when Myaing-PDF used drones to bomb the Pakhangyi Police station, the PDF group
said.

An aerial video shot by the group shows a bomb dropped by a PDF drone exploding in the
compound of the police station.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar Regime Arrests Traffickers After Bodies of Rohingya Dumped
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 December 2022

Twelve traffickers have been arrested in Yangon after the bodies of 13 Rohingya migrants were
found dumped by the roadside on the edge of Myanmar’s commercial capital, the military
regime said on Tuesday.

The 12 detainees helped transport a total of 255 Rohingya from Bangladesh refugee camps to
Malaysia via Rakhine State in five separate cases of trafficking, said the regime.

They charged each migrant 700,000 kyats (around US$250), it added.

The bodies of 13 Rohingya men were found dumped by a roadside in Hlegu Township on the
outskirts of Yangon on December 5. The regime said they were among 33 Rohingya brought to
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Yangon in the latest operation by the 12-member trafficking network. The victims reportedly
suffocated to death.

Social media posts by Rohingya rights activists said the bodies also showed signs of beating. The
Irrawaddy could not independently verify their comments.

There have been frequent arrests of Rohingya in Yangon, Mawlamyine and Karen State as they
flee refugee camps in Bangladesh and Rakhine State in western Myanmar, where Rohingya
have lived and faced persecution for generations.

Despite the risk of jail terms on immigration charges, Rohingya continue to flee Rakhine to work
in Thailand and Malaysia, driven by poverty and institutionalized discrimination.

After Rakhine, they make a stopover in Yangon, helped along the way by a network of agents at
transit points such as Myawaddy in Karen State and Kawthoung, Tanintharyi Region on
Myanmar’s southern border with Thailand.

The regime has vowed legal action against traffickers and Rohingya people who illegally enter
Myanmar. In November, 71 Rohingya people were arrested in Hlegu.

Rohingya activist Nay San Lwin, co-founder of the Germany-based Free Rohingya Coalition, said
the arrests were part of a coverup to conceal regime officials’ involvement in the trafficking.

“Rohingya can’t move in Myanmar without official permission. It is impossible for a large
number of Rohingya to end up near Yangon without officials’ knowledge. All officials involved
must be investigated and face action. The arrest of 12 people is just a cover,” he said.

More than 700,000 Rohingya fled to neighboring Bangladesh in 2017 after the Myanmar
military launched a clearance operation following attacks on military and border guard outposts
allegedly conducted by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-arrests-traffickers-after-bodies-of-
rohingya-dumped.html

More than 100 Rohingya arrested near an island in Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady region
Locals say they had fled Rakhine State and were trying to reach Malaysia.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.21

Junta troops arrested 112 Rohingya near an island off Bogale township in Myanmar’s
southwestern Ayeyarwady region, local residents told RFA.

The eight children, 47 women and 57 men were in two motor boats, waiting for other boats
to take them to Bogale when they were caught on Tuesday morning.
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Some of the 112 Rohingya that were arrested near
! Gayatgyi island off Bogale township, Ayeyarwady region
| on Dec. 20, 2022. Citizen journalist

Locals say they were from Buthidaung and Maungdaw
. townships in Rakhine State and were planning to sail
= from Bogale to Malaysia.

“Two boats were caught near Ka Tone Lay [Gayatgyi] island. The boats that were waiting to
transport them to Bogale fled the scene,” a local resident, who didn’t want to be named for
security reasons, told RFA.

The Rohingya are being held at Bogale Police Station, and locals say they do not know what
charges, if any, the police plan to file against them.

RFA phoned Maung Maung Than, the junta spokesman and social affairs minister of
Ayeyarwady region to ask about the arrests but the calls went unanswered.

Suspected smugglers arrested

In a separate development the junta issued a statement Tuesday saying 12 men have been
arrested in connection with the deaths of 13 Rohingya whose bodies were found on Nov. 5 in
Yangon region’s Hlegu township.

The junta said the Rohingya had fled a refugee camp in Bangladesh and returned to Rakhine
State, from where they planned to travel to Malaysia.

It said the Rohingya were being driven to Yangon, concealed in a fuel truck and died
between Htantabin township and Hlaingtharyar (West) township.

The statement did not say whether they suffocated in the truck or were killed by the
smugglers.

The bodies were found near a pile of trash in the early morning and locals told RFA at the
time they showed signs of being immersed in water for a long time, had injury marks, and
appeared to have been dead for more than two days.

The junta said the 12 men who were arrested had also taken money from 255 Rohingya and
sent five groups to Malaysia.

According to data compiled by RFA over the past 12 months, some 1,653 Rohingya from
internally displaced persons (IDP) camps in Rakhine state and refugee camps in Bangladesh
were arrested in various parts of Myanmar. Of these, 271 were sentenced to between two
and five years in prison.
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More than 740,000 Rohingya fled Rakhine State following a military crackdown on the ethnic
minority Muslim group that started five years ago and live in refugee camps in Bangladesh.
Of the more than 600,000 that remained around 125,000 are living in IDP camps in Rakhine.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rohingya-arrested-12212022050529.html

Two New Potential Game-Changers in Myanmar’s Crisis
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 21 December 2022

The bill recently passed by the US Congress, known broadly as the 2022 Burma Act, which
allows the US government to provide technical support and non-military assistance to engage
with groups opposing the military junta in Naypyitaw, combined with the arrival of incoming
ASEAN chair Indonesia, could be a game-changer for the Myanmar crisis, which is soon to enter
its third year.

The new catalyst would be increased support of the National Unity Government (NUG), ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs), the People’s Defense Force (PDF), as well as the Committee
Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), which was set up by ousted legislators.

To date, no Western countries have enacted such a law for such a purpose. It is well known that
the US Congress often involves itself in the internal development of other countries by coming
up with legislation and sanctions to punish groups or governments that, in their view, are not
democratic and oppress their own people.

In the case of Myanmar, it is very clear that the US wanted to help the Myanmar people to
obtain democracy so they authorized the provision of so-called “non-lethal” assistance to the
groups fighting the military regime in Naypyitaw, namely the NUG, EAOs and PDFs.

III

From a historical perspective, especially the wars in Southeast Asia, such “non-lethal” aid can
sometimes become very lethal. The line is somewhat blurred. It could involve training and
providing assistance to improve the recipients’ capacity to mitigate the defensive capacity of
hostile forces.

If there is no substantive progress in the coming months, the situation in Myanmar could spin
out of control and gradually transform into a mini-proxy war.

The State Administration Council (SAC), the official name of the military junta, plans to hold an
election in August. If the SAC proceeds with the poll as planned, the next eight months could be
bloody because there is still no political dialogue and no consensus from all stakeholders on
what kind of election they would agree to have. Without any prior consultation among
conflicting partners, the election and its outcome would be a sham.
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In addition, the incoming chair, Indonesia, has a different idea of the ways and means to deal
with Myanmar. Fresh from the success of chairing the G20, Indonesian President Joko Widodo,
who has been hailed as a global leader, may want to keep the focus on Indonesia’s priorities,
which comprise multiple crises including food, energy, health, as well as digital transition.
Therefore, the Myanmar crisis may not be as high on Jakarta’s agenda as it has been for the
past two ASEAN chairmanships.

What kind of role is Indonesia going to take up? After the coup, Brunei Darussalam and the
chair’s special envoy, Erywan Yusof, adopted a low and benign profile, pursuing the ASEAN 5-
Point Consensus (5PC), albeit with minimal progress.

When the next chair, Cambodia, took over, both Prime Minister Hun Sen and his team were in
overdrive mode. Believing his personal experience and good intentions would help usher
Myanmar back into the ASEAN embrace and help end the quagmire, Hun Sen personally led the
process. In the end, the military junta did not buy into the Cambodian chair’s appeals and
proposals.

The incoming ASEAN chair, Indonesia, will be more circumspect but resolute in pressing for the
implementation of the 5PC.

As the world’s third-largest democracy, Indonesia wants to contribute to democratization in
Myanmar as the new chair can refocus the 5PC from the current trajectory to inclusive political
dialogue. At the moment, it seems all the stakeholders are still not in the mood for negotiation
as they are thinking they can win this war. The latest US Congress decision might embolden the
opposition to intensify fighting to gain more assistance. Indonesia will present the ASEAN
agenda under its tutelage at the foreign ministerial retreat later next month.

With a common border of 2,401 km with Myanmar, Thailand has the highest stakes if anything
goes wrong. With the continued fighting inside Myanmar, more and more people are moving
away from the northern region towards the South near the Thai border. Indeed, the Thai-
Myanmar border is swollen and could burst at any time.

For the past two years, Thailand has been using quiet diplomacy, not silent diplomacy as
political pundits have described, to ensure the country’s engagement with all concerned parties
both in Naypyitaw and along areas of the border under the control of ethnic armed
organizations. Since the coup in 2021, Thailand has wanted to make sure that all the key players
in the conflict would be able to hold dialogue. So far, that has not been possible, given the
current hostile situation inside Myanmar.

To jump-start an informal long-term process to build trust and confidence among the countries
that have a direct or indirect interest in Myanmar’s quagmire, Thailand has invited its
colleagues from ASEAN to join a consultative dialogue. The open-ended meeting, scheduled for
Thursday, is not an ASEAN meeting. Thailand hopes that in the future, countries which share
borders with Myanmar will be invited to exchange views.
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All'in all, the Myanmar quagmire has entered a new phase, which will become more intense
with greater outside support for resistance groups. Thailand is ratcheting up its diplomacy both
openly and discreetly in search of an exit strategy because the region has more to lose if the
crisis in Myanmar continues.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist covering regional affairs.
This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/two-new-potential-game-changers-in-
myanmars-crisis.html
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