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Fourteen Sagaing Villagers Tortured and Killed by Myanmar Junta Forces
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 9 November 2022

Fourteen Kantbalu Township men in Sagaing Region were tortured and killed by Myanmar junta
troops this month, according to residents.

On November 3 troops from Koetaungboet village, where Light Infantry Battalions 363 and 377
are based, entered Zeekanar, Shaw Phyu Kone and Hnaw Kone villages and seized residents.

Most villages had already fled their homes and were living in tents in a nearby forest.

Around 60 troops raided the forest on November 3 and seized three Zeekanar villagers and 15
Shaw Phyu Kone villagers and took them to Koetaungboet, according to Kantbalu People’s
Defense Force.

Koetaungboet is a large village tract in the north of Kantbalu Township that is well-defended
with junta bunkers around a small barracks.

On November 3, the troops released two Zeekanar villagers and on November 5 Shaw Phyu
Kone villager U Win Myint and his son were freed.
They returned home deaf and with other injuries from junta torture.

“Koetaungboet villagers told us that the troops had killed other villagers. My nephew and his
son were among those killed,” said Zaw Wai Hlaing, 50, of Shaw Phyu Kone, who is sheltering in
the forest.

His nephew Zaw Zaw, 35, and son Maung Win Thu, 15, and Ko Soe Win, 27, U Kyaw Myint Tun,
35, Ko Soe San, 18, U Moe Win Tun, 30, U Kyaw Soe, 35, U Myint Oo, 53, U Zaw Min Soe, 35, U
Nga Cho, 34, U Aung Soe, 33, U Nyi Nyi, 30, Ko Myo Aung, 25, and U Tun Oo, 35, were among
those killed.

“After committing a massacre on November 5, they slaughtered the remaining villagers and
burned their bodies, according to Koetaungboet villagers. We saw smoke above the village,” U
Maung Latt of the Koetaungboet people’s administration committee.

“They were all civilians. The troops said U Tun Oo was a resistance member but he just
organized a village security team to protect us from thieves and bandits,” U Zaw Wai Hlaing
said.

On November 6 a junta shell hit U Phoe Thar’s house in Zeekanar. He was one of the few
remaining villagers because some of his family were infirm.

The shell killed a child and a 60-year-old woman and two others were injured.

U Nay Zin Latt, the National League for Democracy MP for Kantbalu Township, confirmed the 14
deaths.
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There had been no clashes with resistance groups in the area, he told The Irrawaddy.
“We can understand the killing of combatants but these people are just civilians,” he said.

Kantbalu has around 300 villages. At least 30,000 residents have fled their homes and more
than 1,500 houses in 30 villages have been burned down by junta forces, according to U Nay Zin
Latt.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fourteen-sagaing-villagers-tortured-and-killed-by-
myanmar-junta-forces.html

Myanmar Junta Troops Kill 18, Dismember Victims in Sagaing Village Raid
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 November 2022

Junta troops killed at least 18 civilians and People’s Defense Force (PDF) members in Sagaing
Region’s Monywa Township during their latest raid in the area, said locals.

Eighteen bodies were found after junta soldiers raided Htan Lay Pin Village on Sunday. Eight of
those killed were resistance fighters: four were killed in action while four others were tortured
to death and their bodies mutilated. Ten civilians were shot dead, a resistance fighter told The
Irrawaddy.

“Photos published by a junta media outlet show [resistance fighters] shot and lying on the
ground. But what we saw were their dismembered bodies. One resistance fighter appeared to
be badly tortured. His arms had been cut into pieces and he had been disemboweled and
decapitated,” he said.

Dead bodies were scattered across the village, and some slain civilians bore signs of torture,
according to witnesses who helped gather the bodies. Residents fled their homes to escape the
violence.

Some 200 junta soldiers from units based in Monywa have been joining with junta-affiliated Pyu
Saw Htee militias to raid villages along the Monywa-Amyint Lan road since November 3. They
arrived in Htan Lay Pin on Sunday where they clashed with local resistance fighters.

Resistance bases were exposed during the raid and weapons and ammunition were seized.
Resistance fighters were killed after reportedly running out of ammunition.

“They were conducting military operations,” a member of a local PDF in Monywa Township said
of the junta raiders.

“There are many local PDF groups here. Some PDF bases were seized as [junta forces] entered
the village.”

The raid had been triggered by information leaks, he added.
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“It appears that they had received information about PDF presence in certain villages in this
area. So, it was part of their mission to raid [Htan Lay Pin].”

Villagers and resistance fighters returned to Htan Lay Pin at noon on Monday after junta troops
had moved to another village. However, they fled later the same day after junta soldiers were
again spotted near the village.

Some villagers are still missing and feared dead while the bodies of those discovered are so
badly mutilated that they cannot be identified.

Junta troops torched houses in at least three villages during the raid. More than 3,000 people
from some 10 villages were forced to flee and still can’t return to their homes.

Pro-junta Telegram channels carried photos of the eight dead PDF fighters along with weapons
seized from them near Htan Lay Pin Village.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-kill-18-dismember-victims-
in-sagaing-village-raid.html

Mutilated bodies of civilians, resistance fighters found near Monywa

Twelve people slain near the banks of the Chindwin are discovered after Myanmar army troops
leave the area

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Nov 9, 2022

A member of Doung Ni, a Wetlet-based local defence
force, is seen in early September (Pyay Kyaw via Doung
Ni Defence Force)

Twelve people were captured and killed by occupying
Myanmar army soldiers south of the Sagaing Region city
of Monywa over the past week, with their bodies only
discovered on Monday after the military’s departure
from the area.

A column of around 150 troops and members of the allied Pyu Saw Htee militia began raiding
villages along the eastern shore of the Chindwin River on November 3, displacing thousands of
residents, according to the local chapter of the anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF).

In the days that followed, they targeted four communities—Nagadwin, Htanaung Taw, Sule
Kone and Htan Lay Pin—and reportedly destroyed eight bases belonging to the resistance.
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During the series of attacks, the junta took 15 people hostage, 12 of whom were later found
dead on a farm to the west of Htan Lay Pin, and three of whom were still unaccounted for at
the time of reporting.

The Monywa PDF member told Myanmar Now that among the victims were both civilians and
resistance fighters, and at least four of the bodies had been disfigured.

“They were decapitated, or had their limbs amputated,” he explained. “Some tried to flee by
jumping into the [Chindwin] river and it appears that the military captured them anyway and
mutilated them. Some witnesses saw the military shooting and capturing our members that
were running into the river.”

Bodies found near Htan Lay Pin after the military’s
departure (Supplied)

A brief clash broke out between the PDF and the
military unit as the junta’s forces entered Nagadwin,
eight miles south of Monywa, on November 5.

“There hasn’t been a major clash yet, but we attacked
; = 7 them with explosive devices and mortars, using 60mm
shells,” the PDF member explained, cIalmlng that 30 junta personnel were killed, a figure that
Myanmar Now was unable to verify.

He also said that a 50-year-old man from Nagadwin—who is paralysed and was therefore
unable to flee—was brutally beaten by the soldiers during the assault on the village.

“He was found on the side of the road, barely alive,” the Monywa PDF member told Myanmar
Now. “There were already ants on him, and his entire body was bruised and swollen from the
kicks. He can barely move now and it’s very unlikely that he will survive.”

A battalion of the Monywa PDF calling itself the Thanmani Group after their leader, Bo
Thanmani, ambushed a vehicle with eight military personnel at a roundabout in Monywa at
3pm on Monday, reportedly killing six of the soldiers.

“Those in the front seats were killed and only two of the four who were in the back could fire
back at us. The rest couldn’t even fight back,” Bo Thanmani said.

He explained that his members had received intel regarding the troops’ movements but were
unable to seize any weapons in the attack.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/mutilated-bodies-of-civilians-resistance-fighters-
found-near-monywa
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Junta raid on Sagaing region village kills 8 civilians and 6 Defense Force members

The civilians were trapped in the village when the army raided it.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.09

CAPTION: Residents escape from villages occupied by
junta troops in Monywa township, Sagaing region on
Nov. 6, 2022. Monywa-Amyint Road Villages’ Strike
Steering Committee

At least 14 people have been killed in a junta raid on
Monywa township in Myanmar’s Sagaing region,
according to residents.

The bodies were discovered on Monday evening as locals returned to Htan Lay Pin village. It
had been occupied by junta troops since a battle between one of the local People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs) and troops, aided by the pro-junta Pya Saw Htee militia, near the village on
Sunday.

“Six PDF members were killed. Of the six, one body could not be recovered. Four of the
remaining five were beheaded and their hands were cut off,” said the information officer for
Monywa district PDF Battalion Number 5, who did not want to be named for security
reasons.

“Eight civilians were found dead. We have some photographs. Women and the elderly are
among them.”

An information officer for the anti-junta Monywa-Amyint Road group, speaking on condition
of anonymity, told RFA the names of only three of the eight dead civilians could be
confirmed because junta troops are still near the village.

“Htwe Zaw Oo, 37, had a gunshot wound below the jaw. Kyaw Myo Win, 40, had a gunshot
wound on his forearm. He was beaten and died. Sein Hlaing, 45, was beheaded,” the
information officer said.

The eight victims were unable to escape from Htan Lay Pin village before Sunday’s raid.

The State Administration Council has not released any statement on the incident, and RFA’s
calls to its Sagaing

region spokesman, Aye Hlaing, went unanswered on Wednesday.

Some pro-military Telegram channels said the eight villagers were PDF soldiers although
locals deny this.
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More than 3,000 residents from 10 villages, including Htan Lay Pin, in the south of Monywa
township, have been forced to flee junta raids that started a week ago. Troops set fire to
houses in the villages as they left.

Fighting in Sagaing region has been among the fiercest in Myanmar, leading to the deaths of
more than 1,500 civilians since the Feb., 2021 coup, according to independent research
group the Institute for Strategy and Policy - Myanmar.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-raid-kills-14-11092022045716.html

One civilian killed, village destroyed in repeated Myanmar military raids in upper Sagaing

A man with an intellectual disability is found murdered after a junta attack that wiped out most
of his Mingin Township village’s remaining homes

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Nov 9, 2022

Upper Kin village in Sagaing’s Kani Township, which, like
Mingin is situated on the Chindwin River, is seen after
the military’s arson attack on May 25 (Chindwin Chit
Thu)

A junta force raiding villages in Sagaing Region’s Mingin
Township reportedly killed a local man on Tuesday amid
the assaults on the area, known as Taung Dwin Chaung.

That day, the unit of Myanmar army soldiers and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia members who had
been occupying the village of Kyaw targeted Kone Maw, more than one mile away. There, they
torched nearly 30 homes and murdered 55-year-old Htay Lin, who had an intellectual disability,
according to members of a local anti-junta defence team.

The troops went on to burn 14 more buildings in Kyauk Maw village, one-quarter mile from
Kone Maw, including a structure within a primary school compound, the Tawng Dwin People’s
Defence Force-Mingin (TDPDF) spokesperson said.

Myint Myat Thu, the group’s information officer, told Myanmar Now that the military column
first shot heavy artillery at the community and also looted a number of homes.

“Twelve of the 14 houses in question were reduced to ashes. They then ransacked the village
and took everything that was valuable,” he said.

The TDPDF attacked the raiding column with heavy and light weapons at around 2:30pm.
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Kone Maw, which once had 100 households, had already been attacked by the junta in June, at
which time several homes were torched. The second arson assault on Tuesday resulted in the
village being almost completely destroyed, according to locals.

For nearly one year, junta forces have been raiding the Taung Dwin Chaung region, an area of
Mingin home to more than 35 villages. During that time, some 30 troops have been consistently
present in Kyaw, which has become a base from which the soldiers provide combat training and
arms to villagers who joined their militias.

“They also raided nearby villages, stole motorcycles and sold them for money and killed the
cows and pigs for food,” the TDPDF’s Myint Myat Thu said. “They also seized rice and oil from
the civilians, as well as other property. Five cows were taken just recently—while four of them
were released, they kept one.”

The TDPDF has said that it remains outgunned by the military, and at the time of reporting,
claimed to be in possession of one assault rifle, a number of daggers, and handmade muskets
and mortars.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-civilian-killed-village-destroyed-in-repeated-

myanmar-military-raids-in-upper-sagaing

Myanmar Junta Forces Torch Nearly 150 Civilian Homes in a Day
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 November 2022

Around 150 civilian houses were burned down as Myanmar’s junta forces torched villages in
Mandalay and Sagaing regions on Tuesday.

On Tuesday evening troops torched at least 50 Pyar village houses in Myingyan Township,
Mandalay Region, following a clash with resistance forces, according to media reports.

Thousands of civilians fled their homes.

On Wednesday morning, Pyar villager Ko Zaw Myo Naing was killed when he returned home for
his cattle and bullock cart, according to the Myingyan General Strike Committee.

It said other villagers had been injured after being shot by junta troops.

At least 61 houses were burned down in Padaukchone village in Wetlet Township, Sagaing
Region, on Tuesday morning after a second arson attack on the village, according to the
Generation Z Special Task Force resistance group.

On October 16 five other houses were burned down by regime forces.
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Another 30 houses were torched in Mingin Township, Sagaing Region, when around 30 regime
troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia allies attacked Kone Maw village on Tuesday morning, said
Mingin People’s Defense Force.

During the raid, U Htay Lin, 55, who was suffering from mental iliness, was shot dead by junta
forces, the group said.

In June the regime forces also burned 40 houses in the village.

On Tuesday regime troops torched 14 houses in nearby Kyauk Maw village in the township.
Troops also looted houses and killed livestock, the resistance group claimed.

Junta arson attacks constitute a crime against humanity.

In October more than 1,550 houses and other civilian buildings were burned down, said the
civilian National Unity Government’s Ministry of Home Affairs.

By August 25 an estimated 28,434 civilian buildings and religious buildings had been burned
down across the country by the junta, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent
research group documenting regime crimes.

More than 1.1 million people had been displaced by October, reported the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-torch-nearly-150-civilian-
homes-in-a-day.html

Myanmar rebels risk life and limb in DIY weapons factories

By AFP | 09 November 2022

This screengrab from AFPTV video footage taken on October
15, 2022 shows members of the People Revolution Army (PRA)
preparing homemade weapons in Pale township. Photo: AFP

Under an awning in a bamboo thicket in northern Myanmar,
an anti-coup fighter following instructions from YouTube
welds scavenged steel into crude mortar rounds and shells to
be fired at junta troops.

Almost two years after seizing power, the military has been unable to crush local militias that
have sprung up to fight the putsch with hit-and-run tactics.

In turn, these People's Defence Forces (PDF) remain massively outgunned by the military's
artillery strikes, Chinese and Russian-made jets and Israeli-patterned rifles.
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Captured weapons and expensive purchases on the black market have provided patchy boosts
to PDF firepower, analysts say, but many militias have turned to risky trial-and-error operations
to churn out their own rockets, mines and mortars.

"We just learn how to build weapons from the internet or YouTube," said Nay Min, an anti-coup
fighter from the northern Sagaing region.

"We search how to cook saltpetre (potassium nitrate), how to combine it to get gunpowder,
how to build rifles. We haven't received any training," he told AFP.

Those with engineering or mechanical backgrounds, like his comrade Nay Myo Win, experiment
and come up with prototypes or copies of captured weapons, he said.

Blowtorches in hand, they sweat for hours in makeshift workshops powered by generators that
are frequent targets of junta raids.

Nay Myo Win mixes saltpetre to make the gunpowder needed to fire mortar shells filled with
lead and scrap metal that he claims have a range of just over two kilometres (1.2 miles).

- Crude armaments -

Laid out on a tarpaulin ahead of a mission in October, the mortars are unimpressive -- little
more than construction pipes welded to bipods.

The shells require two charges to detonate -- one to fire the shell and the other to explode on
impact -- a method first used at the beginning of the 20th century.

But the damage is substantial, Nay Min said -- "around 15 feet from the target it will hit people
and they will die or be wounded".

One batch of shells was made from a telecoms tower owned by a firm close to the military,
which was sabotaged by PDF fighters some months ago.

"We just wanted to destroy their business," Nay Min added.

"But, after we had started making homemade weapons ... we needed more stainless steel and
we thought of the tower."

Nay Min's group is one of dozens of PDF militias in Sagaing making their own weapons in a bid
to turn the tide in the fighting.

Many upload footage of successful tests of mortars, rockets or mines to social media, with
joyous shouts accompanying each loud bang.

But the work can be deadly.

"It's more than dangerous," said Bo Shaung, an anti-coup fighter and rocket maker from
another group operating in Sagaing.
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"When we cook gunpowder, if we add too much saltpetre, it's dangerous. If we add too little,
it's also dangerous."

One video obtained by AFP shows a new mortar being tested. The shell explodes in the barrel,
killing the fighter who had just loaded it.

Thu Ya, another anti-coup fighter, said he lost his sight six months ago when the explosive he
was handling went off too soon.

"I got injuries on my hands and feet which have recovered now but I... still have blurry vision,"
he said.

In the absence of machines like lathes and voltage regulators, each shell is made by hand.

And for all the risk that comes with producing them, the homemade munitions are often more
bark than bite.

- 'Drain on morale' -

Once a target has been selected, preparing ammunition for an attack can take up to 10 days,
Nay Min said.

His group relies on information from locals to gauge troop positions.

To guide their fire they have little more than Google Maps to measure the distance from the
target.

"We normally attack them in our own areas and we all know the locations and distance," he
said, insisting that most attacks were accurate.

Assessing the effectiveness of these weapons is "extremely difficult" in the absence of impartial
reporting from the field, said Bangkok-based security analyst Anthony Davis.

Both sides regularly inflate or play down their casualty figures, analysts say.

But Davis said the spread of locally made mortars and rockets "indicates that these systems are
far from simply window-dressing".

"They inflict real casualties but perhaps as importantly are a constant drain on the morale of
often isolated army units on the receiving end."

The junta has labelled all PDF groups as "terrorists". It blames anti-coup fighters for the deaths
of more than 4,000 civilians.

Nay Min sees his group's fight as justified.
"We are satisfied with what we have done," he said.

But "we need everything. Especially we need weapons."
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Over 100,000 of 300,000 IDPs in Kawthoolei region need urgent humanitarian aid: KNU
PUBLISHED 9 NOVEMBER 2022

. A total of 3,845 rounds of armed clashes had occurred in
“4 the Karen National Union (KNU)-controlled Kawthoolei

J region from January to October 2022, and over 100,000 out

of more than 300,000 displaced people are in humanitarian

need, according to a statement released by the KNU

(Central).

There have been clashes on a daily basis between the
Myanmar military and its border guard force (BGF) and troops of Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) and Karen National Defence Organization (KNDO) in Kawthoolei region where six
KNU’s brigade districts are located, the statement said.

October alone saw 286 engagements including six airstrikes by the Myanmar army, the
statement added.

From January to October this year, there were 3,845 rounds of small clashes and 107 airstrikes.
Due to the constant fighting, over 300,000 local people have fled their homes and over 100,000
urgently need humanitarian aid, the KNU pointed out.

In 2021 also, Kawthoolei region experienced 3,152 engagements.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-100000-o0f-300000-idps-in-kawthoolei-region-need-
urgent-humanitarian-aid-knu

Myanmar military carries out airstrikes near Indian border

The Chin National Front said that no one was injured or killed in the attacks, which targeted a
base operated by the group

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Nov 9, 2022

Four air attacks carried out on Monday against a Chin National Front (CNF) base located near
Myanmar’s border with India did not result in any damage or casualties, according to the group.

CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni told Myanmar Now that the CNF Brigade 3 base, located about
10km from the state capital Hakha, was bombed by two fighter jets at around 2pm.

Page 12 of 56


https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-rebels-risk-life-and-limb-diy-weapons-factories
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-100000-of-300000-idps-in-kawthoolei-region-need-urgent-humanitarian-aid-knu
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/over-100000-of-300000-idps-in-kawthoolei-region-need-urgent-humanitarian-aid-knu
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-carries-out-airstrikes-near-indian-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9066

CNF troops attend a ceremony for graduates of a basic
military training course in December 2021 (Chinland
Information Center)

“No one was injured and everyone is safe, as we built our
base to withstand such attacks. There wasn’t any fighting
taking place. They just decided to bomb us for no
reason,” he said.

He added that there were also two reconnaissance flights over the area immediately prior to
the attacks.

“They only started dropping the bombs after they scouted the area twice. They went all the
way up to our central command,” he said, adding that more attacks were expected.

On Tuesday, the Chin Human Rights Organization posted leaked documents on Twitter that
showed the military’s plans for airstrikes on Camp Victoria, the CNF’'s command centre.

CNF troops on the frontlines in 2022 (Myanmar Now)

Despite being a signatory to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement reached in 2015, the CNF was among the
first ethnic armed groups in Myanmar to join forces
with the anti-regime National Unity Government in the
wake of last year’s coup.

Other groups formed in Chin State since the military
takeover, including the Chinland Defence Force, have

also been the target of airstrikes.

The regime has been trying to retake parts of northern Chin State controlled by local resistance
forces since they destroyed the strategically important Thee Bridge, located on the road
connecting Hakha to Thantlang, late last year.

In mid-October, junta forces launched a series of assaults between Hakha and Thantlang.
During the ensuing clashes, which continued for a full week, the military carried out multiple
airstrikes, resistance sources said.

Fighting in the area is expected to intensify in the coming months, the sources added, noting
that the regime appears to be preparing for a dry-season offensive.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-carries-out-airstrikes-near-indian-
border
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Kyaukme IDPs Prevented From Returning Home

By Network Media Group | Wednesday, November 9, 2022

Township cannot return home, despite being told
to do so by the regime’s soldiers, because Ta’ang
soldiers remain in their villages in northern Shan
State.

“The Burma Army (BA) wants to close all the
internally displaced persons (IDPs) camps in
Kyaukme town and force us to return home,” one
woman told NMG on condition of anonymity.
However, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has occupied Hu Suan where she’s from,
and she also heard that they have looted their houses and taken all of their valuables.

305 - fffeepiadionn: 0quBosmd GoypaSd Facebaok

Although fighting with the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) in Hu Suan village tract
ended last year, the Ta’ang soldiers have remained in the area, the woman said, and they are
collecting taxes and forcibly recruiting new soldiers from the villages. “There is no guarantee of
security, so we are afraid to return home. Even if there are no clashes in the area, we are still
worried about our security because there’s no stability.”

“Both the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and the TNLA are active in the area,” said a man
who also requested anonymity. Both of the Northern Alliance groups were clashing with the
RCSS.

Many of the IDPs are staying at the Shan Literature and Culture Association, while others are
staying with relatives in the town. Chairperson Sai Lian Harn told NMG that the army had
ordered everyone to return by the end of October. However, after explaining the complications
surrounding the return and asking them to ensure their safety, the junta had stopped
pressuring the IDPs for the time being, he said.

A total of 186 IDPs from 46 families from Hu Suan, Myine Hseng Ton Heik villages are hosted by
the Shan Literature and Culture Association. More than 2,000 civilians in Kyaukme Township
are still displaced from last year’s fighting. Some of the displaced have travelled to other towns
in search of work to feed their families. In July, about 500 people travelled from northern Shan
State to Hopong Township in southern Shan State.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/11/09/22013
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Videos show brutal interrogation in Myanmar, allegedly at hands of junta soldier

‘I feel sorry for you only after I've tortured you.’

RFA Burmese | 2022.11.09

A man in a Myanmar military jacket strikes his captive with
arod as he asks the man if he is a member of the People’s
Defense Force. Credit: RFA screenshot from video

Sunlight streams into a room where two men sit on a
green, floral-patterned mat — one bound and blindfolded,
the other holding a gun.

The armed man is wearing a jacket with a Myanmar military badge on its sleeve. He pokes
the barrel of his assault rifle at his prisoner’s head before repositioning himself, seemingly to
make sure a cell phone set up to record the scene captures both his profile and the torture
to come.

The phone was found on Nov. 6 in Moe Bye township in Kayah state by members of the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), an armed ethnic group fighting the military
junta for control of the country, and shared with an RFA Burmese reporter.

In the video retrieved from the phone, the man in the military jacket sets aside his rifle and
picks up a stiff rod that he uses to repeatedly strike the victim, asking in Burmese if the man
is a member of the People’s Defense Force, a group of militias fighting the military for
control of the country.

"Are you part of the PDF?" the man asks. "Did PDF and KNDF come to your village?”

The victim seems to struggle to understand, an indication that he may speak Karenni, Kayan
or another local dialect. He shifts and stiffens as he senses another strike is coming, his gasps
growing more plaintive as the abuse continues.

The interrogator pokes an assault rifle at his captive’s head.
Credit: RFA screenshot from video

RFA hasn’t identified either the perpetrator or the victim
and is unable to independently verify the authenticity of the
video.

Maui, a KNDF secretary, said in an interview that the phone
was discovered after a firefight with military forces, but that
it was apparently shot in September. The KNDF said the man
in the video was a resident of Kayah and not a member of its
forces.
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Calls seeking comment from junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun went
unanswered on Wednesday.

Myanmar’s junta has waged a brutal counterinsurgency campaign since it ousted a
democratically elected government in early 2021. It now faces resistance on a number of
fronts, from ethnic areas along the country’s borders and pro-democracy PDFs that are tied
to the shadow National Unity Government in its interior.

In the 20 months since the coup, the military has struggled to maintain control against the
rebel forces arrayed against it. Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(Burma), said authorities in Myanmar have killed at least 2,311 civilians and arrested nearly
15,600 others since the coup — mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP Myanmar) said in a report last spring that at least
5,646 civilians in the country had been killed between the Feb. 1, 2021, coup and early May.

jacket. Credit: RFA screenshot from video

Maui said an insignia on the gun indicates that the torturer in
the video is a soldier from the Light Infantry Battalion-1, under
Myanmar’s 66th Infantry Division. Maui told RFA have been
tortured by junta soldiers since the 66th launched an offensive
against KNDF forces several weeks ago.

=45 “The junta troops always arrest and interrogate some villagers

who do not run away and remain in their own homes when they arrive,” he said. “They
torture and kill if they are not pleased. This is what they always do.”

The brutal interrogation was shared with RFA in seven videos that run for a total of about 17
minutes, all in the single, sunlit room. The man in the military jacket smokes in one sequence
and pauses to eat something in another. He alternately seems bored, frustrated and
indifferent as he uses the rod to strike and choke his cowering victim.

The captive struggles as the interrogator chokes him with a rod.
Credit: RFA screenshot from video

At one point, he appears to stab the other man with a small
knife.

A picture of the phone, a Samsung Galaxy A12, was shared
with RFA, but not the phone itself. KNDF also shared
photographs of a decapitated man it says it retrieved from the
same phone. RFA is not publishing those pictures.
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This summer, RFA obtained evidence of atrocities from a soldier’s abandoned cell phone in
the Sagaing region, which has been the setting of a number of conflicts between People’s
Defense Forces militias and Myanmar soldiers.

The phone contained photographs of two soldiers standing behind five blindfolded and
bleeding victims, and a video of the men bragging about the number of people they had
killed. The phone was discovered by a villager in the Ayadaw township where the military
had been conducting raids.

In response, military leaders said they would investigate, but there is no evidence they have
done so.

The videos share a shamelessness in the brutality they depict. Maui said military forces are
deliberately torturing civilians.

“If the people are scared, they will stop supporting the resistance groups. Our revolution is
based on the support of our people,” he said. “Our resistance groups will never back off
[because of the] atrocities. | believe that the people will support us even more because of
their inhumane acts.”

The Kayah video ends with the tortured man lying on his back as his torturer, now with a
machete in his hand, plays an audio of a Buddhist monk.

The videos do not show what happened to the captive.

“I've filmed you,” the armed man says, noting his victim is about the same age as his father.
“| feel sorry for you only after I've tortured you.”

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-cell-phone-torture-
11092022181247.html

Over 20 Myanmar Regime Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 November 2022

Nearly two dozen regime forces including two army captains were killed in the last two days as
People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) continued to
attack regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay and Tanintharyi regions and Mon and Rakhine
states.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs.

Some regime casualties could not be independently verified.
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Two captains among six junta soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Sagaing

Six junta forces including two captains were killed in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday evening when Thanmani forces of the Monywa District PDF group ambushed a small
vehicle carrying eight soldiers near a roundabout in the town, said the PDF group.

The regime forces were attacked while they were returning to the town after gambling in a
village.

The PDF’s video shows the small vehicle crashed on the side of the road after being attacked
from close range.

All PDF fighters were forced to retreat without seizing the junta forces’ weapons as two soldiers
in the vehicles responded with firearms.

On that evening, regime forces in seven vehicles removed the bodies of the killed soldiers and
the damaged vehicle from the area, the PDF group said.

Military detachment ambushed in Sagaing

Local resistance group Area 71 PDF (Monywa) claimed that it and three other PDF groups jointly
attacked regime troops including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members between two
villages in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Monday night.

The regime forces were returning to their bases in two villages after burning and looting houses
in Htan Lay Pin Village in the township.

In the ambush, two PDF fighters suffered minor injuries when the regime troops responded
with firearms.

Seven regime forces killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing

Improvised mortar shells used by PDFs in Khin-U
Township, Sagaing Region. / Khin-U Special Force
Organization

At least seven junta forces were reportedly killed in Khin-
U Township, Sagaing Region on Monday night when
several PDF groups jointly used 60-mm improvised
explosives to attack regime forces at three locations in the township, claimed Khin-U Special
Force Organization, which was involved in the attacks.

Regime forces responded with 40-mm explosives and automatic firearms but all resistance
fighters escaped without casualties.

Citing sources, the PDF group said the dead bodies of seven soldiers were transported to
neighboring Ye-U Township the following morning.
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Four regime forces killed, injured in Sagaing

Ayadaw Local PDF group claimed on Tuesday that four regime soldiers are believed to have
been killed or injured in Ayadaw Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when combined
resistance groups ambushed a military detachment raiding villages in the north of the
township.

Government residence bombed in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Golden Triangle Forces during an
ambush in Sagaing Region. / Golden Triangle Force

A regime soldier was injured in Monywa Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday when two PDF groups fired
four 40-mm explosive rounds at regime forces stationed
at the government residence in the town of Monywa,
claimed the resistance group Golden Triangle Force, which
was involved in the attack.

Three regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Fighters of Taze-PDF group armed with improvised
firearms. / Taze-PDF

At least three junta soldiers were killed in Taze Township,
Sagaing Region on Tuesday when Taze-PDF conducted
two land-mine ambushes against a military detachment
and a pro-regime militia group, the PDF group claimed.

At 2:20 p.m. on Tuesday, three regime forces were killed
when the group used land mines to ambush a
detachment of over 200 soldiers from the military’s Light Infantry Battalion 361 and 369 in the
township.

On that night, the PDF group also used three clusters of land mines to attack the Pyu Saw Htee
pro-regime militia group near a village. The group said many militia members are believed to
have been killed in the ambush.

Junta police outpost attacked in Mon

A police building was burned in Kyaikhto Township, Mon State on Monday evening when an
armed group used 40-mm explosives to attack the junta police outpost in the town of Thein
Zayap, according to Kyaikhto Information Team, a local news page sharing township
information.
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After being attacked with explosives, regime forces from the police outpost responded with
firearms, and a military base nearby fired artillery rounds indiscriminately, said the media outlet
citing local residents.

On that night, a firefight broke out at the border of Kyaikhto and Belin townships when a
military checkpoint was attacked by an armed group. However, casualty figures were unknown.

Junta police officer killed in Mandalay

Bullets and cash seized from an assassinated junta police officer
by Myitnge-PDF group on Monday. / MNPDF

Myitnge PDF group claimed to have killed Police Sergeant Thu Ra
Aung from the township police station in Amarapura in Mandalay
Region on Monday night.

The police officer was killed while he was returning home after
drinking. The PDF group said it abandoned the police officer’s
body in the Irrawaddy River.

The resistance group said it seized 9-mm rounds, some cash, a
mobile phone and a ring from the victim.

Two regime forces killed as PDF ambushes convoy in Tanintharyi

Resistance fighters of PDF-Federal Column in Tanintharyi
Region. / PDF-FC

Two regime forces were killed and three injured in Thayap

Chaung Township, Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday morning
when the PDF-Federal Column ambushed a military convoy
on the Dawei-Myeik highway, the PDF group claimed.

A junta gunboat being ambushed by the AA in Rakhine
State in September. / CJ

An intense 40-minute firefight broke out in Minbya
Township, Rakhine State on Tuesday morning when the
Arakan Army (AA) ambushed two junta motorboats in a
river near the town of Minbya, according to local media
outlets.

Within a few minutes of the ambush, a military helicopter gunship arrived and attacked the AA
troops, Western Media reported citing residents who witnessed the clash.
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Myanmar military Battalion 541’s base in Minbya supported its forces with artillery strikes
targeting villages in the clash area. It is not yet known whether there were any casualties.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-20-myanmar-regime-forces-

killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Frontier Myanmar Panel Myanmar’s Ethnic Forces and the Revolution: Where do they stand?

By Khuensai Jaiyen |November 9, 2022

Allow me to start my presentation with the words | don’t know much. But I'll try to present
what | believe is happening and focus on what | think will be helpful for all of us to know.

Khuensai Jaiyen

First, to answer the question: Where do the ethnic forces stand? They, at least

most of them, stand on the yet to be fulfilled promises of the 1947 Panglong,

which, in brief, guarantees: Shared rule in the central government, autonomy or
self-rule with their own laws governing the internal affairs, democracy and

human rlghts and the right to manage their finances called financial autonomy.

The Burmese rulers, when they are fighting among themselves, remember Panglong,
but tend to forget it once they have made up with each other. That was what an ethnic
leader essentially informed the US ambassador who was visiting Chiang Mai on 13
October. This, to many, is the big reason why “a critical mass of EAOs,” to use the words
of CSIS’s Gregory Poling, has not been sold on the NUG and its revolution.

Currently the non-Burmese forces are divided into 4 categories:

1. The firstis hurt by what the Burmese SAC did to its Burmese people, receiving them

with open arms and even fighting for them, hoping when it is won, they will not be
forgotten again.

The second remains outside of the conflict, maintaining relations with both sides.
Arms and ammo for the resistance are believed to be coming from them.

The third, seeing the country has become a land without a legitimate ruler, tries to
win more territory, likely hoping that when the dust settles, they will be in
possession of sizeable swathes of land, at least to bargain with whoever is in charge
in NPT. Please remember, this was how the UWSA had won areas bordering
Thailand in 1996.

The 4th grouping says they had signed an agreement to make peace, not war.
There’s nothing to gain when a superpower is a neighbor, and other powers keep
calling for peace and dialogue. Also key neighbors: Thailand and India want stability
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in Burma, fearing that if Burma falls, they would be in trouble too. One leader | know
is not tired of relating what a villager had told him years ago, after they returned
from the negotiations in Rangoon. “General, we are not familiar with all these high-
sounding words you’ve been telling us: human rights, democracy or federalism. But |
do understand one thing: I've been running from place to place all my life and I'm
tired of doing it again. Take as much time as you like to parley. But please, | beg of
you, please don’t fight. That’s all | ask for.”

Today, we keep hearing that all people hate the SAC. Which | believe is true. But they are also
sick of war, sick of endlessly moving from place to place. They want to return to their homes
and get back to their normal life.

The PPST, which represents the 2015 agreement signatories, thinks, for these people’s sake, it
ought to work in three areas: Humanitarian Assistance, Civilian Protection, and Inclusive
Dialogue.

So when the SAC chief called for peace talks on 22 April, they jumped for it, hoping it could, by
steps, widen up the space for all stakeholders to join. Since then, two rounds of talks have
taken place. But so far, to their disappointment, the talks have not shown any signs of
becoming an entry point for all.

Before stopping, let me answer another question. Posted by myself. Who, if not Superman, can
solve Myanmar problem?

As you know, it was ASEAN Special Envoy Mr. Prak Sokhonn who had said even Superman
couldn’t solve the Myanmar problem. I’'m sure he’s right. Not because Superman wears his
underpants outside. But because this is a job not for one Superhero. Each of them has tried
sanctions, humanitarian assistance, war and peace talks. But none seems to be bearing fruit. So
how about trying what Mr. Jurin Laksanawisit said when he became the leader of Thailand’s
Democrat Party?

“Gone are the days of Superman.

Here come the Avengers.”

Which means if all the superheroes join hands together, we are sure to win.

Permit me to stop here and if there is time, I'll report how the talks are going.

One thing at least is certain: If the regional or international community tries to have only the
NUG and SAC hold talks, and assuming that these two reach an agreement, the fight will still
not end there, as long as the rights of the non-Burmese people are not recognized.

Thank you.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25563
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NLD urges world leaders, including ASEAN, to make a priority process to release Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners

PUBLISHED 9 NOVEMBER 2022 |EMG

The Central Work Committee of the National League for Democracy (NLD) announced on
November 8 that the speedy release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners should
be prioritized and implemented by world leaders, including ASEAN.

The NLD expressed its gratitude to the neighboring countries, including ASEAN, and various
countries around the world for being careful and trying to help resolve the possibility of
regional stability being affected by the daily decline of Myanmar's politics and people's socio-
economic life.

However, in making efforts to help solve the problem, it is necessary to have objective and
practical processes that reflect the true will of the people. The statement of the NLD party
stated that focusing only on solving the current problems and prioritizing measures for
Myanmar's democracy could damage human rights and push the future of Myanmar into the
abyss.

In addition, the NLD believes that a practical solution to the problem can only be achieved if all
the representatives of Myanmar, including the ASEAN Special Representative, can freely meet
and discuss with the Chairperson of the National League for Democracy Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
There is also a need to meet and discuss with leaders who have real representation. Therefore,
the release of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners as soon as possible should be
prioritized and implemented by world leaders, including ASEAN, it said.

The NLD will continue to carry out the duty entrusted by the people. For the construction of a
federal democratic union, together with the people, it will work consistently with ethnic forces
and partner organizations and appeal to various organizations, including the United Nations,
and countries around the world to help more effectively, it said.

The 2020 general election was held on November 8 despite the challenge of the COVID-19
pandemic. Of the 38,271,447 people who had the right to vote in the Pyithu Hluttaw and the
Amyotha Hluttaw, 27,512,855 people came to vote for the Pyithu Hluttaw, which was 71.89
percent, and the valid votes were 96.94 percent. There were 27,495,555 people who came to
vote for the Amyotha Hluttaw, which was 71.84 percent, and the valid votes were 97.22
percent. A total of 30,459,113 of the 42,866,741 eligible voters in the regional and state
parliaments came to vote, which was 71.84 percent and the valid votes were 97.65 percent.

In the 2020 general election, a total of 1,117 out of 1,171 constituencies were held across the
country, and the NLD won in 920 constituencies, resulting in an 82.4 percent victory, according
to a statement from the NLD.
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US, EU Extend Myanmar Sanctions, Target Aviation Company, Minister, Judge
By THE IRRAWADDY & AFP | 9 November 2022

BRUSSELS—The US and EU on Tuesday extended their sanctions on Myanmar’s junta, targeting
a local aviation company, its owner, and 19 other individuals and entities including a minister
and a chief justice.

The US State Department said on Tuesday that the Treasury Department is targeting for
sanctions Sky Aviator Company Limited and its owner and director, Kyaw Min Oo, pursuant to
Executive Order 14014, for operating in the defense sector, saying the US is taking additional
actions against those who enable the regime’s violence, particularly its repeated air assaults
and killing of civilians in Myanmar.

Sky Aviator is a key supplier of military aircraft parts to the regime’s military. Since the February
2021 coup, the company has received multiple arms shipments from sanctioned entities.

The State Department said Kyaw Min Oo has also facilitated foreign military officers’ visits to
Myanmar as well as the import of arms and other military equipment and provided assault
helicopter upgrades.

The EU measures against 19 other individuals and entities including a minister and a chief
justice were announced by the European Council because of “the continuing escalation of
violence and grave human rights violations following the military takeover two years ago”.

It was the fifth package of EU sanctions on the Southeast Asian country, which has been under
military rule since 2021, when the military staged a coup against a civilian government led by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is now in prison on corruption charges judged spurious by Europe.

Myanmar has been in turmoil under the junta, which faces widespread armed resistance and
has responded with a brutal crackdown.

A local rights group says 2,300 people have been killed in the past two years, and the UN
children’s agency estimates that 1 million people have been displaced.

The latest sanctions target the Myanmar regime’s minister of investment and foreign economic
relations, Kan Zaw, its supreme court chief justice, Htun Htun Oo, and high-ranking military
officials.

Also listed were election commission officials and businesspeople representing firms linked to
the junta.
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In total, 84 individuals and 11 entities in Myanmar now fall under the EU sanctions, which
include visa bans and the freezing of assets in the European Union.

Previous sanctions maintained include an embargo on weapons and on equipment that can be
used to spy on communications.

“The EU is deeply concerned by the continuing escalation of violence and the evolution towards
a protracted conflict which has spread across the country and has regional implications,” the
European Council said in a statement.

It added that it would do everything possible to bring to justice those responsible for “human
rights violations, war crimes and crimes against humanity” in the wake of the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/us-eu-extend-myanmar-sanctions-
target-aviation-company-minister-judge.html

EU extends Myanmar sanctions, targets minister and judge

By AFP |

A European flag flies at half-mast during a meeting of EU
energy ministers to find solutions to rising energy prices at
the EU headquarters in Brussels on Septembre 9, 2022.
Photo: AFP

The EU on Tuesday extended its sanctions on Myanmar's
junta, targeting 19 more individuals and entities including a
minister and a chief justice.

The measures against Myanmar were announced by the European Council because of "the
continuing escalation of violence and grave human rights violations following the military
takeover two years ago".

It was the fifth package of EU sanctions on the southeast Asian country, under military rule
since 2020 when the military staged a coup against a civilian government led by Aung San Suu
Kyi, now in prison on corruption charges judged spurious by Europe.

Myanmar has been in turmoil under the junta, which faces widespread armed resistance and
has responded with a brutal crackdown.

A local rights group says 2,300 people have been killed in the past two years, and the UN
children's agency estimates that one million people have been displaced.

The latest sanctions target Myanmar's minister of investment and foreign economic relations,
Kan Zaw, the supreme court chief justice Htun Htun Oo, and high-ranking military officials.
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Also listed were election commission officials and business people representing firms linked to
the junta.

In total, 84 individuals and 11 entities in Myanmar now fall under the EU sanctions, which
include visa bans and the freezing of assets in the European Union.

Previous sanctions maintained include an embargo on weapons and on equipment that can be
used to spy on communications.

"The EU is deeply concerned by the continuing escalation of violence and the evolution towards
a protracted conflict which has spread across the country and has regional implications," the
European Council said in a statement.

It added that it would do everything possible to bring to justice those responsible for "human
rights violations, war crimes and crimes against humanity" in the wake of the coup.

https://mizzima.com/article/eu-extends-myanmar-sanctions-targets-minister-and-judge

Myanmar NUG Foreign Minister’s Unaired Global Town Hall Speech
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 November 2022

Daw Zin Mar Aung, the foreign minister of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG), was invited to join the Global Town Hall 2022 meeting on Saturday.

Eager to participate, she sent pre-recorded opening remarks in which she explained that the
meeting’s theme, “Sustaining Peace and Development in a Divided World”, could not be more
relevant in the context of Myanmar because, she said, “It is important for this forum to
recognize, that in response to the military coup we have found common purpose across many of
the different ethnicities and religions of Myanmar.”

But her remarks weren’t aired as planned because she was dropped from the

meeting’s agenda at the last minute by organizers after the UN complained to a co-organizer
that the inclusion of Daw Zin Mar Aung and her deputy would amount to taking sides

in Myanmar’s confflict.

A UN spokesperson told The Irrawaddy via an email on Wednesday that the world body had no
role in determining who participated in the event, saying “that was a matter for the organizers
of the event.”

The event was hosted by the Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia (FPCI) in partnership with
international advocacy organization Global Citizen to discuss pressing foreign policy issues. The
FPCl later apologized to the NUG deputy foreign minister for what happened on Saturday,
stating that it was pressured by a co-organizer to exclude the NUG representatives after a high—
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level UN official told Global Citizen to do so because the world body was afraid of appearing to
take sides by inviting them.

For all those who missed an opportunity to learn from what Daw Zin Mar Aung
had been scheduled to say, here are her planned remarks in full:

Excellencies, Ladies & Gentlemen

First, | would like to thank the Foreign Policy Community of Indonesia (FPCI) and Global Citizen
for providing me with this platform at the Global Townhall 2022. This year’s theme, Sustaining
Peace and Development in a Divided World, could not be more relevant in the context of
Myanmar.

The fundamental division in my country is between democracy and violence, between
development and the desire to rule by the power of the gun.

The current trend in world affairs for more division and competition heightens concern that the
years of effort for democracy, development, and peace in small countries like Myanmar might
crumble to dust. In fact, our struggle for democracy was terminally ill for decades amid the Cold
War rivalry of superpowers until the 1990s. Now, again, although civilian leaders tried hard to
implement elections and democracy to bring peace and development, elected representatives
of the people and civilian government leaders have been ousted by a brutal military junta.

The actions of the military, in imposing an unwanted and illegal coup and enforcing their will by
airstrikes, artillery bombardment, by the bombing of schools and the beheading of teachers, as
well as by hanging activists, have created an experience of daily horror in my country.

But we are transforming these challenges into opportunity by creating a new unity. | think this
is important for this forum to recognise, that in response to the military coup we have found
common purpose across the many different ethnicities and religions of Myanmar. We have
found that what unites us is in fact more important than the histories that divide us.

This is exactly the opposite of what the Myanmar military wants. It has always practiced forms
of divide and rule, engaging with one ethnic group or party over another, to keep the country at
war with itself so that it can secure its position, politically and economically, ruling for its own
good and not for others.

So, we have spent a great deal of time and effort in creating a new kind of politics. This is
marked by cooperation, by being honest about what divides us, and finding new forms of
governance that will make Myanmar a country where, in the future, all find a place.

Our Federal Democratic Charter lays out a vision for a federal democracy in which sovereignty
belongs to the people, in which all people in Myanmar, irrespective of religion or ethnicity,
enjoy the same fundamental rights and carry the same responsibility for the common good.
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We could not have created this new vision of Myanmar had the military not first stolen our
democratic development from us. They have sought to destroy us, to strip people of hope and
economic security for their own benefit. They have used their Russian guns to crush our
freedom. But they have failed, because in this hard fight we have found a new unity.

And we will prevail. | want to make this very clear to you. The National Unity Government of
Myanmar, built from the alliances of people who reject the military coup, will bring freedom to
the people of Myanmar.

We will do that by enabling the defense of our homes and our friends. The military controls less
than 50 percent of the country even now. We will work hard to block the flows of foreign
money that the military uses to buy its guns. We will build international alliances among those
who care for Myanmar and its people. And we will deepen the communion of interests among
the ethnic and other parties who have come together in this fight for our lives and our country.

We will have peace. But we cannot go back to what we had before, to a system where the
military could annul an election as and when it wanted, on whatever spurious grounds. That is
not peace. We will not go back to a system where the military control large parts of the
government. That is not peace. We will not allow the military to kill and rape their way across
ethnic areas of our country, in pursuit of a false nationalism. That is not peace.

And so, although we have a long battle ahead of us to rid ourselves of a military that has been
the source of such division and violence and thievery in our country, we are full of hope. The
people of Myanmar will not allow themselves to be crushed. In our struggle, we have found a
new unity. This is a unity built not on fear and the gun but on a firm belief in the ability of all the
ethnicities of our country to build a new nation grounded in justice, equity, and peace.

Ladies and gentlemen,

| would like to reaffirm that our struggle and victory will truly be a bridge for the divided world
by promoting democracy, peace, and development to the region and to the world.

So, please join us in rising from these ashes of cruelty to forge and restore democratic rule, and
realize our collective vision for stable, peaceful, developed federal union.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-nug-foreign-ministers-
unaired-global-town-hall-speech.html
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