PEACE Info (October 11, 2022)

Myanmar Military Outpost Taken, Scores of Junta Troops Killed in Four Days of Resistance Attacks
NUG: Resistance groups have anti-aircraft weapons

Sagaing Resistance Fighters Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids

Six killed in Myanmar junta’s air and ground assault on Sagaing resistance training camp
Thousands flee fighting in northern Sagaing’s Banmauk Township

Magway villagers forced to join Pyu Saw Htee surrender to PDF

Myanmar Resistance Forces Unite Under KNU Leadership in Mon State

Mon Peace and Defence Force to serve as military council’s militia group

Arakan Army Seizes Border Guard Police Outpost in Myanmar’s Rakhine State

Myanmar Junta Uses Japan-Donated Ships to Transport Troops in Rakhine: HRW

Displaced Namtu Villagers Return Home

How the military juntais losing its grip on Myanmar

Burma Army Deserters Fear, Torture, Fighting and Military Targeting Their Families
Villager ‘Raped, Killed by Myanmar Junta Troops as She Ran to Rescue Her Children’

Bodies of two ethnic Chin women discovered in Myanmar’s Magway region

Striking Medics Blame Myanmar Junta for Nurse Death

Chiang Mai University hosts ‘Unpredictable Myanmar’ seminar

lllegal rare-earth mining goes rampant in northern Kachin State

Rohingya armed group posts celebration videos from Bangladesh refugee camps
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Myanmar Military Outpost Taken, Scores of Junta Troops Killed in Four Days of Resistance
Attacks

By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

More than 40 Myanmar junta forces were killed during clashes and ambushes in the last four
days as People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) conducted
a series of attacks targeting regime forces and their informants in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magwe,
Bago and Yangon regions and Kachin, Karen and Rakhine states.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs and EAOs.
Junta outpost seized by Arakan Army in Rakhine State

Regime personnel, weapons and

ammunition seized by the AA during a raid on a
junta outpost in Maungdaw Township, Rakhine
State on Monday. / AA

The Arakan Army (AA) claimed to have occupied a
junta outpost on the Bangladesh border in
Maungdaw Township, northern Rakhine State on
Monday.

The AA seized the junta outpost, which is a base of
regime soldiers and police, after an hour of fighting
despite artillery support for the regime forces from
nearby military bases.

o?ré%mt:smalrvssp? Qgétméaqgcm m(vSfrvSBw&:l nS:n:xil::nGanéuga:qp:.‘i(? :xé.u.f:qp:

The junta outpost is among a number that
conducted daily unprovoked shelling of villages in the township.

During the raid, some junta forces and a resistance fighter of the AA were killed and three junta
forces were detained with weapons and ammunition, said the AA.

Northwestern Regional Military Command attacked in Sagaing

The Northwestern Regional Military Command based in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region was
bombarded by the combined forces of five PDF groups on Sunday morning, said Chindwin
Attack Force, which was involved in the attack.

The PDF groups said they used 15 improvised mortar shells including 60mm to 120mm
explosives in the attack. There were military casualties, said the resistance groups, citing their
informants in the military.

On that night, the regime forces also bombarded a new prison that is under construction in
Thasi Village in the township, using 18 improvised mortar shells.
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Casualties are unknown.
Regime forces attacked in Sagaing

The PDF group Chindwin Attack Force said it and another nine local resistance groups
bombarded and raided regime forces deployed at the township police station and hospital, and
the office of the junta proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), in Salingyi
Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday night.

The PDF group said they were unable to completely raid the regime bases due to the limitations
of their weaponry.

Two soldiers killed in urban attack in Sagaing

Two regime soldiers were reportedly killed and others were injured on Sunday afternoon when
resistance fighters of Myanmar’s Royal Dragon Army (MRDA) threw two grenades at regime
forces guarding the junta-controlled Myanma Economic Bank in Monywa Town in Sagaing
Region. In a PDF video, sounds of gunfire are heard from a busy road in the town following a
blast.

Residents are requested by the PDF group to stay away from the regime forces due to potential
attacks.

Military flotilla ambushed in Sagaing

PDF fighters from three battalions of the Chindwin Attack Force and another resistance group,
Mahauurar Dragon, ambushed a military flotilla of 13 motorboats from six locations in Kani
Township, Sagaing Region last Friday, according to the resistance forces.

The flotilla including barges was traveling to upper Sagaing Region from Monywa along the
Chindwin River.

A video shows fierce fighting between the PDF groups and the military motorboats.
Seven regime forces killed in PDF ambush on the flotilla in Sagaing

Seven regime forces including an army officer were reportedly killed last Thursday when six
local resistance groups ambushed a military flotilla in Kani Township, Sagaing Region while it
was traveling north on the Chindwin River, the resistance group Burman Independence
Organization- Sagaing, which was involved in the ambush, said on Monday.

The PDF’s video shows resistance fighters firing improvised mortar shells and rockets during the
ambush. The PDF group said one 60mm mortar shell hit a military motorboat directly.

All PDF fighters escaped from the area without casualties.

Regime forces bombarded in Sagaing
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A local resistance force, Chindwin Tiger PDF, claimed to have attacked regime forces stationed
at Bantbwe Village in Yinmabin Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday night using improvised
mortar shells, according to the PDF group.

However, military casualties are unknown. Regime forces responded with mortar shells.
Seven junta forces killed by PDF landmines in Sagaing

Local PDF group Burma Rangers (Shwebo) claimed on Monday that seven junta soldiers were
killed and 20 others injured when it used 16 land mines to ambush a truck in Shwebo Township,
Sagaing Region last Friday.

It conducted the ambush after being tipped off by sources in the military that the vehicle was
secretly transporting regime forces in the area.

After the attack, two civilians were injured when regime forces from the vehicle randomly
opened fires along the road, the PDF group said.

Traffic police outpost bombed in Yangon

The underground resistance group Freeland Attack Force said it and two other PDF groups
jointly bombed a traffic police outpost near Saungchaung Township’s court in Yangon on
Monday night using a remote-controlled bomb. The outpost was damaged.

However, they failed to attack regime forces who arrived in the area to inspect the explosions
as their additional bombs malfunctioned. After being seized, a bomb was detonated by the
regime forces, the PDF group said.

The PDF groups appealed to the public to avoid regime forces and their bases.
Junta police station chief assassinated in Mandalay

The police station in Wundwin Township, Mandalay
Region. / Voice of Wundwin

Wundwin Township Revolution Force (WTRF) claimed
to have killed junta police officer Saw Naing Oo, who
was the chief of Wundwin Police Station, in Mandalay
Region on Sunday night.

He was shot dead in front of a ward administration
office in the town while he was driving in a vehicle,

the PDF group said.

Junta informant assassinated in Mandalay
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The urban resistance group General Z Power-Mandalay claimed that it and another
underground group managed to kill junta informant Ko Aung San in Chanmyathazi Township,
Mandalay Region on Monday morning.

The PDF group said the assassination was in response to the killing of peaceful anti-regime
protester Ma Thu Thu Zin, 25, in the city last year.

The anti-regime protester was reportedly fatally shot in the head by the junta informant Aung
San during a surprise junta raid on the anti-regime demonstration, according to media based in
Mandalay.

Eight junta soldiers killed in Magwe

Eight regime forces were reportedly killed on Sunday night when 20 local resistance forces
jointly attacked junta forces and Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime militia members who are stationed
at Watpoke Village in Myaing Township, Magwe Region, said Myaing-PDF.

The combined group also used several improvised mortar shells to attack the regime forces. In
the fighting, a resistance fighter suffered minor injuries, according to the PDF groups.

Two PDF fighters killed in Magwe

Two resistance fighters including the deputy chief of Yaw Defense Force-YDF were killed in
Gangaw Township, Magwe Region on Sunday afternoon as they were ambushed by regime
police near Kyunkhonethar Village in the township, according to the PDF group.

In the shootout, YDF deputy chief Ko Phyo, 21, and a comrade were killed and another PDF
fighter, Naing Thein, was injured.

Also, a junta police officer was killed and another injured in the shootout.
Junta police officer killed in Bago

Inntakaw-PDF claimed to have killed Police Sergeant Tin Naing Oo near the Hanthawaddy golf
club in Inntakaw town, Bago Region on Sunday.

The assassination was a part of Operation Nann Htike Aung, the group said. The police sergeant
was reportedly making money from the lottery and football gambling business and bootleg
liquor stores, the PDF group said.

Eight junta soldiers killed in PDF raids in Bago

Four regime soldiers were reportedly killed and many others injured when Bago-PDF forces
raided 17 regime forces of a military checkpoint at the 83 Mile point of the Yangon-Mandalay
highway in Kyauktaga Township, Bago Region on Sunday night.
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At 10:30 a.m. on that morning, four regime forces were killed and seven others injured when
Thayarwaddy District-PDF triggered mines to attack 23 regime forces trying to raid a village in
Natalin Township, Bago Region.

Resistance fighters of Bago Region PDF during a
training session. / Bago-PDF

The combined PDF groups of Nyaunglebin and
Shwekyin townships also ambushed military vehicles
transporting food and reinforcements to a
monastery in the village in Nyaunglebin Township on
Sunday early morning. However, military casualties

are unknown.
Three junta soldiers killed by PDF snipers in Karen State

A KNLA resistance sniper during an operation in
Karen State on Saturday. / Cobra Column

Cobra Column of the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) claimed resistance snipers managed to
kill three regime soldiers during their ambush of
regime forces of Light Infantry Battalion 104
stationed on a hilltop near Taung Ni Village in
Myawaddy Township, Karen State on Saturday.

Near daily clashes have been reported in the area for weeks as regime forces have been
attempting to control the area.

Junta police officer assassinated in Kachin

A junta police officer in civilian clothes lies dead
after being shot by unknown gunmen in the jade
town of Hpakant on Sunday. / CJ

Junta police officer Thein Naing Oo was shot dead
by unknown gunmen in the jade town of Hpakant,
Kachin State on Sunday morning while he was

leaving a massage parlor.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-outpost-taken-
scores-of-junta-troops-killed-in-four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Page 6 of 70


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-outpost-taken-scores-of-junta-troops-killed-in-four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-outpost-taken-scores-of-junta-troops-killed-in-four-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

NUG: Resistance groups have anti-aircraft weapons
By Mizzima |

The exiled National Unity Government (NUG) said
that it has anti-aircraft weapons ready to launch
and that the final battle with the junta will be
fought within a year.

Cabinet Office

ﬂ' i'm ‘f.Aﬁ)l{
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lﬂl lwnn The comment was made by the NUG Minister of

) &l Communications, Information and Technology Htin

v§ RS  Lin Aung at a press conference last Friday, 7
October.

He said that though the NUG does not yet have enough air defence systems to protect all areas
from airstrikes, they will be deployed in some areas and in those areas defence forces will shoot
down junta fighter jets.

He also said that defence forces would launch more offensives and that another year of fighting
would end the military dictatorship.

“Now we are in a position to protect the general public, we havre to protect them”, he said.

He also said that the NUG has recorded the names and details of junta fighter pilots who have
killed innocent people in airstrikes and they will be punished once the revolution succeeds.

According to the NUG it has now received technical assistance that should help it protect
people from junta airstrikes and in some areas, it has an early warning system to notify people
of an imminent airstrike and give them time to find cover.

Nay Phone Latt, an NUG official, said that in the next year the NUG will work with its allies to
fight on six fronts and coordinate a one-year plan to increase the number of military offensives
against the junta to faster bring about the final battle with them.

He added that people power will be very important for the NUG’s strategic aims to be achieved.
Before that, people will soon have to face the most difficult of times, but if everyone works
together to overcome those difficulties the people’s goals will be achieved.

The junta has designated 2022 as the year of peace and 2023 as the year of elections.

In a speech made in August 2022, on the one and half year anniversary of the coup, junta chief
Min Aung Hlaing said that free and fair elections would be held in 2023, though he said that
armed conflict in the country would have to stop before elections can be held.

The junta annulled the 2020 election in which the National League for Democracy (NLD) won a
landslide victory.
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Sagaing Resistance Fighters Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 11 October 2022

Myanmar junta forces have allegedly been attacking villages in the east of Wetlet Township in
Sagaing Region since Saturday, killing at least 12 civilians and 20 resistance fighters by Tuesday.

Thousands of villagers have fled their homes, according to residents.

“We are scattered and in chaos because of airstrikes. We are trying to rescue the villagers,” said
Captain Kyin Ko of Wetlet People’s Defense Force (PDF) on Tuesday.

He said at least 12 civilians were killed by troops in Hpa Yar Kone, Nay Pu Kone, Shi Ma Kar and
Ngar Pat Chaung villages within four days with more deaths expected to be reported.

On Saturday two junta jet fighters and two Mi-35 helicopters attacked a PDF training camp near
Hpa Yar Kone and Nay Pu Kone villages in the east of the township.

On Friday the civilian National Unity Government said resistance groups had anti-aircraft
weapons which would target junta planes and helicopters.

An hourlong airstrike on Saturday left at least 12 PDF members dead and an estimated 100
soldiers were dropped by helicopters.

After an hour’s fighting the resistance groups fell back.

Before raiding Nay Pu Kone village, troops occupied the resistance training camp and seized
arms and dynamite worth an estimated 35 million kyats, according to resistance groups.

The junta attacked Nay Pu Kone with two jet fighters and two Mi-35s and dropped troops from
Mi-17 helicopters, according to a resident called Ko Nyo.

They torched houses, killed villagers and arrested at least 20 others. They were taken to Du Tin
hill between Hpa Yar Kone and Shi Ma Kar villages where numerous junta troops are deployed
in a stronghold.

“This afternoon we found another three bodies near Du Tin. It is a tragedy to see civilians
fleeing and we have lost many of our comrades,” said Phyoe Zaw Oo of Wetlet PDF on Tuesday.

He said junta jets were still flying on Tuesday afternoon but not firing. Heavy fighting is
occurring with ground troops.

Ko Shwe Bo, a Hpa Yar Kone villager, who is sheltering with a relative, said he and his mother
fled their house on Saturday on his motorcycle amid airstrikes.
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“We have lost everything. This is the worst thing ever | have experienced,” he said. His aunt and
a cousin who was in the PDF were recently killed by junta troops.

The worst-hit village is Nay Pu Kone, whose 1,000 residents have fled their homes.
Around 23,000 people in the area are estimated to have been displaced in four days.
Sagaing Region is an anti-regime stronghold.

The United Nations has reported that more than 545,000 people have been displaced in
Sagaing Region since the coup last year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sagaing-resistance-fighters-killed-in-myanmar-junta-
raids.html

Six killed in Myanmar junta’s air and ground assault on Sagaing resistance training camp

Three members of a local defence force and three civilians died in the raid in Sagaing Region’s
Wetlet Township, sources there said

Thura Maung | Published on Oct 11, 2022

A member of Doung Ni, a Wetlet-based local defence
force, is seen in early September (Pyay Kyaw via Doung
Ni Defence Force)

Myanmar junta forces seized a resistance training camp
in central Myanmar’s Sagaing Region on Saturday after
an air and ground assault that left three resistance
fighters and three civilians dead, a spokesperson for a
local defence group said.

The training camp was located on the western bank of the Ayeyarwady River, about 3km
southeast of the village of Hpa Yar Lay Kone in Wetlet Township, the spokesperson for the
Wetlet People’s Defence Team (PDT) told Myanmar Now.

Speaking on condition of anonymity, he said that two Mi-35 attack helicopters and two fighter
jets were used in the initial assault, which lasted around 30 minutes. This was followed by a
two-hour ground attack by around 100 junta troops airlifted into the area by four Mi-17
helicopters.

“There was no fighting in the area before the assault, which they launched suddenly from the
air while we were in the middle of our training session,” he said, adding that nearby villages
were also hit in the attack.
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Photos released by the Wetlet PDT showed extensive damage to the school in Hpa Yar Lay Kone
after it was fired on from the air. No casualties were reported, as the attack took place during
the lunch break, the group said on its Facebook page.

The village school in Hpa Yar Lay was sprayed with bullets
during the October 8 aerial attack

Two resistance fighters were killed at the camp—one in
the aerial attack and the other during the ensuing ground
battle—while a third died nearby, according to the
group’s spokesperson.

“Our people were barely able to defend themselves. They
hadn’t been provided with many weapons, as it was just

a training camp,” he said.

Two 60mm grenade launchers and some other weapons and ammunition were seized by the
regime forces after the shootout, he added.

The airstrikes also forced residents of Thit Seint Kone, a village about 5km from the camp, to
flee, according to a local man.

“Everyone was terrified. We were attacked like this once before, but there was just one aircraft
that time, so it wasn’t so scary,” said the man, who did not want to be named.

“This time, there were three explosions, each one like a loud thunderclap, and the whole village
was crying out for help. We all just ran as fast as we could without taking any of our
belongings.”

The two Mi-35 helicopters involved in the attack reportedly came from Monywa, some 70km
southwest of Wetlet, while the four Mi-17 helicopters were from a military base in Shwebo,
about 25km to the north.

Resistance forces said that after Saturday’s attack, soldiers stationed on a nearby hill torched
the training camp. Clashes were still taking place in the area on Monday, local sources reported.

Meanwhile, there were also reports that seven resistance fighters had been killed on Saturday
in Taze Township, some 75km northwest of Wetlet.

Three died while on scouting duty near the village of Dei Yauk, which is close to the border with
Ye-U Township, while the other four were killed after being captured while planting explosives
targeting junta troops, a resistance source told Myanmar Now.

The deaths were attributed to poor communication among the resistance forces, the source
said.
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On Sunday, photos of the Wetlet training camp and weapons seized there were circulating
widely on the Telegram channels of pro-junta media groups.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/six-killed-in-myanmar-juntas-air-and-ground-assault-
on-sagaing-resistance-training-camp

Thousands flee fighting in northern Sagaing’s Banmauk Township

At least two displaced civilians have been killed by landmines laid by Myanmar’s military since
clashes began in the area last week

Nyein Swe | Published on Oct 11, 2022

KIA and PDF forces torch a junta checkpoint in Sagaing
Region’s Indaw Township on August 16 (Indaw
Revolution)

A column of around 300 junta troops has clashed
almost continuously with anti-regime forces in
northern Sagaing Region’s Banmauk Township over the
past week, forcing thousands of villagers to flee their
homes.

Sources say that fighting began last Tuesday in an area about 15km southeast of the town of
Banmauk, affecting more than half a dozen villages.

At least two displaced villagers, including a 10-year-old child, have died after stepping on
landmines laid by the regime forces, residents reported.

A spokesperson for the Indaw People’s Defence Force (PDF), which has been fighting in the area
alongside the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and local defence forces, said that a two-day
battle that began on Saturday resulted in an unknown number of junta casualties.

“We saw several graves and blood stains on the ground as we were clearing the area. The locals
had to flee in a panic during the battles. We still don’t know exactly how many junta troops we
killed,” he said.

He added that the clash took place east of the villages of See Maw, Kyauk Ai, Pae Pin and
Taunggyi, and that residents of other nearby villages, including Kyauk-U, Le-U and Chaung Pauk,
have also been displaced.

The two civilians who were killed by landmines—10-year-old Phway Phway Khaing and 20-year-
old Yin Htay—were residents of the village of Kyauk Tan, according to a man from See Maw.
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“Phway Phway Khaing was killed on the spot and Yin Htay died this morning. It happened while
they were fleeing to the woods,” he said, speaking to Myanmar Now on Monday.

The military has also carried out a series of airstrikes in the area and burned down dozens of
houses in See Maw and other villages that have been emptied of their inhabitants since the
fighting began, locals said.

The junta troops reportedly occupied See Maw for several days beginning on Thursday, but
later moved to Le-U, some 3km to the east, on Sunday, according to resistance sources.

There were no reported clashes on Monday, but fighting is expected to resume as the military
continues with its offensive, the Indaw PDF spokesperson said.

Regime forces have also been carrying out operations in neighbouring Katha Township, where
they have been accused of using local civilians as human shields.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-flee-fighting-in-northern-sagaings-
banmauk-township

Magway villagers forced to join Pyu Saw Htee surrender to PDF

The move came two days after anti-regime forces raided the village of Zee Pyar in Pauk
Township last week

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Oct 11, 2022

Myaing PDF members patrol a village in Magway Region
(Myaing PDF)

More than two dozen recent graduates of a training
program for the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia
surrendered to anti-regime forces in Magway Region last
week, according to resistance sources.

A battalion commander from the Myaing People’s
Defence Force (PDF) told Myanmar Now that 27 residents of the village of Zee Pyar in Pauk
Township decided to flee last Wednesday to avoid being forced to remain in the Pyu Saw Htee.

“They fled to us because they’d been forced to guard the village and they didn’t want to do it
anymore. They simply didn’t want to serve the junta,” said the battalion commander.

The move came two days after the Myaing PDF and a village defence team attacked junta
forces stationed at a Pyu Saw Htee training camp in Zee Pyar on October 3, killing 17.

The battalion commander said that the 27 villagers, who included 12 women, had been ordered
to protect the village after the raid, despite having received just five days of training.
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“The fresh ‘graduates’ were handed swords and bottles of acid and forced to act as security
guards,” he said, adding that the villagers had been moved to a secure location near the
Chinese border at their request.

He also said that 53 Pyu Saw Htee members who were captured alive during the raid were
being held in two separate places and had not been mistreated.

There were an estimated 60 junta soldiers stationed in Zee Pyar at the time of the attack, and
more have since arrived as reinforcements, he added.

According to the PDF battalion commander, the villagers who escaped said that the soldiers
took away residents’ SIM cards and forced them to provide rice and other food.

Myanmar Now was unable to interview the villagers for this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/magway-villagers-forced-to-join-pyu-saw-htee-
surrender-to-pdf

Myanmar Resistance Forces Unite Under KNU Leadership in Mon State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

Separate People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) have united in a resistance coalition in areas of Mon
State’s Thaton District controlled by the Karen National Union (KNU), KNU spokesman Padoh
Saw Taw Nee told The Irrawaddy.

Twenty-four PDF groups in the area merged on October 3 under the single command of KNU
Brigade 1.

The coalition, comprising local defense forces and PDF groups directed by the parallel National
Unity Government, is now under the command of KNU Brigade 1’'s newly formed alliance
supervisory committee. The committee was formed in line with KNU policy to cooperate with
all those fighting the military regime.

“Many groups are fighting the regime, though they vary in size. So, it is important to make sure
that the broth is not spoiled by too many cooks,” said the spokesman, adding that KNU Brigade
1 felt obliged to take a leadership role.

Formation of the resistance coalition followed the September 21 seizure of a Denko Co fuel
truck by local anti-regime group Kyaikto Revolution Force (KRF), who detained the crew and
sold off the 4,000 gallons of gasoline it was carrying.

The KNU Brigade 1 called the act a kidnapping and punished KRF officials for breaching its
regulations. The KRF accepted the punishment and said it would follow KNU Brigade 1 orders.
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However, the KNU alliance supervisory committee said the coalition’s formation was not
triggered by the KRF incident.

The idea to merge resistance forces cropped up in November last year, but there had been
various delays before all groups were put under a single command, said a committee secretary.

The committee also issued 25 rules for the resistance groups, requiring them to respect the
culture and customs of local people, and refrain from coercion, kidnapping, demanding ransom,
and extortion.

“Some 30 groups have registered with us. But we only issued certificates of recognition to the
24 groups that promised to abide by our rules. We did not issue certificates to other groups for
certain reasons,” said the secretary.

An ethnic affairs analyst said PDF groups in areas controlled by the KNU have been operating
independently, unlike their peers in Kachin State, who are under the command of the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA).

“The KIA has effective centralization of command. Its headquarters directly control all [KIA]
brigades. PDF groups come under those brigades and so are effectively under the command of
KIA headquarters. But it is different for the KNU. It has seven brigades and all of them have
their own powers, without centralized control,” said the analyst.

KNU Brigade 1 has been fighting the junta regime since 2021 following the coup. September
saw 39 clashes between the two sides, resulting in 48 junta soldiers killed and five KNU-led
personnel injured, according to KNU information.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-resistance-forces-unite-
under-knu-leadership-in-mon-state.html

Mon Peace and Defence Force to serve as military council’s militia group

By Thanlwintimes - October 11, 2022

The Mon Peace and Defense Force, which split from
the New Mon State Party (NMSP), declared on October
10 that it would join junta forces and work as a local
militia.

The statement said that the group has been
transformed into a militia in order to build peace in

Mon State and prevent it from the dangers of
terrorism.
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Furthermore, the militia group slammed any act of terrorism and stated that they will work for
peace and stability in the people’s daily lives.

Then Colonel Nai Chan Lawi, spokesperson for the Mon Peace and Defense Force, told Than
Lwin Times that they had to take up arms again as a militia because local residents,
administrators, and staff were being killed in the state.

Brigadier General Naing Aung Tun took over the responsibilities of General Naing Shoung, the
commander of the Mon Peace and Defense Force, which was transformed into a militia.

An official of the Southern Mon People’s Defense Force, which is fighting against the
dictatorship, said that since the Mon Peace and Defense Force has become a stooge of the
military council, they will treat and attack this militia group as an enemy.

The Mon Peace and Defense Force split from the New Mon State Party, and its 268 members
surrendered to the Southeast Regional Military Command along with 72 arms on October 10,
2010.

The Mon Peace and Defense Force declared that it would serve as a militia under the Military
Council militia on October 10, the 12t anniversary of the surrender.

https://thanlwintimes.com/2022/10/11/mon-peace-and-defence-force-to-serve-as-military-
councils-militia-group/

Arakan Army Seizes Border Guard Police Outpost in Myanmar’s Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

Rakhine State-based ethnic armed group the Arakan Army (AA) seized a Border Guard Police
outpost in northern Maungdaw in Rakhine State in a pre-dawn attack on Monday, according to
the armed group’s statement.

The Leik Ya outpost is on the road leading to Kyein Chaung Village, where the No. 7 Border
Guard Police Station is located, and Taungpyo Village.

The junta side suffered heavy casualties in the fierce fighting, and some regime personnel
surrendered to the AA, according to Maungdaw residents.

In its press release about the fighting, the AA said it captured three prisoners of war, retrieved
the bodies of some junta personnel and seized weapons and military equipment.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact AA spokesman U Khaing Thukha for comment.

The AA said it launched its attack on the junta outpost around 4 a.m. on Monday, and was able
to take control of it after an hour of fighting despite junta artillery support for its forces from
various directions.
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Junta soldiers and Border Guard Police were stationed at the outpost, which was responsible
for unprovoked artillery attacks on wards and villages, claimed the AA.

An AA fighter died in the clash, added the statement.

The Rakhine ethnic armed group and Myanmar military have been locked in fierce fighting in
Maungdaw, northern Rakhine, and in neighboring Chin State’s Paletwa since August.

According to local media based in Rakhine, at least six civilians including children have been
killed by junta artillery strikes amid the renewed fighting between the two sides. Observers said
the AA has seized at least 30 junta outposts in Maungdaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-seizes-border-guard-police-outpost-in-
myanmars-rakhine-state.html

Myanmar Junta Uses Japan-Donated Ships to Transport Troops in Rakhine: HRW
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

Myanmar’s military regime used ships donated by Japan for civilian use to transport troops in
war-torn northern Rakhine State, Human Rights Watch (HRW) said on Tuesday. The rights
watchdog called on the Japanese government to suspend non-humanitarian aid to Myanmar
and sanction junta officials linked with serious human rights violations.

Citing confidential letters sent from Myanmar National Inland Water Transport to the junta’s
Transport and Communications Ministry, HRW said Rakhine’s transport minister ordered its
Department of Inland Water Transport on September 13 to “ready” the Japan-donated
“Kisapanadi I” and “Kisapanadi llI"” for voyages between state capital Sittwe and Buthidaung.

The letter stated that on September 14, the two ships transported “over 100 Tatmadaw
[Myanmar] troops, as well as their supplies and materials” along the Mayu River to Buthidaung
in northern Rakhine, where the regime is fighting the Arakan Army (AA) ethnic armed group.

The vessels used were among three ships delivered by Japan between 2017 and 2019. Japan
provided the vessels to Myanmar under the 500-million-yen (US$3.5 million) Economic and
Social Development Program signed in September 2016 under the National League for
Democracy government. The Japanese embassy in Myanmar said the program aimed “to
improve water transport in Myanmar and contribute to the economic and social development
of Myanmar by donating passenger ships for coastal transport in Rakhine State”.

The regime has been reinforcing its forces in northern Rakhine State since August, launching
airstrikes and heavy artillery bombardments against AA troops there and in Paletwa Township
of neighboring Chin State.
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Despite deploying heavy weaponry, the regime is struggling for control in northern Rakhine
State where the AA has seized at least 30 junta outposts in Maungdaw. On Monday, it occupied
a regime border police outpost in the area, capturing three prisoners, retrieving bodies of junta
personnel and seizing weapons and military equipment.

The UN said fighting in Rakhine and Chin State has displaced more than 17,400 people since
August and prompted a travel clampdown that is delaying delivery of critical aid, particularly
food.

Rakhine State’s chief of police and transport minister confirmed in a September 23 letter to the
national transport and communications minister that the two vessels had been used for
“military purposes”, HRW said.

In the letter, Rakhine authorities sought to justify military use of ships, citing provision No 250
of Myanmar’s 2008 Constitution, which states “the Region or State Government shall have the
responsibility to assist the Union Government in the preservation of the stability of the Union,
community peace and tranquility and prevalence of law and order.”

HRW’s Asia program officer Teppei Kasai said the regime’s misuse of Japanese aid for military
purposes effectively made Japan a backer of junta military operations, adding “the Japanese
government needs to urgently reassess its obviously failing approach to curtailing the junta’s
abuses.”

A Japanese Foreign Ministry official responded to HRW'’s inquiry on October 3, saying Tokyo
was working to ensure appropriate use of facilities and equipment provided through Official
Development Assistance programs.

“Japan is taking appropriate measures regarding the issue in question,” said the official,
declining to disclose further details because it was a “diplomatic matter,” the HRW said.

Following the February 1, 2021 military coup in Myanmar, the Japanese government called a
halt on new non-humanitarian ODA programs in Myanmar but did not suspend ongoing
projects. As of November 2021, Japan had provided about $9.6 billion in loan assistance, $2.5
billion in aid grants, and $690 million in technical assistance to Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-japan-donated-ships-to-
transport-troops-in-rakhine-hrw.html

Displaced Namtu Villagers Return Home
By SHAN - October 11, 2022

About three hundred civilians displaced by fighting between armed groups have returned to
their homes in Namtu Township.

Page 17 of 70


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-japan-donated-ships-to-transport-troops-in-rakhine-hrw.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-japan-donated-ships-to-transport-troops-in-rakhine-hrw.html
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

A local, who doesn’t wish to give his name, reported to SHAN that villagers from Kon Kayar and
Sin Li, who were staying in the Pobayong Buddhist monastery in Namtu town, went home on
the morning of 5 October.

"They returned to their villages because there had been no recent clashes in their area.”
The villagers stayed at the monastery for only seven days after fleeing fighting between the
Burma Army and the Kachin Independence Army and the People’s Defence Force.

IDPs in Numtu township

However, fighting continues in neighbouring Mantong
Township, which is only 14 miles from the two villages,
and it’s now causing residents from Mantong town to
flee to Namtu Township.

“Yesterday, a civilian house in Mantong Township was
damaged by Burma Army shelling and today fighting is
still going on,” the man reported to SHAN.

Meanwhile, a government official has instructed people who fled fighting in both of the
townships in 2016 to return to their homes by 15 October.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25398

How the military junta is losing its grip on Myanmar
By SHAN - October 11, 2022

It has been nearly 20 months since Myanmar’s junta put an end to its country’s fledgling
democracy in a dramatic coup that overthrew the Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-led National League
for Democracy (NLD) government. But it has largely failed to bring the country under its control,
even resorting to ever more frequent atrocities against the civilian population.

Amidst regular reports of losing battles to the Peoples Defence Force (PDF) and ethnic armed
groups across the country, the military junta is growing desperate and stepping up its mass
atrocities. More than 2,000 people have died at the hands of the junta, and some 15,607
people have been arrested or detained.

After one year of the “People’s Defence War”, the regime is losing ground over most of the
country. A report by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M) said, the junta only has
effective control over 17 percent of the country, while the NUG and its allies control 52 percent,
and the remaining 23% is actively contested space. Only 72 of the country’s 330 townships are
under the junta’s “stable” authority, the SAC-M note also said.
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Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing

Myanmar’s military is confronted with an
unprecedented array of challenges. The number of
military personnel has now fallen to around 200,000
from an estimated 300,000-400,000 soldiers due to
growing casualties of battle-ready troops, a shortage of
fresh recruits, and defections. Today, the degree to
which defectors have aligned with the pro-democracy groups is unprecedented in Myanmar’s
history and represents a serious symbolic blow to the Tatmadaw’s legitimacy and internal
coherence. According to the NUG, more than 8,000 soldiers and police officers have defected
since the coup. Moreover, there are some credible reports that the number of watermelon
soldiers continues to grow, and subsequently, the military junta is now more relying on various
proxy groups like the Pyu Saw Htee and People’s Security Force (PSF).

The significant improvement in PDF’s military capabilities added a new dimension to the
conflict. Resistance fighters who were once largely reliant on homemade guns are now wielding
automatic weapons and sophisticated hardware, including landmines and drones. Notably, the
PDFs’ high-intensity guerrilla attacks on convoys, outposts, and strategic bases have inflicted
serious damage on the military’s assets and rank-and-file, forcing the junta to rely more on
aerial warfare and indicating that the junta can no longer win on the ground.

A new political reality is taking shape through the strategic coordination between the EAOs and
PDFs, suggesting that the roughly 60,000 fighters affiliated with the NUG are fully committed to
bringing down the generals at any cost. The military junta is now facing a determined coalition
of adversaries on multiple fronts, ranging from the country’s borderland to the heartland of the
Bamar people. It can be inferred that if the EAOs and PDFs can maintain the current level of
military pressure on the regime, Min Aung Hlaing will surely be driven to despair.

There is no doubt that the military is the dominant security actor in Myanmar in terms of troop

numbers, defense capabilities, combat experience, and financial resources. However, this does

not automatically mean that the military is going to stamp out the democratic forces. It must be
kept in mind that, faced with anger and hate, the military enjoys the lowest-ever level of public
support, and consequently, morale in the army is declining.

Similarly, a once-promising frontier market is now on the brink of collapse due to violence
nationwide. Along with Sri Lanka, Laos, and Pakistan in Asia, Myanmar’s economy is also in
grave danger. Malayan Banking Bhd. warned in a report that the country is among the frontier-
market economies where the likelihood of sovereign defaults is growing. It is worth noting that
the Central Bank of Myanmar recently ordered firms with outstanding foreign loans to suspend
disbursements of those debts and adjust repayment schedules with foreign lenders. Thanks to
Min Aung Hlaing’s wild monetary policies, Myanmar is now facing a severe shortage of US
dollars.
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Economic hardship is creating social discontent in Myanmar and encouraging more people to
take up arms against the junta. There are reasonable grounds to believe that the junta’s foreign
exchange reserves have been dwindling rapidly given the lack of tourism revenues, weaker
export earnings, and surging costs for imports of arms and fuel. So, it is speculated that the
junta can’t survive in the long run because of its crippled economy that will not be able to
support its newly adopted aerial warfare, which carries high logistical costs.

Unsurprisingly, Myanmar is lurching into widespread diplomatic and economic isolation.
Western countries have suspended aid and imposed targeted sanctions on top military leaders.
It is unlikely that the Kremlin can produce enough arms to keep junta troops adequately
supplied. Russia has reportedly slowed the delivery of weapons after its invasion of Ukraine,
placing the future of the Myanmar junta at risk.

Again, China, one of the closest allies of Myanmar, has found the junta a difficult partner

and consequently hedges with ties to EAOs and the ousted NLD. Moreover, the Tatmadaw was
never comfortable with China’s geopolitical aspirations, as the former assumed that Myanmar
faces the risk of invasion by its neighbor China, just as Ukraine has been invaded by its neighbor
Russia. Most importantly, China might already realize that it will be difficult for them to invest
their interests in Myanmar without stability there. Noteworthy, Chinese investments have also
declined dramatically in Myanmar due to concerns over the attacks on its businesses. Myanmar
official data lists Chinese investments in Myanmar at more than US$6.6 billion during the NLD
government’s time in office, but by 2021, investments had decreased to US$175.8 million.

The future is still unclear. But given the three crucial indicators—battleground loss, economic
disaster, and lack of major powers’ support—it is fair to conclude the tide clearly shifted toward
the pro-democracy forces. They may not be winning immediately, but time is on their side. Last
but not least, the future of Myanmar is prominently taking shape at the hand of the people of
Myanmar who are fighting for a federal democratic country.

* Prithwi Raj Chaturvedi is a Researcher and Political analyst, P.hd candidate at South Asian
University, New Delhi.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25403

Burma Army Deserters Fear, Torture, Fighting and Military Targeting Their Families
Hein Soe, a Burma Army soldier, who recently defected told Karen News, why he deserted.
Karen News | 11 October 2022

“Since day one...l was always unhappy. | was unhappy because there was no individual liberty.
We got no leave and could not withdraw our money from the bank.... If they did not like my
manner, they would slap me in my face, just to relieve [their] boredom. | was slapped at least
two or three times a day.”
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“I was put in the main jail, handcuffed and beaten by four or five people. They were also drunk
when they beat me.”

Hein Soe the abuse reached a new level when he returned to camp drunk from a home leave.

“l was drunk and could not join the morning assembly. | was put in the main jail, handcuffed
and beaten by four or five people. They were also drunk when they beat me. They punched and
kicked me for hours. They came around 8pm and left around 10 pm. Then they drank again,
came back and hit me again. My eardrum was torn in the beating — | can’t hear well now.”

International Human Rights Law defines soldiers have ‘the right to life, free from slavery, and
torture and inhuman treatment’.

Captain Nyi Thuta, a former Burma Army officer who after his own defection formed the
People’s Embrace Organization to help soldiers to defect. Captain Nyi Thuta told Kren News
Burma Army soldiers are denied their rights.

“Soldiers face human rights violations when they join the army. They are not allowed to leave
the army. They are used as forced labor — they have to do it because they don’t have rights.
They are being treated like prisoners.”

Dr Miemie Wynn Byrd, a security specialist at the Asia Pacific Centre for Security Studies, who
served in the US Army for 28 years, explains there is a difference between toughness and
brutality.

The Burmese military’s brutality in ethnic areas has been documented and reported for
decades. It was also witnessed in the killing of thousands of Rohingya in Rakhine state in 2017,
when the Burma Army burnt and forced 850,000 people to flee to Bangladesh.

Since the military coup in 2021, the Burma military has launched air attacks and ground
bombardments on civilian populations. The UN agency for refugees, the UNHCR estimates that
28,000 homes and more than a million people have been displaced. The Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners documented that at least 2,338 civilians have been killed and 12586
detained.

Defecting Burma Army soldiers cite the brutality against civilians as a factor along with abuse,
poor living conditions for deserting.

Private Zaw Win Htay in an interview with Karen News explained being trapped on Ba Yint
Naung Kone hill in April and risking death from snipers.

“They [military] can’t provide food for the troops. The battalion commander told us, “We’re in
trouble, we're out of food”. We depended on the rations. If they didn’t give us, we would
starve... our clothes are torn... We only bathe every 20 days. Even a dog can bathe once a day.”

In recent battles around the Lay Kay Kaw area, Private Hein Soe cited similar experiences and
complained of suicide.
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In the past when we fought it was different. There were separate troops assigned to deliver
arms and weapons, food supplies, carry the injured or bury the dead. But [in the Lay Kay Kaw
fighting] we were deliberately pushed towards our grave. We were forced to go down a ravine
and fight. We had no retreat route. The worst thing was we didn’t have enough water to drink
or food.”

Private Hein Soe explains many of his former colleagues are in a difficult situation.

“Soldiers fear they will be killed either when they fight or when they refuse to fight. They also
fear their families will be in danger if they run away.”

https://karennews.org/2022/10/burma-army-deserters-fear-torture-fighting-and-military-
targeting-their-families/

Villager ‘Raped, Killed by Myanmar Junta Troops as She Ran to Rescue Her Children’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

A woman shot by junta troops during an attack last month on Let Yet Kone village in Sagaing
Region’s Depyin township was allegedly raped before being killed, according to local sources.

Thirteen civilians were brutally killed by regime air strikes followed by a ground assault on Let
Yet Kone village on September 16. Two Russian-made Mi-35 military helicopters killed five
children after opening fire on the village school, before regime soldiers were dropped by
helicopter at the north of the village to launch the raid.

Ma Yuu, 37, was fatally shot as she herded cows in the east of the village. She was among eight
villagers including two children killed by junta troops in the ground assault. The bodies of five
villagers, including Ma Yuu, the only female victim, were dumped in the nearby Mu River.

Ma Yuu’s body was retrieved the next day, September 17. Villagers said her lower body had
been stripped of clothing and the buttons of her long-sleeved shirt were undone.

She had been shot in the head while her fingers had been broken and her earrings were
missing, presumed looted.

“We believe she was raped by soldiers before being killed. | took the body from the river
myself,” said one of the villagers.

Ma Yuu’s two daughters, a second-grader and eighth-grader, were at the village school when
the attack began. Her husband warned her to seek cover as the regime helicopters hovered
overhead, but instead she ran towards the school. The junta soldiers intercepted her before she
got there, Ma Khin Aye, a Let Yet Kone villager, told the Irrawaddy.
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Eight students and five teachers injured in the attack were taken hostage. Two with serious
injuries were released while the others were detained by the regime troops.

Village residents said Ma Yuu and her husband were from an illiterate family who worked hard
to send their daughters to be educated at school.

“Ma Yuu was always smiling and warm-hearted,” said Ma Khin Aye. “She and her husband left
for the forest every morning and then returned in the afternoon to herd cows until evening.”

The couple took care of the village herd in return for 3,000 kyats per month, sometimes topped
up with a ration of rice.

Ma Yuu’s death has left her family distraught and in need.

“Ma Yuu’s husband told us he couldn’t herd cows because he misses his wife,” Ma Khin Aye
said .

“It’s cruel; they [soldiers] do whatever they want. As long as these military dogs exist, no one is
safe, ” she said.

The brutal attack on Let Yet Kone came one month after regime soldiers raped at least seven
women during raids on two villages in Kani Township, Sagaing Region.

Six women aged between 25 and 40 were confirmed to have been raped by soldiers during the
raid on a village in the township on August 28, according to Kani’s General Strike Committee.

Sagaing is an anti-regime stronghold where clashes between junta troops and resistance forces
are reported almost daily.

Regime troops have responded to the fierce resistance by launching airstrikes before raiding
villages to torture and kill civilians and take civilian detainees as human shields.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/villager-raped-killed-by-myanmar-junta-troops-as-
she-ran-to-rescue-her-children.html

Bodies of two ethnic Chin women discovered in Myanmar’s Magway region
Locals say they were raped and murdered but the killers are unknown.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.11

Locals have discovered the bodies of two ethnic Chin women from Magway region’s Ngape
township who went missing on Sunday. They were identified as 14-year-old Mai Hnoun Par
Hla and 21-year-old Mai Shwesin Ye, both members of the Asho tribe from Bone Baw village,
a resident — who did not want to be named for safety reasons — told RFA.
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A file photograph of Mai Shwesin Ye, one of two women whose
bodies were discovered on Oct. 9. Facebook: Mai Shwesin Ye

“Two girls disappeared around 8 p.m. that night,” the local said.
“They were returning from Goke Gyi village to Bone Baw village.
They were found near Myay Lat village at around 5 p.m. on
October 9.”

Locals say both women were raped and murdered but RFA has not
been able to confirm this independently. Their bodies have now been returned to their
families.

There are 11 Asho Chin villages on the mountain where Ngape township is based, on the
Rakhine mountain range. The villages lie close to each other on the highway which runs from
Mandalay to Sittwe city in Rakhine State.

There is a police station in Goke Gyi village, and the military junta’s 88th division is often
stationed in Myay Lat village. The 14th division of Ngape township and junta forces from Pa
Dan village are also active in the area, along with three artillery units from nearby villages.

The ousted National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs
told RFA in March that around 150 women and 130 children had been killed across the
country since the Feb. 1, 2021 military coup.

Women'’s League of Burma officials told RFA the same month that more than 100 women
had been killed, more than 1,500 arrested and there had been at least 10 cases of sexual
violence against women across Myanmar since the coup.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/chin-women-killed-10112022043552.html|

Striking Medics Blame Myanmar Junta for Nurse Death
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 October 2022

The Civil Disobedience Movement Medical Network of the civilian National Unity Government
(NUG) has condemned Myanmar’s junta after a nurse drowned while fleeing the Thai police on
October 7.

Daw Theingi Soe, 25, a striking nurse from the Hpa-an General Hospital was in Maw Phoe Kay,
Hlaingbwe Township, Karen State, hiding from the junta.

On October 7, the nurse and her husband faced being arrested by the Thai police after illegally
entering Mae Sot in Thailand to work, her friends told the media.
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The mother of a four-year-old drowned in the Moei River while trying to cross back to Myanmar
to avoid the Thai police.

The network for striking medical staff said the regime caused the death because it was
constantly pursuing striking medics.

It expressed concern for all the medical staff in junta custody.
The group vowed to support all revolutionary forces until the regime falls.

The Federal Nursing and Midwifery Council expressed its condolences for the death of Daw
Theingi Soe.

Over 400,000 civil servants have joined the civil disobedience movement which was started two
days later after the February 2021 coup by medical staff in Yangon and Mandalay who refused
to work under military rule.

The strike has derailed junta attempts to run government services.
Arrests, torturing, sentencing and killing continue of striking civil servants.

U Aye Kaung, a striking teacher from Mahlaing High School in Mandalay Region, was arrested at
Yangon International Airport at the weekend while trying to leave Myanmar.

On September 30, striking teacher Daw Soe Mya Mya of the pro-NUG Kaung For You education network
was reportedly sentenced to five years in jail by the junta in Mogaung Township, Kachin State.

The teacher was charged under the Anti-Terrorism Law for allegedly supporting the NUG and
resistance groups.

By Monday an estimated 2,342 people had been killed by the junta while 15,806, including
government leaders, have been detained since the coup last year, said the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners that monitors deaths and arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/striking-medics-blame-myanmar-junta-for-nurse-
death.html

Chiang Mai University hosts ‘Unpredictable Myanmar’ seminar
By Mizzima |

Many observers fear the Myanmar crisis has been overshadowed by the war in Ukraine and
does not get the attention on the world stage that it deserves.

It was partly with this sentiment in mind that the Faculty of Law in Chiang Mai University held a
seminar entitled “Unpredictable Myanmar” on 7 October that allowed several experts to voice
their opinions on the state of the Golden Land following the 1 February 2021 military coup.
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A general view of buildings in the city of Chiang
Mai, northern Thailand. Photo: EPA

The key subject areas covered were human rights,
natural resource management and ethnic
communities, and the constitution and democracy.

The first to speak was Pornsuk Koetsawang who is a
director of the Friends Without Borders
Foundation.

“Before the February 2021 coup, Myanmar still didn’t have peace. There were problems about
the Rohingya and ethnic groups around the border. But this coup is different from others
because the Myanmar military uses violence to oppress people by using indiscriminate attacks.
They don’t separate who is armed or not. They destroy hospitals and religious buildings. They
block many roads to let people starve. We have to rethink, is this a war crime or not?” she said.

“This is a collapsed rule of law. It is not only a security problem in Myanmar but also in
Thailand. We have to see that the crisis in Myanmar is also ours (Thailand’s) because having a
relationship with the military doesn't help people's lives get better.

“When it comes to dealing with displaced people, the Thai government has no policy. If they
cross into our country, it will be the (Thai) soldiers’ responsibility. The Thai government will
quickly move them back to their country.

“The way that the Thai government treats the crisis of human rights in Myanmar is (on a
superficial level). It does not help the refugee problem disappear or any border problems. The
humanitarian assistance has to be sneaky, and it cannot help completely.”

Next speaker was Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, director of The Regional Center for Social Science,
who said the Myanmar military uses the law and the courts to oppress Myanmar people,
pushing the country into a state of emergency.

“The situation in Myanmar now isn’t temporary. It will cause an effect long term and into the
future. It has damaged the justice and healthcare systems.

“The Thai government should reconsider their foreign policy, how many chances we lose, and
what is the effect of this crisis on the country of Thailand. It has to reconsider humanitarian
assistance and border policy, allowing refugees to stay in Thailand with a status.”

Sanhawan Srisod, a counselor with the International Commission of Jurists, said she wished to
raise six unpredictable things that happen in the law system and law enforcement which aren't
relevant to international law.

“One is the declaration of a State of Emergency. Most Thai people are familiar with this
situation. First the military takes over a government by using martial law then it will use the
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declaration of the state of emergency for all power control. This situation isn’t relevant with
international law at all because if any government wants to declare a state of emergency, the
situation in that country has an effect on the self-preservation of that nation. An effect must be
severe and horrible. While in Myanmar, it was just an abnormal election as the military said, it
is still not relevant to international law. And after declaring a state of emergency, the military is
not responsible for that.

“Secondly, an amendment to the law by the State Administration Council (SAC), which was
appointed by the military junta. The SAC will give legitimacy to support a military crime such as
to amend a privacy law which allows police to search people with no bench warrant, and that's
why more people get arrested.

She gave examples of amendments to the penal code by the SAC, including Section 505(a) of
the Penal Code, which prohibits causing fear, spreading false news and agitating crimes against
a government employee, with imprisonment for a term of up to three years. Section 124(c) of
the Penal Code, sabotages or hinders the performance of the Defense Services of the Union or
Law, with imprisonment for a term of up to 20 years. Section 124(d) of the Penal Code, disrupts
or hinders Defence Services personnel and Government employees, with imprisonment for a
term of up to seven years. These sections cannot be bailable and an arrest can be made without
a warrant.

“The problem is that the language or words in the law are not clearly expressed and is vague.
The concept of the word in the penal code can be interpreted as officials want. This isn’t
relevant to international law.

"Thirdly, in Thailand, there is a violation of international law by using military courts to judge
civilians, in in Myanmar as well. The lawyer cannot provide legal advice or argue on behalf of
their clients. The judges aren't free from political considerations because they are under army
command.

“Normally, people can watch and listen in court but in prison courts, they cannot. The evidence
cannot access the trial procedure. It isn’t relevant to international law that court trials have to
be transparent. Those prison courts, they even have a death sentence.

Many months ago, they sentenced four political prisoners. Before receiving a death sentence,
prosecution is in a trial by a military court. No one can access the trial procedure. It's a closed
trial. Those courts also have sentence death row of 100 prisoners including children. According
to international law, it clearly doesn’t support the death penalty, particularly children.

“Fourthly, lawyer’s issues. Many lawyers tried to help prisoners with legal assistance but they
ended up detained and threatened, especially political prisoners. There were reports that these
lawyers took pictures without permission and searches were made of their private information.
Some were arrested while they were litigating at court. There are 46 lawyers in prison now.
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After the coup in February 2021, the lawyers’ council wasn't appointed by an elected
government but appointed by the military. There is the same problem in Thailand.

“Fifthly, torture and abuse. There are many reports about torture from an interrogation centre
in Myanmar, which similar to (a facility in) the southern region in Thailand. Places of detention
have very poor conditions, overcrowded, less sleeping space and not enough food. These
Inappropriate conditions violate international law.

“Sixthly, children. Myanmar and Thailand are similar with regard to this issue. In the
demonstrations for democracy, both countries had many children involved, which led to many
children being arrested. After they were arrested, many reported said there were a lot of
abuses. Children were forced to be detained with adults, whereas international law stresses
that children have to be separated from adults. Many children were threatened, tortured and
subjected to sexual assaults. At the point of release, children were threatened to sign
confessions.”

The fourth speaker was Kwanchanok Kittiwanit who serves at the Faculty of Humanities with
the department of history. She said that border areas are economic zones where people of
different languages and cultures help each other. When a refugee is displaced for security
reason, which Thailand didn’t sign under the refugee convention, the Thai government thinks it
does not need to be responsible to take care of the refugee and that refugees do not have
rights to go out of the camp.

"I think Thailand needs a temporary stay policy before sending refugees back to their country or
third country. Many Thai policies don't have sympathy and don't understand diversity. Basically,
people who are displaced, they have conflict with Myanmar.

Thailand needs to plan the right situation assessment. For example, send them back when the
situation is safe for their life and property. Importantly we have to ask for their consent.
Children who grow up in camps should receive education. The Thai government must develop
their potential in the camp."

Kwanchanok Kittiwanit said the information about the conflicts with ethnic groups or the
military must be collected in a database. This will help the CSOs or international organizations
understand the basic information.

The last speaker in the seminar was Thomas H. Andrews, who is the UN Special Rapporteur on
the Human Rights in Myanmar.

“Two weeks ago, | told the Human Rights Council that the (Myanmar) military burned down
28,000 households but the number now is over 30,000. The economy, healthcare, and the
education system have collapsed,” Mr Andrews said.

“1 can confidently predict that with each of the international responses to this crisis that the
international community will continue to fail the people of Myanmar. The reason for that
failure is a lack of political will and leadership.

Page 28 of 70



“And if you want to understand what political will looks like in the UN, compare the difference
between the UN’s response to the crisis in Myanmar and the UN’s response to the crisis in
Ukraine.

“In four days, the UN acted over the war in Ukraine but for Myanmar a year and eight months
or more have passed.

“Unlike the crisis in Ukraine, the Myanmar crisis has seen no security councils or solutions and
no emergency session of the UN, no targeting of Myanmar’ military assets, no sessions against
Myanmar financial institutions, no freezing of Myanmar assets, except by the US, no mobilizing
of a multinational sanctions and no freezing of businesses that are involved with the military.

“What should the international community do if we were to accept our moral and legal
obligations? First of all, | believe the multinationals are responsible under the military, and they
need to be sanctioned by cutting off their access to money, to weapons and legitimacy. This can
help the military not violate the human rights of the people in Myanmar. Second is to address
the growing humanitarian crisis in Myanmar, including the crisis of people initially running for
their lives over the Myanmar borders, and there is more and more of this because of this crisis.

“There are two reasons why you should not be indifferent if your neighborhood is on fire. One
because you have moral obligations to help them and secondly, if your neighbour’s house burns
down, then very soon your house will be on fire. So, they have a moral imperative and also a
self-interest imperative that works in this crisis.

“What is the best way to take these actions? First of all, UN security councils will pass the
resolutions which establish targeted economic sanctions against the military. The UN has to
make an international agreement not to send weapons to Myanmar and UNSC has to send this
war crime to an international criminal court.

“Diplomatic pressure is very necessary. Many countries should stand against the Myanmar
military, use more sanctions, launch a statement together and help the people’s voices to be
heard. Some countries are unwilling (and), they give legitimacy to the Myanmar military.

“Now the reaction of the international community is like short-term solutions without hitting
the nail on the head. Many weeks ago, there had an airstrike on schoolchildren. Some countries
launched sanctions, some just condemned. | think it is disconnected because of the lack of
political will and leadership. If they have them, they should analyze what is the weakness of the
Myanmar military, what is the best way to prevent the military from violating human rights,
then operate it immediately. All of the international community should sanction the military,
block their international banking and confiscate their assets in any country,” Mr Andrews
added.

https://mizzima.com/article/chiang-mai-university-hosts-unpredictable-myanmar-seminar
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lllegal rare-earth mining goes rampant in northern Kachin State
PUBLISHED 11 OCTOBER 2022 | TUN LIN AUNG (MYITKYINA)

Photo shows illegal rare-earh mines in Panwa, Chibwe
Township, Kachin State.

The number of illegal rare-earth element mining
businesses in northern Kachin State has now increased
much greater than the previous years, according to
local sources.

Locals say rare-earth mining was seen only in hilly
border areas near Panwa before Myanmar’s political
change in 2021, but the number of such illegal mining sites has increased since April 2021 and
reached an unprecedented level throughout this year.

A local resident in Panwa said: “Before the political change, there were only two or three 3,000-
gallon oil bowsers a day. In about April 2021, the number of such oil bowsers reached about 20
a day. But when | counted the other day, over 80 bowsers come a day. The mining in the
mountains has spread out to the valleys of Chibwe. The locals are showing their opposition
because their water supply and livestock breeding are being harmed.”

Rare-earth mining sites are located in Kachin Special Region (1). According a Global Witness
report released on August 9 this year, there are over mining collection pools with highly toxic
waste at almost 300 separate locations. USGS reported Myanmar produced over 26,000 tons of
rare-earth elements in 2021, ranking third in the world.

Sources close to the Kachin State government and the rare-earth mining industry said official
permits for allotting rare-earth mining blocks and that officials No (2) Mining Enterprise came
to close the blocks.

“Actually, there are no longer legitimate rare-earth mining sites. Those running now are all
illegal. Fuel oil to be used for mining is here via a Chinese border route, not from the lower part
of Myanmar. A lot of money has to be spent for bribery. All minerals produced go to China,”
said a source.

In the last week of November, an inspection visit to the southwest of Panwa led to the arrest of
illegal workers including Chinese citizens engaging in illegal mining, and the seizure of over 30
vehicles.

In the 15-mile radius of mining are over 20 villages. As creek water there is dangerously
contaminated, indigenous people and animals are suffering severe shortages of water.

The creeks in which minerals are being mined are flowing into the Maykha River and then into
the mighty River Ayeyawady.
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Rohingya armed group posts celebration videos from Bangladesh refugee camps

Social media postings marking ARSA’s sixth anniversary are a bold declaration of its Cox’s Bazar
presence.

By Abdur Rahman and Sharif Khiam for BenarNews | 022.10.11

Members of Bangladesh’s Armed Police Battalion
patrol at the entrance of Panbazar Rohingya Camp in
Ukhia, Cox’s Bazar, Oct. 10, 2022. BenarNews

E Two Rohingya have been detained and Bangladesh
€ authorities are searching for others after pictures
and videos circulated on social media of an event
apparently marking the sixth anniversary of the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) in several
refugee camps.

A Rohingya leader said the Oct. 9 event, called “Happy Day” was the first time the armed
organization openly declared its presence in the Cox’s Bazar-area camps, which are home to
about 1 million refugees.

“Two Rohingya refugees have been detained and Bangladesh authorities are searching for
others,” Faruk Ahmed, assistant superintendent of the Armed Police Battalion, told
BenarNews.

The two, identified as Mohammad Joynal, 32, and Bakkar Uddin, 19, were detained in the
Ukhia Balukhali camp-10 in Cox’s Bazar on Sunday and Monday, according to Faruk.

“Joynal was directly involved in hanging posters and spreading propaganda in favor of
miscreants at the refugee camps,” Faruk said. “We already got some names from Joynal and
we hope more names of those involved in this conspiracy will be revealed during
interrogations.”

Police said “necessary legal action” has been taken against the two, who were handed over
to officers at the Ukhia police station. They declined to say if charges had been filed against
them of if they had appeared in court.

The insurgent group, which is active in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, was established in 2013
under the name Harakah al-Yagin but was renamed ARSA on Oct. 9, 2016.
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ARSA circulated videos and photographs of the sixth anniversary events on Facebook,
Twitter and messaging apps including Whatsapp.

A video from Sunday showed dozens of people celebrating “Happy Day” while wearing t-shirts,
carrying signs and hanging banners at camps in Cox’s Bazar.

Participants yelled out, “Oct. 9 is what day? Happy Day, Happy Day.”

In another, men clad in matching T-shirts stand at a table with a cake on it while an unseen
person proclaims that Oct. 9 is the day ARSA “attacked Burma's authoritarian rulers and
freed the Rohingya people from oppression.”

International Crisis Group, an NGO headquartered in Belgium, identified ARSA’s leader as
Ataullah Abu Ammar Jununi, who was born in Karachi, Pakistan, and grew up in Saudi Arabia.
His current location is unknown.

In a video posted to Facebook, Ataullah is seen saying: “Oct. 9 is a day of help for the
Rohingya community. It is a very important day.”

A camp leader in Ukhia who asked not to be identified over safety concerns said this was a
first for ARSA members in Cox’s Bazar.

“Earlier they held meetings secretly, but this time they held meetings publicly and made it
public on their social media sites,” the Rohingya leader told BenarNews on Monday.

Faruk said police have increased surveillance since the incident.
Repatriation

Within the camps, Rohingya leaders who want members of the community to be repatriated
to Myanmar complained that the celebration could delay such efforts.

Bangladesh and Myanmar officials agreed to a repatriation plan in November 2017, but none
of the refugees have been returned to their home country in nearly five years.

Myanmar’s February 2021 coup and intense fighting since then between the Burmese
military and anti-junta forces have made repatriation an even more distant possibility.

Myanmar authorities conducted a bloody crackdown on the Rohingya minority beginning on
Aug. 25, 2017, after ARSA insurgents attacked a handful of Burmese police posts. The
crackdown, since labeled a genocide, caused about 740,000 Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh.

Now, in Bangladesh, ARSA is terrorizing the Rohingya population it purports to protect, some
say.

“ARSA forces common Rohingya refugees to join their programs. They are issuing threats to
kill ordinary refugees if they refuse to join the program,” the Ukhia camp leader said.
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He told BenarNews that ARSA frequently threatened him and other pro-repatriation
Rohingya leaders, including in a video message issued on Aug. 29.

Security analyst Abdur Rashid, executive director of the Institute of Conflict, Law and
Development Studies in Dhaka, said ARSA staged the celebration to demonstrate its
presence.

“To keep visible its presence, ARSA is now holding programs inside the refugee camps,” he
told BenarNews.

Asif Munir, an immigration and refugee affairs analyst, called on the government to take
action against “Happy Day” participants.

“Though Bangladesh has long denied the presence of ARSA in Rohingya camps, intelligence
and law enforcement agencies have information that some of the people in the refugee
camps have connections with ARSA,” he told BenarNews.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/bangladesh-rohingya-10112022163837.html
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