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More Than 2,000 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Month: NUG
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 June 2022

More than 2,000 regime soldiers were killed and almost 540 wounded during fighting with
the ethnic armed forces and people’s defense forces (PDFs) within a month, according to
the parallel National Unity Government (NUG).

The NUG’s Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration said from May 7 to June 6 there were
593 clashes and 107 bomb and mine attacks, claiming that 2,063 junta soldiers were killed
and 539 wounded.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the figures.

Karen State reported the highest number of shootouts with 211, followed by Sagaing Region
with 175 and 10 mine attacks.

The figures were probably an underestimate, the ministry stated.

Fighting between junta forces and PDFs has increased since the NUG declared war on the
junta on September 7 last year.

“The people of Myanmar had to wage a war in self-defense,” the ministry reported. “The
NUG has encouraging defections and the number of soldiers and police defecting are also
increasing.”

According to the NUG, more than 8,000 soldiers and police officers have defected since the
coup.

Meanwhile, the regime has escalated atrocities in resistance strongholds. Last month, the
junta committed numerous war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sagaing by
conducting arbitrary arrests and killing civilians, extrajudicial execution, shelling residential
areas, using civilians as human shields and looting and burning houses nearly every day.

The junta has also cut off internet and mobile phone connectivity in the areas.

Data for Myanmar, an independent group monitoring junta atrocities, estimated that 18,886
houses and buildings had been burned down by regime forces by the end of May. Sagaing
has suffered the most, losing an estimated 13,840 houses.

Since the coup, at least 1,906 people have been killed by junta forces, while more than
14,000 people, including government leaders, have been detained, according to the rights
group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/more-than-2000-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-
in-month-nug.html
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Civilians and Resistance Fighters Killed by Myanmar Junta in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 June 2022

Eight people, including two people’s defense force (PDF) members, were executed by
Myanmar’s regime forces and pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia members following arrests
in Chaung-U Township, Sagaing Region, on Tuesday.

Chaung-U PDF told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday that two comrades, Chan Ko, 28, and
Nanda, 23, were detained along with civilians by regime soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee
members near Kangyikone village in the township on Tuesday morning while the two were
shopping.

Chaung-U PDF quoted witnesses as saying regime forces seized 15 people, including
pedestrians and farmers, in the east of the village without reporting any fighting.

Submitting pictures of the corpses, the pro-regime FiftyTwo News Telegram channel
reported that troops killed eight Chaung-U PDF “terrorists” and seized homemade weapons
and ammunition during a firefight near Shwe Hla village in the township on Tuesday
evening.

However, Chaung-U PDF said there was no clash in the area on Tuesday.

“They have committed arbitrary arrests and extrajudicial executions on both PDFs and
civilians,” said the Chaung-U PDF’s spokesman.

He said pro-military news channels spread propaganda to cover the regime’s arbitrary
arrests and killings.

On May 24, regime forces and Pyu Saw Htee members killed a farmer, who was thought to
be in his 70s, and his two sons while they were farming in the township, said Chaung-U PDF.

A pro-junta Telegram channel reported that three PDF “terrorists” were killed during a
firefight in the township, said Chaung-U PDF.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the killings of civilians.

Last week, at least seven civilians, including a child and two senior citizens, were killed by
regime forces in three Sagaing townships.

As of June 7, at least 1,906 people have been slain by junta forces, while more than 14,000
people, including government leaders, have been detained since last year’s coup, according
to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/civilians-and-resistance-fighters-killed-by-
myanmar-junta-in-sagaing.html
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Myanmar junta forces attack villages in Sagaing region, killing 11, residents say

Some victims were told to flee before being shot in the back. ‘This is more than atrocity,’
one resident said.

Reported by RFA Burmese | 2022.06.08

Displaced civilians from Kan Pyar village, Myinmu
township, in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing
region, stand behind burned motorcycles at a
pagoda compound where they are sheltering, June
7, 2022. Photo courtesy of a citizen jourtnalist

Eleven civilians were shot dead or burned to death
by military junta troops in northwestern

: £ ye Myanmar’s Sagaing region after the soldiers found
a weaponina pagoda compound where the displaced villagers had sought shelter, local
residents said Wednesday.

Junta forces shot six of the civilians from Kan Pyar village in Myinmu township in the back
on Monday after they ordered them to run. Another three were shot to death after they
were told to place their hands on their heads when soldiers found the homemade pistol
during a raid on the Myat Saw Nyi Naung pagoda, the sources said.

Two other villagers were trapped in a burning Buddhist monastery and burned to death,
they said. Soldiers also torched more than 100 motorcycles inside the pagoda compound
where the residents were sheltering.

Sagaing has been the site of some of the fiercest fighting between the junta troops and
opposition forces since the military seized power in a February 2021 coup. Villagers have
said junta forces have also indiscriminately attacked communities, killing civilians,
torching homes and forcing thousands to flee in search of safety.

An estimated 336,600 people have fled Sagaing since the coup, according to the U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees.

The ages of those who were executed ranged from 17 to over 60 years old, locals said.
Ten of the 11 victims have been identified: Myint Oo, Nay Zar Aung, Yupar, Aung Min
Khaing, Hla Soe, Paing Paing, Mae Gyi, Thura, Tin Htwe and U San.

A villager who requested anonymity for safety reasons said soldiers committed the
“heinous crime” after they arrived in the pagoda compound on Monday. The villager
repeated accounts he had heard from those who witnessed the killings. He did not see
them himself because he fled the area when the soldiers arrived.

He later returned and saw the dead bodies.

“They interrogated the [internally displaced persons] who are taking shelter [and] found

a handmade pistol,” he said. “Then, they ordered the men to run on the count of three
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and shot them in the back. Six of them got shot and killed. All are local villagers. They got
murdered for a small pistol.”

“Now, people are fearful,” he said. “They are too afraid to live in the village. It is heinous
crime that they told the villagers to flee and shot them in the back.”

The soldiers ordered about 30 men to flee, killing six. They also detained and took away
another 10, the villager said.

RFA could not contact the villagers who witnessed the incident because the soldiers had
confiscated their mobile phones.

After the villagers buried the bodies on Wednesday, more residents left, too afraid to
remain there, the source said.

‘More than an atrocity’

A second local who also requested anonymity for safety reasons said soldiers left behind
dead bodies and devastated family members.

“I haven’t got the words to comfort them. I’'m aghast,” he told RFA. “The soldiers made
them watch their family members being shot and killed. This is more than an atrocity. |
am heartbroken to see them crying their hearts out.”

A member of the Myinmu township People’s Defense Force (PDF) said members of the
militia are providing medical treatment to villagers who were injured by the gunfire.

“They have contacted PDF troops and requested medical attention,” he said. “We went
as far as they could come and gave them medical treatment. These civilians are fearful.
This is like a scene from a movie. It was very brutal.”

RFA contacted junta spokesman, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, for comment, but he did not
return the calls. He has repeatedly denied claims that Myanmar soldiers were raiding
villages and terrorizing residents.

Nay Zin Latt, a former National League for Democracy lawmaker in the Sagaing regional
parliament, said the most recent incident constituted a war crime.

“This is a brutal crime in which local civilians were murdered, and it has further
frightened them on purpose,” he said. “It did not come about by accident because the
village is closed to the conflict area. This was intentional.

The dead bodies of civilians from Kan Pyar village, Myinmu
township, in northwestern Myanmar's Sagaing region, lay
covered on the ground, June 6, 2022. Credit: Citizen
journalist

“They are burning villages and murdering civilians while
there are not armed conflicts,” he added. “I think this
could even mean they are attempting a genocide.”
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Two other villages attacked

Junta soldiers also targeted Sagaing’s Kanbalu township on Monday, burning more than
250 houses and 65 granaries with at least 6,500 bushels of rice paddy during a raid of two
villages, said residents who watched the destruction as they hid nearby when troops
entered their community.

More than 80 soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion No. 367, stationed in the township’s
Koe Taung Boet village, raided Hnaw Kone village at about 4 a.m. and began burning
down houses seven hours later before moving on to Shaw Hpyu Kone village, where they
also set houses ablaze, residents said.

A Shaw Hpyu Kone resident who lost both his home and his harvested rice paddy said the
soldiers fired guns as they entered the community.

“We were half asleep and had to run for our lives,” he said. “They fired heavy artillery as
they entered. They cooked and ate their meals before they started burning the houses
around 11 a.m.

“They burned all houses in the village and granaries,” he said. “We’ve lost both food
supplies and seeds for the coming season. It happened right before the time for sowing
the seeds. Some people were not able to carry anything as they fled. All the villagers had
to flee and left their belonging to be burned down.”

Junta troops torched 52 houses and 30 granaries holding at least 3,000 bushels of paddy
in Hnaw Kone village and 200 houses and 35 granaries with at least 3,500 bushels of
paddy in Shaw Hpyu Kone, said the resident, who requested anonymity for safety
reasons.

Villagers in the two communities told RFA that their motorcycles, tractors and other
farming equipment were also burned.

A villager from Hnaw Kone who declined to be named said residents there could not
return to their community and put out the fires because soldiers were still near the
village watching the buildings as they burned.

“l watched the scene from in hiding near a nearby hill,” he said. “They started burning
down the south side. | saw several columns of smokes, as large as houses.

“We could not go and put out the fires,” he added. “We felt totally helpless and
despondent. Some girls fainted from distress. We all lost the paddies and all our
property.”

About 3,500 civilians from nearby villages such as Zee Kanar and Chat Kone fled their
homes when news of the arson reached them, locals said.

Some locals said the same military unit that raided Hnaw Kone and Shaw Hpyu Kone
villages also raided Meik Tha Lin Kone village, about two miles from Hnaw Kone.

‘A pure act of terrorism’

Page 6 of 59



Members of the Kanbalu township PDF said junta troops destroyed the villagers although
they had not armed engagement with them in the areas.

“There were no military activities,” said one PDF member. “They were burning down the
civilian properties as a tactic even though there had been no fighting.”

“They are doing as they always do, [and] they will deny they are responsible, but we have
records showing they are responsible,” he added.

Junta troops have been stationed in Koe Taung Boe village for two months, and
reinforcements and helicopters arrived there on June 3, the PDF member said.

Locals said there had been fighting between the PDF and the military troops on June 3.
They also said that the regime cut of internet service in the township.

Two days later, soldiers raided nearby Kaung Ma village and burned 10 houses before
they moved on to Hnaw Kone and Shaw Hpyu Kone villages the following day, locals said.

Former regional lawmaker Nay Zin Latt, who represented Kanbalu township, said the
international community should take strong action against the military for such acts.

“The burning down of houses in villages is a pure act of terrorism,” he said. “They are
terrorizing the people instead of protecting them. In some places, they burned down
houses and murdered whoever was left in the village.”

Nay Zin Latt appealed to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the United Nations,
and other members of the international community to condemn the junta and take
measures to prosecute the military.

“Only then, they will stop their terrorist acts,” he said.

Research group Data for Myanmar said Monday that of the nearly 18,900 homes burned
down by the military and its allied groups since the coup took place, about 3,840 have
been in Sagaing region.

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne
Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-villages-attacked-
06082022175104.html

Myanmar junta troops tell civilians to run, then shoot them in the back

At least six people were killed in the incident in Sagaing Region’s Myinmu Township on
Monday, local sources reported

Khin Yi Yi Zaw / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 8, 2022

At least six people were shot dead in Sagaing Region’s Myinmu Township on Monday after
junta forces told around 30 villagers to run away and then opened fire on them.

Page 7 of 59


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-villages-attacked-06082022175104.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-villages-attacked-06082022175104.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-tell-civilians-to-run-then-shoot-them-in-the-back
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9066
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9068

The incident occurred on Monday afternoon at the Myat Saw Nyi Naung monastery in Kan
Phyar, a village located about 15km northeast of the town of Myinmu, according to local
sources.

It started after soldiers belonging to a column of around 80 troops ordered displaced
civilians staying at the monastery to take them to the nearby village of Pe Ku on their
motorcycles, the sources said.

When the villagers refused, the soldiers began searching their motorcycles. They then
produced a gun which they claimed to have found hidden under the seat of one of the
bikes.

The soldiers asked who owned the vehicle, and when the villagers said they didn’t know, the
junta troops started setting fire to all of them, destroying a total of around 50 in all.

After that, they separated around 30 male members of the crowd from the others and told
them to start running, according to survivors of the incident.

“They gave us 10 seconds to start running. And when we did, they started firing at us,” said
a teenage boy who was wounded but did not sustain life-threatening injuries.

According to the boy, around 20 soldiers shot at the fleeing villagers as some high-ranking
officers watched without intervening.

“l only survived by keeping my head down,” he added.

Junta troops set fire to dozens of motorcycles in Kan
Phyar on June 6 (Supplied)

Another villager who survived the attack said that
four people were killed instantly before they could
even start running.

“They made us start running from near the burned
motorcycles. Four were killed right there as soon as
the soldiers opened fire,” he said.

An information officer for the Myinmu Township
People’s Defence Force told Myanmar Now that the
group tried to rescue two injured villagers, but lost one who bled to death before he could
receive treatment for his wounds.

“We couldn’t take them out on motorcycles, so we had to disguise ourselves as civilians and
go into the village with an oxcart,” he said.

According to some reports, as many as 11 people were killed. However, Myanmar Now was
only able to independently confirm the deaths of six boys and men aged from 16 to 50.

The dead victims all had bullet wounds to their backs, chests and heads, and were cremated
on Tuesday, according to locals.
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The victims whose deaths we were able to confirm were identified as Hla Soe and Myint Oo,
both aged 50; Rupa and Aye Min Naing, both in their 30s; Nay Zar Aung, of indeterminate
age; and Paing Paing, a 16-year-old boy with mental disabilities.

{ Soldiers also burned a number of structures at the
Myat Saw Nyi Naung monastery in Kan Phyar on June
6 (Supplied)

Local residents said that the regime forces also set
fire to a number of religious structures at the
monastery, destroying nearly 500 sacks of rice that
had been stored there.

“People in the village thought that the monastery
would be the safest place to keep their rice, because
they didn’t think the military would attack a
monastery. But now they’ve lost everything,” said
one villager who did not want to be named.

On Saturday, the same military column that killed civilians in Kan Phyar torched a camp
housing around 100 internally displaced persons near the village of Kan Taw in eastern
Myinmu Township, local sources reported.

Myanmar’s military junta routinely denies targeting civilians in its operations against anti-
regime forces. However, there have been widespread and credible reports of killings being
carried out on an almost daily basis.

Earlier this week, resistance forces in Sagaing’s Kani Township said they discovered the
bodies of six local civilians who had been killed by regime troops.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-tell-civilians-to-run-then-
shoot-them-in-the-back

As military columns close in on Gangaw, resistance forces ask for weapons to ensure ‘fair
fight’

Guerrilla fighters speculate that hundreds of junta soldiers are preparing to join forces to
try to seize control of the central Myanmar resistance stronghold

Ko Cho | Published on Jun 8, 2022

PDF members seen in Gangaw in March this year (PDF
Gangaw)

Hundreds of troops from three military columns have
launched recent assaults on villages in the Yaw region of
Magway’s Gangaw District in what resistance forces
have said is an attempt to regain control over their
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stronghold.

Already present in Gangaw since late May was a junta unit of 100 soldiers airlifted into the
area by helicopter, with a 100-vehicle convoy from Monywa and a 150-troop column from
Kalay—both in neighbouring Sagaing Region—moving into the district.

The Yaw Defence Force (YDF) attacked the convoy from Monywa on June 2, the third day
into their journey. The ambush, carried out using improvised explosive devices, occurred
just outside the town of Kyaw in Gangaw Township, according to a YDF spokesperson.

“Around 30 of them were killed and one of them was a high-ranking army officer. They
carried his body away on a helicopter,” the YDF information officer said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the spokesperson’s reports of casualties.

The convoy in question proceeded to torch more than 100 homes in the villages of Sin Sel,
Yae Poke, Khon Ton and Nyaung Lel, according to the YDF, with five villagers killed in the
raid on Nyaung Lel.

On Monday, monitoring group Data For Myanmar released a statement disclosing that a
total of 18,886 houses in more than 430 locations nationwide had been destroyed by the
military and its allies since the February 2021 coup. The junta has repeatedly denied
responsibility for the arson.

The YDF spokesperson expressed frustration at being outgunned by the junta’s forces, and
told Myanmar Now that the resistance group was hoping to be provided with arms by the
civilian National Unity Government (NUG) which they serve.

“We are lacking a lot when it comes to weapons. Without enough weapons, we will always
be on the defence,” he explained, adding, “We are still waiting for the NUG to provide us
with arms.”

Another resistance group, the Southern Yaw Gangaw People’s Defence Force (PDF),
ambushed the 150-soldier column travelling to Gangaw from Kalay using explosives earlier
this month. A member of the force said that they carried out the attack near Nat Chaung
village, and that the junta troops proceeded to torch some 50 homes in the community.

The military unit proceeded to the village of Hnan Khar, arriving on Tuesday morning,
ultimately stationing themselves in the neighbouring village of Southern Khayan, more than
30 miles from Gangaw.

“They torched Nat Chaung in order to get to Hnan Khar from Kalay. Then the column spent
the night inside the military base in Southern Khayan village and launched on-ground
assaults from Southern Khayan,” the PDF member said. “Almost the entire village of Nat
Chaung has been destroyed,” he added.

The guerrilla fighter speculated that the column from Kalay and the convoy from Monywa
were likely to meet in Gangaw and intensify their “clearance” of the area, and that
resistance forces were insufficiently armed to respond to the forthcoming assault.
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“We would like the NUG to provide us with weapons, but we can’t expect much as they’re
also having difficulties themselves,” he said.

The third column, expected to join the troops from Monywa and Kalay, has

been occupying the area around the Myittha Dam in Gangaw. There, a junta helicopter
attacked the area from the air on May 26, reportedly killing four Gangaw PDF members and
making way for the 100 Myanmar army soldiers to set up their base at the site.

On Tuesday morning, the troops near Myittha reportedly conscripted locals as porters and
guides, expanding into the village of Yaung Nat.

As the military closes in, a collective lack of weapons has caused concern among the
multiple anti-junta defence forces operating in the area, an information officer for the
Northern Yaw Gangaw PDF explained.

“There are so many resistance groups in the Yaw region but the major problem is the lack of
sufficient firepower,” the PDF spokesperson said. “For a long time, we have tried to survive
just with our revolutionary spirit and no weapons. But now that the military is launching
airstrikes and ambushing our fleeing members with rifles when all we have are handmade
muskets, it’s beginning to break our hearts, to be honest.”

“Even if | have to die, | want to die fighting a fair fight with equal weapons. It just hurts us a
lot to see our comrades dying just because they didn’t have enough weapons,” he added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-military-columns-close-in-on-gangaw-
resistance-forces-ask-for-weapons-to-ensure-fair-fight

PDF destroys police station from which junta troops raided central Myanmar villages

A resistance raid on a police station in Magway’s Pauk Township leads to a clash with
reinforcement troops sent in by helicopter

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 8, 2022

Southern Pauk PDF members are seen training in
November last year (SPPDF)

A resistance force seized control of and destroyed
a junta police station in Magway Region’s Pauk
Township on Tuesday morning, guerrilla fighters
said.

5 The Southern Pauk People’s Defence Force (PDF)
"~ and other local resistance groups collaborated in
attacking the site in Kaing Lel village, 18 miles south of Pauk’s administrative centre.

“We torched the station right after we seized control of it,” a Southern Pauk PDF officer
said, adding that their initial assault lasted two hours. “However, more junta reinforcements
arrived in two helicopters while our people were retreating.”
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A Pauk local said that the helicopters were seen landing in the area and dropping off soldiers
who then headed towards the site of the clash.

Some of the resistance fighters were unable to flee the scene, the Southern Pauk PDF officer
said, noting that the defence forces had suffered casualties in the battle but did not disclose
a number.

Videos shared on social media show members of the Southern Pauk PDF interrogating a
police private captured in the attack, with the police station burning in the background.

Locals have claimed that junta troops stationed at the police post in question were among
those who carried out raids on villages including Pin Taung and Tat Kone, in which they were
accompanied by residents who were members of the pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia.

The police and Pyu Saw Htee allies reportedly went on to attack and burn other villages in
the area.

In total, junta forces have torched more than 20 communities in southern Pauk since three
military trucks carrying arms parts were intercepted by resistance groups in early April.

Seven of those 20 villages were completely destroyed, locals said, and 12 civilians killed.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/pdf-destroys-police-station-from-which-junta-
troops-raided-central-myanmar-villages

Schools Should Not Be Used as “Hostage” for Political Interest
By SHAN - June 8, 2022

“Everyone has the right to education — at least to study free of charge at the primary grade
level.” The United Nations declared the basic human rights that everyone should be entitled
to, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, on 10 December 1948.

The United Nations urged its participating members to respect and obey the declaration and
to educate their citizens about the declaration through the government schools and
organizations.

The day the United Nations declared the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on
December 10 was recognized as Human Rights Day, and there were 30 basic human rights in
the declaration.

Students in a classroom at a state school

However, the Myanmar military government has been
neglecting those basic human rights for many
generations, and so it is not surprising to see that the
Myanmar civilians’ human rights have been abused for
decades.

“l would like to go to school, Mother.” “l would like to
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go to school, Father.” The ten years old Mg Thet Htoo (not real name) who is living in the
Shan State capital city, Taungggyi, has recently been telling his parents about his wish to go
to school, so as an eight years old daughter, Ma Thida.

Ko Kyaw Htoo and his wife were company employees, and they were doing fine financially.
They could send their children to a local private school in Taunggyi. However, their salaries
were cut a few months after the coup. The monthly expenses for the private school are now
doubled, and they are having a hard time managing it.

“In the past, the monthly tuition fee was only 50,000 Kyat, the same applies to kindergarten.
Currently, it has increased to 100,000 Kyat monthly. 200,000 Kyat for my two kids tuition
fees plus the uniforms fees and stipends — it is quite a lot. We are sales employees and our
salaries have been cut. We are worried about our children’s education,” the 35 years old Ko
Kyaw Htoo told SHAN.

Along with the Spring Revolution and the civil disobedience movement (CDM), the advocacy
not to send children to the military junta-managed schools during this crisis is still very
strong.

During the NLD government, all schools nationwide were closed due to Covid-19 pandemic,
and very few students went to school last year because of the protest against the coup and
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Parents have been worrying about their children’s education because they could not study
for the last two consecutive years. During this academic year, many parents have enrolled
their children in both private and government schools. The NUG online based school has
also seen an increase in the enrollment this year.

Even though preparations have been made for the children’s education, armed conflicts
have been ongoing nationwide. Many civilian houses have been burned, and many have
been arrested and killed. Over one hundred thousands people are being internally displaced
according to the statement released by the United Nations.

Due to the Myanmar junta brutality across the country, civilians are facing all kinds of
problems everyday. Meanwhile, a group of people are advocating not to send children to
school under this military appointed education minister while rumors about the attacks on
schools are spreading — the parents are in a difficult situation these days.

“During this crisis, it is not an issue for those who can afford to send their children to
schools. There are local private schools and international private schools to choose from.
However, it is a big issue for the lower income people, and those who are living in the rural
areas. Even though NUG is providing online education from primary school up to high
school, it is the truth that they cannot cover the whole country,” a former teacher, U Tin
Htun Aung, who has been doing research about Myanmar education, told SHAN.

It is not fair only if those who are financially strong and have access to good internet are
able to study during this Spring Revolution, and the curriculum drawn during the NLD
government has not been amended by the military junta yet.
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The above former teacher pointed out that the main problem is that the military junta
troops are stationed at the public schools saying they are providing security for the
students. Just like in the past, the students are used to meeting and greeting the generals to
show that everything is fine in the country. Additionally, explosives are set up and the
revolutionary forces are being blamed and accused so that their image is ruined.

Currently, educational departments are being targeted and on 30 May 2022, a bomb was
exploded near the office of the township educational department in Nongkhio township,
Northern Shan State. Due to the explosion, 8 education officers were injured and a
headmistress of a primary school, Daw Saw Khin Khin Cho Hlaing, was killed.

Students at a school compound

According to the NUG statement released by the
ministry of education on 3 June 2022, after the
incident in Nongkhio, it is very clear that the military
junta is neglecting the right to education and it is
exploiting that for the political interest. We cannot
. thinklightly and conclude that the terrorism act on
the public schools and educatlonal departments could be the Myanmar military junta doing.
It is urged that the revolutionary forces respect the war ethics, and that it condemns any
group that targets the public schools and educational departments.

However, the Matupi Education Board released a statement on 26 May 2022 that those who
enrolled in the public schools managed by the military junta will be regarded as public
traitors.

Moreover, the Mindat Chin Defense Force(CDF) has informed the public that teachers who
are teaching at the schools run by the military junta will be punished.

According to the Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA) report, there
are more than 200 cases where the public schools are attacked and used as a military base
after the military coup.

It has been found that not only the Myanmar military junta but also the other armed forces
are attacking the education sector, and public schools and universities are being used for
military bases. Those attacks that target the education sector must not be done by any
armed groups mentioned in the GCPEA report.

Moreover, the People Defense Force (PDF) and the ethnic armed forces are accusing and
condemning the Myanmar military junta for its air strikes and shelling that damaged the
public schools; meanwhile, the Myanmar military junta is accusing the PDF and ethnic
armed forces of planting explosives at the public schools.

The Myanmar military junta statement mentioned that the revolutionary forces have

damaged over 300 public schools and killed over 30 civil servants due to the explosives
being set up by armed forces. However, the statement did not mention how many civil
disobedience movement (CDM) participating teachers are being detained by the junta.
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For the academic year 2022-23, the Myanmar military government announced that all
schools enrollment dates must be from 26 May — 1 June 2022. During this period, over 5.6
million students were enrolled in public schools, private schools, and monastic schools
nationwide — it was stated in the military-owned daily newspaper, The Mirror, on 2 June
2022.

According to the data released by the junta, the Ayeyawaddy region has the highest number
of enrolments, over 910,000 students, and Chin State has the lowest number of enrolments,
over 20,000 students.

During the academic year 2021-22 managed by the military junta, the number of students
enrollment was 5.3 million, meaning the current academic year has the enrollment
increased by 0.3 million.

However, during the NLD government administration, the enrollment for the primary grades
only were over 900,000 starting from the academic year 2017-2018 — according to the data
released by the ministry of education.

If compared to the number of students enrolled across the country during the NLD
government, it has decreased by 40 percent during this academic year managed by the
junta even though the enrollment number is 5.6 million.

A former reacher, U Tin Htun Aung, pointed out that the total number students nationwide
could be over 10 million, and that only half of the students, which is quite low, enrolled
during this academic year managed by the military junta.

Currently, both the military junta and the revolutionary forces should not use the education
sector as a tool or “hostage” to gain political interest. There are millions of households in
Myanmar which do not have access to a cable internet, and they should be given an
alternative to get access to education. Both sides should not make use of the education
sector for political reasons and should not neglect the right to education — U Tin Htun Aung
expressed his request.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25084

Prison inmates tortured and starved in Myanmar's Hpa-an

Authorities punished at least 60 prisoners, including children, after a jailbreak.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.06.08

A file photograph of Hpa-An Prison.

At least 60 inmates of Hpa-An Prison, in Kayin State,
have been injured in a series of violent incidents
involving authorities after two political prisoners

' escaped over a wall on June 4, sources close to the
prison told RFA on Wednesday.
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A source close to the prison, who declined to be named for security reasons, said young
inmates were attacked from outside the cells.

“All the children were stabbed with long bamboo sticks from outside the cells at 10 a.m.
today. There were a lot of injuries and a lot of blood. And food for the prisoners has not
been provided for a whole day, no food at all,” the source said.

“Last night at about 8:30 p.m., while they were sleeping, the prison authorities got into
the cell through the window and beat the inmates with electric sticks and shot them with
iron nuts using slingshots. They also pointed guns from outside the cell.”

On June 4, two of the more-than-200 political prisoners in the Gyo Gyar barracks at the
prison escaped at noon by climbing a wall with a rope.

A prison guard who witnessed the incident ordered the security guard in the tower to
shoot, but no bullets were fired and the men escaped.

Hla Shwe, the new head of Hpa-an Prison, arrived after the incident and told political
prisoners to calm down. However, on Monday authorities threatened to move political
prisoners from Gyo Gyar barracks to other barracks on orders from the military junta. The
prisoners refused, which led to growing tension, which escalated according to sources
close to the prison.

“Political prisoners do not want to move elsewhere in the prison because there have
been problems between the political prisoners and prisoners jailed for drug use,” said
another source close to the prison who also declined to be named. “The drug offenders
threaten the political prisoners, saying ‘We all have weapons and you all can be stabbed
at any time. We will open your abdomens’ The political prisoners were moved to Gyo
Gyar barracks by former prison authorities.”

The source said soldiers arrived on Tuesday accompanied by prison authorities and
forcibly dragged the political prisoners to an old barracks inside the prison where they
had previously lived.

At least 60 prisoners suffered broken arms and injuries to their foreheads and mouths.
They were denied medical treatment and visits were banned on Wednesday according to
sources close to the prison.

Prison Department spokesman Khin Shwe denied the allegations and told RFA that prison
conditions are normal.

“There is no commotion in Hpa-an Prison,” he said. “Security, administration and

I”

discipline are norma

A source close to lawyers who were allowed to visit the prison said some prison staff had
been detained and are being investigated over the prison break.

“The day after the riot, officials came to check the prison and some prison staff were
arrested. Action was taken at the prison. Court hearings were delayed yesterday and the
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police were in charge during the hearings. The situation in Hpan-an has now calmed
down.”

On May 8, more than 60 political prisoners in Hpan-an Prison were beaten by junta
soldiers for singing the anti-regime song ‘Tway Thit Sar’ and banging metal cups and pans,
according to another source close to the prison who spoke on condition of anonymity. He
told RFA four inmates were injured and 17 were confined to their cells following the
incident.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners a total of 10,962 people
were arrested in Myanmar between Feb.1, 2021 and June 6, 2022, of which 1,117 were
imprisoned.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/hpa-an-prison-inmates-tortured-and-starved-
06082022064250.html

Myanmar’s Military Coup Leaders Plan to Hang Political Prisoners

An alliance of nearly 200 local, regional and international community and humanitarian
organizations issued a statement condemning Myanmar’s military-appointed State
Administration Council’s order to execute by hanging four political prisoners.

Karen News | 8 May 2022

The execution of the four political prisoners — Phyo
( Zeya Thaw, Ko Jimmy, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura
Zaw — was confirmed by the military regime’s

v L@ . spokesperson, Zaw Min Tun when he speaking to
" MR e Sl local media. The Democratic Voice of Burma
reported, Zaw Min Tun told the Voice of Myanmar,
the executions would go ahead.

e AL LT

“They will be executed by hanging in accordance with the penal code. We already said they
will get what they deserve. The death sentences will happen,”.

Kyaw Min Yu (also known as Ko Jimmy), an 88 Generation pro-democracy activist, and Phyo
Zeyar Thaw, a National League for Democracy member of parliament, were sentenced to
death by a military tribunal in January and charged with treason and terrorism.

The military regime’s spokesperson, Zaw Min Tun told reporters the other two men
sentenced to death, Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, will be executed for the murder of
military informants.

The executions, if they go ahead as planned, will be Myanmar’s first in decades and have
outraged international organisations including the UN, Amnesty International and Human
Right Watch.
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UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called for the military regime to withdraw the
decision to hang the political prisoners. Human Rights Watch’s deputy director Phil
Robertson said the executions confirmed Myanmar’s military regime as one Asia’s worst
abusers of human rights.

A signatory of the statement put out by the alliance, the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP), has documented 114 political prisoners, including two children, have been
given death sentences by the military regime.

AAPP, a not-for-profit organization that documents the arrests of Myanmar’s political
prisoners and state-killings, reports as of 7th June, the military regime has killed 1,906
people and arrested another 14,032 since its coup on 1st February 2021.

The statement by the alliance said a military panel sentenced the four, “including former
National League for Democracy (NLD) Member of Parliament Phyo Zeya Thaw and
democracy activist Kyaw Min Yu, better known as Ko Jimmy, for alleged “terrorism” while
Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw are the other two who faced death sentenced earlier.”

The alliance statement, released by human rights advocates, Progressive Voices, noted in
the “16 months the military launched its nationwide campaign of violence and terror in an
attempt to illegally seize power, the military has killed over 2,000 people, including women
and children and detained over 12,000.”

The alliance statement explained the military regime’s failure “to impose its rule over the
territory and population, the military continues to intensify its cruel and brutal attacks
against the people of Myanmar with indiscriminate airstrikes, shelling, massacres, burning
down of villages, torture, and sexual and gender-based violence.”

The UN agency for refugees, UNHCR, estimates “as of 4 April 2022, there were an estimated
907,500 Internally Displaced persons (IDPs) across Myanmar including 560,900 newly
displaced since 1 February 2021” military coup.

https://karennews.org/2022/06/myanmars-military-coup-leaders-plan-to-hang-political-

prisoners/

Myanmar Junta Will Be Held Accountable for Democracy Activists’ Executions: Anti-
Regime Groups

By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 June 2022

Leading anti-regime forces have strongly denounced the Myanmar junta’s recent
announcement that it will proceed with the executions of four men including a former
lawmaker from ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s party and a veteran
democracy activist.

The National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC)—a coalition of elected lawmakers, ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs) and pro-democracy activists—and the Committee Representing
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH)—a group of elected lawmakers who were prevented from
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taking their seats in Parliament by the February 2021 coup, said in separate statements that
the junta’s order approving the executions of four anti-regime activists was a blatant
violation of Myanmar’s existing laws as well as international conventions and laws.

Both pledged to hold those involved in the junta’s lawless plan fully accountable.

The junta said last week it had issued orders to prison authorities to carry out the death
sentences handed down to former MP and hip-hop pioneer Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and
democracy activist Ko Jimmy, also known as Kyaw Min Yu, a leading member of the 88
Generation Students Group.

The regime’s spokesman said the junta-controlled judiciary had already rejected appeals
against the death sentences by the two men. With all avenues for appeal thus exhausted,
they would be hanged soon according to prison procedures, he said. The announcement
has drawn ire from local and international rights groups and governments, which called on
the regime to reverse the order and release the men.

The two were arrested late last year in their hideouts in Yangon and were given death
sentences on terrorism charges in January by a military tribunal for masterminding armed
resistance operations in Yangon. The two other men whose executions were approved are
Hla Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw, who were earlier sentenced to death for killing a
woman who was an alleged military informant.

If the executions go ahead, Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and Ko Jimmy will be the first political
dissidents to be put to death in the country in nearly four decades.

In its statement, the CRPH described the junta’s death sentences and approval of the
executions as inhumane.

“All those extrajudicial acts by the illegal terrorist regime are aimed at instilling fear in
people who continue to oppose its rule,” it said, adding that it would work together with
local and international organizations to make sure that all those involved in the executions
are subject to effective legal action.

The NUCC said in its statement that it will continue to work with pro-democracy forces to
abolish the death penalty in Myanmar as well as to take action against the regime for its
grave human rights violations, war crimes and genocidal killings of civilians.

A total of 114 prisoners including students and anti-coup activists—two of whom are
minors—have been condemned to death since the coup. Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, Ko Jimmy, Hla
Myo Aung and Aung Thura Zaw are the first to have their sentences approved. The
condemned prisoners were subjected to unfair trials, and denied their legal rights to counsel
and to defend themselves, for their roles in the revolutionary movement against the junta.

“The ‘death sentences’ in this case are mere contrived legal cover for all the acts of violence
that are fundamentally legally defined human rights atrocities. There is no amount of legal
gloss that can justify the acts of the junta, which could more accurately be described as an
armed criminal gang employing terrorist-style tactics,” Marzuki Darusman of the Special
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Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), an independent group of prominent former UN
human rights experts, said in a statement.

SAC-M’s Yanghee Lee, a former UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar, said carrying out the sentences would amount to summary executions. She called
on the global community to take a stand and put political pressure on the regime to halt the
announced executions.

The leaders of the Myanmar military and those who carry out their orders, including judges,
should be investigated and prosecuted for war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide in international courts, the group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-will-be-held-accountable-for-
democracy-activists-executions-anti-regime-groups.html

Myanmar’s Junta Seems Serious About Executing Leading Activists. Can We Stop It?
By NAING KHIT | 8 June 2022

Is Myanmar’s junta really so merciless that it would execute leading pro-democracy activists
Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, as it has decreed? And what will happen if it does?

For many people—be they members of pro-democracy groups, the countless young
resistance fighters across the country, or the general public, who already hate the ruling
generals for the atrocities they have committed, and for their sheer barbarity—the
execution of the two public figures would feel as if their hearts were being ripped out of
their chests.

That pain would be unforgivable.

Ko Jimmy, a leading activist since the 1988 popular uprising, and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw, a hip-
hop pioneer turned MP of the National League for Democracy, are dear to many people and
are regarded by the public as symbols of the ongoing anti-regime resistance.

Hanging them would certainly escalate the ongoing popular resistance against the junta and
bring about all-out war.

Hip-hop pioneer-turned-NLD MP Phyo Zeya Thaw
is seen in the Union Parliament in Naypyitaw. / The
Irrawaddy

However, we need to discuss first whether the
junta is really serious about executing these two
leading activists and two other anti-coup

protesters.

Some people are convinced the junta is bluffing, and simply wants to give anti-regime forces
a scare. Some others, including veteran pro-democracy activists and politicians, don’t
believe the junta would go through with executing political prisoners—a step not taken by
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previous military regimes over the past four decades. Some reject the possibility because
such a move would yield no political benefit for the ruling junta. Some speculate that the
junta is using the execution order to gain leverage with the international community, which
doesn’t recognize it as a legitimate government and has targeted it with sanctions and other
punitive measures.

It seems to me, however, that the junta is serious about executing the two. | say this with a
truly heavy heart—I know both Ko Jimmy and Ko Zeya Thaw, and they know me well, too.

By the time junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun disclosed last Friday that the junta
had approved their death sentences, all of the two condemned men’s appeals against their
death sentences had already been rejected. They would be hanged soon according to prison
procedures, the spokesperson added.

In their appeal processes, Min Aung Hlaing, as chief of the junta, was their last recourse. It
was he who rejected their final appeals; he was the one who gave the final order to carry
out the executions.

As far as | know, no political prisoners who received death sentences under the previous
regime after the nationwide anti-regime uprising in 1988 were required to go all the way
through that appeal process. That offers a clear indication that the regime never really
intended to execute them, despite handing down death sentences to political prisoners,
some of whom had even taken up arms against the junta and sought to assassinate the top
ruling generals. Though the regime incarcerated thousands of political prisoners, not one
was hanged in 1988 or in the following decades.

The current regime includes many of the same characters as its predecessor, but the junta
led by coup maker Min Aung Hlaing is even more ruthless and even less rational. Min Aung
Hlaing himself seems more motivated by personal feelings and more vengeful.

We are reminded daily that his regime is willing to go to new extremes, engaging in
atrocities including killings, torturing activists and politicians to death within hours of their
arrest, kidnapping as hostages the family members of wanted anti-regime protesters,
scorching towns and villages whose residents oppose the junta, and so on.

Veteran democracy activist Ko Jimmy, who is also a
leading member of the 88 Generation Students Group,
is seen with State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at a
dinner hosted by her on July 17, 2019.

In short, his regime has been waging war against its
own civilian population since the coup.

1059 - euntalfi(aanm) I8

In response, the regime has faced unprecedented
resistance from the public and anti-regime forces across the country. More than a year-and-
a-half since the February 2021 coup his regime still has not been able to bring the country
under its control. No country has officially recognized the regime as a legitimate
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government. Meanwhile, the parallel National Unity Government formed by elected
lawmakers and their allies has gained international support, either directly or indirectly.

And the coup Min Aung Hlaing wrongly thought would go smoothly has agitated the
population to revolt. In response to the regime’s brutal suppression, what began as peaceful
anti-coup protests have transformed into a radical revolution across the country. His coup
has prompted tens of thousands of young people to form their own armies, collectively
known as the People’s Defense Force (PDF), to fight his troops.

The attempted takeover has devolved into an embarrassing debacle for military chief Min
Aung Hlaing; given what we know of his personality, this would seem sufficient motivation
for him to order the executions of Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

No doubt, the two men have been personally selected by Min Aung Hlaing and his regime
from among the dozens of prisoners who have been sentenced to death; in what is clearly a
calculated choice, they have been chosen as the first to die.

It’s an act of reprisal—a reprisal against all the pro-democracy groups, resistance forces and
ethnic armed groups that have supported the newly formed PDFs, and against much of the
international community, which has refused to recognize his regime as a legitimate
government.

Min Aung Hlaing’s cruel act of reprisal likely has the following goals:

To put fear into the anti-regime forces that are fighting the junta’s troops in many areas and
assassinating the junta’s associates in urban areas; and to terrify the general public.

To demoralize the community of pro-democracy activists, many of whom personally know
or otherwise have great respect for Jimmy and Zeya Thaw, as well as all politicians and
political groups that are against his regime including the National Unity Government (NUG),
its allies and supporters.

To send a warning to the international community, particularly countries like the United
States and some others that have been supporting anti-regime groups including the NUG.

He will fail in these goals. As an irrational general with an evil mind, however, he is
incapable of grasping what sort of reactions his regime will actually face if it carries out
these executions.

The response would be all-out war from all of his opponents, as well as the general public.
The current resistance being waged by PDFs and some EAOs across the country and the
guerilla-style attacks in urban areas will dramatically escalate.

Myanmar Defense Force (Sagaing), a resistance group that is fighting the junta’s troops, has
already announced that if the two prominent activists are executed, it will retaliate on the
basis of an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. Its leader said: “People like Ko Jimmy and
Ko Zeya Thaw are big heroes of our revolution.”

The reaction will be massive and widespread, with similar responses being seen across the
country as soon as the executions are carried out.
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Min Aung Hlaing and his regime have already committed many unforgivable mistakes
against the whole of Myanmar’s society, from the coup itself to the arrests of elected
leaders to mass killings of citizens and more. The execution would be another unforgivable
mistake.

Anyway, that’s what we can say about the junta and its evil motivations.

As for us, we have to play our part—to try to stop evil from prevailing and claiming the lives
of these activists.

A social media campaign poster calling for execution
orders against Ko Jimmy (left) and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw
(right) to be reversed and for the pair to be freed

For the time being, the Myanmar people, the entire
population, feel quite helpless under the boot of the
regime. However, the international community could
still help to stop this from happening. So far, a
number of countries and world organizations have
condemned the junta for its execution order.

The world’s superpower and democracy champion,
the United States, is one of them. Ned Price, US
Department of State spokesperson, said, “The United States strongly condemns the
Burmese military regime’s reported plans to execute pro-democracy and opposition leaders,
exemplifying the regime’s disregard for human rights and the rule of law. We urge the
release of all unjustly detained.”

However, | really doubt these two sentences from the US will be able to save Ko Jimmy and
Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw.

| am afraid that such global condemnation alone is unlikely to force or influence Min Aung
Hlaing and his regime to rethink or reverse their execution order—and | wonder whether
the world’s powerful democracies have any other options apart from issuing
condemnations.

If they don’t, there are countries like China and the members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as envoys and analysts who are willing, or actively
lobbying, to engage with the regime. Don’t they also seek to convince Min Aung Hlaing not
to kill the duo, if only to prevent Myanmar from descending into all-out war?

Please note that sparing Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw the noose would save not just
two lives, but many, by avoiding the serious bloodbath that would surely follow their
executions.

For me, even as | struggle to end this story and convey to you all how serious the junta’s
execution order is, | am praying that one day | will be able to meet Ko Jimmy and Ko Phyo
Zeya Thaw on the streets of Yangon once again.
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Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmars-junta-seems-serious-about-

executing-leading-activists-can-we-stop-it.html

Myanmar military’s proxy party convenes central assembly

After a humiliating defeat in 2020, the USDP is looking to shake up its leadership at this
year’s meeting, party sources say

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Jun 8, 2022

USDP central committee members convene their
annual meeting in Naypyitaw on June 8 (Facebook)

The proxy party of Myanmar’s military convened its
annual central committee meeting in Naypyitaw on
Wednesday amid tight security and expectations of a
shakeup of senior leaders.

More that 400 central committee members of the Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) attended the first day of the two-day gathering at the party’s headquarters
Naypyitaw’s Dekkhinathiri Township, party sources said.

With some 20 armed soldiers seen guarding the event inside the office compound and at
least four vehicles with junta troops spotted near the office, the party appeared to be taking
no chances with the safety of its delegates.

The heightened security comes as no surprise, as a bomb attack targeting USDP supporters
injured at least six in Naypyitaw less than a month ago. The Naypyitaw chapter of the
People’s Defence Force, the armed wing of the shadow National Unity Government, claimed
responsibility for the attack, which was carried out near the USDP headquarters.

As the meeting started at around 9:30am, traffic police, with soldiers and police close at
hand, were busy inspecting passersby near the site of the explosion, according to a
Naypyitaw local.

Yin Min Myint Swe, a spokesperson for the USDP, said the security measures were
necessary to ensure that the party’s committee members can meet without concern for
their personal safety.

“We provided suitable security around the headquarters compound during their stay for
their safety,” she told Myanmar Now on Wednesday afternoon.

According to a May 24 article by a pro-junta media outlet, more than 1,600 individuals
affiliated with the USDP, including party members and supporters, have been killed by anti-
junta guerrilla groups since last year’s coup.

Time for reform?
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According to Yin Min Myint Swe, this year’s meeting will focus on the need for substantive
change within the party, although it is still not clear what that will mean in terms of the
party’s leadership.

“This meeting is important for reforming the party, from the bottom all the way up. But |
still don’t know about the top-level leadership changes,” she said.

The USDP suffered a humiliating electoral defeat when it lost to the ousted ruling party, the
National League for Democracy (NLD), in November 2020. In response, the party accused
the NLD of vote-rigging and called for a new election under military supervision.

These claims, which have been widely rejected by impartial observers, were the basis for
last year’s February 1 coup. The leader of the newly installed regime, Min Aung Hlaing, has
promised to hold elections again next year, but with most NLD leaders currently in prison or
in exile, few expect such a move to do much to end the country’s ongoing turmoil.

Forced to suspend meetings for the past two years due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the
deteriorating post-coup situation, the USDP is looking to make a real difference at this year’s
gathering, according to a party member who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of
anonymity.

“This meeting is crucial for the re-election of central executive committee members and
even the chair. However, whether such changes actually materialize or not depends on the
votes of 400 central committee members,” the party member said.

He added that it will not be known until Thursday whether there will be party leadership
changes.

Nanda Hla Myint, another party spokesperson, declined to comment on the prospect of a
major shakeup at the top, telling Myanmar Now to “just wait” for the party’s official
statement to see what happens.

Extended tenure

According to party regulations, the chair’s tenure is limited to five years. However, its
current chair, retired brigadier general Than Htay, has been in the position since 2016. Party
sources say that he is seeking to amend party rules to hold onto the top spot, but these
reports could not be independently confirmed.

If there are major changes, it won’t be the first time for the party. In August 2015, former
general Thura Shwe Mann was dramatically ousted from the chairperson position and
replaced by Htay Oo, a retired major general.

There have also been significant shifts at other levels. The party has a new Naypyitaw chair,
and former defence minister Wai Lwin has been replaced by Myint Hlaing, the former
minister for agriculture.

Maung Myint, a well-known central committee member and former MP from Sagaing
Region’s Mingin Township, has spoken out on social media about his dissatisfaction with the
party’s leadership.
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“The party’s future will not be bright under a poor leadership,” he wrote on Facebook on
Sunday.

One day ahead of the party meeting, he took to Facebook again to speak out in favour of
Khin Yi, one of the party’s current vice-chairs (and the junta’s immigration minister) or
Thaung Aye, another central committee member, taking over as chair.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-militarys-proxy-party-convenes-
central-assembly

ASEAN's Engagement With Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Needed to Solve Political Crisis: US
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 June 2022

The US State Department’s Counselor has urged the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to engage with Myanmar’s shadow civilian National Unity Government (NUG), as
the country’s political crisis cannot be resolved by engaging only with the military regime.

Derek Chollet told the Straits Times newspaper in Singapore that Washington has been
urging ASEAN countries that are either not engaging or not visibly engaging to “do more of
that” because the US believes it’s very important, particularly due to the junta’s restrictions
on anyone engaging with the democratic opposition inside Myanmar.

ASEAN member Myanmar has been in political and economic turmoil since last year’s coup.
The regime can’t control the country because of the popular armed resistance movement
backed by the NUG.

ASEAN’s Special Envoy for Myanmar visited the country earlier this year, but met only with
the regime.

“Engaging with the democratic opposition is critical. You are not going to resolve this by just
engaging with the junta,” Derek Chollet told the Straits Times.

The State Department official’s call for more engagement follows last month’s meeting
between the NUG and US government officials in Washington on the sidelines of the US-
ASEAN summit.

NUG foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung also met Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Saifuddin
Abdullah, who had called for ASEAN to engage with the NUG prior to the meeting, making
Malaysia the first ASEAN member to engage publicly with the NUG. The meeting was
slammed by the junta, which was excluded from the US-ASEAN summit for failing to honor
the bloc’s peace plan for Myanmar.

Chollet’s call for dialogue between ASEAN and the NUG came before he departed for
Thailand, Singapore and Brunei on Tuesday. During his tour, he will focus on the Myanmar
crisis, as well as on other bilateral issues, according to the State Department.

In his interview with the Straits Times, the State Department Counselor said that the US has
had regular video meetings with the NUG leadership over the last eight or nine months, as
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well as engaging with them to help build capacity and make them more effective at
organizing themselves and delivering for the Myanmar people.

Chollet said that he will be discussing the political pathway forward for Myanmar during his
trip to Southeast Asia.

“We seem to be at a political stalemate in terms of getting Myanmar back on the path to
democracy... it’s very tough going right now,” he said.

“But that is why we are putting a premium on engaging intensively with ASEAN and others
who have an interest in a peaceful and democratic future for Myanmar,” added Chollet.

It’s still unknown how ASEAN will respond to Washington’s call to engage more with the
NUG, with the junta opposed to any such engagement as it regards the NUG as a terrorist
organization.

The ten-member bloc has been criticized for its failed peace plan for Myanmar, known as
the Five-Point Consensus. Adopted in April last year, the Consensus called for the regime to
stop violence in the country immediately and to allow the delivery of humanitarian aid.

However, the regime has ignored most of the points in the Consensus, while killing over
1,800 people for their anti-coup activism. It has approved ASEAN to deliver aid, provided it
is distributed first to the junta. ASEAN’s agreement to that has been criticized by rights
groups, who fear that the regime will use the aid for its own benefit, while neglecting those
in need.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-engagement-with-myanmars-shadow-
govt-needed-to-solve-political-crisis-us.html

US opposes dictatorships like Myanmar... unless they support US interests

By AFP | 08 June 2022

US President Joe Biden. Photo: EPA

Dictators are bad, except, well, when they're
kind of OK: welcome to the moral gymnastics
that Joe Biden is only the latest US president to
embrace in a complicated world.

Biden's decision to exclude the far-left leaders
of Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela from this
week's regional Summit of the Americas in Los
Angeles is being touted as US defense of democracy in action.

'We just don’t believe dictators should be invited and... and so we don’t regret that,' White
House Press Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said. 'The president will stand by his principle.'

Except when he doesn't.
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Biden's determination to bar the trio of self-proclaimed Latin American socialist
revolutionaries from US soil came at the expense of a rift with Mexican President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, a key partner who snubbed the Los Angeles gathering in protest.

But there's a whole lot more flexibility when it comes to the other side of the world, where
Biden is preparing to visit Saudi Arabia and meet de facto leader Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman.

The prince, often referred to as MBS, presides over a country with no elections, few rights
for women, or many other norms considered basic in the West. In 2018, according to US
intelligence, MBS orchestrated the gruesome murder and dismemberment of a prominent
dissident, Jamal Khashoggi, who was both a US resident and columnist for The Washington
Post.

As a presidential candidate, Biden said the brazen assassination made Saudi Arabia a
'pariah.’

Now, though, he's ready to meet with the alleged murder mastermind.
Why? Because that would be good for the United States, Jean-Pierre said.

"If he determines that it's in the interest of the United States to engage with a foreign
leader and that such an engagement can deliver results, then he'll do so," she said.

Saudi Arabia 'has been a strategic partner of the United States for nearly 80 years.'
- 'Our son of a bitch' -

The contradictory messaging is causing a stir, particularly against the backdrop of Biden's
frequent, passionate argument that his presidency marks an 'inflection point' in a titanic
struggle between the world's democracies and a growing band of ruthless autocracies.

But really there's nothing new.

Back in 1939, President Franklin Roosevelt supposedly commented that Nicaraguan dictator
Anastasio Somoza 'may be a son of a bitch, but he’s our son of a bitch.'

Other accounts ascribe the phrase to different US presidents and different dictators. The
point, though, is clear: the White House has always been able to hold its nose with one
hand, while using the other to embrace distasteful partners.

US support for right-wing leaders across Latin America during the Cold War struggle against
Soviet influence was infamous.

In Asia, the United States long battled communist regimes yet there too displays flexibility
when it suits. At an ASEAN regional summit last month, Biden shunned Myanmar while
inviting less-than-democratic leaders from the likes of Cambodia and Vietnam.

Then there was Biden's predecessor Donald Trump.
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The Republican railed against China yet became friendly with Russia's Vladimir Putin. Trump
was also chummy with the full range of unelected Middle Eastern rulers, not least in Saudi
Arabia, which he chose for his first foreign trip as president.

'Where's my favorite dictator?' a jovial Trump once called out at a 2019 summit while
waiting for Egyptian President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi to show up.

Robert Guttman, who teaches politics at Johns Hopkins University, said the consistent
inconsistency boils down to 'cynical' self-interest.

Facing the risk of devastating losses for Democrats in November midterm elections, Biden is
desperate to get soaring domestic fuel prices down, which is what leads him to the Saudis.

And with US-based Latin American communities often fiercely opposed to communism,
Biden has little room to maneuver when it comes to the likes of Cuba.

'All you have to think about is Florida in 2024 and they need their votes,' Guttman said.

Guttman said the United States does historically try to support democracy -- a fight that
Ukraine's war with Russia has put in dramatic focus.

But with exceptions.
'We talk about great ideals but we’re more pragmatic when it comes to reality,' he said.

'The bottom line is we need oil and we support people who have the oil. For natural
resources we need, we bend our ideals, and in an election campaign the president’s all over
the board.'

https://www.mizzima.com/article/us-opposes-dictatorships-myanmar-unless-they-support-
us-interests

China Happy to Support Myanmar’s Bloodthirsty Pariah Regime
By YAN NAING | 8 June 2022

Nearly 15 months have passed since the military’s coup and China’s desire to step up its
relationship with the junta is warming up with increased diplomatic exchanges. China has
pledged to support the military regime “no matter how the situation changes” in Myanmar
over the coming months and years.

Beijing affirmed also that it has always placed Myanmar in an important position in its
diplomacy and wants to “deepen exchanges and cooperation to forge a China-Myanmar
community with a shared future.”

China’s statement marks the most unambiguous signal of support for Myanmar’s military,
which continues to face fierce resistance from a broad coalition of resistance groups, pro-
democracy activists and ethnic armed organizations (EAQO).
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Beijing’s declaration of unequivocal support for the junta reflects its calculation that the
regime will eventually prevail over the anti-coup resistance, that outside support for the
resistance movement will only prolong the inevitable, and that the regime offers the most
likely route towards the stability necessary for the advancement of China’s substantial
economic and strategic interests in the country.

Stability is essential for the creation of an overland transport and communications corridor
running from China’s Yunnan province to Myanmar’s Indian Ocean coast, which is part of
the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC), a sub-pillar of Beijing’s controversial Belt
and Road Initiative.

Both China and Myanmar are venturing beyond the conventional paradigm of
infrastructure-oriented engagement. There are basically three strategic areas of
collaboration and cooperation between the two countries that will influence the reorienting
of the CMEC and China-Myanmar relations in the coming month:s.

First, although it is still in its incipient stage, the Chinese digital renminbi (RMB) has already
taken a lead in the central bank digital currency game. This is a technology that could be of
great use to Myanmar. Along with the recent agreement establishing the RMB as the official
settlement currency for trade with China, the digital RMB could help Myanmar in its
attempts to reduce its dependence on the US dollar in trade and mitigate against potential
restrictions of its access to the SWIFT international payments system. In addition, a direct
settlement between the digital RMB and digital Myanmar kyat is a strategic projection for
Myanmar, as well as being advantageous for Beijing in terms of trade efficiency and
potential financing for upcoming projects. Of course, the digital kyat still requires
infrastructure to be rolled out at the retail level, which could take some time.

Second, Myanmar’s retail sector is now a strategic front of the Chinese private sector and
seems potentially lucrative. The e-Commerce platform shop.com.mm, which is owned by
China’s Alibaba, has already captured the lion’s share of the Myanmar market, particularly
by allowing digital payments during the 2021 cash crisis. Although e-Commerce is still in its
early stages in Myanmar, it will reach its full potential with the establishment of direct RMB-
kyat exchange and an expanded logistics network.

Third, alongside its vaccine diplomacy, Beijing has transferred to Myanmar the technology
to manufacture a China-made COVID-19 vaccine under the brand name Myancopharm. With
few competitors, Beijing’s COVID-19 diplomacy in Myanmar has been a relative success that
has opened the way for newly-established Chinese pharmaceutical companies to invest in
Myanmar’s generic drugs market, which is still dominated by imports from India.

Although it may take some time to gain market share, entrepreneurs in Myanmar are
already looking for an alternative source of generic drugs. Myanmar has a very high demand
for generic drugs but the steep US dollar-kyat exchange rate had made imports more
expensive. Of course, with Beijing’s political support, fierce competition in the local market
is only a matter of time.
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It is important to note that China was reluctant to get behind the military regime and its
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing immediately after the coup. But attacks on Chinese
companies and investment, including factories in Yangon’s industrial zone, marked a major
turning point for Beijing, raising concerns about instability in the country. Protests outside
China’s Yangon embassy and a rise in anti-China sentiment in the wake of the military
takeover have only increased Beijing’s concerns. China has called for dialogue between the
junta and the resistance, but it has cited its traditional policy of non-interference as
justification for not putting more pressure on the generals, a position that puts it at odds
with Japan, South Korea, and the West. That indicates China’s distrust of the resistance
movement since the early days of the coup.

Since the coup, Chinese officials and business lobby groups in Yangon have begun to engage
publicly with junta officials and to promote commercial opportunities. Since the early 2000s,
Myanmar has sought to acquire a fleet of submarines to keep up with its Southeast Asian
neighbors, but it has few options to buy them due to its atrocious human rights record and
the arms embargo imposed by the European Union.

However, in December 2021 China transferred a refurbished Ming-class submarine to the
junta, who renamed it the UMS Minye Kyaw Htin, making Myanmar the first country in
South and Southeast Asia to take delivery of a China-manufactured submarine. Along with
Russia, China has also provided the military regime with fighter jets and armored vehicles.
China is continuing to pursue what it calls an independent foreign policy of peace that
generally prioritizes its own narrow interests, with little or no consideration for a country’s
human rights record or other internal controversies.

Furthermore, the junta has approved a USS2.5 billion China-financed liquefied natural gas
power project in Mee Lin Gyaing in Ayeyarwady Region. The regime has also reorganized
three committees that are instrumental to CMEC projects, replacing them with its own
appointees. The investment projects, which include economic cooperation zones in Kachin
and Shan states and a special economic zone in Rakhine State, are part of a corridor
connecting Yunnan Province to Yangon, Mandalay and the Indian Ocean port of Kyaukphyu
in Rakhine State.

China has also inked a deal to provide US$6.1 million to Myanmar for 21 development
projects. In the fiscal year that ended on September 30, 2021, Myanmar’s economy
contracted by an estimated 18 per cent. With most foreign companies pulling out of the
country, investment from China could provide a facade of legitimacy to the junta.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has warned Beijing that its
engagement with the regime could seriously damage China’s international reputation, “no
matter how the situation changes”. The NUG has said that it is committed to good relations
with China, but that this can only be achieved on the basis of the NUG being accepted as the
legitimate government of Myanmar.

“Any effort to build a ‘Community of Shared Future’ with an illegitimate and genocidal
regime risks serious damage to the international repute of the People’s Republic of China,”
the NUG stated. “Equally important, the people of Myanmar will soundly reject any efforts
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by foreign governments to establish such a partnership with the illegitimate military
regime.”

The NUG added that the best way for China to build good relations with Myanmar is “to
immediately compel the military junta to stop all violence, restore civilian governance, and
to work with the NUG and Myanmar’s diverse ethnic nationalities to deliver humanitarian
assistance to end the suffering of the Myanmar people.” The NUG stated that it “stands
ready to work with China’s government towards repairing this damage and building a new
type of ‘pauk-phaw’ (relationship) in the future.”

Meanwhile, China and the West have refused to engage with the NUG, which has sought
official recognition from foreign governments, although there are unofficial contacts
between the NUG and some western countries such as the United States. The NUG has
challenged the junta by disrupting the government machinery through its support for the
Civil Disobedience Movement, by pressuring companies to cut ties with military-owned
firms and allying with some EAOs. At the same time, the NUG’s army — the People’s Defense
Forces (PDF) — has mounted targeted attacks against military personnel and regime officials.

While the coup has boosted China’s presence in Myanmar, it has significantly undermined
India’s economic and security interests in Southeast Asia. The multi-dimensional civil war in
Myanmar has made progress on India’s economic and logistics projects in the country,
which are central to India’s Act East policy, all but impossible. Furthermore, fighting
between the Myanmar military and PDFs has brought intense conflict to western and
northwestern Myanmar, which border India.

Geography imposes natural limits to how far the NUG can and will go in proscribing China’s
engagement with the military administration. The NUG still has incentives to ensure that
serious attacks on Beijing-backed infrastructure projects do not escalate. Beijing sees a
difference between supporting the National League for Democracy (NLD) and supporting
the NUG, which seeks to overthrow the junta and upend the pre-coup status quo. Although
the NUG is stacked with former NLD ministers and members, to China it appears a force of
instability.

Beijing is now operating under the assumption that the junta will eventually establish
effective control over Myanmar and so has moved towards de facto recognition of the
regime. China has already returned to business as usual in Myanmar with firm
determination and is ramping up its support for the junta to go further into debt with
Beijing, which will allow it to take even greater advantage of Myanmar’s natural resources
and geostrategic location.

But China’s blind support for the brutal and autocratic junta will only aggravate the situation
in Myanmar further. Beijing’s self-aggrandizing ambition will prove to be pernicious for the
innocent Myanmar people and their democratic aspirations.

Yan Naing is a pseudonym for a political analyst on Myanmar and China.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/china-happy-to-support-myanmars-
bloodthirsty-pariah-regime.html
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Rakhine Villagers Accused of Terrorism Left in Limbo in Myanmar Jails
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 June 2022

Legal limbo in the case of two men from Ponnagyun Township in Rakhine State has dragged
on for more than two years after they were arrested on suspicion of having links with the
Arakan Army (AA) in March 2020.

U Maung Saw Aye and Ko Nay Lin Htay, both 25, from Ai Tin village were arrested at the
Kyauktan checkpoint on the outskirts of the state capital Sittwe upon returning to their
village by motorbike.

Myanmar’s military filed a charge under Article 52(a) of the Counter Terrorism Law alleging
that photos of AA fighters were found on their phones.

Sittwe District Court was supposed to deliver a verdict in April last year after all the
prosecution witnesses testified but it has left the case for more than a year without a ruling,
according to family members.

U Maung Phyu Che, the father of U Maung Saw Aye, said: “The court has postponed the
verdict again and again, which is not fair for them and upsets their families.”

During a court hearing in May, the accused raised a complaint but the judge did not
respond, said U Maung Phyu Che.

In another case, five villagers from Kyaukseik in Ponnagyun Township have also spent more
than two years in prison after their court postponed the ruling. The five were arrested in
April 2020 and charged under the Counter Terrorism Law over alleged ties with the AA.

Defense lawyer U Kyaw Nyunt Maung said he has never seen a case being put off for so long
in his career.

“Family members have suffered. The previous judge postponed the trial because of
instructions from above. The current judge postponed the trial saying he is still studying the
case. In 20 years as a lawyer this is the first time a judge has taken more than a year and the
first time a verdict has been postponed for more than a year,” said the lawyer.

Soldiers detained 38 villagers from Kyaukseik on April 19, 2020, and released 33 of them the
following day but opened cases against the rest.

A video of the five villagers being beaten by soldiers during interrogation on a naval vessel
was shared widely on social media in May 2020.

At the time, military spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun said action would be taken
against the soldiers who beat the five villagers. But there has not been any report of action
taken against them.
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Moreover, six villagers from Sar Pyin and Chet Pauk in Taungup Township also have been on
a terrorism trial for more than two years at the Thandwe District Court. They were detained
in June 2020 and charged for allegedly financing terrorism.

Rakhine politician U Pe Than said: “Those cases should be dropped since the AA was
removed from the list of terrorist organizations [in March 2021]. Judges and legal officers
should ask for a straight answer from the central government about that. Are they holding
up because decision makers have hinted at something? If so it is illegal.”

Following the coup, the regime released relatives of AA chief Major General Tun Myat Naing
and some Rakhine villagers who were prosecuted on suspicion of having ties with the AA
but more than 30 Rakhine villagers are still on terrorism trial at courts in Sittwe, Mrauk-U
and Thandwe, said U Myat Tun from the Arakan Human Rights Defenders and Promoters
Association.

“As the AA has been removed from the list of terrorist groups the accused should now be
released. But they have been locked in the circle of being brought to court and then back to
prison. This has caused many troubles for families. This is a human rights violation,” he said.

Family members have run up against financial difficulties as the courts have dithered, he
said.

The regime has opened a case against a man and woman from Kyaukphyu Township under
Article 505(a) of the Penal Code for allegedly collecting funds for the AA earlier this month.
It has also detained two Rakhine people and two Chin residents in Paletwa Township, Chin
State, on suspicion of having links to the AA.

The AA has refused to attend talks with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing. Military tensions have
been running high in Rakhine State with the regime targeting the village-level officials of the
United League of Arakan, the political wing of the AA, which has been establishing a parallel
administration.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-villagers-accused-of-terrorism-left-in-

limbo-in-myanmar-jails.html

HRW calls on Thailand to allow Rohingya access to asylum

By Mizzima | 08 June 2022

This handout from the Royal Thai Navy taken on
June 4, 2022 and released on June 5 shows members
of the Thai Navy transferring Rohingya who were
found stranded on the Thai island of Koh Dong to
the southern Thai city of Satun. Photo: AFP

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on the Thai
government to provide recently rescued Rohingya
asylum seekers with assistance and immediate
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access to procedures to determine their refugee status.

On 4 June 2022, the Thai navy found 59 Rohingya — 31 men, 23 women, and 5 children —
from Myanmar stranded on Koh Dong Island near Satun province in southern Thailand. The
navy took them ashore and detained them at the 436 Border Patrol Police unit.

Thai officials who questioned them said these Rohingya were abandoned by smugglers, who
charged them about 60,000 Thai baht (USS1,750) per person for a journey to Malaysia.

“The Thai government should end its policy of summarily locking up rescued Rohingya boat
people and throwing away the key,” said Elaine Pearson, acting Asia director at Human
Rights Watch.

“Thailand should permit the United Nations refugee agency to screen all Rohingya arriving in
Thailand to identify and assist those seeking refugee status”, she added.

To protect Rohingya asylum seekers, it is crucial for the Thai government to permit the
Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to conduct refugee status
determination interviews, Human Rights Watch said.

Like its predecessors, the Thai government of Prime Minister Gen. Prayut Chan-ocha has
treated Rohingya arriving at the border as “illegal immigrants,” detaining them in squalid
lockups.

According to one Western embassy in Bangkok, Thai officials are holding more than 470
Rohingya in indefinite immigration detention with no access to refugee status
determination procedures.

Thai authorities have not permitted UNHCR to conduct refugee status determinations for
them.

Thailand also discriminates against Rohingya by refusing to allow them to register as legally
documented migrant workers, unlike other people coming from Myanmar.

Meanwhile, the Thai navy announced that it will maintain a policy to intercept Rohingya
boats that come too close to the coast.

After providing them with fuel, food, water, and other supplies, the navy will push those
boats pushed onward to Malaysia or Indonesia. This amounts to a continuation of Thailand’s
deadly pushback policy, which has resulted in Rohingya boats going missing on the high seas
and people dying, Human Rights Watch said.

The Thai navy further stated that any boat that somehow lands on Thai shores will be
seized, and immigration officials will arrest the men, women, and children aboard on illegal
entry charges and detain them.

The Thai authorities have, for years, said they do not want to accept Rohingya as refugees.
However, under international law, Thailand cannot summarily reject at the border the
claims of asylum seekers fleeing persecution. Thailand is obligated not to return them
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before providing a full and fair assessment of their claims for international protection,
Human Rights Watch said.

The Myanmar government and military have long persecuted the Rohingya, members of a
Muslim ethnic minority group who have lived in Myanmar’s Rakhine State for generations,
driving them to flee repression and dire poverty.

The situation has significantly worsened since August 2017, when the Myanmar military
committed ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity against the Rohingya.

Given the lack of security and overcrowded, unsanitary and dangerous camp conditions

where many Rohingya are forced to live in Bangladesh, many have risked harsh weather
conditions on the Andaman Sea to embark on dangerous journeys to Thailand, Malaysia,
and Indonesia, often falling prey to human trafficking gangs.

“The Thai government should help the oppressed Rohingya, not worsen their suffering,”
said HRW's Pearson, adding: “The Thai government should immediately allow them access
to desperately needed protection.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/hrw-calls-thailand-allow-rohingya-access-asylum

12.2-kg heroin seized in Myanmar's central region
Source: Xinhua| 2022-06-08

YANGON, June 8 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar authorities seized 12.2 kg of heroin along with
738,000 stimulant tablets in central Myanmar's Mandalay region, a police release said on
Wednesday.

The heroin and stimulant tablets worth over 1.4 billion kyats (about 756,700 U.S. dollars)
were seized from a vehicle in the Pyin Oo Lwin township on June 4, the release said.

The police also arrested one person in the operation, it said.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220608/e1e94316dc7d4b568897757fcb1bf850/c.htm
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