PEACE Info (June 2, 2022)

Myanmar ruling military and opponents trade blame after deadly bus stop blast
Displaced Civilians Injured by Myanmar Junta Mortar in Sagaing

More civilians killed, injured in junta attacks across Sagaing Region

Resistance coalitions go on the offensive, ambushing Myanmar army columns in
Sagaing

Myanmar Junta's War Crime Displaces Thousands of Civilians in Kachin State
Enrollment up as new academic year begins in Myanmar, despite turmoil

US report on international religious freedom cites genocides in China and Myanmar
Entrusting Myanmar’s junta with aid distribution creates ‘more opportunities for
injustice,” civil society organisation says

NUG minister claims the NUG controls a powerful army

NUG Declares Myanmar Junta Peace Talks With Ethnic Armies lllegal

Junta Urges Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Army not to Supply Arms to Resistance
“Wa” demand for autonomous state agreed in principle: SAC spokesman

No matter who is in power, it won’t involve in current affairs to avoid any conflict to
escalate: UWSP

Warships arrive in Kyauk Phyu township as tensions rise in Myanmar's Rakhine state
Number of displaced in Myanmar tops 1 million: UN

PMF-run Casinos Threaten Southern Shan State Communities
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Myanmar ruling military and opponents trade blame after deadly bus stop blast
PUBLISHED 2 JUNE 2022 | STRAITS TIMES FOR ANN

YANGON (REUTERS) - State media in Myanmar on
Wednesday (June 1) blamed "terrorists" opposed to
military rule for a deadly bomb blast at a bus stop in
its biggest city of Yangon, an accusation denied by
members of an exiled shadow government.

The blast in downtown Yangon occurred on Tuesday
- afternoon, killing one person and wounding nine,
according to a charity group.

The Global New Light of Myanmar, which published photographs of some of the bloodied
victims, said security forces were investigating.

No group has claimed responsibility for the blast but the state newspaper said it was caused
by a bomb planted by "PDF (People's Defence Force) terrorists".

Since the military seized power from the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi last year,
lightly armed PDFs opposed to the military government have sprung up across Myanmar in
a bid to take on the army.

In a statement, the defence ministry of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG)
condemned the incident and said it would conduct its own an investigation.

Dr Sasa, a spokesman for the NUG, accused the military of being behind the attack.

We will do everything we can to get justice for those people," Dr Sasa, who goes by one
name, said in the statement on Twitter.

Neither state media nor the NUG provided evidence to back up their allegations and Reuters
could not independently verify the claims.

A member of Lin Latt, a charity that helped the victims of the blast, said the wounded were
taken to hospital where one died.

Myanmar has been in chaos since the military takeover, with conflict spreading across the
South-east Asian country after the army crushed mostly peaceful protests in cities.

The Assistance Association of Political Prisoners (AAPP), an activist group, says more than
1,800 people have been killed by the security forces.

Military authorities have said the AAPP figures are exaggerated and that soldiers have also
been killed.

The true picture of the violence has become more difficult to assess since clashes have
spread to more remote rural areas where ethnic minority insurgent groups are also fighting
the military.
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https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-ruling-military-and-opponents-trade-blame-
after-deadly-bus-stop-blast

Displaced Civilians Injured by Myanmar Junta Mortar in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 June 2022

Four displaced people, including a five-year-old, were injured in fighting between Myanmar
junta troops and resistance forces in Nat Chaung and Nat Myaung villages in Kale Township,
Sagaing Region, on Tuesday.

Following a mine attack by Kale People’s Defense Force (PDF) near Nat Chaung on Tuesday,
junta troops attempted to torch the village and adjacent Nat Myaung, resulting in a clash
with resistance groups.

The clash lasted about half an hour and displaced people taking shelter at Nat Myaung’s
monastery were injured by a mortar shell, said Ko Ei Soe from the Kale PDF.

“Four people, including a child, at the monastery were hit by mortar fragments,” he told The
Irrawaddy. Two were seriously injured and needed medical treatment.

Junta troops reportedly torched more houses between Saturday and Monday and killed a
mentally ill man in southern Kale, said Kale PDF.

Clashes also took place in Nat Chaung on Wednesday, although details are unknown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/displaced-civilians-injured-by-myanmar-junta-
mortar-in-sagaing.html

More civilians killed, injured in junta attacks across Sagaing Region

In one attack, seven IDPs, including one child, sheltering at a monastery were injured after
coming under heavy artillery fire

Khin YiYiZaw / Thura Maung | Published on Jun 2, 2022

Displaced villagers construct makeshift shelters at the
Nat Myaung Monastery in Sagaing’s Kalay Township in
February (Supplied)

Civilians continued to come under attack across a wide

swathe of Sagaing Region on Tuesday, as regime forces

stepped up their efforts to eradicate groups opposed to
Myanmar’s military junta.

In western Wetlet Township, some 60km northwest of Mandalay, a woman was killed by an
artillery shell fired by junta troops as they entered the village of U Yin Thar, according to
resistance sources.
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The woman, identified as 30-year-old Mone, was disabled and thus unable to flee as the
troops fired on the village ahead of their arrival, Kyin Ko, the leader of Battalion 1 of the
Wetlet People’s Defence Force (PDF), told Myanmar Now.

While an alliance of resistance forces attempted to prevent the column of around 80
soldiers from attacking the village, they were constrained by the fact that the troops were
holding six civilians from the neighbouring village of Ti Taw hostage, Kyin Ko said.

“They were using them as human shields, so we had to hold back on our attacks in order to
avoid harming the civilians,” he said.

However, the two sides did clash for about two hours, he added. Two members of the
Shwebo PDF were killed in the fighting, but no further details were provided.

ll Residents of a village in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet
i Township clean up after coming under attack from
regime forces on April 29 (CJ)

A member of U Yin Thar’s village defence force said
that the junta troops fired relentlessly during their
assault on the village.

“They fired on the village with heavy artillery from
one position, and with machine guns from another. The villagers had nowhere to run, and
we didn’t get many chances to fight back,” he said.

The troops left early the next day, but not before torching eight houses and killing several
farm animals, a resident said.

According to Kyin Ko, the fate of the six Ti Taw villagers was still unknown.

“There have been rumours that they were killed, but we haven’t found their bodies, so it’s
possible they were taken somewhere else,” he said.

Meanwhile, in Kalay Township, some 200km northwest of Wetlet, a military column of
around 200 soldiers fired five artillery shells at a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs)
in the village of Nat Myaung on Tuesday, seriously injuring seven people, including one
child.

The camp, which is located inside a local monastery, houses around 1,000 people from the
neighbouring villages of Nat Myaung and Nat Chaung, as well as several other villages in the
area that have come under attack from regime forces.

A man who was at the camp when the incident occurred said that the sound of gunfire
could be heard before the shelling began.

“People started coming out into the open after the shooting stopped, but then about 15
minutes later, the artillery shells landed,” he said.

The man said he also saw the child who was injured in the attack.
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“He was covered in blood and was also spitting up blood,” he said, adding that he had
injuries to his neck, arm and chest.

The child was taken to the town of Kalay, about 20km north of the village, for treatment,
but it was not known at the time of reporting if he survived his injuries.

This was the second time that the Nat Myaung IDP camp had come under attack from junta
troops. On March 6, several shells landed on the monastery where the camp is located,
injuring 10 people, including three children.

The military column that carried out the attack on the camp in Nat Myaung later moved to
Nat Chaung, about 3km away, where it was stationed at a local monastery and high school.

On Wednesday, allied resistance forces attacked the junta troops as they were setting fire to
houses in the village.

“The battle is still ongoing. We lost one of our men this morning. The military’s forces are
now burning down even more houses,” a member of the Kalay PDF told Myanmar Now at
around 5pm on Wednesday.

Nat Chaung is a village of more than 1,000 households located on the Kale-Gangaw road.
According to residents, it has lost around 250 houses to arson attacks carried out during
four raids by regime forces.

Three military columns have been terrorising villages in southern Kalay Township since May
28, resulting in a number of serious battles in the area, according to residents and resistance
forces.

The Kalay PDF claims that over 70% of the more than 100 villages in the township are under
the control of anti-regime forces

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-civilians-killed-injured-in-junta-attacks-

across-sagaing-region

Resistance coalitions go on the offensive, ambushing Myanmar army columns in Sagaing

Defence forces claim to have caused dozens of junta casualties in attacks on troops
operating along the Chindwin River and on those raiding villages near Mandalay Region

Khin YiYiZaw / Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jun 2, 2022

Defence force members are seen in position during
the ambush on junta troops in a field in Kani
g Township (Supplied)

Local defence forces launched lethal attacks this week
on two junta columns moving through Kani and
Myaung townships in Sagaing Region, reportedly
causing multiple junta casualties.
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On Tuesday, resistance fighters ambushed more than 80 soldiers in Kani as they marched on
foot along the western shore of the Chindwin River in order to secure passage for military
vessels. Hundreds of homes have been destroyed in junta assaults along the waterway.

A clash broke out at around 8am near the villages of Tazei Chaung and Nyaung Pin Wun,
three miles from Kani’s administrative centre. The township is one of many in Sagaing
affected by a recent military-imposed blackout on phone and internet services.

“We waited for them in a field and opened fire when they were halfway in, so we managed
to kill many of them,” said AT, a member of the Kyauk Lone Gyi Brigade—one of the Kani-
based resistance forces involved in the attack.

Defence forces claimed that a military captain and up to 30 troops were killed in the assault.
Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties.

By noon, the military had launched an airstrike on the area, which it preceded with an
attack using commercially available drones with bombs attached—a weapon which AT said
that he had not seen the junta’s forces previously employ in the area.

“They attached 60mm shells to drones and dropped them on the area before the airstrike.
Previous junta columns didn’t have drones like this,” he explained.

A member of another local defence force involved in the clash said that up to 11 resistance
fighters were injured by the bombs dropped from the drones.

While the guerrilla forces retreated, the military reportedly captured seven locals in hiding
and forced them to serve as human shields. The presence of the civilians among the troops
forced resistance fighters to abandon a plan to launch a counterassault using explosive
devices, AT said.

Myanmar army soldiers killed in the eastern part of
Ta Ma Say Kan village on May 29 (Supplied)

Two days earlier, in Myaung—which borders
Mandalay Region—an alliance of 11 defence forces
from Mandalay and Sagaing attacked another junta
column responsible for the recent burning of some
100 homes in villages in the northern part of the
township.

The 120 soldiers were ambushed as they raided and set fire to more than 40 houses in the
village of Tay Ma Say Kan after torching nearly 60 homes in Zayat Kone, where they had
been stationed, according to a statement released by the Chaung-U People’s Defence Force
(PDF) on Wednesday.

“We attacked them from both the front and from behind,” Zarni Thein, the leader of the
Chaung-U PDF, said. “It’s like they were burned by their own fire. It’s the price they had to
pay for destroying our villages.”
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He claimed that 12 troops were killed during the two hours of late afternoon fighting, and
five more, including a lieutenant, died later of their injuries. Myanmar Now was unable to
confirm the reported 17 junta casualties, but received photos and videos from the battle
site showing a number of slain troops.

An information officer from the TTA Guerrilla Force in Mandalay’s Taungtha Township—
which was part of the resistance coalition involved in the attack in Myaung—told Myanmar
Now that junta soldiers were distracted by the defence forces’ use of a drone camera and
many were killed trying to shoot it down.

“They were chasing the drone, not knowing that we were waiting to ambush them. They ran
straight into our killing field,” he said, adding that the allied resistance forces employed
heavy artillery and RPGs.

Ye Lin, a 22-year-old member of the Myaung Special Defence Force, was reportedly killed by
military artillery fire, and six more resistance fighters were injured.

“The military relentlessly fired heavy artillery shells while we were retreating so that we
wouldn’t be able to collect the dead bodies of the junta soldiers,” the Chaung-U PDF’s Zarni
Thein told Myanmar Now.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-coalitions-go-on-the-offensive-
ambushing-myanmar-army-columns-in-sagaing

Myanmar Junta's War Crime Displaces Thousands of Civilians in Kachin State
By NORA AUNG | 2 June 2022

Nearly 6,000 people have fled their homes and approximately 25 have been killed in Kachin
and northern Shan states by Myanmar’s regime forces from November 2021 to April,
according to the rights group Kachin Women’s Association of Thailand (KWAT).

KWAT’s “New Threats from the Air” report on Wednesday said airstrikes and artillery were
targeting civilian villages and rape was being used as a weapon, constituting war crimes and
crimes against humanity.

The notorious Light Infantry Divisions 33, 88 and 99 fired artillery on civilian areas alongside
junta airstrikes in Kachin State, killing approximately 21 people and injuring around 40, the
report said.

“There is strong evidence that people are being killed and injured in their houses by
airstrikes and artillery where there is no fighting,” said KWAT spokeswoman Moon Nay Li.

Regime forces fired artillery at civilian areas of Muse, Namkham and Lashio townships in
Shan State and Hpakant, Momauk and Shwegu townships in Kachin State, killing
approximately eight villagers and injuring around 20, including six children, the report said.

Page 8 of 71


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-coalitions-go-on-the-offensive-ambushing-myanmar-army-columns-in-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-coalitions-go-on-the-offensive-ambushing-myanmar-army-columns-in-sagaing

Eleven civilians were killed, including a seven-year-old boy shot dead in his bed in the Kachin
capital Myitkyina, and seven injured in indiscriminate shooting by regime forces, the group
said.

In early 2022 two villagers were killed and 13 injured, including six children, in airstrikes on
Putato and Hpakant townships along the Irrawaddy river.

“Before the 2021 coup, it was still safe in cities like Myitkyina. Now urban and rural
communities do not go outside at night,” said Moon Nay Li.

The report detailed how sexual violence was used without fear of prosecution and that two
members of the same battalion committed rape in November 2021 and April 2022.

Civilians are used as human shields and arbitrarily arrested and tortured into confessing to
being Kachin Independence Army (KIA) or people’s defense force members, the report said.

The KIA is a powerful armed group that resumed fighting with Myanmar’s military in Kachin
State in 2011.

So far this year approximately 5,700 villagers have fled their homes, adding to the existing
displaced population of 100,000 in Kachin State, according to the KWAT. They are sheltering
in camps, forests and with relatives, the report said.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said on Tuesday that
Myanmar has exceeded a million displaced civilians for the first time.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmar-juntas-war-crime-displaces-thousands-of-
civilians-in-kachin-state.html

Enrollment up as new academic year begins in Myanmar, despite turmoil

Parents are deciding that their children’s education can’t wait for a political settlement in
war-torn country.

Reported by RFA Burmese Service | 2022.06.02

State school students attend a ceremony to mark Myanmar's
75th anniversary Union Day in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, Feb. 12,
2022. AP Photo

Myanmar’s junta reopened basic education schools across
the country for the 2022-2023 academic year on Thursday
with student enrollment levels surpassing those from a year
earlier, when the pandemic and a teacher boycott of the military regime kept kids at
home, according to parents and residents.

In the commercial capital Yangon, the number of students attending primary schools saw
a noticeable uptick, residents said, while security at the city’s educational centers was
tighter than the previous year.
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Yangon taxi driver Than Win estimated that “around 50% of the children” went to school
on the first day of classes, based on what he had seen driving through five of the city’s
townships Thursday morning.

“Very few were in school uniforms — maybe 20% or so,” he told RFA’s Burmese Service,
suggesting they didn’t want to be seen as supporting junta rule.

“l didn’t see security guards in the morning but in the afternoon, there were five or six
security guards posted at some of the more prominent schools.”

Parents said more children are attending school this year than last. Schools were closed
in 2021 due to coronavirus restrictions and the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, which
prompted many teachers to leave their jobs and join the anti-junta Civil Disobedience
Movement.

Wai Wai, a mother from Yangon’s Twante township, told RFA that her 7-year-old
daughter attended her first day of kindergarten classes on Thursday.

“l thought there’d be no one at school but many people came — all the kids were
wearing their white and green school uniforms. Last year, the children did not dare to
wear white and green,” she said. “One teacher told me she had only three students in her
class last year, but today she had 30.”

The junta announced that 5.6 million students had enrolled nationwide for the current
academic year, most of whom are based in Yangon region, the capital Naypyidaw and
Mon state.

uniforms hung outside a school during a
demonstration against the re-opening of the school
by the junta in Yangon, April 27, 2021. Credit: AP
Photo

NUG-run classes

Despite the increase in enrollment, many parents
said they would continue to boycott junta-run schools. The country’s shadow National
Unity Government (NUG) recently said it is working to provide classes for school-age
children of parents led by CDM teachers.

Mon Mon, a resident of Magway region’s Yezagyo township, told RFA her 7-year-old son
will attend NUG-run classes this spring instead of school.

“There’s no school for my son this year because we don’t want to support the junta's
education system,” she said.

“l plan to send my son to classes run by the Spring Revolution NUG. We will find a school
where CDM teachers teach. Another reason [he won’t attend] is that we feel sorry for
children in war-torn areas who cannot go to school and sympathize with them.”
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The junta invited CDM teachers to return to work with no repercussions by May 31 and
recently extended its offer to June 7.

Kyaw Min Khant, an official with the All Myanmar Teachers’ Federation, confirmed to RFA
that enrollment in schools in many of the country’s regions and states is around 50%
higher than last year.

“We have seen a significant increase in enrollment over the past year,” he said.

“Many parents have realized that they need to keep their children in school. ... They know
that their kids will be much older if they wait for the country's political stalemate to be
solved before they return, so they are willing to separate their politics from their
children’s education.”

According to Kyaw Min Khant, 11 million children were eligible to attend school
nationwide in 2021, while the number had increased to around 13 million this year, with
some 80% in attendance.

Translation by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/school-06022022191242.html

US report on international religious freedom cites genocides in China and Myanmar
China is a ‘glaring example' of repression, US diplomat says.
By Roseanne Gerin and Alim Seytoff for RFA Uyghur | 2022.06.02

US Ambassador at Large for International Religious
Freedom Rashad Hussain (R) with US Secretary of
—| State Antony Blinken (L) speaks about about the
2021 International Religious Freedom Report, in
_the Franklin Room of the State Department in
Washington, June 2, 2022. AFP

China and Myanmar feature prominently in the
U.S.’s latest report on global restrictions on
religious rights and practices, which singles out the two countries for their repression of
mostly Muslim Uyghurs and Rohingya.

“We have seen two genocides of religious minority communities in recent years in China
and Burma,” said U.S. Ambassador-at-Large Rashad Hussain of the Office of International
Religious Freedom during a press conference Thursday to release the report. The State
Department is required to submit its assessment of religious freedom across the globe to
Congress each year.

Witnesses and experts provided grim testimony in the report about torture, rape and
other human rights violations in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR).
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“It comes as no surprise that the People’s Republic of China is a glaring example” of a
government that represses citizens who practice certain religions, said Hussain, who
serves as an advisor to the President Joe Biden on religious freedom conditions and

policy.

“The PRC government continues to commit genocide and crimes against humanity against
Uyghurs who are predominantly Muslim and members of other ethnic and religious
minority groups,” he said.

Hussain noted China’s continued use of technologies, including artificial intelligence and
facial recognition, “to surveil and maintain control of its open-air prison in Xinjiang.”

Human rights groups and Uyghur advocacy organizations have amassed credible evidence
of the severe abuse Uyghurs in Xinjiang have suffered, from mass incarcerations and the
destruction of mosques to torture, rape and forced sterilizations.

Beijing has angrily denied the accusations, calling them the “lie of the century.”

“China continues its genocide of predominantly Muslim Uyghurs and other religious
minority groups,” said U.S. Secretary of State Blinken at the press conference. “Since
April 2017, more than 1 million Uyghurs, ethnic Kazakhs, Kirghiz and others have been
detained internment camps in Xinjiang.”

RFA has reported that up to 1.8 million Uyghurs and other Turkic minorities have been
detained in China’s vast network of hundreds of internment camps throughout Xinjiang.
Chinese officials have said that the camps are vocational training centers designed to
offer an alternative path away from terrorism and religious extremism.

Dolkun Isa, president of the World Uyghur Congress in Germany, said the comments by
Hussain and Blinken show that the U.S. stands with Uyghur Muslims and will hold China
to account for the Uyghur genocide.

“Their powerful words should encourage the international community to act to end the
Uyghur genocide,” he said. “China wants to eradicate Islam because it believes Islam is a
cancer. China is committing genocide against Uyghur people precisely because we are
Muslims.”

Rushan Abbas, executive director of the Washington, D.C.-based Campaign for Uyghurs,
said she was pleased that Blinken called out China’s gross violations of human rights,
genocide and crimes against humanity.

“Blinken’s words reveal to the world that China is like the emperor’s new clothes, hiding
behind lies,” she said.

There was no immediate comment from the Chinese government about the U.S. report.

The report also noted Myanmar’s repressive treatment of members of the Rohingya
ethnic and religious minority group.
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Violent clearance operations of Rohingya communities in western Myanmar by the
country’s military in 2017, including arbitrary killings, torture and mass rape, drove more
than 740,000 people to neighboring Bangladesh, where they now living in sprawling
refugee camps.

“In March, based on extensive legal review of the evidence, | made the determination
that Burma’s military committed genocide and crimes against humanity with the intent to
destroy predominantly Muslim Rohingya in 2017,” Blinken said, citing evidence of attacks
on mosques, use of religious and ethnic slurs, and the desecration of Korans.

The military junta that seized power from the democratically elected government in
February 2021 had confined 144,000 Rohingya in internal displacement camps in Rakhine
state by the end of 2021, the report says, citing information from the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees.

The junta also continues to restrict where Rohingya are allowed to travel in Myanmar and
has made no efforts to initiate the return of Rohingya refugees from Bangladesh, the
report says.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/religious-freedom-report-06022022180953.html

Entrusting Myanmar’s junta with aid distribution creates ‘more opportunities for
injustice,’ civil society organisation says

Humanitarian aid could be delivered through existing cross-border channels to ethnic
administrations and community-based organisations, advocates of the process say

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Jun 2, 2022

Trucks carrying WFP food assistance are seen en route
to Loikaw, Karenni State in May (UN Myanmar /
Facebook)

A Kachin civil society organisation has called on
international humanitarian agencies to ensure that no
aid is delivered through the military regime that
ousted the elected civilian government in a coup early
last year.

The Kachin Women’s Association Thailand (KWAT) released a report titled “New Threats
from the Air” on Wednesday, outlining the crisis created by the Myanmar military’s
airstrikes on villages in Kachin and northern Shan States and the abuses committed by its
troops in those areas.

The 28-page report documented crimes perpetrated against communities in those areas
from November 2021 through April of this year, a period during which Myanmar has been in
turmoil, with widespread military offensives and armed resistance campaigns being waged
throughout the country.
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Ongoing fighting between the military and ethnic armed organisations or recently formed
People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) has newly displaced more than 5,700 villagers in Kachin and
northern Shan States in the last six months, according to KWAT’s report.

According to UN figures released on Tuesday, the number of persons internally displaced
(IDPs) since the coup stands at nearly 700,000, bringing the total number nationwide to
more than one million. Tens of thousands of people from Myanmar have also fled to
neighbouring countries such as Thailand and India.

The mass displacement and growing unmet needs of IDPs has raised questions about the
most effective and ethical ways in which to deliver emergency support to wartorn
communities.

Regional bloc ASEAN issued a decision in early May declaring that humanitarian aid be
distributed in Myanmar through junta-controlled channels.

In a joint statement released on Monday with the civilian National Unity Government, three
ethnic armed organisations—the Karen National Union, Karenni National Progressive Party,
and Chin National Front—condemned ASEAN’s move as endorsing “an ill-informed and
exclusive humanitarian process” that would “weaponise” aid in the country. They called on
the bloc to redesign the scheme to include all stakeholders.

KWAT also called on international donors not to allow aid intended for the Myanmar people
to legitimise or subsidise the coup regime.

“If aid is handed over through the military, they will use it to prolong their power and put
people who are already suffering in a hostage-like situation,” KWAT spokesperson Moon
Nay Li told Myanmar Now.

She said that the delivery of humanitarian aid through junta-controlled channels simply
“must not happen,” insisting that such funds and assistance allocated under military
supervision would not be distributed transparently and could even further enrich the armed
forces.

“The military could use those funds to buy weapons to kill more civilians, which means it
would be paving the way for more opportunities to perpetrate injustices,” she said.

KWAT emphasised that humanitarian aid to IDPs could alternatively be delivered through
existing cross-border channels to ethnic administrations and community-based
organisations.

For this to happen, Moon Nay Li explained that international non-governmental
organisations and UN agencies would need to adapt their partner requirements and
distribution policies to accommodate the current emergency context, rather than
conforming to the junta’s demands.

She pointed out that local ethnic administrations and civil society organisations have had
years of experience managing such deliveries during the military offensives that raged in

Page 14 of 71


https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/myanmar-humanitarian-update-no-18-31-may-2022
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/ENG-Post-Event-PR-for-CM-Final.pdf

ethnic states in the decades prior to the coup, and they have continued to reach
communities using cross-border channels over the last year.

“Refusing to adapt their policies will put the military in more control and the safety of the
IDPs will become more severely threatened,” Moon Nay Li said.

WEFP staff members distribute aid to internally displaced
people in Loikaw, Karenni State in May (UN Myanmar/
Facebook)

In addition to the areas of displacement outlined in KWAT'’s

publication, there has been widespread upheaval in

Myanmar’s heartland, including in Sagaing, Magway and

; parts of Mandalay regions. There, military arson campaigns
i J aimed at crushing resistance strongholds have forced

thousands of people from their homes.

wor!

To the east, in Karenni (Kayah) State, two-thirds of the population have fled their villages
amid indiscriminate shelling by the Myanmar army in civilian areas, including at IDP camps.

According to a Karenni Civil Society Network report published on May 11, around 197,000
people from Karenni State have been displaced since the coup.

Both locals and the Karenni State Consultative Council (KSCC) have also maintained that
recent aid provisions arranged for the state by the UN and ASEAN along military-controlled
routes were not delivered in full to IDPs in need.

Anders Graugaard, Head of Mission of the Danish
Embassy in Myanmar, and WFP Myanmar’s Country
Director Stephen Anderson, visit an IDP camp in southern
Shan State in May (UN Myanmar / Facebook)

Locals reported that IDPs were denied emergency support
if they were unable to show household registration
proving their prior residence, noting that many of those
who fled their homes were not able to gather such
documents before their departure amid junta attacks.

They also highlighted the presence of a growing black market in the region for rice, beans
and other food supplies intended for IDPs.

In a statement on Wednesday, the World Food Programme (WFP)—the UN’s food
assistance agency—said that it had launched a relief operation for IDPs in Karenni State in
May and that its teams were in the capital of Loikaw distributing aid. The agency reported
that it had provided assistance to at least 80,000 IDPs in and around the city.

“While we fully respect the right of beneficiaries to make personal decisions on the use of
their entitlements, WFP takes any unauthorised commercial selling of our humanitarian
food assistance extremely seriously,” the agency said.
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Banyar, a KSCC spokesperson on issues concerning humanitarian aid, remarked that the
IDPs who have access to the assistance provided through military-controlled channels are
those living in areas still under the junta’s administration.

“The IDPs sheltering in areas controlled by the military council will only be in Loikaw, which
is only a few thousand people. The military has control in urban areas,” Banyar told
Myanmar Now.

Those displaced to rural areas under the control of ethnic governance bodies and resistance
organisations were unable to procure the same support, he noted.

In their report, KWAT urged the leaders of Myanmar’s neighbouring countries to create
safer environments for civil society organisations and local ethnic administrations to carry
out the delivery of cross-border aid so that the needs of all displaced communities could be
met.

“Due to the lack of such support, the IDPs are blocked between two hostile sides. They can
neither run to the other side [of the border] nor come back to the Myanmar side because
the military is shelling,” Moon Nay Li said. “They no longer have any place to move.”

Esther J contributed to this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/entrusting-myanmars-junta-with-aid-distribution-
creates-more-opportunities-for-injustice-civil

NUG minister claims the NUG controls a powerful army
By Mizzima |

Dr. Zaw Wai Soe, the National Unity Government (NUG) Union Minister for the Ministry of
Education said that the NUG controls a powerful army.

The comment was made at a meeting with Myanmar communities in the United Kingdom
(UK) at London’s South Bank University on 29 May.

'This is the very first time we've had a government with its own army', he said.

But, he did not say exactly how many People’s Defence Forces (PDF) forces were working for
the NUG in Myanmar.

He also said at the meeting that the NUG had been working on a five-point strategy to
overthrow the junta regime and that all the five points had been achieved. Unfortunately,
he did not elaborate on what those five points were.

Before his meeting with the UK based Myanmar communities Dr Zaw Wai Soe met with
Amanda Milling, a member of the UK parliament who works in the UK Government’s
Foreign, Commonwealth ' Development Office as Minister for Asia and the Middle East, on
25 May.
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They discussed matters related to the uprising against the military coup in Myanmar
humanitarian assistance and restoration of peace and democracy in Myanmar.

In a statement issued on 16 April 2022 the NUG said that one year after forming the PDFs
there were 250 PDF groups across the country, making up over 100 PDF battalions and that
100 out of the 350 local independent guerilla groups not under NUG control have also been
integrated into the NUG battalions.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-minister-claims-nug-controls-powerful-army

NUG Declares Myanmar Junta Peace Talks With Ethnic Armies lllegal
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 June 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) declared on Wednesday that any
agreements made with the terrorist regime are illegal and warned that they won’t be
recognized, as the junta continued to hold talks with a number of ethnic armed
organizations (EAO).

This week on Tuesday, the United Wa State Party (UWSP), the political wing of the United
Wa State Army (UWSA), the country’s most powerful EAO, met with junta chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing. After the meeting, the regime said that the UWSP agreed on the
principle of establishing a federal democracy and that it agreed in principle to the UWSP’s
demand for an autonomous state for ethnic Wa people.

The eastern Shan State-based UWSP is the fourth EAO to hold talks with the regime,
following the Restoration Council of Shan State, the New Mon State Party and the Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation Army — Peace Council. In earlier meetings, the
parties were reported to have discussed establishing a federal multi-party democracy and to
have reached some general “agreements”.

But on Wednesday, the NUG, which has wide public support and backing overseas, said in a
statement that the military regime is a terrorist organization which will be tried at the
International Court of Justice for committing war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide.

“It has no de jure power mandated by the people or de facto power to govern the country,”
said the NUG statement.

Since last year’s coup, the junta has killed at least 1,878 people and detained around 14,000
more. The NUG declared the regime a terrorist organization in June 2021.

“The regime has no right to negotiate with contracting parties like a union government,” the
NUG stated on Wednesday. “Therefore, we hereby announce that any negotiations with the
terrorist regime are illegal and won’t be recognized by the NUG and any of its successors.”
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Engulfed by mounting armed resistance across the country, coup leader Min Aung Hlaing
invited leaders of EAOs who are both signatories and non-signatories to the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) for talks in late May “to end armed conflict”.

Seven of the ten signatories to the NCA accepted the invitation, as did non-signatories the
Shan State Progress Party, the UWSP and the National Democratic Alliance Army.

Other major EAOs are currently fighting the regime and rejected the junta’s offer of peace
talks as neither genuine nor all-inclusive.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-declares-myanmar-junta-peace-talks-with-
ethnic-armies-illegal.html

Junta Urges Myanmar’s Most Powerful Ethnic Army not to Supply Arms to Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 June 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has urged the United Wa State Party (UWSP), the political wing
of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the country’s most powerful ethnic armed
organization (EAQ), not to supply arms to the People’s Defense Forces (PDF) fighting the
junta.

The regime made the request during a meeting in Naypyitaw on May 30 between coup
leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and a UWSP delegation led by its vice chair Luo Yaku.

The Shan State-based UWSP suggested holding dialogue between the junta leader and
detained State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to solve Myanmar’s crisis, sources told The
Irrawaddy.

UWSP liaison officer Nyi Rang from Lashio in Shan State, who was part of the UWSP
delegation, denied discussing either PDFs or Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at the meeting.

In a statement released on May 31, the UWSP described the post-coup crisis as an internal
issue of the Bamar ethnic people, and said it would not take sides as it does not want to see
its involvement causing further conflict.

The UWSP called for the crisis to be resolved through dialogue as soon as possible, saying
many valuable lives have been lost in the armed conflict that has broken out since last year’s
coup.

Despite claiming neutrality in the battle between the regime and the resistance, the UWSA
has been expanding its territory and consolidating its administration in eastern and
southern Shan State. It has deployed troops in mountains near Panglong, Mong Kung,
Lawksawk, and Mongshu which oversee the Salween River.

A political observer who asked for anonymity said it is probable that the regime has urged
the UWSA not to supply arms to the PDFs.
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“It is likely that the regime has urged the UWSA not to provide arms to the PDFs because 50
weapons were seized in Ba Htoo [in southern Shan State]. They were UWSA-made Type-81
assault rifles. The regime assumes that those arms came from Wa State. They have also
found 107mm rockets in Karenni [Kayah] State, which they also believe come from Wa
State. So it is possible that the regime has asked the Wa not to supply arms to the PDFs.”

Wa State is the name given to the area in eastern Shan State that the UWSP runs as an
autonomous zone.

Some EAOs in eastern and northern Myanmar, including the UWSA, are likely supplying
arms to the PDFs secretly, said another political observer.

“Not only the UWSA, but the Arakan Army and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army are
supporting the PDFs so that the regime is kept busy and can’t attack them. So they will back
the PDFs secretly, but will not support them publicly,” he said.

The UWSP is the fourth EAO to meet the junta leader, following the Restoration Council of
Shan State, the New Mon State Party and the Karen National Union/Karen National
Liberation Army — Peace Council.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-urges-myanmars-most-powerful-ethnic-
army-not-to-supply-arms-to-resistance.html

“Wa” demand for autonomous state agreed in principle: SAC spokesman

PUBLISHED 2 JUNE 2022

The State Administration Council (SAC) has agreed
in principle to accept the demand of the United Wa
State Party (UWSP) to grant them a “Wa” self-
administered state, said SAC spokesperson Major
General Zaw Min Tun.

He made the remark in response to a media
guestion during a press conference of the SAC held
in Nay Pyi Taw on June 1.

“When it comes to the Wa demand, we agree on it in principle,” Zaw Min Tun said.

After a meeting between SAC Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and the UWSP
delegation led by the vice chairman on May 30, the Wa party issued a statement demanding
the establishment of a Wa autonomous state.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun added that the military had already agreed in principle to grant more
rights to Wa as well as other regions and states.

He quoted the constitution as saying that Myanmar is made up of 14 regions and states and
that there are requirements for the establishment of self-administered zones and regions.
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Despite detailed provisions not included in the constitution, such a measure needs to be
taken based on the facts discussed in drafting the constitution, he commented.

“We will adopt a union system based on democracy and federalism. To do so, we know the
charter must be amended. So in principle, our military has agreed on that,” the SAC
spokesperson said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/wa-demand-for-autonomous-state-agreed-in-principle-

sac-spokesman

No matter who is in power, it won’t involve in current affairs to avoid any conflict to
escalate: UWSP

PUBLISHED 1 JUNE 2022 |EMG

The Wa delegation said that no matter who is in
power, neither side would be involved as it did not
want to escalate the conflict.

The statement was made by the Wa delegation
during a meeting with Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, Prime Minister and Chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC).

The statement said that in the current context of the country, the Wa's position is that it is
the affairs of the Burmese, regardless of the government, and that they won’t be involved in
the conflict. More than 70 years after independence, the conflict proves that no
fundamental problem can be resolved by force. It is suitable not only for conflicts with
different ethnic groups, but also for conflicts within the Burmese people. The international
community is trying to resolve the situation in Myanmar, but in the end it will have to rely
on the parties involved in the conflict.

A statement from the Wa delegation said it urges the concerned stakeholders to resolve the
issue as soon as possible through dialogue to avoid the loss of many more valuable lives,
differences in community and ethnic and the act of passing on hatred to the next generation
due to the military conflict.

In addition, there will be no secession from the state and the disintegration of the state. We
will govern ourselves except for national defense and diplomacy. Peace will be maintained
in accordance with the "State-level and Union-level peace agreement" signed with the
government. In accordance with the "General Policy for Political Dialogue" proposed by the
UWSP to the Union Government in the past, we need to establish a Wa National Self-
Administered State on an equal footing with other ethnic states. This is the will of the six
million people in Wa State, it said.

A statement from the Wa delegation said that if an agreement cannot be reached with the
government, both sides need to maintain the status quo and peace should be maintained as
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much as possible to avoid conflicts between the two sides and to facilitate future peace
talks.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/no-matter-who-is-in-power-it-wont-involve-in-current-

affairs-to-avoid-any-conflict-to-escalate

Warships arrive in Kyauk Phyu township as tensions rise in Myanmar's Rakhine state

Residents say a ship and a submarine have docked at a naval base, amid fears of new
clashes with the Arakan Army.

By RFA Burmese Service | 2022.06.02

A submarine arrives in Rakhine state's Kyauk Phyu
township, May 31, 2022. Citizen journalist

Myanmar’s military is sending more troops into
Rakhine state amid fears that an informal ceasefire
with the Arakan Army (AA) is about to collapse.

A submarine arrived at Kyauk Phyu township on
May 31, after sailing through the Bay of Bengal and
traveling up the Than Zit river, according to locals. They said a warship arrived the
following day.

A resident, who declined to be named for safety reasons, told RFA’s Burmese Service the
ship was equipped with heavy artillery and helicopter landing pads.

“The warship is huge,” the resident said. “It docked at Number Three Port in Kyauk Phyu
and | saw soldiers disembark. | don’t know how many there were but | estimate that
hundreds of soldiers were on board.”

The two vessels moved to Number 15 Port at the Thit Pote Taung Naval Base in Kyauk
Phyu after the troops disembarked.

The township is home to one of China’s largest infrastructure projects in Myanmar,
including the Kyauk Phyu Deep Sea Port.

The resident speculated that the troop reinforcements were sent to protect China’s
business interests amid fears of further clashes between the military and the AA.

“There are a lot of Chinese projects here,” the local said. “The construction of deep-sea
ports for docking submarines was also done by Chinese companies. So if the fighting
intensifies | think the military is being deployed to protect China’s economic projects.”

Some locals told RFA they were concerned about being able to get hold of basic supplies
such as rice, cooking oil and salt as a result of the military reinforcement.
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When contacted by RFA, a junta spokesman denied that more troops had arrived on May
31. At a news conference on May 19 he said that the military could not be blamed if
fighting breaks out in Rakhine state.

Military tensions between the military council and the AA have been high since early
May, with locals and Rakhine politicians concerned that fighting will soon intensify.

An NGO which is monitoring the crisis released a report on Wednesday urging both sides
to refrain from fighting. International Crisis Group (ICG) said people in Rakhine state
would suffer if the war between the army and the AA breaks out again.

Renewed clashes could impact 3 million Rakhine residents

The AA began as a resistance group in 2009 and grew into a
powerful ethnic army. It fought a two-year war with
Myanmar’s military, which ended with an informal
ceasefire in November 2020. The ceasefire has still not
been formalized and the AA says it remains committed to
establishing an independent state for ethnic Rakhines.

Clashes between AA fighters and the military in two villages near Paletwa township on
May 26 have raised fears the uneasy truce is about to crumble.

The resumption of full-scale conflict between the military and the Arakan Army could put
the lives of millions of ethnic minority residents of Rakhine State at risk, according to ICG.
It said AA moves to gain territory in the north are likely to affect the lives of as many as 3
million ethnic Rakhines and Rohingyas. ICG senior adviser on Myanmar Tom Kean told
RFA the humanitarian consequences would probably be worse than during the two-year
war.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has invited the AA to join an
alliance of regional armies to fight the military, which IGC said could also lead to an
escalation in violence in Rakhine state.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/warships-06022022102800.html

Number of displaced in Myanmar tops 1 million: UN

By AFP |

Children attend a class in a temporary shelter at a camp
for internally displaced people in Demoso township in
Myanmar's Kayah state in October. Photo: AFP

Post-coup violence has pushed the number of displaced
people in Myanmar over one million for the first time,
the UN has said, warning of 'dire' conditions as the
monsoon approaches and fighting rages.
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Almost 700,000 people have been forced to flee their homes since the toppling of Aung San
Suu Kyi's government last year, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UNOCHA) said on Tuesday.

Civilian militias have formed to fight back against the coup across the country, and the junta
has responded with an onslaught that rights groups say includes razing villages, mass extra-
judicial killings and airstrikes on civilians.

The violence has added to an estimated 346,000 people already displaced before the coup.

That includes those affected by long-running conflicts with ethnic rebel groups along the
Thai and Chinese borders, and Rohingya Muslims forced from their homes during a brutal
2017 crackdown.

More than 12,000 civilian properties are estimated to have been burned or destroyed since
the putsch, UNOCHA said, with the approaching monsoon rains threatening more misery for
those living in displacement camps.

More than 300,000 of those displaced since the coup were from the northwestern Sagaing
region, where fighters clash regularly with junta forces, it added.

It noted that authorities had cut mobile data services across much of Sagaing and
neighbouring Magway -- another hotspot -- and that there were 'restrictions' in place
affecting the transport of rice, medicine and fuel.

'Reports suggest there remains a dire need for health services, food, and relief items and
shelter in these areas,' it said.

Diplomatic efforts to end the crisis are moribund.

A 'consensus' brokered last year by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations aimed at
facilitating dialogue between the military and its opponents and the delivery of
humanitarian aid has been largely ignored by the junta.

In March junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said the military would 'annihilate until the end' its
opponents.

More than 1,800 people have been killed and more than 13,000 arrested in the junta's
crackdown on dissent since the coup, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/number-displaced-myanmar-tops-1-million-un

PMF-run Casinos Threaten Southern Shan State Communities
By SHAN - June 2, 2022

The junta has given the Southern Shan State People’s Militia Force (PMF) the green light to
open a gambling house in Homong, the former headquarters of Khun Sa’s Mong Tai Army.

After the ethnic Chinese drug lord surrendered to the Than Shwe regime in 1996, some of

his soldiers set up the PMF, which is under the Burma Army (BA).
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Gambling at Langkho 17 May to 17 June

A local man told SHAN that the gambling halls approved by
BA and local government in Langkho Township were
opened on 17 May and the Golden Umbrella Hoisting
ceremony is planned until 8 June. The umbrella will be
hoisted on the pagoda in Langkho town during the full
moon.

A male youth from Tar Seik, requesting anonymity, said crime has increased since gambling
started in nearby Tan Sang. He explained that when gamblers lose all their money, they try
to borrow money and when they cannot, some people steal things from houses in the area.

“Many motorbikes and electricity cables have been stolen and cases of domestic violence
have increased...After only one week since the gambling shops opened, some people have
already lost $5,000. If gambling continues, our people will face many problems.”

The Namsang PMF and BA have been operating gambling dens in Namsang Township for
several months.

Locals say the gambling will threaten the social fabric of their communities and weaken
support for resistance groups such as the People’s Defence Forces, which are fighting to
overthrow the dictatorship.
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