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Blast in downtown Yangon kills one man, injures nine

Burned Bodies Found After Myanmar Junta Raid in Sagaing

Locals fear major military assault as junta further cuts off telecommunications access in central
Myanmar

Myanmar Resistance Groups Get Creative to Manufacture Weapons

As donations dry up, some in resistance stake everything to stay in the fight
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Blast in downtown Yangon kills one man, injures nine

Representatives of the civilian National Unity Government denounce the attack and
accuse the military of attempting to ‘misportray’ the resistance movement

Han Thit | Published on May 31, 2022

Passersby attend to wounded individuals after the
explosion on May 31 in downtown Yangon (CJ)

A bomb went off in downtown Yangon on Tuesday
afternoon, killing one man and injuring nine others,
according to the social welfare group that brought
them to the commercial capital’s general hospital.

: The explosion occurred at around 3:30pm near a
crowded bus stop located at the intersection of Anawrahta Rd and 35th St in Kyauktada
Township, eyewitnesses told Myanmar Now.

The identity of the individual who died in the blast had not been confirmed at the time of
reporting.

Around 200 soldiers, police and firemen sealed off the area surrounding the site of the
explosion and carried out searches, one of the eyewitnesses said.

A resident of 35th St told Myanmar Now on Tuesday evening that junta troops had
reportedly found two more bombs and set them off in controlled blasts.

“They were saying there were four bombs. | don’t know how they knew that,” the individual
said. “One of the bombs injured people and two more were blown up by [the military] to
dispose of them. They were looking for one more.”

Soldiers at the scene forced businesses along Anawrahta Rd to shut for the day, closed the
street to traffic, and barred residents from leaving the area, he added.

Two other sources in the neighbourhood confirmed that they had heard two additional loud
blasts before 5pm.

\~

Passersby attend to wounded individuals after the
explosion on May 31 in downtown Yangon (CJ)

Following the military coup in February of last year, the
former capital saw a series of guerrilla attacks against
junta targets, including troops and military-appointed
administrators.

However, at the time of reporting, no urban guerrilla forces had claimed responsibility for
the most recent bombing.

In a statement on Tuesday evening, the defence ministry of the civilian National Unity
Government (NUG) denounced “such a violent attack that targets civilians.”
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Naing Htoo Aung, the ministry’s secretary, told Myanmar Now that no groups operating
under the command of the NUG were responsible for the explosion.

Passersby attend to wounded individuals after the
explosion on May 31 in downtown Yangon (CJ)

“| believe such moves were carried out to perpetuate
misunderstanding between the public and the People’
Defence Force and the NUG,” he said, referring to the
forces making up the administration’s armed wing.

(%]

In his own statement, the NUG’s minister for international cooperation Dr Sasa vowed to
“make sure the perpetrators [were] brought to justice.”

A spokesperson for the NUG’s Yangon Region Command, which has been carrying out
attacks against junta targets, also condemned the incident and said they would retaliate
against those responsible.

“This explosion is a scheme masterminded by the terrorist military council that wants to
misportray our resistance movement,” the command’s spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

As of 6pm on Tuesday, the military had not released any information regarding the
bombing.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/blast-in-downtown-yangon-kills-one-man-injures-

nine

Burned Bodies Found After Myanmar Junta Raid in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 May 2022

Four civilians were found dead after Myanmar’s regime troops raided and torched a village
in Yinmabin Township, an anti-regime stronghold in Sagaing Region.

Lae Ngauk villagers said junta soldiers arrived on Friday and set houses on fire for two days.
The village had 450 houses.

Villagers returned when soldiers left for adjacent Pale Township on Monday and found a
man shot in the head, three burned bodies and around 50 houses torched.

“The legs and hands of the three unidentified burned bodies were tied with cables and they
were found in two burned houses. The victim who was shot in the head was from Myaing
who dug wells in Yinmabin,” Yinmabin Information Group said. “The villagers are still
confirming if others are missing.”

Residents said junta troops looted valuables and food. Three vehicles from the village
monasteries were burned out.

Yinmabin is known for its resistance to the regime. Soldiers raid the township frequently and
thousands of civilians have fled. During May nearly 200 houses were burned down.
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The United Nations refugee agency, the UNHCR, estimated that Sagaing Region has the
highest number of displaced civilians since the 2021 coup, with an estimated 240,600.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/burned-bodies-found-after-myanmar-junta-raid-

in-sagaing.html

Locals fear major military assault as junta further cuts off telecommunications access in
central Myanmar

The phone and internet blackout coincides with the arrival of troop reinforcements and
increased military movements through Sagaing and Magway

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on May 31, 2022

Residents of rural Sagaing display a banner on May 30
declaring that internet and phone services can be cut
“but not our revolutionary spirit,” alongside flags
representing the resistance (CJ)

The military expanded a recent communications
blackout in parts of Sagaing Region to six more
townships—including four in neighbouring Magway—
on Sunday, cutting off phone and internet services to known resistance strongholds.

Residents of eight Sagaing Region townships—Kanbalu, Kani, Khin-U, Kyunhla, Monywa,
Pale, Ye-U and Yinmabin—saw landline and mobile phone services disrupted on May 24,
and feared that the move could precede a major military operation in the region.

The cuts were expanded this week to Salingyi and Taze in Sagaing, as well as Gangaw,
Myaing, Pauk and Yesagyo townships in Magway, according to local sources.

The military has been raiding and burning villages in the affected townships, an officer in the
Monywa chapter of the anti-junta People’s Defence Force (PDF) said, noting that he was
only able to speak with Myanmar Now because he had relocated outside of the area
affected by the cuts.

“You can still access the internet in some places in Salingyi, but they’re also torching some
villages in the area that has had the communications cut off,” he explained. “We don’t know
the number of casualties or the extent of the damage yet. However, we do know that
they’re sending more reinforcements.”

Junta helicopters had been seen landing within the Northwestern Regional Command’s base
in Monywa, he added, presumably bringing more soldiers to the area.

Some 130 trucks typically used to transport troops were also seen leaving the regional
command base on May 27, the PDF officer said, speculating that a military offensive may be
soon launched in the townships of Kani, Pale and Yinmabin.
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“All of those trucks were covered in tarps, so we don’t know how many soldiers they were
carrying,” the PDF officer told Myanmar Now.

Another local man in Monywa said that the convoy in question had arrived in Pale at the
time of reporting.

Amid the shift in troop movements, he maintained that no phone or internet services were
available on the western shore of the Chindwin River in Kani, Pale, Salingyi and Yinmabin
townships, but that there had been occasional access from two telecommunications
providers—QOoredoo and Telenor—in some other parts of Sagaing.

“You can still access the internet in some places in Monywa but calls never go through and
even if they do, we aren’t able to hear the person on the other line,” he said, adding that
telephone lines remained “quite unstable.”

He noted that none of the service providers had notified the public of the communication
blackouts in advance.

Another convoy of 200 military trucks was seen by locals travelling along the Monywa-
Pathein highway on Monday evening, reportedly assaulting villages and burning homes
along the route.

Meanwhile, the junta forces’ presence around Salingyi has recently increased. The township
is the site of the China-backed Letpadaung and S&K copper mines—projects that resistance
forces have demanded be halted. The military has been assaulting villages near the mines,
causing locals to flee; two displaced men were recently found murdered after being
abducted by Myanmar army troops occupying the area.

On Monday evening, phone service was reportedly restored to parts of Salingyi, as well as
Pauk.

Myanmar Now remains unable to obtain comment from locals in most of the affected
townships due to the communications blackout.

The junta has not released any statement addressing the cuts to phone and internet service
in Sagaing and Magway.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/locals-fear-major-military-assault-as-junta-
further-cuts-off-telecommunications-access-in

Myanmar Resistance Groups Get Creative to Manufacture Weapons
By NORA AUNG |31 May 2022

When protesters took to the streets of Myanmar to oppose the junta that seized power in a
coup last year, none of them will have thought that they might be taking up arms a few
months later, or making their own weapons and putting their lives at risk.
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In the first weeks after the coup, the protests were not only peaceful but also creative and
artistic. The world was impressed with the creative way Myanmar’s young people
demonstrated against the military regime. But once the junta launched its brutal and lethal
crackdowns in March 2021, the protests transformed into a resistance movement and much
blood was shed nationwide. Now Myanmar’s Spring Revolution has evolved to the next
level: a radical revolution.

After watching hundreds of their fellow demonstrators killed in execution-style shootings
and realizing that no international help would be coming, determined anti-regime
protesters decided to take up arms to shield civilians from junta forces and to bring down
the regime.

In late March, they began to form armed resistance groups, which would later become
collectively known as the People’s Defense Forces (PDF). Some joined the battle-hardened
ethnic armed organizations (EAO), which have being fighting the Myanmar military for
decades in the borderlands.

But obtaining weapons isn’t easy for resistance fighters, especially those operating in
Sagaing and Magwe regions, which are far away from the borderlands where military-grade
weapons are either imported or made in EAO-run factories. The price of a weapon doubles
or triples by the time it arrives in inland Myanmar, according to local resistance groups.

Struggling to get arms, PDFs started making their own weapons, an unprecedented move in
the country’s recent history.

Ko Kyaw Htin, an IT engineer graduate who formed the Yinmabin People’s Defense Army
(PDA) with friends in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township, is among them.

Yinmabin People’s Defense Army fighter/
Yinmabin People’s Defense Army (Photo:
Supplied)

Formed in late March last year, the Yinmabin
PDA were armed initially only with homemade
rifles with which to counter the brutal junta
troops raiding their villages. The regime forces
are armed with assault rifles, machine guns,
artillery, helicopters and jets. So the outgunned PDFs started making improvised explosive
devices (IED).

“When we began, homemade percussion lock firearms were the best we had,” said Ko
Phoenix, a member of the Yoma Fighter resistance force in Sagaing’s Yinmabin Township.

Phoenix is a former teacher who left his job to take part in the peaceful Civil Disobedience
Movement and to join anti-coup protests. However, the junta’s brutal killings led him to join
the armed struggle.

Producing explosive devices
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Using YouTube and sharing knowledge between themselves, the revolutionary groups went
from making rudimentary rifles to producing bombs and mines to ambush junta convoys,
said Ko Phoenix.

Using iron pipes, lead and gunpowder, the groups employ any raw materials available to
produce weapons, ammunition and |EDs, he added.

Since last December, the junta has imposed restrictions on the transportation of iron and
even the tools used to dig wells, said Ko Phoenix. Despite that, the revolutionary fighters
have found other ways to obtain raw materials, and one of those is toppling military-owned
Mytel telecom masts and reusing the metal in them.

“Mines are the most effective weapons because we have only homemade guns that make it
difficult to compete with regime forces”, said Phoenix.

Resistance forces in others parts of the country also depend on IEDs in their guerrilla
warfare against junta convoys and bases, and they have inflicted heavy losses on regime
forces.

In one instance, resistance groups in Chin State repeatedly ambushed a regime convoy
comprising over 70 vehicles, including two tanks, with mines and inflicted heavy casualties.
The convoy was traveling from Matupi to Mindat in Chin, a trip that normally takes less than
a day. But the ambushes ensured that the convoy took over ten days to complete the
journey.

Over time, the PDFs began to produce more sophisticated weapons such as mortars, home-
made rocket systems and a range of small arms, enabling them to combat junta forces,
despite the regime’s use of airstrikes from jets.

Ko Kyaw Htin’s Yinmabin PDA invented a long-range artillery system that has a range of
around nine miles. The group used the weapon in fighting in Sagaing’s Kani Township on
May 12.

“Our artillery targeted a bunker and killed about 10 regime soldiers including a major. We
suffered no casualties and were able to withdraw successfully when a jet fighter came,” said
Ko Kyaw Htin.

Sub-machine guns

At the end of 2021, defectors from the military, including weapon experts, organized the
People Soldier’s Production Team to produce arms for PDFs lacking proper weapons.

“At first, we thought that weapons could be easily bought, but that didn’t happen. So
military engineer experts started to design weapons,” said former army captain Nyi Thuta,
who defected from his unit right after the coup and who is the spokesperson for the People
Soldiers’ Production Team.

The team launched the SR-1 Sub Machine Gun [SR stands for Spring Revolution] on their
Facebook page on May 13. The SR-1 gun uses 9 x 19 mm bullets and is as effective as the
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renowned Uzi sub-machine gun. Currently, the SR-1 guns are intended for resistance
fighters in Sagaing Region.

“SR-1 is a military-grade weapon and if we can produce 300,000 to 500,000 SR-1 sub-
machine guns, it will be a big game changer and the revolution will finish quickly,” Nyi Thuta
said.

Drone attacks

Resistance forces have also adapted drones made for cameras to carry bombs that can
target junta bases. A video went viral on social media showing the Federal Wings resistance
group, which operates in an undisclosed area, testing high-explosive bombs attached to
large drones.

The project took a couple of months to develop, according to Federal Wings. However,
drones are expensive and so production remains limited. Each drone costs from three
million kyats [around US$1,600] to 30 million kyats [US$16,000], while the bombs they carry
cost around 100,000 kyats.

Currently, PDFs rely on donations from within their communities and money made from
selling their own property to fund the manufacture of weapons. All the groups say a lack of
finance is their biggest problem.

“We have the technology. If we had a bigger budget, we could produce enough weapons,”
said resistance fighter Ko Phoenix, whose Yoma Fighter group is also making mortars.

But due to their limited funds, Ko Phoenix said they can only arm around 20 per cent of their
fighters. Yinmabin PDA has only equipped around half of its fighters.

“It is hard when we don’t have the financial backing. | want the National Unity Government
(NUG) and donors to know that groups active on the ground require support. But now we
are mostly excluded from that,” said Ko Kyaw Htin.

High explosive bombs attached to large drones
adapted by Federal Wings resistance group.

The NUG’s defence ministry said it has between
80,000 and 100,000 PDF troops under its
command and spends 80 per cent of its budget on
supporting them but “can’t fully cover them all”.

U Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary at the NUG’s defense ministry, told The Irrawaddy
recently that the NUG fully intends to support resistance fighters but logistics issues and
other obstacles were delaying its efforts. He added that the ministry has a separate unit for
weapons production and provided financial, material and technical assistance for PDFs. But,
for security reasons, he didn’t disclose details of arms production.

Earlier this month, NUG defense minister U Yee Mon urged the West to arm the PDFs in the
same way that they are supporting Ukraine in its fight against Russia. That request came
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eight months after the NUG officially declared a defensive war to topple the regime last
September.

“The people of Ukraine and Myanmar’s pro-democracy militias are all fighting for freedom
and giving their lives, but those taking on Myanmar’s well-equipped army need more than
international solidarity,” U Yee Mon told Reuters. “With that support, we will be able to end
the revolution sooner, minimizing the loss of people and property,” he added.

But rather than wait for the West to respond, resistance groups are finding their own ways
to finance themselves and produce weapons.

24-year-old Ko Aung San Htay, a leader of arms
production in a Pale Township, Sagaing Region
resistance group whjo was killed after sustaining
serious injuries in testing.

Sacrifices to get weapons

Weapons production often carries great risks for
revolutionary fighters. Former army captain Nyi
Thuta told The Irrawaddy that manufacturing weapons was risky due to the lack of military-
grade materials and technology, as well as a lack of experience in making arms.

SR

24-year-old Ko Aung San Htay, a leader of an arms production team for his local PDF in
Sagaing’s Pale Township, was injured while testing a locally-produced heavy weapon. The
video of the test went viral online and he died one month later from the injuries he
sustained.

In Yinmabin Township alone, around 40 resistance fighters have died and over 100 have
been injured testing homemade weapons, according to the Yoma Fighter group. Of those
killed, around ten were blown up.

However, faced with near-daily offensives by junta forces, PDFs continue to produce
weapons to make up for the supply shortages, despite the risks involved.

“When | asked why they [PDFs] are eager to manufacture weapons in this risky way, they
replied that if they didn’t hundreds or thousands of our people will be killed,” said Nyi
Thuta.

Ko Kyaw Htin said the resistance fighters are determined to pay any price to continue to
wage their armed struggle.

“We won’t let the regime enslave us. We will overcome any difficulties and continue to fight
until the end,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-groups-get-creative-to-
manufacture-weapons.html
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As donations dry up, some in resistance stake everything to stay in the fight

Donor fatigue and skyrocketing weapons prices are forcing some regime opponents to sell
off their own property just to survive

Nway Hline | Published on May 31, 2022

A PDF fighter in Kayah State’s Demoso Township holds a
handmade rifle (KPDF Demoso)

As Myanmar’s struggle to end military rule turns into a
war of attrition, some in the armed resistance movement
are beginning to wonder how much longer they can last.

Increasingly, members of donor-funded groups fighting
on the frontlines say that they have been reduced to selling off their own property just to
have something to fight with.

“Some of us have had to sell our cars, our houses, or even our parents’ land. After we buy
weapons, we are left with barely enough to eat,” said one resistance fighter from Kani
Township in Sagaing Region.

“We’re burning out. If the situation doesn't change soon, | don’t see how we will be able to
continue,” he added.

Although a decline in donations due to Myanmar’s worsening economic situation is a
problem affecting all of the many armed groups that have emerged over the past year,
some have been harder hit than others.

Some of us have had to sell our cars, our houses, or even our parents’ land. After we buy
weapons, we are left with barely enough to eat

Groups that operate on a small scale and that are only loosely associated with the People’s
Defence Force (PDF) established by the shadow National Unity Government (NUG) find it
especially difficult to finance their activities.

“It’s difficult for us to form full battalions here, and people don’t want to support us unless
we have at least one battalion,” said a member of another group in Sagaing.

As for his group’s place in the broader struggle, he insisted that he and his comrades are
completely on board with the NUG’s efforts to spearhead the anti-regime movement.

“Although we are not directly under the command of the NUG, we will follow the
revolutionary path that they have established,” he said.

To make up for its lack of funding, some of the group’s members have also become its
benefactors, contributing as much money as they can from the sale of land and other
property, he added.

High prices
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Weapons are the single greatest expense facing Myanmar’s resistance forces, and sourcing
them has only gotten more difficult since the fighting began.

Most weapons are purchased on the black market, and smuggling them into conflict zones is
now more of a challenge than ever. But as with most things, they are still available to those
willing to pay the price.

An AK-47 assault rifle that cost around 2m kyat (just over $1,000) a year ago now sells for
four times that amount, according to sources familiar with the situation. In some areas, such
as Yinmabin Township in southern Sagaing Region, the same guns can fetch as much as 12m
kyat, the sources said.

Recent recruits to an armed resistance group in
Sagaing Region attend a basic-training graduation
ceremony in February (Hero Tiger Force)

Driving this steep rise in prices is high demand, which
has been fuelled by the spread of conflict to areas

] beyond those controlled by ethnic armed

N organizations (EAOs).

e et Y T T

“In the past, only the EAOs used to buy weapons, but now there are groups all over the
country that want them, and the arms brokers are taking advantage of this situation,” said a
member of a group based in Mandalay.

For those who can’t afford to pay ever-rising prices for weapons, handmade rifles are the
only real alternative, and using them sometimes comes at an even higher cost.

“People occasionally get injured by guns that weren’t made in a proper factory. Some have
even had to pay with their lives,” said Thaw Zin, the vice-chair of a Sagaing-based group.

There are also other non-monetary costs that come with trying to maintain one’s
commitment to the cause. One is the extreme strain that it can place on family
relationships.

Thaw Zin said that his parents only reluctantly parted with some property that they had to
sell in order to send him money.

“They felt terrible about having to sell off a lot that they saved up for years to buy, but in
the end they did it because they knew their son’s life would be at risk without weapons,” he
said.

Not all parents are so understanding, however. Some have even disowned children for
selling family land without seeking their permission first, according to resistance sources
who say they have encountered a number of such situations.

They felt terrible about having to sell off a lot that they saved up for years to buy, but in
the end they did it because they knew their son’s life would be at risk without weapons

Public support
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But it is still the support of the general public that matters most to keeping the armed
struggle against military rule alive. And here, too, there are signs that the current situation
may not be sustainable.

While economic pressures are a very real factor in deciding how much people are willing to
give, there is also a growing sense that some donors are simply no longer convinced that all
the sacrifices are worth it.

“l would say that the majority of the urban population don’t have our backs anymore,” said
one Mandalay-based activist.

The greatest loss of support appears to be among those who have the most to give, but who
also feel that they have too much to lose if they are caught financing anti-junta “terrorist”
groups.

“The big business owners don’t dare to donate as they don’t want to harm their own
businesses,” the Mandalay activist said, adding that he still gives 300,000 kyat ($160) a
month to help finance resistance activities.

“Fear is slowly soaking into the minds of the public, 80% of whom would hesitate to donate
if they thought it would harm their business,” said another individual who has continued to
make monthly donations.

While smaller groups are seeing the greatest impact from waning support, the NUG has not
been entirely spared.

Although its fundraising efforts have enjoyed considerable success so far, the NUG is facing
growing criticism over its failure to provide sufficient weapons to those risking their lives to
restore democracy in Myanmar.

What this will mean for the armed resistance movement remains to be seen, but as the
junta shows no signs of relenting in its determination to crush its opponents at all costs,
time is not on the side of those still struggling just to find guns.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-donations-dry-up-some-in-resistance-stake-
everything-to-stay-in-the-fight

Civil Disobedient Movement Education Employees Refuse State Administration Council’s
Invitation to Rejoin Department

The Myawaddy Department of Education in Karen State, under the control of the military-
appointed State Administration Council, requested teachers opposed to the coup to
return to work.

Karen News | 31 May 2022

The employees, members of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) have instead
continued to show their opposition to the coup and instead cooperated with the interim
education program run by the National Unity Government (NUG).
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Despite the State Military Council’s deadline of May 31st for
education staff absent from duties to return to their positions
at the Department of Education, most CDM members are
reluctant to return.

A CDM education worker, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, said, “Before the coup, there were around 1,000 education staff. Even when the
village schools were previously recruiting teachers, there were never enough teachers to
teach. Whether they do the elections or open schools, there is no way they can operate.
They only open schools in the cities for show. CDM education staff are now working with
the NUG’s interim education programs.”

A CDM member said most [CDM] education employees do not trust the military council’s
invitation to return to work and said some staff only went back after threats were made to
their family.

The CDM member said, “We don’t want to return to the department. They have no power
to reopen the school. They are trying to convince us or threaten us. No one believes them,
they (the military council) are arresting people because of d reports made by Ma Ba Tha and
pro-military supporters. Teachers who returned to their positions did so because of threats
to their families.”

In opposition to the military coup, around 500 CDMs members from
the Department of Forestry, Department of Health, Department of
Education, Department of Administration, and other departments
took part in a strike in Myawaddy Township. According to the Ministry
of Education, there were more than 300 CDM of its staff.

More than a year after the military coup, the NUG government started
interim education programs in liberated areas under the control of
Ethnic Armed Organization and by the People’s Defense Forces. The
NUG is also working with students and CDM education staff in the liberated areas to reopen
local schools under the Karen Education and Culture Department of Karen National Union.

Prior to the military coup, the Department of Education had 16,604 staff members in Karen
State, and 4,428 joined the CDM strike in opposition to the military coup.

Many education staff involved in the CDM movement were given termination letters,
warning letters for non-repayment of loans and arrest warrants for alleged breaches of
various law by the State Administration Council ‘s Education Department. Around 300
people returned to the department after signing confessions after threats were made to
their families.

Local CDM education staff aid workers said the military-appointed State Administration
Council have arrested more than 30 CDM education staff.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/civil-disobedient-movement-education-employees-refuse-
state-administration-councils-invitation-to-rejoin-department/
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NUG Introducing Online Classes In Kachin State
KNG | 31st May 2022

Teachers in Kachin State who have joined
the civil disobedience movement (CDM)
against the military regime will provide
online courses under Burma’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG), formed
in part by lawmakers expelled during the
coup more than fifteen months ago.

. 3 “The children have not been able to study
for two years. Under NUG’s directive, the education board of Myitkyina Township is
planning to introduce online courses for students,” said an official who requested
anonymity.

Plans to get the kids back to class was announced as the regime is making arrangements for
schools under its control to open on 2 June. Parents in Myitkyina Township have until 12
June to register their children for the NUG’s online classes for kindergarten to grade 10.

The source said teachers will follow a curriculum provided by NUG’s Ministry of Education.
CDM teachers from other townships in Kachin State will use the same material for their
online classes.

Classes start with students up to middle school before resuming high school classes. As in
regular school, they’ll be two six-month semesters, with monthly tests and final exams at
the end of each semester. Students will receive their grades twice a year.

Some parents have stated that they will send their children to government schools because
they do not have access to the internet. According to NUG, there’s plans to introduce an
alternative for students who cannot learn online, but the details have not yet been
announced.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/31/nug-introducing-online-classes-in-kachin-state/

Burma Army and its BGF Militia Finally Release Civilian Hostages Used as Human Shields

Retreating Border Guard Force militia released more than 90 civilian human shields they
had been using as human shields. The BGF, based at a Burma Army camp set up in Lay Kay
village, Bilin Township, Thaton District, Karen State. The villagers were released on May
21st as BGF troops left the camp.

Karen News| 31 May 2022

A villager told Karen News, BGF released the civilian hostages at the same time the BGF left
Lay Kay camp.
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The villagers told Karen News. “People from Kyauk Pya village arrested and held in Lay Kay,
have now been released. General Maung Chit’s group [the BGF] sent the local people back
to their village. The BGFs are no longer in the Lay Kay camp. After they left, the KNU
reopened the roads, and villagers have returned to their villages.”

Photo: CJ
On May 5 when the BGF joined forces with the Burma Army
100 local civilians were taken hostage and used as human

shields. The BGF soldiers used the villagers as human shields
against attacks as they travelled to the camp.

Even though some villagers paid to be released, most were held captive at Lay Kay camp for
more than three weeks before being freed.

After the retreat of the BGF, displaced people from Lay Kay village and nearby villages have
started to return to their villages. But many are still left without accommodation as their
homes were destroyed by the military council’s bombing.

Villagers said it is still a concern that the Burma Army soldiers are still using Lay Kay as a
camp.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/burma-army-and-its-bgf-militia-finally-release-civilian-
hostages-used-as-human-shields/

Karen army prepares for clashes as junta-allied forces close in on base near Thai border

The Myanmar military-backed Border Guard Force is increasing its operations in
Myawaddy Township around the Thay Baw Boe base, recently seized by the KNLA

Linn Htin | Published on May 31, 2022
KNLA troops pictured in April (KNU)

The Karen National Union (KNU) is anticipating
further battles in Karen State’s Myawaddy
Township—which borders Thailand—after a large
column of troops from the military-backed Border
Guard Force (BGF) reportedly entered the region in
recent days.

~ 2 "‘.g."
KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Myanmar Now that the BGF soldiers were
operating south of Myawaddy’s administrative centre and near the town of Lay Kay Kaw,
and that their exact numbers were unconfirmed.

“We are taking great caution in handling this. We are also going to practise the right to
defend ourselves to the fullest,” he said.
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A significant number of BGF troops reportedly withdrew recently from Karen State’s
Mutraw District—controlled by Brigade 5 of the KNU’s armed wing, the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA)—and Mon State’s Bilin Township, where the KNLA's Brigade 1 holds
territory.

Those soldiers may be among those now gathering in Myawaddy, according another source
within the KNU recently told the organisation’s Mutraw News.

Karen State-based media outlet KIC reported that since May 20, the military had been
sending reinforcements to the BGF post in Myawaddy’s Hpa Lu Gyi village. The movements
were seen as preparation by the junta to regain control of another Myawaddy Township
base, Thay Baw Boe, some 40km southeast of Lay Kay Kaw.

Thay Baw Boe has been held by Brigade 6 of the KNLA since they seized it from the military
on May 18 accompanied by the allied Cobra Column guerrilla force.

Five junta soldiers, including the base’s deputy commander, were killed in the joint attack
on the site.

A Cobra Column information officer speculated that the Myanmar army had opted to send
BGF troops, who have better geographic knowledge of the area, to try to seize Thay Baw
Boe on their behalf.

“It is already expected that they will try to reclaim control of the base,” he said.

The BGF had been seen operating around the villages of Mei Htaw Tha Lay, Htee Mei Wah
Khee and Hpa Lu Gyi in the Lay Kay Kaw area, he said.

Tensions have been high in Myawaddy Township since March 7, when the KNU ordered
junta forces to leave the town of Lay Kay Kaw within three days so that civilians could return
to the area after being displaced by an earlier military offensive last December.

Since then, fighting has broken out in the township almost daily.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karen-army-prepares-for-clashes-as-junta-allied-
forces-close-in-on-base-near-thai-border

Myanmar’s military tightens security, intensifies activity in Rakhine as tensions grow

Large quantities of weapons and other military supplies have arrived in the state by air
and sea in recent days, residents say

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 31, 2022

Myanmar’s military appears to be stepping up its activities in northern Rakhine State amid
recent tensions with the Arakan Army (AA), according to residents.

On Monday, a military marine vessel was seen at the Ah Ngu Maw port in Rathedaung
Township with a shipment of what was believed to be weapons and other military supplies.
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A military marine vessel is unloaded at the Ah
Ngu Maw port in Rathedaung Township on May
30 (Myanmar Now)

7

Photos received by Myanmar Now show the
boat’s cargo being loaded onto trucks for
transport to an unknown location.

Two days earlier, a similar scene was witnessed
in the state capital Sittwe, where two military
cargo planes had arrived at the city’s airport in the morning.

“The first one came at around 9am and we heard that it was carrying a large amount of
supplies, and the other one came at around 11am. They were both huge cargo aircraft,” said
a source who watched as the contents of the planes were transferred to trucks that had
been parked nearby.

“There were two or three trucks and 20 to 30 soldiers provided security,” the source said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Meanwhile, there were also reports that the military has been conducting more thorough
searches at checkpoints throughout the northern part of the state in recent days, including
at almost every checkpoint along the Sittwe-Yangon highway.

Additional troops have also been stationed at the Sai Din bridge, which connects Buthidaung
and Rathedaung townships, residents of the area said.

The bridge is currently open for use by civilians only from 7am to 5pm, according to a man
who lives in the nearby village of Hpon Nyo Leik.

“They’re also checking motorcycle storage compartments and asking for ID cards, which
they seldom did before. And there are now around 70 soldiers stationed there, not 40, as
before,” said the man, who did not want to be identified.

Limiting access to the bridge, which is used regularly by residents of nine villages, has
hampered the local economy, according to people living in the area.

“The situation is calm at the moment, but the military has sent more reinforcements. The
tensions here between the two armed groups is making it more difficult for us to work,” said
one local villager.

Rakhine State has been tense since last November, when the AA and the military clashed for
the first time in a year. The two sides have exchanged fire on several occasions since then.

Earlier this month, a military spokesperson said the Myanmar army was “holding back” in
the state in order to prevent unrest, days after the AA issued a warning that fighting could
break out again at any time.

The military has also issued a curfew in southern Chin State’s Paletwa Township, across the
border from Rakhine, following a clash with the AA on May 26.
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PNO/PNA Steps Up Forced Recruitment In Taunggyi District
By SHAN - May 31, 2022

The Pa’O National Organisation, which has transformed its Pa’O National Army into a
regime-controlled People’s Militia Force (PMF), is forcibly recruiting Shan youth from
Taunggyi District in southern Shan State.

The PMF summoned village leaders from Hsihseng and Hopong townships in Pa’O Self-
administered Zone and asked them to provide either a man or a woman for basic military
training.

It told 33 villages in Hseng Lae village tract, Hsihseng Township, to compile a list of able-
bodied persons and for each village to pay the PMF $16 and a basket of rice. An anonymous
source from Hseng Lae told SHAN that village leaders have until 16 June to submit a list,
fearing that Pa’O soldiers will otherwise abduct youths from their homes. The man learned
that new recruits are expected to complete at least nine days of military training.

Check point at 4 mile Taunggyi capital of Shan
State

At a meeting in Hsihseng Township, the PMF told
the leaders to provide around 20 youths from
each village. "They aren’t taking youths living
along the eastern vehicle road. They mainly
recruit Shan youths from the western vehicle
road,” one man told SHAN, asking that his name
be kept secret.

Others told SHAN that the PMF is also recruiting
youths from Yan Kin, Loi Oun and Ganai Htong in Hopong Township.

“They’ve abducted 13 youths from Yan Kin village near Hopong town. In some villages, the
youths are drawn by lot to decide whether they must attend military training. They’ve
recruited both Pa’O and Shan youths,” a youth from Hopong told SHAN on condition of
anonymity. He said that all those recruited are at least 18 years old and that they’re taking
women as well as men.

For communities that have suffered from the pandemic and the dictatorship, losing their
sons and daughters at this time of economic instability is particularly difficult. Many young
people wanting to escape the forced recruitment have already fled to Thailand.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25012
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Refugees displaced by conflict in Myanmar now more than 1 million

The grim milestone comes as aid groups warn of dire food shortages with the monsoon
season underway.

2022.05.31

Refugees displaced by conflict in Kayah
state’s Phruso township, Feb. 16, 2022.
Refugee Assistance Committee of Western
Phruso Township

The number of internally displaced
persons (IDPs) in Myanmar has surpassed
1 million people for the first time in the

: nation’s history, including nearly 700,000
forced to flee conflict and msecurlty since the military’s coup in February 2021, according
to a new report by the United Nations.

In an update published on Tuesday, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said that the new estimate of IDPs fleeing fighting between
the military and ethnic armies or anti-junta paramilitaries includes around 346,000
internal refugees displaced mainly in Rakhine, Kachin, Chin and Shan states by conflict
prior to the coup.

“During the reporting period, various parts of Myanmar have witnessed an escalation in
fighting, further entrenching the already fragile humanitarian situation,” the agency said
in a statement.

“The impact on civilians is worsening daily with frequent indiscriminate attacks and
incidents involving explosive hazards, including landmines and explosive remnants of

n”

war.

According to OCHA'’s findings, thousands of IDPs who have already fled their homes are
being forced to move for a second or third time, while more than 40,000 people have
crossed borders into neighboring countries since the coup. It counted nearly 13,000
civilian properties as having been destroyed in the fighting, which it said will complicated
the return of refugees, even if the situation improves.

“Consequently, complex needs are surfacing, requiring immediate humanitarian
responses to save lives and protect those affected, supporting them to live in dignified
conditions,” it said.

Adding to the threat of violence, OCHA said that thousands in Myanmar have been hit by
the increasing cost of essential commodities, such as food and fuel, noting that on
average the price of diesel in mid-April 2022 was nearly 2.5 times higher than it was in
February last year.
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“This inflation has affected people’s purchasing power and is starting to impact on the
work of several clusters, particularly food security and shelter, who depend on
commodities to implement their humanitarian programming,” OCHA said.

To make matters worse, coastal areas of Myanmar — including Rakhine, Kayin, Kachin
and Shan states — have been battered by strong storms and heavy rain since April,
destroying civilian structures and compounding the vulnerabilities of IDPs in
displacement sites.

OCHA said that while by the end of the first quarter of 2022, 2.6 million people — or
some 41% of those targeted in this year’s Humanitarian Response Plan — had been
provided assistance, the funding situation for the plan is now “dire” and currently around
U.S. $740 million short of its goal.

“The consequences will be grave if this level of underfunding continues in the remainder
of 2022,” it said.

“Humanitarian partners will be forced to cut back on their support at a time when this
assistance is needed the most, particularly as the monsoon season is just getting
underway.”

.:l A child refugee suffering from diarrhea in Sagaing
/ & region's Southern Kalemyo township, May 6, 2022.
Credit: Citizen journalistNationwide hardships for
IDPs

OCHA’s update came as IDPs and aid workers told
b RFA’s Burmese Service that those displaced by
conflict in Myanmar are facmg severe hardship in securing food, shelter and healthcare
as the monsoon season begins. They said that while local and international humanitarian
organizations have been made aware of the needs, transportation complications —
largely due to weather or conflict — have made it nearly impossible for aid to be
delivered.

A resident of Salingyi township in war-torn Sagaing region told RFA that IDPs are facing an
increasing number of life-threatening ilinesses because of a lack of access to basic
supplies and medical care.

“We are currently facing a shortage of food and tarps for shelter, as well as health
problems,” said the resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal.

“It is the rainy season now and we are afraid of malaria, as we are living in the forests.”

The junta’s Health Ministry recently said it had recorded 1,516 cases of dengue fever
leading to two deaths in Myanmar in the nearly five months from January to May 20,
adding that it expects a significant increase in cases this year.

An aid worker in Sagaing’s Debayin township, who also declined to be named, described
the plight of refugees as “serious” — mostly due to worsening food shortages.
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“We don’t have much rice or cooking oil. [The military] set fire to everything,” they said.

“With a couple of thousand to feed, we do not have enough supplies. We just must share
what we have.”

In Kayah state’s Phruso township, where clashes continue to occur frequently, an aid
worker said that road closures due to weather have left more than 6,000 refugees
dangerously short of food.

“It was difficult even during the summer, and now we’re having transportation
problems,” they said.

“We can’t use the main road [due to fighting] and the roads we are using now are very
bad. When it rains continuously, the cars can slip off the road. It happens a lot with
vehicles delivering food.”

Landslides and floods in Chin state’s Mindat township have also made travel difficult,
residents said. Nonetheless, sources in the area told RFA that the military has continued
operations in the area, ignoring the growing number of refugees.

Junta deputy information minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, assured RFA that the
authorities “are taking full responsibilities for delivering aid” when asked about the
situation on Tuesday but blamed slow distribution on the need to “inspect” donations.

“We could deliver aid to those in need in time, but ... any aid coming to the country must
go through ruling government agencies or groups that are sanctioned by the government
to operate,” he said, referring to the junta.

“The complaints [about delayed distribution] come from groups that want to skirt the
regulations,” he added, without providing details.

The decision to send international assistance to Myanmar through the junta was made at
a May 6 meeting on the country’s humanitarian crisis by the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Cambodia.

In the meantime, Win Myat Aye, the minister of humanitarian and disaster management
for the shadow National Unity Govrenment (NUG), said the NUG is coordinating its own
assistance for refugees, including food and healthcare.

“There are more than 600,000 IDPs [since the coup] and we are trying to find ways to
prevent any further increase in that number,” he said.

Refugees in Kayin state's Bilin township, May 5,
2022. Credit: Karen Information Center

“Our Ministry of Health has certain connections
that allow us to fight seasonal diseases. We also
are collaborating with mobile health teams in
some areas. ... We are doing whatever we can to
provide immediate humanitarian assistance to
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[refugees] as soon as we have the required information.”
International aid distribution

On Monday, the NUG, along with the Karen National Union (KNU), Karenni National
Progressive Party (KNPP), and the Chin National Front (CNF) ethnic parties, issued a joint
statement calling on ASEAN and the United Nations to refrain from sending humanitarian
assistance for war refugees through the junta, saying that doing so would recognize the
legitimacy of an illegal government and prevent aid from reaching those most in need.

The groups said that it is inappropriate to work with the junta to distribute aid, given the
military’s responsibility for conflict and loss of lives in Sagaing, Kayin, Kayah and Chin, and
warned that fighting could intensify in the regions if the junta uses the cover of
humanitarian work to replenish the strength of the military’s frontline bases.

Padoh Saw Tawney, KNU foreign affairs officer, said he believes the junta deliberately
ordered the international community to hand over aid as part of a bid to earn legitimacy.

“If they want to go ahead with this plan, it will be very difficult for us to accept it, and if
we try to stop it, we will be seen as the bad guys,” he said.

“It’s clear that this plan will be used politically. That’s why we want [the international
community] to review the situation and the program.”

Monday’s joint statement criticized the ASEAN Center for Humanitarian Aid and OCHA for
announcing the plan to distribute aid to Myanmar through the junta without consulting
with all stakeholders in the four regions, saying that it is unlikely to reach many of the
country’s IDPs.

It also called on ASEAN, the U.N. and international donors to ensure that the junta does
not interfere in the distribution of humanitarian assistance, to push for discussions on a
ceasefire agreement, and to request the formation of a third-party monitoring group.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/idps-05312022182941 .html

SNLD says it will fight all dictators

By Mizzima |

The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD)
political party will stand up for the rule of law,
justice and fight against all dictators, said the party
at the SNLD Annual Congress.

The Congress took place in Taunggyi District,
southern Shan State on 26 and 27 May. The party
released a statement after the end of the Congress.
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“We say we must stand for justice and must fight to eradicate the dictator. We don’t just
mean the military dictator, but all dictators who act like terrorists in our country. For
example, if a future civilian-led government acts like terrorists we will fight them too”, said
Sai Kyaw Nyunt, the SNLD’s joint Secretary (1).

The statement had eight points including points covering the current political process,
federal constitutional issues, educational reform and ways to overthrow the military
dictatorship.

During the Congress the SNLD said it would cooperate with other organisations to
encourage national unity and end ongoing conflicts in Shan State and across the country.

The SNLD also stated that it has no connections with the Military Council and it often holds
informal meetings revolutionary groups.

“We don’t have any contact with the military council. But we have informal meetings with
revolutionary groups who are fighting for Democracy”, said Sai Kyaw Nyunt.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/snld-says-it-will-fight-all-dictators

How Myanmar’s Junta Chief Grabbed His ‘Other’ Inya Lake Home
By AGGA AUNG | 31 May 2022

When it comes to the subject of where Min Aung Hlaing resides while in Yangon, most
people think of “14 Inya”, or house No. 14 in the Inya Lake neighborhood in Yangon. The
residence made headlines recently when the civilian National Unity Government announced
that it is selling shares in the home to raise money for the ongoing revolution against the
military regime. It has raised US$6 million from the sale so far.

Not far from there, however, Min Aung Hlaing owns another residence, which he seized
after becoming military chief. It is located at 6 ¥2 Mile on Myat Khin Yeik Tha Lane, close to
the Lotte International Hotel and not far from Kan Thar Yar Hospital, in which he has a
financial interest.

Min Aung Hlaing used to tell his colleagues that his predecessor, former dictator Senior
General Than Shwe, gave him 14 Inya because he had no residence in Yangon.

Not many generals have the opportunity to ask Than Shwe if he did so; even if they did, they
may not have the courage.

But what is certain is that Min Aung Hlaing can’t use the same excuse to explain how he
came to possess his residence on Myat Khin Yeik Tha Lane. The Irrawaddy last week
reported on how Min Aung Hlaing acquired 14 Inya; this week, let’s see how he acquired
another home in the Inya Lake neighborhood.

The lane that disappeared
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Myat Khin Yeik Tha Lane runs past the Market Place Shopping Mall and the Lotte Hotel,
eventually reaching Inya Lake.

Before the army office was relocated from Yangon to Naypyitaw, the land on which the
Lotte Hotel now stands was home to the Sin Phyu Shin Housing facility, where military
officers of the rank of lieutenant colonel and above lived. A number of high-ranking military
officers also had residences along the lane, and these were left vacant after the military
office was moved to Naypyitaw.

grandchildren celebrate the Thingyan water
festival in April 2022. / Cncds

Senior military officers were taken aback by the
sheer greed displayed by Min Aung Hlaing
in seizing three compounds there.

The last occupants of those three compounds
were joint adjutant-generals: Major General
Maung Nyo, Major General Kyaw Win, and deputy air defense chief Major General Kyi Win,
according to a retired lieutenant general.

Min Aung Hlaing has also fenced off the lane from Pyay Road to Inya Lake, so nothing can be
seen from outside, and no one can use it. Occasionally, even the street sign indicating the
location of the lane is taken down, making it virtually invisible.

“He had all the buildings on three compounds demolished and had a mansion built. It is like
a palace. There are pools inside the mansion,” said a retired military officer who has been
there.

Like 14 Inya, Min Aung Hlaing acquired Myat Khin Yeik Tha while U Myint Swe—currently
the acting president in Min Aung Hlaing’s regime—was serving as Yangon Region chief.

At the time, few people noticed his acquisition of Myat Khin Yeik Tha residence, as most
were distracted by the heated controversy over the planned Dagon City Housing project on
military-owned land near Shwedagon Pagoda.

Sin Phyu Shin staff quarters
The land housing the luxury Lotte Hotel was reportedly leased out in 2012.

Min Aung Hlaing’s nearby Myat Khin Yeik Tha mansion was built by IGE Co., which is owned
by U Nay Aung, a son of U Aung Thaung, a former industry minister who was notorious as
the most corrupt official in the former military regime.

U Nay Aung is the brother of Myanmar navy chief Admiral Moe Aung. From the time he
joined the navy as a junior officer, Moe Aung was widely tipped to become navy chief one
day because of his father’s wealth and power.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s main home on Inya lake with
surrounding landmarks is seen on Google Maps.

Within a few days of the coup, Min Aung Hlaing
replaced Admiral Tin Aung San with Moe Aung as
the navy chief. Tin Aung San was demoted to
transport and communications minister.

Another of Moe Aung’s brothers, Pyi Aung, is married to the daughter of former Vice Senior
General Maung Aye, deputy supremo in the previous military regime. The family has
become one of the wealthiest in Myanmar, having exploited their position to engage in
business opportunities when Maung Aye was a powerful general close to Than Shwe.

A businessman close to the military said Min Aung Hlaing paid the government for the three
compounds, but he did not know how much.

A real estate agent said even if Min Aung Hlaing bought the compounds at the “government
rate”, he might as well have been given them for free, because such government rates are
much lower than the market rates, and lakeside houses in the Inya Lake neighborhood are
worth millions of US dollars. (And even if he did pay at the full rate, that would simply raise
the question of where he got such a large sum of money.)

Hospital with a helipad

After selling the Sin Phyu Shin staff quarters, Min Aung Hlaing had the Kan Thar Yar
International Specialist Hospital built nearby.

Though the hospital, which opened in December 2017, is officially owned by the military-
owned Myanmar Economic Corporation (MEC), Min Aung Hlaing has a substantial interest in
it, retired military officers told The Irrawaddy.

Construction of the Kan Thar Yar Hospital was supervised by then-Military Quartermaster
General Nyo Saw, a close aide of Min Aung Hlaing and chairman of MEC.

Nyo Saw retired from his military position in 2020, but was kept on as the chairman of MEC
by Min Aung Hlaing to protect his interests, said a retired military officer.

A screengrab from a Kan Thar Yar Hospital
promotional video.

Kan Thar Yar Hospital has its own helicopter
landing pad near Myat Khin Yeik Thar Lane. The
retired military officer said the helipad is
intended for use by the security detail of Min
Aung Hlaing and his family rather than for

hospital patients.

It takes only a few minutes by speed boat to cross Inya Lake from Myat Khin Yeik Tha Lane
to the helipad at the hospital, he said.
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“It is not unusual for hospitals to have helicopter pads in foreign countries. But have you
ever heard of any patient being carried by a chopper to hospital in Yangon?” said the retired
military officer.

Inya Lake in Myanmar’s politics

Lakeside houses on Inya Lake are closely connected with Myanmar’s politics. The
neighborhood near the Sin Phyu Shin staff quarters on Pyay Road has been used to house
military officers since the Japanese occupation during WWII.

Myanmar independence hero General Aung San lived in a lakeside house at 6% Mile while
he was single, according to the book “I Am From Anyar [Central Myanmar]” by Bo Aung Gyi.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 54 Residence is also a lakeside residence; her period of house arrest
there was increased after US citizen John Yettaw swam across Inya Lake to the home in
2009.

The late military dictator General Ne Win’s former residence is also at Inya Lake, on Ady
Road (since renamed May Kha). He died there under house arrest in 2002. The residence of
Galon U Saw, who assassinated Gen. Aung San and his colleagues, is not far from General Ne
Win’s house.

Aside from prominent leaders, only the wealthy elite of Myanmar society can afford to buy
lakeside houses at Inya Lake. Firstly, they are worth millions of dollars. Secondly, it is not
just about the money.

Min Aung Hlaing has abused his power to grab compounds on Inya Lake and Inya Road that
are worth millions of dollars.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/how-myanmars-junta-chief-grabbed-his-other-
inya-lake-home.html

Myanmar Junta Revokes Publisher’s License Over Book on Rohingya
By AFP | 31 May 2022

Myanmar’s junta has revoked the license of a publishing house for selling a popular foreign
book on the military’s brutal crackdown on the Rohingya minority, state media said on
Tuesday.

Hundreds of thousands of Rohingya fled Buddhist-majority Myanmar during a military
crackdown in 2017, bringing with them harrowing reports of murder, rape and arson.

In March, the United States officially declared that the violence against the Rohingya
amounted to genocide, saying there was clear evidence of an attempt to “destroy” the

group.
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Lwin Oo publishing house had its license revoked after it was found to be offering
“Myanmar’s Rohingya Genocide” by Irish-Australian academic Ronan Lee for sale online,
according to a notice in the state-backed Myanma Alinn newspaper.

According to the author’s website, the book explores Rohingya history and identity and
documents the historical marginalization and abuses against the community.

It relies on extensive Rohingya testimony and historical research and has been lauded by
foreign commentators on Myanmar and the Rohingya.

Offering the book for sale “violated the publishing and printing law,” the Myanma Alinn
statement said. The law forbids expressions that could cause “racial and cultural violence
between ethnic groups.”

Lwin O0’s license to operate was withdrawn on May 28, the notice said.
The publisher could not be reached for comment.

Around 900,000 Rohingya are currently living in the world’s largest refugee camp in
neighboring Bangladesh.

The roughly 600,000 Rohingya estimated to still live in Myanmar are widely seen as
interlopers from Bangladesh and have been denied citizenship, rights and access to services.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, who was head of the armed forces during the 2017
crackdown, has dismissed the word Rohingya as “an imaginary term”.

Under a previous junta, all books, newspapers and magazines were required to be
submitted to a government censor for vetting before publication.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-revokes-publishers-license-over-
book-on-rohingya.html
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