PEACE Info (May 28-30, 2022)

"We Have to Escalate the Fighting": Myanmar Civilian Acting President

Myanmar Junta Torches 10 Villages in Two Days in Sagaing

Six civilians used as human shields found dead near Myaing village

Myanmar’s military seizes control of dam in Gangaw Township

Death Penalty Cases Soar in Myanmar Since Coup

ASEAN Must Not Allow Myanmar Junta to Control Humanitarian Aid Effort

UN Security Council members fail to agree on Myanmar text

Junta Watch: Cops Told to Brace for Front Line Duty; ‘Peace Talks’ Attendees Draw
Flak, and More

Look at Myanmar’s lllusory ‘Peace Process’

SAC’s peace negotiation team signs agreements with KNU/KNLA (PC) after 3 days of
talks

Delegation led by UWSP vice chair arrives in Nay Pyi Taw to hold peace talks with
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

UWSP delegation meets SAC chairman, agrees on establishment of a union based on
democracy and federalism

Some IDPs Returned To Villages In Kachin State

Eastern Dawna — Heavy Rains Add to Food Shortages and Shelter Problems for
Displaced Villagers

PNO collecting 3 male residents per village for military service in Pa-O area

Junta troops occupying religious sites in northern Rakhine State, locals say
EULOGY: The Hkun Tun Oo | knew

2021 Another Record Year for Meth Seizures in Southeast Asia
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"We Have to Escalate the Fighting": Myanmar Civilian Acting President
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 May 2022

In April last year, two months after the Myanmar military seized power in a coup, a group of
lawmakers elected in the 2020 general election formed the parallel National Unity
Government (NUG).

The following month the NUG formed the People’s Defense Forces (PDF), and later declared
a defensive war against the military regime. The PDFs, many of whom received military
training from ethnic armed organizations (EAQ), are fighting the junta not only in the
borderlands, but also across inland Myanmar, which has become the center of the country’s
armed revolt against the regime. Since then, the NUG has formed its own parallel
administration complete with a judicial system in parts of central Myanmar.

In an exclusive interview with The Irrawaddy, NUG acting president Duwa Lashi La talked
about what the civilian government has achieved a year on from its establishment and how
the NUG plans to restore democracy and end military dictatorship in Myanmar.

What has the NUG achieved since it was formed?

The military seized power in a coup on February 1 last year to resurrect military dictatorship.
People were not happy and staged peaceful protests across the country in both rural and
urban areas. And civil servants also joined the Civil Disobedience Movement to show their
opposition to military rule. The regime conducted brutal crackdowns on the protesters, and
the PDFs were formed on May 5 last year to protect the people. There are over 250 PDF
battalions now.

In the aftermath of the coup, the PDFs did not control any areas. But now they control over
15 per cent of the country’s territory. Combined with the territories controlled by the EAOs,
revolutionary forces now have control of over half of Myanmar.

NUG acting president Duwa Lashi La is on a battlefield
in Myanmar on May 24.

On the diplomatic front, the regime has already
suffered heavy defeats. It has been shunned by
western countries and neighboring countries, as well
as by fellow members of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). The regime was also excluded
from the recent ASEAN-US Summit. At the same time,
the NUG can now meet government leaders formally and publicly; previously they only met
us in private. Although we weren’t able to attend the ASEAN-US Summit, our foreign
minister was invited to meet high-ranking officials and US senators. She also had a formal
meeting with the Malaysian foreign minister. This is the success of Myanmar people.

Moreover, the NUG has established administrative and judicial mechanisms in areas
controlled by PDFs, and we are delivering education, health and humanitarian aid as a
government.
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You said EAOs and PDFs ontrol over 50 per cent of the country. Where?

PDFs have taken control of rural areas in Sagaing and Magwe regions. So they provide
security there. The EAOs already have their own territories. So combined with the territories
held by PDFs, we control over half of the country. Junta troops are only present in urban
areas, and they are not safe in rural areas.

The military regime refers to the NUG as a virtual government or a government in exile.
What is your response?

This is what the military lobbyists will say. In fact, they have already seen that we are not a
virtual government. We have carried out many attacks in Yangon. The NUG is a legitimate
government that emerged from the support of the people. It is the government formed by
the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH), which represents the majority of
lawmakers elected in the free and fair 2020 general election. It is the government
recognized by the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), which includes all the
political forces such as political parties, EAOs, civil society organizations and strike
committees.

The NUG is making balanced efforts at home and abroad for the success of the revolution.
Some officials are operating outside the country working for diplomatic recognition. But
many ministers, including the chief minister and me, stay inside the country and work
together with the people. | mean that most of us are operating inside the country, working
together with PDFs and local people’s authorities. We have installed people’s authorities in
36 townships so far. That is testimony to the fact that we are not a virtual government. And
nor are we a government in exile. We are the people’s government.

How will the NUG fulfill the demands of ethnic groups for self-determination and racial
equality?

Ethnic people want and demand self-determination and racial equality as per promises
made in the [1947] Panglong Agreement. The NUG was formed out of the federal
democratic charter and we have publicly articulated that we will establish a federal
democratic union that guarantees ethnic equality and self-determination.

Regardless of their race, all of those who are taking a lead role in this fight to uproot military
dictatorship and restore democracy are trying to build a country that guarantees equality
and self-determination.

Some ethnic groups like the Rakhine people are demanding a confederation. What is
the NUG’s stance on that ?

The NUG was formed based on the federal democratic charter designed by the NUCC. So
the NUG follows that charter as an interim constitution. We will discuss it when we adopt a
new constitution after uprooting the military dictatorship. Those topics are to be discussed
by the NUCC.

The NUG is assigned by the charter to eliminate military dictatorship and establish a new
country that guarantees racial equality, self-determination, liberty and justice. What we can
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guarantee is equal opportunities for all to establish a genuine federal union. It is important
that ethnic groups get the kind of self-determination system they think is suitable for them.
We have plans to discuss it in detail during the transition period.

The NUG’s federal affairs ministry said recently that the right of ethnic groups to secede
from the union is a radical idea. But that right is formally enshrined in the Panglong
Agreement . Does the NUG really think the right to secede is a radical idea?

The NUG cabinet has not discussed it separately. But the federal affairs minister said he
failed to check the statement properly before publishing it. But federalism experts say the
right to secede is necessary in a federal system because only then will governments try to
make themselves good governments in order to prevent secession. We haven’t discussed
anything about it so far. | can’t comment because those policies need to be discussed
thoroughly by the NUCC and public consultations held on the outcome.

In April, we saw a disagreement between the NUG and EAOs in Kayah State. How do the
NUG and EAOs share authority on the ground?

Our home affairs ministry issued an order [to rename an administration committee in
Kayah] and the Karenni side filed a complaint. We had a discussion and fixed it. We have to
follow the NUCC charter in implementing administrative, legislative and judicial works. We
can’t overstep it. The charter says federal states will form legislative, administrative and
judicial mechanisms as necessary and the union government and federal units shall consult
with the NUCC regarding legislative, administrative and juidical affairs in their states.

| heard the NUG home affairs ministry issued the notice [in Kayah] based on the order on
interim administration issued by the CPRH on February 22, 2021, while the NUG’s federal
democracy charter was not yet in place. So we held talks with stakeholders from Kayah
State and solved the issues.

We have to engage with various ethnic armed groups and there is no room for error. To
prevent errors, we constantly engage with EAOs and find solutions through dialogue. | have
told ministers to exercise caution.

The coup leader called for face-to-face peace talks with EAOs, but the NUG and PDFs were
excluded from his invitation. What is your view on that?

Everyone with common sense can see that such dialogue will not be useful. All the people
including politicians are aware of that. The junta leader did it just to see if there is still any
opportunity for him to deceive people. The talks will not be successful, as they are intended
to deceive people, and he is very aware of that.

To engage in dialogue with the relevant stakeholders is one of the points of ASEAN’s Five-
Point Consensus. But the regime leader has excluded us from talks. It is good that he
excluded us. We would feel degraded having to talk to him. He has committed so much
violence against the people. But he has called us terrorists and says he does not want to
meet us. This will do us no harm. It will only harm him, and his reputation will continue to
suffer.
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If we are pressured by the outside world to hold talks with the regime, we will only meet
and not discuss anything serious with them. | have read the outcome of the meeting
between the regime and the Restoration Council of Shan State. The Junta leader said he
agrees to the establishment of a federal state and will hold frequent talks with EAOs. It is
their [the regime’s] strategy to buy time.

What plans does the NUG have to end military dictatorship and establish a federal union in
Myanmar?

The NUG is working by various means including militarily, politically and diplomatically to
wipe out military dictatorship and establish a federal democratic union. We have formed
PDFs which are fighting the regime. At the same time, we are cooperating with EAOs in the
military and political arenas. And we have established administrative and judicial
mechanisms in our controlled areas. Diplomatically we are trying to foster ties with
international organizations, neighboring countries and United Nations agencies.

We are holding political dialogue, which is the basic foundation for establishing a true
federal union, with concerned political party leaders, ethnic leaders and civil society
organizations. As a result, several countries have downgraded their diplomatic ties with the
regime. This shows that they support our actions. Our revolution will succeed because it is a
popular revolt.

We also attach great importance to military means. Some people say that dictators release
their grip on power only when they die. We are aware that they [the regime] will not give up
and admit their faults. So we have to escalate the fighting. But as everyone knows, we are
fighting the war with funds from the people. We started with home-made guns, but now we
have automatic guns and our revolt is gaining momentum.

As | say, we are engaged in both armed struggle and a non-violent approach. We are trying
to win diplomatic recognition, while our PDFs are protecting the people. They have proven
this with their actions. But the problem is that no country has given us arms.

It costs large sums of money to arm PDFs. As we have no income from tax revenues, we
have to make do with donations from the people. So it takes time. But public morale is very
high at the moment and | believe we will get the arms. We are fighting for justice and God
will help those who help thmselves. | totally believe things are going to be fine.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/we-have-to-escalate-the-fighting-
myanmar-civilian-acting-president.html

Myanmar Junta Torches 10 Villages in Two Days in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 May 2022

Myanmar’s regime launched airstrikes on and torched 10 villages in five townships in
Sagaing Region over the weekend, displacing thousands of civilians.
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Airstrikes targeted Myaung Township on Sunday after people’s defense forces (PDFs)
attacked junta troops at Ta Ma Say village.

Ko Nway Oo, the head of the Civil Defense Security Organization Myaung, said a helicopter
arrived after 10 regime soldiers were killed.

“The helicopter hovered above the village three times then soldiers shot where they
thought people were hiding,” he said.

A resistance fighter was killed during the clash and four were lightly wounded.

Regime troops then set over 100 houses on fire in Za Yet Gone village, which had over 1,000
houses, and burned homes in Ma Kyee Kan village.

At least five villages in Ayadaw Township and one in Tabayin (also known as Depayin)
Township were torched by soldiers over the weekend, residents said.

Civilians from northern Ayadaw fled their homes to avoid raids by more than 100 soldiers.

Around 200 houses in Lae Ngauk village, Yinmabin Township, were burned down by regime
soldiers on Saturday.

Buddhist monk Shwe Sanpin Sayardaw Ashin Wai Pon La from Yinmabin asked the regime to
stop burning civilian houses as more than 2,000 houses had been burned down in Yinmabin
and Pale townships.

“It takes villagers at least 10 years to build a house. Now they were reduced to ashes in
minutes,” the monk said.

His Shwe Sanpin monastic school is sheltering more than 500 refugees.

Regime troops also raided Thayatkone village in Khin-U Township, firing artillery after
reportedly being informed that it harbored resistance forces, according to Bo Thanmani, the
head of Khin-U PDF.

Troops burned nearly 80 houses in the village.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-torches-10-villages-in-two-days-
in-sagaing.html

Six civilians used as human shields found dead near Myaing village

The victims were among at least 40 villagers captured by junta soldiers advancing through
the area in recent weeks

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on May 30, 2022

The bodies of six civilians who were captured by regime forces earlier this month were
discovered near a village in Magway Region’s Myaing Township last week.
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The body of a civilian shot dead by regime forces lies
in a forested area near Kyauk Khawt on May 26
(Supplied)

The victims, who were among 40 villagers taken
hostage and used as human shields by soldiers who
began advancing through the area on May 13, were

i ? "‘;i;:" " found last Thursday, according to the commander of a

local People’s Defence Force (PDF) battalion.

All six bodies were found near each other on the edge of a forest a short distance north of
the village of Kyauk Khwet, in southern Myaing Township, Lt Let Ya of the Myaing PDF told
Myanmar Now.

“Six of the villagers who were being held as hostages are dead. The junta troop captured the
elderly and others who could not run,” he said.

“We often attack troops with explosives, so that’s why they took the villagers prisoner,” he
added.

Each of the dead villagers showed signs of physical abuse, including broken bones, and all
had been shot at close range, according to Let Ya.

“There were gunshot wounds to their ears, and some had been shot in the mouth,” he said.

The victims, who were all men between the ages of 25 and 50, are believed to be from the
villages of Than Chaung, Kyauk Khwet, Bawton and Baunt Bin, all located along the border
between Myaing and Pauk townships.

Only one victim, 25-year-old Kyauk Khwet resident Kyaw Ye, could be positively identified by
name.

He was found lying face up with bullet wounds to the head and thigh, according to Let Ya.
He also had a lit cigarette held lightly between his lips, the PDF commander added.

A military column of around 170 regime troops has been been moving through southern
Myaing Township since the middle of the month. According to residents, thousands have
fled their homes to avoid capture by the junta forces.

On May 14 and 15, soldiers also fired on the villages of Letyatma and Padauk Kan, in the
northern part of the township, with heavy artillery and light weapons. Hundreds of homes
were set on fire, and at least three villagers were shot dead in the raids, local sources
reported.

Myanmar’s junta routinely denies targeting civilians in its offensives against anti-regime
resistance forces, despite numerous reports of such attacks.

As in other conflict areas, the regime has severed most telephone and internet connections
to much of Myaing Township.
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Myanmar’s military seizes control of dam in Gangaw Township

Resistance forces in northern Magway’s Ye region had fought for nearly a year to capture
the dam on the Myittha River

Ko Cho | Published on May 30, 2022

Civilians flee fighting in Magway’s Htilin Township on
May 1 (YDF-Htilin)

Regime forces mounted a major offensive last week to
retake control of a dam in Magway Region’s Gangaw
Township that had been captured by anti-junta groups
active in the area.

In a series of attacks last Thursday, the military forced
local resistance forces to retreat from the area around the Myittha dam, which is located
near the village of Pyin Thar.

According to Hla Maung, a battalion commander with
the Yaw Defence Force (YDF), the regime used MI-35
attack helicopters to carry out multiple assaults on
resistance fighters stationed near the dam.

“They kept coming back to hit us again, even after we
ot started clearing the area. There were four attacks in
all,” he said.

Y ke A member of the Gangaw People’s Defence Force

/ (PDF), another group targeted in the attacks, said that
Yangon the helicopters were also used to transport troops into
the area.

“We saw helicopters hovering over the dam and also
heard that around 50 soldiers were dropped off,” he
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Around 5,000 civilians from several villages near the dam also fled the attacks, according to
local sources.

At least one PDF member is believed to have been killed during one of the airstrikes, but full
casualty figures from the initial assault were not available.

However, it has been confirmed that at least four resistance fighters were killed in a clash
that took place soon after junta troops arrived to take control of the dam.
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Members of the Yaw Defence Force gather to
commemorate the group’s first anniversary on May
19 (YDF-Gangaw)

According to Toe Maung, the information officer for
the southern branch of the Gangaw PDF, members of
the group used heavy weapons to attack the soldiers,
but were unsuccessful in their efforts to repel them
because they didn’t want to do structural damage to

the dam.

“We have to do our best not to damage the dam’s structural integrity, but there is still going
to be some damage,” he said.

Resistance forces had fought for nearly a year to capture the dam, which was completed in
2003.

A spokesperson for the YDF said that the group would do whatever it considers necessary to
retake the dam, even if it means risking major damage.

“We have made preparations for what we will do if they don’t leave. However, we will do
everything possible to minimize harm to the public,” he said.

He added that while the group would likely use explosives to target soldiers stationed
around the dam, they would avoid blowing it up entirely.

“It would be bad for the people who live here if we blew up the entire Myittha dam while
managing to kill only a few soldiers,” he said.

“However, if we have no other options, we might have to resort to that,” he added.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-military-seizes-control-of-dam-in-
gangaw-township

Death Penalty Cases Soar in Myanmar Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 May 2022

The use of the death penalty in Myanmar has increased at an alarming rate under military
rule, with nearly 90 people sentenced to death by military tribunals since the coup last year,
rights group Amnesty International said.

Based on media reports and some of the other limited number of sources available,
including military-controlled state media, Al said that at least 86 death sentences have been
handed down since February 2021. The majority of those were against anti-regime
resistance members or people with ties to the resistance movement.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the coup due to popular resistance
against the regime. The junta has responded with heavy-handed tactics.
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From 2017-20 in Myanmar, during which the elected National League for Democracy (NLD)
government was in office, the number of death penalty cases averaged fewer than 10 per
year; since the coup that number has increased by about eight times. In 2020 there was only
one death penalty case.

Shortly after the coup, martial law was imposed in Hlaing Tharyar, Shwe Pyi Thar, North
Okkalar, North Dagon, South Dagon and Eastern Dagon (Seikkan) townships. Most of the
death sentences were imposed in these townships.

The military transferred the civilian cases to special and military tribunals through summary
proceedings in which the defendant did not have the right to appeal. Most of the death
sentences were imposed arbitrarily—several without the defendants being present,
according to the Al statement.

“Available information indicates that the proceedings were summary, with the defendants
unable to access legal representation,” the rights group said.

Those sentenced to death include a former member of Parliament from the National League
for Democracy (NLD), Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw, and 88 Generation student leader Ko Jimmy.
They were arrested in Yangon last year and sentenced to death on Jan. 21, 2022 for aiding
and abetting the armed resistance movement in the city.

In Myanmar, the death penalty has become “a tool for the military in the ongoing and
widespread persecution, intimidation and harassment of and violence on protestors and
journalists,” Al said.

Before February 2021, the death sentence in Myanmar was sporadically imposed in murder
cases, and usually commuted through mass pardons.

Al said that according to reports on the sentences, at least 26 defendants were tried and
convicted while not being present; at least two were teenagers at the time of the alleged
offense; and one man was reported as having a severe mental (psychosocial) disability.

Since the coup on Feb. 1, 2021, about 1,085 people have been sentenced to prison in
Myanmar and an estimated 1,864 people killed by the junta, according to data from the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, which documents fatalities and arrests at the
hands of the military regime’s forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/death-penalty-cases-soar-in-myanmar-since-
coup.html

ASEAN Must Not Allow Myanmar Junta to Control Humanitarian Aid Effort
By MARZUKI DARUSMAN | 28 May 2022

As the dust settles on the US-ASEAN Summit in Washington, a clear path forward is
emerging for ASEAN on Myanmar. The 10-member regional bloc finally took steps towards
resolving Myanmar’s junta-made crisis when Malaysia’s foreign minister, Saifuddin
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Abdullah, held an informal meeting with his counterpart from Myanmar’s National Unity
Government (NUG), and proposed to ASEAN that it do the same. But with the situation
inside Myanmar now a massive humanitarian emergency, its people cannot wait any longer
for ASEAN to act. ASEAN must call for a massive global humanitarian response to the crisis if
it has any hope of saving its credibility.

The timing is critical for ASEAN and the people of Myanmar. Their country has been under
siege from the military junta for more than 15 months and is now a humanitarian
catastrophe. The military has caused the total number of people in need of humanitarian
assistance inside Myanmar to reach an estimated 14 million, almost three times the number
of those who have fled the war in Ukraine.

The intensity of violence outstrips that of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria and Yemen and has forced
more than half a million people to flee their homes. Most are seeking refuge from the
junta’s attacks in the vast territories along Myanmar’s borders held by Ethnic Armed
Organizations (EAOs) and newly formed People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) allied to the NUG.

The crisis threatens the stability of the entire region. Yet ASEAN’s response has been farcical
and plunged to new lows when, a week before the Washington summit, Cambodia, ASEAN’s
current chair, convened a meeting to announce a plan for the delivery of humanitarian aid
to Myanmar. The plan was developed in sole consultation with the military junta, granting it
complete control over the delivery of humanitarian aid to the Myanmar people. This
outrageous agreement is nothing more than a thinly veiled attempt by junta leader Min
Aung Hlaing to advance his own military objectives at a time when he is increasingly
desperate. It is no coincidence that the areas he has identified for the delivery of aid are the
very areas outside of his control that for months his forces have been mercilessly bombing,
burning and cutting off access to food and medical supplies in a failed attempt to break
resistance to his attempted coup.

He demands that Myanmar’s neighbors keep their borders shut to restrict the flow of aid to
those fleeing from his attacks. Min Aung Hlaing wants to be able to weaponize aid for his
own purposes. If ASEAN proceeds on the basis of its current plan alone, then it will be
complicit and disregarding the fundamental humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality and independence.

The plan is also reflective of Cambodia’s increasing desperation as ASEAN chair. During its
tenure, the equally ill-advised efforts of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen to engage the
junta have been repeatedly flouted by Min Aung Hlaing. This was Cambodia’s last-ditch
attempt to have something to show before the Washington summit. Cambodia then
suffered further humiliation when it emerged that its foreign minister had lied about the
attendance at the meeting of the UN Special Envoy to Myanmar, Noeleen Heyzer. She was
disinvited at the behest of the junta.

It is abundantly clear now that ASEAN needs to chart a new course on Myanmar. ASEAN’s
first step should be to immediately begin talks with the NUG on how to deliver humanitarian
aid to the people in the border areas under the control of the NUG and its allies.
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With dwindling resources and the threat of constant attack from junta forces, Myanmar’s
democratic actors cannot be left to shoulder the humanitarian response on their own.
ASEAN must declare a general state of humanitarian emergency in Myanmar and call on the
UN Security Council to mandate a humanitarian intervention that includes the presence of
aid and healthcare personnel on the ground. This is the only way to get life-saving
humanitarian aid to the millions inside Myanmar in dire need, including those in the
country’s populous central lowlands, its remote northwest and the tens of thousands who
languish inside junta jails.

Since the crisis began, civil society organizations, community and faith-based groups and
other local actors with long-established humanitarian networks have been delivering
lifesaving cross-border aid to those in desperate need. But they are severely under-
resourced and heavily restricted in their activities by the neighboring national authorities,
including in Thailand.

It is unconscionable that ASEAN member states continue to prevent these groups from
delivering aid by keeping their borders with Myanmar shut at the behest of the junta.
International donors including ASEAN and UN agencies must secure the opening of vital
cross-border supply lines and direct aid through existing community networks in
coordination with the NUG.

ASEAN’s next move in response to Myanmar’s spiraling humanitarian crisis will have lasting
ramifications. If it continues with current plans to put the junta in control of humanitarian
assistance to Myanmar, ASEAN will be choosing to side with Min Aung Hlaing over the
Myanmar people. But if ASEAN is genuine about alleviating the suffering of the Myanmar
people, resolving the crisis and restoring its own credibility, it must engage with the NUG
and call for urgent global action on Myanmar.

Marzuki Darusman is a founding member of the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar. He is
also former chair of the UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/asean-must-not-allow-myanmar-junta-
to-control-humanitarian-aid-effort.html

UN Security Council members fail to agree on Myanmar text
PUBLISHED 29 MAY 2022 | REF: AFP

NEW YORK (AFP) - The United Nations Security Council
failed on Friday (May 27) to agree on a statement aimed
at pushing Myanmar's military government to take steps
towards a peaceful solution to the country's ongoing
crisis.

Britain, which drafted the text, and China blamed each
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other for the failure of the day-long negotiations, which followed a closed-door council
meeting on Myanmar in the morning.

For London, China was asking "too much", which led to the collapse of the negotiations.

A spokesman for China's UN delegation told Agence France-Presse that at the end of the
day, there was only a "slight difference" to reach an agreement that was "not impossible to
overcome".

The original text proposed that the Security Council express deep concern over "limited
progress" in implementing a five-point plan on ending the crisis that was set out more than
a year ago by Asean. It also called for action to implement the road map.

China proposed using the terms "slow" progress rather than "limited", the Chinese
delegation said.

"Our wording was factual but less condescending,"” said the spokesman, adding that it was
"a real shame" that there was no agreement.

The rest of the text, seen by AFP, reflected the Security Council's concern about the
continuing violence and humanitarian difficulties in the country.

At the council meeting, Asean envoy for Myanmar Prak Sokhonn, who is also Cambodian
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, and UN envoy Noeleen Heyzer provided an
update on the situation.

According to diplomats, Ms Heyzer, who was appointed in October 2021, has been given a
general green light to make her first trip to Myanmar, but has not yet received the
necessary authorisations for her stay and the people she may meet.

The UN is insisting that she be able to meet various Burmese parties, not just the ruling
junta.

Since the military launched its military takeover in February 2021, more than 1,800 people
have been killed in a crackdown on dissent, according to a local monitoring group.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/un-security-council-members-fail-to-agree-on-
myanmar-text

Junta Watch: Cops Told to Brace for Front Line Duty; ‘Peace Talks’ Attendees Draw Flak,
and More

By THE IRRAWADDY |28 May 2022
Police trainees on edge after visit from minister

The worst nightmares of the students at a police officer training school in Pyin Oo Lwin
Township were realized on May 24 when the regime’s Home Affairs Minister Lieutenant
General Soe Htut paid the facility a visit.
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During his visit the minister urged trainees to expand their knowledge of warfare, military
strategies and tactics.

Amid heavy casualties inflicted on Myanmar’s regime forces in daily clashes with the
People’s Defense Force and ethnic armed organizations, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
signed a new law in March making it compulsory for law enforcement officials to fight
alongside soldiers on the front lines.

At the same time, the military regime raised the official retirement age for civil servants
from 60 to 62 in a bid to shore up its dwindling military manpower, which has been hit by
battlefield attrition and desertions since the coup.

The home affairs minister’s visit to the training school is another signal that police officers
will have to serve on battlefields as necessary in central Myanmar and ethnic areas.

Nearly 7,000 police have joined the Civil Disobedience Movement and nearly 3,000 of them
including two police majors have defected to the parallel National Unity Government, said
its Immigration and Population Ministry.

Regime envisions tourist stampede

The Uppatasanti Pagoda in Naypyitaw / The
Irrawaddy

Junta leaders seem to be harboring the illusion that
conflict-torn Myanmar is about to see a surge in
foreign visitors, judging from regime Hotels and
Tourism Minister Dr. Htay Aung’s recent instruction
to hoteliers in the administrative capital,
Naypyitaw, to prepare for an influx.

Myanmar’s tourism industry has ground to a halt since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in 2020,
but last month the regime lifted a ban on international commercial flights imposed in that
year to prevent the spread of coronavirus infections.

Junta leaders seem to be under the impression that lifting the ban will prompt many foreign
tourists to visit the country, and Dr. Htay Aung has urged Naypyitaw hotels to prepare for
them. Which begs the question: Was the city ever a popular destination among foreign
travelers, even before the coup or COVID?

At a meeting last year to discuss development plans for Naypyitaw, junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing boasted of the capital’s pagodas and National Races Village—a representation in
miniature of landmarks around Myanmar—not to mention a water fountain garden and a
z00. But none of these places has proven popular, even among local travelers.

The regime, whose soldiers are being forced to cower behind sandbag-fortified outposts and
pillbox bunkers, did not say what security arrangements it had in mind for the expected
horde of foreign travelers.

The US has advised its citizens against traveling to Myanmar.
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Shan, Mon leaders sit down with junta, draw ire

¥

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing and the New Mon
State Party delegation led by vice chair Nai Aung Min
meet in Naypyitaw on May 23, 2022. / Cncds

When Min Aung Hlaing’s so-called peace talks
started on May 20, one of the first invitees to show
up was General Yawd Serk, chairman of the
Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army-
South (RCSS/SSA-S). Close behind him was Nai Aung
Min, the vice chair of the New Mon State Party (NMSP), an ethnic Mon armed group.

Apart from their eager embrace of an event most of the country’s major ethnic armed
groups have shunned as a farce that excludes key players, these two leaders have
something else in common: they lead groups that aren’t fighting the regime. Add to that the
public ire they have drawn—even from their own ethnic communities—for attending the
junta’s talks.

Comments that Yawd Serk made about the regime last year—that “No one trusts the
Myanmar army” and “The junta is illegal and unconstitutional” —have come back to haunt
him and have been widely ridiculed. If he meant them, many wonder, why did he bother to
fly to Naypyitaw to talk with the junta in March 2021?

As for the NMSP, an ethnic Mon woman said the party had abandoned not only the Mon
people but also the whole country. “Mon politicians are serving their own interests with
enormous ego,” she said.

Both parties offered the same defense: that their meetings with the junta were necessary to
solve political problems through political means, in order to build a federal union.

However, anyone who follows the Myanmar peace process knows that it is the military that
has hindered the formation of a federal union, offering this or that reason at successive
peace meetings for why one cannot be established. It would be unwise for ethnic leaders to
hope for something that the military is not willing to give them.

Torching farms, promising food security

i~ B The remains of a village in Sagaing’s Myinmu Township
after a junta raid in April.

It’s Min Aung Hlaing’s mantra that his regime is
working to ensure food security in Myanmar, an
agricultural country.

Like his other dreams—operating electric cars in a
country with a chronic electricity shortage, to name
one—this goal will soon prove to be just another
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fantasy, as his soldiers are relentlessly raiding farming communities in Myanmar’s heartland
where resistance against his regime is among the strongest.

In normal times, the area is known for its high yields of sesame, peanut, bean and other
seasonal crops. Since the coup last year, however, some farmers in Sagaing and Magwe
regions have swapped their farming tools for homemade guns to fight against the regime.
Min Aung Hlaing has heavy-handedly responded with air and artillery strikes against the
civilians there, not to mention extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests and torching their
properties. For more than a year now, the junta’s brutality has prompted a steady exodus
from the region as people flee their homes and farms, putting the country’s food security at
risk.

Min Aung Hlaing’s soldiers stepped up their atrocities this month, committing arson on a
daily basis in every village they encounter. The UNHCR estimates that Sagaing has the
highest displacement figures to date with 240,600 internally displaced persons since the
coup, followed by 50,500 in Magwe Region as of May. Given the regime’s nonstop
atrocities, the number will surely be higher by the end of the month—another man-made
catastrophe in Myanmar, which has already been devastated by the military coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-cops-told-to-brace-for-
front-line-duty-peace-talks-attendees-draw-flak-and-more.html

Look at Myanmar’s lllusory ‘Peace Process’
By THE IRRAWADDY | 30 May 2022

The Irrawaddy’s editor-in-chief Aung Zaw recently spoke to Bertil Lintner, a veteran
journalist and author of several books on Myanmar, on the peace process in the country.
Here are excerpts.

Aung Zaw: Since the coup, there are endless tragic stories in Burma, or Myanmar. And the
coup has faced very strong resistance in the country; the regime still tries to consolidate
their power within the country but still, they are failing. And even a year after the military
staged the coup, the regime keeps facing strong resistance; people take up the form of
armed-resistance known as PDF [People’s Defense Force] and we now have a government in
exile.

Recently, the regime leader [Senior General] Min Aung Hlaing invited ethnic armed
organizations to attend the peace talks in Naypyitaw. So, there are EAOs, ethnic armed
organizations, who have decided to go there and who are not going there—they are still
divided. It seems to me that many major ethnic armed groups are not going there. So, but at
the same time on the ground, we see a lot of fighting taking place in Chin State, Kayah State,
Karen State; and a lot of clashes in Shan and Arakan [Rakhine] states. So what is your
thought? | want to pick your brain. What is your thought on this—Min Aung Hlaing'’s
invitation and then the ongoing, very fragile peace process in the country?
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Bertil Lintner: Well, basically so far, for him, it’s for a military government’s attempt to get a
legitimacy that they want to invite these armed groups for talks to discuss peace and this
sort of thing. But | think we’ll have to look at the so-called “peace process” and how it began
and how it’s developed. Ah, | will also argue that the whole timetable—the way the talks are
being conducted—is wrong. Normally, in any kind of peace process, the government will
announce its desires, the armed groups will respond, ‘OK, we are not going to fight’; you
meet, you talk, you reach a political consensus about the future of the country; and you sign
an agreement. That’s a normal procedure anywhere in the world. But here, the whole idea
was everyone has to come and sign it—the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement [NCA]—first,
before they could have a real talk. It’s like, you know, putting the cart before the horse. And
of course it’s never going to work. And if you look at the groups that checked and signed the
so-called NCA—we have altogether 10 by now, isn’t it?

So how many of those actually have any armies? | mean, if you take, for instance, the Pa-O
[the Pa-O National Liberation Army]; there was no army before they signed the NCA, but
suddenly, it’s known; for them to become more credible, they created an army. The same
with the Arakan Liberation Party or the Arakan Liberation Army that’s based on the Thai
border with the Karen. [...] And they are not having any armed activity for years, for
decades, really. And suddenly, they have become a signatory, and therefore a player. The
Chin National Front was also non-existent until the so-called peace process began. You have
the ABSDF [All Burma Students’ Democratic Front], which gave up the armed struggle a long
time ago. You have two small Karen breakaway factions which are insignificant. And they
have the Lahu, basically an NGO, based in Thailand and they don’t have any army either. So,
that leaves | would say two-and-a-half armies among the so-called signatories. It’s the Shan
State Army of the Restoration Council of Shan State, and they do have an army; and then it’s
the Karen National Liberation Army or the Karen National Union; and then the new Mon
State Party and its army; which is so-so, they lost most of their strength but still they have a
small force. All the major groups in the country, like the Wa, like Kokang, like Kachin, like the
Shan State Army, or the SSPP—the Shan State Progress Party; they haven’t signed this
agreement. | would say that [...] 80 percent of all the armed non-state actors, if | may use
that term, in the country belong to groups that never signed the NCA. So, the whole thing
was a joke from the very beginning.

KAZ: Why they did not sign the ceasefire [the NCA]? Those groups, the TNLA, KIA, Wa? The
Wa signed an informal agreement in 1989.

BL: They wanted to see some political progress first. | mean what they want is basically a
federal union. Or even in some cases, a confederate mixture of states or union of states.
And before they reach that, why should they sign anything? It’s like surrender, really. And it
is the way, the groups that did not sign the agreement, the way they think. And if you look
at two of the major armies today which are the most active, [they] are the Arakan Army and
the TNLA in the Palaung area. They’re new armies. But still they’ve grown from nothing,
really, to several thousand today during this so-called peace process.

KAZ: It is estimated that the EAOs, the troops, the strengths, they have total numbers of
about 80,000 fighters all over the country. And they have controlled roughly 30 percent,
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more than 30 percent of the country’s national territory. They have more political influence
than in the past, since the coup. A lot of Burman people look up to them and there are a lot
of expectations over which EAO, which ethnic groups are coming to join the fight against the
military regime. But the peace process; the so-called peace process seems to create more
problems than solutions. Why is that?

BL: Well, there’s a split between those who signed the agreement and those who didn’t.
Even if most of the groups who signed it are small and insignificant, they are still groups that
are recognized as signatories of the NCA. They get access—this is in the past—the got access
to a special office in Yangon. They got lots of money from the international community to
continue so-called talks about nothing really, so it gave them some kind of prestige and
legitimacy. And then of course they split with the groups who said, “Wait a minute, what
they’re doing here is they are not talking about the future of the country; not talking about
the Constitution, about what kind of country Myanmar or Burma should be in the future.”
And this created a split.

KAZ: Now after the coup, there’s more talk on, not just of a federal union, but about a
confederation. AA [Arakan Army] leader Tun Myat Naing told us in 2019, he said, “We prefer
a confederation of states, like Wa State, which has a larger share of power in line with the
Constitution.” He said, “Confederation is better than federalism.” And then he said, “We
think confederation is more appropriate to the history of Rakhine State and the hopes of
Arakanese people.” What do you think?

BL: Well, if you first look at the question of splits, one of the main signatories, one of the
groups that actually had an army, the Karen, they have split after the coup. Because there’s
certain parts, brigades of the Karen National Liberation Army that are actively fighting the
Tatmadaw [Myanmar’s military], or whatever you want to call it, and there are others that
are not, and they have some kind of peace agreement or ceasefire agreement with the
central authorities. So it’s even caused splits within the organizations. And many of the
Burman dissident groups, dissidents who have fled [...] after the coup, have sought shelter in
areas controlled by the Karen rebels, who supposedly are a signatory to the so-called NCA.
So it has created a lot of problems and it hasn’t solved a single one. But then the question is,
this is very interesting question but, | cannot really comment before | know exactly what is
meant by confederation. How should the powers be divided? But these are exactly the kind
of issues that should be discussed, and that should be talked about during the peace
process.

KAZ: Yeah. Tun Myat Naing said, in the same context, in the same interview in 2019, “We
[would] have authority to make decisions on our own. But there will be a common defense
system, there would be cooperation on market regulations and foreign affairs. To have
control over our own destiny, self-determination, is an inspiration of every ethnic group. We
can try.”

BL: Well again, this comes back to question of power sharing, which would be the
responsibility of the central government—because after all, they would need a central
government—and then the confederate states. But then another problem arises naturally. If
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you look at the various states, the current states of the Union of Myanmar or Burma, there’s
actually no state that has only one ethnic group. Chin State is probably the most cohesive in
that sense, that there are very few outsiders, but then again, the Chin speak 20-30 different
languages. They don’t even understand each other and sometimes they have to use
Burmese to talk to each other sometimes, right? And Arakan State has a very large Muslim
minority, Rohingya in the north and Kaman Muslims elsewhere in the state, and the hill
tribes in the Arakan Yoma, right? In Shan State maybe 50-60 percent are Shan, hard to say,
but you have large communities, other communities, ethnic communities there: Wa,
Palaung, Pa-0, and Kachin; and would they want to be part of Shan State? Wouldn’t they
like their own states? If you look at Kachin State, are the Kachin even the majority there? |
doubt it. | would think that there are more Shan, Shanni, and Burman, actually living in
Kachin State than Kachins. Then you have the question of the Rawang and the Lisu, they
don’t really feel like they are Kachin so, so they would have a separate, kind-of, status or
identity. Even in Karen State, Kayah State you have a mixture of various nationalities. So
how do you solve that problem? But this are exactly, precisely the kind of issues any kind of
peace talks should be focusing on: power sharing between the center and the states; and
how to solve the minority problems within the minority areas; and what kind of solution
should be found to that problem.

KAZ: When we say ‘peace talks’, my question back to you is, peace talks with whom?

Because this current military regime lacks legitimacy. They have no public mandate or public
support inside and outside the country. The military is the sole problem and cause of
division in the ethnically diverse country. It's the military that’s the source of the division in
our country.

BL: Yeah, that’s the main problem. If you look at what the military has said since the
beginning of the so-called peace process, it’s that they have the duty to uphold and defend
the Constitution. In other words, they don’t want to change the Constitution. They don’t
want to change the status of the various states or the various nationalities within the
boundaries of the country. And this of course is a problem if you want to talk peace. Itis a
non-starter basically, and | think the whole peace process, so-called peace process, was a
non-starter from the very beginning.

KAZ: | want to ask you, since the coup, there were arguments that some powerful EAOs
have an advantage in terms of promoting their political agenda and their inspirations for
either the federal [Union] or confederation. They also get more support from the Burmese
people.

BL: If you go back to what the situation was like a year ago, in 2021, the case was very
similar after the 1988 uprising. The ethnic armed organizations were very slow to react. And
| talked to people from the various ethnic groups after the military intervention a year ago
here. They said, it is a fight between the Burmans, it doesn’t concern us. What did the
Burmans do when we were under attack up in Kachin state, for instance? But then that kind
of attitude disappeared quite quickly when they realized that they do have something in
common with all these urban dissidents and the people resisting the new military
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government [...] It seems to me that the KIO, the KIA is cooperating with several of the PDFs
even outside Kachin State—that’s in Mandalay and Sagaing, and so on; they even send
troops there to fight.

[...] It was nothing like that in 1988. And in the Karen area, parts of the Karen area, there’s a
lot of different groups from the cities and the towns — which are not based there. And they
cooperate with the Karen rebels.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/look-at-myanmars-illusory-peace-
process.html

SAC’s peace negotiation team signs agreements with KNU/KNLA (PC) after 3 days of talks

PUBLISHED 29 MAY 2022

The Peace Negotiation Team of the State
Administration Council (SAC) and a delegation led by
the chairman of the Karen National Union/the Karen
National Liberation Army (KUN/KNLA-PC) held talks
and signed agreements following three days of
negotiations, according to the SAC’s Information
Team.

The SAC’s peace negotiation team and KNU/KNLA (PC) led by Chairman Saw Htaw Lay held
the second-day meeting at the meeting hall of the National Reconciliation and Peace Centre
in Nay Pyi Taw on May 28.

During the meeting, Lt-Gen Win Bo Shein, a member of the National Solidarity and Peace-
making Negotiation Committee, explained the committee’s findings on the agreements
contained in Part 1, 2 and 3 of the Union Accord, and remaining issues to be discussed in
Part 3. KNU/KNLA (PC) asked for further information.

They then discussed general issues related to peace and development, and signed
agreements following three days of negotiations. KNU/KNLA (PC) Chairman Saw Htaw Lay
and leader of the peace negotiation team Lt-Gen Yar Pyae made concluding remarks.

The meeting was attended by member of the SAC chairman of the National Solidarity and
Peace-making Negotiation Committee Union Minister at the Office of the Union
Government (1) leader of the peace negotiation team Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, SAC Member Lt-Gen
Moe Myint Tun, Secretary of the Committee Lt-Gen Min Naung, Chairman of KNU/KNLA (PC)
Saw Htaw Lay, Vice Chairman Dr Naw Kapaw Htoo and Central Executive Committee
member Saw Maung Maung.

SAC’s Chairman Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
first met with the KNU/KNLA (PC) delegation in Nay Pyi Taw on May 26.

Later, SAC’s peace negotiation team led by Lt-Gen Yar Pyae also held the peace talks with
the delegation on May 27 and 28.
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https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sacs-peace-negotiation-team-signs-agreements-with-
knuknla-pc-after-3-days-of-talks

Delegation led by UWSP vice chair arrives in Nay Pyi Taw to hold peace talks with Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing

PUBLISHED 30 MAY 2022

At the invitation by Chairman of the State
Administration Council Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing for peace talks, a delegation led by Vice
Chairman of United Wa State Party (UWSP) U Lau
Yaku arrived in Nay Pyi Taw on May 29.

The delegation arrived at the Horizon Lake View
Resort on the morning of May 29 by motorcade,
and was welcomed by a member of the National
Unity and Peace Coordinating Committee and other responsible personnel, and members of
the national races from the Department of Culture holding signboards stating "It is the
genuine wish of the entire people to get long-lasting peace, it is the wish of the people to
achieve peace, let us negotiate for peace in the nation", and waving miniature national
flags.

The UWSP delegation team is the fourth to arrive in Nay Pyi Taw to discuss peace along with
RCSS/SSA, NMSP and KNU/KNLA-PC that have signed NCA agreement.

The fourth delegation UWSP that had come to Nay Pyi Taw to negotiate peace with SAC
Chairman Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has yet to sign the NCA agreement.

On April 22 Senior General Min Aung Hlaing invited the ethnic armed organizations to
achieve peace and bring an end to all conflicts. Accordingly seven EAOs that have signed the
NCA and three others that have not signed the NCA responded to the invitation, as
mentioned the spokesperson of the State Administration Council Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/delegation-led-by-uwsp-vice-chair-arrives-in-nay-pyi-
taw-to-hold-peace-talks-with-senior

UWSP delegation meets SAC chairman, agrees on establishment of a union based on
democracy and federalism

PUBLISHED 30 MAY 2022

Chairman of the State Administration Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing received the delegation led by Vice Chairman of United Wa
State Party (UWSP) U Lau Yaku in Nay Pyi Taw today to discuss peace issues.
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The UWSP is the fourth delegation to discuss with
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing at his invitation for
peace talks.

According to a government statement released
today, the Senior General in meeting with the UWSP
delegation discussed the ability to implement
regional and national development tasks more
speedily only if peace prevails, priority measures for
the requirements of ethnic nationals and regional and national development, the need for
cooperation of local people in peace, education and health affairs to facilitate regional
development, practicing of multi-party democracy in accord with public desire and
establishment of a union based on democracy and federalism.

The vice chair of the UWSP said his party agreed on the establishment of a union based on
democracy and federalism, expressed his views and presented regional development.

Then, both sides discussed peace, education, health and regional development issues.

Together with the Senior General were SAC Vice Chairman Deputy Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win and council
members.

The UWSP delegation will continue to discuss with the peace negotiation team and the
National Unity and Peace Coordinating Committee formed by the SAC.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/uwsp-delegation-meets-sac-chairman-agrees-on-
establishment-of-a-union-based-on-democracy-and

Some IDPs Returned To Villages In Kachin State
KNG | 30th May 2022

More than 400 displaced Kachin from 85 families,
who were displaced by the fighting between the
Kachin Independence Army and the Burma Army
in 2011, were repatriated to their villages last
week with the help of religious groups.

An anonymous source who went home told KNG
that the Kachm Baptist Convention (KBC) had already built them houses in Yay Kyi and Tar
Padawng. “We wanted to return to our village last year, but because of the military coup
and the ongoing fighting, we didn’t make it.”

Although they’ve no security guarantee, it was time to return because some people have
houses waiting for them, said the man who lived in Jan Mai Kawng internally displaced
persons (IDPs) camp in Myitkyina, where most returnees were housed. Only five families
have returned from Betlehem IDP camp.
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Some of the IDPs may have a new home but they’re concerned about whether their children
will be able to go to school.

“We're worried about our children because the political situation has deteriorated a lot. We
don’t know what'’ll happen in the future and we’re worried about their education,” a
woman requesting anonymity told KNG.

According the Kachin Humanitarian Concern Committee, only 30 houses have been built for
returnees to Yay Kyi village, all of which have no electricity, which it hopes will be provided
by private donors.

The World Food Programme has agreed to continue providing them food aid for the next six
months.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/30/some-idps-returned-to-villages-in-kachin-state/

Eastern Dawna — Heavy Rains Add to Food Shortages and Shelter Problems for Displaced
Villagers

Heavy non-stop monsoon rains are causing havoc for displaced people sheltering along the
banks of Thaung Yin River in the eastern part of Dawna, Karen State.

Karen News |30 May 2022

An aid worker helping the displaced people, living in
makeshift tents on the river bank, said the villagers
now face acute shelter and food problems.

The aid worker spoke to Karen News about the
problems. “As it’s raining both day and night, the
Thaung Yin River completely flooded where the IDPs
had been staying. Sacks of rice stored on the
riverbanks are soaked by the rain. Cars, motorcycles, and tractors are submerged, and
people had to evacuate quickly.”

It’s a similar situation on the Thaung Yin River riverbank near Thay Baw Boe village, where
1,528 IDPs were taking refuge. The displaced villagers were forced to evacuate overnight
due to heavy rains and rising rivers. An aid worker helping the Thay Baw Boe displaced said
the rice stores flooded by the rain were now creating food shortages.

The aid worker explained the displaced villagers could not stay at their homes because of
fighting. “The IDPs had already started to live in new tents built for them. The military
bombed the place. They were told to go back to the riverbanks. When they went back to the
riverbank, they had to carry heavy loads of rice sacks and were soaked by the rain. Rations
for this month haven’t yet arrived. There Have only been individual donations.”

An aid worker said children, youth and the elderly had to relocate in the non-stop rain, and
people are falling sick as the basic housing does not give enough shelter.
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There are more than 15,000 IDPs living in groups from Kyout Khat, Lay Day, Walle, K’'Nae
Lay, Ta U Hta, Ta Naw’ Hta, Thay’ Baw Boe, K’law Htaw, Su Kali, and Lay Kay Kaw area
located in the eastern part of Dawna, South of Myawaddy. IDP aid workers said IDPs are in
urgent need of food, shelter, healthcare, and emergency humanitarian aid as it continues to
rain non-stop.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/eastern-dawna-heavy-rains-add-to-food-shortages-and-
shelter-problems-for-displaced-villagers/

PNO collecting 3 male residents per village for military service in Pa-O area

By Mizzima | 30 May 2022

According to the residents in the Pa-0 area in Shan
State, the pro-junta people’s militia Pa-O National
Organization (PNO), Shan State, is gathering three
males per village to serve in the military from the
villages in the Pa-O Self-Administered Zone.

The junta-appointed village administrators are
collecting data of Pa-O males 18-35 years old to
serve in the PNO.

According to the directive, every village in the area must give three villagers to the PNO.
Those who refuse that calling have to pay a fine of 45,000 Kyat (about $25).

“They called out three people per village by drawing lots during these days. They are
mustering soldiers for security as an excuse. If you cannot run away when they come and
pick you up, you need to go with them. Similarly, in the past, PNO did everything by force
such as taking the land by force,” said a resident.

“This happens after the recent attack on junta-cooperating PNO bases. They were collecting
soldiers before. However, no one can make an objection, as they are armed. Since in the
past, they wickedly administered the area,” the resident told Mizzima.

Many residents are running away due to the news of military service for the PNO in Pa-O
self-administered zone. In addition, there has been a collection of 30,000 Kyat (USS17) per
household for security costs.

The Karenni area, the main conflict zone with the military junta, borders the Pa-O self-
administered zone. Thus, the residents said, the junta aims to reinforce the junta soldiers.

Shan Hills Battalion 1008 alleged that PNO was an army organized by the military junta and
had nothing to do with Pa-O ethnicity. In the announcement, it warns about ethnic
segregation created by the military junta because the PNO is just a pro-junta militia while
Pa-0O is an ethnic group.
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In the past, there have been cases in which the PNO unfairly collected money from people.
PNO-appointed administrators are more powerful than even government-appointed
administrators. The PNO used to take land by force. Most of the Pa-O areas are controlled
by the PNO. In some murder cases, even if the police knew the culprit, the police gave up
continuing the investigation because they are afraid of making trouble with the organization
the PNO. Currently, the military junta is giving more authority to PNO, according to a
resident.

According to local media outlets, the PNO ordered administrators to choose three people
per village for mandatory military service in villages around Taunggyi.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/pno-collecting-3-male-residents-village-military-service-
pa-o-area

Junta troops occupying religious sites in northern Rakhine State, locals say

Myanmar army soldiers are reportedly setting up bases in monasteries and mosques in at
least four townships

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 30, 2022

The 31 Realms pagoda in Buthidaung Township, a site
the locals say is now occupied by the military
(Supplied)

Locals have objected to the junta occupation of
religious buildings in Rakhine State, as Myanmar army
4 , reinforcements arrive and set up posts in monasteries

Rt S === = and mosques in the northern townships of
Buthidaung, Kyauktaw, Mrauk-U and Minbya.

In Buthidaung alone, soldiers have reportedly been staying in monasteries in at least four
villages, and at the historic 31 Realms pagoda, as well as mosques in three communities.

“They are doing whatever they want. These are public places that they should stay away
from. They are deliberately doing this to instill fear in the public,” a former Rakhine State
parliamentarian from Buthidaung told Myanmar Now.

According to a resident of the 1,000-household Kyein Chaung village, at the time of
reporting, Myanmar army troops had stationed themselves near the compound of a local
mosque for more than two weeks.

“They are taking cover behind the walls of the mosque compound,” the local man said.
“Although they haven’t been bothering us, we’re still scared to go inside the mosque now
that they’re there.”

Other armed groups, including the Arakan Army (AA), are active in the Kyein Chaung area,
which is located five miles from Buthidaung’s administrative centre. The man explained that
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villagers are afraid that the mosque and nearby homes would be destroyed if fighting were
to break out.

An abbot from Mrauk-U said that pagodas on two hills in the township—Shwe Taung and
Thin Kyate Taung—were also occupied by Myanmar army troops, and that he had avoided
visiting the sites due to the military’s presence.

“We don’t want them to make their bases in villages or religious buildings,” he said.

Junta forces are also reportedly positioned at the Mahamuni pagoda in Kyauktaw, on the
road connecting Mrauk-U with the state capital of Sittwe, and that gunfire has been heard
coming from the site.

“They’re staying in the pagoda compound and are firing gunshots. It’s such an inappropriate
thing to do. As a Buddhist, | condemn such actions,” a local from Kyauktaw said.

Soldiers have been stationed at the Kyein Taung pagoda in Minbya since before the mid-
April Thingyan festival. Locals said that they have only been allowed to pray at the site with
military permission.

“To be completely honest, | don’t like the fact that the military is setting up bases in the
buildings of any religion,” a Minbya resident told Myanmar Now.

Tensions have been growing in Rakhine State since last November, when the AA and the
military clashed for the first time in a year. Battles also occurred in the state’s northern
townships last December, as well as in February of this year.

Junta bases around the town of Ann—where the Myanmar military’s Western Regional
Command is based—as well as in Buthidaung and Mrauk-U townships, were heard
firing both heavy and light weapons last week, raising concern among locals of renewed
fighting.

On May 15, the AA urged the Rakhine public to avoid areas where junta personnel are
active, warning that fighting could break out at any time. Days later, a military spokesperson
claimed in a press conference that the Myanmar army was “holding back” in the region in
order to prevent unrest.

AA commander Twan Mrat Naing took to Twitter in early May and threatened Htin Latt Oo,
the head of the Myanmar army’s Western Regional Command, for allegedly undermining
peace in Rakhine State.

The military also issued a curfew in southern Chin State’s Paletwa Township, across the
border from Rakhine, where a clash broke out with the AA on May 26.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-occupying-religious-sites-in-
northern-rakhine-state-locals-say
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EULOGY: The Hkun Tun Oo | knew
By Sai Wansai - May 30, 2022

I met Hkun Tun Oo when | moved from Lashio to Taunggyi in early sixties when | joined the
Tai Youth Association (TYA). He was also known to us as Sao Naing Naing and Noel.

The late Hkun Htun Oo, former SNLD chairperson

He was outgoing and had always spoken his mind, during
our days in Tai Youth Association. Once he was at
loggerheads with the TYA Executive Committee members,
as he attempted to bring in non-Tai ethnic groups into the

. association and demanded a reform. But as TYA was more
literature and culturally based and not heavy in political sense, his input was not accepted at
that time. Besides the Pa-0O, Intha and so on also had their youth organizations but
cooperate with each other, like when commemorating Shan National Day usually held by
TYA.

But when we come to think about it now, he was actually way ahead of our time for wanting
to create a more wider organization and more politically oriented embracing all non-Tai
ethnic youths into the TYA.

No wonder, when he established Shan political party in 1988
prior to the 1990 national elections he did just that. Even the
name was Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) to
denote that all ethnic groups within Shan State are
represented by the party.

He was uncompromising when it comes to political principles,
which should be respected and praised for staying on the right
side of the history. He was steadfastly for 8-State federal
solution, in which a state for ethnic Bamar should be formed
to be on equal basis with the other 7 ethnic states; and committed to conflict resolution
through 1961 Federal Amend Proposal based on 1947 Panglong Agreement. He also bluntly
called for the rewriting of the military-drafted 2008 Constitution anew from cover to cover
and not at all for amendment until he passed away.

My younger brother Khuensai Jaiyane praised Hkun Tun Oo for his guts saying: “He’s got
more balls than most of us. EAO leaders can say what they like, because they have the
backing of their army. | can also say what | want, because | live in the luxury of a foreign
country. But U Shwe Ohn and him, they had no armies or a foreign country that protected
them. But nothing prevented them from speaking their minds. Because they had the
courage of their convictions. | hope both serve as models for the future Shans.”

He was respected and trusted by all ethnic political leaders because he never deviated from
his political goal of equitable federal democratic union for all ethnic nationalities until his
last breath.
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In the first place he was a Shan patriot, committed federalist, democrat and anti-
dictatorship to the core. He will continue to be a rare, shining example of leader not only for
the Shans but also for all other ethnic groups, Bamar included.

He wasn’t able to see the fruitful outcome of our aspirations. And the best way for all of us
to repay him is to continue striving for the goals he cherished, which are ethnic equality,
democracy, and rights of self-determination.

Specially written on the one month commemoration of Hkun Oo’s on May 29, 2022.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24973

2021 Another Record Year for Meth Seizures in Southeast Asia

Zsombor Peter

A view of United Nations headquarters from inside
the General Assembly hall on Sept. 21, 2021. The

! U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime released its report
' on synthetic drugs in East and Southeast Asia on
May 30, 2022.

BANGKOK — Methamphetamine seizures across
East and Southeast Asia hit yet another record high
in 2021, proof of the “staggering” scale and reach the region’s drug gangs have gained after
a decade of steady growth that looks set to continue, the United Nations says in a new
report.

In Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia: Latest Development and Challenges, issued
Monday in Bangkok, the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime says seizures of meth tablets
topped 1 billion for the first time last year. While crystal meth, or ice, seizures dipped
slightly to 79 metric tons, it says, total meth seizures by weight were a record 171.5 metric
tons in 2021, nearly eight times the total seizures a decade ago.

Combined with stable or falling street and wholesale prices across the region, the UNODC
says the spiraling drug hauls are evidence of soaring production more than stepped-up law
enforcement.

“It is fair to say the region is struggling badly to address meth, and frankly to deal with other
synthetic drugs as well,” Jeremy Douglas, the UNODC’s representative for Southeast Asia
and the Pacific, told VOA.

“There needs to be a radical policy shift and rebalancing if the region wants to get to a point
of managing the meth problem or making some headway,” he added.

Border battle

With fewer and fewer busts of meth labs across the region, the UNODC says production
continues to concentrate in the notorious Golden Triangle, a rugged and remote domain of
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warlords, drug gangs and gunrunners where the corners of eastern Myanmar, western Laos
and northern Thailand meet.

Within that triangle, it says meth production is concentrating further still in eastern
Myanmar, where militias backed by the country’s brutal military and rebel armies set
against it vie for territory — and a cut of the drug trade.

Most of the meth made there continues to pour into northern Thailand, from where it
cascades across the rest of the country, Southeast Asia and as far away as Australia and
Japan.

However, beefed-up security by Thai police along the country’s northern border has been
pushing a growing share of the traffic through Laos instead. From there, drug gangs can
bypass the north of Thailand and push their product into the country across its less-guarded
border in the northeast Isaan region, most of which tracks the Mekong River.

Of all the ice and meth tablets interdicted in Thailand’s top 10 provinces for seizures last
year, northeast provinces accounted for 49% and 39%, respectively.

Lt. Gen. Pornchai Charoenwong, an assistant to the Thai police force’s narcotics suppression
division, confirmed the trend.

“We can point to a couple of factors,” he told VOA. “First is the increased suppression by the
government, police and the military in the northern region. With that increased
suppression, we’ve seen a change in trafficking routes from the northern part of Thailand to
the Isaan region along the Mekong River.”

He said COVID-driven border controls have played a part as well.

To help Thai authorities plug the gaps, the U.S. State Department’s International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Affairs Office has donated some $670,000 worth of equipment to
local police in the northeast this year.

Mark Snyder, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration’s acting head of mission in
Thailand, said that represents an increase in U.S. crime-fighting aid to that part of the
country, reflecting its growing role in the region’s drug trade.

“Thai law enforcement has been doing a lot of work on the northern border,” he said, and
“when you have increased law enforcement presence in one area, the criminal
organizations will adapt to that.”

He declined to say what the equipment consists of. Pornchai said the U.S. donations
typically include vehicles, communications gear and drones.

From Thailand, much of the meth flows south to, and through, Malaysia, which the UNODC
report highlights as an increasingly important springboard to the rest of Southeast Asia and
beyond for Golden Triangle drug gangs.

Laos, Thailand and Malaysia all saw record seizures of meth tablets in 2021.
Growth potential
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The UNODC says the trade is also getting harder to stop, for a few reasons.

Most producers “brand” their packages with distinct codes that help the gangs keep track of
them down the line. Variations on “999” and “Y1” are the most common, for reasons that
are not entirely clear. Last year, though, the share of meth seized from a host of smaller
producers using other codes shot up from 2.8% to 13%.

Douglas said the “unprecedented” surge in smaller producers, who buy meth powder from
larger groups but press the tablets themselves, is likely adding to the overall rise in supply.
He said more producers also means more trafficking networks, which means more players
for the authorities to try and uncover, infiltrate and stop.

Blocking the flow of the chemicals the larger groups use to make their meth is getting
tougher too, the U.N. agency says.

Seizures of the most common meth precursors, burdened by import and export controls
that force drug gangs to get their hands on much of what they need on the black market,
have crashed across Southeast Asia in recent years. The UNODC suspects that means the
groups have switched to making those precursors themselves from other chemicals, or pre-
precursors, that are not controlled.

The new report says authorities in the region seized a number of these other chemicals last
year and into 2022 either at or on the way to suspected lab sites.

Douglas said pre-precursors “make an already complex situation more difficult.”

The U.N. and others are working with local authorities to highlight the problem and help
them share intelligence on where and when those chemicals are moving, he added, while
talks at the global level on controlling their shipment are also underway.

The report also notes the spread of meth from Myanmar westward into northern India,
Middle Eastern drug gangs now using Malaysia as a steppingstone for amphetamine
shipments, and illicit ketamine producers setting up shop in Cambodia.

Douglas said Southeast Asia’s drug gangs “have all the ingredients in place that they need to
continue to grow,” and will do so unless local authorities themselves adapt.

“The scale and reach of the methamphetamine and synthetic drug trade in East and
Southeast Asia is staggering,” he said, “and yet it can continue to expand if the region does
not change approach and address the root causes that have allowed it to get to this point,
including governance in the Golden Triangle and market demand.”

https://www.voanews.com/a/another-record-year-for-meth-seizures-in-southeast-
asia/6595014.html
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