PEACE Info (May 25, 2022)

NUG demands justice for those killed by the junta

Almost 170 Civilians Massacred by Myanmar Regime Since July 2021

Thousands of homes burned by soldiers in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Thousands Displaced by Myanmar Junta Arson Attacks

Homes of military supporters destroyed in junta arson attack

Military offensive in southern Shan State taking heavy toll on resistance forces

The IDPs in Pindaya Face Inadequate Supplies

The Struggling Life of the IDPs Relocating in the Deep Jungle

SNLD says it will mull over UEC scrutiny after party conference

SNLD to convene amid military threats of party suspension

Please Don't Call Myanmar Military Tatmadaw

Ex-Myanmar Military Officers to Head Press and Literary Bodies

Japanese trained officer part of Myanmar forces abusing civilians

Military Coup Leader, Gen Min Aung Hlaing, Blames ‘Foreign Influence’ for Failed ‘Peace-
Talks’

NMSP meets with SAC to discuss a separate constitution of Mon State

Ethnic Armed Group Criticized for Holding Talks With Myanmar Regime

Burma Army Kills Man In Hpakant

Regime Cuts Cellular Services In Putao

Myawaddy Friendship Bridge Remains Shut on Burma Side — Arrests of Undocumented Migrants
Crossing Border Continue to Rise
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NUG demands justice for those killed by the junta
By Mizzima |

The NUG Ministry of Health issued a statement saying that there must be justice for
students, healthcare workers and all the innocent people who have died as a result of the
coup.

It said that those who are responsible for military acts of terrorism will be severely punished
in accordance with the law.

It was part of a statement the NUG released on 22 May to express its condolences for the
killing of Kyaw Nyi Zin, a third-year student at Mandalay Medical University, on 20 May.

Ko Kyaw Nyi Zin was driving on the Chaung Oo to Monywa highway on 20 May when the
military suddenly tried to stop his car. Due to his speed, he was not able to stop in a timely
manner and was shot in the head by the military.

He was taken to Monywa Hospital but died later that afternoon as a result of his injuries. His
body was bought back to Mandalay and he was buried on 21 May.

The junta is committing many acts that can be classified as terrorism.

In the health sector they have carried out arbitrary arrests of Doctors, Nurses, Healthcare
workers, medical specialists and medical students. Sometimes they are also torturing and
brutally killing them.

The junta has also revoked medical licences for no reason, unethically inspected patients’
confidential medical records, and raided hospitals and clinics, according to the NUG Ministry
of Health.

According to the Assistance Association of Political Prisoners (AAPP) the Military Council has
killed over 1,850 people and imprisoned more than 13,700 since the coup on 1 February
2021 until 20 May 2022.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-demands-justice-those-killed-junta

Almost 170 Civilians Massacred by Myanmar Regime Since July 2021
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 May 2022

The Myanmar regime has murdered almost 170 people in five separate massacres since July
2021, with most of the killings taking place in Sagaing Region, said the human rights minister
of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

On Tuesday, U Aung Myo Min said that regime forces committed massacres in Sagaing and
Magwe Regions, as well as in Kayah, Chin and Shan states .The victims included children and
women.
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Sagaing, Magwe, Chin and Kayah are strongholds of the resistance movement, with fighting
occurring daily between junta forces and resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations.

The military regime has responded with extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests during
raids, and by torching and looting civilian homes.

The minister said 15 villagers were killed on July 11 last year in Sagaing’s Kani Township.
Further murders took place in three other villages in Kani on July 26, 27, 28 and 31, taking
the number of civilians massacred in the same area to over 40.

“Killing a number of unarmed people in the same place or at the same time is no longer
merely a human rights violation. It is a crime against humanity, ethnic cleansing and a war
crime. Violators will be heavily punished,” said U Aung Myo Min.

The NUG has also recorded 48 civilians murdered in Sagaing between February and May this
year. The total number of people massacred in the region reached more than 84 as of May
2022.

Sagaing massacres in 2021

Regime forces killed over 40 villagers in Kani Township on July 2021. 15 people from Yin and
Kone Thar villages were murdered on July 11, 2021, with the remaining victims from Yin
Village, Kyaut Taw Thaik Village and Taung Pauk Village killed over four consecutive days at
the end of July.

Around 10 people, including teenagers aged from 14 to 17, were killed by junta forces on
December 7, 2021 in Done Taw Village in Salingyi Township.

48 Sagaing residents killed from February to May 2022

The NUG reported that eight bodies were found in Badai Village in Myinmu Township, and
that five people were burned alive by regime forces on February 3, 2022. In the same
month, two daughters and a mother were killed in Kale Township.

Four people — 3 fighters from a People’s Defense Force and one villager — were burned alive
at Oat Pho Village in Ye-U Township on March 1.

Another 28 bodies were found in Mohntaipin Village in Ye-U Township on May 12, some of
them had been burned.

BBC Burmese reported that junta troops came to Mohntaipin Village and arrested over 50
civilians on May 10, and that 31 burned bodies were discovered in Mohntaipin and Inpin
villages on May 12.

11 Chin State civilians murdered on January 6, 2022
Regime forces detained and killed 11 civilians in Matupi Township on January 6, 2022.
Kayah State Massacre of 49 villagers including Save the Children staff

Some 49 villagers including woman, children and two staffers from Save the Children were
burned alive in seven vehicles on December 24, 2021 by regime forces in Hpruso Township.
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On December 25, Save the Children confirmed that two of their staff were killed and
condemned the attack by the Myanmar military.

Nine men in Shan State burned alive

On April 19, 2022 nine men from Paeyintaung Village in Ywangan Township in Shan State
were burned alive.

Some 1,861 people have been killed since last year’s coup, according to figures from the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP). An AAPP staff member told The
Irrawaddy that some of the almost 170 people massacred who are listed by the NUG are not
on AAPP lists, meaning that the number of people killed after the coup is likely higher than
1,861.

“We are contacting the NUG’s Ministry of Human Rights and will request them to send us
the exact list. We will update our information after we get the data”, said the AAPP staffer.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-170-civilians-massacred-by-myanmar-
regime-since-july-2021.html

Thousands of homes burned by soldiers in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Many victims have been forced to live in tents in the forest as the rainy season starts.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.05.25

A man examines the remains of a structure
burned down by junta forces in Naw Yoe village,
Yinmabin township, northwestern Myanmar's
Sagaing region, May 15, 2022. Photo courtesy of
citizen journalist

Nearly 6,300 homes have been burned down in
19 townships in northwestern Myanmar’s war-
torn Sagaing region during the past two months, forcing residents into tents and other
makeshift shelters as the rainy season begins, according to data compiled by RFA.

Most of Sagaing’s 34 townships and more than 5,900 villages have been affected by
fighting between military forces and members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Forces
(PDF). While the military denies it is responsible for the widespread arson, villagers who
spoke to RFA said the fires were part of the junta’s strategy to crush opposition forces.

Some of the fiercest armed resistance to junta rule has occurred in Sagaing since the
military seized power from the country’s elected government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup. As
fighting between the military and the PDFs has intensified there in recent months, junta
forces have conducted an arson campaign targeting rural villages, killing civilians and
burning hundreds of homes, leaving thousands displaced.
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Among the 6,281 homes destroyed between April 1 and May 24, Kalemyo township had
the highest number with 1,609 houses. Khin Oo township had the second-highest with
874 houses, followed by Mingin township with 609 houses.

Homes have also been destroyed in Pale, Chaung-U, Myinmu, Wetlet and Kanbalu
townships.

A resident of Ngadin Gyi village in Khin Oo township, who declined to be named for safety
reasons, told RFA that he could not rebuild his house so long as military forces are still
conducting clearance operations in the area.

“It’s unthinkable to build a house under this regime,” he said. “There’s also a financial
problem [because] a house costs 2.5 million-5 million kyats ($1,325-52,650). And no one
can guarantee that this will not happen again.”

Soldiers reportedly burned down more than 200 houses in Ngadin Gyi village on April 3,
forcing residents to live in makeshift tents.

A resident of Tayawgyin village in Yinmabin township, whose community was torched on
May 15 and May 24, said the arson was an act of cruelty committed by the ruling junta.

“Tayawgyin village has suffered fires twice,” said the villager who declined to be named.
“They set fire to 25 houses the first time. Another 15 homes were set on fire yesterday.
We cannot understand why they did that. It is just plain cruelty to the people.”

Other villagers said their homes were set ablaze as they fled in fear of the soldiers.

A resident in Tin Maw village in Kanbalu township, who also did not want to be named for
security reasons, said he and his fellow villagers have been living in tents in the woods
after Burmese soldiers burned their homes on May 17.

“The houses and the barn where we had over 500 baskets of paddy were all gone,” he
said. “Now | have to pitch a makeshift tent in the forest. We need timber to rebuild the
[houses], and timber is scarce in this area. Only when the situation calms down will we be
able to rebuild.”

'This shouldn't have happened'

Junta spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun rejected the arson allegations and blamed the
fires on the PDFs.

“We did not enter the villages,” he said. “Our main focus was their camps near the
villages and places where they produced weapons. As is customary for PDFs, they
attacked some villages when they heard that militia units had been formed. When they
retreated, they set the villages on fire and blamed us, saying the army set fire to them.”

Locals and civil defense groups said otherwise.

Bo Moe Yan, a member of Taungdwin PDF in Minkin township, said residents just
watched the military destroy buildings.
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“The actions of the military are so inhumane,” he said. “When they could not fight the
PDFs, they would burn any house they came across. Almost all the houses and shops
along Kalaywa and Yagyi Roads are now gone. This shouldn’t have happened. We just had
to watch in agony.”

Sagaing villagers who have lost their homes are now suffering from poor health and need
food and shelter to get through the rainy season, locals said. The rainy season in
Myanmar typically runs from mid-May through October.

U Pe of the Black Peacock PDF in Pale township said the need for tents there is great,
though the armed resistance groups are helping villagers as much as they can.

“We need about 60,000 kyats (532) to get bamboo and poles to build a tent,” he said.
“We collect donations for those who cannot rebuild their houses yet. A palm leaf now
costs about 150 kyats because most of the houses were destroyed by fire, and demand
for them has gone up. It is hard to get them now because it is planting season.”

After thousands of homes were destroyed in the fires, their group was able to donate
only 23 tents, he added.

More than 800,000 civilians across the country of about 55 million people have been
displaced by hostilities since the coup, with Sagaing region having the highest number at
more than 240,000.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA’s Burmese Service. Written in English by
Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-arson-05252022182104.html|

Thousands Displaced by Myanmar Junta Arson Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 May 2022

More than 5,000 people were displaced by junta raids and arson attacks between May 18
and 22 in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region, according to the Civilian Defense and Security
Organization in the township.

Some 400 houses from 18 villages were torched by junta soldiers and pro-junta Pyu Saw
Htee militias.

Ko Nwe Oo of the organization said: “They cut off phone lines using jammers and fired
mortar shells before entering villages to prevent ambushes and mine attacks from the
people’s defence forces [PDFs].”

Around 200 junta soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militia members first raided Pann Nyo village
on May 18, where they also torched religious buildings.

More than 100 houses, a pagoda, religious hall and monastery were torched in Min Tan on
May 21, said residents.
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“Min Tan has turned into a ghastly sight after the fire. They didn’t even spare the
monastery,” said Ko Nwe Oo.

Junta troops that raided Myaung villages were reportedly armed with rocket-propelled
grenade launchers, machine guns, mortars and drone jammers.

A witness from Pan Nyo village said: “There were people in civilian clothes beside the troops
entering our village. There were around 200 of them. They fired mortar shells as they
entered the village. They searched each house and torched fine houses and those with
silos.”

The PDFs said they can only help civilians escape the attacks because they are outgunned
and outnumbered by junta troops.

Residents are facing many hardships due to deliberate arson attacks by the regime. A
villager was shot dead in Nyaung Kar Yar and three Pauk Chaung villagers were injured,
according to the security organization.

Regime troops also set fire to the Nwe Oo Yaungni clinic run by the Myaung Medical Team
providing health care to displaced civilians. Pharmaceuticals and the staff quarters were
destroyed.

Two people were injured when a junta vehicle fired on pedestrians in Myaung town on May
19.

The regime is targeting civilians to frighten them into staying away from the PDFs, said Ko
Nwe Oo.

“As they cannot defeat the PDFs, they are torching houses. They think PDFs exist because of
support from villagers. And they also want to harm the people who reject military rule. They
think that the revolution will be hit hard and cease if they torch villages.”

Homeless people in Myaung are short of food and suffering from monsoon rain and wind,
he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thousands-displaced-by-myanmar-junta-arson-
attacks.html

Homes of military supporters destroyed in junta arson attack

Of the 53 houses set on fire, six were owned by known backers of Myanmar’s junta,
residents said

Thura Maung | Published on May 25, 2022

Many of the homes torched by regime forces in a village in Sagaing Region’s Depayin
Township on Sunday belonged to military supporters, according to residents.

Of the 53 houses destroyed in the village of Na Gar Twin in the day-long attack, six were
owned by known backers of Myanmar’s junta, residents said.
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“They torched houses at random, without regard for whether they belonged to
revolutionaries or army supporters or those sitting on the fence,” one local told Myanmar
Now.

The source, who did not want to be identified, also said that there were no casualties in the
attack, as residents had been warned by resistance forces early that morning of the
approach of around 50 soldiers from a police station in Depayin.

Another resident said that the troops began firing on the eastern part of the village with
light and heavy weapons at around 8am. They then entered the village and started setting
fires, he added.

“They were there, torching houses the whole day. They didn’t leave until 9 or 10pm. We
could see the smoke and hear the gunfire,” he said, adding that the scene was clearly visible
from Oh Htein Kwin, the village about 5km away that most residents had fled to.

A member of a local defence force confirmed that houses belonging to army supporters
were among those destroyed in the attack.

He added that resistance fighters fired hand-made mortars at the soldiers as they rampaged
through the village, but were unable to force them to leave.

“They were essentially just bullying the civilians. We couldn’t do anything significant as we
couldn’t enter the village with the manpower we have now,” he said.

One member of the anti-regime group was injured when the junta soldiers returned fire, he
added. There were no confirmed regime casualties.

Residents returned to the village the next day to find that 53 of its roughly 300 homes had
been burned to the ground.

The military has been targeting villages in many parts of Sagaing Region since last year’s
coup triggered an armed resistance movement in areas that had previously been free of
conflict.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/homes-of-military-supporters-destroyed-in-junta-

arson-attack

Military offensive in southern Shan State taking heavy toll on resistance forces

After nearly two weeks of fighting, anti-junta forces in Pekhon Township say they are
‘exhausted and running out of weapons’

Esther J | Published on May 25, 2022

A massive offensive launched by Myanmar’s military in southern Shan State nearly two
weeks ago has begun to wear down anti-regime groups in the area, according to resistance
sources.
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An aerial image shows junta soldiers on a hill
near the village of Saung Nang Khae in Pekhon
Township on May 15 (Supplied)

The area east of Pekhon Lake has come

under sustained artillery fire since local defence
forces overran a military outpost in Nyaungshwe
Township on May 12. The outpost was located
near the border with Pekhon Township.

“We are facing more casualties as our soldiers are getting exhausted and are running out of
weapons,” said an officer of the Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF).

According to multiple sources, the alliance of anti-regime groups fighting in the hills east of
Pekhon Lake have lost a total of six members since the offensive began.

The most recent confirmed casualties were two Pekhon PDF members killed on Monday
near the village of Ma Hkay Hkam, in the Loi Paw village tract.

The group also lost a member last Friday, while clashes on Wednesday near the Moebye
dam claimed the lives of two resistance fighters—one from the Pekhon PDF and another
from the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force’s (KNDF).

Three days earlier, on May 15, a member of another allied group, Shan Hills Battalion 1008,
became the first casualty of the offensive when he was killed in the village of Saung Nang
Khae.

Most of the resistance groups involved in the fighting, apart from the KNDF, are PDFs under
the direct control of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

While the resistance groups have a certain number of assault rifles and M79 grenade
launchers at their disposal, these have been no match for the 105mm and 120mm artillery
shells that the military has been using to bombard their positions.

Anti-regime groups that have not withdrawn from the area say they have been mostly
reduced to taking up a defensive posture.

“All we can do is dig trenches and try to withstand the artillery fire. But that hasn’t been
very effective against such a heavy onslaught,” a spokesperson for the Pekhon PDF told
Myanmar Now.

He added that drone cameras have captured junta troops looting shops in Loi Paw, one of
the villages emptied by the fighting, while two other villages, Saung Nang Khae and Nang
Paw Lon, have been subjected to repeated arson attacks.

Meanwhile, a KNDF member said that junta troops occupying the village of Tsi Mi Lawt,
located opposite the town of Moebye, withdrew on Monday.

“They were stationed in the school and on the hill, but they left to go back to LIB 422 in
Moebye last night. Things seem to be calm today,” he said.
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Heavy shelling of the village did extensive damage, destroying houses and power lines, while
two cows owned by local farmers were reportedly killed by landmines, he added.

It was exactly a year ago on Saturday that ethnic Karenni forces in Kayah (Karenni) State and
parts of southern Shan State, including Pekhon Township, began their armed resistance to
military rule.

According to a report released by the Karenni Civil Social Network earlier this month, nearly
200,000 Karenni civilians—or roughly two-thirds of the Karenni State population—have
been displaced by the conflict.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-offensive-in-southern-shan-state-taking-
heavy-toll-on-resistance-forces

The IDPs in Pindaya Face Inadequate Supplies
By SHAN - May 25, 2022

The internally displaced people (IDPs) relocating to Pindaya township, Southern Shan State,
are now experiencing food and sheltering issues during this raining season.

Pindaya

According to a 30 years old man who is helping
the IDPs, the 250 IDPs, who moved to Pindaya
township due to the heavy gun fight between the
local People Defense Force (PDF) and Myanmar

g oW military junta, need an urgent support of
medicine, clothing, and women monthly hygienic supplies.

“Women are in a more critical situation. The reason is that it is difficult for them to have
enough clothing to change during this raining season; meanwhile, they do not have enough
supplies of their monthly hygienic needs. So, | would like to request for donors and other
generous persons to make donations,” the above 30 years old man told SHAN.

The man also added that those IDPs are now staying at Aung Chin Taw Ya monastery in
Pindaya township, and around 75 IDPs are women and children and elderly people are also
included.

Currently, there are a total of 800 IDPs from Ywar Ngan township where 250 of them are
relocating to Pindaya township, and the rest are still on the move nearby villages and
jungles according to a man who lives in Ywar Ngan township.

“Some are taking refuge at the city’s monasteries while some others are living with their
relatives and friends. Some are still on the run in the jungle, and they are in need of raincoat
and food,” quoted by the above young man.
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Myanmar military junta and Phyu Saw Htee armed group are making a co-operation
mission to attack, arrest, and kill people in Ywar Ngan township which resulted the civilians
to flee their homes.

Those people who fled their homes were from the Nwar Ban Gyi village, Lal Khaing village,
Lwa Sin village, and Pae Yin Taung village. It is also reported that many houses from those
areas were burned down by the military junta.

Even though there has been no Myanmar military operation base in Ywar Ngan township,
the revolution activities were very strong that Myanmar military junta needed to deploy its
troops into the areas to tackle the local PDF. So far, four PDF members were killed while
military junta faced at least 11 casualties.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24963

The Struggling Life of the IDPs Relocating in the Deep Jungle
By SHAN - May 25, 2022

A group of people are holding and carrying bags while struggling to walk on a two foot wide
track in a deep forest.

IDPs at Moebye 2

Since this is the raining season, the track is very slippery and
everyone is covered with mud —they are climbing one
mountain after another to get to safety.

| These people are internally displaced people forced to flee
their homes because of the Myanmar military offensive
military operations in the areas, and they are heading to

somewhere safe.

The IDPs camp they are heading to is about three miles from Phaikhun township; however,
there is no road in which vehicles can be used, so they travel on foot.

“There is no road for vehicles from here. We have to travel on foot. The gun fight could
escalate anytime along the way. And the journey is very tough,” Mu Ae Mali, who is
currently helping the IDPs, told SHAN.

IDPs at Moebye

me-iopc

= L . Currently, about 700 IDPs are in the jungle trying to seek
o & @& & safety. They are from the villages in the eastern part of
Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State.

The temporary shelters built in the jungle are not strong
enough to withstand the strong wind and rain, and they are
often blown away.
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“They have to build temporary shelters with plastic cover. The plastic cover is not enough
for everyone — they could only bring the old ones they have. So, it could not totally protect
them from the rain. It is getting worse when it is windy — they are usually blown away. The
main concern is for the children and elderly people because these groups of people are
sensitive and the situation is not good for their health,” Mu Ae Mali continued telling the
IDPs situation.

On one hand, the people are worried about the Myanmar military junta attack in the
villages, and they flee into the forest; on the other hand, it is very hard for them to travel
and survive because of shortage of supplies and difficulties to travel.

“There is no transportation route to go there to support them with food and supplies. So,
we have to go there by foot which makes it difficult for supporters,” Mu Ae Mali who used
to go to the camp in the jungle explained about the problems.

Currently, there are almost no supporters to provide food and supplies. Moreover, there is
neither mobile phone signal nor internet connection in that IDPs camp area.

IDPs at Moebye 1

During this month, the armed conflict broke out
between the Myanmar military junta and local people
defense force (PDF) in the eastern part of Phaikhun
township. The military used air strikes to attack the
PDF, and burned down a whole village in Saung Nan
Kae village.

Moreover, the Myanmar military junta has set up a
base on the route that the IDPs are using, and gun fights could escalate anytime. That is the
reason those IDPs in the jungle cannot return home yet.

“It is not safe anymore to seek cover in their farms, they have to flee into the deep jungle.
Additionally, fights could escalate anytime along the way through the jungle. They are
trapped in the jungle,” Mu Ae Mali quoted.

Since this is the rainy season, health care is another pressing concern for the IDPs.

“Diarrhea is very common during the rainy season. Moreover, lots of mosquitoes are in the
jungle; therefore, dengue fever is another concern. Women are even in a more difficult
situation. Overall, nothing is convenient during this rainy season,” Mu Ae Mali explained
about the difficulties.

Totally around 1,300 IDPs from eastern Phaikhun township are now taking refuge in
Moebye township.

“Most of the IDPs are children and elderly people, very few adults and young people are in
the camp. Those young people are working and earning somewhere else. Children are
almost at every IDPs camp,” U Yan (Not real name), a committee member of the Moebye
IDPs, told SHAN.
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U Yan also added that most of the IDPs are children, women, and elders, and children do not
have a chance to study yet.

“Many children are at the IDPs camp —they are at almost every camp. Some of them are 6
to 8 years old and they still do not have a chance to study yet. Some are 7 years old and they
have never been to kindergarten yet. So, if we look at education, it is getting worse and
worse,” U Yan disappointedly told SHAN.

IDPs at Moebye 3

MB-1DPC

Moreover, agriculture is the main career in Phaikhun
township, and the locals can no longer work on the
farms due to the armed conflicts after the coup in
February 2021.

U Yan has expressed his worries that the productivity
of paddy could significantly decrease this year, and if
the locals still have to flee next year, there will be zero

paddy productivity next year.

“Only one third of the farms are cultivated this year in Moebye; therefore, there could be a
shortage of paddy next year. Paddy is the main agricultural product east and south of
Moebye, and people can no longer work on the farms in those areas. People do not dare to
do so,” U Yan added.

Moebye town, Phaikhun township, is the first town to establish a people defense force
(PDF) and fight against the military junta three months after the coup.

Since then the armed conflict between the PDF and Myanmar military junta have been
intensely ongoing, and air strikes and artillery shelling have been used against the local PDF.

According to one PDF member from eastern Phaikhun township, Myanmar military could
reinforce more deployments into the areas and the gun fight could become heavier.

“The clash will be ongoing, and it could become worse and worse. They (the military) are
using more weaponry including the air strike and big shelling,” the above PDF member who
is based in eastern Phaikhun township told SHAN.

Therefore, if the gun fight continues and gets worse, there will be more internally displaced
people and it will be difficult to manage their food and supplies. If the military is
continuously using air strikes, it will be difficult for the IDPs to relocate.

“If the war continues, and if the military continues bombarding using air strikes, it will not
be safe for the IDPs even if they relocate to the deep jungle. There will be no place for them
to run to,” Mu Ae Mali pointed out the future scenario for the IDPs.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24966
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SNLD says it will mull over UEC scrutiny after party conference
PUBLISHED 25 MAY 2022

Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) will consider whether it will accept the
scrutiny of the Union Election Commission (UEC) only after its conference scheduled in late
May, the party’s joint Secretary (1) U Sai Kyaw Nyunt told The Daily Eleven.

He made the remark in response to the question about his party’s stance over the UEC's
reply to agree on SNLD’s willingness to come under scrutiny at the place it chooses.

“We are going to hold our party conference. We will consider after it. For the time being, we
are not considering anything,” said U Sai Kyaw Nyunt.

SNLD announced on May 24 that its conference, which is usually held once in three years,
would take place on May 26 and 27.

The UEC is in the process of monitoring the membership strength of political parties in
Myanmar and their accounts. According to the commission’s data, 83 parties have been
inspected, and 10 others including the National League for Democracy and SNLD have yet to
come under scrutiny.

There had been controversy between the UEC and SNLD over choice of venue for scrutiny.
The former wanted to summon while the latter was willing to come under scrutiny at its
headquarters.

The SNLD has told the media that it will not go to the place the UEC chose.

During a press conference on April 27, UEC member U Khin Maung Oo said the commission gave
time to the political parties in consideration of circumstances although it has the duty and power to
allow formation of parties and dissolve them in accord with the law.

He added that the NLD was also given a certain period of time because of some of its CEC members
arrested and some going into hiding.

In March, the commission warned that the NLD and SNLD would have their party registrations
suspended or face abolishment if they did not accept scrutiny.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/snld-says-it-will-mull-over-uec-scrutiny-after-party-conference

SNLD to convene amid military threats of party suspension

The political party’s conference in Taunggyi is a ‘risk’ but ‘must be done,” the SNLD’s
chairperson says

Nyan Hlaing Lin | Published on May 25, 2022

The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) announced on Thursday that they
would hold a major conference on Thursday and Friday in the Shan State capital of Taunggyi
to re-elect party leadership, the current chair said.
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An SNLD campaign event in Panglong, Shan State,
on October 23, 2020 (SNLD / Facebook)

The conference follows a February threat by the
military council to suspend the prominent ethnic
political party’s activities for three years for their
failure to follow budgetary guidelines issued by

| the junta-controlled Union Election Commission

(UEC).

A party audit was to follow, but was postponed until the end of June, and the military
reportedly gave the SNLD permission to hold their upcoming meeting.

“There’s basically nothing that the political parties can do [under the military regime],” SNLD
chairperson Sai Nyunt Lwin told Myanmar Now. “The date for the audit is in June, so it’s the
perfect time for us to hold a conference now. | also don’t think the UEC will trouble us.”

An SNLD rally in Namkham, Shan State, on
October 7, 2020 (SNLD / Facebook)

During the two-day event, SNLD representatives
from more than 50 townships nationwide will

elect 70 central committee members, 30 central
executive officers, vice chairs and a chairperson.

The conference comes one month after the
death of the 78-year-old party founder and

former chairperson Khun Htun Oo.

The SNLD is the first political party to convene in this way since Myanmar’s February 2021
military coup.

“We had to take a lot of risks to do this as we don’t know what dangers await us, but this is
something that must be done,” Sai Nyunt Lwin said.

The SNLD was founded in 1988 and has long advocated for the removal of the military from
politics and the establishment of a federal union in Myanmar. Party policy requires that a
conference be held every three years to conduct internal elections. It has between 40,000
and 50,000 members nationwide, according to Sai Nyunt Lwin.

Some 42 SNLD candidates won representation in the 2020 general elections, including two
Upper House seats, 13 Lower House seats and 27 state parliament seats.

The results were annulled by the military in their attempted seizure of power.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/snld-to-convene-amid-military-threats-of-party-
suspension
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Please Don't Call Myanmar Military Tatmadaw
By DESMOND | 25 May 2022

I’m not a military expert, just someone who loathes my country’s military. So it is
unsurprising that | am struggling to come up with the correct name to use for the current
Myanmar military.

My job, which includes writing reports, periodical analysis and preparing briefs for
international donors and audiences, requires me to learn hundreds of military terms. My
supervisor, a native English speaker, has helped me out a lot, but we still have a big
disagreement over what term to use for the army of coup leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

For me, there are two especially troubling terms used to describe the military. The first is
‘Tatmadaw’, which in the Burmese language means ‘Royal Armed Forces’ and was the name
used for Burma’s army in the pre-colonial era when Burma was ruled by a monarchy. ‘Royal’
is understood as glorious in Burmese culture. Using the phrase ‘the Myanmar military, also
known as the Tatmadaw’ became the norm for many analysts and so-called Burmese
experts. But the unscrupulous use of ‘Tatmadaw’ by many external analysts hurts our
hearts. The word is too good for Min Aung Hlaing’s army, who are just a group of armed
men killing their own people. There is nothing ‘royal’ about the actions of the present-day
Myanmar Military.

The second troubling term is the use of Myanmar or Burmese before the word ‘military’. For
those who are familiar with Myanmar, Myanmar or Burma both refer to the Bamar, the
largest ethnic group in the country. However, in the post-1988 period, the military regime
deliberately propagated the word ‘Myanmar’ as an overarching term representing all ethnic
groups. It was an outright fabricated attempt. The ethnic minorities, some of whom have
their own armies, never accepted it. The ethnic armies, who have fought the military regime
for decades, use the term ‘Burmese army’, meaning the armed forces fighting for the
Burmese, or Bamar, people.

I, though, have never felt that the military represents the Burmese people or the country.
The military are their own self-interested group and it is only its propaganda machine that
presents the military as representing the country. At the same time, it controlled the state
for six decades and it is undeniable that the military is mostly manned by Bamar people, and
so pushes a Burmese Buddhist ideology.

As a Burmese person, | always felt ashamed when my ethnic friends referred to the
‘Burmese army’, as | felt that they were saying that my army was committing all those
atrocities in ethnic regions. But | was powerless to change the name. Many of my fellow
Burmese have also naively accepted the name. But since last year’s coup, many Burmese
people have been given the unwelcome opportunity of seeing the true, evil face of the
military, with some of them now fighting back against the military.

Now, we Burmese are not using the term ‘Tatmadaw’ and are just referring to the armed
forces as ‘Sit-tat’, or military, with no reference to glory. Some people are also referring to
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the military as ‘Sit-kwe’, or dog soldiers, a reference to the military being dogs who only
obey their masters. It is derogatory, but | feel it is the most correct term for them. Many
Burmese are saying that we have our own military now, the People’s Defense Forces led by
the National Unity Government. We found an alternative military to replace the old one.

But reading news reports for the international audience, who might have little knowledge of
the background of Min Aung Hlaing’s brutal military, some still use ‘Tatmadaw’. It is worth
noting that using the military’s preferred term is helping the military regime’s propaganda
by ignorantly accepting them as a glorified and representative actor of Myanmar. Far better
to use ‘Sit-tat’, if you want to be a neutral reporter.

Instead of the term ‘Myanmar Military”’, the most suitable term would be ‘murderous
military’, which captures the true nature of Min Aung Hlaing’s army. It is also important that
reporters add an explanation describing how the military launched a coup and deposed the
elected government, as well as how it is committing war crimes against the population.

| humbly ask international readers to make an effort to understand the current situation.
And the first step in doing that is to use the correct terms for the military.

Desmond studies international development with a focus on peace processes and
transitional issues.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/please-dont-call-myanmar-military-
tatmadaw.html

Ex-Myanmar Military Officers to Head Press and Literary Bodies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 May 2022

In what is believed to be another step to choke the already suffocated media, Myanmar’s
military regime has appointed two former military officers to lead the Myanmar Press
Council in addition to their oversight over the Myanmar Press Council.

The press council will be chaired by former lieutenant colonel U Ohn Maung and the vice-
chairman will be former lieutenant colonel U Myo Tun. Both men became the chairman and
vice-chairman of the writers association in November.

U Ohn Maung, a poet who goes by the pen name Myinmu Maung Naing Moe, won several
national poetry awards under previous military regimes.

U Myo Tun, a poet who uses the names Maung Sein Naung Lewe, worked for the
Directorate of Public Relations and Psychological Warfare at the Defense Ministry. Their
public profile is low.

The 11-member central executive committee of the writers association is dominated by
former military officers and those close to the military. A writer, who asked for anonymity,
said: “The two are from the military since the very beginning. They will not help develop
literature.”
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Certain freedoms that journalists and writers enjoyed for nearly 10 years have ended with
the February 2021 coup. In November last year, the press council was reformed under
regime control. The writers association followed nearly six months later.

The new council members, who took an oath before junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in
November, did not speak up for journalists detained by the regime and issued statements in
support of the regime.

Over the past six months, U Ohn Maung has written propaganda poems in junta
newspapers. The 70-year-old is known to have absolute loyalty to the military and has
organized literary talks, poster exhibitions, competitions and writing contests within
battalions.

He reportedly has close ties with former information minister and ex-brigadier general Kyaw
Hsan, former defence minister and ex-lieutenant general Wai Lwin, former police chief and
current immigration minister U Khin Yi and the current Union Government’s Office minister
U Chit Naing, who is a well-known military writer.

Both men are controversial recipients of national literary awards.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ex-myanmar-military-officers-to-head-press-and-
literary-bodies.html

Japanese trained officer part of Myanmar forces abusing civilians

By Mizzima | 25 May 2022

Armed Forces Day in Naypyitaw in March. Photo:
AFP

A Myanmar air force lieutenant colonel who
received military training in Japan is deployed with
forces that have been implicated in serious abuses
in Myanmar’s central Magway Region, Human
Rights Watch and Justice For Myanmar said today.

The two campaigning organisations called on the
Japanese government to immediately halt its training program and investigate whether
other program participants are involved in operations that violate the laws of war.

Myanmar Air Force Lt. Col. Hiwan Moe received training at Japan’s Air Command and Staff
College from August 2016 to March 2017, according to the All Japan Defence Association
and a defence ministry document.

A media outlet reported that Hlwan Moe is a deputy commander, and two well-connected
sources said he is based at Magway Air Base.

Heavy fighting in the Magway Region since the February 2021 coup, including armed clashes
and airstrikes, has displaced over 50,000 civilians. The Myanmar military has committed
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summary executions, arson, and other abuses, including possible indiscriminate airstrikes in
Magway, according to media reports.

“The Myanmar military’s long history of committing war crimes with impunity should have
been enough evidence for Japan that its military training program was going to risk making
Japan complicit in atrocities,” said Teppei Kasai, Asia program officer at Human Rights
Watch. “The Japanese government should give up its absurd, wishful thinking that its
training program can change the Myanmar military’s abusive culture.”

Hiwan Moe’s name, rank, position, and military ID 2321 are identified in a list of Myanmar
Air Force personnel reportedly involved in airstrikes since 2021 that was leaked to Khit Thit
Media, a Myanmar media group that published it in January 2022. Two sources with
connections to Myanmar military personnel, who reviewed Hlwan Moe’s photograph,
confirmed his name, military ID and rank.

Since 2015, the Japanese government has accepted cadets and officers from Myanmar
under article 100 of the Self-Defence Forces Act, which permits training and educating
foreign nationals in Defence Ministry facilities with the defence minister’s approval.

In 2021, following the coup, Japan accepted two cadets and two officers. In 2022, Japan
again accepted two cadets and two officers for training.

Human Rights Watch called on the Japanese government to immediately suspend the
training program in December 2021, because it risked making Japan complicit in military
atrocities. At the time, a Japanese Defence Ministry official replied that the ministry did not
have any information about what the cadets and officers trained in Japan were doing once
back in Myanmar.

During a parliamentary committee session on security on 26 April 2022, however, a Defence
Ministry official said the Defence Ministry “knows to a certain extent” what “positions” they
currently hold, but declined to disclose any details due to Japan’s “relationship” with “the
other country.” For decades, the Myanmar military has been responsible for war crimes in
long-running

armed conflicts with ethnic armed groups, and crimes against humanity and acts of
genocide against ethnic Rohingya in Rakhine State.

Since the February 2021 coup, junta security forces have carried out serious abuses
including mass killings, torture, arbitrary arrests, and indiscriminate attacks on civilians that
amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes. The security forces have killed over
1,800 people, including at least 130 children, and arbitrarily arrested over 13,000, according
to the Assistance Association for

Political Prisoners.

The military has expanded abusive operations in ethnic minority areas and against anti-junta
armed groups, displacing more than 550,000 people, while deliberately blocking aid to
populations in need as a form of collective punishment.
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The military has carried out targeted and indiscriminate attacks on civilians, including
airstrikes and heavy artillery barrages, causing loss of life and property. Accounts from
displaced people and aid workers suggest that the junta has continued to use the military’s
longstanding “four cuts” strategy, in which the armed forces maintain control of an area by
isolating and terrorizing the civilian

population.

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in Myanmar, in his February report
on government weapons sales to the Myanmar military, said that jet aircraft, attack
helicopters, armoured vehicles, light and heavy artillery, missiles, and rockets were being
used against civilians.

Since the coup, the Japanese government has called for a restoration of democratic rule and
the release of elected government officials, including Aung San Suu Kyi. On 28 March 2021,
Japan’s Defense Ministry issued a joint statement with 11 other countries criticising the
military’s attacks against “unarmed civilians.”

The Japanese government halted new non-humanitarian Official Development Assistance
(ODA) projects earlier in 2021 while allowing existing aid projects to continue. The Japanese
Diet (the Japanese national legislature) passed a resolution in June that condemned the
coup and called for a “swift restoration of the democratic political system.”

“It is inexcusable for Japan to continue to train cadets from the Myanmar military, knowing
that it commits atrocity crimes,” said Yadanar Maung, spokesperson for Justice For
Myanmar.

“Japan’s cadet training program emboldens the junta and provides support to military
personnel that may be used in the commission of crimes against the people of Myanmar.
We call on the Japanese government to immediately halt these trainings and take concrete
steps to stop the Myanmar military from committing grave violations, including ending
business with the Myanmar military and its conglomerates.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/japanese-trained-officer-part-myanmar-forces-abusing-
civilians

Military Coup Leader, Gen Min Aung Hlaing, Blames ‘Foreign Influence’ for Failed ‘Peace-
Talks’

The Karen National Union responded strongly to coup leader, General Min Aung Hlaing’s
accusations ethnic armed organizations non-acceptance of his invitation to attend ‘so-
called peace talks’ was due to ‘foreign influence’.

Karen News | 25 May 2022

The KNU explained to Karen News that any meaningful dialogue or any attempts to broker
peace talks with the military-appointed State Administration Council would not be
transparent or accountable without the international community being involved.
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KNU’s spokesperson, Padoh Saw Taw Nee, told
Karen News.

“Without the involvement of the international
community, there would be no truth, respect,
or dignity in the talks. We have experienced
this before. Without the international
community’s involvement, they [the military]
will continue to do as they please. We have

already experienced this over many years.”

The military coup leader, Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, accused the EAQ’s on the SAC sponsored
television network on May 12 of being under the influence of international countries.

Gen. Min Aung Hlaing alleged national and internal affairs would not be stable as long as
foreign countries were involved — Myanmar affairs had to be decided by the Myanmar
people themselves.

A number of EAQ’s pointed out Gen.Min Aung Hlaing was being devious, as it was under his
leadership that the military launched its coup on 1st February 2021, against the will of the
people, and removed the legally elected government and dismantled the country’s
parliamentary infrastructure.

Gen. Min Aung Hlaing accused Karen, Kachin and Karenni armed groups of being aligned
with anti-coup and pro-democracy opponents of the State Administration Council.

“It is observed that in their region, KNU, KIA, and KNPP have relations with PDF and CRPH,
which we currently consider terrorist organizations. We are also informed that these groups
are involved with foreign countries. We found that it was why they announced that they
would not attend our talks.”

The KNU statement made it clear why it wanted the international community to participate
in any ‘peace-talks’ with the military.

KNU spokesperson, Padoh Saw Taw Nee also pointed out that by demanding the
involvement of foreign countries was not a matter of being influenced by them, but instead
were needed to make sure any talks were both transparent and those attending were held
accountable. Padoh Saw Taw Nee said the military had a history of acting unilaterally in the
previous talks it held with EAQ’s.

Khu Daniel, Karenni National Progressive secretary, said as ethnic armed groups had
diplomatic relations with the international community for many years, Gen Min Aung
Hlaing’s allegations were baseless, and his organization was not dependent or operating
with the help of the international community.

Khu Daniel in an interview with Karen News said.
“We are not under foreign influence. We’ve been working for our people and citizens for
many years. We fight only for the rights of our people. There is no pressure from the
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international community. There is no support from them for our organization. His
allegations are baseless.”

Khu Daniel said considering Gen. Min Aung Hlaing’s had forced a coup on the people, his
current statement Myanmar politics should be decided by Myanmar people was
disingenuous, and that there was now no longer any trust without the international
involvement, as the military had always been unilateral in its negotiations in its quest for its
own victory.

A statement from the military council stated six ethnic armed groups that signed the
National Ceasefire Agreement and three ethnic armed groups not involved in the ceasefire
agreement would attend its ‘peace talks’.

Those EAQ’s refusing the State Administration Council’s invitation were the Kachin

Independence Organization (KIO), Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP), the Chin
National Front (CNF), the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF) and the Karen
National Union (KNU) — each gave their respective reasons for rejecting the invitations.

The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (Kokang) (MNDAA), Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA), and United League of Arakan/ Arakan Army (ULA/AA) responded
through the media they would not be attending as individual groups and would only follow
the decision of Federal Political Negotiation and Consultive Committee (FPNCC).

General Zaw Min Tun, a spokesman for the military-appointed State Administration Council
said in a statement, the United Wa State Party (UWSP/UWSA), National Democratic Alliance
Army (Mong La) (NDAA), and Shan State Progressive Party (SSPP, SSA) would attend the
peace talks with the military-coup leader.

SSA sources said the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS/SSA) under immense pressure
from the State Administration Council announced, after the deadline had passed, it would
attend.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/military-coup-leader-gen-min-aung-hlaing-blames-foreign-
influence-for-failed-peace-talks/

NMSP meets with SAC to discuss a separate constitution of Mon State
monnews | 25 May 2022

The New Mon State Party (NMSP) met with the State
Administrative Council’s (SAC) Chair, Sr. Gen. Min Aung
Hlaing on the morning of May 23 to discuss the
possibility of federalism and a separate constitution for
Mon State.

NMSP spokesperson, Nai Aung Ma Ngya told the Mon
News Agency that during the meeting the two parties also discussed Mon national affairs
and other NMSP issues.
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“Our proposal is for the establishment of a federal constitution and we submitted a draft
for a separate state constitution. During this discussion we noted, the people in the state
need to be able to discuss these issues freely . We also raised the issue of the Mon
National Party and other issues relevant to the NMSP, ” said Nai Aung Ma Ngay.

Also in attendance was Vice-Chair Lt-Gen Soe Win, and SAC Council members Gen. Mya Tun
Oo, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, Lt-Gen Ya Pyi. Attending for the NMSP were Vice-Chair Nai
Aung Min, Joint Secretary Nai Win Hla, and Nai Banyar Lae representing the Central
Executive Committee in charge of Home Affairs .

The NMSP will continue to submit its proposals to the SAC.

“The senior generals can freely discuss a federal and state constitution that we have just
presented. We have the right to freely discuss both constitutions of the state,” Nai Aung
Ma Ngay said.

Based on these talks, the National Unity and Peace Coordination Committee (NSPNC) and
the NMSP will hold further talks in the coming days.

Other relevant developments include a meeting of the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS / SSA) which began on May 20.

The Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council (KNLA-PC), the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA), the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), the Pa-O National Liberation
Organization (PLNO), the Arakan State Liberation Party (ALP), the United Wa State Army
(SSA) and the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) will also each hold separate
meetings.

Chair of the RCSS/SSA, Gen. Yew Sit noted that the NSPNC and the National League for
Democracy should also work together to implement a constitutional amendment process, in
accordance with the federal principle of universal acceptance.

https://monnews.org/2022/05/25/nmsp-meets-with-sac-to-discuss-a-separate-
constitution-of-mon-state/

Ethnic Armed Group Criticized for Holding Talks With Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 May 2022

The New Mon State Party (NMSP) has been heavily criticized by the Mon community after
the ethnic armed organization (EAQ) held talks with Myanmar’s military regime.

While the country’s major EAOs rejected the junta’s recent offer of peace talks as neither
genuine nor all-inclusive, the NMSP became the second EAO, after the Restoration Council
of Shan State, to meet with coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing in the Myanmar
capital Naypyitaw.

Established in 1958, the NMSP is one of the oldest EAOs in Myanmar. The group signed the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) in February 2018 and is now largely inactive.
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An ethnic Mon woman from Mon State in southern Myanmar said that by choosing to hold
talks with the regime, the NMSP has abandoned not only Mon people but also the whole
country.

“It is obvious which direction they are taking. | think we are seriously lagging behind in this
revolution. | think Mon politicians are serving their own interests with enormous ego,” said
the woman.

The NMSP delegation was led by vice chair Nai Aung Min, joint general secretary Nai Win
Hla and central executive committee member Nai Banyar Lel. They held talks on Monday
with Min Aung Hlaing, his deputy Soe Win, General Mya Tun Oo, Lieutenant-General Moe
Myint and Lieutenant-General Yar Pyae.

At the meeting, the regime agreed in principle to the establishment of a federal democratic
union and the adoption of a Mon State charter, NMSP spokesperson Nai Aung Ma Ngae told
The Irrawaddy.

The two sides also agreed to solve political problems through political means to achieve
peace in Myanmar, added Nai Aung Ma Ngae.

“We agreed to solve the ongoing political crisis through dialogue step by step. We will first
talk with the ten NCA signatories, and then with stakeholders including political parties. It
will take some time,” said the NMSP spokesperson.

However, the junta-controlled newspaper Myanma Alin did not mention the adoption of a
Mon State charter in its report on the talks.

Ko Agga, one of the leaders of the Mon State Revolutionary Organization, which was
established last year after the military’s coup, said that the NMSP’s leaders are making
themselves and the party notorious.

He said that while political dialogue is desirable, now is not the right time to hold talks with
the regime.

“This revolution has emerged because the crisis can’t be solved by political means. Dialogue
will work only when it is all-inclusive with EAOs and the National Unity Government. While
the revolution is gaining momentum, the talks offered by the regime are unrealistic and
can’t be trusted,” said Ko Agga.

NMSP spokesperson Nai Aung Ma Ngae insisted that the talks with the junta were a political
necessity for the Mon people, who number around 1.1 million in Myanmar.

“Executive members of the party discussed what is pragmatic for us and the political
necessities of our people. We have consulted with and sought approval from relevant
political parties and monks to attend the meeting,” he said.

Despite some agreement at the meeting between the NMSP and the regime, it is unlikely
that the Mon people will be granted self-determination, said a political analyst.
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“A few days ago, [junta spokesman] Major-General Zaw Min Tun said that the military will
uphold the 2008 Constitution. So self-determination is unlikely for the Mon people. They
will never be able to enjoy self-determination and autonomy under the 2008 Constitution,”
he said.

One ethnic affairs analyst said the that any charter for Mon State is unlikely to be adopted
until after the general election which the regime plans to hold next year.

“It is a long way away because the matter will first be decided at the parliament that will
emerge after next year’s election. Then a referendum is also needed to make the change. If
the regime wants to stay within the framework of the 2008 Constitution, Mon people will
not get what they want. No federal country can be built under or by amending the 2008
Constitution. Replacing it with a new constitution is the only way,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-armed-group-criticized-for-holding-talks-
with-myanmar-regime.html

Burma Army Kills Man In Hpakant
KNG | 25th May 2022

Regime soldiers have shot dead a man in a reportedly unprovoked attack in a village in jade-
rich Hpakant Township, Kachin State.

“There was no clash in the village...a man on a motorbike didn’t stop at the bridge, so they
fired four bullets and killed him on the spot,” said an anonymous source from a nearby
village. He didn’t know the name of the deceased, whose body was taken away by a Red
Cross team.

The man was killed after 100 soldiers from the Burma Army’s (BA) Light Infantry Division 33
arrived at the village of Kayin Chaung, in Hseng Tawng village tract, at 7am on Monday.

Another source, who also wished to remain anonymous, said a male road worker was
seriously injured by regime shelling around the same time between Hseng Tawng and Hper
Pyin.

“Two shells hit near a bridge and the civilian was wounded by the shelling.”
The injured man is receiving critical treatment at Hpakant Public Hospital.

Soldiers reportedly forced villagers to kneel on the ground during their search of Kayin
Chaung. Villagers from Kayin Chaung and Hin Tint took shelter from the army in a Buddhist
monastery and a Christian church.

As the BA column holds out in Hseng Tawng village tract, residents fear that fighting with
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) will soon break out.

From 20 to 22 May, Kachin soldiers attacked BA troops near Wei Hka in Hpakant Township,
with the regime reportedly suffering casualties.
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https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/25/burma-army-kills-man-in-hpakant/

Regime Cuts Cellular Services In Putao
By Network Media Group | Tuesday, May 24, 2022

After Burma Army soldiers (BA) were seen in 30 vehicles in Putao town, the services of
military-run telecommunication companies were suspended, raising fears that the regime is
planning an attack on resistance fighters in the region.

Ooredoo is still functioning, but both MPT and Mytel have been inoperable in some wards
of the remote town in northern Kachin State since 4pm on Monday.

“We're worried about our security. If there are clashes here, everyone will suffer,” Dee, a
Putao resident, told NMG.

In the past, the regime has cut off communications ahead of offensives against the groups
it’s fighting.

According to a recent traveller from Myitkyina, buses were stopped near the village of Tan
Ja at 10am on 23 May, where the source heard rifle fire and artillery shelling.

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the local People’s Defence Force fought with the
BA along the road from Putao to Myitkyina until mid-March. Many people fled the fighting
and didn’t return to their homes until 23 March.

Further south, in Hpakant Township, where there’s been heavy fighting between the KIA
and BA, internet services have been suspended since August last year.

In Sagaing Region, where resistance to the dictatorship is also strong, the junta has also cut
communications to prevent the flow of information in that area and in neighbouring Chin
State. The same measures were taken in Karenni State during the fighting with the
resistance there.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/05/25/19247

Myawaddy Friendship Bridge Remains Shut on Burma Side — Arrests of Undocumented
Migrants Crossing Border Continue to Rise

Burmese workers groups said arrests of migrant workers entering Thailand illegally from
along the Myawaddy border area continue to rise daily as the Myawaddy-Mae Sot
Friendship Bridge at the Thai-Burma border is still to reopen.

Karen News | 25 May 2022

Even though Thailand announced its Thai-Burma border gates would reopen on May 1, only
about 1,000 people have been allowed to enter through the Myawaddy Friendship Bridge
No. 2 under a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the two countries.
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Since the border bridge officially remains closed,
hundreds of people are being arrested daily. A
migrant worker activist said most Burmese workers
entering Thailand illegally were arrested by the Thai
Border Guards and police.

The activist said, “lllegal border routes are there

" . every day. Almost 10,000 people have been arrested
and deported since the beginning of the year, people are still entering Thailand. If they are
not arrested, they can reach their work destination. They try to get legal documents from
brokers if they are working. The cost of entering under the MOU is not much different from
what it costs to enter illegally. If they pay a fast fee they can enter Thailand quickly. This is
how they [brokers] gather people.”

A labor activist based in Mae Sot warned migrant workers not to make more trouble for
themselves when the border bridges between the two countries had not been officially
opened yet.

“The opening and closing of the bridge will allow people to enter Thailand only as many as
has been negotiated. So, it remains uncertain. Agent [brokers] companies are hustling to get
people on their lists. If Burmese workers want to work in Thailand, | recommend they are
certain they have connections.”

Migrant workers who previously entered Thailand
to work said Burmese workers had to pay
between 23,000 and 30,000 Thai baht a person to
get to their work destinations in Bangkok. The
demand for workers in factories in Thailand is
high.

¥ A worker who returned to Burma during the
Covid-19 pandemlc said, ”The MoU is based on contracts. You can’t change jobs even if you
don’t like your work. Agents recruit with a different job title and description, and when you
arrive there, it would be a different job to that agreed to. Outside [without a contract], you
can work as day labor anywhere you want. Whether it is through a MoU or through the
illegal routes, there are pros and cons with both. Even when the bridges are opened, there
will still be illegal routes.”

Even though the Myawaddy Friendship Bridge No.1 is being prepared daily for its official
reopening at Mae Sot, there has been no announcement, directives or signs from the
military-appointed State Administration Council staff when its side of the border will open.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/myawaddy-friendship-bridge-remains-shut-on-burma-side-
arrests-of-undocumented-migrants-crossing-border-continue-to-rise/
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