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Call It What It Is: A Revolution

Mandalay medical student shot dead by military

Over 5,000 Flee Junta Arson Attacks in Upper Myanmar

5 IDPs killed by junta artillery fire in Khin-U Township

Junta armed forces target villages along Irrawaddy River in central Myanmar arson campaign
Activists Demand Japan Stop Training Myanmar Junta Personnel

SAC's peace negotiation team, RCSS sign agreements after 3 days of talks

New Mon State Party delegation arrives in Nay Pyi Taw at Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s
invitation for peace talks

After Bombing, Displacing Villagers... Burma Army and its BGF Militia Begin the Robbing and
Looting

Burmese Workers Entering Thailand Under MOU System, Paying More than Double

Thai Prisons Crowded with Illegal Myanmar Migrants

U Zaw Htay, Spokesman for Both NLD and Military-Backed Govts, Dies

Controversial spokesperson for Suu Kyi, Thein Sein governments dies of heart attack
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Call It What It Is: A Revolution
By MATTHEW B. ARNOLD | 23 May 2022

Pushes by the international community, most notably via ASEAN, to mediate between “both
sides” of the conflict in Myanmar belie a gross misunderstanding of what is happening in the
country. Myanmar’s conflict is not a binary civil war with both sides enjoying support from
swathes of the population. What Myanmar is going through now is a revolution. A civil war
in simple terms is a war between organized groups within the same state. Certainly, this
applies in a general sense to Myanmar, as it has for decades now. However, it misses the
greater significance of what is unfolding since the February 2021 coup. A revolution is a
“forcible overthrow of a government or social order, in favor of a new system.” Moreover, it
is a “change in political power and political organization which occurs when the population
revolts.”

Myanmar’s public has long called the events since the February 2021 coup the “Spring
Revolution”. The significance of this terminology has generally been lost on the international
community. The Myanmar population is waging a revolution against a very specific social
order in the form of the murderous dominance of one institution, the military, over the
country’s politics, economy, and social life. Existing as a state-within-a-state and driven by a
toxic ethos of supremacy, the military and its hold over the country is the “system” that
unleashed the revolutionary dynamics now unfolding. Overturning a fair election and mass
atrocities meant the population reached its breaking point with the military after the coup.
A new system — federal and democratic — is sought that fundamentally doesn’t involve a
military perpetually strangling a people for its own gain.

This is where the emphasis on mediation and negotiations with the junta is so misplaced.
Negotiations require compromise and ultimately accommodation. The population can no
longer accept a military that commits mass atrocities as standard operating procedure; this
institution has no right to exist. Arguments that the military enjoys at least some popular
support are facile at this point. The depth of resistance across the country is clear enough.
From the tens of millions of people who protested in the first months after the coup to the
Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) that saw hundreds of thousands of civil servants go on
strike as well as repeated nationwide silent protests, Myanmar is a country in revolt against
the military. On top of all of this are the hundreds of local armed resistance groups that
have emerged across the length and breadth of the country. The atrocities committed since
the coup have turned the population that had, to at least some extent, been supportive of
the military in the past, namely the Burmese majority, universally against it. This is starkly
seen by the fact that “heartland” Burmese regions like Sagaing and Magwe are now the
hotspots of armed resistance.

The inability of diplomats and analysts to call a spade a spade has negative policy
ramifications. Most obviously, the notion that the military in its current form has any role in
the country’s future is both a moral and practical dead end. Let us be clear — when the
military negotiates, they are only negotiating for themselves. The negotiations carry no
wider significance. This, fundamentally, is why the Myanmar people reject negotiations with
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the military. Any negotiations inherently require compromise and at the end that simply
means accommodating a toxic institution that has destroyed the country for generations.
The failure to grasp the significance of what is happening, i.e., this is a revolution, also
explains the widespread criticism of ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) participating in
“peace talks” with the junta. The underlying premise of such talks is, again, that this military
is an actor that somehow must be accommodated in the country’s future political
settlement.

Moreover, the nitpicking of actions by individual actors, such as the National Unity
Government, by Western governments misses the point: the revolution is a mass movement
of Myanmar society at large. The urgency and agency of revolution stems from the
commitment of individuals and communities on up. This is conspicuous in places where
there is sustained, escalating armed resistance but also by the mass movements that have
encompassed the whole country, such as the CDM, boycotts of government taxes and
nationwide silent strikes. If the world wants to understand Myanmar, it needs to take a step
back and see the massive shifts across a society that wants a better future and is willing to
fight for it.

Moreover, the world should see the revolution as an opportunity to support a better future
for the Myanmar people. This means going with the grain of supporting what is being
organically produced through the revolution. The process of revolution will do more to
define Myanmar’s future politics and governance than anything else. There will be future
negotiations to agree, or legitimate, a long-term political settlement, but the revolution in
itself is the driving force for change. And, let us be a clear, in a world increasingly full of
autocrats, Myanmar’s revolution is a force for good given its ubiquitous goal of federal
democracy. The revolution is a massive process churning over the country’s political and
social fabric, all away from the dominance of a toxic military that sees itself as a guardian
but in essence is nothing but a predator. New leaders are emerging, new political realities
on the ground being established, and social relationships reimagined. Moreover, there is an
awakened sense of agency for communities across the country that they can play a direct
role in determining the country’s future. Most importantly, new generations of youth are
asserting themselves to define the country’s future. They are more worldly, more engaged,
and more willing to compromise across social divisions.

At its core, the revolution is a political project being put into effect. It started from
democratic elections that were denied and intends to rectify that by returning the country
to a democratic path. Moreover, federalism is not a hypothetical to be crafted later. It is
very much a product being created through revolution. In the form of consultative councils
and interim administration bodies, it is being crafted now, not just left to be negotiated in
the future. Indeed, the process of waging revolution across the country will do more to
establish federalism than a toxic peace process like the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
ever could. This reality is what so many of the fence sitters miss — such as EAOs currently
engaging with the junta.

Widely circulated videos of villagers giving flowers to young People’s Defense Force fighters
after they return from operations highlight a simple point. Myanmar’s public are all
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revolutionaries. They are not passive observers hoping that whomever, however, can sort
out whatever is bothering them. Junta atrocities, which are so common that it is near
impossible to find instances where the military undertakes actions that don’t involve war
crimes, mean that much of the population must remain underground in their political
actions. But this shouldn’t hide the reality that Myanmar’s people are overturning a toxic
order built on military supremacy since 1960. It is crystal clear to the public that the
problem is the military and it will never be part of the solution. The sooner outsiders
understand this the sooner they might actually be supportive of the Myanmar people rather
than facilitating and legitimizing a toxic institution that needs to be ended once and for all.

Matthew B. Arnold is an independent policy analyst. He has been researching Myanmar’s
politics and governance since 2012.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/call-it-what-it-is-a-revolution.html

Mandalay medical student shot dead by military

The third-year student was on his way to a wedding in Monywa when junta forces opened
fire on the vehicle he was traveling in with his family

Mary Hnin | Published on May 23, 2022

Anti-coup protesters march in Mandalay in mid-
February 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Regime forces shot and killed a third-year medical
student in Sagaing Region’s Myinmu Township on
Friday, according to a source close to the victim’s

family.

Kyaw Nyi Zin, 21, died after junta troops opened fire
on the vehicle that he and other members of his family were traveling in on their way from
Mandalay to Monywa.

“They were going to a wedding in Monywa and the military told them to stop. But then they
started shooting before they even had a chance to slow down. Kyaw Nyi Zin was shot in the
head,” the source said.

After the incident, the family took Kyaw Nyi Zin to Monywa to receive emergency medical
treatment, but he later died of his injuries, the source added.

Kyaw Nyi Zin was a student at the University of Medicine, Mandalay, one of five universities
in Myanmar dedicated to the study of medicine.

Since last year, however, he had stopped attending classes at the state-run university in
order to take part in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against military rule.

A funeral was held for him in Mandalay on Saturday.
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“I’'m getting used to the horror, but this still breaks my heart,” said a Mandalay-based
doctor who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“They do as they please, just because they have weapons.”

Healthcare workers have been at the forefront of the anti-coup movement, making them
frequent targets of arrest and regime brutality. An estimated 80% of the medical staff in
Mandalay are currently taking part in the CDM.

Dr. Thiha Tin Tun, a Mandalay doctor, was among more than 100 people killed in
crackdowns on anti-coup protests around the country on March 27 of last year.

The junta has revoked the licenses of medical professionals who refuse to work in hospitals
under its control, and has also threatened to shut down private hospitals that hire doctors
taking part in the CDM.

As a result of these moves, hundreds of doctors in Mandalay alone are believed to have lost
their livelihood for resisting last year’s military takeover.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/mandalay-medical-student-shot-dead-by-military

Over 5,000 Flee Junta Arson Attacks in Upper Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 May 2022

Over 5,000 people from Sagaing Region’s Taze Township have been forced to flee their
homes since junta troops started torching villages on Friday.

Regime soldiers torched around 500 houses in Phan Khar Zin, Chaung Yoe, Sein Sar and
Kabaung Kyaing villages in southern Taze along the road linking Ye-U and Taze, according to
residents.

People who have been displaced by junta raids and lost their homes in arson attacks are in
urgent need of relief supplies, said Taze Support Organization (TSO).

“Junta troops torched houses and looted valuables along the road starting with Phan Khar
Zin Village. Almost all the houses were burned down in Phan Khar Zin and Chaung Yoe.
Apart from the monastery, the whole village of Sein Sar was razed to the ground. We don’t
know yet how many houses were burned down in Kabaung Kyaing. Junta troops are still
deployed there,” said a member of TSO on Saturday.

Chaung Yoe is a Burmese-Portuguese settlement with some 1,500 Burmese-Portuguese
Christians living in over 350 households. The village boasts a church that is around 130 years
old.

“They deliberately torched houses without firing a gunshot. Around 200 junta soldiers came
and torched our houses. They detained two villagers and beat them, although they were not
severely injured,” said a Chaung Yoe resident.
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Military regime soldiers started torching houses around 7.30am on Friday and left around
noon, by which time some 300 houses out of 350 houses were razed. All the finest houses
were destroyed, added the villager.

Another villager said: “We don’t know what to do. They doused houses with gasoline to
make sure the houses burned. It rained heavily early that morning, so the fire should not
have been that devastating otherwise. Fortunately, the church and school are still intact.”

Around 180 houses out of some 200 houses were torched in Phan Khar Zin, and all the 65
houses in Sein Sar Village were razed.

A Phan Khar Zin villager said: “All my belongings, my house, motorbikes, fridge, as well as
rice that | have stockpiled to last for a year, were lost in the fire. A battery-powered toy car
which | bought for my disabled child just one month ago was also lost in the fire.”

Locals in southern Taza Township are also struggling with the lack of internet, which was cut
off by the regime over three months ago. The only internet access in Sagaing Region is in
Monywa, Kale and Shwebo townships, where junta battalions are based.

One Sein Sar villager said: “We have to take shelter in villages which are a little far from
junta troops. We have to make do with rice and water donated by the residents of the
villages we shelter in. People are helping each other. Like us, other villagers have had to flee
to nearby villages.”

On Saturday, junta troops were deployed at Kabaung Kyaing Village from where they fired
mortar shells at Inn Taing Village to the west of Kabaung Kyaing, as well as at the three
villages they had torched.

Chaung Yoe and Sein Sar villages were also raided by junta troops in March. Sein Sar lost
nearly 20 houses and religious buildings torched, while Chaung Yoe lost 17 houses and eight
chicken farms. 16 houses were also burned down in two other villages. Ten people including
women and a child were killed in the March raids, according to locals.

Apart from torching houses and looting valuables, junta soldiers in Sagaing have also
reportedly killed and raped civilians and abducted them for ransom.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-5000-flee-junta-arson-attacks-in-upper-
myanmar.html

5 IDPs killed by junta artillery fire in Khin-U Township

The displaced villagers were watching to see if their houses were being burned down when
they came under attack

Thura Maung | Published on May 23, 2022

Five civilians were killed and 13 others were injured after an artillery shell fired by
Myanmar’s military landed on a crowd of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sagaing
Region’s Khin-U Township on Thursday.

Page 6 of 54


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-5000-flee-junta-arson-attacks-in-upper-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-5000-flee-junta-arson-attacks-in-upper-myanmar.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/5-idps-killed-by-junta-artillery-fire-in-khin-u-township
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9198

These houses, burned down in West Zein Zun, Ye-U
Township, on May 19, were among at 36 torched by
regime forces in the area last week (Supplied)

The victims, who had had gathered on the eastern
bank of the Muu River to see if their village was being
targeted by regime forces clashing with resistance
fighters on the other side of the river, were from the
village of Pauk Thar in Ye-U Township, according to local sources.

The fighting was taking place in Chaung Pauk, a village in Depayin Township about a mile
from Pauk Thar.

“They saw junta troops near their village and were watching to see if they were setting fire
to their homes. They wanted to be ready to try to put out the fires,” said a resident of Tar
Taing, the village nearest to where the shelling incident occurred.

The regime forces had earlier been attacked by explosives about a mile from the site of the
incident, according to resistance sources.

James, the leader of a local defence force, told Myanmar Now that the military fired twice in
the direction of Tar Taing, where the Pauk Thar IDPs were sheltering.

After the first shot, the displaced villagers began to flee towards Tar Taing, he said. It was
then that the second shell made a direct hit.

“About 100 people were running back to the village when another shell fell straight into the
crowd. That’s why there were so many casualties,” he said, citing witnesses.

The dead IDPs were identified as Win Ko, 50, Naing Lin Maung, 56, Kyaw Naing, 42, Pyay, 27,
and Tin Lin, 50.

The Tar Taing villager said that an attempt to hold a funeral for the deceased on Thursday
had to be abandoned after the military opened fire on the village again.

“We had to start running in the middle of the monks’ chanting because the military fired
another shell at us,” said the villager, adding that final rites were finally performed on Friday
morning.

According to the villager, a junta column of more than 100 troops had launched a series of
attacks on villages located along the border between Ye-U and Depayin townships since
leaving the town of Ye-U last Wednesday.

A total of 36 houses in five villages were destroyed in the attacks, he said.

Attempts to reach regime officials for comment on the military’s targeting of civilians in the
region went unanswered.

Anti-junta groups in Khin-U, Ye-U, and Depayin townships say that their forces have killed 10
junta troops in recent joint operations. Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm
this claim.
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Photos posted by the Ye-U People’s Defence Force on social media show the charred
remains of what the group says is two dead soldiers.

According to resistance groups operating in the area, the military has begun burning the
bodies of its dead in order to conceal junta casualties, just as it has been putting those of
dead civilians inside houses before setting them on fire in an effort to destroy evidence of
atrocities.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/5-idps-killed-by-junta-artillery-fire-in-khin-u-
township

Junta armed forces target villages along Irrawaddy River in central Myanmar arson
campaign

Raids lead to the widespread destruction of communities, including their religious centres,
from Katha to Myaung

Khin YiYiZaw / Thura Maung | Published on May 23, 2022

A community hall set on fire during a raid in Min Tan village,
seen on May 22 (Nway Oo)

The Myanmar army set fire to multiple villages along
stretches of the Irrawaddy River running through Sagaing
Region in recent days, destroying hundreds of homes and
buildings of religious and historic significance.

A military operation that started along the eastern shore of the Irrawaddy River on May 16
in Katha and Htigyaing escalated within three days to a May 19 clash with resistance forces
near the village of Thapyay Thar in Katha, according to local sources.

Immediately following the battle, the junta troops in the area proceeded to torch Thapyay
Thar—the extent of damage to which was not known—as well as the neighbouring village of
Inn, where a mosque was demolished.

Houses burn in Inn village in Katha Township on May 19
(Supplied)

“There’s nothing left of the mosque. They even destroyed the
house of the imam’s family in the mosque compound,” an Inn
resident told Myanmar Now.

That afternoon, the military fired a 60mm artillery shell west
from Inn village which landed one mile away on a monastery in
Pay Lan Kone, according to an officer from the People’s
Defence Force (PDF) chapter from Takaung. The township is also located on the Irrawaddy’s
eastern shore but in Mandalay Region, and its PDF has been fighting the junta in the area
alongside guerrilla forces from Katha and Htigyaing.
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“The shell fell through the roof, onto the floor, and then detonated,” the PDF officer said of
the artillery that hit the Pay Lan Kone monastery’s dining hall.

Seven novices aged 12 and under were injured when the shell exploded, and the mother of
one of the young monks was also killed, he told Myanmar Now.

“It fell right on the table where the mother and her novice son were sitting, and they both
suffered injuries to their legs,” the PDF officer explained. “We were able to save the young
novice but his mother bled to death on her way to the hospital, about one hour after the
shell exploded.”

A novice injured in an artillery explosion at a monastery in
Katha Township is seen undergoing emergency treatment on
May 19 (Supplied)

The injured boys were taken to the Shwegu Township
hospital in Kachin State, more than 30 miles away.

Over the weekend, another junta column of around 100
troops overran Min Tan, a village in Sagaing’s southern Myaung Township, also on the banks
of the Irrawaddy River. The soldiers reportedly set fire to 100 of the community’s 400
homes and several buildings of cultural and religious significance.

The military unit arrived late Saturday afternoon and until midnight systematically torched
houses, pagodas, and at least three community halls, including one made from teak and
dating back to the 1940s, multiple locals told Myanmar Now.

“We tried to get close to the village to put out the fires but they shot at anything that was
moving,” a resident said, adding that three other villagers who had been trapped in Min Tan
had managed to escape safely.

g

¥ Map of Min Tan village in Myaung Township and Inn and

/

’/ ~ _“f\i Thapyay Thar villages in Katha Township (Myanmar Now)
A e /,a%m Citing their eyewitness accounts, he told Myanmar Now that
/ i§ ’ the soldiers had been deliberate in perpetrating the arson,

I { o and appeared to “take their time” in ensuring the buildings

— i : would burn.

b3

W A member of the Myaung PDF questioned why Min Tan had

been targeted, noting that there had been no clashes around the village.

“It was not this bad in other villages, because the villagers were able to put out the fire as
soon as the soldiers left,” the resistance fighter said, adding that the troops stayed until
Sunday morning. “We couldn’t do the same as they didn’t leave for a long time. The defence
forces were not even able to focus on fighting back as we had to deal with the fire first.”

He also described the arson as systematic, and said that the junta troops stole livestock and
food from Min Tan during the attack.
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The column went on to carry out a similar assault on the neighbouring village of Anyun, but
the damage to the community was not yet confirmed at the time of reporting. The junta has
also cut off internet access to the township.

Recent military raids on southern Myaung villages began on May 17, and have caused the
destruction of more than 200 homes in some seven communities, according to the Civilians’
Defence and Security Organisation of Myaung (CDSOM).

They also extended into Yesagyo, where more than 140 homes were burned by junta forces,
locals said.

“It's become apparent that the military is preparing for a war. This column was fully
equipped with weapons that the previous ones did not have. They even had [phone] signal
jammers,” CDSOM spokesperson Nway Oo told Myanmar Now.

According to a May 1 report published by Data for Myanmar, more than 10,000 homes have
been destroyed by the military since the February 2021 coup nationwide; half were in
Sagaing.

The military council has repeatedly denied responsibility for such attacks, instead blaming
resistance forces for the arson.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-armed-forces-target-villages-along-
irrawaddy-river-in-central-myanmar-arson-campaign

Activists Demand Japan Stop Training Myanmar Junta Personnel
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 May 2022

Activists and rights groups have called on Japan to stop providing military training to
Myanmar’s junta after a former trainee was found to be involved in airstrikes against
civilians.

Human Rights Watch (HRW) and Justice for Myanmar, a group of covert activists
campaigning for justice and accountability, said on Monday that air force Lieutenant Colonel
Hlwan Moe, who trained in Japan, flew bombing missions over Magwe Region.

The anti-regime stronghold has been targeted by junta airstrikes, extrajudicial killings,
arbitrary arrests and the torching of thousands of homes. More than 50,000 civilians have
fled their homes since the 2021 coup.

The All Japan Defense Association and a Japanese military document show Lt-Col Hlwan
Moe trained at Japan’s Air Command and Staff College from August 2016 to March 2017.

He is reportedly a deputy commander of Magwe’s air base.

Hlwan Moe was included in a list of air force personnel involved in airstrikes since the coup
leaked to Khit Thit Media in January.

Two military sources confirmed Hlwan Moe’s photograph, Justice for Myanmar said.
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Teppei Kasai, HRW’s Asia program officer, said Myanmar’s long history of war crimes should
have prevented Japan providing military training and exposes Tokyo to allegations of
complicity in atrocities.

“The Japanese government should give up its absurd, wishful thinking that its training
program can change the Myanmar military’s abusive culture,” Kasai said.

Since 2015, cadets from Myanmar at Japan’s National Defense Academy have received both
academic and military training.

Ten personnel, including two senior officers and two elite candidates, are receiving practical
security training for up to a year at the academy.

Elite candidates receive basic education and training in live ammunition drills over a five-
year period, according to the Asahi Shimbun newspaper. Trainees have been accepted after
the February 2021 coup.

The Japanese defense ministry said it accepts military personnel from 36 countries,
including Myanmar, under its Self-Defense Forces Law.

The ministry said Myanmar is strategically important for Japan because it borders China and
India.

In December, a ministry official reportedly told HRW that eight cadets from Myanmar were
at the academy and at least two of them joined after the coup. The academy’s curriculum
includes combat and firearms training.

HRW in December 2021 called on Japan to suspend the program because it risked complicity
in atrocities. A ministerial official said it had no information about what the personnel did
when they returned to Myanmar.

Japan accepted two cadets and two officers for training this year.

However, during a parliamentary security committee session on April 26, an official said the
ministry “knows to a certain extent” what “positions” the trainees hold but declined to
disclose details to protect bilateral relations.

Justice for Myanmar’s spokeswoman Yandanar Maung said the Japanese program was
inexcusable, emboldened the junta and trained personnel that may be targeted by a future
commission investigating junta crimes.

“We call on Japan to halt the training and take steps to stop the regime from committing
grave rights violations, including ending business with the military and its conglomerates,”
she said.

Mass killings, torture, arbitrary arrests and indiscriminate attacks on civilians that rights
groups say amount to crimes against humanity and war crimes are being committed across
Myanmar.

Since the coup, the regime has killed at least 1,800 civilians, although many observers
believe the actual number is far higher.
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Japan has called for an end to military rule and the release of political prisoners, including
State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/activists-demand-japan-stop-training-myanmar-
junta-personnel.html

SAC’s peace negotiation team, RCSS sign agreements after 3 days of talks

PUBLISHED 23 MAY 2022

The peace negotiation team of the State
Administration Council (SAC) and a delegation led by
the chairman of the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS) held talks and signed agreements following
three days of negotiations, the SAC’s information team
reported.

Their second-day meeting took place at the meeting
hall of the National Reconciliation and Peace Centre in Nay Pyi Taw on May 22.

During the meeting, Lieutenant General Win Bo Shein, a member of the National Solidarity
and Peace-making Negotiation Committee, explained the committee’s findings on the
agreements contained in Part 1, 2 and 3 of the Union Accord, and remaining issues to be
discussed in Part 3. RCSS asked for further information.

They then discussed general issues related to peace and development, and signed
agreements following three days of negotiations.

RCSS Chairman General Yawd Serk and leader of the peace negotiation team Lieutenant
General Yar Pyae made concluding remarks.

The meeting was attended by member of the SAC chairman of the National Solidarity and
Peace-making Negotiation Committee Union Minister at the Office of the Union
Government (1) leader of the peace negotiation team Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, SAC Member Lt-Gen
Moe Myint Tun, Secretary of the Committee Lt-Gen Min Naung, Chairman of the RCSS
General Yawd Serk, RCSS Secretary-1 Col Sai Ngin and Member of RCSS Central Executive
Committee Col Song Han.

The RCSS delegation also held talks with SAC Chairman Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on May 20 before the May 21-22 meeting. Then,
the agreements were signed for the three days of discussions.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sacs-peace-negotiation-team-rcss-sign-agreements-
after-3-days-of-talks
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New Mon State Party delegation arrives in Nay Pyi Taw at Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing’s invitation for peace talks

PUBLISHED 23 MAY 2022

#2 A peace delegation led by Vice Chairman of the New

| Mon State Party Nai Aung Min arrived in Nay Pyi Taw
from Mawlamyine on May 22 at the invitation of
Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime
Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing to the ethnic
armed organizations to peace talks.

On arrival at the Horizon Lake View Resort in Nay Pyi
Taw by car, the delegation was welcomed by members of the National Solidarity and Peace-
making Negotiation Committee and ethnic nationals from the Department of Culture,
holding Myanmar miniature flags and placards bearing, “Perpetual Peace is the real
aspiration of the people”, “Achieving peace is the true desire of all citizens”, “Let’s hold talks
for peace in the Union”, “Only the ethnic nationalities are in unity, stability, peace and
tranquility will be achieved”

The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) was the first delegation to arrive in Nay Pyi
Taw to hold the peace talks.

The RCSS delegation led by Chairman General Yawd Serk also held talks with Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing on May 20 and then with the SAC’s peace negotiation team led by
Lieutenant General Yar Pyae on May 21 and 22. Then, agreements were signed following the
three days of discussions.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/new-mon-state-party-delegation-arrives-in-nay-pyi-taw-
at-senior-general-min-aung-hlaings

After Bombing, Displacing Villagers... Burma Army and its BGF Militia Begin the Robbing
and Looting

Soldiers from the Burma Army and its Border Guard Force (BGF) militia broke in and stole

large quantities of supplies from houses in Lay Kay and Wintapan villages, Bilin Township,

Thaton District. The soldiers took advantage, after villagers were forced to abandon their

homes after intense shelling. More than 30 village houses were broken into, most of them
shops. A resident, who asked not to be named, said the soldiers thrashed the houses, but

stole food stocks to take to their camps.

Karen News | 23 May 2022

A villager explained to Karen News villagers were
scared of the Burma Army and BGF soldiers. “Now
gunfire is less, some people have started to sleep in
nearby villages. When they saw BGF soldiers from the
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camp patrolling the village, all the people sleeping in the village ran. Most houses were also
broken into. In the past, we had to flee when the Burma Army came. Now we have to run
when Karen [BGF] torments each other —it’s hard to take.”

Villagers told Karen News that the soldiers didn’t stop at breaking into houses — chickens,
pigs, and ducks raised by villagers were taken, killed and eaten by Burma Army and BGF
soldiers now based in the village.

Intense fighting, between Burma Army and BGF council troops and Karen National
Liberation Army combined forces, at the end of April in Lay Kay, Bilin Township, Thaton
District, displaced more than 10,000 villagers.

Recent heavy monsoon rains have made it difficult for villagers to now shelter in jungle
areas — some displaced people are now trying to find refuge at other villages.

An aid worker told Karen News, “Because it rained a lot, it is not possible to live in the jungle
or caves anymore. So, some people have moved back to villages. There is a food problem.
There is also the problem of getting fuel for motorcycles and cars. There is a shortage of fuel
in the shops.”

BGF and Burma Army troops sent to Lay Kay and Wintapin camps as reinforcements, took
92 civilians, including minors, hostage and used them as they travelled as human shields and
porters. Among the hostages were 70 civilians from Hpa-an Township and 22 from Bilin
Township, they yet to be released.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/after-bombing-displacing-villagers-burma-army-and-its-bgf-
militia-begin-the-robbing-and-looting/

Burmese Workers Entering Thailand Under MOU System, Paying More than Double

Burmese workers returning to Thailand through the Mae Sot-Myawaddy No.2 Friendship
Bridge are having to pay double the service fees. A workers rights group said since May 10th
workers are charged double the fees associated with the MoU'’s.

Karen News | 23 May 2022

Photo: JACBA.

set by two governments were around 500,000 kyats,
but now workers are being charged more than double
as brokers and agencies were also overcharging — fees
now range from 1,800,000 to 2,500,000 Kyats a person.

U Moe Kyaw explained to Karen News, “before, service fees on the Burma side were only
150,000 Kyats and the service fee on the Thai side 3,600 Baht...a visa fee was 500 baht. The
total fees set by the government came to around 500,000 kyats. However, agencies and
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brokers also charged from 800,000 to 1,000,000 Kyat. Now, the service fees, officially set on
the Burma side, are 300,000 kyats. On the Thailand side, it is 7,500 Baht. The Visa fee has
also increased from 500 Baht to 1,900 Baht. In addition, the brokers now charge more.”

Labor activists said the military-appointed State Administration Council could be taking
advantage of the situation and sending workers at a time when the country is unstable and
it is possible they are charging workers double to help the country’s revenue.

On May 10, when the MoU processes officially restarted, more than 200 workers entered
Thailand, and on May 11, 300 more, a total of 500 workers.

This batch of MOU workers had agreed to work in Thailand before the Covid-19 outbreak,
most were from Rakhine State, the Ayeyarwady and Magway regions.

Photo: JACBA.

The Thai Ministry of Labor has said that there was a
need for lower-level workers when construction
projects, meat and fish production, and tourism
services resumed.

A Karen youth working at a gas station in Samut
Prakan, Thailand, said, “This year when we renewed
our passport, it cost us 13,000 Baht. | have to renew it again in a year. Working in Thailand,
we cannot save much of our income because of the cost of renewing our passports. Both
the Thai government and Myanmar government take advantage of workers.”

The Karen gas station worker pointed out his salary after three years of service together
with a complete work permit and documents is 13,000Baht, new workers get 8,000 to 9,000
Baht and construction workers receive 400 Baht a day in the construction industry, without
any insurance in the event of an accident on the job.

Unemployment and consumer costs in Burma have risen since the military coup, and many
workers have attempted to enter Thailand illegally and have been arrested by Thai
authorities.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/burmese-workers-entering-thailand-under-mou-system-
paying-more-than-double/

Thai Prisons Crowded with lllegal Myanmar Migrants
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 May 2022

Prisons in Thailand are crowded with detainees from Myanmar who have illegally crossed
the border because of junta persecution and to find work.

Hundreds are being detained each day but Myanmar’s regime has limited the number of
deportees, leading to overcrowding at Thai prisons.
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Between 60,000 and 80,000 illegal migrants were detained last year after the February coup
and around 12,000 more were detained from January to April this year, according to the
Thai Border Patrol Police.

Some 200 undocumented migrant workers were reportedly detained by mid-May.

Undocumented migrants previously faced by 45 days in custody and a fine of 8,000 baht
(USS233) which was halved if the detainees pleaded guilty.

However, since COVID-19 the Thai authorities have imposed harsher penalties to control
infections with illegal migrants facing 10 years in jail and five years for those who harbor
them.

Recent detainees are only being given one year in prison due to overcrowding, according to
migrant workers’ groups.

Myanmar’s regime only allows 400 detainees to be deported per week at Myawaddy’s
Friendship Bridge in Karen State, citing COVID-19.

More than 2,000 migrants are being held in crowded prisons in Tak Province near the
border.

U Min Oo of the Foundation for Education and Development in southern Thailand: “Large
numbers are being detained. Since the junta has limited returnees, migrants are put on a
waiting list to return. The junta says it cannot diagnose and quarantine the returnees.
Thailand wants to send them back.

“Some have been in prison for up to eight months. They suffer from depression and some
attempt suicide. Many feel unsafe in Myanmar and the fear combines with the problems of
being in prison,” he said.

Food is limited in prison and the Thai authorities have asked labor rights organizations to
help.

A deportee, who asked for anonymity, said: “The Thai authorities provide us with two meals
a day. It is not enough. Children face many hardships. Except for the food and shelter, the
Thai police treat us well.”

Ma Su Hlaing Tun, joint secretary of the Burma Labour Center, which has been helping
detainees, said she saw 400 to 500 migrants in Phop Phra, southwestern Tak, being held in
very bad conditions.

“They need food and water. They are packed like sardines in a small, abandoned building
waiting to be repatriated,” she said.

“The numbers being detained are higher than the numbers sent back,” she added.

U Aung Kyaw, chairman of the Migrant Workers Rights Network in Thailand, said: “COVID-19
is not new. [Myanmar’s regime] should have prepared for returnees. It is Myanmar’s
responsibility to take back its citizens.”
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U Zaw Htay, Spokesman for Both NLD and Military-Backed Govts, Dies
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 May 2022

U Zaw Htay, who served as spokesperson for Myanmar’s ousted National League for
Democracy (NLD) government and attracted the military’s ire after the 2020 election with
his retort that those casting doubt on the NLD’s poll victory were “committing political
suicide”, died of a heart attack in Naypyitaw on Monday. He was 48.

A one-time army major, he had earlier served as the spokesperson for President U Thein
Sein, who took office in 2011, while working as the director of the President’s Office.

When the NLD took power in 2016, U Zaw Htay was appointed government spokesperson
and director general of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s State Counselor’s Office.

When the military and its proxy Union Solidarity and Development party (USDP) and their
allies accused the NLD of breaching electoral laws and the Constitution in the wake of the
2020 election, U Zaw Htay rejected their claims. He said the accusations were “the acts of
those who can’t accept defeat,” insisting that those who cast votes knew best about the
election result and for whom they voted.

“l would say those who are making false accusations are committing political suicide,” he
said during a press conference in early January 2021.

It turned out to be his last press briefing; the military staged a coup on Feb. 1 of that year,
citing alleged massive electoral fraud by the NLD. The takeover was met with nationwide
protests and sparked social and political unrest that the regime has proven unable to
contain.

Following the coup, U Zaw Htay was detained by the regime for several months, probably
for his comments about the election.

He was later freed but lived under tight scrutiny.

When the Rohingya issue broke out in 2012, U Zaw Htay said, as the spokesperson of U
Thein Sein’s administration, that the problem was not as simple as it was being portrayed to
be, involving territorial claims and other issues. He was denounced for the comment by
activists at home and abroad.

His appointment as spokesperson for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government also met with
skepticism from within the ranks of the NLD in the early days, given his military background
and service in the previous military-proxy U Thein Sein administration.

But he proved himself to be among a handful of democratically reform-minded ex-military
officials in Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s government, eventually earning praise from his former
critics.
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He also seemed to be happy working under the NLD. In late 2020 when one of The
Irrawaddy’s editors asked him what he thought of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her
government, especially as a former military official working for them, he replied, “She treats
us as human beings. That’s different from the generals we used to work for in previous
governments.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/u-zaw-htay-spokesman-for-both-nld-and-
military-backed-govts-dies.html

Controversial spokesperson for Suu Kyi, Thein Sein governments dies of heart attack

Zaw Htay was known for opposing military proxy party claims of electoral fraud against the
NLD, but also for defending the army’s genocidal operations in Rakhine State

Myanmar Now | Published on May 23, 2022

Zaw Htay speaks at a press conference in Naypyitaw on
October 15, 2020 (Myanmar Now)

Myanmar’s former presidential spokesperson Zaw Htay
died of a heart attack on Monday morning in
Naypyitaw, according to sources close to him.

THE: PRESIDENT HOUSE

The 48-year-old collapsed at home and was pronounced
dead at Naypyitaw’s 1,000-bed hospital, a source in the
junta administrative capital told Myanmar Now.

He is survived by a teenage daughter.

Junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun, who graduated alongside Zaw Htay in the 37th intake
of the Defence Services Academy, told local news outlet Eleven Media that Zaw Htay had
passed away at around 9am.

Career and criticism

Also known by his pen name Hmuu Zaw, Zaw Htay was widely perceived as a controversial
figure, having served as spokesperson for rival governments.

From 2016 until 2021, he was the director-general of the offices of the now-detained State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi and ousted President Win Myint within the National League for
Democracy (NLD) administration.

The former army major was also a presidential spokesperson for the Thein Sein-led
government under the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP), a military proxy
party which held office prior to the NLD.

After serving within the USDP, Zaw Htay’s reappointment to the NLD government was
criticised by some party supporters who accused him of acting as the “military’s source”
within the new administration.
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Zaw Htay was condemned by international rights activists for his public defence of 2017
military atrocities in Rakhine State that forced some 700,000 Rohingya Muslims to flee to
Bangladesh. In his capacity as the NLD government spokesperson, he claimed that the
armed forces had been legitimately responding to a “terrorist” threat. He openly rejected
UN findings calling for those responsible for the grave abuses against the Rohingya to face
genocide charges.

Zaw Htay also later used the “terrorist” label to refer to the Arakan Army (AA), which he
promised would be “crush[ed],” as clashes and tension between the ethnic armed group
and the military escalated in 2019. He similarly accused other ethnic forces allied with the
AA, including the Ta’ang National Liberation Army and the Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army of terrorism.

The coup

Zaw Htay was last seen publicly at a President Office’s press conference in Naypyitaw days
before the military staged a coup on February 1, 2021. The attempted seizure of power was
carried out amid claims by the USDP that the NLD had committed electoral fraud in the
2020 national polls.

The spokesperson defended the then-ruling NLD’s re-election victory at a January 8 press
conference where he dismissed allegations of voter fraud as “false claims” and an act of
“political suicide.” He pointed to the party’s previous wins in 1990 and 2015 as evidence of
its popularity.

Days after the coup, Zaw Htay resigned from his position, according to a source close to him.
He was reportedly arrested and spent nearly four months in a military interrogation centre
before finally being released in early June last year.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/controversial-spokesperson-for-suu-kyi-thein-
sein-governments-dies-of-heart-attack
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