PEACE Info (May 20, 2022)

Sagaing villagers forced to wear military uniforms in ploy to prevent attacks
Junta troops burn down two villages in Sagaing’s Kani Township after being attacked
Eight Magwe Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids
Myanmar junta tribunal sentences 7 youths to death in Yangon
Junta acknowledges soldiers’ payouts from military conglomerate still missing
Malaysia ‘violated anti-terrorism agreements’ by meeting with NUG representatives:
SAC Spokesperson
Myanmar junta accuses Malaysia of ‘abetting terrorism’ by meeting National Unity
Government
Myanmar Junta Threatens to Downgrade Australia Ties Over Snub
Myanmar asks UK to replace its ambassador if it decides to appoint its ambassador
as Chargé d'Affaires and decides to reduce diplomatic ties with Australia
Myanmar junta gets effective diplomatic downgrade as a result of military coup
Business persons have not been barred from going abroad: SAC Spokesman
Myanmar Junta Chief Meets Ethnic Shan Leader for Peace Talks
Deputy Commander Killed as KNLA Seize Strategic Army Base in Southeast Myanmar
Deputy commander among those killed in attack on junta base near Thai border
Fleeing Karen refugees to get humanitarian aid
State Administration Council and its BGF Militia, Hold 92 Karen Villagers, including
Four Children, Hostage
Tatmadaw cannot be blamed if a conflict occurs in Rakhine: SAC’s spokesperson
Myanmar Junta’s Threat of Fighting Dismissed as ‘Naked Joke’ by Arakan Army
AA urges Rakhines to boycott junta products
Myanmar Junta Risks War in Rakhine State with Civilian Arrests
KIO Labels Groups Working With Regime In Kachin State As Enemies
MNDAA Abducts Youths In Kutkai Township
A flood of need overwhelms humanitarian response in conflict-affected areas
2021 sees record numbers displaced globally and in Myanmar
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Sagaing villagers forced to wear military uniforms in ploy to prevent attacks

There have also been reports of women being among the junta forces deployed in the
region

Moe Oo / Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on May 20, 2022

Houses destroyed by regime forces in Hmethi,
a village in Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township,
are seen on May 16 (CJ)

Regime troops have been forcing villagers in
Sagaing Region’s Wetlet Township to dress like
soldiers and march at the head of their column
in a bid to fend off attacks, according to local
resistance sources.

The column in question began advancing on Thit Seint Gyi, a village on the western bank of
the Ayeyarwady River some 18km east of the town of Wetlet, late last week.

Sources say the column of around 100 soldiers abducted at least 20 civilians along the way
and another 20 when it arrived in Thit Seint Gyi late Tuesday.

Those who were captured were interrogated and then used as human shields, according to
an officer from the GZ Special Task Force-Wetlet, an anti-regime group operating in the
area.

“l heard they beat their prisoners during interrogation. What they wanted to know was
where they could find the local resistance forces,” said the officer.

He added that the military also forced some of the abductees to wear military uniforms and
walk at the front of the column.

“According to intel from our scouts, they forced some of the abducted locals to wear
military uniforms, carry their baggage and walk at the front of the column, so groups like
ours don’t attack them,” he said.

The troops marching through Wetlet have also been accused of torching hundreds of homes
in the township, including in the villages of Magyi Thone Pin, Pale Thwe, Maung Kone and
Hmethti.

Last Saturday, there were reports that they had killed at least three people, including a
resident of Hmethti.

After the column arrived in Thit Seint Gyi, hundreds of people living in other villages in the
same village tract, including Kadoh, Hlay Poh Seik, Ywar Thit, Yae Kan Poh, Kyar Kwin, and
Htone Bo villages, reportedly fled their homes.

“We all know we have to run once they arrive, or else we’ll be interrogated or taken as
hostages,” said one local who did not want to be named.
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He added that some of the soldiers in the column that has been moving through the area
were women.

While this could not be confirmed, it is consistent with reports that the wives of soldiers
have increasingly been called upon to go into active duty amid high casualty rates and low
recruitment numbers in the Myanmar military since last year’s coup.

Smoke rises from Padauk, a village in Sagaing
Region’s Kanbalu Township, after it was attacked
by junta troops on May 17 (Supplied)

Meanwhile, there have also been reports of
widespread attacks on villages in the Chat Thin
village tract, in Sagaing’s Kanbalu Township, in
recent days.

According to resistance forces active in the area, a
column of around 60 soldiers and 40 members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia
destroyed 38 houses in four villages on Tuesday.

A resident of Kin Kyi, one of the villages that was targeted, said that the junta forces had a
list of homes that were to be singled out for destruction.

“They chose the houses systematically. They went after property owned by families with
ties to the revolutionary forces,” he said, adding that his own home was among those that
had been burned to the ground.

Local resistance groups say they attacked the military column responsible for the raids, but
no details regarding junta casualties were available at the time of reporting.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/sagaing-villagers-forced-to-wear-military-
uniforms-in-ploy-to-prevent-attacks

Junta troops burn down two villages in Sagaing’s Kani Township after being attacked

By Mizzima | 20 May 2022

A coalition of local resistance forces attacked 200
junta troops leaving Mya Thein Tan Pagoda Hill with
landmines in Sagaing Region’s Kani Township, at
around 6:30 am on 18 May.

About 200 junta troops set up camp on Mya Thein Tan
Pagoda Hill on the evening of 17 May. When they

% L moved out on the morning of 18 May a coalition of
local resistance forces attacked them with landmines and heavy artillery.

“Landmines were planted in the area of Mya Thein Tan Pagoda. As far as | know, the first
mine killed eight junta soldiers. As they moved on, two more mines exploded. Then, they
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headed to Ye Budalin village,” a member of the Kani Township people's defence force,
Kyauk Lone Gyi (KLG) said to Mizzima.

The junta troops then went to Ye Budalin Village. According to a KLG member after they
arrived in Ye Budalin at 8 am on 18 May they set fire to houses. Local resistance forces could
see the damage from a distance and are concerned that the whole village may have been
destroyed.

Later on the same day, the junta troops moved on to Chaung-Wagyi Village where they also
set fire to the village and destroyed it.

Because of this the coalition of local resistance forces planted eight landmines near to
Chaung-Wagyi Village and attacked the Junta troops with heavy artillery, killing over 20
junta soldiers, according to a KLG member.

Currently the junta troops are stationed near to Chaung-Wagyi Village and many villagers
have fled their homes in fear, according to the coalition of local resistance forces.

The coalition that attacked the junta forces consisted of members from the following
resistance groups: KLG; M &amp; K the Boy; the People's Defence Army Yinmarbin (PDA);
and other local defence forces.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-troops-burn-down-two-villages-sagaings-kani-
township-after-being-attacked

Eight Magwe Civilians Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 May 2022

Eight civilians have been killed and thousands have fled their homes amid junta raids in the
resistance stronghold of Myaing Township in Magwe Region over the past week.

More than 200 soldiers from Pale Township in Sagaing Region raided at least 10 villages in
northern Myaing.

Residents said troops torched houses and killed eight civilians in a week, including those
who were hit by artillery, shot dead by troops and two older people who could not flee their
house.

“They used artillery, took food, clothes and valuables and de-stroyed homes,” said a
resident.

Troops twice raided Let Yet Ma village, which was abandoned. The village had over 1,500
houses, two-thirds of which were burned down, according to villagers. The village
monastery caught fire and its monks fled, a volunteer helping the displaced told The
Irrawaddy.

Myaing has about 10,000 civilians sheltering in seven camps and the numbers are rising.
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Volunteers are asking for food, other humanitarian assistance and help to rehabilitate
civilians but they have not disclosed the camps’ locations amid fears of junta attacks.

Myaing in northwest Magwe borders Pale, Salingyi and Yinmabin townships in Sagaing
Region, where fierce clashes continue be-tween regime forces and resistance groups.

On Thursday, junta troops advanced into southern Myaing and continued burning houses.
Phone lines have been cut.

Magwe Region is facing a heavy junta offensive, like other re-sistance strongholds.

Since the coup, the junta has killed at least 1,850 civilians, in-cluding more than 100 children
and arrested more than 13,000 people.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/eight-magwe-civilians-killed-in-myanmar-junta-
raids.html

Myanmar junta tribunal sentences 7 youths to death in Yangon

As of March 11, army tribunals in the Yangon region had sentenced more than 150 people
to death or life in jail.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.05.20

A relative waits in front of the Insein Prison for the
release of prisoners in Yangon, Myanmar, April 17,
2022. AFP

Myanmar’s junta condemned seven youths to
death this week in the Yangon region, with a
secret military tribunal finding them guilty of
murder, a state-run Myanmar’s junta
condemned seven youths to death this week in

the Yangon newspaper said.

The seven, all from all from Hlaingtharyar township in the country’s largest city Yangon
Region, were ruled guilty of taking part in the March 6 murder of a ward official
suspected of being a police informer and sentenced to death on Wednesday under
Section 54 of the Anti-Terrorism Law.

As of March 11, military tribunals in the Yangon region had sentenced more than 150
people to death or life imprisonment, RFA reporting has revealed. No executions have yet
been reported by the military regime that overthrew Myanmar’s elcted government on
Feb. 1, 2022.

The seven were identified as Ye Min Naing, Soe Moe, Thant Zin, Daewa, San Shay, Athay
Lay and Aye Aye Min.
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Another youth, Htet Myat Naing, Yangon’s North Dagon township, was also sentenced on
Wednesday to life in prison under Section 50(j) of the Anti-Terrorism Law for having links
to and collecting money for terrorist organizations.

An underground youth activist in Yangon said the military is imposing harsh punishments
on young people to discourage them from participating in resistance movements against
the junta, the junta newspaper said.

"The deliberate arrests of young people and such harsh sentences are attempts to
intimidate the youth not to be involved in the revolution. No matter what they do, young
people are already determined to march on with this,” he told RFA.

Lawyers have argued that the sentences imposed by military tribunals handing down
highest sentences on the youth are unjust and punishable.

Military spokesman Maj Gen Zaw Min Tun said the government was not targeting young
people but was prosecuting violators of the law.

According to Thai-based rights group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners Burma,
a total of 10,707 people were arrested and 1072 of them were imprisoned between Feb
1, 2021 to May 19, 2022, among them 72 have been sentenced to death including 2
children. And another 41 are sentenced to death in absentia.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written by Paul Eckert.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/youths-death-penalty-05202022184611.html

Junta acknowledges soldiers’ payouts from military conglomerate still missing

Troops’ shares in the annual profits of MEHL are more than seven months late, with junta
leadership ‘trying to come up with a plan’ to deliver the funds

Min Min | Published on May 20, 2022

Military parade in Naypyitaw on March 27, 2022
(EPA)

A spokesperson for the junta admitted at a press
conference on Thursday that the Myanmar army
has yet to pay soldiers the dividends they are owed
from the 2021 revenue of military-owned
conglomerate Myanma Economic Holdings Co, Ltd
(MEHL).

The payouts from MEHL are based on profits generated annually and are typically allocated
to troops in the months immediately following the end of the fiscal year in September,
making it more than seven months late at the time of reporting.
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Members of the armed forces are required to buy and maintain a stake in the
conglomerate, the size of which is determined by their ranks and deducted annually from
their salaries, according to officers who spoke to Myanmar Now after leaving the military
following the February 2021 coup.

The investments range from 1.5m kyat (USS843) for low-ranking troops to at least 5m kyat
(52,810) for officers who are ranked at and above the position of lieutenant colonel.

Proclaimed military supporter Swe Zin Oo raised the issue of the missing MEHL payments to
junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun at a press conference in Naypyitaw on Thursday.

“Soldiers and their families are expecting the dividends from the MEHL,” she said at the
event.

Gen Zaw Min Tun replied that the military commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing was aware
of the problem and that the military was “trying [their] best to come up with a plan.”

Cpt Ye Min Oo, who around one month ago left the frontlines and joined the Civil
Disobedience Movement aimed at toppling the regime, speculated that the military had
already exhausted the MEHL revenue and would be unable to recover it.

“I'had to let go of those dividends when | defected from the army. | now think of that
money as being spent for their funerals,” he told Myanmar Now from a liberated area
where he has sought safety.

Another officer who defected around the same time, military nurse Cpt Khin Pa Pa Tun, said
that she did not receive her share in the conglomerate’s profits before joining the
resistance.

“Many people depend on that money and if they can’t pay it, the military is in incredibly bad
shape,” she said, adding, “It’s going to fall apart soon.”

MEHL was founded in 1990 and includes around 50 business enterprises.

Many junta-owned enterprises have seen a decrease in profits since the coup, when the
Myanmar public began a widespread boycott of military businesses.

According to a May 2021 financial statement by Kirin, the Japanese company which
produced Myanmar Beer in collaboration with MEHL, sales plummeted by 46 percent during
this period, forcing Kirin to end the partnership, its dealings with MEHL and withdraw from
Myanmar.

Advocacy group Justice For Myanmar reported that Mytel, a telecommunications company
jointly-owned by the Myanmar and Vietnamese militaries, also lost $25m in profits in the
three months after the coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-acknowledges-soldiers-payouts-from-
military-conglomerate-still-missing
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Malaysia ‘violated anti-terrorism agreements’ by meeting with NUG representatives: SAC
Spokesperson

PUBLISHED 20 MAY 2022 | EMG

A meeting between the Malaysian Foreign Minister and
representatives of National Unity Government (NUG)
violated the anti-terrorism agreements, said Maj-Gen
Zaw Min Tun, a spokesperson for the State
Administration Council (SAC) and Deputy Minister for
Information.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun made the remarks in response
to a question from the Thuriya Ne Wun News Agency about the meeting between the
Malaysian Foreign Minister and NUG representatives at a press conference held by the SAC
on April 19 at the Ministry of Information.

"The Malaysian foreign minister has met with people from the NUG in the United States and
it made to encourage the terrorism. In addition to encouraging, it is hampering the
Myanmar government's efforts and violating international anti-terrorism agreements,” he
said.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has reacted strongly to the meeting between the Malaysian
Foreign Minister and NUG representatives and will continue to take necessary actions in line
with foreign policy in the national interest of the country, he said.

He said, “Myanmar strongly opposes this. We have sent a letter of protest to the Malaysian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs warning that Malaysian cabinet members and MPs should not
engage in similar interactions in the future."

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said that the Charge d'Affaires of the Malaysian Embassy in Yangon
was also summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to protest and that the demands of
the Malaysian Foreign Minister will be known at the meeting.

"What the Malaysian foreign minister asked for when he was in the United States. He said
there are 250,000 Myanmar refugees in their country. There are more than 100,000 Bengali
refugees in Malaysia. There are also requests for support. It has gone far beyond that. We
see it that way,” he said.

Myanmar is a sovereign country, and Tatmadaw is committed to a multi-party democracy
that the people aspire to. It guarantees a union system based on democracy and federalism.
He called on all parties to oppose acts that are caused by political egos and that cause loss
of life and property of the people and discredit the country internationally.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/malaysia-violated-anti-terrorism-agreements-by-
meeting-with-nug-representatives-sac
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Myanmar junta accuses Malaysia of ‘abetting terrorism’ by meeting National Unity
Government

A junta spokesperson says the military council ‘strongly object[ed]’ to the meeting
Sa Thant Zin | Published on May 20, 2022

‘ Il ’ ﬂ 8 Saifuddin Abdullah, the Malaysian minister of foreign
‘ affairs, is seen with Zin Mar Aung, the NUG’s foreign
affairs minister, during their meeting on May 14
(Saifuddin Abdullah / Facebook)

-

gA Myanmar’s military council issued multiple

a | objections to a meeting held last week between
!} B personnel from the Malaysian government and the

o National Unity Government (NUG), a junta

spokesperson said in a press conference on Thursday.

On May 14, Malaysia’s foreign minister Saifuddin Abdullah met with Zin Mar Aung, who
holds the same position within the NUG—a cabinet formed and endorsed by elected
lawmakers ousted in the February 2021 coup. They reportedly discussed issues concerning
humanitarian aid, as well as the establishment of a direct relationship between his
administration and the NUG.

The informal meeting was held in Washington DC days after the closing of the ASEAN-US
Special Summit in the American capital. Myanmar’s junta is barred from attending such
events and, more than one year after staging the coup, has not obtained widespread
recognition by the international community.

Gen Zaw Min Tun, the military council’s deputy minister of information, repeatedly referred
to the NUG as a “terrorist organisation” during Thursday’s press conference and suggested
that collaboration with the administration amounted to “abetting terrorism.”

“We strongly object to such actions,” he said.

According to the general, the junta sent a letter to the Malaysian ministry of foreign affairs
warning members of the government and parliament not to engage in such a meeting again,
and relayed the same message to officials at Malaysia’s embassy in Yangon.

The junta-run foreign affairs ministry released its own statement condemning a meeting
between US State Department officials and NUG representatives including Zin Mar Aung on
May 12, suggesting that “engagements with illegal, unlawful and terrorist entities” including
the NUG “could abet terrorism and violence in the country.”

As the Myanmar military continues to battle resistance forces on multiple fronts, coup
leader Min Aung Hlaing has been trying since April to organise his own meetings with ethnic
armed forces, which commence on Friday.
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His invitation was rejected by groups including the All Burma Students Democratic
Front, Arakan Army, Chin National Front, Kachin Independence Organisation, Karen National
Union and the Karenni National Progressive Party.

In this week’s press conference, Gen Zaw Min Tun dismissed any refusals to attend the talks
as an attempt to “sabotage” the military’s so-called peace efforts.

Representatives from the NUG and its People’s Defence Force, as well as other resistance
groups formed in the wake of the coup were not invited to meet with the military chief.

According to the military, the 10 organisations confirmed to be attending individual talks
with Min Aung Hlaing include the Arakan Liberation Party, Democratic Karen Buddhist Army,
Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council, Lahu Democratic Union, New Mon State
Party, Pa-O National Liberation Organisation, and the Restoration Council of Shan State, as
well as the National Democratic Alliance Army (Mongla), Shan State Progress Party and the
United Wa State Party.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-accuses-malaysia-of-abetting-
terrorism-by-meeting-national-unity-government

Myanmar Junta Threatens to Downgrade Australia Ties Over Snub
By AFP | 20 May 2022

YANGON—Myanmar’s junta on Thursday threatened to downgrade diplomatic ties with
Australia after the country said it would not replace its recently departed ambassador to the
military-run country.

Western governments have led international criticism of last year’s coup that ousted Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s administration and unleashed a violent crackdown on dissent, with some
imposing sanctions and meeting with opposition figures.

On Monday, Australian media reported that Canberra will not replace ambassador Andrea
Faulkner, who finished her term in April, and will send instead a senior official to act as
chargé d’affaires.

Canberra had communicated the decision to the junta, the permanent secretary of the
regime’s Foreign Affairs Ministry, Chan Aye, told a press conference on Thursday.

“In response we are also working on having a chargé d’affaires” run the Myanmar Embassy
in Australia, he said, without elaborating on whether Myanmar would recall its ambassador
or downgrade their status.

AFP has contacted Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade for comment.

A meeting between the outgoing Faulkner and junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in April was
slammed by rights groups as lending legitimacy to the military.
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It also came with detained Australian academic Sean Turnell on trial in a junta court, where
he is accused of breaking the country’s Official Secrets Act and faces 14 years in prison.

Chan Aye also said Britain’s recent downgrading of its mission in the country was
“unacceptable”.

Peter Vowles was appointed as ambassador last July but is now chargé d’affaires, according
to the British Foreign Ministry website.

Vowles—who is currently outside Myanmar—would not be allowed to return to the country
on his current status, Chan Aye said.

Myanmar’s ousted President and head of state U Win Myint is currently on trial in a junta
court alongside Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Recently-arrived ambassadors from India and Saudi Arabia have presented their credentials
to Min Aung Hlaing, according to reports in state media.

Any downgrading of ties by Canberra would not be unexpected, former Australian
ambassador to Myanmar Christopher Lamb told AFP, adding several other countries had not
appointed new ambassadors since the putsch.

“You’ve got to make a judgement about whether making this decision is going to affect the
circumstances of Sean Turnell and they have probably reached the conclusion, which | think
is reasonable, that it makes no difference.”

Shunned by Western governments, the junta has turned to traditional allies including Russia
and China for support.

It has described Russia’s invasion of Ukraine as “justified,” backing its major ally and arms
supplier.

The junta is otherwise increasingly isolated on the international stage, with Cambodian
leader Hun Sen the only foreign leader to visit since the putsch.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-threatens-to-downgrade-
australia-ties-over-snub.html

Myanmar asks UK to replace its ambassador if it decides to appoint its ambassador as
Chargé d'Affaires and decides to reduce diplomatic ties with Australia

PUBLISHED 20 MAY 2022 | EMG

Myanmar will ask the United Kingdom (UK) to replace its
ambassador to Myanmar if the UK has decided to appoint
its ambassador as Chargé d'Affaires and Myanmar decided
~ todowngrade the diplomatic ties with Australia as Australia
\\ planned to appoint a senior official as a new Chargé
d'Affaires, according to an official from Ministry of Foreign
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Affairs.

He made the remarks at a press conference in Nay Pyi Taw on May 19 while asked about
Britain and Australia downgrading their diplomacy.

The British ambassador to Myanmar refused to provide his credentials and was told to wait
in his country according to diplomatic procedures. He later tried to be appointed as Chargé
d'Affaires of the Embassy but it is not acceptable according to regulations and Myanmar
asked the UK to appoint a new Chargé d'Affaires if they want to, the official said.

The official said Australian Ambassador to Myanmar returned to his country after the end of
his term in office and Australia tried to replace a Chargé d'Affaires in his place. In response
to the diplomatic code of conduct, Myanmar will appoint a Chargé d'Affaires in its embassy
in Australia.

SAC spokesperson Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said the reduction of diplomatic status is their
concern and Myanmar would act in accordance with its foreign policy.

"Let's be honest, talk about reducing the level of diplomacy or not is their concern. As a
country, we will act in accordance with our foreign policy. And | just want to say that we will
make a respond based on the national interest” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

In international relations, when it comes to diplomacy, it is subtle. Myanmar made reactions
and reminders for the national interest. At present, no embassy in Myanmar has been
withdrawn, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-asks-uk-to-replace-its-ambassador-if-it-
decides-to-appoint-its-ambassador-as-charge

Myanmar junta gets effective diplomatic downgrade as a result of military coup

Ambassador postings are on hold at some Western missions in what opponents call a
rebuke to the regime.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.05.19

In file photo, protesters hold signs as they take partin a
demonstration against the military coup in front of the
Indonesian embassy in Yangon, Feb.24, 2021. AFP

UPDATED at 12:13 p.m. EDT on 2022-05-20

W
T ELECTED
4 GOVERNWzNT

Myanmar’s 15-month-old military junta is suffering a
diplomatic downgrade as Western and some Southeast
Asian neighbors are withholding ambassadorial appointments to the country and
increasingly meeting with elected officials overthrown by the army early last year,
diplomats said.
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The trend of posting a number two in missions comes as the junta has been shunned by

the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which held a summit last week with
the U.S. in Washington, where Myanmar was represented by an empty chair symbolizing
rejection of the February 2021 coup.

The Australian Foreign Ministry said in a statement on May 16 that Australia has
appointed a senior official to replace its ambassador in Myanmar, Andrea Faulkner, who
completed her tenure last month.

Britain likewise downgraded its ties with Myanmar from ambassadorial level to chargé
d'affaires level in August 2021. The junta found that unacceptable and the British
Ambassador, Pete Vowles, who went abroad on business, was barred from re-entering
the country in February 2022.

“The UK has a longstanding policy and practice of recognizing states, not governments,”
Stephen Small, the embassy's liaison officer, wrote in an emailed reply to RFA’s Myanmar
Service.

“We are engaging with the junta only where strictly necessary to deliver our political,
development and humanitarian objectives and [for] the functioning of our embassy,” he
added.

“Changing the status of our head of mission ensures we can continue our role supporting
the people of Myanmar without giving the military credibility by presenting our
credentials to the Commander-in-Chief,” said Small.

Vowles arrived in Myanmar in August 2021, seven months after the coup, and refused to
hand over his credentials to the junta. In April the military regime told the embassy it
would not accept him as ambassador any longer, the spokesman said.

London did not recall Vowles, but decided to let him head the mission at a lower level
and he is waiting for a new visa and entry permit for Myanmar, said Small.

&= - Police stand guard near the US embassy during a
oy demonstration by protesters against the military coup in
Yangon, Feb. 22, 2021. Credit: AFP

Shunning an ‘unethical group’

Germany has likewise downgraded its representation in
Myanmar, said embassy press officer Markus Lubawinski.

“l can confirm that the German Embassy in Yangon, where we continue with our embassy
work, is headed by a chargé d’affaires,” he wrote in an email to RFA.

“The reduction from ambassadorial level to charge d'affaires, is, in layman's terms,
degrading,” said Kyaw Swa Tun, the third secretary at the Myanmar Embassy in
Washington who joined the opposition after the coup.

“It’s like saying we don't need to pay attention to an unethical group,” he told RFA.
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“At present, most countries, including Europeans, have lowered their statuses in dealing
with the regime. It also shows that they are not recognizing the junta and thus, the
junta’s role is downgraded,” added Kyaw Swa Tun.

Min Zaw Oo, executive director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security said
countries lowered the level of their diplomatic representation to avoid the poor optics of
recognizing the junta. The regime is estimated to have killed at least 5,600 civilians in
nearly 16 months since the coup.

“When an ambassador comes in, he has to be officially recognized by the head of state.
So, they do not want a big blaring photograph in the newspapers showing the current
junta leader accepting their new ambassadors,” he said.

Diplomatic sources in Yangon say Denmark, Italy, Israel and South Korea are considering
following Britain, Germany and Australia in downgrading their level of representation.

The U.S., European Union and Japan, however, are maintaining ambassadors at their
embassies in Yangon.

The spokesperson for the U.S. embassy in Yangon said that the U.S. will continue to put
pressure on the junta to return to the path of democracy in Myanmar.

“Amb. Thomas Vajda presented his credentials to democratically elected President U Win
Myint on January 19, 2021,” the spokesperson told RFA by email.

“The U.S. will continue to press the military regime to cease its violence, release all those
unjustly detained, provide unhindered humanitarian access, and restore Burma’s path to
democracy.”

Zin Mar Aung, foreign minister of the National
Unity Government, speaking with RFA during her
visit to Washington May, 12, 2022. Credit:
RFAOutreach to the NUG

The European Union (EU) embassy in Yangon has
said it will not change its current ambassadorial
post, a spokesperson told RFA on behalf of Amb.

Ranieri Sabatucci.

“The EU does not envisage any change to my accreditation for the time being. The
movements in the diplomatic sphere do not have any effect on our dealings with the
military council,” he said, using a shorthand for the junta.

Germany and Britain, the colonial ruler of what was formerly called Burma, and the EU
have held meetings with representative of the country’s National Unity Government
(NUG), a parallel administration made up of former lawmakers and officials of the
government of leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“The federal government in Germany has spoken to individual members of the NUG.
These exchanges have been made public,” said Lubawinski.

Page 15 of 80


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/toll-05172022210115.html

“The U.K. sees the NUG as an important stakeholder for resolving the crisis,” said Small of
the British Embassy.

“The EU is having informal exchanges with the NUG. These are entertained by and from a
number of interlocutors including our HQ in Brussels, the EU Mission to ASEAN and the
EU Mission to the UN in New York,” said the EU mission in Yangon.

“The EU retains the right to entertain relationships with any relevant party in Myanmar,
including the NUG,” the statement issued on behalf of Sabatucci.

Analyst Kyaw Swa Tun said that although the NUG has not yet been officially accepted by
the international community, these contacts can been as a sign the group in increasingly
being recognized as a legitimate government.

Zin Mar Aung, who represents the NUG on the world stage, held key meetings on the
sidelines of the U.S.-ASEAN summit in Washington last week with Wendy Sherman, a
senior U.S. State Department official, and Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah.
The junta strongly denounced those contacts.

Among ASEAN states, Malaysia, which recalled its ambassador last April, Brunei, and the
Philippines have yet to appoint an ambassador to Myanmar.

Russia and China, authoritarian powers which have good military and economic ties with
the junta, have not changed the status of diplomatic relations, while India and Saudi
Arabia officially appointed their ambassadors to Myanmar last month. China’s mission did
not reply to RFA’s attempt to seek comment.

Spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun said the junta is “will continue to work with countries
who show respect to Myanmar and its national interests and other international
organizations that support our work and consider us friends.”

He added: “There are people who want to interfere in [our] internal affairs. We will
respond to them in accordance with diplomatic procedures.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written by Paul Eckert.

This story has been updated to edit the attribution for the comment from the U.S.
embassy in Myanmar.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/junta-ambassadors-05192022173518.html

Business persons have not been barred from going abroad: SAC Spokesman
PUBLISHED 20 MAY 2022

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, spokesman of State Administration Council (SAC), dismissed rumors
that the SAC is barring business persons from going abroad.
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“In 2021, we had many challenges in
financial sector, especially in banking
industry. As a government, we helped
some prominent banks during these
challenges. Some banks were close to
near collapse due to the result of
unsystematic implementation. We are still
giving supports to these banks. The
majority of the business people are from
or connected to the bank sector and they

are bank owners. We had to summoned them and held discussions with them. We found
that there were many rumors concerning the news. In reality, bank owners and business
people have to go abroad. As a government, we have to put the right path in politics,
economics, and administrative sectors. We are doing these works for the sake of the nation
and the people. We are striving for the systematic and firm development in these sectors,”
said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, spokesman of SAC and deputy Information Minister.

U Khin Shwe, owner of Zay Kabar Company and his son Zay Thiha as well as U Chit Khine,
owner of Eden Company Limited, who are among top businessmen of Myanmar business
sector,were recenlty detained. U Chit Khine was detained due to corruption charges in
relations to the Tekyit coal power plant project.

Nang Lang Kham, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer of KBZ Bank and the eldest daughter of
prominent businessman U Aung Ko Win, was allegedly interrogated at Yangon International
Airport on the morning of May 9 while traveling to Bangkok, Thailand. Maj-Gen Zaw Min
Tun, spokesperson for the State Administration Council (SAC), denied these allegation.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/business-persons-have-not-been-barred-from-going-
abroad-sac-spokesman

Myanmar Junta Chief Meets Ethnic Shan Leader for Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 May 2022

General Yawd Serk, the chairman of the Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army-
South (RCSS/SSA-S), met with regime leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on Friday,
becoming the first ethnic leader to join the junta’s peace talks.

Yawd Serk arrived in Naypyitaw on Thursday from Shan State’s Tachileik to attend the talks
at the invitation of the junta chief.

On Thursday, the military regime said that the talks would take place on Friday, but details
of the meeting are not yet known.

In April, Min Aung Hlaing invited leaders of ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) to peace talks
to end the country’s armed conflicts. In response, the RCSS said in a May 12 statement that
it has accepted the invitation with the aim of solving political problems through political
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means, building a federal union that guarantees equality and self-determination, and solving
the current political crisis.

The RCSS’s statement said dialogue is the best way to solve the current political crisis in
Myanmar. Only by building a federal union with complete self-determination can the
administrative changes desired by the entire people be brought about and a peaceful,
modern, developed nation be built, said the RCSS.

Seven of the ten signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) will attend the
peace talks: the RCSS, the New Mon State Party, the Karen National Union/ Karen National
Liberation Army — Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC), the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
(DKBA), the Arakan Liberation Party, the Pa-O National Liberation Organization and the Lahu
Democratic Union.

Non-NCA signatories such the Shan State Progress Party, the United Wa State Army and the
National Democratic Alliance Army will also attend the talks.

The Karen National Union, the Kachin Independence Army, the Chin National Front and the
Karenni National Progressive Party, all of which are actively fighting the regime, have
rejected the talks, reasoning that the invitation was not all-inclusive and not genuine.

Although Min Aung Hlaing has proposed face-to-to face talks with EAO leaders, only the
RCSS, the DKBA and the KNU/KNLA-PC will be represented by their leaders. The other EAOs
are sending only senior officials.

The junta chief said that the other EAO leaders can’t attend the talks in person for health
reasons. At the regime’s press conference on Thursday, junta spokesperson Major-General
Zaw Min Tun said that all the EAO delegations comprise senior figures who are authorized to
make decisions on behalf of their central executive committees.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-meets-ethnic-shan-leader-
for-peace-talks.html

Deputy Commander Killed as KNLA Seize Strategic Army Base in Southeast Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 May 2022

A deputy commander was among five regime soldiers killed on Wednesday when the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance forces seized a strategic camp in
Karen State from the Myanmar military.

The battle for Thay Baw Boe camp, close to the border with Thailand in Karen State’s
Myawaddy Township, lasted for eight hours as the military regime launched at least 35
airstrikes from MIG fighter jets and helicopters.

The deaths of the five junta soldiers were confirmed on Friday by the Karen National Union
(KNU), the political wing of the KNLA. Many weapons and a large quantity of ammunition
were seized.
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Six regime soldiers were also captured on Wednesday, following the capture of one junta
soldier on Tuesday. A further 11 regime troops and three porters were detained by the Thai
authorities on Wednesday in the Thai border town of Mae Sot after they fled the fighting at
Thay Baw Boe. They were deported back to Myanmar on the same day, according to Thai
sources.

Three fighters from the KNLA and allied resistance groups were killed during the battle.

Wednesday’s seizure of the Thay Baw Boe camp is another victory for the KNLA, which has
overrun several army bases in the area since last year. Thay Baw Boe had been in the hands
of the Myanmar military since the early 1990s. Located in a strategic position, it was used by
the regime as a staging area from which to reinforce troops when fighting broke out.

Since last year’s coup, there has been frequent fighting between junta troops and the KNLA,
which, along with the KNU, has rejected the military takeover. The KNLA has also provided
shelter and military training to resistance fighters, many of whom are now fighting alongside
the KNLA in Karen State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/deputy-commander-killed-as-knla-seize-
strategic-army-base-in-southeast-myanmar.html

Deputy commander among those killed in attack on junta base near Thai border

A number of soldiers who fled the attack on the Thay Baw Boe base are believed to have
crossed the border into Thailand

Linn Htin | Published on May 20, 2022

The body of Maj Aung Nyein Chan, the deputy
commander of the Thay Baw Boe base (KIC)

Anti-regime forces who overran a junta base in
Kayin (Karen) State’s Myawaddy Township on
Wednesday killed five soldiers, including the

| base’s deputy commander, according to an
armed group that took part in the attack.

e Z Maj Aung Nyein Chan, the deputy commander
of the Thay Baw Boe base was one of the casualties of the assault along with Lt Han Lin Tun
and three other junta soldiers, a spokesperson for the Cobra Column told Myanmar Now.

“We found the body of the deputy commander while clearing the area around the base,” he
said, adding that he believed that he had been killed by a sniper.

“The bullet found on the body looked like the kind our snipers use,” he said.

A joint force of troops from the Cobra Column and Brigade 6 of the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) seized control of the base late Wednesday after a full day of fierce
fighting.
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@4 The Thay Baw Boe on May 19, a day after it
was overrun by anti-regime forces (Cobra
Column)

According to the Cobra Column
spokesperson, two sergeants, a corporal, a
lance corporal, and three privates were
captured alive at the base, while others fled.

He said that at least some of those who
escaped crossed the Moei River into
neighbouring Thailand. Around 50 troops
were believed to have been stationed at the base.

“Some of them fled to Thailand while we were clearing the area. We found a gun in the river
and we also have proof that Thai soldiers helped them,” said the information officer.

The Thai military has not made any public statement regarding these claims.

The Voice of Spring, an organisation that tracks clashes around the country, reported that at
least 10 Myanmar soldiers were being held by the Thai military in Mae Sot, a border town in
Thailand’s Tak Province.

The raid on the base was led by Cobra Column commander Dar Baw, who is also the deputy
commander of Squadron 2 of KNLA Brigade 6’s Battalion 27, and L Say Wah of the Karen
National Defence Organization, according to a statement released by the Karen National
Union (KNU) on May 20.

The KNU said that its armed wings and allies decided to seize control of the base because it
was frequently used to fire heavy artillery at surrounding villages.

The military used airstrikes to defend the base. Three members of the anti-regime forces
were killed and four, including Dar Baw, were injured.

The Thay Baw Boe base was under the control of the KNU until it was seized by Myanmar’s
military in the 1990s.

Tensions have been high in eastern Karen State since March 7, when Brigade 6 ordered
regime forces to leave Lay Kay Kaw, a town in Myawaddy Township, within three days so
that civilians displaced by an earlier offensive could return to the area.

Since then, fighting has broken out on an almost daily basis throughout Brigade 6 territory,
including in Myawaddy, Lay Kay Kaw, Waw Lay, Eu Kali Hta, Thay Baw Boe, and Balar Doh.

On March 21, KNLA troops overran a junta base in the village of Maw Khee, also located in
Myawaddy Township, seizing a large cache of weapons and ammunition.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/deputy-commander-among-those-killed-in-
attack-on-junta-base-near-thai-border
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Fleeing Karen refugees to get humanitarian aid
PUBLISHED : 20 MAY 2022 AT 04:00 | WRITER: POST REPORTERS
Supoj: Pledgeshelp at border

Thailand has given humanitarian assistance to Karen
refugees along the Thai-Myanmar border in the wake of
recent clashes between the junta and rebels in the
neighbouring nation, says National Security Council
secretary-general Supoj Malaniyom.

Thailand has a clear policy to support and promote peaceful
dialogue, Gen Supoj added.

When asked how many people were believed to have fled
across the border after the recent fighting near Tak's Mae
Sot district, he said it was in the hundreds and that
provincial authorities would set up a shelter to care for them.

He said non-government organisations have also joined state agencies in providing help to
the refugees, who will be sent home if they wish when the situation improves.

Capturing the anarchy
Jordan's 'Fierce Savage' kicks down martial arts gender constraints
'Straight to your soul': Japan's taiko reinvents drum tradition

Gen Supoj, also chief of the Centre for Covid-19 Situation Administration's (CCSA)
operations centre, said the refugees are being screened for Covid-19 to prevent another
outbreak.

Myanmar Now, a news website, reported yesterday that the Karen National Union (KNU)
seized control of a military base near the border in Kayin (Karen) State's Myawaddy
Township on Wednesday.

Quoting KNU spokesman Padoh Saw Taw Nee, it said the base was taken after a full day of
fighting despite multiple airstrikes.

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied anti-regime forces began clashing
with Myanmar troops near the base on Wednesday evening and the fighting continued into
late yesterday, the report added.

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2312746/
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State Administration Council and its BGF Militia, Hold 92 Karen Villagers, including Four
Children, Hostage

It’s feared a large number of Karen villagers taken hostage by Burma Army and its
sponsored militia the Border Guard Force, are at risk of being used as ‘protective shields’
in conflict.

Karen News | 20 May 2022

The Karen National Union’s Thaton District
Information Department reported 92
civilians, including four children, were
being held against their will in a camp by
the Burma Army and Border Guard Force
(BGF)-1014 now stationed in Lay Kay
village in Bilin Township, Karen State The

, ; KNU Information officer confirmed four
- S ~ children were among the 70 detained
people from Hpa-an and another 22 from Bilin Townships.

The KNU Thaton Township Department of Information told Karen News, “The BGF-1014 and
the military council coalition forces, led by Tin Win, arrested everyone [villagers] on their
way as reinforcements at [BGF] Lay Kay camp. Among the 92 arrested people are four
minors from Kyout Pyar village.”

The KNU information officer stressed the villagers have been taken hostage to be used as
‘shields’ to protect BGF and Tatmadaw soldiers.

The KNU Thaton District Information Department statement accused military-appointed
State Administration Council and BGF soldiers from the Lay Kay army camp raided Lay Kay
village, stealing food and other items from shops and houses. The KNU said that on May
10th, BGF and Burma Army soldiers from the Win Tar Pan camp raided Win Tar Pan village
and stole 20 bags of rice.

The KNU Thaton District Information Department accused soldiers under the command of
the military-appointed State Administration Council of having robbed possessions from and
destroyed the deserted homes of the more than 10,000 villagers displaced by fighting.

The KNU Thaton District Information Department confirmed fighting on the evening of May
8th near Lay Kay village between Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO) and State
Administration Council and the BGF — killed four and wounded one from the military
council-BGF coalition forces and one wounded KNDO soldier.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/state-administration-council-and-its-bgf-militia-hold-92-
karen-villagers-including-four-children-hostage/
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Tatmadaw cannot be blamed if a conflict occurs in Rakhine: SAC’s spokesperson

PUBLISHED 20 MAY 2022 |EMG

Tatmadaw cannot be blamed if a conflict occurs
in Rakhine State, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun,
Deputy Minister for Information and leader of
the Information Team for the State
Administration Council (SAC).

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun made the remarks at a
press conference held in Nay Pyi Taw on May 19
in response to a question on whether there was
any response to the meetings with the Bengali
group and National Unity Government (NUG) by Arakan Army (AA) while the SAC chair
called for peace.

"What we are detaining at the moment is that we do not want the Rakhine people to suffer.
We are patiently working for peace with the Union. Therefore, if there is a conflict in
Rakhine State, don’t tell about bad things on the Tatmadaw,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Regarding the AA, the ceasefire was negotiated by Sasakawa, a Japanese special
representative, who was helping to bring peace to Myanmar before the election. Peace has
been restored in Rakhine State, which was previously plagued by armed conflict. However,
the AA was later found to be interfering with the government's administration, he said.

"Since then, the AA has been interfering in the administration of our government. We were
very patient. They are interfering with the judiciary system in the state. Another thing is the
AA doing in Buthidaung, Maungdaw and Yathedaung in Rakhine State is persuading and
organizing the Bengalis since January 2022. According to our official records, it has
happened at least 10 times. We knew the reason why they are organizing the Bengalis.
What | want to say about this is sensitive business. We already know what happened there.
So far, we all know what is happening,” he said.

In addition, the AA later spoke in a style calling for an armed conflict and threatening the
Tatmadaw's Regional Command, he added.

Most of the SAC members, including the current chairman and vice-chairman, have served
in Rakhine State. They also know how much the Tatmadaw is involved in development
issues in Rakhine State because they understand the situation and developmental delays in
Rakhine State. There were records of how the Tatmadaw had acted in the issues happened
in Buthidaung and Maungdaw, he said.

As a private matter, the AA leader's wife and child are living in Switzerland, and his father-
in-law and former Rakhine State Parliament Speaker U San Kyaw Hla, has asked the SAC for
permission to visit Switzerland to meet his daughter and grandson in November 2021. The
state leaders granted permission to go, he said.
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Myanmar Junta’s Threat of Fighting Dismissed as ‘Naked Joke’ by Arakan Army
By THE IRRAWADDY |20 May 2022

The Arakan Army’s (AA) spokesperson has said that the junta’s threat of possible future
fighting in Rakhine State is a ‘naked joke’, after the regime’s spokesperson responded to the
AA’s earlier warning against the Myanmar military’s commander in Rakhine.

During a press conference on Thursday, the regime’s spokesperson Major-General Zaw Min
Tun warned that the Myanmar military is exercising restraint in order to avoid any harm
coming to Rakhine people, and for the sake of peace.

“Don’t blame the military if something bad happens following its [the AA’s] recent
activities,” he said, hinting at possible future fighting in the area.

A few hours later, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha wrote on Facebook that “those who
have never been good on people throughout history say ‘don’t blame them.””

“What a naked joke!” he wrote.

Bl AA’s spokesperson Khaing Thukha

The AA is one of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs) and is fighting for greater
autonomy in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State. In late
2020, the AA agreed an informal ceasefire with the
military, but tensions between the two forces have

been growing in recent months.

Earlier this week, the AA met with the civilian shadow National Unity Government (NUG) for
the first time. The junta has designated the NUG as a terrorist organization.

On Twitter earlier this month, AA chief Major-General Tun Myat Naing warned the head of
the military’s western command, which oversees operations in Rakhine State, that he would
crush the command if it continues to harm the AA with tightened security checks in the
state and the arrest of alleged AA associates.

Last week, the EAO warned of potential clashes in Rakhine in a statement accusing the
military regime of disrupting the AA’s parallel administration in the state.

Along with other powerful Kachin and Karen EAOs, the AA is boycotting the regime’s peace
talks that are now underway in the capital Naypyitaw.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-threat-of-fighting-dismissed-as-
naked-joke-by-arakan-army.html

Page 24 of 80


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tatmadaw-cannot-be-blamed-if-a-conflict-occurs-in-rakhine-sacs-spokesperson
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tatmadaw-cannot-be-blamed-if-a-conflict-occurs-in-rakhine-sacs-spokesperson
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-threat-of-fighting-dismissed-as-naked-joke-by-arakan-army.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-threat-of-fighting-dismissed-as-naked-joke-by-arakan-army.html

AA urges Rakhines to boycott junta products
By Mizzima |

The leader of the Arakan Army (AA), urged ethnic Rakhine people to not use products
manufactured or distributed by the military owned Myanma Economic Holdings Limited.

Major Aye Tun (a.k.a. Tun Min Naing) made the request in a Rakhine language post on his
Facebook page on 17 May.

In the post he said: “Ethnic Rakhines also have a responsibility to stop using military-related
products including Mytel Simcards, Myanmar Beer, Ruby cigarettes, etc. The Junta has
interfered in the flow of goods going to Rakhine State. They are trying to control of
everything in Rakhine State.

To bring down the Junta regime, shop owners and consumers need to refuse to sell
products from military-related [companies] to the Rakhine people.”

Zaw Win, an activist in Kyauktaw Township said: “Though we need to boycott military-
related products it will take time to take effect because Rakhine merchants still have some
of those products in their stores.”

He explained: “If they stop selling all military products right now the merchants will face lots
of difficulties because they have large stocks in their warehouses which might include some
military-related products. AA officials need to give the merchants some time. They must be
given some time to sell their stock [of military-related products]. We need to make sure that
merchants do not buy any more military-related products.”

The military has set up a checkpoint in Ann Town where they inspect all trucks carrying
goods into Rakhine State. They cause damage because they stab knives into bags of food to
check for weapons.

Myanma Economic Holdings Limited has significant interests in various industries including
banking, tourism, real estate, transportation, metals, construction, mining, agriculture,
tobacco and food through subsidiary companies that enjoy a privileged position in the
Myanmar economy.

The military dominates some sectors of the economy, including trading, natural resources,
alcohol, cigarettes, and consumer goods.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/aa-urges-rakhines-boycott-junta-products

Myanmar Junta Risks War in Rakhine State with Civilian Arrests
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 May 2022

With military tensions running high in Rakhine State, Myanmar’s regime is again arresting
civilians over their alleged ties to the Arakan Army (AA), according to residents.
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During two years of intense fighting between Myanmar’s military and the AA between late
2018 and 2020, more than 200 civilians were arrested and charged under the Counter-
Terrorism Law on suspicion of having ties to the AA. The armed group was then labeled a
terrorist organization.

Arrests became less common after the two sides agreed an unofficial ceasefire ahead of the
general election in November 2020.

However, arrests are on the rise again, especially after AA chief Major General Twan Mrat
Naing issued a warning to the chief of the regime’s western command, which oversees
Rakhine State, according to residents.

The regime troops have been searching villages for AA affiliates and telling villagers to stay
clear of the AA, said witnesses. The regime has also reportedly tightened security checks on
roads.

“The regime has tightened checks at checkpoints after Gen Twan Mrat Naing warned the
commander. They have been increasingly searching villages. Three young people from a
displacement camp in Rathedaung were detained. They are making arrests like before,” U
Myat Tun, director of the Arakan Human Rights Defenders and Promoters Association, told
The Irrawaddy.

Three males, aged around 17, from a displacement camp at Pyi Lone Chanthar pagoda in
Rathedaung Township were detained at a military checkpoint while riding a motorbike on
the Rathedaung-Ponnagyun road on Monday. Their whereabouts are still unknown.

The regime has increased the number of checkpoints on the Yangon-Sittwe road and is
conducting tight security checks. On Monday, junta soldiers arrived in Tanlwe Ywama,
Taungup in southern Rakhine State and searched for AA affiliates.

“They came in two vehicles and asked if people knew any AA members and searched
houses. Many people fled when they saw them coming. Only elderly people were left,” said
a resident.

Junta soldiers remain at the town’s police station and are searching houses.

Junta troops and the AA clashed near the village of Than Htaung in Paletwa Township, Chin
State, which borders Rakhine State, on May 15.

Since the 2020 ceasefire, the United League of Arakan, the political wing of the AA, has
expanded its parallel administration, including a judiciary, revenue department and public
security offices.

Much of the administration was built while the regime is busy fighting the resistance forces
across the country after last year’s coup.

In its statement on Sunday, the AA accused the regime of increasing its presence in Rakhine
and disrupting its administrative and judicial work and attempting to arrest its staff. Fighting
could erupt at any time, said the AA.
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On Saturday, Maj-Gen Twan Mrat Naing held two hours of talks with the civilian National
Unity Government.

Arakanese politician U Pe Than said fighting is likely as both sides are deployed near each
other.

“The peace that was based on mutual understanding will fail if one side undermines trust.
[The AA] has issued warnings. But the regime has stepped up its arrests of AA supporters.
The AA will not just stand by and do nothing for long. It will take action to protect people
and confrontation will be inevitable,” U Pe Than told The Irrawaddy.

Nearly 20 civilians arrested over alleged AA suspicion died in custody from late 2018 to
November 2020.

More than 30 civilians still face charges in Rakhine courts under the Counter-Terrorism Law,
according to civil society organizations.

More than 200,000 people were displaced by the fighting and some 60,000 remain in
camps.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-risks-war-in-rakhine-state-with-
civilian-arrests.html

KIO Labels Groups Working With Regime In Kachin State As Enemies

KNG | 20th May 2022

The Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), one of
Burma’s most powerful ethnic armed organisations
(EAO), designated the People’s Militia Forces (PMFs), the
Border Guard Forces (BGFs) and the political parties that
have accepted the military regime as their enemies.

“If the police were actually protecting the people and the
PMFs were protecting their areas, we would not be
worried. However, these groups are not standing up for the people as long as they
cooperate with the military regime,” said KIO spokesperson Col Naw Bu.

Although the KIO Central Committee has not issued an official statement, the information
has been posted on the EAQ’s website and forwarded to the relevant departments.

Since the coup, PMFs and BGFs have joined the BA in attacks on the KIO’s military wing, the
Kachin Independence Army.

The KIO says it rejects all political parties willing to accept Burma’s controversial 2008
Constitution.

Shwe Min, chair of the Lisu National Development Party (LNDP) and leader of a PMF, told
KNG he was aware of the KIO’s opposition to his activities.
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However, a Myitkyina-based political analyst, requesting anonymity, said: ”In practise, the
KIO doesn’t take action against them and therefore these people are not afraid,” he said.
This isn’t the first time the KIO has condemned these groups in Kachin State, he explained,
some of which will contest the upcoming race under the regime.

More than 30 PMFs are based in Kachin State, some of the more prominent groups are
Tangutan in Putao, Pangwa embodying its location and La Sang Awng wa (also called the
Gway Htu PMF) in Gway Htu.

In a statement released in mid-May, the KIO in Tanai District called on government
employees in Hukawng and Myitkyina districts to resign.

The KIO also banned the sale of beer from army-owned companies in Myitkyina, Putao,
Hukawng and Hpakant districts earlier this year, resulting in a dramatic slump in sales.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/20/kio-labels-groups-working-with-regime-in-kachin-
state-as-enemies/

MNDAA Abducts Youths In Kutkai Township

KNG | 20th May 2022

Displaced Lisu villagers are demanding that
the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA) release three youths the
soldiers forcibly recruited in northern Shan
State.

According to an anonymous female source,
armed Kokang troops dragged the youths — one is only 17 years old — out of the Pang Lawt
internally displaced persons (IDPs) camp near Mong Yulay in Kutkai Township on Sunday
evening.

“They knocked on the door and if no one opened, they kicked it in. They threatened to kill
anyone who spoke out or even cried,” she said. They even refused to allow the youths’
mother to provide their sons with warm clothes before taking them away.

In total, twelve people were forced to join the MNDAA, eleven of them from Pang Lawt.

On Monday, village leaders met with MNDAA officers to demand the release of all of them.
In response, the Kokang group let eight people go, but kept the three youths and a 31-year-
old man.

One man, who also requested anonymity, told KNG that the MNDAA should not target IDPs
to bolster their ranks.

“As IDPs, we depend on others to support us. We fled the war and took refuge in a camp,
and now our children are being forced to become soldiers. They are harassing us. We talk
about what they are doing, but in reality we are terrified,” he told KNG.
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There are four IDP camps around Mong Yulay, which is about an hour’s motorbike ride from
Kutkai town.

Pang Lawt is home to 230 people or 47 families. All of them come from Ngu Ngar village and
fled the conflict in 2015.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/20/mndaa-abducts-youths-in-kutkai-township/

A flood of need overwhelms humanitarian response in conflict-affected areas
MAY 20, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Shelters under constriction in the Sakhan Ka Gyi IDP camp
in Kayin State, pictured on April 28. (Supplied)

. Volunteers and humanitarians struggle to meet demand as
shortages of food and medicine as well as fear of junta
attacks haunt the lives of more than 900,000 internally
displaced people in Myanmar.

Since early March, U Myint Tin, a community leader in Mwe
Lal village, has been kept busy arranging food and shelter for people left homeless and
bereft by the killing and arson rampages of junta forces through the area.

The residents of Mwe Lal village, a prosperous community of 1,300 houses in the far
northern Magway Region township of Gangaw, have been providing for their neighbours
from Thin Taw and Shwe Bo villages. The villagers were displaced after Tatmadaw soldiers
and pro-military militia members torched around 260 houses in the two villages on February
28. Arson attacks have been especially favoured by the regime in recent months, and
according to local media reports, over 10,000 houses across Myanmar were set ablaze by
junta forces in the first week of May alone.

Fifty-two of the 600 villagers left homeless by the arson attacks on Thin Taw and Shwe Bo
sought refuge in Mwe Lal village while the rest dispersed throughout the area seeking
shelter in other villages or camping out in nearby forests or farmland. When the internally
displaced people arrived at Mwe Lal, Myint Tin went door-to-door seeking donations of food
and other goods for them.

Children nap at an IDP camp in Myawaddy Township on
April 28. (Supplied)

“Our village is yet to be targeted, but if it is, it will mean
that all of Gangaw Township will have fallen, and if that
happens we will no longer be able to continue providing
help to other villagers,” Myint Tin told Frontier on April 28.

He is also worried about the approach of the rainy season
and wonders how it will be possible to continue providing support for the 52 people
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sheltering at Mwe Lal and the other displaced people in the area. Money is also a worry.
Myint Tun said it costs at least K50,000 a day to provide the additional people at Mwe Lal
with two meals a day, including rice, cooking oil, vegetables, fish and meat.

The number of internally displaced people, or IDPs, has soared throughout the country since
the military seized power in February 2021, especially after fighting escalated between the
military and ethnic armed groups and armed resistance forces. Despite the efforts of
altruistic groups and individuals to provide IDPs with food, shelter, clothing and medicine,
the situation is dire.

Figures released by the United Nations on April 6 estimated that around 560,900 people
have been displaced since the coup, including 234,600 in southeast Myanmar and 227,300
in the northwest. Including those displaced before the coup, the total number of IDPs
throughout the country is estimated to be around 907,500 as of April.

“It is really bad. | am a disabled person and my home has been burned down,” said a
distraught U Myo Thant, a resident of Thin Taw village, “I have no idea how | will rebuild.”

A member of Clean Yangon gives a doll to a little girl
in an IDP camp in Demoso Township in December
2021. (Supplied)

Basic necessities blocked

Food shortages in IDP camps have become more
common in recent months despite the best efforts of
humanitarian organisations to provide for those in
need.

Director of the Karenni Human Rights Group U Banyar said that IDPs are facing shortages of
food and medicine because of restrictions the military has placed on the transportation of
vital goods like rice and medicine throughout the country, in an attempt to limit supplies
going towards resistance fighters.

“The transport of basic necessities, such as rice and medicine, into the state from other
parts of the country requires prior registration with the state government appointed by the
junta council. If a vehicle brings rice or medicine into the state without registration
documents, the occupants of the vehicle will be arrested,” Banyar said.

While Frontier could not confirm the exact number of drivers who have been arrested,
sources say that the detention of drivers is a common occurrence.

“Drivers and others transporting or carrying goods donated for IDPs continue to be arrested
and charged under the Counter-Terrorism Law by the military council,” said Ko Yaw Man,
31, a member of the Mindat People’s Administration Board, a local administration board run
by those opposed to the coup.

The Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP), a cross-border humanitarian
group established in 1998, says it is difficult for outsiders to understand the obstacles
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involved in transporting food, goods and medicine for the IDPs from Myawaddy town or
from across the border in Thailand. CIDKP said long detours are needed to avoid soldiers
and police at checkpoints because humanitarian shipments intercepted by junta forces are
likely to be seized.

With the rapidly rising cost of petrol, these detours come at a high price, but so does
running into regime forces.

Lway Ku Ku, a humanitarian support supervisor for the Ta’ang Women’s Organization,
told Frontier that “restrictions have been imposed in every town in northern Shan and the
trucks also have to pay more extortion money to the militias.”

She said that in addition to food and medicines, IDPs are also in desperate need of other
items like menstrual products.

Banyar has called on the military not to ban or block the provision of humanitarian aid,
saying that such behaviour was a crime against humanity. He urges all UN agencies
responsible for IDPs to forcefully intervene and pressure the military council to ensure those
displaced by conflict receive the assistance they need.

“If they keep ignoring this situation and fail to address the shortages of food or medicine,
we can expect IDPs to begin dying within a couple of months,” he said.

Displaced Karen wade across the Moei River, which
forms the border with Thailand, to receive aid
supplies. (Frontier)

‘I will never forget the feeling of fear’

As of the first week of May, about 10,000 IDPs in
Mindat in Chin State were receiving assistance from
the People’s Administration Board. The board has
been unable to establish a camp where they can live, mainly because IDPs are reluctant to
stay in one location because it would leave them vulnerable to harassment by junta forces.

Yaw Man said he hoped the revolution would accelerate and be victorious soon to bring an
end to the IDP crisis.

“The IDPs are in need of all kinds of support, not only physical support but also mental
support because they have been traumatised by what they experienced,” he said.

Humanitarian workers in Kayin State are also scrambling to establish camps that would
make it easier for them to distribute aid. Ko Chit Phyo Ko, a volunteer with the CIDKP
working at the Sakhan Ka Gyi IDP camp in Myawaddy Township in Kayin State, said that
Sakhan Ka Gyi houses about 1,200 people including more than 300 children, 18 pregnant
women and more than 21 residents aged 70 or older. They have lived in the camp since
fighting erupted in and around Lay Kay Kaw in mid-December 2021.
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“We are trying to bring all the scattered groups of IDPs here to make it easier and to
systematically distribute food, medicine and other goods. To do that, we need to build a big
camp and we will need construction materials,” said Chit Phyo Ko.

Sakhan Ka Gyi is one of eight IDP camps housing about 3,000 people under the management
of the CIDKP in Kayin State.

“Some of the IDPs want to return to their villages, but that’s not possible. Their villages are

in areas where the junta’s military and the Karen National Liberation Army are fighting each
other and clashes can occur in the villages at any time,” said another member of the CIDKP,
who requested anonymity.

“Another reason why they cannot return four months after the fighting in and around Lay
Kay Kaw is the amount of unexploded bombs and artillery shells in the area,” she said.

The fighting also puts the lives of the humanitarian workers and volunteers in

danger. Frontier spoke with Ko Zeyar Tun, the leader of a volunteer group that has been
providing support to IDPs in Demoso Township in Kayah State since May 2021. He said that
on February 28 he and the mobile medical team he was with at the time had to flee from
junta soldiers.

“There were no internet or phone connections but we learned through walkie-talkies that a
military column was approaching,” he recalled.

Zeyar Tun said he was terrified when he learned that troops were advancing towards the
village. After hearing the news, the team quickly loaded their medical supplies into a truck
and drove for several hours to another village in the eastern part of Demoso.

“l was afraid not only for myself but also for the people we were helping. | will never forget
the feeling of fear | had then,” he said, adding that the IDPs at the village were also in a state
of panic and rushed to flee the area.

RS Kinma village residents receiving donations of
clothes, food and medicine at the village monastery
in July 2021. (Frontier)

Dwindling resources

The razing of Thin Taw was hardly the first such

- - ___attack in Magway Region. Kinma was reduced to
_M} ashes on June 15, 2021, acquiring the unenviable
dlstlnct|on of being the first community in Magway to be targeted for ruin by arson since
the coup.

Its former inhabitants have not returned and are still dispersed throughout nearby forests
and farmland. They were initially supported by the generosity of individuals and
organisations from around the country who had learned of their plight. But as hundreds and
then thousands of other villagers were made homeless by arson attacks, the IDPs from
Kinma could no longer rely on donations.
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Daw Thinzar Soe, and her husband U Than Tun were among those displaced from Kinma.
They were reluctant to depend on donations and found work as farm labourers for as long
as they could. When the fighting escalated, donors turned their attention to funding
resistance forces and the farmers who had been hiring the couple also had to flee.

“The rainy season is coming and we are afraid that soldiers will follow. My daughter and
other children are terrified every time they hear the sound of gunfire from fighting. The only
food | have at the moment for the coming days and months is a sack of rice,” Thinzar Soe
said.

Residents of Thi Tin village in Sagaing Region resting
with supplies in a nearby forest after the village was
burned down in April. (Supplied)

In Sagaing Region’s Pale Township, Thi Tin village in
the Kan Gyi village tract was one of the last to be
torched, on April 20. The blaze left more than 700
people homeless, who also found refuge in nearby
forests. Two elderly people, one of whom was blind,
were consumed by the flames that destroyed Thi Tin, which is about 9km from Pale to the
north.

“It was not too hard to provide them with food and clothing, but it was difficult to arrange
temporary shelter because timber and bamboo are scarce in this area,” said U Moe Kyaw, a
volunteer helping IDPs in Pale Township.

Every IDP and those who assist them who spoke with Frontier said they are concerned about
the onset of the rainy season.

The Tatmadaw should not obstruct efforts to help IDPs, said Ku Ku, the humanitarian
supervisor at the Ta’ang Women’s Organization.

“The IDPs became IDPs by being forced to flee from a place where they felt in danger and
we need to help them,” she said. “International non-government organisations should do
more to help them and the military council should not try to disturb our humanitarian work;
to do sois inhumane.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/a-flood-of-need-overwhelms-humanitarian-
response-in-conflict-zones/

2021 sees record numbers displaced globally and in Myanmar
By AFP |20 May 2022

Conflicts and natural disasters forced tens of millions to flee within their own country last
year, pushing the number of internally displaced people to a record high, monitors said
Thursday.
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@ nternally displaced people in a church compound in
Myitkyina after fleeing conflict between government
troops and ethnic armed group in Kachin state. Photo:
AFP

Some 59.1 million people were registered as internally
displaced worldwide in 2021 -- an all-time record
expected to be broken again this year amid mass
displacement inside war-torn Ukraine.

Around 38 million new internal displacements were reported in 2021, with some people
forced to flee multiple times during the year, according to a joint report by the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) and the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).

That marks the second-highest annual number of new internal displacements in a decade
after 2020, which saw record-breaking movement due to a string of natural disasters.

Last year, new internal displacements from conflict surged to 14.4 million -- marking a 50-
percent jump from 2020 and more than doubling since 2012, the report showed.

- 'World is falling apart' -

And global internal displacement figures are only expected to grow this year, driven in
particular by the war in Ukraine.

More than eight million people have already been displaced within the war-ravaged country
since Russia's full-scale invasion began on February 24, in addition to the more than six
million who have fled Ukraine as refugees.

'2022 is looking bleak,' IDMC director Alexandra Bilak told reporters.

The record numbers seen in 2021, she said, marked 'a tragic indictment really on the state
of the world and on peace-building efforts in particular'.

NRC chief Jan Egeland agreed, warning: 'lt has never been as bad as this.'
'The world is falling apart,' he told reporters.
'The situation today is phenomenally worse than even our record figure suggests.'

In 2021, sub-Saharan Africa counted the most internal movements, with more than five
million displacements reported in Ethiopia alone, as the country grappled with the raging
and expanding Tigray conflict and a devastating drought.

That marks the highest figure ever registered for a single country.
- 'Titanic shift' needed -

Unprecedented displacement numbers were also recorded last year in the Democratic
Republic of Congo and Afghanistan, where the Taliban's return to power, along with
drought, saw many flee their homes.
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In Myanmar, where the military junta seized power in a February coup last year,
displacement numbers also reached a record high, the report found.

The Middle East and North Africa region recorded its lowest number of new displacements
in a decade, as the conflicts in Syria, Libya and Iraq de-escalated somewhat, but the overall
number of displaced people in the region remained high.

Syria, where civil war has been raging for more than 11 years, still accounted for the world's
highest number of people living in internal displacement due to conflict -- 6.7 million -- at
the end of 2021. That was followed by the DR Congo at 5.3 million, Colombia at 5.2 million,
and Afghanistan and Yemen at 4.3 million.

Despite the hike in conflict-related displacement, natural disasters continued to account for
most new internal displacement, spurring 23.7 million such movements in 2021.

A full 94 percent of those were attributed to weather and climate-related disasters, like
cyclones, monsoon rains, floods and droughts.

Experts say that climate change is increasing the intensity and frequency of such extreme
weather events.

China, the Philippines and India were hardest hit, together accounting for around 70 percent
of all disaster-related displacements last year.

Increasingly, conflict and disasters collide, creating a 'complex quagmire of problems’,
Egeland said, worsening risks and often forcing people to flee several times.

In places like Mozambique, Myanmar, Somalia and South Sudan, overlapping crises impact
food security and heighten the vulnerabilities of millions.

'We need a titanic shift in thinking from world leaders on how to prevent and resolve
conflicts to end this soaring human suffering,' Egeland said.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/2021-sees-record-numbers-displaced-globally-and-
myanmar
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