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Myanmar Civilian Government to Sell Off More Junta Property
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 May 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government’s (NUG) minister of planning, finance and
investment U Tin Tun Naing said on Wednesday that more land and property confiscated by
the regime will be sold off to the public, as interest grows in the junta leader’s Yangon
mansion.

On May 5, the ministry launched a funding scheme for the revolution by selling US$100
shares in Min Aung Hlaing’s mansion at 14 Inya Road, which is an affluent Yangon
neighborhood.

Shareholders will receive a proportion of the proceeds when the properties are sold at
auction if the NUG takes power.

So far around $5 million in shares — or half of the ministry’s target — have been sold in Min
Aung Hlaing’s house.

Sixty confiscated Yangon plots to be sold

U Tin Tun Naing told The Irrawaddy at an online press conference that the ministry had
identified 60 Yangon plots confiscated by regime leaders and the military-controlled defense
and home affairs ministries for their benefit.

The minister said those plots were being reviewed to be reclaimed and will be included in
the ministry’s sales.

They include four houses illegally acquired by Min Aung Hlaing and his family, one of which
is 14 Inya Road that is on sale.

Regime members and cronies face seizures

He said the assets of civilian members of the regime’s governing body, like Thein Nyunt and
Khin Maung Swe, and pro-regime cronies would be confiscated under the Counter-
Terrorism Law.

“We have declared the regime to be a terrorist organization. We can reclaim the properties
of its affiliates under the Counter-Terrorism Law,” the minister said.

He said the seizures would depend on the support given to the regime.
NUG to tax big business

U Tin Tun Naing said the ministry will send official letters to major businesses demanding
taxes as no firms had voluntarily paid tax to the civilian government.

So far the NUG has only been receiving taxes from office staff and independent traders, the
minister said.

The ministry is also selling lottery tickets and bonds to support striking civil servants, raising
millions of dollars.
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$2.2 billion needed

The ministry has so far raised $42 million, including from the latest campaign to sell off
junta-seized property.

As the junta’s atrocities against civilians intensify, the NUG has raised its required budget to
$2.2 billion from $700 million to provide protection, humanitarian assistance to the
displaced, education and health care.

However, the minister said he was hopeful about meeting the budgetary requirements in
the coming months.

U Tin Tun Naing said the ministry was finding new ways to generate funds and international
aid was increasing, including promises of greater US support.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-civilian-government-to-sell-off-more-
junta-property.html

Secret History of Myanmar Junta Chief’s Inya Mansion
By AGGA AUNG | 19 May 2022

Myanmar junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s exclusive residence at No. 14 Inya
Road has become the most wanted house in Yangon’s property market.

In late April, the civilian National Unity Government’s (NUG) Ministry of Planning and
Finance announced that it would reclaim houses and other properties acquired by junta
leaders, including Min Aung Hlaing, and sell shares in them to raise money for the ongoing
revolution against the military regime.

Earlier this month, the NUG launched the scheme starting with Min Aung Hlaing’s Yangon
mansion in the Inya Lake neighborhood, the most affluent area in the commercial capital.

Known as 14 Inya, the residence sits on a 1.86 acre (0.75 hectare) plot. The NUG is offering it
for sale for US$10 million, a third of its estimated market value of USS30 million.

The residence, which was previously a military guesthouse, was acquired by Min Aung
Hlaing before he seized power in last year’s coup. It stands as a showcase of the coup
leader’s corruption and greed.

Inya Road is famous in Myanmar because of its location close to Inya Lake, Yangon
University, and the Golden Valley neighborhood, the traditional home of Yangon’s rich.

Prior to Min Aung Hlaing taking possession, 14 Inya was a military-owned property
commonly referred to as the ‘military intelligence guesthouse’, a place where the generals
received foreign diplomats and the leaders of ethnic armed organizations.

In the 1990s, the feared former military spy chief Khin Nyunt liked to celebrate the Thingyan
Water Festival at the guesthouse. The then junta leader Than Shwe and his deputy Maung
Aye were often present at festival celebrations held there.
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State dinners for VIPs were often hosted on the lawn of the residence. One of the most
prominent figures who visited the mansion was the late leader of the Karen National Union
(KNU) General Saw Bo Mya, better known as Bo Mya, who held talks with Khin Nyunt there.
In 2002, the then regime leadership of Than Shwe and Maung Aye met with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi at 14 Inya, along with intelligence chief Khin Nyunt.

Notorious Golden Triangle drug lord Khun Sa was hidden in a compound at the back of 14
Inya when Washington offered a reward for his arrest.

Many generals were unhappy when Min Aung Hlaing took over the property. His possession
of 14 Inya is frequently raised when military officers gossip about the corruption and greed
of Min Aung Hlaing and his family.

Previous military chiefs did not live at 14 Inya, Senior General Saw Maung, the army chief
after the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, lived at a residence near Dagon Housing on Alanpya
Pagoda Road, the former site of the army office, in downtown Yangon.

He was placed under house arrest there after being purged.

Once Than Shwe became junta chief, he relocated the army office to Kone Myint Thar at
8 Mile on Pyay Road, the former home of the Burma Socialist Programme Party.

Though Than Shwe had his own house in Shwe Hninzi Street at 9 Mile, he moved to live at
the army office. He arranged for Maung Aye and Khin Kyunt to live near him.

In 2006, Than Shwe moved the military office from Yangon to Naypyitaw. Before Min Aung
Hlaing became the army chief, he has his own house at Kyaik Wyne Pagoda Road, which is
not far from Kone Myint Thar.

Min Aung Hlaing then unexpectedly succeeded Than Shwe as Commander-in-Chief and,
sometime around 2011 or 2012, took possession of 14 Inya. How he did so remains unclear.

g . Daw Aung San Suu Kyi (L) getting set to have
. - dinner with Myanmar’s then ruler Senior
General Than Shwe (2nd L), as members of the
ruling junta’s State Peace and Development

Council meet with leaders of the opposition
National League for Democracy in 2002. / AFP

pory

One retired Lieutenant General said that it was

| { - "'—"‘«‘i&i}é‘;‘ - :7 .
e ‘f}'i,:- R e Than Shwe who allowed him to buy the
Kve e BB residence in 2011 at a price much lower than

the market rate, transferring the ownership from the military to Min Aung Hlaing. Other
sources say that Min Aung Hlaing seized ownership of the property in 2012 during the time
of U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government.

The then Yangon Region Chief Minister Myint Swe may also have helped Min Aung Hlaing
acquire the property. The pair have close links, with former Lieutenant General Myint Shwe
acting as Min Aung Hlaing’s accomplice in his coup.
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In 2012, Min Aung Hlaing tried to nominate Myint Swe as vice-president after Tin Aung
Mying Oo resigned. But he was barred from becoming the vice-president by Section 59(f) of
the military-drafted constitution, the same article which barred Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from
becoming president, and Navy chief Admiral Nyan Tun became the vice-president instead.

Myint Swe was, however, nominated by the military as a vice-president under the National
League for Democracy government after the question of whether he violated Section 59(j)
was settled.

Min Aung Hlaing’s acquisition of 14 Inya was not publicly known for several years. Some
generals who knew about it were unhappy, but have never dared to complain in public.

Now, 14 Inya is known around the world just like Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s nearby residence
at No. 54 University Avenue Road.

But her house is famous as the residence of a brave woman politician who lived there under
house arrest for many years. In contrast, 14 Inya is a showcase for the greed of a disgraceful
general.

(Stay tuned for The Irrawaddy’s upcoming reports on Min Aung Hlaing’s other properties)

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/secret-history-of-myanmar-junta-chiefs-inya-
mansion.html

Myanmar Junta Reinforcements Spark Heavy Attacks

By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 May 2022

Military tensions are running high between Myanmar’s regime and the Karenni resistance in
Pekon, Shan State.

A map of junta attacks with red dots showing junta troops.

The junta is attacking the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force
(KNDF). The operations are in response to an ambush on a
military checkpoint in Nyaung Shwe Township, Shan State, on
May 11 which captured five junta troops, including a deputy
battalion commander, along with weapons.

The KNDF 3 Battalion in Pekon said it led resistance forces
against the junta’s 422 Battalion advancing to the east of the
Moe Bye dam near Pekon on Wednesday morning. Junta
troops based in Loikaw provided artillery support, the KNDF said.

A KNDF fighter was killed and another critically injured in the fighting. Fresh fighting is
expected at any time around Pekon, said the KNDF.

The regime is attacking the Karenni resistance to the east of the Moe Bye dam from Hsi
Hseng, Hopong and Moe Bye in southern Shan State.
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“There is Pekon Lake in the east of Pekon. Junta troops came down from Hopong and
Pinglong in the north and 422 Battalion and 66 Division came from Loikaw to the south with
armored vehicles. They are trying to trap us east of the lake,” said a KNDF spokesman.

The Pa-0 National Organization (PNO), led by Aung Kham Hti, is fighting alongside junta
troops. The KNDF, people’s defense forces and the Southern Shan Revolution Youth, a
coalition of five revolutionary groups, are fighting the junta, according to witnesses.

The KNDF said both sides might have suffered casualties and junta and PNO troops torched
Saung Nan Ke village in Pekon, although there was no fighting near the village. Thirty houses
were reportedly burned down.

Junta troops airdropped reinforcements and ammunition to Pekon on Tuesday, suggesting
the regime regards the roads as insecure. More fighting was reported on Wednesday
morning.

The KNDF threatened to attack the PNO.

“We crush anyone that cooperates with the regime. Anyone that cooperates with the
regime is our enemy,” said the spokesman.

The Karenni State Consultative Council (KSCC) posted an open letter on Facebook on May 14
to the PNO, Pa-O National Liberation Organization and Pa-O people.

It thanked the Pa-O for caring for those fleeing Kayah State and said it understood that the
Pa-O wanted peace and stability in the Pa-O Self-Administered Zone.

The letter urged the Pa-0 to avoid entanglement with the regime which only brings harm to
the ethnic group.

The KNDF spokesman said: “We will intercept junta reinforcements. It is our duty because
many villages have been damaged by junta attacks. We will always attack them and our
attacks will intensify.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-reinforcements-spark-heavy-
attacks.html

Junta forces burn down over 1,500 Kalay Township houses in one month

By Mizzima | 19 May 2022

Military Council forces burned down over 1,500 houses in
six villages in the south of Sagaing Region’s Kalay

4 Township while they were conducting clearance
operations, between 10 April and 18 May, according to
locals.

They burned down 1,518 houses in six villages, Ashai Si,
Sharbo, Yashin, Lalchar, Shartaw and Tinthar, setting fire
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to some of those villages on three separate occasions during that period.

“A total of 500 houses in Ashae Si Village, 513 houses in Sharbo, 331 houses in Yayshin, 60
houses in Lalchar, 100 houses in Shartaw and 14 houses in Tinthar were burnt downed”,
said a social worker from Yayshin Village.

Junta soldiers stole belongings from houses before they set them on fire burning everything
down, including the toilets. They also slaughtered and ate animals.

The burnings have forced hundreds of villagers to flee.

Early in the morning on 18 May junta soldiers also set fire to Kokkol Village in Kalay
Township, but currently the number of casualties is unknown.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-forces-burn-down-over-1500-kalay-township-
houses-one-month

Burma Army Burns Village In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - May 19, 2022

Local residents reported that regime forces attacked Saung Num Gae on Monday, setting
fire to more than 40 houses in the village in Pekon (Phaikhun) Township.

SAC burn Saung Num Gae village at Phaikhun

“I feel so terrible that the Burma Army (BA)
deliberately burnt down all the civilian houses in
Saung Num Gae,” a man from the township told SHAN
on condition of anonymity.

Another anonymous resident said that after the BA
troops finished in Saung Num Gae, they started searching the houses in the surrounding
villages.

All the residents of Soung Nan Khe had already fled to their relatives in Pinlaung or other
towns after the regime launched air strikes on the village on the border with Karenni State
on 12 May.

BA soldiers clashed with the local branch of the People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the
Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) in the area. The resistance forces attacked a
regime checkpoint at Hti Yi in Nyaung Shwe Township on the same day as the airstrikes,
capturing alive 5 soldiers, including an officer, and killing at least 15.

On Tuesday, PDF fighters were forced to retreat from the frontline after being subjected to
excessive attacks from both ground forces and airstrikes.
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Tens of thousands of people displaced on Shan-Karenni border

Military assaults and indiscriminate shelling by the Myanmar army force some 20,000
people from southern Shan State’s Moebye and Pekhon townships to flee their homes

Esther J | Published on May 19, 2022

A house hit by an artillery shell in Tsi Mi Lawt
village is pictured on May 17 (Supplied)

More than 20,000 civilians from southern Shan
State’s Moebye and Pekhon townships have
recently been forced to flee their homes due to
ongoing military aggression along the border with
Karenni (Kayah) State, several locals said.

Around half of those displaced were from around
20 villages along the eastern shores of Pekhon Lake.

The communities were affected by indiscriminate shelling carried out by the Myanmar Army
in retaliation for a resistance force attack on a junta outpost in neighbouring Nyaungshwe
Township’s Hti Ri village, on May 12. The post was shared by regime forces and members of
the Pa-O National Army.

On Tuesday, 10,000 more people were forced to leave their homes in five wards in Moebye
town, which lies opposite two villages hit by military shells—Tsi Mi Lawt and Nyaung Pin
Thar—the Kayan Rescue Committee reported.

Junta troops from the base in Nyaungshwe occupied a hill eight miles away in Pekhon
Township, just east of the village of Saung Nang Khae, which they torched on Monday. The
residents are believed to have fled at the time the fires were set.

The next day, a local from neighbouring Loi Pann Sone village in Pekhon said that junta
shells fired into the community injured two young men—aged 16 and 18 —and destroyed a
monastery and home.

Some 200 IDPs who had been sheltering in Loi Pann Sone at the time of the Tuesday
morning attack fled with around 500 locals to the Shan State capital of Taunggyi, as well as
to communities on the shore of Inle Lake and to other parts of Pekhon Township, the
villager from Loi Pann Sone said.

“No one is left in the village. My father and | are the only ones left nearby. We didn’t want
to go far like the others,” he told Myanmar Now. “People could only bring food and water
when they fled. They couldn’t bring anything else.”

He said he feared that Loi Pann Sone would be destroyed in the same way as Saung Nang
Khae.
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“The only thing I’'m worried about is the military setting the village on fire. Firing heavy
artillery shells means that they’re clearing the way for their columns, so we don’t know
what they’re going to do next,” he explained.

Mu Muu, a member of the Kayan Rescue Committee, said the civilians fleeing Moebye also
had no time to prepare and bring their belongings before fleeing, concerned that the shells
that hit the neighbouring villages would also strike the town.

“They weren’t even able to bring enough food as they had to flee in a hurry. They are
currently in need of more food, as well as waterproof tarps to use as shelter when it’s
raining,” Mu Muu said.

As battles have frequently broken out near Moebye since the February 2021 coup, residents
have had to leave their homes several times, she explained, but added that they usually
returned when there was a pause in the fighting.

Mu Muu said she did not know if or when those who recently fled would be able to come
back, but that if they were displaced for a longer period, the existing humanitarian needs in
the region would continue to grow.

“People from the rural areas no longer want to be displaced again as they’ve already had to
move so many times. There’s essentially no place left for them to flee, either,” she told
Myanmar Now.

A member of the anti-junta Karenni Nationalities Defence Force said on Wednesday that
battles had been ongoing with a junta column located south of Pekhon Lake for two days.

According to a Karenni Civil Society Network report published on May 11, around 197,000
people from Karenni State have been displaced since the coup.

A Loi Pann Sone villager injured by the explosion of a heavy artillery
shell fired by the military (Supplied)

Junta troops from the base in Nyaungshwe occupied a hill eight miles
away in Pekhon Township, just east of the village of Saung Nang Khae,
which they torched on Monday. The residents are believed to have
fled at the time the fires were set.

The next day, a local from neighbouring Lwe Pan Khone village in
Pekhon said that junta shells fired into the community injured two
young men—aged 16 and 18 —and destroyed a monastery and home.

Some 200 IDPs who had been sheltering in Lwe Pan Khone at the time of the Tuesday
morning attack fled with around 500 locals to the Shan State capital of Taunggyi, as well as
to communities on the shore of Inle Lake and to other parts of Pekhon Township, the
villager from Lwe Pan Khone said.

“No one is left in the village. My father and | are the only ones left nearby. We didn’t want
to go far like the others,” he told Myanmar Now. “People could only bring food and water
when they fled. They couldn’t bring anything else.”
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He said he feared that Lwe Pan Khone would be destroyed in the same way as Saung Nang
Khae.

“The only thing I’'m worried about is the military setting the village on fire. Firing heavy
artillery shells means that they’re clearing the way for their columns, so we don’t know
what they’re going to do next,” he explained.

Artillery shells fired by the military are photographed in Tsi
Mi Lawt village on May 17 (Supplied)

Mu Muu, a member of the Kayan Rescue Committee, said
the civilians fleeing Moebye also had no time to prepare and
bring their belongings before fleeing, concerned that the
shells that hit the neighbouring villages would also strike the
town.

“They weren’t even able to bring enough food as they had to flee in a hurry. They are
currently in need of more food, as well as waterproof tarps to use as shelter when it’s
raining,” Mu Muu said.

As battles have frequently broken out near Moebye since the February 2021 coup, residents
have had to leave their homes several times, she explained, but added that they usually
returned when there was a pause in the fighting.

Mu Muu said she did not know if or when those who recently fled would be able to come
back, but that if they were displaced for a longer period, the existing humanitarian needs in
the region would continue to grow.

“People from the rural areas no longer want to be displaced again as they’ve already had to
move so many times. There’s essentially no place left for them to flee, either,” she told
Myanmar Now.

A member of the anti-junta Karenni Nationalities Defence Force said on Wednesday that
battles had been ongoing with a junta column located south of Pekhon Lake for two days.

According to a Karenni Civil Society Network report published on May 11, around 197,000
people from Karenni State have been displaced since the coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/tens-of-thousands-of-people-displaced-on-shan-
karenni-border

Cambodia to Invite Myanmar Junta Defense Minister to Upcoming ASEAN Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 May 2022

Cambodia is planning to invite the Myanmar junta’s defense minister to next month’s
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) defense ministers meeting in Phnom Penh,
according to Cambodian media.
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Regime representatives were present at a recent three-day meeting of senior ASEAN
defense officials from all ten member states. The junta sent Zaw Zaw Soe, the Deputy
Director-General of the Ministry of Defense’s Department of International Affairs. He
expressed his thanks to Cambodia’s Ministry of Defense for convening the important
meetings.

General Nem Sowath, Director-General of Cambodia’s Ministry of Defense’s General
Department of Policy and Foreign Affairs, who chaired the meeting, said that the meeting
was a preparatory event ahead of next month’s ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting.

However, the presence of a junta-appointed defense official has caused concern.

Kin Phea, director general of the Royal Academy of Cambodia’s International Relations
Institute, described the regime official as a “non-political representative”.

“1 think the Myanmar defense official has the right to attend meetings in Cambodia because
he is not a politician, or at the political level, but at the technical level. The participation of
the Myanmar delegation is important to contributing to moving the ASEAN mechanism
forward,” said Kin Phea.

In March, Cambodia, the current chair of ASEAN, welcomed some of the generals
overseeing the Myanmar military’s atrocities against its own people, who reject military
rule.

Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo, Myanmar’s Chief of Military Security Affairs, attended the
19th ASEAN Military Intelligence Meeting in Phnom Penh on Tuesday, according to junta-
run media. The meeting discussed the exchange of visits between ASEAN intelligence
officers and the establishment of the ASEAN Military Intelligence Community.

Moreover, the regime’s Chief of the General Staff General Maung Maung Aye, Chief of Staff
(Army) Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun and Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo joined the 19th ASEAN
Chiefs of Defense Forces Meeting. These key leaders of the military regime are believed to
be involved in mass killings and applying scorched-earth tactics — such as the razing of
entire villages — against both civilians and the growing resistance movement.

Since last year’s coup, the Myanmar military has been condemned for committing
widespread and systematic abuses against civilians that may amount to war crimes and
crimes against humanity, according to a March report by the United Nations’s (UN) Human
Rights Office, the first comprehensive rights report since the military takeover.

The UN warned that the military regime has shown “flagrant disregard for human life” and
has deliberately targeted civilians since seizing power on 1 February 2021.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/cambodia-to-invite-myanmar-junta-defense-
minister-to-upcoming-asean-meeting.html
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Myanmar's SAC Chairman to hold peace talks with 10 ethnic armed groups on May 20
Source: Xinhua| 2022-05-19 |Editor: huaxia

YANGON, May 19 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar's State Administration Council's (SAC) chairman
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing will hold peace talks with 10 ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) on May 20, the council's spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said on Thursday.

"We will hold the peace talks tomorrow, May 20," Zaw Min Tun said during the council's
14th press conference on Thursday.

Seven EAOs that are signatories to Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) and three non-
signatory EAOs registered to attend the peace talks with Min Aung Hlaing, the spokesperson
reaffirmed at the press conference.

The seven NCA-signatory EAOs registered for the peace talks are the Restoration Council of
Shan State/Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA), Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA), the
KNU/KNLA Peace Council, New Mon State Party (NMSP), Arakan Liberation Party (ALP), Pa-
Oh National Liberation Organization (PNLO), and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), Zaw Min
Tun said.

The three NCA non-signatory EAOs registered to attend the peace talks are United Wa State
Army (UWSA), National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA-Mongla) and Shan State
Progressive Party (SSPP), he added.

In Myanmar, 10 ethnic armed groups have so far signed the nationwide ceasefire agreement
with the government since it was initiated in October 2015.

The state power of Myanmar was transferred to Commander-in-Chief of Defense Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing after the declaration of the state of emergency in February
last year.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220519/41486d2e5a7b48508f518e5faeac6364/c.htm
|

KNLA Captures Strategic Camp From Myanmar Military Near Thai Border
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 May 2022

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and allied resistance forces seized a strategic
camp from the Myanmar military in Karen State near the Thai border on Wednesday despite
facing heavy air strikes called in by the regime.

The battle for Thay Baw Boe camp in Karen State’s Myawaddy district next to Thailand
lasted eight hours on Wednesday as the regime used choppers and fighter jets to launch at
least 35 air strikes, according to reports from witnesses on the ground.

The KNLA and allied resistance troops seized the camp at around 4 p.m. on Wednesday,
saying both sides sustained casualties. Many arms and a large quantity of ammunition were
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seized along with six regime troops. The KNLA and allied forces lost three soldiers, according
to a statement released by Cobra Column, one the allied groups. The death toll among
regime troops was still being verified, it added.

The seizure of Thay Baw Boe camp on Wednesday is another victory for the KNLA, which has
overrun several army camps in the area since last year. Thay Baw Boe camp had been in the
hands of the Myanmar military since the early 1990s. Located in a strategic position, it was
used by the Myanmar army as a staging area from which to reinforce forward troops when
fighting broke out in the area in the past.

Since the military coup last year, fighting between junta troops and the KNLA has been
frequent in Karen State as the Karen National Union, the political wing of the KNLA, openly
rejected the takeover. It has also provided shelter and military training to anyone willing to
fight against the regime. Since fighting intensified in Karen State in December, many freshly
trained resistance groups have fought alongside KNLA soldiers in the area.

Similarly, in northern Myanmar, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has refused to accept
the junta’s rule and is supporting resistance groups. The ethnic Kachin army also seized a
strategic junta base, Alaw Bum near the Chinese border, in late March last year. The regime
has tried unsuccessfully to recapture it.

Both the KNLA and KIA have turned down an invitation to peace talks by the regime early
this month, saying the talks are not a genuine effort to achieve peace and would not be all-
inclusive.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/knla-captures-strategic-camp-from-myanmar-
military-near-thai-border.html

KNU seizes control of junta base near Thai-Myanmar border

The Karen armed group and allied anti-regime forces successfully overran the base after a
full day of fierce fighting

Linn Htin | Published on May 19, 2022

L pax®  Members of the Cobra Column, an anti-regime group
-' ' that helped seize control of a junta base in KNLA
Brigade 6 territory on May 18, stand behind captured
regime soldiers and seized weapons and ammunition
(Cobra Column)

The Karen National Union (KNU) has confirmed that it
seized control of a military base near the Thai-
Myanmar border in Kayin (Karen) State’s Myawaddy

Township on Wednesday.

KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Myanmar Now that the base, located in Thay
Baw Boe, a village in the southern part of the township, fell after a full day of fierce fighting.

Page 13 of 49


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/knla-captures-strategic-camp-from-myanmar-military-near-thai-border.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/knla-captures-strategic-camp-from-myanmar-military-near-thai-border.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-seizes-control-of-junta-base-near-thai-myanmar-border
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9064
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/cobra_column-6.jpeg

“Our sources on the ground just told us that they have taken the base. The battle was very
serious, and the junta even launched multiple airstrikes. But we can now confirm that the
base has fallen and we have control over it,” he said.

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the KNU’s armed wing, and allied anti-regime
forces began clashing with junta troops near the base on Wednesday evening and continued
fighting through the night and late into the next day, according to the KNU spokesperson.

Sources in the area, which is in KNLA Brigade 6 territory, reported hearing the sound of
heavy artillery fire and airstrikes as the fighting intensified.

“The military launched airstrikes and used heavy weapons. It must have been because they
knew they were losing,” said a local source who asked not to be identified.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee added that while he was able to confirm the outcome of the conflict, it
was still too early to provide complete casualty figures.

However, in a statement released on Thursday, the Cobra Column, an anti-regime group
that took part in the attack on the base, said that three members of the joint force were
killed, while four others, including the group’s commander, Dar Baw, sustained minor
injuries.

According to the statement, six junta troops—two privates, a lance corporal, a corporal, and
two sergeants—were captured alive. The total number of enemy soldiers who were killed
was still being compiled, it added.

The captured junta troops “are being detained in accordance with the regulations for
prisoners of war and given necessary medical treatment,” the group said in its statement.

It also said that the junta carried out a total of 35 airstrikes from its bases in Hmawbi and
Taunggoo, using jet fighters such as Yak-130s, K-8s and MiG-29s.

Seized weapons and ammunition included long-range launchers, various MA rifles,
grenades, explosives, landmines, a mine detector, a drone, a TS-2000 communication
device, and gun shells, it said.

Tensions have been high in eastern Karen State since March 7, when Brigade 6 ordered
regime forces to leave Lay Kay Kaw, a town in Myawaddy Township, within three days so
that civilians displaced by an earlier offensive could return to the area.

Since then, fighting has broken out on an almost daily basis throughout Brigade 6 territory,
including in Myawaddy, Lay Kay Kaw, Waw Lay, Eu Kali Hta, Thae Baw Boe, and Balar Doh.

On March 21, KNLA troops overran a junta base in the village of Maw Khee, also located in
Myawaddy Township, seizing a large cache of weapons and ammunition.

Two weeks later, the military reclaimed the base, but only after suffering heavy casualties,
according to the KNLA.

In a statement released on May 7, the KNU said that it engaged in more than 500 clashes
with junta troops in the previous month.

Page 14 of 49


https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-rebels-kill-soldier-and-seize-great-number-of-weapons-in-attack-on-junta-base-near-thai
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-reclaims-control-of-maw-khee-base-seized-by-karen-forces
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-reports-more-than-500-clashes-in-its-territory-in-april

It also claimed that it killed 356 regime forces, including members of Border Guard Forces,
over the same period.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-seizes-control-of-junta-base-near-thai-
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