PEACE Info (May 17, 2022)

Myanmar Junta Kills At Least 36 in Sagaing Village: Residents
Junta troops murder 3 dozen civilians over 4 days in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
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Myanmar Junta Kills At Least 36 in Sagaing Village: Residents
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 May 2022

More Myanmar junta victims have been found around Mone Taing Ping village in Ye-U
Township, Sagaing Region, with the death toll rising to 36, according to residents.

Most of the victims were found in torched houses and bore signs of torture, they said.

Some corpses were dumped in wells. “We found the bodies while clearing debris from the
fire. The bodies were disfigured. We found six bodies in a house where only two old women
lived. There were pools of blood covered by shoveled earth,” said a villager.

Around 200 junta soldiers from Taze Township in the region arrived in the village on May 10.
Two resistance fighters who were preparing to plant mines were shot dead and a clash
followed at the bridge leading to the village.

Some villagers were shot dead by regime troops and others were abducted from
neighboring villages, according to witnesses.

Villagers and people’s defense forces (PDF) fighters returned to Mone Taing Ping after junta
troops left.

“Only bones were left from some bodies. Some had their hands tied,” said another resident.
Villagers said they could not identify many of the victims.
Junta troops torched 29 houses in Mone Taing Ping, which had 300 households.

“They did not torch the entire village. They only torched houses of PDF members and
supporters. Military informants showed them the houses. Junta troops put the dead bodies
in those houses. They held detainees overnight and killed them the next day,” said a villager.

Since May 10, junta troops have raided villages in Ye-U and Khin-U townships, torching
houses and killing civilians.

An estimated 11,417 houses were razed in arson attacks by the military regime and allied
militias by April 30, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent research group
documenting junta atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-kills-at-least-36-in-sagaing-
village-residents.html

Junta troops murder 3 dozen civilians over 4 days in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
The military dismisses reports of the killings as ‘fabrications’ by the armed opposition.
By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.17

Junta forces brutally murdered nearly three dozen civilians — including members of the Buddhist
clergy — over the course of four days in Myanmar’s embattled Sagaing region, sources said
Monday. The military dismissed the allegations as “fabrications.”
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Buildings destroyed by a military arson attack in
Ye Oo township's Mon Taing Pin village, May 14,
2022. Citizen journalist

Residents told RFA’s Myanmar Service the
killings took place from May 10-13 in Sagaing’s
Ye Oo and Pale townships, beginning with an
early morning raid on the former’s Mon Taing Pin village.

A resident of Mon Taing Pin, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal,
said junta troops rained heavy artillery and mortar shells down on the village around
dawn on May 10 in an attack that members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force
(PDF) paramilitary group later told RFA killed two of their fighters on guard in the area.

“They entered our village after firing a variety of heavy weapons. Once in the village, they
set up sentries all over and went to the monastery, where they arrested people hiding
there and brought them out with hands tied behind their backs,” the resident said.

“There was one group of 10 men, and then another group of eight, and another group of
12, and so on. All of them were later beaten to death and their bodies were placed under
houses that the troops set on fire.”

|II

The villager called the attack “indescribably cruel” and “calculated.”

On May 12, when the troops finally left the area and villagers were able to return, they
discovered the charred remains of 28 people — 18 inside of homes destroyed by arson in
Mon Taing Pin and another 10 similarly disposed of in nearby In Pin village.

The victims were all men, between 20 and 60 years old, sources said, adding that in
addition to Mon Taing Pin and In Pin, several homes burned in neighboring Si Son village,
and around 10,000 residents from 10 area villages fled into the jungle during the attack.

Photos provided to RFA by residents of the area appear to show human remains so
thoroughly burned that little is left besides bone fragments and blackened internal
organs. In other images, the bloated bodies of two young men lie askew next to a
motorbike, their faces unrecognizable due to decomposition. One photo shows the lower
half of a severed torso, next to a pair of amputated legs.

Buddhist monks killed

An aid worker, who also declined to be named, told RFA that his organization was
compiling a list of victims on Monday.

“The houses that were burned down are being cleared up — our main goal is to get the
villages into a habitable state,” he said.

“The houses were destroyed by fire, so we must make some makeshift repairs. We need
funding to make food available. There villages are mostly destroyed, so we are in urgent
need of donations.”
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Refugees from the attack are also in need of shelter as the rainy season approaches, he
said.

A member of the Ye Oo Township PDF told RFA that the threat of attack remains, as the
military maintains a heavy presence in the area.

“We don’t know at this time what they might do. The people in the region don’t dare to
return to their villages, even though the situation has calmed down,” he said.

“We’re trying to find ways to lift their spirits, to make them strong and help them. These
are our priorities.”

Separately, two Buddhist monks and two young novices were killed on May 13 when
junta troops fired heavy artillery into the center of Sagaing’s Pale township, Po Thar, a
fighter with the local Black Leopard PDF, told RFA.

Po Thar said that on May 12, the Black Leopards launched an attack on the military proxy
Union Solidarity and Development Party office in Pale, setting it on fire.

“The next day, when the military column that was on a mission to Let Yet Ma village
returned to Pale, they learned that a PDF group was in the town and started firing
artillery shells,” he said.

“But the PDF fighters were gone, and they were hitting ordinary people. One of their
shells hit the Mya Thein Dan Monastery in the center of the town and killed the abbot,
another monk and two young novices.”

‘Fabricated’ reports

Junta deputy minister of information, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, called the reports of
civilian deaths “fabricated.”

“These are just rumors. When they have a favorable outcome, [the PDF] says they were
responsible. And if one of them is killed, they claim it was a [civilian],” he said, calling the
reports part of the PDF’s “routine tricks.”

He said the military attacked and captured a PDF camp near Ye 00’s Sigone village on
May 11, killing more than 10 paramilitaries and confiscating a cache of makeshift
mortars, weapons and other related materials.

Last week’s attacks follow a May 1 announcement by the military that Ye Oo had been
upgraded from a township to a district level. PDF fighters in the area told RFA that a
military tactical commander is now overseeing the area and that several armored
vehicles and troop reinforcements have since been deployed there.

Myint Htwe, a former lawmaker with the deposed National League for Democracy party
in Ye Oo, said that since the beginning of May, the military has been clearing out an
increasing number of villages in the township.

Sagaing region has been the center of some of the strongest armed resistance to junta
rule since the military seized power from the country’s democratically elected
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government in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup. Fighting between the military and the PDF in the
area has intensified in recent months, displacing thousands of civilians, according to
sources.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/murder-05172022090825.html

Three civilians killed by artillery shell as Magway villages come under heavy fire

Villagers who were abducted during a raid that followed the attack in Myaing Township are
also believed to be dead

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on May 17, 2022

Junta forces destroyed around 800 houses in
Letyetma, a village in Magway Region’s Myaing
Township, on May 14 (Spring Revolution / Myaing
Township)

Three civilians died on Friday after they were hit by
an artillery shell fired at their village in Magway
Region’s Myaing Township, according to local
sources.

Residents of the village of Padauk Kan, formerly known as Ywar Shey, said the three victims
were killed when the attack, which was carried out by a column of around 100 junta
soldiers, began shortly after noon.

“They were resting after having lunch when the shell fell on their house. A fire started when
another shell landed on the house next door. We tried to put it out, but we had to flee
because they kept firing at us,” a local villager who did not want to be named told Myanmar
Now.

The victims were identified as Wat Gyi, 72, Khin Htwe, 70, and Ye Myint, their 30-year-old
son.

A total of 45 houses were destroyed by the shelling, according to residents, who added that
at least five people were captured when junta troops raided the village after the initial
assault.

“Their hands were tied behind their backs and they were beaten during their arrest,” said
one villager. “We heard that they were later killed, but we still haven’t found their bodies.”

According to an officer of the anti-regime Myaing People’s Defence Force (PDF), 17 more
houses were burned down during a second raid on the village on Sunday. Another village in
the area suffered even more extensive damage, he added.

Page 5 of 62


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/murder-05172022090825.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-civilians-killed-by-artillery-shell-as-magway-villages-come-under-heavy-fire
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9068
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/magway_myaing_0.jpeg

“Almost the entire village of Letyetma has been destroyed,” Cross, the officer in charge of
the Myaing PDF’s northern zone, said on Monday.

Letyetma, a village of more than 1,400 households located to the east of Padauk Kan, lost an
estimated 800 houses after it was raided at around 5pm on Saturday, he said.

“We tried to put out the fires, but they wouldn’t let us get close enough. They just kept
firing heavy artillery at us late into the night. Eventually, we had to retreat,” he said.

The junta troops—who were said to be accompanied by members of the military-backed
Pyu Saw Htee militia from the nearby village of Kanni—are currently stationed in the
eastern part of Letyetma.

The village is largely uninhabited, as thousands of its residents have fled since the beginning
of the year.

The military column responsible for the attacks on Padauk Kan and Letyetma is believed to
be holding around 30 civilians as human shields, local sources said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-civilians-killed-by-artillery-shell-as-
magway-villages-come-under-heavy-fire

Recent murder spree revives fears of return of old junta tactics

Like previous regimes, the one now in power appears to be using thugs to instil terror in its
critics and sow chaos in Myanmar’s cities

Myanmar Now | Published on May 17, 2022

Thwe Thout routinely dumps the bodies of its
victims in public places, together with the distinctive
red lanyard (bottom right) that serves as its calling
card, as a warning to its enemies

In the late afternoon of April 24, Mandalay resident
Hpone Myint Moe was on his way home after
having a few beers with a friend he hadn’t seen in a
" while. Before he got there, however, four armed
men grabbed him and threw him in a van. His family never saw him alive again.

The next day, a group calling itself “Thwe Thout” (meaning “blood-sworn comrades”) posted
a screenshot of an article about the abduction on the social media platform Telegram. The
group said it would “pass judgement” on the 50-year-old Hpone Myint Moe, who happened
to be the brother of an MP from the National League for Democracy (NLD), the party ousted
from power in February of last year. A photo of Zaw Zaw Aung, the MP, in a yellow pinni—a
traditional garment seen as a symbol of the NLD—appeared with the article.
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Two days later, Hpone Myint Moe’s body turned up at a local morgue. It was covered with
bruises and had a gunshot wound to the neck. He had also been stabbed in the shoulder,
and his skull was crushed.

Family members—who fled Mandalay soon after claiming the body and giving it a hasty
cremation—say that the victim would not have seen the attack coming. “He wouldn’t even
have known why he was killed this way,” said one relative who believed, like others in the
family, that Hpone Myint Moe’s violent death had something to do with his brother.

It was just three days earlier that Thwe Thout announced the launch of “Operation Red” —a
campaign targeting members and supporters of the NLD, as well as anyone belonging to any
of the various anti-regime resistance groups that have emerged since last year’s coup.
Journalists investigating the military’s actions would not be safe, either, it said. Perhaps
most chillingly, the group also issued death threats against relatives of prominent junta
opponents, signalling that it was about to embark on an indiscriminate killing spree.

Over the next two weeks, it proved true to its word. According to a statement released by
the NLD, a total of 14 people—seven NLD members and seven others in some way
associated with the party—had been murdered by Thwe Thout as of May 5. Eight of these
victims were killed in Mandalay, while the remaining six were scattered around the country,
in Tanintharyi, Naypyitaw, Yangon, and Bago.

NLD members hold an anti-coup protest in
Mandalay in February 2021 (Myanmar Now)

Fuelling the fire

Thwe Thout claims that it was formed in reaction to
the “lawlessness” of anti-regime groups that have
targeted military informants and others accused of
supporting the junta. It also relies heavily on “race
and religion” rhetoric to justify its crimes, suggesting that it is a newer, even more extreme
version of Buddhist nationalist groups like Ma Ba Tha.

Few, however, believe that it is an organic movement that has grown out of the chaos of the
past year. And far from seeking to restore order, it appears to be intent on amplifying the
violence that has taken hold in the country.

This would seem to be by design, according to one former high-ranking police official who
recalled how previous regimes typically added fuel to fires that they couldn’t put out.

“When there is insecurity in society, they [the military] seek to perpetuate it so that they
can step in and show who’s in control,” he said. “As people grow more concerned about
their safety, the army moves to widen its role on the pretext of providing security.”

For generations, Myanmar’s military has used the presence of real or imagined threats to
present itself as a stabilising influence. But it has always been during times of unrest, when
its own position has seemed most at risk, that groups like Thwe Thout have tended to
emerge from the shadows.
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In the not-so-distant past, Thwe Thout might have gone by the name of Swan Arr Shin
(“masters of force”). Implicated in some of the worst episodes of Myanmar’s recent political
history, this thuggish outfit was deployed by the military during the 1988 pro-democracy
uprising, the 2003 Depayin massacre, and the 2007 Saffron Revolution. An investigation by
Myanmar Now in 2015 revealed how it had reared its head again that year during
crackdowns on student protests and labour strikes in Yangon.

Thwe Thout’s logo features a Myanmar warrior with two
swords (Thwe Thout Telegram channel)
G,)%:Gwﬁoj"%&l
Recruited from the ranks of Myanmar’s criminal underclass,
members of Swan Arr Shin were paid to terrorise groups that
challenged the military’s grip on power. According to a 2009
X ',ﬁr US embassy cable published by Wikileaks, then police chief
“Plogtont’ Khin Yi (who now serves as the junta’s minister of immigration
and vice-chair of the military-backed Union Solidarity and
Development Party) admitted to UN human rights rapporteur
for Myanmar Tomas Ojea Quintana that the regime also provided them with training and

sometimes even weapons.

b &

LR

The current junta, however, has been more coy about its ties to groups like Thwe Thout. At
a press conference held on April 27, its spokesperson, Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, conceded—
after previously denying—that the military was behind the creation of the notorious Pyu
Saw Htee militias active in parts of the country where anti-regime People’s Defence Force
(PDF) groups have been especially strong, but disavowed any connection to Thwe Thout.

“The government has been forming those public militias in accordance with the demands of
local people. But we have nothing to do with the rest of the groups,” he said.

But the former police official who spoke to Myanmar Now said there was no real doubt
about Thwe Thout’s origins, or what its mission was.

Thugs and criminals will always be their stooges — former senior police intelligence official
under previous regimes

“If you want to know what their next move will be, all you have to do is look to the past,” he
said, citing his years of working as a senior police intelligence official under previous
regimes, when Thwe Thout’s earlier incarnations were always an integral part of the
military’s social control mechanism.

“Thugs and criminals will always be their stooges,” added the official, who now lives outside
of Myanmar after resigning from his position last year in protest over the coup.

Urban jungle justice

Unlike the soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militias that have spread across many parts of
Myanmar’s countryside like a devastating plague, Thwe Thout has been most active in its
urban centres.
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It’s no coincidence that the majority of attacks so far have been in Mandalay, a city that saw
the emergence of many urban guerrilla groups in the wake of the coup. Ironically, as these
groups have been forced to scale back their operations due to crackdowns, Thwe Thout has
stepped in to keep the city’s inhabitants on edge.

According to one Mandalay-based activist, Thwe Thout now has a monopoly on violence in
the city, as most urban guerrillas are either in prison or in hiding.

“They have taken advantage of this situation to start carrying out these killings,” he said,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

According to Yee Mon, the defence minister for the shadow National Unity Government
(NUQG), it’s clear who is behind the spate of recent murders in the city. In a recent interview
with Myanmar Now, he even pointed a finger at a specific group within the military that he
holds responsible for the attacks.

“Junta officials from the military’s Central Regional Command are the ones who founded
groups in Mandalay to target the families of NLD and PDF members,” he said.

A week after Hpone Myint Sone’s murder, an interview with a member of Thwe Thout went
viral on Facebook. The interviewee’s voice was altered and the origin of the audio file was
unknown.

Claiming that Thwe Thout was formed by people “who love race and religion, who genuinely
love the country and want it to be really developed and be on a peaceful path,” the
interviewee went on to take responsibility for the first four killings in Mandalay.

Among his victims, he said, were Khin Maung Thein and his wife Kha Kha, the owners of the
Sein Win Win teashop in the city’s Chanayethazan Township. They were abducted just hours
after Hpone Myint Sone, shot and stabbed repeatedly, and dumped outside of the local NLD
office. Miraculously, Kha Kha survived this brutal attack and was taken to a hospital for
emergency treatment, according to a relative.

Khin Maung Thein’s brother-in-law U Tin, who went missing while searching for the couple,
was not so fortunate. His body was found at a different location, but with similar wounds
and with the same Thwe Thout calling card: a red lanyard bearing the group’s logo, which
features a man with two swords, crouched and ready to pounce. Khin Maung Thein and U
Tin were both NLD members.

According to a Mandalay resident who spoke to Myanmar Now days after the murders, Khin
Maung Thein and his wife were also close to Zaw Myint Maung, the jailed NLD vice-chair
who was ousted as Mandalay Region’s chief minister on the day of the coup.

“They participated actively during the NLD’s election campaigns,” said the resident, who did
not want to be named.

Taking evident pride in his actions, the interviewee said that if the authorities decided to
prosecute him or his comrades, they would “go to the gallows with our heads held high.”
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In the meantime, however, he vowed not only to continue the killing spree, but to spread it
to every corner of the country.

“When there is no law, there can only be jungle justice,” he said.
Proxy warfare

After a year that has seen unprecedented levels of violence, it now appears that even worse
may be yet to come. As the Mandalay activist acknowledged, Thwe Thout will not have
much difficulty recruiting new members.

“Some who lost relatives may hold a grudge,” he said, referring to those related to
suspected informants killed by anti-regime groups. “Especially if they are already inclined to
support the military, they can easily be persuaded to carry out these kinds of activities.”

Already, new groups associated with Thwe Thout have begun to crop up, like one in
southern Myanmar’s Tanintharyi Region that calls itself Sonye (“red kite”). While it has yet
to commit any murders, it has reportedly issued death threats against NLD members and
their relatives.

And there have also been reprisals against those suspected of backing Thwe Thout. On May
1, a man named Yan Naing Shwe, who was a member of the junta’s local administrative
council and a former USDP candidate, was gunned down in Yangon’s Thanlyin Township. An
urban guerrilla group claimed responsibility for the killing, but Thwe Thout denied that Yan
Naing Shwe was a member of the group.

| believe they are trying to make it look like everyone is killing everyone else

While intimidating regime opponents is undoubtedly one of the group’s chief goals, from
the junta’s perspective, its real value may lie in its ability to deepen the sense of insecurity
that many already feel, according to some observers.

“I believe they are trying to make it look like everyone is killing everyone else,” said a
relative of Hpone Myint Moe who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

“If the intent of those people is to kill anyone who supports the NLD, and if the people on
the side of the resistance target them in turn, then the situation will spin out of control. And
that is exactly what they want,” he added.

Unable to assert its authority in any other way, the regime may be hoping that a further
deterioration of the situation will lead to greater acceptance of its rule among a population
already reeling from the country’s ongoing death spiral.

Whether this proves to be the case or not, the junta has already demonstrated, in its
countless attacks on villages in Myanmar’s rural heartland, a willingness to rely on scorched-
earth tactics. This may be why many find it easy to believe that it is now preparing to take a
similar approach in its cities, albeit with an even greater reliance on proxies.
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“I’'m sure that [Thwe Thout] is controlled by the junta,” said Hpone Myint Moe’s relative.
“This is definitely orchestrated by those ‘up above’. None of this could happen without their
consent.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/recent-murder-spree-revives-fears-of-return-of-
old-junta-tactics

Abducted locals released after signing pledge to inform on PDFs

The villagers were rounded up after regime forces came under attack in Yangon Region’s
Kawhmu Township two weeks ago

Sa Thant Zin | Published on May 17, 2022

Around 400 villagers from Yangon Region’s Kawhmu Township were released from junta
custody on Sunday after being forced to sign a pledge agreeing to provide information
about resistance groups active in the area.

“They were released, but they were explicitly told that they could be arrested again at any
time and were warned not to try to escape,” a local resident told Myanmar Now.

Regime forces rounded up the residents of several villages, including Than Kyo, Nyaung
Htauk, Yedashae, and Nghat Aw San, after a junta convoy came under attack on the
Magyikan- Kyaikhtaw road at around 3pm on May 3.

A number of army officers were reportedly killed in the incident, including one captain.

When the authorities failed to track down the perpetrators—believed to be members of a
local People’s Defence Force (PDF) group—they targeted the villagers, sources familiar with
the situation said.

One source who is close to a number of the detained villagers said that some of them were
physically assaulted, while others were subjected to different forms of torture.

“More than 30 of them were beaten during their questioning. The others were forced to sit
in the hot sun for hours while everyone was interrogated one by one,” the source said.

At least one person was taken from every household, he added. Family members were
required to supply food.

“In some cases, the entire family was abducted. Those people had to live off of scraps
provided by other prisoners,” he said.

“There was one family that had only one member left behind—a deaf and blind old lady.
She didn’t even have anyone to cook food for her,” the source added.

Residents of the area said that the detained villagers were also forced to weed both sides of
the road connecting the villages of Phayar Ni and Nghat Aw San, which is more than 3km
long.
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Aung San Suu Kyi, the leader of Myanmar’s ousted ruling party, the National League for
Democracy, was first elected to represent Kahhmu in parliament during a by-election in
2012.

She continued to hold the seat until she was deposed as state counsellor by last year’s coup.

Late last year, an attack by a Kawhmu-based PDF group left two junta soldiers seriously
injured.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/abducted-locals-released-after-signing-pledge-to-
inform-on-pdfs

Clashes reported in southern Shan State in wake of attack on military outpost
The fighting comes amid an escalation of activity by resistance forces in the state
Esther ) | Published on May 17, 2022

A member of the Pekhon PDF is seen on May 14 (Pekhon
PDF / Facebook)

Junta forces clashed with resistance fighters in southern
Shan State over the weekend following an attack late last
week that left 15 regime soldiers dead.

The military began advancing into the villages of Taung
Poet Kwe in Nyaungshwe Township and Hsaung Nang Kei and Loi Paw in Pekhon Township,
south of the site of the attack, on Friday, resistance forces reported.

Last Thursday, two allied defence forces, the Pekhon People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the
Karenni Nationalities Defence Force’s (KNDF), overran an outpost in Hti Ri, a village in
Nyaungshwe near the township’s border with Pekhon.

Fifteen junta troops were killed in that assault, and five others—including two members of
the Pa-O National Army (PNA), an ethnic armed group allied with Myanmar’s military—were
captured.

The attack was led by the Pekhon PDF, which is under the command of the shadow National
Unity Government (NUG).

Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s ministry of defence, said that recent clashes in
southern Shan State show how resistance forces have managed to expand their military
activities to challenge the coup regime.

“Our battalions and squadrons under the defence ministry joined forces with the KNDF,
local PDFs, and other resistance groups and managed to carry out united attacks,” he told
Myanmar Now on Monday.
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On Sunday, two units of the NUG’s forces, battalions 1005 and 1008, clashed with around 80
junta troops for about an hour beginning at 7am, according to a Pekhon PDF officer. Local
Karenni forces also took part in the fighting, he added.

“The military column didn’t have much manpower, and they couldn’t advance far, because
they were relying on heavy artillery fire from Pekhon for support,” he said.

He explained that Military Operations Command No. 7, based in the town of Pekhon, used
heavy weapons to fire on resistance forces in the area where the clash took place.

“When they launched heavy weapons against us, there wasn’t much we could do to resist,”
he said, adding that two jet fighters and a helicopter had also been deployed.

One member of Battalion 1008 named Chit Kaung was killed in the attack, and another was
injured, the officer said. He speculated that the helicopter had been sent to retrieve the
body of a military officer, but this could not be confirmed.

Battalion 1008 was formed in April and is a coalition of different defence forces based in
southern Shan State.

Meanwhile, fighting was also reported in Moebye Township, on the border with Kayah
(Karenni) State, on Saturday after another PDF group under the NUG’s
command attacked an army outpost.

Until recently, there was relatively little resistance activity in Shan State, despite the
presence of several ethnic armed groups there. Naing Htoo Aung said this was because the
NUG was taking time to prepare its operations in the state.

“The time it takes to begin carrying out attacks depends on the preparation processes
required in different areas,” he said.

In addition to the PNA, another ethnic armed group active in southern Shan State, the Kayan
National Guard, is known to be fighting alongside junta troops.

On Friday, the anti-junta Karenni State Consultative Council sent an open letter to local Pa-O
people warning them to avoid areas where junta troops are active and not to collaborate
with them.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/clashes-reported-in-southern-shan-state-in-
wake-of-attack-on-military-outpost

IDPs Forced to Stop by PNA and Military Junta Soldiers
By SHAN - May 17, 2022

It is reported that Pa-O National Ary (PNA) and the military junta soldiers did not allow the
internally displaced people from Phaikhun township, Southern Shan, to relocate to other
regions.
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IDPs from Phaikhun

The IDPs were stopped by the PNA and military junta
security gate located near Loi Tong mountain, Loi
Tong village, Nyaung Shwe township, Southern State.

“Starting from 13 May around 3 P.M, the security
forces at the gate did not allow the IDPs to pass
through — meaning the IDPs were restricted to
relocate to other regions. The IDPs were waiting at
the gate for many hours; however, they were not allowed to pass,” the local resident told
SHAN.

Due to the armed conflict between the Myanmar junta and people defense force (PDF) in
Phaikhun and Nyaung Shwe township, over a hundred of villagers tried to relocate for
safety; however, the PNA and Myanmar junta soldiers stopped them to leave the area,
forcing them to turn back.

According to an IDP who experienced the incident, the security forces at the gate not only
forcing them to go back but also asking them for money.

“The clashes occurred at Htee Yee village and Loi Paung village, so we had to flee. When we
arrived at the check point at Loi Tong, the soldiers stopped us. Even though we told them
we are IDPs, they did not let us through. They also asked each car which carried us for 1000
or 2000 Kyat and they forced us to turn back,” the above IDP told SHAN.

Since 12 May 2022, the fight between the local PDF and Myanmar junta have been
intensified in Phaikhun township. Myanmar junta used air strike and artillery shelling which
led to hundreds of villagers being internally displaced.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24938

Almost 200,000 IDPs created in Karenni State since the coup

By Mizzima |17 May 2022

Temporary lodging for internally displaced people (IDPs) is
constructed as people flee clashes between the military and the
Karen National Union (KNU) in Karen state, along the Thai-
Myanmar border. Photo: STR / AFP

An extra 199,615 internally displaced people (IDPs) have been
created in Karenni (Kayah) State and just across the state border in southern Shan State
since the February 2021 coup.

The figures were calculated by Institute for Strategy and Policy — Myanmar (ISP-Myanmar),
which based its calculations on reports from independent civil society organisations (CSOs).
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According to the previous government’s Administration Department, the population of
Karenni State is over 390,000. This means that more than half of the people in Karenni State
(51.16 per cent) have been displaced and are now IDPs, though the real figure could be
considerably higher.

Since the coup armed conflicts have increased in the state.

Initially, the anti-junta forces armed themselves with homemade hunting muskets known as
Tumee rifles that have become symbols of the armed resistance against the junta. As the
revolution continued the rebels in Karenni State acquired more modern weapons such as
machine guns, rifles and sniper rifles.

But as the resistance intensified so did the junta’s military offensives. Between May 2021
and April 2022 the Karenni Army, the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF), local
People’s Defence Forces (PDFs), and other Karenni resistance groups clashed with junta
forces more than 247 times.

In that time in Karenni State the junta carried out 123 airstrikes, over 95 of which hit
Demoso Township. They also destroyed 714 buildings, including churches and IDP shelters,
in the same period.

They killed at least 112 civilians in that time. In some cases, civilians were killed after being
arrested and in others soldiers burned the corpses to try to dispose of them.

According to ISP-Myanmar’s figures 78,000 people have been displaced from Demoso
Township, 52,000 have been displaced in Loikaw Township and 50,000 have been displaced
from Pekon Township, about 15km northwest of Karenni State in southern Shan State. The
numbers of people displaced in other Karenni townships are as follows: Hpruso Township -
6,000; Hpasawng Township - 4,000; Bawlakhe Township - 3,000; Shardaw Township - 2,000;
and Mese Township - 1,000.

In some places, like Mese, even though there have been no military offensives people have
still fled when junta forces arrived because they were so scared of what might happen.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/almost-200000-idps-created-karenni-state-coup

New civilian death toll since coup ‘unprecedented’ in Myanmar’s history
A research institute says more than 5,600 civilians have been killed since February 2021.
By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.17

B Family and relatives pray next to the body of a Muslim
Y woman whose family said was killed by the army during her
funeral service in Mandalay, March 1, 2021. AP Photo

More than 5,600 civilians have been killed in Myanmar
since the military seized power last year, according to a
new estimate by an independent research institute, which
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called the death toll “unprecedented” in the country’s history.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy (ISP Myanmar) said in a report last week that it had
documented at least 5,646 civilian deaths between the Feb. 1, 2021, coup and May 10,

including people killed by security forces during anti-junta protests, in clashes between
the military and pro-democracy paramilitaries or ethnic armies, while held in detention,
and in revenge attacks, including against informers for the regime.

At least 1,831 civilians were killed in shooting deaths, the largest number of which
occurred in war-torn Sagaing region, where junta troops have faced some of the toughest
resistance to military rule in clashes with People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries that
have displaced tens of thousands of residents since the coup.

The numbers are largely in line with reporting by RFA’s Myanmar Service, which had
documented at least 5,683 civilian deaths between the military takeover and May 12. On
May 10 alone, junta troops slaughtered 29 civilians in Mon Taing Pin village, in Sagaing
region’s Ye Oo township, sources recently told RFA, saying the victims appeared to have
been “killed and burned intentionally” by soldiers targeting residents in retaliation for
alleged ties to the PDF.

ISP Myanmar said at least 3,107 civilians were killed after being named “Dalans,” or
military informants, based on statements issued by the junta on Jan. 14 and by the
chairman of the military proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party, Than Htay.

A member of the PDF in Sagaing region told RFA on condition of anonymity that those
who report paramilitary movements to the military have been targeted because the
armed opposition is “handicapped in manpower and weapons.”

“If these pillars supporting the junta are not removed in time, they will report every
movement of ours to the military,” he said.

“If the military finds out about our movements, they can easily crush our defenses on the
ground. The military would always have the upper hand.”

A similar form of revenge killing is on the rise with the emergence of the pro-junta Thway
Thauk, or Blood Comrades, militia, whose members have killed at least 18 people —
mostly members of the deposed National League for Democracy party and their relatives
— in Mandalay region.

\( 3 y The daughter of Zwee Htet Soe, a protester who died during a
i demonstration against the military coup, cries during her
father's funeral in Yangon, March 5, 2021. AFP

‘Unprecedented’ death toll

Kyaw Htet Aung, a senior researcher at ISP Myanmar, called
the death toll since the coup “unprecedented” in the history of Myanmar.

“We are seeing pressures and reactions that are unprecedented in Myanmar’s history. As
clashes between the two sides increased, so did civilian casualties. | think that’s the main
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reason why civilian deaths are the highest that have ever been in the post-independence
era [beginning in January 1948],” he said.

“One side is operating under the belief that the junta cannot be allowed to rule at all. But
the junta is determined to work towards stability and dominance at all costs. So, | think
the civilian casualties have increased because of these clashing ideologies.”

Peace and security in Myanmar have been shattered, Kyaw Htet Aung said, and “people
are living in fear.”

When asked for comment on the estimated death toll, junta deputy minister of
information, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, called ISP Myanmar’s numbers “baseless.”

“These groups rarely provide true and accurate information,” he said.

“We are publishing daily updates on what is happening. We can just ignore [the
estimated death toll]. We don’t need to respond to them.”

Spokesperson for the military proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
Nanda Hla Myint told RFA the civilian deaths do not bode well for the country’s future.

“It’s unfortunate that our fellow citizens are being killed in such ways,” he said.

“Instead of carefully trying to understand the cause of why all this is happening, people
have become accustomed to arming themselves and killing at will. It’s not right to say,
‘You’re my enemy if you’re not with us.” It’s a matter of grave concern for the future of
our country.”

Nanda Hla Myint urged both sides to “use wisdom to think and act correctly” before
resorting to bloodshed.

“The main thing is to be able to think carefully. We need to have the wisdom to think and
see correctly.”

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe said Myanmar’s political crisis will only be resolved “when
all parties concerned act in good faith.”

“People are suffering,” he said. “[But] if all stakeholders with the power to make
decisions operate under this kind of mindset, there is nothing that is unresolvable.”

1 The bullet-pierced motorbike helmet of Mya Thwe Thwe Khine,
the first protester to die in demonstrations against the Myanmar
military coup, at her funeral in Naypyidaw, Feb. 21, 2021.

US-ASEAN Summit

The latest death toll statistics came as Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) called the decision not to invite junta representatives to last week’s U.S.-ASEAN
Summit in Washington, while allowing NUG officials to engage with their counterparts
there, “a major setback” for the military regime’s international standing and “a win for
the people of Myanmar.”
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“Arranging a meeting with senior government officials is ... a very good step for the NUG
[and] a great result for the people of Myanmar,” said NUG President’s Office
spokesperson Kyaw Zaw.

“This makes the military regime even more isolated. It’s a big diplomatic defeat and a
source of shame for them.”

Myanmar was one of only two ASEAN countries whose rulers were not at the May 12-13
summit.

The Philippines was represented at the summit by its foreign minister as it wrapped up a
presidential election, while Myanmar’s junta chief, Sen. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, was
barred from the gathering for the brutal crackdown on opponents of his regime.

While absent in Washington, the country the U.S. still officially calls Burma was much on
the agenda of its fellow ASEAN members.

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah called out junta officials in a series of
tweets for failing to honor their commitment to end violence in the country, while U.S.
Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman held a meeting with NUG Foreign Minister Zin
Mar Aung. The meeting between U.S. and NUG officials drew swift condemnation from
the junta, which has labeled the shadow government and the PDFs that fight in its name
“terrorist organizations.”

Prior to her departure, Zin Mar Aung told a meeting of Burmese expatriates in
Washington that during the summit the U.S. and ASEAN came to an agreement with the
junta that satisfied conditions set by the NUG for providing humanitarian assistance to
refugees displaced by conflict in Myanmar after she explained the situation to the bloc’s
member states and United Nations aid agencies.

“We’re working to have humanitarian aid reach the [refugees] and those who really need
it,” she said.

“The military cannot do this alone — it can only be accomplished if they work with us. We
want to ensure that those providing aid do so in a transparent manner. ... The U.S.
accepted [these conditions] and ASEAN did as well.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/toll-05172022210115.html

Myanmar Junta Court Jails Ousted Mon State Chief Minister for 21 Years
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 May 2022

In the regime’s latest attempt to undermine the National League for Democracy leadership,
a junta court in Mon State on Monday handed a 21-year prison sentence to Dr. Aye Zan, the
state’s detained chief minister, on nine charges under the Anti-Corruption Law.
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Detained since February last year, he has been charged by the junta with 13 offenses in
total, including incitement, corruption and disrupting the work of the election commission.

He was sentenced to two years in prison for incitement in December for urging civil servants
to join the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)—formed by government employees who
refuse to work for the military regime—in early February last year.

In addition to the sentencing, three more charges related to the elections were heard on
Tuesday. Dr. Aye Zan has been held in Kyaikmaraw Prison and a special court has been set
up to hear all of his cases.

His lawyer told The Irrawaddy that the chief minister’s legal team will appeal the case
decided on Monday to a higher court.

All nine charges were filed under Article 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law.

Dr. Aye Zan was sentenced to two years each on six corruption charges and three years each
on a charge relating to the procurement of COVID-19 test kits; a charge involving a new NLD
office building; and another concerning the loss of 132 million kyats (over US$71,000) due
to his government’s decision to permit a lower tax rate on sand mining.

The first six corruption charges were related to the collection of funds from the sand-
minding business in the Salween River for community development between 2018 and
2020. The junta alleged that the collection of funds resulted in the loss of 569 million kyats
in state revenue, although the funds were used for the development projects.

According to a source close to the sand-mining case, Dr. Aye Zan only gave his opinion on
the sand-mining concession, in which sand was to be exported, and the final decision was
made by the central government.

All of the detained NLD-appointed chief ministers except Yangon Region Chief Minister U
Phyo Min Thein have been charged with corruption and imprisoned.

An NLD official who spoke on condition of anonymity said, “Not only Dr. Aye Zan, but all NLD
chief ministers including Magwe Region chief Dr. Aung Moe Nyo and Rakhine State chief U
Nyi Pu—who are well known for their honesty—have also been imprisoned on corruption
charges, which is completely contrary to their integrity.”

“The junta’s intention is very clear,” he said, pointing out that U Phyo Min Thein, who had a
reputation among the public for being corrupt, is the only one not to have been charged.

“He is not charged as he acted as a witness against his own leader [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi]
and does whatever the military council asks him to do, despite the rumor of corruption,”
said the NLD source.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-court-jails-ousted-mon-state-
chief-minister-for-21-years.html
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ASEAN’s Failed Consensus on Myanmar: A Year of Broken Promises
By KHIN NADI | 17 May 2022

A year on, the Myanmar junta has shown no willingness to implement or cooperate with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)’s peace plan for Myanmar, known as the
Five-Point Consensus, despite agreeing to it at a meeting with the leaders of the regional
grouping’s member states.

Far from honoring the agreement made in April last year, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and
his associates have ramped up a brutal nationwide crackdown to suppress widespread
public opposition to its rule.

The five steps the regime agreed with the ASEAN leaders are: an immediate end to violence
in the country; dialogue among all parties concerned; the appointment of a special envoy;
provision of humanitarian assistance by ASEAN; and a visit by the bloc’s special envoy to
Myanmar to meet with all parties.

Here is a brief summary of how the junta has disregarded its commitments to ASEAN over
the past 12 months and how the plan has failed to make any progress.

Sharp rise in violence against civilians

Rather than immediately ceasing violence as called for, the junta has continued to commit
atrocities across the country with further killings, bombings, mass arbitrary arrests and
ongoing violence.

The number of innocent civilians killed by the junta rose to over 1,800 this month. More
than 1,075 of those killings occurred after the consensus agreement was issued.

Those killed include more than 130 children, old people, youths, peaceful protesters,
politicians, medics and activists.

More than 13,000 people have been detained by the junta, which in recent months has
increasingly resorted to taking family members and relatives of wanted activists hostage, in
order to blackmail them into turning themselves in.

Further violating the call to exercise restraint, the junta has continued its indiscriminate
bombing campaign and burned civilian houses in resistance strongholds including ethnic
minority areas, forcing hundreds of thousands to flee, and killing civilians including children.

Students stage a flash mob protest in Yangon on Aug.
30, 2021, urging ASEAN to reject the military regime.
/Cl

According to independent research group Data for
Myanmar, more than 11,000 civilian houses

were burned down by junta forces from May last
year to April this year.
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In December, The Irrawaddy recorded some of the regime’s worst attacks against the
people of Myanmar.

Call for dialogue with all parties rejected

The junta has also rejected ASEAN’s call for constructive dialogue among all parties
concerned in order to seek a peaceful solution.

To the contrary, junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has ruled out negotiations with regime
opponents.

In a speech on Armed Forces Day in March, he vowed to annihilate all opposition to his rule.
The regime has declared major resistance groups including the parallel National Unity
Government (NUG) formed in the wake of the coup, and its armed wing, the People’s
Defense Force (PDF), as terrorist organizations.

Refusing to talk to either group, Min Aung Hlaing has invited ethnic armed organizations for
peace talks but the major groups, which are engaged in heavy fighting with junta troops,
have rejected his offer, demanding the NUG and PDF be included in any negotiations.

Refusing access to detained elected leaders

Breaching a commitment it made under the consensus, the junta has continuously rejected
all demands—not only from the regional bloc, the United Nations and the West, but also
from China—to meet Myanmar’s detained leaders State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and President U Win Myint.

A planned visit to the country by ASEAN’s first special envoy, appointed to implement the
consensus commitment, was canceled when the junta denied him access to Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and other leaders.

Humanitarian assistance

It was only last week that ASEAN’s current chair, Cambodia, hosted a consultative meeting
on ASEAN humanitarian assistance for Myanmar with the junta and international aid
organizations, announcing a plan to deliver aid via the regime.

The decision has attracted widespread condemnation both locally and internationally, with
critics pointing out that it breaches ASEAN’s own Five-Point Consensus.

“It was a one-sided meeting that only engaged with the regime and its outcome is
meaningless. ASEAN should hold a multi-stakeholder dialogue in accordance with the Five-
Point Consensus and take action according to the outcome of such dialogue. Now ASEAN
itself has violated the Consensus,” said the deputy executive director of the Chin Human
Rights Organization, Salai Za Uk Ling.

Engaging the wrong party

Yanghee Lee, a former UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar,
recently pointed out that ASEAN’s consensus had failed because the bloc was engaging with
the wrong party, referring to its decision to deal with the regime instead of the NUG.
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The member of the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M) also said the NUG
represents Myanmar and is the proper party to lead engagement with ASEAN.

“The NUG has demonstrated that it is the constructive partner that ASEAN needs to make
any progress towards resolving the crisis,” she added.

NUG Foreign Minister Daw Zin Mar Aung also urged ASEAN member states and leaders to
engage with different stakeholders in line with the Five-Point Consensus, in a recent
interview with Radio Free Asia.

After a year of being ignored by the junta and seeing no willingness on its part to cooperate
and abide by the consensus, some ASEAN member states have begun to engage with the
NUG.

Malaysia’s foreign minister met with his counterpart from the NUG on Saturday in
Washington, where ASEAN leaders were gathered for a special summit between the US and
the bloc. Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah became the first minister from an
ASEAN member country to personally and publicly meet a NUG minister.

In the interview, Daw Zin Mar Aung also called on ASEAN to move beyond the current non-
workable solution.

“We very much support the Five-Point Consensus. It needs to be implemented. But the
problem is that there is no accountability mechanism. Now it is time for ASEAN to move
forward, whether the coup leaders implement it properly or not. If not, what happens next?
This is the question for the ASEAN leadership,” she told RFA.

However, ASEAN and the rest of the world continue to treat the consensus, which has
proved a failure for over a year, as a roadmap for Myanmar.

In a joint statement released after the summit, the US and ASEAN leaders reiterated their
support for the failed consensus on the issue of Myanmar, and called for “timely and
complete implementation” of the plan.

Unless this failed approach is abandoned and stronger action adopted, there will be no
progress toward pressing the junta to end its violence against civilians.

And the junta’s brutality will continue unabated.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/aseans-failed-consensus-on-myanmar-a-
year-of-broken-promises.html

A Strong US-ASEAN Partnership Starts With Myanmar
By CHARLES SANTIAGO, ED MARKEY | 17 May 2022

On Friday, while United States President Joe Biden hosted a special summit with leaders of
ASEAN to mark 45 years of partnership, a crisis raged on in Myanmar.
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Myanmar, one of ASEAN’s 10 members, has spiraled into a state of chaos and violence since
the Myanmar military overthrew the country’s democratically elected government in
February 2021. The coup d’état abruptly ended a decade of democratic reforms that had
brought a democratically-elected government to power, reflecting the will of the people of
Myanmar.

As elected representatives from the US and Southeast Asia, we are appalled by the abuses
perpetrated by the Myanmar military and are joining together on the occasion of the US-
ASEAN summit—in the true spirit of US and ASEAN partnership—to demand a strong,
coordinated, and global response to the devastation wrought at the hands of military
leaders in Myanmar.

Since the 2021 coup, the Myanmar military has been engaged in an all-out assault against
political opponents, journalists, health workers, and civilians, killing at least 1,800 people,
including children, and arresting more than 10,000 people. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees counts nearly 300,000 internally displaced people inside the
country since the coup, with 25,000 having fled across borders to neighbouring countries.

Yet, the response of the international community has been clearly insufficient. The UN
Security Council has failed to adopt a global arms embargo, a coordinated sanctions regime,
or to successfully negotiate the delivery of humanitarian aid. The military government
continues its campaign of repression against its own citizens with impunity. This inertia is
likely to persist, given that the junta is protected by the Russian and Chinese governments.

That is why it is imperative for ASEAN and the US to come together on a course of action
that will alleviate the suffering of Myanmar’s people and restore their democracy. Some
positive steps have been taken in that direction.

On March 21, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken declared the crimes, beginning in 2017,
committed against the Rohingya people by the Myanmar military as genocide and crimes
against humanity. This is an important step on the path to accountability and justice but
alone will not be enough.

Over the last year, the US government has imposed targeted sanctions on Commander-in-
Chief of the Myanmar military Min Aung Hlaing and his henchmen, and has blocked the
junta from withdrawing USS$1 billion held at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. The
European Union, the United Kingdom, and Canada have also imposed their own sanctions
and arms embargoes.

Meanwhile, ASEAN has taken the unprecedented measure of refusing to invite Min Aung
Hlaing to its annual leader’s summit, and agreed in April 2021 to a five-point consensus that
includes demands for an end to the violence and dialogue between all parties, the
appointment of a Special Envoy to Myanmar, and the provision of humanitarian aid.

None of that, however, has deterred the junta. As the situation in Myanmar continues to
deteriorate, the international and regional response must be escalated. Here’s what we

recommend: The US should take a page from the smart playbook it has deployed against
Russia for its war of aggression in Ukraine by doubling down on punishing sanctions, and
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include the Myanmar Qil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), a state conglomerate that the junta
seized shortly after the coup.

The military has seized an estimated USS1.5 billion in gas revenues and is using these funds
to tighten its undemocratic grip on power. While the US can play an important role, ASEAN
should lead the way in resolving the Myanmar crisis and restoring the democratically-
elected government of Myanmar.

It is evident that the junta has totally failed to comply with the Five-Point Consensus, and
this should come with consequences. Now is the time for ASEAN to adopt much stronger
measures, including the suspension of Myanmar’s ASEAN membership, travel bans in the
region, and targeted sanctions against the leaders of the coup.

Both ASEAN member states and the US should bolster the legitimacy of the National Unity
Government of Myanmar (NUG). It represents the democratically-elected government and
receives support from the majority of the Myanmar people. Senior Biden administration
officials have met with NUG officials, and recently the foreign minister of Malaysia
announced that he had held informal conversations with NUG officials. These are
encouraging steps, but more engagement with the NUG is needed.

Finally, the US and ASEAN must work together on delivering urgent humanitarian aid.
International NGOs estimate that over 14 million people in Myanmar are in need of
assistance. This aid should be channeled through locally trusted community-based and civil
society organisations to effectively reach those that need it the most.

The US, ASEAN member states, and neighboring countries like Thailand should open their
doors to refugees fleeing persecution and violence in Myanmar. We have joined together,
parliamentarians from opposite sides of the globe, because we share the same concern with
the crisis that has unfolded in Myanmar.

The people of Myanmar are victims of crimes against humanity so severe that they are a
stain on our common humanity. They concern us all. The US, ASEAN, and partners like the
EU, the UK, Japan, Australia, and India, have a responsibility to act in the face of such
atrocities.

ASEAN should lead the way in these global efforts to stop the crimes being perpetrated by
the military junta in neighboring Myanmar, hold leaders accountable, and protect the
Myanmar people who are suffering so grievously under their yoke.

The US should use its position as a global leader for good by backing these efforts. This is
what the next chapter of a strong US-ASEAN partnership can accomplish.

Charles Santiago is a Malaysian member of parliament and chair of ASEAN Parliamentarians
for Human Rights. Ed Markey is a United States senator (Democrat-Massachusetts).

This commentary first appeared in The Jakarta Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/a-strong-us-asean-partnership-starts-
with-myanmar.html
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Australia Downgrades Diplomatic Ties With Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 May 2022

The Australian government will replace its ambassador to Myanmar with a lower-ranked
representative as it downgrades its diplomatic ties so as not to legitimize the military
regime.

ABC News reported that “a senior officer with ambassadorial experience in the region” from
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has been selected to replace ambassador
Andrea Faulkner, who finished her term in April.

The new representative, a chargé d’affaires or a diplomat who serves as an embassy’s chief
of mission in the absence of an ambassador, will not present her credentials to the regime
as head of the diplomatic mission. She has not yet been permitted to travel to Myanmar.

Several western countries have downgraded their diplomatic relations since last year’s
coup.

Britain’s diplomatic representative to Myanmar, Pete Vowles, is in Thailand as the regime
has refused to issue him a visa after London decided to downgrade his title from
ambassador to chargé d’affaires.

The junta formally notified Britain in late April that it would not accept its designated envoy
as a chargé d’affaires but would consider alternative candidates.

The British envoy arrived in Myanmar late last year but did not present his credentials to the
State Administrative Council despite repeated requests. He was locked out of the country in
late February when he left his Yangon residence for international gatherings and was
refused permission to re-enter. His title on social media was amended earlier this year to
“head of British Embassy in Myanmar.”

Australia has been under fire from human rights groups for not imposing fresh sanctions on
the regime. Australian economist Sean Turnell, who was an economic adviser to the
National League for Democracy government, has been in detention since the coup.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun said last year that Turnell was being
investigated and faced two possible charges over allegations that he tried to flee Myanmar
after the February 1 coup with secret financial information. He faces potential prison terms
of five and seven years for the two offenses.

Turnell’s family and the Australian government have repeatedly called for his release.

Australia has also offered to grant asylum to defectors from Myanmar’s military since
January.

https://irrawaddy.com/news/burma/australia-downgrades-diplomatic-ties-with-myanmar-
junta.html
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Progressive Voice: Junta peace talks a sham
By Mizzima |

\ Y ' Y "‘ | On 22 April, 2022, junta leader, Min Aung Hlaing,
/ / U in addition to announcing his so-called “year of

[ peace”, called for peace talks with ethnic armed
organisations (EAQ) - but not all stakeholders to
the conflict were invited.
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According to the campaign group Progressive
Voice this statement is not backed up by the
military’s actions on the ground, where they have
massacred civilians and set villages alight across Sagaing Region and conducted airstrikes in
Karen and Mon States with wanton destruction.

Progressive Voice says that the military junta is disingenuously using peace talks as a guise
to divide EAOs and other revolutionary forces and to induce the international community
into believing the junta is genuinely seeking peace.

The timing for the calls to peace are no coincidence.The Myanmar military is suffering
terrible losses and casualties on the ground at the hands of the People’s Defence Forces
(PDF) and ethnic resistance fighters, as well as a steady stream of defections within all ranks.

Padoh Mahn Mahn, spokesperson of Brigade 5 of the Karen National Liberation Army
(KNLA) - the armed wing of the Karen National Union (KNU) - said to Myanmar Now that
“They offer peace to one side so they can free up their troops to fight another. It’s not a
sincere offer that might actually lead to a political solution. It is a call for surrender in the
guise of peace. This is their old tactic.” Shamelessly, the Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission issued a statement in support of the junta’s leader Min Aung Hlaing’s peace
call, while remaining deliberately silent about the grievous human rights abuses committed
by the junta since the attempted coup - once again shielding the junta’s crimes and failing
the people of Myanmar.

Additionally, in the lead up to the ASEAN-US Special Summit and the Consultative Meeting
on ASEAN Humanitarian Assistance to Myanmar, the junta wants to project cooperation,
rather than their usual obstructionism.

Yet, EAOs and the people of Myanmar are not fooled by this, with the - Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO), KNU, the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) and
the Chin National Front (CNF) - among those rejecting the invitation on the basis that not all
stakeholders were included in the invitation. Additionally, without these stakeholders and
other pre-conditions - such as the military exiting politics - they would not be able to reach a
robust political solution to Myanmar’s crisis.
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Some less influential EAOs have accepted this invitation, with three of the four Northern
Alliance members remaining silent (Ta'ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and the Arakan Army (AA)).

While the junta professes peace, the reality for civilians on the ground is dire. From 29 April
to 2 May the junta troops and military backed plain clothed Pyu Saw Htee militia burnt
down 1,300 homes in a matter of days in Sagaing Region’s Ayadaw, Shwebo and Khin-U
Townships, ruining homes and livelihoods.

For those who flee from the junta’s onslaught, no place of shelter is safe. Nine internally
displaced persons were massacred at a Buddhist meditation center on 2 May in Sagaing’s
Oak Pho, Budalin Township. They were forced to sit in a line and shot execution-style by the
junta’s Light Infantry Division 77. The nine victims were nearly all elderly and unable to
escape the junta’s ambush of the meditation center.

Amidst these atrocities, the junta continues to bombard civilians in Karen and Mon States
with airstrikes, including on 2 May in Lay Kay, Bilin Township, Mon State, injuring three
villagers, destroying eight houses, and a monastery. According to the KNU, 7,000 civilians
have been displaced from nine villages in Bilin Township and are currently sheltering in the
jungle.

The junta continued airstrikes in Hpa-pun, Karen State on 1 May, using drones to locate
their targets. The junta is using airstrikes from fighter jets in Karen and Mon States because
they cannot win on the ground.

IDPs are in grave need of humanitarian assistance, yet ASEAN under the chairship of
Cambodia is stagnating and only inviting the junta-led Task Force to address the
humanitarian crisis - a crisis that is rooted in the junta’s ongoing atrocity crimes.

On 11 May, 765 Myanmar, regional and international organisations called on ASEAN to
engage with the National Unity Government (NUG), EAOs and local organisations in the
distribution of humanitarian aid and durable solutions to the Myanmar crisis.

These tactics are a continuation of past behavior, such as manipulating the Panglong Peace
process and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement for their own ends, trying to drive wedges
between EAOs, while simultaneously continuing cycles of conflict against ethnic
communities when supposedly in a “ceasefire”, particularly in previous two decades in
Kachin, Karen, Shan, Chin and Rakhine States.

Western countries alone have pumped $100 million USD into the peace process during a
time when the military had zero political will for a genuine peace process, as demonstrated
by the 1 February, 2021 attempted power grab. This peace process was during a period
which saw the military junta perpetrate the Rohingya genocide, land grabbing, sexual and
gender-based violence in ethnic areas, and brutal conflicts in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan
States.

Progressive Voice is calling on the international community to not repeat the same mistakes
of the past and yet again accept the junta's bad faith posturing towards peace. Instead, they
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must stand with the people and work towards a solution that ensures that the military steps
away from politics and comes under civilian control.

Experts have opined that the Myanmar military is a terrorist organisation as defined in
national and international law and their empty peace gestures carry no weight.

The junta’s reign of terror can be broken through the international community’s support for
the NUG, EAOs, civil society, ethnic groups and the people of Myanmar in their long struggle
for a genuine federal democracy.

Simply put, the international community must not fall into the junta’s ‘peace’ talks trap, and
instead step up actions to sever the junta’s access to funds, weapons and legitimacy - to end
their reign of terror.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/progressive-voice-junta-peace-talks-sham

Mon National College to Open
monnews | 17 May 2022

The Mon National Education Committee (MNEC) operating under the New Mon State Party
(NMSP) has announced that it will open a Mon National College.

Currently applications to the new college are being distributed online.

According to Sayar Min Aung Zay, the MNEC decided to open a Mon National College next
semester so that students who have passed 10th grade from various Mon national schools
could continue their education at international universities.

He said, “We decided to hold a meeting to open a college to upgrade our national
education. If they get a certificate from this college, they will be able to study at
international universities. We also aim to allow children who have passed 10th grade from
high school and did not enter the government censorship department to study abroad.”

Currently, there are more than 140 Mon National schools, including primary, middle, high
school and post-high school (Post-10), with about 20,000 students.

“It is a bit difficult to go to an international university because the education system in
Myanmar only goes up to 10th grade. We have not been able to open a college like this
before, ” said Sayar Min Aung Zay.

The three-year Mon National College offers courses in Mon literature, culture history. In
addition there will be courses in English, computer science, world history, social,
environmental, research and logic.

Sayar Min Aung Zay said, “I think the current education system in Myanmar is not good
enough for Mon people. | can no longer live like this. The college we are going to open is a
preparation for a federal state.”
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Since the first ceasefire between the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) and
the New Mon State Party (NMSP), 10th grade students from the Mon National School have
been allowed to take the government university entrance exam since 1996. Students who

pass the matriculation examination are allowed to attend various government universities.

https://monnews.org/2022/05/17/mon-national-college-to-open/

Ethnic Kachin Fighters to Attack Pro-Junta Forces in Northern Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 May 2022

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA), has said that it will attack the junta-affiliated Border Guard Force (BGF) and pro-
regime tribal militias in Kachin State.

A statement released on Monday by the KIO information department accused the BGF and
militias of disrupting the political and military activities of the KIO and oppressing the
people.

KIA information officer Colonel Naw Bu said: “Police, people’s militias and BGF are formed
and armed by the regime. We view those armed groups as our enemy, because they
operate under the command of the regime and are often involved in clashes.”

Some Kachin community elders who chair tribal cultural committees are leading armed
groups and cooperating with the regime militarily, instead of doing their assigned tasks to
promote their cultures, said the KIA spokesperson.

“We won’t blame them if they are only cooperating with the regime culturally. We don’t
have to fight them. But as they have formed armed groups in their capacity as the cultural
committee chairmen, we have issued this statement to prevent unnecessary consequences
among the tribes,” added Col. Naw Bu.

Clashes will occur if junta-affiliated armed groups carry out military activities in areas
controlled by the KIA, said the spokesperson.

A source close to the Kachin Region People’s Defense Force (PDF) claimed that BGF and pro-
junta militia groups in Kachin State are involved in the drug trade and smuggling.

“BGFs are based in Sadone and Sama [between Waingmaw Township and Kanpiketi]. [There
is also a BGF group] led by Zakhung Ting Ying in Panwa [in Chipwi Township near the border
with China]. They are the pillars of the regime. BGF and militias are usually involved in the
drug trade, illegal logging and any other illegal activity. People’s militias and Pyu Saw Htee
should not exist. We will gladly welcome it if the KIA will attack them,” he said.

Young people from other ethnic groups in Kachin State such as the Shanni, Lisu, and Rawang
are also fighting the regime alongside the KIA, according to a source close to the Kachin
Region PDF.
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KIO district committees in Myitkyina, Hukaung, Tanai and Shinbweyang last week warned
government employees of the regime to leave their offices as soon as possible or face
consequences.

The source close to the Kachin Region PDF said: “The regime is the common enemy of the
country. The BGF and militias who are supporting the common enemy should not exist and
people should support attacks against them. Junta employees in those areas should leave.
The KIA and PDFs have a strong presence in those areas and junta employees will be at risk
if the KIA and PDFs launch attacks there. They had better take sides with the people and run
away.”

An ethnic affairs observer said the KIO’s intention in releasing the statement is to expand its
territory.

“The BGF is always with the military. There are groups based in Phimaw, Kafan and
Kanpiketi near the Chinese border. The culture group [which the KIA] refers to is the Lisu
group led by U Shwe Mi who is a militia leader,” he said.

Observers say the KIO’s statement signals increasing attacks against the military regime in
Kachin State for territorial control.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ethnic-kachin-fighters-to-attack-pro-junta-
forces-in-northern-myanmar.html

Arakan Army warns that battles with Myanmar army could ‘resume at any time’

The statement, described by one analyst as a ‘final warning,” urges civilians to avoid areas
occupied by the junta’s armed forces

Nan Oo Nway | Published on May 17, 2022

AA members are pictured in the forest in an
undisclosed location (AA Info Desk)

The Arakan Army (AA) issued a warning on Sunday
that renewed clashes with junta forces were
imminent.

“For quite some time, military tension between the
Myanmar army and the Arakan Army has continued to
grow,” the AA’s information department said on the social media platform Telegram.
“Clashes can resume at any time between the two parties and thus we urge the public to
avoid areas where the Myanmar army is active and where its troops are based.”

The ethnic armed organisation cited an increase in the arrival of junta reinforcement troops
as well as ongoing disruptions to and threats against the administration and jurisdiction of
the AA by the military as contributing to the possibility of future fighting.
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Pe Than, a former Lower House lawmaker from Myebon in Rakhine State, described the
statement as a “final warning.”

“This time could be worse than in the past, because the warning was very strong,” he told
Myanmar Now, adding that the public should take such statements seriously.

On May 6, AA commander-in-chief Twan Mrat Naing threatened Htin Latt Oo, the head of
the Myanmar army’s Western Regional Command for allegedly undermining peace in
Rakhine State.

“Htin Latt Oo, don’t mess around. I’'m getting annoyed. | won't give a sh-- about peace [if
you carry on in this way]. | will come to where you are and crush you,” he tweeted.

That day, a junta column of around 50 soldiers searched homes in the village of Sar Pyin, in
southern Rakhine State’s Taungup Township, looking for AA-appointed village
administrators. Searches have also been reported in Ponnagyun Township and other parts
of northern Rakhine State, where the AA has a much stronger presence than it does in the
south.

A Rakhine local told Myanmar Now on the condition of anonymity that given the increased
militarisation of the state and growing tension between the AA and the military, Sunday’s
warning was not surprising.

“The military has been arresting people affiliated with the AA and terrorising people at
security checkpoints on highways more frequently,” the individual explained. “I think it
actually got worse after the AA chief warned the regional commander.”

Another local from Ann said that the same phenomenon had been occurring in the
township, with increased military activities and the establishment of more security
checkpoints.

“Massive columns were seen leaving for operations. There are also scouts near the villages.
The military has been seen traveling fully armed and fully uniformed along the highways and
in urban areas until midnight,” the local man said.

The military council has not responded to the AA statement.

Following the AA’s threat against the military’s regional commander, junta spokesperson
Gen Zaw Min Tun told BBC that the military hoped to hold “peace talks” with the AA.

Last month, military commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing invited leaders of ethnic armed
organisations including the AA to attend an upcoming meeting in Naypyitaw, asking them to
announce their attendance by May 9.

The AA has not issued a public response to the invitation.
Ten armed organisations have agreed to attend the event, according to the junta.

Meanwhile, members of the AA leadership and the shadow National Unity Government held
their first reported online conference on Monday, attended by AA chief Twan Mrat Naing
and the organisation’s secretary general Dr Nyo Twan Aung.
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Arakanese CSOs slam ALP decision to join junta-sponsored peace talks
DMG Newsroom | 16 May 2022, Sittwe

Twenty-four local youth organisations, including the
Arakan Students’ Union, on May 15 issued a joint
statement condemning the Arakan Liberation Party
(ALP)’s participation in the peace talks being
organised by the military junta.

Ko Kyaw Naing Htay, a member of the Arakan
Students’ Union central committee, said that the
ALP’s participation in the peace talks was a disgrace.

“We don’t believe that peace will be achieved in Arakan State if the ALP attends the talks.
This is because the groups that have the support of the people in Arakan State have not yet
joined. In this situation, | don’t think the ALP will be able to secure the lives and property of
the Arakanese people if they attend the peace talks invited by the military junta,” he said.

The youth organisations’ statement added that they were “deeply disappointed” by the
actions of the ALP, which is preparing to attend the peace talks proposed by the military
junta last month.

The youth groups say that although the ALP will attend the peace talks, it will not be able to
guarantee the safety and security of the Arakanese people.

Ko Kyaw Aye Maung, an ethnic Thet student, said that although the ALP was formed for the
development of Arakan State, there were many gaps in its implementation of that vision.

“The ALP does not listen to the voices of the Arakanese people in Arakan State. The ALP
does what it wants to do, and if it does get a major outcome for them, it’s done. They are
not always open about what they want to do,” he added.

He continued that ethnic armed groups in other areas decided whether or not to attend the
military council’s peace talks after listening to the people’s wishes.

The youth groups said the military council’s peace talks should be considered on the basis of
whether they can truly secure the lives and property of the people.

The statement added that the signatories believe that Arakan State will not be a peaceful
and prosperous region until the sovereignty of the state is established.

DMG contacted the ALP seeking a response to statements from the 24 local youth groups,
including the Arakan Students’ Union, but the ALP could not be reached.
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The regime has said seven ethnic armed group signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) and three non-signatories would attend its proposed peace talks.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4442-alp-peace-met

Myanmar seizes crystal meth, arrests suspects
Source: Xinhua| 2022-05-17 | Editor: huaxia

YANGON, May 17 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar authorities have seized 251 kg of crystal meth in the
former capital Yangon, the Central Committee for Drug Abuse Control has said.

They also arrested 18 suspects in connection with the case, the committee said in a press
release on Monday.

The drugs, worth more than 3.35 million U.S. dollars, were found in a car in Yangon's North
Okkalapa township on May 4. Two suspects were captured on the spot, and the rest were
arrested in operations later.

The drugs were to be transported to Malaysia, said the release, adding that police had filed
cases against the suspects.

Further investigation in cooperation with Thailand and Malaysia was underway, it added.
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MYANMAR-POLITICS/BURNINGARN aerial view of
Bin village of the Mingin Township in Sagaing
region after villagers say it was set ablaze by the
Myanmar military, in Myanmar February 3, 2022.
Picture taken February 3, 2022. Picture taken with
a drone. REUTERS/
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