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Myanmar Military Calls In Air Strikes to Keep Village From Falling to Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

The Myanmar regime launched air strikes in Sagaing Region’s Kani Township as local
resistance forces attacked an army camp in a pro-regime village in the township on Tuesday.

Members of at least six local People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) attacked the camp based
at Yay Lae Kyaun Village for two hours.

A member of the Daung Min PDF said the Myanmar military called in two army helicopters
just as the resistance forces were about to occupy the village.

“We had already surrounded the village. However, we had to withdraw our forces because
of the helicopters,” said a spokesperson for Kani PDF-1.

Another resistance group, the Dragon Brothers Task Force (DBTF), said in a statement that
the helicopters opened fire for 30 minutes. No PDF members were seriously injured.

The statement added that at least five regime soldiers were killed and two PDF members
suffered minor wounds. The Irrawaddy was unable to independently verify the claim.

Yay Lae Kyaun is a small village with nearly 60 houses. Almost all of the villagers are
members of a pro-regime militia group known as a Pyu Saw Htee. Such groups fight
alongside junta troops in an effort to crush the PDFs’ resistance to military rule.

The village is notorious for harassing surrounding villages with the army’s support. There are
some 60 regime troops stationed there, according to a member of the Daung Min PDF.

Kani has been one of the most restive areas in Sagaing Region since April last year, when
armed resistance against the military regime began in the township. In January this year,
around 40 junta soldiers including an army captain were reportedly killed when several
resistance groups conducted a series of daring attacks against a military flotilla of eight
vessels in the area.

Sagaing is a stronghold of anti-regime resistance in Myanmar, and the junta has launched a
massive offensive in the region, including frequent air strikes. Nearly 250,000 locals have
been forced to flee their homes as a result of the offensive, according to UNOCHA.

Ko Khant, a spokesperson for the North Yamar People’s Defense Force, said the regime
frequently calls in air strikes, especially when it is unable to defeat the PDFs’ ground attacks.

“It’s a war crime!” he said, because civilians are affected by the airstrikes.

“We have documented [evidence of] all of this to send to the National Unity Government
[the NUG, Myanmar’s shadow government]. Although we can’t take action against the army
at this time, the NUG will prosecute them eventually.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-calls-in-air-strikes-to-keep-
village-from-falling-to-resistance.html
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Eight PDF fighters killed in raid on base in southern Sagaing
The deaths come as regime forces step up their attacks on civilians in the region
Ko Cho | Published on May 11, 2022

Several Sagaing Region resistance fighters, including
two members of the Black Eagle Defence Force,
were killed in junta raids in late February (Supplied)

Eight members of a People’s Defence Force (PDF)
group based in Sagaing Region’s Myinmu Township
were killed during a raid by junta forces on Tuesday,
a leader of the group said.

The attack was carried out by troops stationed near Alakapa, a village about 15 minutes
from where the PDF base was located, a squadron commander from Battalion 2 of the
Sagaing District PDF told Myanmar Now.

The base was operated by the Black Eagle Defence Force, which serves as the local PDF’s
Battalion 1, he added. Than Zaw Oo, its squadron commander, was among those killed.

“They started the assault at around 4am. The base was where the PDF troops rested after
attacking the enemy with explosives,” he said.

The group lost two of its members in a similar attack in February.

Lam Bo, a member of the Black Eagle Defence Force, said that the base was in a vulnerable
location.

“It was a scouting station—the closest one to Alakapa on the side of the Monywa-Mandalay
road,” he said, adding that the group was still compiling a list of casualties.

Several villages along the Monywa-Mandalay road have been subjected to raids by regime
forces since the beginning of the month, according to local defence groups active in the
area.

La Pyae, a spokesperson for the Burma Phoenix Organization, another group based in
Myinmu Township, said that junta troops have destroyed nearly 2,000 houses in the villages
of Nyaungbinshae, Kantaw and Malethar in recent weeks.

“They enter the villages from the forests. They don’t use roads connecting the villages
anymore. They also come across fields,” he said.

Even before the recent escalation of attacks on local civilians, more than 7,500 houses had
been burned down by regime soldiers in Sagaing Region as of May 1, according to monitor
group Data for Myanmar.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/eight-pdf-fighters-killed-in-raid-on-base-in-
southern-sagaing
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Over 60 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Last Three Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

Around 65 junta soldiers have been killed in the last three days during intense firefights with
resistance forces in Chin and Kayah states and Sagaing Region.

On Monday, the Chin Defense Force-Mindat (CDF-Mindat) said it attacked a junta convoy
returning from Matupi in Chin State inflicting heavy casualties.

A CDF-Mindat commander told The Irrawaddy that the group ambushed the convoy at close
range, killing around 10 junta soldiers and another 20 in a mine attack.

He added that there might be more casualties as the front of the convoy was also attacked
with mines. CDF-Mindat has repeatedly ambushed the convoy of over 70 vehicles, including
two tanks, while it has been traveling on the Mindat-Matupi Road.

In Yay Shin village in Sagaing Region’s Kale Township, 14 junta soldiers were also reportedly
killed in clashes with a coalition of resistance groups from May 8 to 10. Two resistance
fighters also died in the fighting and resistance forces had to withdraw from the village on
Tuesday as they were outgunned, according to a local resistance group.

On May 8 and May 9 ten junta soldiers were killed by People’s Defense Forces (PDF) in
Sagaing’s Mingin Township, according to the National Unity Government’s (NUG) defense
ministry.

Fierce fighting has also been taking place in Kayah State’s Demoso Township over the last
three days.

The NUG’s defense ministry reported that five junta soldiers were killed and several injured during
clashes with the Karenni Revolution Union (KRU) on May 8.

On May 10, the group also launched an attack on junta forces together with allied resistance groups,
killing two military regime soldiers. Four resistance fighters, two from the KRU and two from the
Demoso PDF, were injured, one critically.

Demoso PDF also launched a separate attack on junta forces on Monday in Demoso Township. The
group reported killing five junta soldiers in the clash.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-60-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-last-three-
days.html

Tension erupts in clashes near Letpadaung copper mine

Resistance forces ambush junta troops sent to reinforce security for the Chinese company operating
the area’s mines with a Myanmar military conglomerate

Aung Naing | Published on May 11, 2022

Clashes broke out this week between a coalition of resistance forces and a 100-soldier junta column
reportedly sent to guard the office of a Chinese extraction company near the Letpadaung copper
mine in Sagaing Region’s Salingyi Township, according to local sources.
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Locals are seen looking out at the Letpadaung
copper mine in 2012 (EPA)

Letpadaung local and protest leader Myo Min
told Myanmar Now that a convoy of 100 troops
left neighbouring Yinmabin Township on May 5
and were seen the following day stationed near
the office of Yangtse Copper Co., Ltd.

The company is a subsidiary of Wanbao Mining,
which jointly operates the controversial Letpadaung mining site with the Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Ltd. (UMEHL), a military conglomerate.

On Sunday evening, a four-hour battle took place between the army column and local
defence forces, with resistance fighters claiming that they ambushed and surrounded the
unit at around 4pm.

“We blocked their path from the front and attacked them from all sides. As far as we know,
we had no casualties on our side yesterday,” Ko Khant, a spokesperson for one of the
guerrilla groups, said on Monday.

They also reportedly exchanged gunfire for around 10 minutes on Monday morning.

Myanmar Now was unable to confirm whether anyone was killed or captured by either side
during the clashes.

Copper mining in Letpadaung photographed in
2012 (EPA)

Locals around the site of the recent fighting said
that they fear for their safety as long as the
Myanmar army troops occupy the area.

“Villagers are all scared because [the soldiers]
always fire their weapons indiscriminately
whenever they enter a village,” a resident said.
“Residents of the villages in the area can’t eat or sleep well,” he added.

‘Groundless accusations’

In April, the Yinmabin and Salingyi People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) condemned the mining
projects run by UMEHL and Wanbao as propping up the junta, and called on the companies’
employees to leave their jobs and join the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) by May 5.

The Myanmar branches of Wanbao and Yangtse released a joint statement on May 4
claiming that they had been threatened by the PDFs active in the area.

The companies alleged that there were “rumors” and “groundless accusations” regarding
their projects and claimed to have halted mining operations after the military coup in

Page 5 of 67


https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/letpadaung_copper_mine_area.jpeg

February of last year. Any workers seen on site were part of a skeleton crew carrying out
“environmental maintenance” only, the company stated.

A worker from Letpadaung’s raw materials processing department who is currently on strike
told Myanmar Now that many mine workers had in fact joined the CDM, and that if
operations had stopped in Letpadaung, it could be due to the employees’ participation in
the movement.

“It’s very likely that the company would have stopped operations, in my opinion. The
defence forces could also carry out attacks on them while they are transporting materials,”

he said.

Workers from Wanbao Mining protest alongside
the Monywa public strike column on February 11,
2021 ()

® A member of the Blood Money Campaign, a
grassroots initiative focused on cutting off financial
support to the military council, urged Wanbao and
| its affiliates to withdraw from the country, as

4 further attacks by guerrilla forces could be
forthcoming.

“If the Chinese government is going to collaborate with the military that is killing and
oppressing the people, it won’t be the people’s fault when [the resistance] starts targeting
China’s investments,” the individual said.

‘We are suffering because of these projects’

Wanbao signed a 60-year contract in 2010 with UMEHL and Myanmar’s then government to
extract copper from Letpadaung.

Profits from the site are divided between the state-owned No. 1 Mining Enterprise, which
takes 51 percent, as well as Wanbao, which receives 30 percent, and UMEHL claiming 19
percent.

Wanbao subsidiary Yangtse now jointly operates the nearby copper mines at Sabetaung and
Kyisintaung with UMEHL, known as the S&K mines. Throughout the late 1990s and until
2007, they were operated jointly by the No. 1 Mining Enterprise and Canada’s Ilvanhoe
Mines, until Canada pulled out of the initiative, according to research published by Amnesty
International.

Three years later, Wanbao's parent company became a joint operator of the S&K mines, as
well as Letpadaung, with the three sites comprising what was referred to as the Monywa
copper mining project, named for the district in which they are located.

At the time of reporting, Yangtse was taking home 49 percent of the production profits at
the S&K mines, with UMEHL claiming the remaining majority.
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An October 2021 report by the transparency campaign Publish What You Pay stated that
during the 2020-2021 financial year, the Myanmar military could have acquired US$417m
from the Letpadaung project and $187m from the projects at Sabetaung and Kyisintaung.

The US government hit Wanbao and its subsidiaries with sanctions in July last year over
their operations in Myanmar with the military. In March 2021, both the US and the UK
sanctioned UMEHL for serving as a financial arm of the junta.

Locals have long opposed the Letpadaung copper mine, which has caused widespread
damage to the surrounding environment and involved the seizure of thousands of acres of
land from villagers who were reportedly evicted without sufficient compensation.

“We are suffering because of these projects,” Letpadaung protest leader Myo Min said.
“The plants are dying and acid eats away at the houses and the roofs. The locals have eye
problems because of the air pollution,” he added, referring to the effects of the mining
process.

Letpadaung was the site of a brutal crackdown on local protests against the mine in
November 2012, when police were accused of using white phosphorus against the
demonstrators. More than 100 people suffered injuries, including those causing disability, as
a result of the violence.

Khin Yi Yi Zaw contributed to this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/tension-erupts-in-clashes-near-letpadaung-
copper-mine

Tens Of Thousands Affected By Conflict In Kalay Requiring Humanitarian Aid
KNG | 11th May 2022

In Kalay Township, some 50,000 people displaced
by a brutal clearance campaign by the Burma
Army (BA) desperately need emergency food and
medicine. Before the junta sent BA soldiers to
attack resistance fighters and burn thousands of
homes in late April, only 10,000 villagers in the
township in Sagaing Region had been affected by
the conflict.

: 1 A man familiar with the area, who asked that his
name not be publlshed sald that the entire population of Nat Chaung, estimated at 10,000
people, had fled the regime’s troops and were now in need of basic food items such as rice.
After they fled the approaching BA troops, the army burned down all 2,000 houses in the
village.

Soldiers also torched 1,000 houses in Ashay Si and other villages where fighting has broken
out on the western bank of the Myit Tha River along the road from Kalay to Gangaw. Heavy
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clashes took place near Shar Hpo, Yay Shin, Doh Nwe, Tin Thar as well as in the surrounding
villages.

Another source, who also requested anonymity, told KNG that some people have sought
shelter from the fighting in Buddhist monasteries, with relatives in villages or on farms on
the west side of the river, while others are hiding in the jungle. It’s already started raining,
but they don’t have enough tarpaulins and plastic to make shelters , he said, explaining that
senior citizens and children are the most vulnerable.

Another problem is dirty drinking water, which has made some people sick, said a doctor at
the local branch of the People’s Healthcare Network. Yet, the doctor has run out of
medicines to treat his more than 100 patients, a third of whom are suffering from diarrhoea
and another third from respiratory diseases caused by the bad weather.

The People’s Defence Forces fighting to overthrow the military dictatorship, local youth
groups and Buddhist monasteries are helping the displaced civilians with whatever
donations they can raise and are calling on the public and the international community to
help them.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/11/tens-of-thousands-affected-by-conflict-in-kalay-
requiring-humanitarian-aid/

Myanmar military carries out systematic arson attacks on Yesagyo villages

Regime troops divided into groups to target villages located near the confluence of the
Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers, locals say

Khin YiYi Zaw | Published on May 11, 2022

Smoke rises from a village near the confluence of the
Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers following a raid by
junta troops in early April (Yesagyo PDF)

Residents of Yesagyo Township in Magway Region say
that junta soldiers carried out a series of coordinated
arson attacks on three villages in the area on Tuesday.

The attacks, by a column of around 100 troops that
had arrived from neighbouring Myaung Township in Sagaing Region the day before,
systematically targeted the villages, locals said.

The regime forces reportedly spent the night at the village of Phyone Phu on Monday before
splitting up into three groups the following morning.

One group stayed in Phyone Phyu, while the other two went to the nearby villages of
Miphayar and Mekone. Fires were then set in all three villages, residents told Myanmar
Now.
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“They were initially stationed in Phyone Phu, and then they divided their column into three
groups. One stayed behind in Phyone Phu, while the other two went to torch the other
villages,” said a Yesagyo local who asked to remain anonymous.

All three villages are located near the confluence of the Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers.
Bhone Taw Pyae, another village in the area, was also reportedly targeted later that day.

Each of the affected villages had around 150-200 households. The number of houses that
were destroyed could not be confirmed because all of their residents had fled.

Phyone Phu and Miphayar were both targeted in April as well, residents said.

None of the 48 villages in the confluence are under the direct control of the regime, because
all junta-appointed administrators in the area have resigned, according to local sources.

“The column started raiding villages in the northern part of the confluence area and then
moved south. So it looks like they’re going to raid the whole area,” said a Yesagyo local.

This is the third time since February that residents of the area have had to flee their homes.

“Each time they disperse and then come back when the junta troops leave,” a resident of
the area said.

According to a statement released by the anti-regime Yesagyo Township People’s
Administration team, houses were burned down in six villages in early April, and at least
four civilians were killed.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-carries-out-systematic-arson-
attacks-on-yesagyo-villages

Conflict seen escalating in Myanmar on anniversary of PDF

While the PDF is stronger, an analyst says hundreds of armed groups mean Myanmar is
more insecure than ever.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.11

PDF fighters mark the one-year anniversary of the
establishment of the paramilitary group, May 6, 2022.
NUG Ministry of Defense

One year after Myanmar’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) established the prodemocracy

' People’s Defense Force (PDF), hundreds of anti-junta
groups are active throughout the country and violent conflict is escalating with no end in
sight, an analyst said Wednesday.

May 6 marked the anniversary of the PDF, a paramilitary group formed to protect
Myanmar’s civilians after junta security forces violently repressed peaceful protests of
the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup. Comprised of members from all walks of life, the PDF
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counts deposed members of parliament, artists, celebrities, students, farmers, and
defected soldiers among its ranks.

In a statement detailing the growth of the group over the past year, the NUG Ministry of
Defense said the PDF has since expanded to 257 units based in 250 townships across
Myanmar and maintains links to more than 400 local guerrilla groups. Around U.S. $30
million was spent on arms training and military equipment for the PDF since its
formation, the NUG said, adding that it plans to increase related expenditures to ensure
the group is amply supplied going forward.

But while the PDF has developed into a formidable fighting force, Min Zaw Oo, executive
director of the Myanmar Institute for Peace and Security (MIPS), told RFA’s Myanmar
Service that the country is less stable than it was in the aftermath of the coup.

“The security situation in the country has deteriorated significantly,” he said.
“There’s a lot of insecurity among the people and armed conflict is on the rise.”

Min Zaw Oo said that the military is increasingly spread thin, fighting insurgents on a
multitude of fronts, including in areas technically under its control.

“The junta had to stretch its forces when armed insurgencies erupted in areas where
there were none in the past,” he noted.

“These areas are currently controlled by the junta, but there are also rebel forces there.
Such rebel pockets exist in nearly every city.”

He warned that, with more armed groups operating in Myanmar than ever before in the
country’s 70 years of independence, violent conflict is likely to become worse before it
gets better.

In the more than 15 months since the military coup, security forces have killed at least
1,835 civilians and arrested more than 10,600 others, mostly during anti-junta protests,
according to Thailand-based NGO Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. The junta
has sought to justify its putsch with unsubstantiated claims that the deposed National
League for Democracy (NLD) won the country’s most recent election through voter fraud.

PDF members mark the one-year anniversary
of the paramilitary group, May 6, 2022. Credit:
NUG Ministry of DefenseGrowing insecurity

In addition to suppressing the opposition in
urban areas, the junta has launched offensives
against PDF forces located in the Myanmar’s
remote border regions, where armed ethnic
=, groups administer wide swathes of territory.
ISP-Myanmar and Data for Myanmar — two
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groups monitoring conflict in the country — say at least 615 civilians have been killed in
clashes between the military and the PDF, while as many as 811,000 have been displaced
and more than 11,400 homes have been destroyed in fires started during the fighting.

NUG Defense Minister Ye Mon said during his address marking the anniversary of the PDF
that the group had grown substantially stronger over the past year and suggested that it
would soon remove the junta from power.

“Our comrades have gained a decent amount of experience and military skills within the
year, and | believe that they have become more skillful in guerrilla warfare and can attack
the enemy more effectively,” he said.

“It has become obvious that the morale of the enemy is down. At such a moment, we
need to intensify our attacks and bring the enemy to its knees in front of the people.”

Ye Mon said that with the help of armed ethnic groups, the PDF is now in control of
nearly half of Myanmar and predicted further gains soon.

But junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min Tun dismissed the claims as inaccurate in
a recent interview with RFA.

He also blamed the country’s growing insecurity on the NUG and the PDF, which the junta
has labeled “terrorist organizations.”

“We were first on the path to a negotiated solution but they, the current armed
insurgents, have chosen to resort to this path of violence,” Zaw Min Tun said.

He said PDF units that pursue armed violence will be “cracked down on until the country
is stable.”

Despite calls at home and abroad for inclusive talks to end conflict in Myanmar, the junta
has said it will not negotiate with the NUG or the PDF.

Meanwhile, civilians caught in the middle of the fighting say they want to be left out of
the conflict.

Nadi Aung, a woman from war-torn Sagaing region’s Myaung township, called on both
the military and the PDF to prevent further casualties among unarmed villagers amid the
escalating fighting.

“As a citizen, | want to ask both sides to fight bravely and with honor,” she said.

There are armed groups and unarmed groups operating everywhere. We want an end to
the taking hostage of unarmed civilians. We want an end to the looting, killings and
burnings.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/anniversary-05112022202816.html
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Activists face new threats as pro-junta militias spread in Myanmar

Analysts say violence is spiraling out of control at the country’s grassroots level.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.10

A sign posted by a pro-junta militia in Myanmar's
Tanintharyi, in an undated photo. Citizen journalist

Death threats against pro-democracy and anti-
junta activists are on the rise across Myanmar as
militia groups loyal to the military regime expand
their presence in the country’s urban areas and
other more densely populated regions, sources

said Tuesday.

In late April, eight members of the deposed National League for Democracy (NLD) and
their supporters were found brutally murdered in Mandalay with badges or cards on their
bodies displaying the insignia of a group calling itself the Thway Thauk, or “Blood
Comrades,” militia.

Since the killings, similar groups have emerged in Bago, Tanintharyi, and Irrawaddy
regions, as well as in the capital Naypyidaw, issuing death threats on social media against
the NLD, activists, journalists, and members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force
(PDF) paramilitary group, sources said.

Among them are the Thway Thitsar (Loyal Blood) in Naypyidaw, the Yangon Castigate
Group (YCS) in Yangon, the Patriotic Coalition in Bago region’s Pyay township, and the
Soon Ye (Kite Force) in Tanintharyi region.

An anti-coup protester in Tanintharyi region’s Dawei township told RFA’s Myanmar
Service that opponents of the military regime feel increasingly unsafe as the groups
spread.

“What | am worried about is my family members, not myself. I'm worried that my family
members will be killed,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“Neither side has complete control on the ground and so people are in a very precarious
situation.”

On May 2, a group in Tanintharyi’s Launglon township calling itself Soon Ye said in a
Facebook post that it had the addresses of anti-coup protesters and would harm their
family members if they did not stop their activities.

A day later, the Dawei District Democracy Movement Strike Committee said in a
statement that Soon Ye members shot and killed three villagers in their homes in
Launglon’s Pandale village on April 28 and killed another man on the road between Dawei
and Launglon on May 3.
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In Bago’s Pyay township, a group calling itself the Patriotic Coalition began posting
threats in recent days, according to residents. On May 5, the Thway Thauk posted a
statement on its Telegram social media account that claimed an anti-coup protester was
killed in nearby Wethteegan township’s Hlwa-zin village, although sources in the area
told RFA no such killing had occurred.

Kyaw Zeya, a former Member of Parliament for the NLD in Pyay township, said such
threats are part of a bid by pro-junta forces to cut off support for the PDF and the
country’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG).

“They are trying to discourage people from supporting the NUG government and to stop
engaging in political activities,” he said.

“Those who have been very active on the political scene and their families could become
their targets. So, this is a time for everyone to be extremely cautious in their
movements.”

A former NLD MP for Irrawaddy region’s Maubin township named Ei Ei Pyone said in a
Facebook post that her family received an online threat from a group calling itself the
Maubin Thway Thauk on Monday. A day earlier, the same group opened fire on a resident
of the town named Zaw Win Myint, while other sources reported hearing gunfire in the
area that evening.

‘A downward spiral’

Aung Thu Nyein, director of ISP-Myanmar, a research institute, told RFA that rule of law
“has totally collapsed” in Myanmar and said no political stakeholder is safe.

“It's a downward spiral, with one side killing the other and so on,” he said.

“In this situation, when people have no security, who would dare to set up a political
party?”

Observers have speculated that the military regime may have been behind the recent
bloodshed attributed to the militia groups, but junta Deputy Minister Information
Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun denied the claims in an April 27 press conference and
said they were carried out by the PDF to create “confusion and instability.” He also
rejected accusations that the military regime had ignored the killings, although no
suspects have been arrested in any of the cases.

According to RFA reporting, pro-junta militias are responsible for killing at least 18 people
between April 25 and May 10. The dead include NLD members and party supporters,
family members of PDF paramilitaries, and civilians from Mandalay, Yangon, Kyaukse,
Singhu and Launglon townships.

A high court lawyer told RFA that the junta assumed responsibility for such killings after it
seized control of the country in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup.
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“The political rivalry is gradually growing stronger and stronger, and the situation is
getting out of control at the grassroots level,” said the lawyer, who also declined to be
named.

“The rule of law has collapsed and the regime, which has taken control of state power, is
fully responsible for the situation.”

Political analyst Than Soe Naing told RFA that Myanmar had become “a failed state.”

“This is a natural outcome when two sides are competing for dominance, and so we
cannot say which side is right or wrong,” he said.

“All of this happened as a result of the junta’s violent repression of the people, and now
our country is in ruins.”

Junta security forces have killed at least 1,833 civilians and arrested nearly 10,600 others
since last year’s coup, according to Thailand-based NGO Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners — mostly during peaceful protests of military rule.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/threats-05102022203224.html

Myanmar Activists Lobby US to Sanction Regime’s Oil and Gas Sector
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

Activists are urging US President Joe Biden to impose sanctions on Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise (MOGE), which provides a financial lifeline to Myanmar’s junta. The European
Union imposed sanctions on the firm in February.

More than 637 domestic organizations, including protest committees, labor unions,
women’s rights and educational groups and over 220,000 individuals signed an open letter
to Biden, according to the Blood Money Campaign (BMC), which lobbies to financially isolate
the junta.

The BMC called on Biden to listen to Myanmar’s people and sanction MOGE.

“The United States, it is time to stop protecting democracy only with words,” said Ko Ye, a
BMC spokesman.

The group reported that the junta seized around US$1.5 billion in gas revenue from state
bank accounts after the 2021 coup to fund genocide and murder.

“We don’t ask the US to provide weapons. We only ask the US to stop paying the fascist
regime for natural resources,” Ko Ye said.

MOGE has been a lifeline for military governments for decades and an estimated 50 percent
of foreign currency came from natural gas and Myanmar earned around $1.5 billion from oil
and gas in the 2020-21 financial year, according to pre-coup forecasts.
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The campaign urged the Biden administration to stop gas revenues reaching the junta by
working with allies in Thailand and South Korea to divert income to accounts held until the
civilian National Unity Government is recognized.

It said gas companies and banks which traded with the junta should face money-laundering
charges. It said the junta-controlled Myanma Foreign Trade Bank should face sanctions for
money laundering.

International oil and gas firms like Total, Chevron and Woodside left Myanmar after the
coup but the junta’s investment minister Aung Naing Oo said only 10 percent of Myanmar’s
oil and gas investment came from the three firms and their withdrawal did not impact the
economy. China, the largest source, provides around 27 percent of oil and gas investment.

Human rights organizations are urging Total not to pay the junta about $250 million it owes
Myanmar.

Since the coup in February last year, the regime has killed more than 1,800 people and it
uses airstrikes, artillery, arson attacks, extrajudicial killings and arbitrary arrests against
civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-activists-lobby-us-to-sanction-
regimes-oil-and-gas-sector.html

ASEAN’s Plan to Deliver Aid to Myanmar via Junta Condemned
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has joined local and international
organizations in criticizing the decision of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to provide humanitarian aid to the Myanmar people via the military regime.

Cambodia, the ASEAN chair for 2022, hosted a consultative meeting on ASEAN humanitarian
assistance to Myanmar on May 5-6, which was attended by the junta’s international
cooperation minister U Ko Ko Hlaing.

At the meeting, Cambodia said ASEAN plans to provide humanitarian aid to Kayah and Karen
states, and Magwe, Sagaing and Bago regions in consultation with the work committee of
the regime’s State Administration Council (SAC).

Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, who is the ASEAN
special envoy to Myanmar, told reporters after the meeting that participants had persuaded
the junta minister to give up his plan to tax humanitarian supplies.

ASEAN’s relief package reportedly includes COVID-19 vaccines. Cambodia has not yet
announced when delivery of aid will begin.

The NUG released a statement on May 7 saying it is deeply disappointed and concerned
about the outcome of the consultative meeting, which has the put the SAC’s taskforce led
by U Ko Ko Hlaing at the center of ASEAN’s humanitarian response.
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“This process poses a high risk of failure in the urgent delivery of humanitarian assistance
without discrimination, legitimizing the SAC’s infrastructure and politicizing the
humanitarian response by coercing ethnic armed organizations to engage with the SAC,”
said the statement.

U Kyaw Zaw, the NUG’s President’s Office spokesperson said: “Only the SAC representative
was allowed to join the consultative meeting, and other stakeholders were excluded. The
United Nations (UN) special envoy to Myanmar was initially invited to the meeting, but later
that invitation was cancelled. That is very ugly. It is disappointing and should not have
happened.”

The regime will not deliver the aid to those in need, but will use it as a political weapon,
added U Kyaw Zaw.

“[The regime] has arbitrarily detained people and tortured and killed them. It has even
detained infants, sealed off and torched houses. Is it possible that those who are
committing such acts will help the millions of people facing many hardships? The aid will not
reach the people, but the regime will deliver supplies for show and try to take political
advantage. They will try to use humanitarian aid as a weapon,” he remarked.

Deputy executive director of the Chin Human Rights Organization Salai Za Uk Ling said that
ASEAN has breached its Five-Point Consensus by making the decision to provide
humanitarian assistance to Myanmar after consulting only with the regime’s representative
and excluding other stakeholders.

A constructive dialogue among all parties is one of points stated in the Five-Point Consensus
agreed in April last year between ASEAN and junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

“It was a one-sided meeting that only engaged with the regime and its outcome is
meaningless. ASEAN should hold a multi-stakeholder dialogue in accordance with the Five-
Point Consensus and take action according to the outcome of such dialogue. Now ASEAN
itself has violated the Consensus,” said Salai Za Uk Ling.

In Chin State, more than 230 civilians have been killed by the regime, while 20 per cent of
the population have been forced from their homes, and over 1,000 people detained and
some 1,500 houses razed by arson attacks, he added.

“People who were forced from their homes by the regime’s human rights violations have fled into
areas that are beyond the control of the regime. They need humanitarian assistance. There is a
special need to supply the people in border areas and other parts of the country that are out of the
reach of junta troops. It is important that aid is delivered without the involvement of the regime,”
Salai Za Uk Ling said.

Director Naw Htoo Htoo of the Karen Human Rights Group said that ASEAN had made a ridiculous
decision to place the regime, which is responsible for destruction of many lives across the country, at
the center of relief efforts.

“The regime will not distribute aid to war-affected people. Isn’t it a joke that those who are
destroying people’s properties will lead the humanitarian efforts? It doesn’t make sense,” said Naw
Htoo Htoo.
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At the consultative meeting, junta minister U Ko Ko Hlaing suggested that all relief supplies
be shipped via Yangon airport and port. His suggestion indicates that the regime is trying to
control all humanitarian supplies coming into Myanmar.

“Civil society organizations have called for a review of the Five-Point Consensus. And they
need to need think beyond it. ASEAN leaders need to listen to the voices of the Myanmar
people,” said Naw Htoo Htoo.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), a group of former UN special envoys to
Myanmar, said in a May 9 statement that ASEAN’s plans for humanitarian assistance to
Myanmar flout the fundamental humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality and independence and will advance the military objectives of the junta.

“The areas singled out for humanitarian assistance by the military junta under ASEAN’s plan
are the very areas where the junta has been relentlessly attacking civilians with airstrikes
and scorched-earth campaigns for months on end. The junta has no power in those areas
and its attempt to control ASEAN’s delivery of aid to them is nothing more than a strategy
designed to advance its military agenda,” said Marzuki Darusman, the former chairman of
the UN Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

The SAC-M is an independent group of international experts working for human rights,
peace, democracy, justice and accountability in Myanmar and consists of former UN human
rights special envoy for Myanmar Yanghee Lee, Marzuki Darusman and UN Fact-Finding
Mission on Myanmar member Chris Sidoti.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/aseans-plan-to-deliver-aid-to-myanmar-via-

junta-condemned.html

Malaysian FM: ASEAN’s Myanmar envoy welcomes informal talks with NUG, NUCC

Saifuddin Abdullah plans to have his first in-person meeting with shadow foreign minister
Zin Mar Aung on Saturday.

Shailaja Neelakantan and Nani Yusof for BenarNews | 2022.05.11

Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah listens to
a question during an interview with BenarNews at his
hotel room in Washington, May 11, 2022. RFA

ASEAN'’s special envoy to Myanmar has welcomed the
idea of engaging informally with Myanmar’s Myanmar’s
National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), a body of
opposition stakeholders, and its parallel civilian
government, as the junta has reneged on a promise to put the country back on a
democratic path, Malaysia’s foreign minister said in an interview Wednesday.

Meetings with opposition stakeholders could be held via video conference calls and other
means if the junta prohibits such meetings in-person, Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah
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told BenarNews after an informal gathering here with other top diplomats from the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations ahead of a leader-level summit here with the
United States.

“l thought the ASEAN special envoy, in his concluding remarks — though | cannot speak on
his behalf — ... in some ways welcomed the idea of engaging the NUG and the NUCC and
the other stakeholders,” Saifuddin said.

“Two other ministers spoke along the same lines, but not necessarily mentioning the NUG
and the NUCC.”

He was referring to the National Unity Government, Myanmar’s parallel, civilian-led
government. The NUCC is a more representative body, which includes members of the
NUG, civil society groups, ethnic armed organizations, and civil disobedience groups.

Saifuddin’s proposals at Wednesday’s meeting in Washington included strengthening the
role of the bloc’s envoy to Myanmar and ensuring that the United Nations special envoy
to the country, Noeleen Heyzer, is invited to relevant ASEAN meetings.

Heyzer could not attend an ASEAN meeting last week to coordinate humanitarian aid to
Myanmar because the Burmese junta does not recognize her.

“lI mentioned that the U.N. secretary general’s special envoy needs to be invited to all of
the relevant meetings, regardless what the junta is saying. You cannot allow the junta to
dictate who is to be invited,” Saifuddin noted having told meeting with the ASEAN
ministers.

“If it is an ASEAN meeting, then it is ASEAN that should decide who is to attend. And in
this context we should invite Dr. Noeleen Heyzer.”

Two weeks ago, the Myanmar junta reacted furiously when Saifuddin said he planned to
propose that the ASEAN envoy must engage informally with NUG. In its response, the
junta branded the NUG “terrorist groups.”

Judging from that response, the Burmese generals won’t be happy to learn that Saifuddin
said he was planning to have his first in-person meeting with the NUG’s foreign minister,
Zin Mar Aung, in Washington on Saturday. He said he planned to solicit her opinion on
how the people of Myanmar can move on.

‘We need to be more creative’

The foreign ministers of the ASEAN member-states are in Washington with their
countries’ leaders to participate in the U.S.-ASEAN summit.

Saifuddin said the ministers had planned the informal meeting here to mainly discuss the
crisis in post-coup Myanmar and the non-implementation of a five-point agreement that
the junta agreed to with ASEAN to return the country to peace and democracy.

The junta’s reneging on the agreement notwithstanding, ASEAN members plan to stick
with the five-point consensus, Saifuddin said.
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“We are very much still on board with the five-point consensus, but | think many of us are
quite frustrated ...,” Saifuddin acknowledged.

“l think we need to be more creative and that is why, for example, we [need to] start
naming the stakeholders ...the NUG, the NUCC, all of them.”

The points of the consensus call for a constructive dialogue among all parties; the
mediation of such talks by a special envoy of the ASEAN chair; and a visit to Myanmar by
an ASEAN delegation, headed by the special envoy, to meet with all parties.

BenarNews asked Saifuddin if he believed the NUG should attend the U.S.-ASEAN
summit, because the junta is being kept out of ASEAN meetings and Washington is
following the regional bloc’s lead on that. The NUG foreign minister was in Washington,
as of Wednesday.

“Well, we have not come to that point. My suggestion to the ASEAN meeting this
morning was to engage informally. We, as you know, many of us are democrats at heart
and our countries are democracies,” the Malaysian minister said.

“But at the same time, we do not want to, you know, to do something that is probably
beyond what we can handle. So | thought the best way forward for now is to engage with
the NUG informally.”

Meanwhile, when a senior Biden administration official was asked Wednesday about who
would represent ASEAN member-state Myanmar at the summit, he replied “we’ll have
more to say on this tomorrow.”

“We have had diplomatic engagement with the government in exile. We are in
discussions about the best way to represent what has transpired in Burma and how to
represent that in the meeting,” the senior administration official told Radio Free Asia, the
parent company of BenarNews, in a briefing to media.

“l think one of the discussions has been to have an empty chair to reflect our
dissatisfaction with what’s taken place and our hope for a better path forward.”

BenarNews is an RFA-dffiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/asean-nug-05112022194116.html

US-ASEAN summit’s symbolism is its big message, analysts say
Concrete outcomes may be few, especially on the economic front.
By Shailaja Neelakantan for BenarNews | 2022.05.11

The United States is highlighting its commitment to Southeast Asia by holding a leader-
level summit with ASEAN members this week in Washington despite being in the midst of
dealing with the Ukraine turmoil, analysts said.
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U.S. President Joe Biden speaks at North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical State University, in
Greensboro, N.C., on April 14, 2022. AP

But Washington is not likely to present a coherent
economic strategy to reduce Southeast Asia’s
overreliance on China and that will take some of
the shine off the affair, they added.

U.S. President Joe Biden and his counterparts will likely discuss Indo-Pacific security,
Myanmar, Ukraine and economic ties during the two-day meeting beginning Thursday.
Analysts said they expect little in terms of outcome, barring perhaps a joint statement
frowning on Beijing’s expansionism in the South China Sea.

“The significance of the summit is that it is being held,” said Bilahari Kausikan, chairman
of the Middle East Institute at the National University of Singapore.

“The meeting is the message, that while a war is raging in Ukraine, the U.S. is holding a
summit with ASEAN. It underscores that the U.S. is capable of walking and chewing gum
at the same time,” said the former diplomat speaking at a webinar on Tuesday hosted by
The Stimson Center, a Washington-based think tank.

Leaders from eight of 10 Association of Southeast Asian Nations are expected to attend —
the Myanmar junta’s leader has not been invited, and the Philippines’ outgoing president
chose not to attend. The summit, only the second hosted by the United States,
commemorates 45 years of ties with ASEAN.

For Greg Poling, a Southeast Asia analyst at the Center for Strategic and International
Studies, much of this summit is about symbolism — “and symbolism matters in
diplomacy.”

“This summit is a big deal because the Indo-Pacific is a priority theater and ASEAN is
central to the U.S.’s Indo-Pacific strategy. President Biden has yet to meet many of the
Southeast Asian leaders in person, so the summit would be an opportunity to do that and
will show that his commitment to the region is more than just rhetoric,” Poling told
BenarNews.

Biden met virtually with his ASEAN counterparts during an October 2021 summit. He has
met Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, who came to Washington in March, and
Indonesian President Joko “Jokowi” Widodo on the sidelines of the November 2021
Climate Summit in Glasgow.

==4 U.S. President Joe Biden (C) taking part in the
ASEAN-US Summit on the sidelines of the 2021
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
summits held online on a live video conference in
Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, Oct. 26, 2021. Credit:
AFP.
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Southeast Asia is one of Washington’s top priorities, the Biden administration has
stressed time and again. It sees the area as crucial due to Beijing’s outsized influence
there. Since last year, top officials including U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris, Secretary
of State Antony Blinken and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin have visited the region.

Beijing’s concerns

China, for its part, has cautioned ASEAN members about the summit through a statement
issued Sunday after talks between Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his counterpart in
Cambodia, this year’s chair of the regional bloc.

“The moves to introduce the Cold War mentality into the region and incite and create
camp confrontation will undermine the peace and development that the region has
enjoyed for many years. Asian countries should stay vigilant and reject such moves
together,” the Chinese foreign ministry statement said.

U.S. National Security Council Indo-Pacific Coordinator Kurt Campbell countered those
concerns on Wednesday.

“President Biden will be direct, he will talk about a desire to compete peacefully — he
does not want Southeast Asia to descend into a new Cold War,” Campbell said in an
online webinar about the summit. “We recognize that any initiative simply designed for
competition will have difficulty gaining altitude in Southeast Asia. It must be based on the
needs and desires of Southeast Asian people.”

South China Sea

Southeast Asia analyst Hunter Marston, for one, expects an end-of-summit statement
containing strongly worded language against Chinese expansionism in the South China
Sea.

“ASEAN states are a little more forward-leaning when it comes to a U.S.-ASEAN summit. If
you look at the Sunnylands Declaration, it was a lot more assertive, [and] more in line
with Washington’s talking points,” said Marston, an international relations analyst at
Australian National University.

He was referring to the 2016 U.S-ASEAN summit in Sunnylands, Calif., the first held in the
United States. Its closing statement underlined mutual respect for the sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and equality of all nations, and, in two clauses, a shared commitment
to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Analyst Anne Marie Murphy noted that ASEAN has become tougher in terms of language
regarding the South China Sea over the last couple of years.

“So | do think you will see strong statements in support not of a free and open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP), but for principles underlying it,” said Murphy, a professor at Seton Hall
University’s School of Diplomacy and International Relations.

But since Cambodia, which is pro-China, serves as ASEAN chair this year, the statement
may be watered down, another expert said.
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“On SCS, they might make a stronger statement, but there has to be consensus —
Cambodia won’t want a stronger statement,” Josh Kurlantzick, senior fellow for
Southeast Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations, told BenarNews.

China claims nearly the entire South China Sea, including waters within the exclusive
economic zones of ASEAN members Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam and non-
member Taiwan.

Thai protesters call for the release of prisoners
charged under the nation’s Lese-Majeste royal
defamation law during a rally outside the U.S.
Embassy in Bangkok ahead of the U.S.-ASEAN
summit in Washington, May 10, 2022. Credit:
AFP.

While ASEAN member Indonesia does not
regard itself as party to the South China Sea
dispute, Beijing claims historic rights to parts
of that sea overlapping Indonesia's exclusive economic zone as well.

Ukraine

Another focus of the summit will be Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, according to the
analysts.

Dewi Fortuna Anwar, an international affairs analyst at the state-funded National
Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN) in Indonesia, said it was not going to be easy for
the U.S. to find common ground on sanctions with ASEAN members.

“ASEAN countries have their own policies,” she said, noting that some members rely on
Moscow for defense needs or are historically aligned to Russia.

Still, U.S. officials could approach some countries bilaterally, CFR’s Kurlantzick said.

“The administration may try to press some important Southeast Asian partners, like
Vietnam, to distance themselves more from Russia, and press others, such as Indonesia
and Thailand, to adopt more critical stances as well,” he said.

Myanmar

The post-coup crisis in Myanmar may be on top of the list of subjects discussed at the
U.S.-ASEAN special summit, but analysts predict it will fall to the bottom of expected
outcomes.

All who spoke to BenarNews said participants would reiterate the unimplemented five-
point consensus agreed to by the Myanmar junta and ASEAN leaders in April 2021, just
weeks after the Feb. 1, 2021, coup.

“Everyone will nod their heads and reiterate the five-point consensus, that’s it,” Rand
Corp.’s Grossman said.
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The only move that has hurt the Myanmar military is ASEAN barring the junta leader, and
subsequently junta representatives, from last year’s ASEAN summit and other meetings.

Malaysia has been pressing other ASEAN members to engage with the opposition civilian
National Unity Government (NUG) of Myanmar.

Engaging NUG as a bloc will not have many takers, “because ASEAN doesn’t want to pick
sides in an internal fight,” CSIS’s Poling said.

The missing link

The one area where the summit could have a breakthrough would be in furthering
economic ties — something that will not happen, the analysts said.

“Washington has really dropped the ball on this,” Australian National University’s
Marston said.

He was referring to the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, announced in October 2021
and touted as a game changer that would rival Beijing’s economic might in the region.
The framework was to be launched in April, but has been delayed perhaps until next
month.

Murphy, of Seton Hall, agreed that expanding economic ties is one thing the United
States could do to reassure Southeast Asia of its commitment and reduce the region’s
vulnerability to Chinese coercion.

However, “since Trump withdrew from the TPP, Biden is extremely constrained,” she
said, referring to the massive Trans Pacific Partnership, a trade deal forged during the
Barack Obama administration and dropped by his successor.

Campbell, of the U.S. National Security Council, defended the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework.

“l don’t need to tell anyone trade is politically contentious in the U.S., but we have
constructed an approach that meets many critical challenges of trade and investment —
such as digital trade, clean energy and the like — in a contemporary, 21st Century
setting,” he said.

Campbell said that what he has heard from Southeast Asian officials is that they want
economic engagements with a variety of countries, not just with one country.

“Steady engagement with their neighbor in the north, practical and continual
engagement with the U.S., but also, more of a role with India, they want a role Europe —
they want diversified relations,” he said.

Alvin Prasetyo and Dandy Koswaraputra in Jakarta contributed to this report for
BenarNews, an RFA-dffiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/asean-usa-05112022171854.html
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Junta Accuses Ousted Deputy Governor of Central Bank of Myanmar of Corruption
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

The junta has lodged corruption charges against the ousted and detained deputy governor
of the Central Bank of Myanmar, Dr. Bo Bo Nge, accusing him of failing to tax donations to
Myanmar from the billionaire George Soros’ Open Society Foundation (OSF), among other
charges.

On Tuesday, the junta-backed Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) filed charges under Article
55 of the Anti-Corruption Law against Dr. Bo Bo Nge at Oketarathiri Township police station
in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw.

He has been held captive by the military regime for over 15 months, during which time he
has been out of contact with his family.

The ACC claimed that Dr. Bo Bo Nge was found lacking in monitoring the foreign exchange
management, monitoring and inspection of the banking sector and accounting departments
in his role as deputy governor of the Central Bank, and that some of his decisions caused the
state loss of revenue.

Dr. Bo Bo Nge is accused of causing the loss of 102 million kyats in tax revenue from stamp
duty, a 360 million kyats loss for not collecting tax from OSF-Myanmar’s deposit of USS5
million (7.04 million kyats), and the loss of 655 million kyats (USS 0.39 million) in tax from
his decision not to deposit a US$350 million loan from the United States in a higher-interest
earning account than the one he used at the Singapore branch of the SMBC Bank.

The regime seized control of billionaire George Soros’ OSF in Myanmar in March last year,
claiming that the world’s largest private funder for justice, democratic governance and
human rights had failed to obtain approval from the Central Bank of Myanmar’s Foreign
Exchange Management Department for a deposit of USS5 million to Myanmar’s Small and
Medium Enterprise Development Bank in 2018.

Dr. Bo Bo Nge was arrested at his home in Naypyitaw in the early morning of February 1 last
year, the day the junta launched its coup and arrested hundreds of people, including State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, President U Win Myint, union ministers, chief ministers
and some deputy ministers.

His family and friends have heard nothing from him since then.

Other technocrats in the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government such as
U Min Ye Paing Hein and U Sett Aung, two deputy ministers for planning, finance and
industry, were detained a few days after the coup.

U Min Ye Paing Hein has also been out of contact with his family and his whereabouts are
still unknown, according to an NLD source. U Sett Aung has been charged under the Official
Secrets Act and is on trial along with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, ousted planning and finance
ministers U Soe Win and U Kyaw Win and Sean Turnell, an Australian economic adviser to
the former NLD government.

Page 24 of 67


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-seizes-bank-accounts-soros-open-society-foundation.html

An NLD official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said that the arbitrary detention of
very capable technocrats and ministers like Dr. Bo Bo Nge and U Min Ye Paing Hein is “a
huge loss for the country.”

“They have detained him for more than a year and when they can’t find any fault or
corruption against him [Dr. Bo Bo Nge], they contrive corruption charges against him,” said
the NLD official.

U Sett Aung, ousted and detained deputy planning
and finance minister. / The Irrawaddy

A former student activist during the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, Dr. Bo Bo Nge was jailed for
several years in the 1990s for his activism against the
then military dictatorship. While in jail, Dr. Bo Bo Nge
i Iee.1rned English from a dictionary smuggled into his
prison.

After his release, he fled to the United States. He won a scholarship to Bard College and
then studied for a master’s degree in economics at John Hopkins University. Subsequently,
he specialized in financial reform and gained a doctorate from London University’s School of
Oriental and African Studies.

According to colleagues, Dr. Bo Bo Nge is regarded as a rare, righteous technocrat who was
in exactly the right position in the NLD government.

A colleague who wished to remain anonymous told The Irrawaddy: “Knowing Ko Bo Bo
[referring to Dr. Bo Bo Nge] as someone who is simple, humble and lives modestly without
pretension or ostentation, | can’t imagine him associated with any corruption. These
allegations are all utter nonsense.”

The Washington Post described Dr. Bo Bo Nge’s life as an American immigrant success story,
noting that he rose from washing dishes to become an economist earning a six-figure salary.

But he chose to return to his homeland after the NLD government took power in 2016 to
take part in Myanmar’s democratic transition.

In 2017, Dr. Bo Bo Nge was appointed deputy governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar,
where he took a leading role in facilitating the financial and economic reforms introduced by
the NLD government. He was also a member of the NLD’s economic committee.

Following the junta’s coup, the regime appointed new governors to the Central Bank of
Myanmar. Dr. Bo Bo Nge was replaced by Daw Than Than Swe, who was shot in Yangon by
anti-regime resistance fighters early last month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-accuses-ousted-deputy-governor-of-
central-bank-of-myanmar-of-corruption.html
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Myanmar Junta’s Awards for Ethnic Leaders Seen as Bid to Sell Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 11 May 2022

Of the 10 ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) that have agreed to attend talks with junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw, seven have current or former leaders who received the
Wunna Kyawhtin title from the coup leader last month.

Four of the recipients are still alive and the other three were honored posthumously. Along
with some other ethnic leaders, they were awarded the Wunna Kyawhtin title on April 17,
which is New Year’s Day on Myanmar’s traditional lunar calendar.

All seven of the groups whose leaders were honored are signatories to the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). The recipients were Karen National Union/Karen National
Liberation Army-Peace Council leader Major-General Htein Maung (aka Saw Htay Maung);
Khun Okkar of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO); U Khaing Soe Naing Aung
of the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP); Yawd Serk of the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS); Myaing Gyi Ngu Sayadaw U Thuzana of the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
(DKBA); Nai Htaw Mon of the New Mon State Party (NMSP); and Kyar Khun Sar of the Lahu
Democratic Union (LDU).

On April 22, five days after awarding the titles, Min Aung Hlaing called for face-to-face talks
with EAO leaders, saying he sought to end the armed conflicts in Myanmar.

Coming after a year of clashes with newly formed anti-regime resistance forces that have
been fighting alongside ethnic armed groups to topple his regime, Min Aung Hlaing’s offer
of peace is, many believe, a pretext to persuade the armed groups to distance themselves
from the resistance forces.

The peace talks plan has become a laughing stock as none of the groups that have said yes
to the junta’s proposed peace talks is currently engaged in active fighting with the regime.

EAOs and other groups that are engaged in active fighting with the regime, such as the
Karen National Union and Kachin Independence Army, have officially rejected the regime’s
invitation, saying the proposed talks lack inclusivity.

The regime has not invited Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) or its
armed wing, the People’s Defense Force (PDF), which has been fighting the regime.

Many people in Myanmar see the NUG as their legitimate government and the PDF as their
army.

The majority of the EAOs that are planning to attend the talks are recipients of awards given
by Min Aung Hlaing; this has invited suspicions that the regime chief awarded the titles with
the specific intention of persuading the EAO leaders to attend the peace talks.

A local political analyst on ethnic affairs shared that view.
“You could say that the title is a sort of incentive from Min Aung Hlaing [to persuade some

ethnic leaders to join the talks],” he said.
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The Wunna Kyawhtin title, which recognizes outstanding contributions to the country, was
awarded to a total of 25 individuals on April 17; some 20 of the recipients are current or late
ethnic leaders.

Saw Mutu Say Poe, the leader of the KNU, an NCA signatory, was among those awarded the
Wunna Kyawhtin title on April 17. However, the oldest armed organization in Myanmar on
Monday rejected the junta’s invitation to attend the talks, saying they will not be all-
inclusive.

Two other NCA signatories, the Chin National Front and the All Burma Students’ Democratic
Front, have also rejected the talks because of the junta’s limitation on participants.

The Brotherhood Alliance, a tripartite military coalition of the Arakan Army, the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, said they
would take a wait-and-see approach to the peace talks.

NCA non-signatories the United Wa State Army and the National Democratic Alliance Army,
both of which have de facto control over their territories, as well as the Shan State Progress
Party, will attend the talks in Naypyitaw.

Many believe the move by the regime—which is fighting a war on various fronts against
multiple EAOs and PDFs—to confer titles on ethnic leaders and invite them to peace talks is
intended to undermine the unity among armed revolutionary organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-awards-for-ethnic-leaders-
seen-as-bid-to-sell-peace-talks.html

KNU, KNPP, CNF call for meaningful negotiations with participation of all stakeholders
PUBLISHED 11 MAY 2022

Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army (KNU/KNLA), Karenni National
Progressive Party/Karenni Army (KNPP/KA) and Chin National Front/Chin National Army
(CNF/CAN) issued a joint statement on May 9 urging the State Administration Council (SAC)
to hold meaningful negotiations that include the participation of all stakeholders.

In the statement, they said they had learned of the offer to enter peace discussions
conveyed to the leaders of the ethnic resistance organizations by SAC chair Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing via television broadcast on April 22, 2022.

They have consistently called for the resolution of the federal crisis through political
negotiations, by political means. However, to pursue a resolution would require the
inclusion of all stakeholders, as well as the participation of representatives of the United
Nations and international community as mediators to ensure fairness and facilitate
negotiations. Only through such political negotiation will the vision of establishing the
federal union be attained.
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Therefore, the SAC needs to hold meaningful negotiations that include the participation of
all stakeholders, and allow unfettered humanitarian access for international and local
responders to deliver unrestricted assistance to all people affected by conflict and crisis, the
statement pointed out.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/knu-knpp-cnf-call-for-meaningful-negotiations-with-
participation-of-all-stakeholders

TNLA, MDAA Clash With Regime In Muse
By SHAN - May 11, 2022

On Sunday, two members of the Northern Alliance supported by the People Defence Force
(PDF) fought regime forces across Muse District in northern Shan State.

Maw Taung village

A local source, asking for her name not to be used,
told SHAN that Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA) and Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA) clashed with the Burma
Army (BA) near Mabein in Hsenwi Township (also
Theinni) at 5pm.

Hm

Some people told her the local PDF fought
alongside the ethnic armed organisations (EAQOs)
during the 30 minute clash, but no one could say
who fired first. Clashes in Mabein and Kutkai townships happen frequently and locals have,
unfortunately, grown accustomed to gunfire.

The same evening, the EAOs also clashed with the BA near Maw Tawng, where the regime
has a hidden outpost, a local man requesting anonymity said.

”| can’t say which EAO attacked the BA’s camp...No one dared to leave their home at night.”

TNLA ambushed a BA unit on 4 May, killing twelve soldiers and a prominent Shan youth
leader and his friend, who were hijacked at gunpoint to drive the junta fighters in their car.

According to the Tai Youths Network, their executive member, who's also part of the
Committee of Shan State Unity was abducted en route to the town of Muse.

Locals explained that TNLA troops waited to attack the BA on a hilltop outside Maw Tawng.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24926
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