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Resistance forces strike Myanmar army convoys on Chin State roads
Myanmar’s junta is blocking pathways for transitional justice
Is Myanmar’s military becoming a spent force?
Future Remains Cloudy for Exiled Myanmar Journalists in Thailand
Sale of Myanmar Coup Leader’s Mansion Raises US$2 Million in Three Days
PDF clashes with junta troops guarding mines in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Chinese Mining Giant Wanbao Fears Myanmar Resistance Attacks
Junta Bars UN Special Envoy on Myanmar From ASEAN Meeting
Myanmar’s 4 strongest ethnic armies reject junta invitation to peace talks
Myanmar Junta's Peace Talks in Disarray as Major Ethnic Armies Reject Invitations
KIO Refuses To Join Naypyitaw Peace Talks
KNU turns down SAC chairman’s invitation to peace talk for being exclusive
KNU reports more than 500 clashes in its territory in April
Military Council Responds to Loss of its Army Base with Multiple Airstrikes
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Charred human bones found near site of military raid in Mandalay

The remains are believed to belong to slain junta troops or to resistance fighters and a
villager arrested by the Myanmar army days earlier

Moe Oo | Published on May 9, 2022

Burnt human bones found in a mango
orchard in eastern Madaya Township May 6
(Supplied)

Burnt unidentified human remains were
% found by guerrilla fighters in a mango

. orchard in Mandalay’s eastern Madaya

| Township last Friday, just two days after the
' Myanmar army carried out a raid on a
nearby resistance base.

Junta forces attacked a base belonging to the Naga Nyi Naung guerrilla force in Thaphan
Kaing village on May 4, and engaged in a subsequent clash with them and four of the
group’s allies before torching homes in the community.

The troops arrested five resistance fighters and a villager after the fighting.

Some 200 soldiers had set up camp in the mango orchard in question prior to the ambush
on the base and left soon after.

“For a long time, they were acting strangely around the site where the bodies were found,”
a member of the Madaya People’s Defence Force—which was among the groups that
fought the junta’s forces following the raid—told Myanmar Now on May 6.

He said that the troops had returned to the orchard after the assault on the base and had
parked a vehicle there, suggesting it had broken down or been damaged in an attack.

“We were suspicious, so we went there today to check it out, and we found a pile of ashes
with some bones in it,” he explained.

He speculated that the bones belonged to the six people that were captured, and noted that
he had seen a photo of their bodies in a pile on social media, presumably posted by a
member of the military.

Myanmar Now has not seen the photo in question.

The leader of Naga Nyi Naung confirmed that two women and three men in his defence
force were taken during last week’s raid, but that he could not confirm that the remains in
the orchard belonged to them.

“Some of our members were captured but many of [the junta troops] died that day as well,
so the bodies could belong to either the six victims or their own soldiers. We still don’t know
for sure,” he said.
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According to members of the resistance alliance, there were 11 Myanmar army casualties in
the clash on May 4.

Eastern Madaya Township has seen frequent junta assaults on villages and regular
ambushes by guerrilla forces on military columns moving through the area.

A junta convoy leaving Thaphan Kaing last Friday was struck by improvised explosive devices
planted by guerrilla fighters on the border between Madaya and Patheingyi townships.
Soldiers from the military unit reportedly retaliated by shooting and killing a 40-year-old
woman working on a nearby farm, according to local sources.

An additional 50-troop column had arrived in eastern Madaya on Saturday, they added.

Myanmar Now is unable to confirm the reports of a local casualty or of new troop
movements in the area.

The military council has not released any information on the events in Madaya.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/charred-human-bones-found-near-site-of-
military-raid-in-mandalay

Resistance Ambush Kills 25 Myanmar Junta Troops: Kayah Rebels
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 May 2022

About 25 junta soldiers, including a lieutenant colonel, were killed when the Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and Karenni Army (KA) attacked a military convoy on
Saturday in Hpruso Township, Kayah State.

The convoy, including 20 military trucks, from Bawlakhe Township in the state, was attacked
by the KNDF and KA at Law Kyal Khu village on Saturday morning and the fighting lasted
around two hours, according to the KNDF.

The armed resistance group said the final four trucks were burned and around 18 regime
soldiers, including a lieutenant colonel, were killed.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the report.

The KNDF said it found food, weapons and the bodies of 66 Light Infantry Division (LID)
soldiers on the trucks.

Junta weapons seized after two crashes in Hpruso
Township, Kayah State, on May 7. / KNDF

Regime forces returned and two more hours of fighting
took place in the afternoon.

“Around seven regime troops were killed, bringing the
total to 25,” said a KNDF spokesman.

An online video showed KNDF and KA troops firing
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near the military trucks. Some bodies of regime soldiers can be seen beside the road.
The KNDF said one of its fighters was lightly injured.

On December 24, 66 LID soldiers are believed to have massacred 35 civilians, including
children, women and two members of the Save the Children, and burned seven vehicles in
Hpruso Township.

The United Nations Security Council condemned the slaughter and called for all the violence
to stop, calling for respect for human rights and safety for civilians and accountability for the
killing.

Fighting began in Kayah State more than a year ago with the junta using airstrikes and
artillery and a majority of the 200,000 residents being displaced.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/resistance-ambush-kills-25-myanmar-junta-troops-
kayah-rebels.html

Resistance forces strike Myanmar army convoys on Chin State roads

Local defence forces have been carrying out lethal ambushes on junta convoys traveling
between Hakha and Falam as well as Mindat and Matupi

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on May 9, 2022

A junta convoy of more than 70 vehicles is seen
traveling along the Mindat-Matupi road in southern
Chin State on May 4 (CDF Mindat)

Repeated interceptions of military convoys by
resistance forces in Chin State have led to frequent
roadside clashes in recent days and resulted in
casualties on both sides, according to members of
the anti-junta groups involved.

A group of some 30 vehicles travelling along the 40-mile northern Chin State road
connecting Hakha to Falam has been struck multiple times last week, Chin National Front
(CNF) spokesperson Salai Htet Ni told Myanmar Now.

More than 20 junta troops in the column and nine members of the resistance were killed
during two days of fighting on May 4 and 5.

Five of the guerrilla fighters killed were from the CNF, and four were from the allied
Chinland Defence Force (CDF) chapter in Thantlang, according to Salai Htet Ni.

He explained that the ambushes were particularly difficult to carry out, since the military
column was reportedly transporting some 15 people from Hakha to Kalay Prison in
neighbouring Sagaing Region. They had been accused by the military of being members of
the CDF, the CNF spokesperson said.
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“They wanted to use them as human shields so that we wouldn’t be able to shoot at them.
We had to take extra caution to not hit the victims,” he told Myanmar Now. “That was the
first time that they moved that many prisoners at once. The victims were kept in the car
with their hands and feet cuffed, guarded by police officers.”

The military’s use of heavy artillery, as well as the heavy rains and a lack of geographical
knowledge of the area by some of the resistance fighters all posed challenges to the
ambushes, Salai Htet Ni said.

Troops from the same Myanmar army convoy are accused of burning more than 20 homes
in two Falam Township villages along the road—Ramthlo and Tlangzar—before continuing
towards their destination on Friday.

That day, the Chin National Defence Force—another resistance ally—warned members of
the public not to use the Hakha-Falam road due to the imminent risk of fighting.

Battles have also been breaking out along the 100-mile road connecting Matupi and Mindat
in southern Chin State since late April, Salai Ha Aum, the spokesperson for the CDF chapter
in Mindat, told Myanmar Now.

Normally, it takes around eight hours to travel the mountainous route, he said. However,
Chin resistance forces used explosives and guerrilla tactics to repeatedly ambush a convoy
of more than 70 trucks and two tanks after they departed from Matupi on April 27. They
reportedly were only able to travel a few miles each day over the 10 days that followed.

Citing a local resistance commander and a tactical officer present on the frontlines, Salai Ha
Aum said that one member of his CDF chapter and at least 21 junta soldiers had been killed
in the clashes along the road during that time.

“Those are the ones that we managed to find the bodies of,” he said on May 6, adding that
the actual number of Myanmar army deaths may be higher.

Myanmar Now is unable to independently verify the Chin resistance forces’ reports of
casualties along the two roads.

The military council does not typically release information regarding such matters.

Hundreds of thousands of civilians have been displaced by fighting over the past year, most
of whom are in northwestern Myanmar. According to a May 6 statement released by the UN
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs more than 570,000 people had fled their
homes nationwide as of April 25. Some 320,000 were from Chin State, Sagaing and Magway
regions.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-strike-myanmar-army-convoys-
on-chin-state-roads
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Myanmar’s junta is blocking pathways for transitional justice

Documenting abuses remains a key way for the country to move forward, even as the
military tries to drag it back to the past

Han Gyi / Maggi Quadrini | Published on May 10, 2022

Democracy in Myanmar has been sabotaged by the country’s military junta. In its place, the
regime has unleashed a lawless campaign of violence against an innocent civilian
population. Thousands have been killed, and many more have been arrested to face
fabricated charges in closed-door, military-run courts. These acts are the junta’s direct
responses to a thriving opposition movement that has rejected its failed power grab.

The Network for Human Rights Documentation-Burma (ND-Burma) has been documenting
state-wide, systematic human rights violations since 2004. Its 13 member organizations seek
to collectively use the truth of what communities in Myanmar have endured to advocate for
justice for victims. In the wake of last year’s attempted coup, it has continued its efforts to
safely and securely document atrocities committed in the country.

Documentation of abuses is always a major challenge for human rights defenders, but over
the past year, it has become even more difficult. As it intensifies its use of brutal military
tactics across the country, the junta has also targeted those who attempt to collect evidence
of its crimes. Internet blackouts and scorched-earth campaigns are just two of the ways the
regime attempts to cover its tracks.

The four pillars of transitional justice are truth, justice, reparations, and non-recurrence
(institutional reform). In Myanmar, however, all pathways towards granting and ensuring
transitional justice have been blocked by the regime. A blanket of denial continues to
smother the very function of institutions meant to uphold and preserve the rule of law.

Human rights documentation is a pathway to transitional justice that allows survivors to
pursue accountability through the international system. Granting victims safe and accessible
spaces to share their experiences ensures that the reconciliation process is clear from the
beginning. Organizations such as ND-Burma act as facilitators for psycho-social support and
as advocates for restitution. However, under the current regime, these options are no
longer even remotely accessible.

There is no rule of law in Myanmar, or any reliable transitional justice mechanisms that
would hold the military accountable for war crimes, crimes against humanity, or genocide.
Attacks against innocent civilians continue with impunity. It's important to emphasize that
transitional justice is not solely about prosecutions and punishment. Justice also involves
the provision of reparations to victims, recognition and acknowledgment of the truth about
mass violations, and legal security reforms to guarantee non-repetition.

There is overwhelming evidence to suggest that Myanmar's military forces have committed
grave crimes under international law. In February 2022, ND-Burma released “The World
Must Know,” a report produced together with the Karenni Human Rights Group that details
the junta’s war crimes in Karenni State. These crimes were committed with complete
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impunity: Not one of the victims or their families in the case studies presented, including the
dozens of civilians who were burned alive on December 24, 2021, has seen a single member
of the military face any consequences for these unlawful acts.

Justice for victims is routinely denied as soldiers are protected in military courts. As it
stands, Myanmar also has no reparations policy which would provide redress to victims or
their families. In 2015, the Reparations Working Group was established to advocate for a
state-led reparations program. Since February 2021, these efforts have been forcibly put on
hold. With no significant policy related to institutional reform in Myanmar, military
violations against various ethnic groups and civilians have continued.

ND-Burma documentation shows that survivors want institutional reform to prevent human
rights violations from happening again. Fortunately, as Myanmar’s elected, legitimate
government continues to look to the future, all stakeholders, including civil society
organizations, have an opportunity to collaborate on the drafting of a new federal
democratic constitution that guarantees the equality of all ethnic groups, enshrines their
right to self-determination, and works toward an end to conflict and security sector reforms
that ensure respect for human rights.

Truth-telling and human rights documentation initiatives have long been carried out by civil
society organizations. For victims and survivors of the military junta’s harrowing assaults on
civilian lives, justice is long overdue. These attacks have spanned decades, yet in the context
of the failed coup, the calls for accountability demand concrete action which would finally
put an end to the impunity.

Han Gyi is a long-time human rights defender advocating for transitional justice and
democracy in Myanmar. He is currently the Coordinator of the Network for Human Rights
Documentation - Burma.

Maggi Quadrini works on human rights for community-based organizations along the
Thailand-Myanmar border.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmars-junta-is-blocking-pathways-for-
transitional-justice

Is Myanmar’s military becoming a spent force?

More than a year of fighting on multiple fronts has taken a serious toll on the country’s
armed forces

Min Min | Published on May 8, 2022

On April 22, the leader of Myanmar’s coup regime appeared on state television to call for
peace talks, even as troops under his command were torching villages in Sagaing Region
suspected of harbouring resistance forces.
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killed since last year’s coup (KNLA)

“l invite leaders of ethnic armed groups for
dialogue,” said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
vowing to meet all of the groups in person. He
added that those who wished to attend the
planned talks should register by May 9.

Just five days earlier, the regime had announced
that the leaders of five ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) were to receive honorary awards
for their service to the country.

The reason for this awkward charm offensive was obvious to most observers: More than a
year after seizing power, Myanmar’s military has been significantly weakened by the armed
anti-coup resistance movement. With battles raging in areas that were previously free of
conflict, the regime’s forces are overstretched and exhausted.

By winning over at least some of the country’s ethnic armies, the junta may be hoping to
avert a further worsening of the situation on the ground, where casualties among junta
troops are high and morale is low.

There are signs, however, that its outreach efforts are too little, too late.

At this point, the regime controls barely half of the country, according to Nyi Thuta, an army
captain who defected to the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) last year. The rest—
mainly in rural areas—is now largely in the hands of EAOs and groups formed since last year
to fight the newly installed military council.

Anti-coup protesters stand in front of an army tank
in Yangon in February 2021 (Myanmar Now)

This reality has only deepened the reluctance of
many in the armed forces to continue a fight that
the generals seem unable to win, despite their
superior firepower and brutal tactics.

“Soldiers who pledged their lives to the armed
forces will not keep fighting if it goes on like this. We know there are many who want to
quit,” said Nyi Thuta, who founded People’s Goal, an organisation that helps military
defectors escape to liberated areas.

“The military is falling apart and will soon collapse,” he predicted.
Losing hearts and minds

According to the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), more than 3,000 soldiers and
7,000 police officers have joined the CDM since last year. It also claims that many more have
abandoned their posts without formally crossing to the other side.
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Those who do defect to anti-regime forces are well-treated, as are troops who surrender in
battle—unlike those captured by the regime, who are routinely tortured and executed. This
has also contributed to a growing willingness among junta soldiers to join the resistance.
Rumours that defectors might qualify for asylum in Australia have also created an incentive
for some.

The Tatmadaw, or Myanmar armed forces, is usually estimated to have around 400,000
troops at its disposal. The current figure, however, could be as low as half that number,
according to some observers. At this level, the military may have difficulty maintaining its
command structures, they say. How many troops have actually been deployed to combat
zones is another question.

While it is impossible to know with any certainty just how many soldiers are still serving in
the military, it is clear that its ranks have been depleted by the ongoing conflict.

Kyaw Zeya, a former lieutenant colonel who ran in the 2020 election as a candidate for a
pro-military party, said he still regularly visits his old battalion and has seen for himself how
badly the current situation has affected it.

“A lot of manpower has been lost. The number of casualties is on the rise, and there are also
many more unauthorised absences and outright desertions,” he said.

He added that relations between the military and the rest of Myanmar society—something
he sought to improve as a politician—are also at an all-time low.

“This is the last chance for the Myanmar military to win the support of the people. If it can’t,
then there is no hope for our Tatmadaw,” he said.

This seems unlikely, however, given the revulsion that many have expressed towards the
junta’s excesses since it assumed power.

According to Zay Thu Aung, an air force captain who defected earlier this year, soldiers are
no longer welcome even in their hometowns due to the anger that many in the country feel
about the coup and its aftermath.

He said that before he left the military, some of his friends warned him to stay away from
his home village.

“They said, ‘If you come back, we will do something to you.” Some even said our friendship
was dead,” he told Myanmar Now.

The junta’s brutal attacks on rural communities
have eroded support for the military in
Myanmar’s heartland (Supplied)

“One of my military acquaintances is from Myaing
Township. The army set his entire village on fire.
Farmers’ betel plantations were burned to the
ground. Now even his relatives won’t speak to his
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immediate family anymore,” he added.
Bolstering the ranks

While rank-and-file soldiers try to keep a low profile (unlike in the past, most now avoid
wearing a uniform when not on duty), their leaders seem ever more anxious to lift their
spirits.

As more officers leave the ranks (including at least three lieutenant colonels who are known
to have defected), senior military figures have stepped up their visits to the various
battalions to call for—and enforce—unity.

On March 27, which is marked as Armed Forces Day by the military, Min Aung Hlaing made
the same appeal, in what was seen by many as further evidence of the junta’s fraying hold
over its own soldiers.

Even critics of the regime admit, however, that its collapse is not imminent. According to the
NUG’s deputy foreign minister, Moe Zaw Qo, this is more likely to happen gradually, as
support steadily erodes from within.

One factor that might contribute to the junta’s downfall, he said, was the failure of Myanma
Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL) to distribute its 2021 dividends on time. All soldiers are
required to invest in the military-owned conglomerate, but last year, they had to wait an
extra six months to receive their share of its profits.

Many in the military also resent having to buy insurance from a company owned by Min
Aung Hlaing’s son, according to Moe Zaw Oo.

“They have to pay premiums, but when they try to make claims, they are shelved
indefinitely,” he said.

“It just goes to show that the military system allows those in power to do as they please.
This will also hasten the army’s disintegration,” he added.

Meanwhile, to enhance its presence outside of major centres, the junta has been arming
militias to terrorise civilians in areas where support for resistance forces is especially strong.

According to the leaked minutes of a meeting held in Naypyitaw in February, Sagaing
Region’s chief minister, Myat Kyaw, reported that more than 2,000 firearms had been
distributed to 77 of these militias in his region alone.

In late March, Min Aung Hlaing also ordered the creation of a new “public security force”
that would recruit from among the ranks of the fire department and civil society
organisations such as the Myanmar Red Cross Society. This comes after his renewed push to
introduce a system of compulsory military service.

The junta has also resorted to even more desperate measures, such as arming the wives of
soldiers and assigning them to guard duty, to make up for the lack of fully trained troops.
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But with even elite military institutions such as the Defence Services Academy failing to
attract cadets, the regime appears to be facing an uphill struggle to reverse the military’s
decline.

No surrender

Meanwhile, young people around the country have been eagerly seeking military training in
areas under the control of EAOs. And many newly formed armed resistance groups now
fight alongside ethnic armies that have opposed Myanmar’s military for decades.

This development, which represents a growing threat to the junta, helps to explain its
sudden interest in peace talks with EAOs.

For most of the groups concerned, this is seen as little more than a cynical ploy that the
military has used—often with some success—many times in the past. This time, however, is
likely to be different, as few see any reason to make a deal with a faltering regime.

“They offer peace to one side so they can free up their troops to fight another. It’s not a
sincere offer that might actually lead to a political solution,” remarked Padoh Mahn Mahn,
the spokesperson for Brigade 5 of the Karen National Liberation Army, one of the groups
that have cooperated with anti-coup resistance forces.

“It is a call for surrender in the guise of peace. This is their old tactic,” he added.

As ties between the EAOs and the resistance grow stronger, and as the military’s internal
cohesion continues to weaken, surrender is not on the cards for opponents of the regime.
Indeed, many—including the NUG’s defence minister, Yee Mon—believe that now is the
time to intensify the revolution.

For Lin Htet Aung, another CDM army captain who believes that the days of Tatmadaw
supremacy are numbered, the writing is on the wall.

“They don’t say it out loud, but they know they are becoming very weak. The unity within
the army is gradually deteriorating, and they have no public support,” he said.

“It’s too late to fix it now,” he added. “It seems they will remain ignorant until the end.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/is-myanmars-military-becoming-a-spent-force

Future Remains Cloudy for Exiled Myanmar Journalists in Thailand

Teeranai Charuvastra

Bangkok Thailand

e BANGKOK — It has been more than a year since

- Myanmar’s military seized power in a putsch that sent
i thousands fleeing the country. Among them were scores
of media professionals who took up refuge here in
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Thailand.

Some have since moved on or resettled elsewhere, but others stayed in Thailand, living in
fear of police roundup or deportation back to Myanmar.

“Their long-term residential status is the biggest challenge of being exiled, regardless of
wherever they are,” longtime Myanmar journalist Aung Naing Soe, now living in Thailand,
said in an interview.

Several initiatives have been launched by media organizations in Thailand for the journalists
from Myanmar, providing them with financial and legal assistance so they can continue to
run their news operations here, or at least avoid run-ins with authorities.

Aung Naing Soe, however, who is familiar with the reporters in exile, said more could be
done.

“It will be helpful if there are any organizations helping them to get legal immigration status
by helping them to resettle in a third country then help them to get back to Thai-Myanmar
border legally,” he said. “Many undocumented exiled Myanmar journalists need a break and
they also need mental health assistance."

Not knowing who’s next

Thailand has been a major destination and transit point for those fleeing unrest in Myanmar
for decades. Last year’s coup brought a new wave of refugees, including journalists, though
observers say it is difficult to say how many are still in Thailand.

“Some left earlier on, say March 2021,” Johanna Son, who runs Reporting ASEAN, a website
that monitors civil rights developments in Myanmar and the region, said. “Others tried to
make it work, some found that it was not possible or wise to stay on and take their
chances."

Chavarong Limpattamapanee, president of the National Press Council of Thailand, estimated
that at least 180 media professionals who fled the 2021 coup are in Thailand, most of them
in the north, in border locations such as Mae Sot.

“And nearly all of them are very, very scared of being found or arrested,” he said.

Thailand is not a signatory to the U.N. Refugee Convention, which bars governments from
sending refugees to their home countries if they face threats to their life.

“Those who entered Thailand legally and want to stay face significant challenges in
maintaining legal status,” Phil Robertson, deputy director of Human Rights Watch’s Asia
Division, said. “While others who simply crossed the border face the threat of arrest for
illegal entry, and possible deportation, at any time.”

In May of last year, five Myanmar journalists working for the Democratic Voice of Burma, an
independent news organization in Chiang Mai, in the northern part of the country, were
arrested. Although they were later allowed to resettle elsewhere, the incident spread fear
among exiles.
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In April, five Vietnamese asylum seekers were arrested in Bangkok, despite holding U.N.
refugee status.

“The threat of harassment and detention by Thai police is always present, especially in
towns ... where the journalists have concentrated,” Robertson said.

Allies in the media

Against this backdrop of uncertainty, some organizations are helping Myanmar journalists
with financial and equipment aid, helping them navigate Thai visas, as well as helping them
depart to third countries, Robertson said.

One group is the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of Thailand, which collected money and
equipment for Myanmar journalists, some of whom had to abandon nearly everything when
they fled Myanmar.

“A little equipment and some funds go a long way for journalists that were forced to vacate
their newsrooms in cities and towns but still wanted to continue reporting from wherever
they are,” club president Panu Wongcha-um said.

The club also held exhibitions of the work of freelance Myanmar journalists, with proceeds
going directly to them.

“It is surprising how little some of these photographers get paid in light of the danger and
the importance to what they are documenting,” Panu said.

Chavarong, from the National Press Council, a network of Thai media agencies, said his
group held discussions with the local authorities to convince them not to arrest or deport
the journalists in hiding.

“We ask them not to be overzealous,” Chavarong said. “We explain to them that journalists
from Myanmar do not pose any threat to Thailand, that they are here to seek refuge for
their own safety.”

Looking ahead

There have been cases of Myanmar media professionals successfully resettling in other
countries. The exact number is kept under wraps by both the governments involved and the
U.N. Refugee Agency, due to the Thai sensitivities about the junta knowing just how many
refugees have gotten out to safety through Thailand, Robertson said.

“Those who have gone overseas have either done so because they were sent by their
network, like Democratic Voice of Burma,” he said, “or because they believe they can still
work as journalists reporting on Myanmar from there.”

What is certain, though, is that many media professionals have stayed behind to report on
Myanmar from Thailand for various reasons.

“While people continue to find ways to leave — not just journalists — many don’t necessarily
find the idea of moving to, say, the West, an appealing idea,” Reporting ASEAN’s Son, said.
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“Some are OK with it, but far from everyone is. Many also are hoping things will change so
they can go back. Many who stay, stay because they have family, sick relatives."

“Clearly, the time for exiled media is back, after just a decade,” she said, referring to
Myanmar’s previous period of junta rule.

Aung Naing Soe said many Myanmar journalists applied for resettlement in other countries
as they have no other option left for their safe and long-term legal residential status. But
still, many others decided to remain along the border or in Thailand.

“No one wants to flee Myanmar, and even [if] we had to flee, we still want to remain close
to our home,” he said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/future-remains-cloudy-for-exiled-myanmar-journalists-in-
thailand-/6562463.html

Sale of Myanmar Coup Leader’s Mansion Raises US$2 Million in Three Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 May 2022

Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) sale of the Yangon mansion of junta
chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has been embraced by the Myanmar people, who
bought shares worth USS2 million in the first three days of the residence going on sale.

Late last month, in an unprecedented move, the NUG’s Ministry of Planning and

Finance announced that it would reclaim houses and other properties acquired by junta
leaders, including Min Aung Hlaing, and sell shares in them to raise money for the ongoing
revolution against the military regime.

The NUG launched the scheme last Thursday, with the initial property on offer being coup
leader Min Aung Hlaing’s Yangon mansion, worth an estimated USS$30 million, in the Inya
Lake neighborhood of Yangon, the commercial capital’s most affluent area. The house at 14
Inya Road sits on a 1.86 acre (0.75 hectare) plot and the NUG’s ministry is offering it for
USS10 million, one-third of the market value.

Tin Tun Naing, the NUG’s Minister of Planning and Finance, said several share purchases
were quickly made after the property went on sale, with one individual buying shares worth
US$100,000.

Min Aung Hlaing’s Inya Lake Residence.

On Sunday, the minister said the NUG has raised USS2
million from the sale of the house in just 72 hours.

“With demand soaring by the hour, it won’t take long to
reach the target of USS10 million,” said Tin Tun Naing.

The residence, known as 14 Inya, used to be a military
guesthouse, commonly referred to as the ‘military

END OF DICTATORSHIP
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intelligence guesthouse’, where the generals received foreign diplomats and ethnic armed
organization leaders.

In the 1990s, former military spy chief Khin Nyunt liked to celebrate the Thingyan Water
Festival at the guesthouse, along with other senior members of the then junta and artists
and musicians.

Min Aung Hlaing took over 14 Inya after 2011, when he became the military’s commander in
chief.

In February, the NUG established a policy to review the property and land owned or
controlled by regime leaders and the defense and home affairs ministries, and to get them
back for the benefit of the Myanmar people.

The NUG has also called on the public to report all property seizures by the junta to its
Ministry of Home Affairs.

Since the coup, the junta has seized over 547 houses and other properties belonging to anti-
regime activists, journalists and those with alleged connections to the NUG, its
parliamentary committee and armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/sale-of-myanmar-coup-leaders-mansion-raises-
us2-million-in-three-days.html

PDF clashes with junta troops guarding mines in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

The troops were reportedly threatening nearby villages, prompting the PDF to engage.

By RFA Myanmar Service| 2022.05.09

An excavator works on a section of the
Letpadaung copper mine site in Sagaing region's
Salingyi township, in a file photo. RFA

Prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitaries clashed with junta security forces
guarding two Chinese-owned copper mine
projects over the weekend in the country’s war-
torn Sagaing region after the military attacked two villages in the area, PDF fighters said
Monday.

The fighting broke out on Sunday when junta troops, who had been sent to defend the
mines following threats by local PDF groups, entered the villages of Shwe Pan Khaing and
Thedaw Gyi in Sagaing’s Yinmarbin township, Myaunk Yamar PDF spokesman Ko Khant
told RFA’s Myanmar Service.

“It was a military security column guarding the Yangtse and Wanbao projects,” he said,
referring to the Chinese companies that operate the two mines in collaboration with the
military’s Myanmar Economic Holdings Limited (MEHL) company.
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“They left from Yinmarbin township on May 5 and spent the night in Wadan village and
Tal Bin Kan village, in [neighboring] Salingyi township. They then started an offensive
against Shwe Pan Khaing and Thedaw Gyi villages on the Yinmarbin township side.”

Ko Khant said that the PDF did not attack the troops guarding the copper mine projects
and only engaged with them after they began raiding the villages, adding that the fighting
had lasted for around four hours.

Last week, the junta vowed to defend the suspended copper mines, seen as a key source
of revenue for the military regime, after the PDF threatened to destroy them if owners
resume operations.

Following the military’s Feb. 1, 2021, coup, employees walked off the job to join the anti-
junta Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM), reducing the mines’ operating capacity by
more than 80 percent.

In early April, junta Foreign Minister Wunna Maung Lwin met with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in eastern China’s Anhui province in what analysts said signaled
Myanmar’s desire for deeper economic ties to its northern ally. Not long after the trip,
residents of Salingyi reported that workers were being called back to the mines to restart
the projects after more than a year of downtime, prompting threats from the PDF.

Sit Naing, spokesman for the Salingyi PDF, told RFA that his and other PDF groups “will
not attack them if they do not resume the projects.”

“We didn’t start the fight in this incident — they began using weapons to threaten
residents of nearby villages, telling them not to come close to the projects. It appears
that the projects are being restarted, given this kind of action.”

Sit Naing said that around 200 troops have been deployed to guard each project. At the
Wanbao mine, machine guns were positioned around the project targeting the villages,
he added.

“They have even fired 120-millimeter guns into the villages,” he said.

“Tensions between the junta troops and the PDF have been high for three days. The junta
forces fired three artillery shells at villages in Yinmarbin township last night.”

Sit Naing said the three shells had set fire to several houses and caused residents to flee,
but no one was hurt. Heavy artillery shelling was reported in other villages on Monday,
he said.

No official statement was released by the junta in connection with the clashes.

Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
about the clashes went unanswered on Monday.

Residents of the area where the copper projects are located have held daily protests
demanding that Beijing respect the wishes of the people of Myanmar by shutting them
down, and on April 25, nearly 560 prodemocracy groups sent an open letter to Chinese
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President Xi Jinping urging him to stop supporting the junta through the mines and other
China-backed development projects.

According to Myanmar’s Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies, 32 Chinese garment
factories were set on fire in the early months of the coup, while PDF attacks on Chinese
projects have damaged the water supply pipeline to one of the mines in Sagaing, as well
as a gas pipeline and nickel plant in Mandalay region.

Translated by Kyaw Min Htun. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/clashes-05092022214804.html|

Chinese Mining Giant Wanbao Fears Myanmar Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 May 2022

Chinese mining firm Wanbao has expressed “deep concerns” in response to threats from
resistance groups fighting Myanmar’s military regime.

In partnership with the military-owned Myanma Economic Holdings Ltd, Wanbao and its
two subsidiaries, Myanmar Wanbao Mining Copper Ltd. and Myanmar Yang Tse Copper Ltd.
run three copper mines — Letpadaung, Sabetaung and Kyesintaung — in Salingyi Township,
Sagaing Region.

Sixteen resistance groups from Salingyi and neighboring Yinmarbin in April warned the
mines to halt operations and called on miners to down tools and join the civil disobedience
movement (CDM) by May 5.

Following the warning, the regime has increased security at the mines and imposed tighter
restrictions on residents.

Wanbao is a subsidiary of the Chinese state-owned defense firm China North Industries
Corporation. In July 2021, the US sanctioned Wanbao Mining and its entities for supporting
Myanmar’s regime and has also banned the trade of copper from the mines on the London
Metal Exchange.

In a May 5 statement signed by deputy general manager Dong Shiyong of the copper mines,
the company said it is closely monitoring the situation for the safety of staff, their families,
contractors and the community.

“Many rumors, false assumptions and baseless accusations regarding our projects have
emerged recently and we are deeply concerned about the threats to our staff and their
families,” the statement said.

As Wanbao is attempting to resume mining after output has been restricted by striking
employees since last year’s coup, resistance groups said they will attack all sources of
funding for the dictatorship by any means.
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Junta soldiers were reportedly killed on May 4 when resistance groups carried out a mine
attack on three junta vehicles traveling to copper mines to enhance security.

This month, 558 revolutionary organizations sent an open letter to Chinese President Xi
Jinping, asking Beijing to respect the wishes of Myanmar’s people and not to support the
regime.

The letter warns that China’s continued support for the regime will prompt revolutionary
groups to target Chinese businesses in Myanmar while fueling anti-China sentiment.

“Those copper mines fund the regime to buy bullets to suppress the people. The projects
provide some of the largest sources of income for the regime. We have urged them not to
cooperate with the regime and if they continue they will become the primary target of
revolutionary groups,” said a leader of the strike committee in Monywa.

Wanbo in its statement says it has paid staff while the projects are suspended and has spent
large sums on health, education and environmental conservation in the region.

Those mines have long been a source of public fury for destroying the environment and
seizing people’s land. For many years, the Letpadaung copper mine has made headlines due
to land disputes and a series of violent crackdowns against anti-mine protesters.

“Residents have long opposed those projects. The Chinese company always says it is taking
measures to protect the environment. Wanbao cooperates with the regime and [the mines]
are a joint venture between Wanbao and the regime. Those mines make it possible for the
regime to commit violence against the people. So we will continue to work to crush any
business partnering with the regime,” said a leading member of the Monywa Strike
Committee.

A report by Publish What You Pay Australia — a coalition of 30 organizations campaigning
for transparency and accountability in the extractive industries — said Chinese-backed
mines were financially propping up the junta.

The report, How Chinese Mining Investment Funds Myanmar Military, released in
November last year, said the Chinese-run Letpadaung, Sabetaung, Kyesintaung and Tagaung
Taung mines in Sagaing paid an estimated US$725 million to the military during the 2020-21
financial year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/chinese-mining-giant-wanbao-fears-myanmar-
resistance-attacks.html

Junta Bars UN Special Envoy on Myanmar From ASEAN Meeting
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 May 2022

The UN Special Envoy for Myanmar was blocked by the country’s junta from attending a
meeting on humanitarian assistance for the Southeast Asian nation, which has been
devastated by last year’s military coup.
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on Friday held the meeting in Cambodia
to discuss plans to deliver aid to Myanmar. The regime was represented by its Minister for
International Cooperation Ko Ko Hlaing, the junta’s point man on provision of assistance to
Myanmar.

Absent from the meeting in Phnom Penh was Noeleen Heyzer, the UN Secretary General’s
Special Envoy for Myanmar.

According to the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar (SAC-M), a group of former UN
experts on Myanmar, and the group ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights, her
attendance was blocked by the junta.

“She was invited and then disinvited,” SAC-M said in a statement.

Heyzer was appointed as United Nations special envoy on Myanmar late last year to help
solve the Myanmar crisis and facilitate the provision of humanitarian assistance.

The reason she was banned from the meeting was not clear, but it appears likely the move
was prompted by her recent meetings with the parliamentary body of Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) and its relief and resettlement minister Dr Win Myat Aye
to discuss issues including humanitarian assistance for Myanmar.

The regime has branded the NUG as a terrorist organization. Even international diplomats
who mention the NUG are subject to junta condemnation.

When Malaysian Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Saifuddin Abdullah proposed that ASEAN
engage informally with the NUG to discuss how humanitarian aid can be distributed to the
people of Myanmar, the regime rejected the remark as “irresponsible and reckless”, and
warned Malaysian officials against contacting or supporting what it calls a “terrorist group”.

Heyzer has turned out to be the first international envoy to publicly engage with the NUG.
Her meetings came after ASEAN was condemned for its failure to make progress on its
peace plan for Myanmar. Despite the criticism, the bloc’s officials haven’t met with the
shadow government, while being pressed to do so.

Calling Heyzer a crucial actor, the NUG’s Foreign Ministry on Monday said her exclusion
from the meeting was yet another insult against the United Nations.

“The National Unity Government also extended its support to the UN envoy and expressed
its deep appreciation for her engagement with the National Unity Government and local
stakeholders on provision of ASEAN humanitarian assistance to Myanmar,” it said.

The outcomes of the consultative meeting in Phnom Penh included plans for the ASEAN
Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA Centre) to
deliver aid to areas identified by the Myanmar military junta and in coordination with the
junta.

The SAC-M condemned this as flouting fundamental humanitarian principles of humanity,
neutrality, impartiality and independence, saying it would advance the military objectives of
the Myanmar junta.
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The group said there are 14 million people in need of humanitarian assistance in Myanmar,
while an estimated 800,000 people are displaced inside the country. Most are seeking
refuge from the junta’s attacks in territory along Myanmar’s borders outside the junta’s
control. The junta refuses to permit cross-border aid into these areas.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-bars-un-special-envoy-on-myanmar-from-
asean-meeting.html

Myanmar’s 4 strongest ethnic armies reject junta invitation to peace talks

They say the shadow government and its paramilitary group must be present for
negotiations.

Reported by RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.09

Karen National Union soldiers in an undated photo.
KNU

Myanmar’s four most powerful ethnic armed
groups have rejected an olive branch from the
junta, saying there can be no peace talks until the
military regime allows the country’s shadow
government and the paramilitary group that
fights on its behalf to take a seat at the table.

On April 22, junta chief, Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, called for negotiations that he
promised to personally attend and gave the ethnic armies until Monday to accept the
offer. But the Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO), the Karen National Union (KNU),
the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) and the Chin National Front (CNF) all
rejected the invitation. They said that by not offering all stakeholders the chance to
participate, the junta showed it is unwilling to meet halfway.

“We recognize that political issues need to be addressed through a political dialogue,”
KIA information officer, Col. Naw Bu, told RFA’s Myanmar Service, when asked about the
decision not to register for the talks.

“We are not attending the meeting this time because it’s clear to us that we will not be
able to reach a point at which we can discuss real political issues.”

The four ethnic armies are Myanmar’s largest, most experienced and best equipped, and
together have accounted for some of the strongest resistance to military rule.

KNU spokesman Padoh Saw Tawney said that in addition to refusing to allow the shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) and the prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitary group to attend talks, the junta had failed to honor commitments it had
made to his and other ethnic armies, such as reducing its troop presence in their
territories in the country’s remote border regions.
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“If the talks are not held in an inclusive environment, the consequences will be
indescribable for the country,” he said.

The junta has rejected requests from ethnic leaders and the international community to
let the NUG and PDF participate in the talks. Min Aung Hlaing has repeatedly said that the
junta will not talk with “terrorists,” and vowed to continue to crack down on the groups.

Padoh Saw Tawney said that if the military has good intentions, it should “leave politics”
so that the rest of Myanmar’s stakeholders can form a federal democracy and begin the
process of rebuilding the country.

“We cannot go without these preconditions,” he said.

Other ethnic leaders, such as KNPP First Secretary Khu Daniel, told RFA that peace talks
without the NUG and PDF would be “meaningless,” and suggested that the junta peace
offer was part of a bid to create a schism within the armed opposition.

“The NUG formed political alliances with our ethnic groups,” he said. “The junta intends
to separate them from these groups. But without them, there will be no solution to this
problem.”

Khu Daniel acknowledged that some ethnic armies had agreed to join in negotiations but
noted that they have smaller forces and hadn’t made much headway in fighting against
the military.

“Our groups, which are really fighting, are not attending. So, nothing will come out of it,”
he said.

Armies that accepted

Myanmar's Commander in-Chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing (C) poses for a photo during the second
anniversary of the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) in Naypyidaw, in a file photo. Credit: Reuters

In addition to the KIA, KNU, KNPP, and CNF, the other
ethnic armies to reject the invitation were the All
Burma Students Democratic Front and the Lahu
Democratic Union — two of the 10 groups that have
signed a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) with the government since 2015.

The United Wa State Party, the Shan State Progressive Party, and the National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) have said they will attend the peace talks. So have the
Arakan State Liberation Party, the Shan State Rehabilitation Council, the Karen National
Peace Council, the Democratic Karen Army, the New Mon State Party, and the Pa-O
National Liberation Organization — all of which are members of the Peace Process
Steering Team (PPST) of NCA signatories.

The 10 groups that signed the NCA have suggested that the deal remains in place, despite
an already flailing peace process that was all but destroyed by the unpopular junta’s Feb.
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1, 2021, coup. Previously, all 10 said they would not pursue talks with the military, which
they view as having stolen power from the country’s democratically elected government.

PPST spokesman, Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt, said his group decided to accept the junta
invitation with the hope that it would lead to broader negotiations.

“It’s a start with the aim of finding a way to have inclusive talks,” he said. “We’ll try to
determine how to create such an inclusive political environment, even though we have
not yet held a political dialogue to build a federal democratic union.”

The three northern alliances — the Kokang National Democratic Alliance, the Ta'ang
National Liberation Army and the Arakan Army — have said they are still negotiating
among themselves over Min Aung Hlaing’s offer.

Speaking to RFA at the end of last week, junta deputy information minister, Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun, told RFA that “most” of the ethnic armed groups had accepted the
invitation.

On Monday, he said that “a total of nine groups” had confirmed they would attend talks
— NCA signatories Democratic Karen Army, Karen National Peace Council, Pa-O National
Liberation Organization, New Mon State Party, Arakan State Liberation Party, and Shan
State Rehabilitation Council; and non-signatories United Wa State Party, Shan State
Progressive Party, and National Democratic Alliance Army.

“Some groups have issued statements saying they will not attend, and we are waiting for
others to make their decision,” he said.

Zaw Min Tun said the junta is committed to pushing the peace process forward, adding
that it is willing to “openly discuss the establishment of a union based on democracy and
federalism.”

‘Effort to buy time’

Naing Htoo Aung, permanent secretary of the NUG’s Defense Ministry, said that 15
months after seizing power, the junta has led Myanmar to ruin, and its rule is in
jeopardy.

“The junta is not doing well militarily, politically, or economically ... so, | think they are
making a fake peace invitation as an effort to buy time,” he said.

“Unity among the revolutionary forces right now is unprecedented. That’s why [the
military] hopes to create misunderstanding between them.”

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe called the peace talks a “failure” because the four
strongest armed groups declined the junta’s invitation to attend.

“The main reason they did not take the offer was not that because they don’t want to
hold talks. What they want is a dialogue that leads to real peace,” he said.

“They are not attending because they don’t believe it is an invitation with a genuine
desire for peace. The trust has been shattered.”
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The military has made 12 invitations to the country’s armed ethnic groups since the
February 2021 coup, but the April offering marked the first time Min Aung Hlaing said he
would attend.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rejected-05092022194615.html

Myanmar Junta's Peace Talks in Disarray as Major Ethnic Armies Reject Invitations
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 May 2022

The Myanmar regime leader’s attempt to persuade the country’s ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) to join peace talks has turned out to be fruitless as the major groups
fighting against his army have officially rejected his peace offer.

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing late last month invited the leaders of all the country’s
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) for talks “to end armed conflict”.

Coming after a year of clashes with newly formed anti-regime resistance forces who have
been fighting along with ethnic armed groups to topple his regime, Min Aung Hlaing’s offer
of peace is, many believe, a pretext to persuade the armed groups to stay away from the
resistance forces.

On Monday, Myanmar’s oldest—and one of its most powerful—ethnic armed groups, the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), refused to attend the peace meeting, saying it is not
all-inclusive, becoming the latest EAO to boycott the talks. The regime has set Monday as
the deadline for EAOs to register for the talks.

“As the invitation for the talks is limited [in terms of participants] and not all-inclusive, we
believe they won’t bring sustainable peace or end armed conflict. The talks don’t create a
situation in which all stakeholders can take part, and we won’t join the meeting,” said a
statement released by the Karen National Union (KNU), the political wing of the KNLA.

The regime’s invitation to the talks excludes Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Force (PDF), who have been fighting along
with ethnic armed groups like the KNLA against the regime. Many people in Myanmar see
the NUG as their legitimate government and the PDF as their army.

The KNLA's refusal to join the meeting came a few days after another of Myanmar’s
powerful ethnic groups, the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), condemned the talks, citing
the meeting’s non-inclusiveness.

The KNU and KIA’s rejection of the talks can be seen as a big blow to the junta, because they
are among the country’s largest EAOs and have been fighting along with PDF groups in
Myanmar’s north, northwest and south.

Apart from them, ethnic Karenni armed group the Karenni Army (KA) and Chin armed group
the Chin National Army (CNA) also rejected the meeting. Like the KNU and KIA, both the
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Chin and Karenni armed groups are fighting along with PDFs in their areas of control in
Myanmar’s northwest and southeast.

A local analyst who has been studying armed conflicts in Myanmar said the rejections by
EAOs active in current battle zones mean there would be more fighting there, and expected
that Min Aung Hlaing’s peace process would achieve nothing.

“With the major players boycotting his peace talks, how could they be successful?” he said.

On Sunday, the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF) said it would not attend the
junta’s peace talks, either. The CNA, KA and ABSDF all said the talks’ limitation on
participants made them turn down the offer.

Myanmar has around 20 EAOs, of which only 10 have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement so far. The ABSDF, KNU and the CNA’s political wing, the Chin National Front
(CNF), are signatories but have opposed the regime since the coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-peace-talks-in-disarray-as-
major-ethnic-armies-reject-invitations.html

KIO Refuses To Join Naypyitaw Peace Talks
KNG | 7th May 2022

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) is
boycotting peace talks organised by the regime-
installed State Administration Council in Naypyitaw.

According to KIO’s spokesperson, Col Naw Bu, the
ethnic armed organisation (EAQ) decided not to
attend talks in the Southeast Asian nation’s capital
because the regime doesn’t want to negotiate and
has purposely failed to invite all of the relevant
stakeholders.

“In their invitation letter, they wrote ‘peace talks discussion’ and that they wanted ‘to make
a ceasefire’. However, discussions about a ceasefire are totally different from political
negotiations. They probably want the EAOs to surrender, and we won’t accept this.”

The spokesperson said to resolve the problems in Burma, they need to address the political
issues and everyone needs to be a part of this. “We will only attend an all inclusive meeting”
that prioritises the people’s desires.

A KIO statement brought up the same points, pointing out there’s no evidence in the
invitation letter of the regime’s commitment to “finding a political solution through political
negotiation”. The EAO has refused to take part unless they discuss ”politics and equality”.

Many people have praised the KIO for refusing to participate in SAC’s peace talk charade.
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During a speech on MRTV at the end of April, regime leader and army chief Snr Gen Min
Aung Hlaing promised to personally meet with two representatives from each of the EAOs
invited to the peace talks that were last scheduled for 9 May. However, the interim National
Unity Government and all of the People’s Defence Forces have been excluded from the
talks.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/07/kio-refuses-to-join-naypyitaw-peace-talks/

KNU turns down SAC chairman’s invitation to peace talk for being exclusive

PUBLISHED 9 MAY 2022

The sixth meeting of the KNU’s Central Standing
Committee in progress on November 8, 2018.

The Karen National Union issued a statement on
May 9 saying that it would not be able to attend
the peace talk invited by Chairman of the State
Administration Council Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing as it is not favourable for an inclusive
dialogue.

If we are truly willing for a genuine peace for our country, the participation of all
stakeholders desiring to build a future federal democratic union is necessary, the KNU said
in its statement.

The invitation for peace now, however, is limiting the participation of all stakeholders, and
will result only in an unsuccessful endeavor to obtain a genuine peace and effectively ending
armed conflict.

The current situation caused widespread combats and attacks across the country, and thus,
led to humanitarian crisis. Therefore, upcoming dialogue with the military council, as of
now, should be conducted on the basis of allowing humanitarian assistance and emergency
relief only.

Building trust, being an essential matter in dialogue for peace, is necessary to prioritize the
people, and therefore, stop all the activities such as combating, violent attack, arrest,
atrocities, burning villages, shelling and air-bombardment that create the conflict and
instability, the statement pointed out.

III

Through “political will”, the new arrangement for peace and political dialogue should be
conducted among dialogue partners and seeking for the solution to end the conflict
peacefully, solving the historically deeply rooted political problems, ending military
dictatorship, leaving the Tatmadaw’s role from politics and accepting transitional justice,
recognizing mutual respect, valuing equality, and willingness to negotiate with equality,
farness, truth, and dignity and so on. These shared valued should be prioritized, and
moreover, at the different level of dialogues, the role of international involvement as
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observers, facilitators, witnesses, and the role to provide technical assistance and resources
must be allowed.

As our country is inhabited by diverse ethnicities and different religious groups, there are
diversity in terms of language, religious belief and customs, and different geography and
location, the KNU therefore believe that a just and genuine peace can only be achieved by
systematically and practically implementing democratic culture, division of power and
freedom and freedom and self-determination, the statement added.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/knu-turns-down-sac-chairmans-invitation-to-peace-talk-
for-being-exclusive

KNU reports more than 500 clashes in its territory in April
The group also claims that it killed more than 350 regime troops last month
Nyein Swe | Published on May 9, 2022

A member of the Karen National Liberation Army is seen
during a ceremony marking Karen Revolution Day in 2019
(EPA/EFE)

The Karen National Union (KNU) says that troops under
its command engaged in more than 500 clashes with
regime forces last month.

In a statement released on Saturday, the group said that most of the fighting took place in
territory controlled by Karen National Liberation Army brigades 5 and 6 in Hpapun (Mutraw)
and Dooplaya districts, respectively.

At least 356 junta forces, including members of Border Guard Forces, were killed in these
battles, and another 194 were injured, the statement claimed.

KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Tee Nee told Myanmar Now on Sunday that much of the
fighting was initiated by the group as it continued to push back against a large-scale junta
offensive.

“They declared that they would take back control of these lands before the rainy season
through major operations, but judging by the number of casualties on their side, we can say
for sure that they will never succeed,” he said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm the number of clashes or casualties in
KNU-controlled territory—which includes parts of Bago and Tanintharyi regions, as well as
areas of Karen and Mon states—in April, and the regime does not supply these figures.

However, leaked records from Mingaladon Military Hospital in Yangon showed that there
has been a significant increase in the number of soldiers, including officers, receiving
treatment there since last month.
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One record posted to Facebook and dated April 23 indicated that more than 30 junta
personnel had been admitted to the hospital on that day alone.

Referring to another leaked document—a military order instructing soldiers to be on the
defensive during the coming rainy season—Pado Saw Taw Nee said it was a further
indication of the regime’s weakened position.

“That order confirms our view that the military is failing. They’'ve had to fall back to a
defensive posture because their offensive operations have failed,” he said.

The KNU has managed to maintain control over its territories despite the military’s use of
heavy weapons and airstrikes.

Earlier this month, the regime started carrying out aerial attacks in Mon State’s Bilin
Township after the Karen National Defence Organisation, another armed wing of the
KNU, ordered junta troops to abandon two bases there.

More than 10,000 local residents have been displaced by the hostilities in Bilin, according to
the KNU.

Meanwhile, the KNU spokesperson reiterated the group’s position that it would not join
peace talks proposed by the regime’s leader, Min Aung Hlaing, last month.

“We have already said that our goal is to eradicate the military dictatorship, so now is not
the time for political negotiations,” said Padoh Saw Taw Nee.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/knu-reports-more-than-500-clashes-in-its-
territory-in-april

Military Council Responds to Loss of its Army Base with Multiple Airstrikes

The military-appointed State Administration Council responded to the capture of one of
its strategically important camps to Karen and its allies with multiple airstrikes.

Karen News | May 9, 2022
Photo: KNU Mutraw News

The camp is strategically located in the Karen National
Union’s Brigade 5, Mutraw (Hpa-pun) District. The
military council sent jet fighters to run at least 10
bombing missions over Day Bu Noh and Thay Ka Hta
villages, Lu Thaw Township, Mutraw District.

KNU reported village houses were damaged, but fortunately there were no casualties.
The overrun of its strategic base, deep in KNU territory, was regarded as demoralizing for
Burma Army ground troops and the Burma Army hit back with the air attacks.

The Burma Army base, located on the bank of the Salween River, was taken by Karen
National Liberation Army and its allies on 28 April, the Military Council responded with
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airstrikes, and on May 1, International Workers’ Day, witnesses said fighter jets made
repeated bombing raids, “at least 10 and drones were also seen in the area.”

On May 1st, Light Infantry Battalion 408, based in Mutraw village fired three artillery rounds
of 81-MM at Mae Nyu Hta village, Bu Tho Township, Mutraw District. The bombardment
destroyed barns, a rice mill and turned 90 baskets of paddy to ash — there were no
casualties.

Photo: KNU Mutraw News

He shelling by the Burma Army was in response to allied forces —
the Burmese People’s Liberation Army (BPLA) including the KNLA
— seizing the Kyout Nyat camp where Burma Army Battalion 434
resided. Burma Army used fighter jets to attack Mae Nu Hta
village, causing civilians to run for safety.

On May 1, the Burma Military’s airstrikes destroyed 10 houses in
Lay Kay village, Bee Lin Township (Brigade 1) of the KNU Thaton
District.

A notice issued by the Karen National Defense Organization’s
(KNDO) Battallon 2 Headquarters warned the Border Guard Force (BGF) and Burma army
camps in Lay Kay and Win Tar Pin villages to leave the area by April 2. The Military Council
ignored the warning and responded with airstrikes in KNU Brigade 1 territory.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/military-council-responds-to-loss-of-its-army-base-with-
multiple-airstrikes/

Military Tensions Rise in Western Myanmar as Arakan Army Chief Warns Regime
By AGGA AUNG | 9 May 2022

Major-General Tun Myat Naing, chief of the powerful ethnic armed organization (EAQ) the

Arakan Army (AA) based in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State, has issued a public warning

to the head of the Myanmar military’s Western Command, raising the prospect of renewed
fighting in Rakhine.

“Htin Latt Oo, don’t go too far. You have been irritating. | won’t give a shit about peace [if
you carry on]. | will come to your place and crush it,” wrote the AA chief on his Twitter on
May 7. Major General Htin Latt Oo is the head of the Western Command, which oversees
Rakhine State.

In response to the AA chief’s warning, ethnic affairs analyst U Maung Maung Soe wrote on
his Facebook “I hear a loud thunder from Rakhine.”

It is still unclear why the AA chief has issued such a strong statement. Rakhine is currently
largely stable and peaceful, compared to other parts of the country, but sources in Rakhine
say the situation could change quickly.
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Behind the curtain in Rakhine State

The AA and the Myanmar military were once bitter enemies. Established in 2009, the AA has
been fighting the military in Rakhine State since 2015 for self-determination for ethnic
Rakhine [also known as Arakan] people. It enjoys the support of the Rakhine population and
inflicted huge casualties on government forces in Rakhine and neighboring Chin State, until
an informal ceasefire was agreed in late 2020.

At an October 2019 press conference, then military spokesperson [and current junta
spokesperson] Major-General Zaw Min Tun admitted that it is hard to fight the AA. “I have
never seen a cowardly and cunning group like the AA among the EAOs that have emerged
since independence,” he said. The Maj-Gen’s choice of words was controversial, but it
revealed the military’s feeling of powerlessness towards the AA.

When the Union Election Commission decided to cancel the 2020 general election in many
parts of Rakhine State due to instability, military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
played the situation to his advantage and offered the army’s help to stage the election,
which led to an informal ceasefire with the AA that ended two years of intense fighting.

With the involvement of Nippon Foundation chairman Yohei Sasakawa, the military and the
AA reached a gentlemen’s agreement to stop the clashes.

However, since last year’s coup the Myanmar military has been overwhelmed with the
armed resistance that has erupted in many parts of the country, and so has had no time to
deal with the AA.

The military’s struggle provided an opportunity for the AA. Since the coup, the United
League of Arakan, the AA’s political wing, has established a parallel administration in
Rakhine State with its own judiciary, revenue department, public security offices and other
governmental institutions.

Maj-Gen Htin Latt Oo, the head of the military’s Western Command based in Ann Township,
may have felt insulted by the AA’s growing influence.

The junta has attempted to counteract the AA, with regime troops inspecting villages and
tightening security checks on roads and in towns. The regime has once again started
detaining and interrogating people it suspects of having ties to the AA, something it has not
done since the 2020 ceasefire. Those inspections and arrests surged around mid-April.

Even before Maj-Gen Tun Myat Naing issued his strong warning, military tensions were
rising in Rakhine because of the junta’s actions, said Rakhine politicians.

In early April, the AA’s spokesperson Khaing Thukha called on the regime not to interfere in
its administration in Rakhine, saying that will spark an armed conflict. He then told an online
press conference: “Tensions are rising between the Myanmar military and the Rakhine
people’s authority led by the AA. We have been talking through intermediaries to ease
tensions and avoid confrontation.
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“But if the junta continues to interfere, we can’t guarantee peace. So the regime needs to
be careful,” he added.

Not only the AA chief, but its troops on the ground cannot put up with the regime, said
sources close to the AA.

The junta, which is struggling against the People’s Defense Forces (PDF) in many parts of the
country, will not want to open a new front in Rakhine State, said analysts.

An exhausted regime changes its tune

In response to Maj-Gen Tun Myat Naing’s warning, junta spokesperson Maj-Gen Zaw Min
Tun told the BBC that the regime does not want to fight the AA.

In the interview, he urged the AA chief to talk with Min Aung Hlaing when he meets the
junta leader in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. Min Aung Hlaing has called for face-to-face
peace talks with the leaders of EAOs. Several EAOs, including powerful ones like the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and the Karen National Liberation Army, have said publicly they
won’t join the talks.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun’s change of tone is in stark contrast to his remarks on the AA two
years ago. Military analysts said that the army might be upset, and that it might only be
tolerating the AA’s stance because it is doing badly in the conflicts elsewhere in the country
and because of the junta chief’s proposal of peace talks.

Military analysts believe the regime will fight a war against the AA if it can gain the upper
hand against the PDFs. But there is also the possibility that fresh fighting could break out
before then, they added.

AA chief tries to kill two birds with one stone

Maj-Gen Tun Myat Naing’s interviews and social media posts show that he does not have a
tendency to make rash statements.

His recent challenge came as a bomb that has been detonated in timely fashion. The regime
has called on the EAOs to reply by May 9 as to whether they will attend the peace talks
offered by Min Aung Hlaing.

The AA has not yet responded to the regime’s proposal, and Maj-Gen Tun Myat Naing’s
warning came a day after the KIA rejected the talks.

The AA chief’s warning means that he shares the same view as the KIA, and that he is trying
to deter junta activities in Rakhine. “The challenge is another insult to the Western
Command chief,” said an observer.

If the military regime does fight a war in Rakhine, it will likely be a suicide mission for its
troops. But if it does not fight, the junta will only be able to watch helplessly as the AA
further expands its influence in Rakhine State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/military-tensions-rise-in-western-myanmar-
as-arakan-army-chief-warns-regime.html
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Late-night fire at IDP camp in Rakhine State destroys over 200 huts

PUBLISHED 9 MAY 2022

A fire broke out at the Maha Muni refugee camp in Rakhine
State last night burning down more than 200 huts, said one
of the camp officials, Tun Tha Sein.

He said the fire that started at about 1 am on May 9 had
been caused by negligence based on initial investigation.

“Inside the camp, all the hurts are closely built. As the fire
broke out at about 1 am, the people were asleep. There was no help because the fire broke
out at late night,” Tun Tha Sein commented.

The camp has 1,799 internally displaced persons in 432 huts. The fire destroyed 262 huts
leaving 1,073 people homeless.

No one was hurt but the fire victims are in urgent need of food.

“Currently, they are in need of food. Huts will be built for them later. Now they need basic
food such as rice, cooking oil and salt,” he added.

The Maha Muni IDP camp is receiving aid from the ICRC, which has yet to send any aid since
the fire broke out. Those living in the camp are mostly from the villages of Shwethe,
Myauktaung, Thazi, Alwekyan and Kyaukpyinsu after they have been displaced by fighting.

On March 17, 2021 also, a fire at the Teinnyo IDP camp in Mrauk-U Township destroyed
over 660 huts.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/late-night-fire-at-idp-camp-in-rakhine-state-destroys-
over-200-huts
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