PEACE Info (May 4-5, 2022)

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Passes Police Law for its Controlled Areas
Myanmar Shadow Govt to Sell Shares in Junta Chief’s Residence for $100 Each
Myanmar Junta Burn Over 1,300 Houses in Four Days in Northwest
Resistance Battles Heavy Myanmar Junta Assaults in Sagaing
Junta forces kill 20 civilians in one day in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Myanmar military incinerates entire village in southern Kalay
Myanmar soldiers execute nine IDPs sheltering at Sagaing meditation centre
Myanmar Junta Forces Shoot Dead Five Resistance Fighters in Mandalay
Resistance force claims major junta casualties in guerrilla attacks in central Myanmar’s Yaw
region
Interview: ‘Il couldn’t go on working for them,' says Myanmar military nurse
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawsuit makes difficult for ASEAN special envoy to meet her: SAC’s
spokesperson
Why Won’t Myanmar’s Junta Let Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Meet Foreign Diplomats?
Myanmar Junta Cancels Chinese-Backed Solar Power Projects
Is the US Senate Republican leader genuine about his support for Burma?
US Drug and Arms Arrests Smear Myanmar Ethnic Armed Organization
Myanmar refugees face arbitrary arrest and alleged extortion
NGO: Video shows Thai military destroying footbridge used by Myanmar refugees
KIA Spurns Myanmar Junta’s Invitation to Join Peace Talks
Junta Shelling Kills Restaurant Owner And Customer In Hpakant Township
KBC Helps Displaced Villagers Move Camps In Tanai
Military carries out airstrikes on KNU territory in Mon State
Over 1,000 locals displaced as junta troops clash with KNLA in Mon State’s Kyaikto Twsp
Burma Army’s Militia, the Border Guard, Forcibly Detained 100 Civilians — Villagers Now Fear
Forced Conscription or Use as Military Porters
Youths Forced To Drive Soldiers Killed In Northern Shan State Ambush
Burma Army Abducts Villagers From Southern Shan State
PDF $:8:505e[agp: 220305 {Gpdopejondg poes” CRPH [35&:
oC C C [of N N C @ C C C C @ _O
BE:qE:om:6070086q:329 6038, :601E:[8: codsdmbsoEes[Bad NUG el
C (o C _¢C C N\ C N\ C C ce C (o
00$0OI0RC: PDF 000 C:000¢, |0 SMPE.ORI OOSONCOOD0IN: 2,000 6OYP
coadiop NUG 00od[G$
C C Q C [of C C
cploblefon], eege:eonC\P:?eq:eﬁ OQ:EO:QIOO 20 I
o o C C Co C C ° [of C
0gp[S|$05¢> 0demmEBOE[NE 6308 0000 8§, AYO>E[G:e
meoo:@l:?os ﬂ):(‘ég}:nc?: 03055} 0deomESMNO Gooafesgqpa I oao%@cﬁq_p:
QC C [o] C c
a36:80p0:q 807 PDF - Kalay c0od[0$
o C C C C C C Q@ O C
meoa:@lﬁoam 0OCIEFRIR) CIOCANCIEMP M VYI0E$
cro C [o] C . C (o CO o C C N\ C
GEY)CE[:?OD 0qggPY 27 Revolution Forces 0000942 OCD:3€) | COM$MSLILS
QP[:a0:g)e
C \[.O, cC O [o] C C o C [of O CO Co Q C Q
eooocoabﬁoog QOPQ, OOSONCOVUNIDOI$: o?m:gmaquz o: | 02 Q[OD0:
C C C CN € Q C C o
2F1={avHleple Eocoa PDF 020¢0C §) D2 OOD059§)
o Q C C o C C cC _¢C C C o C cc
©I:00$,6320, OOSONCOOOM COMSMFE DOVIIY), qoooowoa@c;
[of cCro C O C (o C QO CO Co C C o
0$:00E[§|$05§ PDF 00608$:0068 03058058q[8: comdsadaag) olag:

Q C
c800C

o

Page 1 of 106



o C O CN\ o o CcCo C Q o [@ C
0&:0060305g0p¢ 0deoNEENDMm §) Breanad:(d: agpaalpizadepq
C C [og co [l [of Q o C (o
qE0pd: 0660MESMOFOE 090 $:0: c08d:0p NUG cpdd[gs
[o C [of Cc C C C C [og Cc\ o C Cc o
003909 22[M6:00500805 A ee[mNE 22[GEmad:dpdoy 00 Jo emPeo
"1 Billion &3¢¢ cdecnad0lorwd”
vecogp:SEEfeieqzosod:el e[padgd NUG [03)sd
Q C N C o0 oC C Q o C o
M§203M303320305 NUG §, 005808, 6600:4p:32835[OIg|0d 3208803006
[o T [o [og [og C [o ’]C o ﬁ oC C o
m$eglom 00 w§:eEeapl:gepd 0deslC:canieicsadd owdupadarqp:(op:
FNSBLITIRMPWISE esleanEso§:p(mpd ey sdeapics:gtas
[~] (o C [o o T c oc¢ ocC o C C
megrB:om:08[3:q)d comt:adpsaedl 2pqEBEesg]S[gd0 0900
RPN pom elopt:{dh
[of C Q @ o OO0OC N (o [og co C C C
[6$r0poomigi€ionsngzamzand snadudpdSieagieg:q [§$e0de0mES cmdeapadopd
o C [of C o [og C C oOC oC C C
20P:DNLS ai@c:@c‘, E@m@mjoz’amg: WDC:DEROLRD
oC o N o o C o cocC C QOC o C C [og [og
BE:qEzamza@ gp: O]IEDPIGP:ad 0HSEMEaNmd pdSE:ea0EQded[sde[nE:
§?m8(‘§§ GEDE(mZ C o _C o] N (o] C
00eomEBD papg [86:q6:e6 Bodeslond EAO 229 309, [cE:
o _C [of [og c _oc¢C o C C N C C (o
35| Op:[3:eleznE el [BE:qb:eqzeag:eg:Q ©O0MDLY KIO cpod[0$
0deomEBPGHCecn d6nd EAO 9 §, 2200:3200: 3260501000600
OC C \NO _C C C [~] coC N
B&:q/6:cq: eagieg:980desly mUdeamad adtedlad§End
o _C ° NN O C O O
DKBA 8c500d:329a3 KNDO oad[go3|sd
(o o C ce C Coe o c °
©:050p¢ 22q0:56: DMA[B:BeSe8d:
BGF &l 08:88:[5¢:8qa0p) e300dgpam:gp: 0demmED0p05 cllomza(gd
Qeamni[glidq
o C ° C Q [og CcC o C C @ 0 _C C [o
o&:eqPesang 630832q0a0: 00 3:8§, 06607ESME ¥6:a8:§0d§H[GE
[dé:co§sabepad
KNU o0, 8 orgccz e@oas’aogcc:: 0305@ Q00 eo?_lgogcc: 00c0MmED Joo $:(3]:<§cf: KNLA Q
[~] °
SUR(ECE
o oC o C [og o _CN\ C [o oC [og
[ 22€:886[03:[§| 5050 €:03059 coqrgpar: | 500 emp 0de(g:addieqpt
comi sonélop:m 0degpEodeantiemyp m:$6§oze eqzed] B2bes
02:8l:-0006:c06:09E: 0deoNESodejoPE: o qod[ [1p:[80d B580HS 0dc0oMES
b Jo co0adioad
[og ocC o C CcCo C [og [o O \ o ocC
c€eomaEaat 0demEEMOMm 0dFaEem:03:9), 6308qp: §:86
q3E[dp2905g oderegpap: dopliodes
C [of C o [~] C o C [o [og C C
§6:00066055009€1 8§:g08MHE$E [0S 0pda0dgHe
o ocC (o Q [og [og C [og C _O O _CN [og (o
dedlesanl §Eusgead: 06607mEEO$E MNDAA 03603 AB0dQ[GE08
C [og [og co o [o C o Qo [o o C [~] o
@SOWO0RC DOSHMNCONN:INY TNLA 008001 002008 O RS 0OIMDOPCLO | P362080:s
Clo C O CN N C C C [~ Cc O o
0800|8053z 0o edlomagognionpd Qéancdd JB: oppdcdensad:
C C o O _CN\ [og C C o C
26060§E TNLA [03p: 0305Q3203E: comd$md[03:0866€) CSSU
HE:6q:0:329 0E06]: 2a0lz20E géiopcudsdd: conad:3[d:
C C OoC N C [o C [} C [og [o [og
LMH$MIERE 220p5:9p:326 5[0 32q0gP:03 Z2Z2RWOL a:cnEEeda$$E
C C [og cC C C N (o C [og
2200 OODOVOYOIYP: CVIPPF[E:q$ CSSU d[0s
C ClO C [of OCTle o cC O C C [og C
316:[gomopd[S|$u50¢ e5336[50E:3209€:§ cudc0BLMedle cgayd 00E .9

2B$:0058:§ BS:g|gp: B6:5005:089

o)

o]

D

Page 2 of 106



Myanmar’s Civilian Government Passes Police Law for its Controlled Areas
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

The legislative body of Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) has enacted
its People’s Police Force Law to regulate law enforcement in areas controlled by resistance
forces.

The legislative body, known as the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH),
represents National League for Democracy parliamentarians ousted in the 2021 coup.
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw means Union Parliament.

Under the law, the People’s Police Force will soon be established under the civilian Ministry
of Home Affairs and Immigration.

The civilian home affairs and immigration minister U Lwin Ko Latt said: “After we form the
police force, we will be able to upgrade law enforcement from accepting complaints to
prosecuting.”

The ministry has so far received more than 400 complaints about junta atrocities against
civilians.

The CRPH said the law will take legal action against the military leaders who seized power
illegally, expose the crimes committed by the regime against civilians and punish the
perpetrators and those who misappropriate resources during military rule.

Under the law, police are required to work with the civil administration to prevent crime.
The law aims to build a police force that is trusted, respected and relied upon by all
ethnicities.

The NUG has primarily installed interim parallel administrations in Sagaing and Magwe
regions. The police, people’s administration and justice ministry of the NUG will work
together for law enforcement, the shadow government said.

Interim administrations are operating in Indaw, Kyunhla, Wuntho, Katha, Tigyaing, Kanbalu,
Banmauk, Pinlebu and Kawlin townships in Sagaing Region and are being expanded to 19
other townships in Sagaing. Six townships have parallel administrations in Magwe Region,
according to the NUG’s home affairs ministry.

The NUG’s Ministry of Justice has formed judicial systems in those townships. On April 30,
the ministry held a virtual meeting with judges from the 17 townships to discuss the
administering of justice.

The People’s Police Force will be formed with striking police officers, those who retired
before the coup and civilian volunteers.

The NUG recently said 2,937 striking police officers were working with its ministry, and
hundreds more officers who have not joined the civil disobedience movement (CDM) but
are assisting the NUG.
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Among striking police officers cooperating with the NUG are two majors, 12 captains, 44
lieutenant and 82 second lieutenants, the civilian government claimed.

More than 6,000 police officers have joined the CDM since the coup, according to groups
helping those on strike.

Police forces have been formed from striking officers in Kale Township in Sagaing Region
and Gangaw District in Magwe Region since December 2021. They work in cooperation with
the NUG. In Kayah State, the Karenni State Police has been formed independently of the
NUG.

Under the People’s Police Force Law, officers are required to follow the federal charter,
human rights norms and respect the customs and traditions of ethnic minorities.

The law bars racial discrimination, torturing prisoners and criminals, abuse of power, and
looting and damaging possessions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-passes-police-
law-for-its-controlled-areas.html

Myanmar Shadow Govt to Sell Shares in Junta Chief’s Residence for $100 Each
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) said on Thursday that it would sell
shares in the Inya Lake residence of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing for USS100 each.

The residence, known as 14 Inya and located at No. 14 Inya Road in an affluent
neighborhood in Yangon, used to be a military guesthouse, commonly referred to as the
“military intelligence guesthouse”, where military leaders received foreign diplomats and
ethnic armed organization leaders.

In his heyday as the military spy chief in the 1990s, ex-general Khin Nyunt would celebrate
Thingyan, the water festival that marks Myanmar’s New Year, at the guesthouse together
with military leaders and artists.

But since becoming military chief in 2011, Min Aung Hlaing has made the guesthouse his
own mansion.

NUG Planning, Finance and Investment Minister U Tin Tun Naing said he would later
announce the date on which the mansion will be officially put on sale, and a list of agents
worldwide who can be contacted about purchasing shares. The ministry said in its
announcement that those interested can buy shares from their closest international agent.

The residence sits in a compound measuring 1.86 acres (0.75 hectares) and is worth USS30
million at market rates. However, the NUG will sell 100,000 shares for only $10 million, or
one-third of the market value, according to the announcement.
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To gauge potential interest in the sale, the ministry surveyed 18,000 individuals over six
days. Of the respondents, 97 percent said they would buy shares in the mansion, offering a
total amount of $17 million.

Around the end of April, the NUG announced its plan to sell the junta chief’s residence to
raise funds for the revolution against his regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-shadow-govt-to-sell-shares-in-junta-
chiefs-residence-for-100-each.html

Myanmar Junta Burn Over 1,300 Houses in Four Days in Northwest
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

More than 1,300 houses were razed by Myanmar junta arson attacks in villages in Ayadaw,
Shwebo and Khin-U townships in Sagaing Region from April 29 to May 2, with thousands
fleeing from their homes.

One village in Ayadaw and Khin-U and two villages in Shwebo were torched by junta soldiers
and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militias, who reportedly shelled the villages before setting the
houses on fire.

Around 200 junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia fighters raided Ma Lae Tha and Kan Yin
villages in Ayadaw on May 2 and torched houses in Ma Lae Tha.

“There was no fighting between them and the PDF [people’s defense forces] but they
torched houses anyway. Almost all the houses in the village were burned. All the villagers
fled on May 2,” said a Ma Lae Tha villager, who saw his village the following day.

Houses razed by junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee militias
in Khin-U. / Khin-U Information

Ma Lae Tha is at the border of Ayadaw and Myinmu
townships and has more than 1,000 households. Some
700 houses were reportedly burned down. Resistance
groups attacked junta troops but were outnumbered
and outgunned and had to withdraw, said a member of
the People’s Guerillas Commando in Myinmu.

Junta troops raided Ma Lae Tha and Kan Yin villages in Ayadaw and Padat Dine village in
Myinmu in October and December last year. At least 10 civilians were killed in Padat Dine in
regime air strikes, according to Ayadaw Information, an anti-regime group documenting
clashes.

Some 300 junta troops from Light Infantry Battalion 216 and Pyu Saw Htee militias deployed
at Khun Taung Gyi village in Shwebo torched houses in Kyar village from April 29 to May 1.
More than 340 houses, including a monastery, were razed to the ground.
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Kyar village is at the border of Shwebo and Khin-U townships with around 1,500 households.
Junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee looted valuables before setting the houses on fire, said
residents.

Houses razed by junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee
militias in Khin-U. / Khin-U Information

“We heard loud bangs on April 29 and they came,
firing their guns. We fled. Some hid in forests and
some are staying with relatives,” said a Kyar villager.

In Htan Pin Kaung village more than 40 houses were
destroyed. They then raided Nyaungbintha where

I they clashed with resistance forces, according to
resistance group Night Hunter LPDF.

“They raided Kyar because they thought there were resistance forces there. We fought with
other resistance groups when they attacked Nyaungbintha and they withdrew. They
suffered casualties,” said Bo Ye Khaung of Night Hunter LPDF.

Some resistance fighters who entered the village to carry out rescue work following the
fighting were killed by junta artillery strikes, he said.

A 40-year-old man was killed when around 100 junta troops raided Inpat village in Khin-U
Township on May 2. More than 300 houses were burned in the village which has over 500
households. It was the fifth attack on Inpat, according to the Khin-U Support Organization.

“We put out the fire in Inpat on May 3. But 305 houses, 10 cattle, water pumps, 20
harvesters, 40 motorbikes and bicycles were lost on May 2,” said a member of the Khin-U
Support Organization.

Houses razed by junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee militias

& Biisoort:0iCiospreq:
; = Tolg in Khin-U. / Khin-U Information

More than 4,000 villagers from four villages, including
some 2,000 from Inpat alone, in Khin-U were forced to
flee their homes on May 2.

More than 10,000 people have been displaced by junta
g @ -.-/,-- raids in Khin-U, forcing resistance groups to carry out

rescue and relief work.

“We could not repulse the troops because of superior numbers and weapons. So we can
only provide rescue and relief. We are rescuing the elderly, women and children where
possible,” said Bo Ye Khaung.

Resistance groups from Shwebo have rescued six civilians, including women and children
injured by artillery strikes and provided medical treatment, following instructions from
striking health staff.
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Resistance Battles Heavy Myanmar Junta Assaults in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 May 2022

Fighting between Myanmar’s junta troops and resistance forces has lasted for a week in
southern Kale, Sagaing Region.

Clashes broke out on April 27 near the village of Ashae Si. Junta troops reportedly shelled
the village the whole night on April 30. On May 1, around 200 junta troops raided the village
and torched houses, said Ko Ei Soe from Kale Township People’s Defense Force (PDF).

“The regime attacked Ashae Si and shelled the village the whole night and the PDF defended
the village. They had to withdraw after junta troops continuously fired artillery. As soon as
junta soldiers entered the village, they torched houses,” he said.

Regime troops suffered heavy casualties when they clashed with PDFs near Ashae Si last
year and junta troops attacked again in retaliation, according to the Kale PDF.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

The coalition of PDFs from Kale, the Chinland Defense Force in Kale, Kabaw and Gangaw,
Ranger Kale Defense Force, Chin Nationalities Defense Force and other resistance groups
clashed through the day with junta troops on May 1.

While fighting resistance forces in Ashae Si, junta troops continuously fired artillery at Yay
Shin and Nwar villages.

A 15-year-old girl was killed and a 10-year-old girl seriously wounded by artillery in Yay Shin.

On May 2, junta troops fired artillery at Sha Poe. Around 300 junta soldiers advanced on Sha
Poe at noon. They were intercepted by resistance forces and the two sides engaged in fierce
fighting until the evening.

Junta troops suffered heavy casualties and weapons and ammunition were seized, said Kale
PDF. Some resistance fighters were injured by artillery, said the group.

Regime troops and resistance forces clashed around Ashae Si, Doe Nwe, Kyaukgu and Sha
Poe villages on Tuesday and the regime reportedly used helicopters.

“Junta troops fired artillery since this morning indiscriminately. They attacked with two
helicopters near Sha Poe at noon,” said Ko Ei Soe of Kale PDF on Tuesday.

When fighting broke out near Ashae Si and Doe Nwe on April 27, villagers fled across the
Myittha River over a small bamboo bridge. Seven villagers, including children, were swept
away when the crowded bridge collapsed.
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Neighboring villagers have also fled the clashes. The PDF Kale on April 28 warned people not
to travel on the Kale-Gangaw road until further notice as more fighting is expected.

There were reports that the junta’s leadership has ordered the crushing of the resistance
movement in Kale, which is strategically located at the border of Sagaing, Magwe and the
Chin hills.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-battles-heavy-myanmar-junta-
assaults-in-sagaing.html

Junta forces kill 20 civilians in one day in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Some of the victims were used as human shields while others were executed as they lay
prone.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.05.05

Military vehicles destroyed by a landmine outside of Butalin
township’s Otpo village, where troops killed nine people on
May 2, 2022. Citizen journalist

A joint force of military troops and pro-junta militiamen
killed 20 civilians earlier this week in Myanmar’s war-torn
Sagaing region, according to sources, who said soldiers
forced some of the victims to serve as human shields and
executed several others as they lay face down in the dirt.

The victims, who included men in their 70s and one young woman, were all killed on May
2 and included three people from Seikhun village and six from Nyaungbin Thar village;
both in Shwebo township, nine from Butalin township’s Otpo village, one from Khin-Oo
township’s Innpat village, and one from Ayardaw township’s Malae Thar village, sources
told RFA’s Myanmar Service.

A resident of Otpo village, who spoke on condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal,
said the victims were all civilians who had been hiding from the soldiers in an unoccupied
Buddhist convent.

“We heard the army was coming from Butalin ... and the villagers fled in fear. Many went
to the convent to take shelter and that’s when they met the soldiers head-on,” the
resident said.

“The detainees were told to lie on their bellies on the ground and were shot in the head.
A child was ordered to go away from the site before they killed the victims.”

The convent’s nuns, who might have served as a deterrent to the troops, had earlier fled
the area after receiving reports of the advancing column, the source said.

Troops also set fire to several vehicles in and around Otpo village, he said.
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On the same day, three villagers were killed, and six others were injured when troops
engaged in a firefight with anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries near
Seikhun and Zeebyugone villages and shelled the area, other sources told RFA.

A resident of Seikhun, who also declined to be named, said the troops had come to the
village from the seat of Shwebo township, around 7 miles to the north, “to clear the
area.”

“The soldiers entered the village, where there are monasteries. The people hiding in the
monastery compounds were used as human shields,” he said.

“But before entering the village, they opened fire with heavy weapons from all sides.
Three people died and six others were injured because of the shelling.”

Of the three dead, one 25-year-old man was “burned to death” by the troops, while the
other two “died of gunshot wounds,” the source said.

Residents told RFA that troops had come to Seikhun last year and destroyed village looms
“because people didn’t pay their electricity bills.”

A resident of Nyaungbin Thar said six villagers were shot dead on May 2 after the military
raided the tract for the second time in a week.

“They burned Kyar village earlier, stopped for a while in Panyan village, and then
returned to Nyaungbin Thar. The local paramilitaries detonated a few landmines and held
them off, so the troops withdrew and began shelling the area. Two villagers were
wounded,” they said.

“After that, the soldiers moved towards Khin-Oo, where they killed five villagers. One
man was killed inside a house where he was captured. The troops brought along Pyu Saw
Htee from [nearby] Khun Daung Gyi village.”

In addition to the killings in Shwebo and Butalin townships on May 2, sources said that at
least one man died when troops set fire to more than 300 houses in Khin-00’s Innpat
village and a blind man perished in another arson attack on Ayardaw’s Malae Thar village
that day.

The aftermath of a May 2, 2022 military arson attack on
Ayardaw township’s Malae Thar village. Credit: Citizen
journalist

‘Completely inhuman’

Graphic photos obtained by RFA of the aftermath of
the incidents showed several victims lying crumpled
on the ground in their own viscera. In some cases, the
subjects of the images were unrecognizable because
of the trauma inflicted on their bodies.
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Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Minister of Information Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
for comment on the reported killings went unanswered.

Previously, the deputy minister has rejected reports of troops killing civilians as “baseless
accusations,” and blamed such incidents on the PDF, which the junta has labeled a
terrorist group.

The military cut off internet access to most townships in Sagaing region beginning in
March this year when it launched a scorched earth campaign in the area. RFA has
received frequent reports of arrests, looting, rape, torture, arson, and murder in the
region.

Aung Kyaw, a former Member of Parliament for the deposed National League for
Democracy (NLD) in Butalin township, said the military is targeting innocent civilians
because it is unable to defeat the PDF.

“The PDF groups have planted landmines in the area and when [the army] suffers
casualties, they kill anyone they encounter as an act of revenge,” he said.

“The military has become a band of terrorists, violating every law. They are completely
inhuman.”

Aung Kyaw said there are now daily protests in Sagaing against military persecution.

According to Data for Myanmar, which monitors troop arson attacks, a total of 11,417
homes have been destroyed by fire across the country since the military seized power in
a Feb. 1, 2021 coup. Sagaing saw the most arson attacks of any other state or region in
Myanmar, with more than 7,500 homes burned.

The Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners said security forces have
killed 1,822 civilians since the coup and arrested some 10,535 others, mostly during
peaceful anti-junta protests.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killings-05052022203642.html

Myanmar military incinerates entire village in southern Kalay

Regime troops reduced the village of more than 800 households to ashes after clashing with
resistance forces earlier in the day

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on May 5, 2022

An aerial photograph shows the village of Ah Shey See on May
3, two days after it was torched by regime soldiers (CJ)

Junta troops burned a village of more than 800 households to
the ground last weekend following clashes with defence forces
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in Sagaing Region’s Kalay Township, according to local sources.

Residents of Ah Shey See, a village located in the southern part of the township near the
border with Magway Region, said that regime forces started setting fire to their homes late
Sunday evening.

“They torched every house in sight. Only a few houses on the edge of the village were
spared,” said a resident who asked not to be identified.

He added that the soldiers seemed intent on doing as much damage as possible, starting
fires where the wind would help the flames to spread and piling tires inside homes before
setting them on fire.

Aerial photographs of the village show that most of the village has been reduced to ashes.
Only around 40 structures are still standing.

The attack on the village began after a full day of fighting between the Kalay People’s
Defence Force (PDF) and around 200 junta troops. The clash started Sunday morning and
lasted until the PDF fighters were forced to retreat at around 5pm.

Residents of the village said that the soldiers stole as much as they could from their homes
before starting the fires. Stockpiles of rice were also destroyed.

“We lost two houses and two storehouses full of rice. All we have now is the clothes on our
backs. But at least we escaped with our lives,” said another villager who did not want to be
named.

A day after the attack on Ah Shey See, more clashes were reported near Shar Bo, another
village about 3km to the south.

According to a statement released by a local defence force on Tuesday, that battle began
with an attack on three junta columns and continued for two full days.

At least four regime soldiers were killed and four guns were seized, the statement claimed.

The defence force also said that it managed to shoot down an assault drone on Tuesday
evening. In response, the military carried out two airstrikes, according to the statement.

An information officer for the group told Myanmar Now that the military was prevented
from taking control of the village that night, but several homes had been destroyed by
bombs dropped by the regime.

“Some houses were destroyed, and more were torched when the military came back later,”
he said.

Fighting in southern Kalay Township has displaced thousands of local civilians. The area is
near northern Magway’s Yaw region, which has also been a hotbed of resistance to the
regime that seized power in a coup last year.
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According to a recent report by monitor group Data for Myanmar, around 7,000 of the
roughly 11,000 houses that have been torched by the military since the coup were located
in Sagaing Region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-incinerates-entire-village-in-

southern-kalay

Myanmar soldiers execute nine IDPs sheltering at Sagaing meditation centre

Local residents said the victims—eight men and one woman—had all been lined up and shot
in the head

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on May 5, 2022

Bodies lie on the ground inside a meditation
centre in Sagaing Region’s Budalin Township
where they were executed by regime soldiers
on May 2 (CJ)

Residents of Oak Pho, a village in Sagaing
Region’s Budalin Township, say that regime
forces executed nine people sheltering at a local
Buddhist meditation centre on Monday.

The victims, some of whom were elderly, had been displaced by recent fighting in the area.
All nine had been shot in the head, local sources told Myanmar Now.

“Their brains were blown out. The bullets went straight into their heads,” said one man who
did not want to be identified.

“The bodies were all in a row in one area of the meditation centre. They had been forced to
sitin a line, and then they were executed. There weren’t any other injuries on them,” he
added.

Local residents identified the victims as Khin Saung, 82; Win Maung, 65; Bo Tin, 67; Soe, 47,
Kyaw Myo Tun, 46; Pho Sait, 47; Baydar, 45; Ni, 45; and Moe Moe, 30.

According to one source, Moe Moe’s five-year-old daughter survived the attack because
some other internally displaced persons (IDPs) at the centre took her with them when they
fled as the military arrived.

The bodies were discovered at around 8am on Tuesday, according to a man who was
present at the time.

The soldiers who massacred the IDPs were reportedly from Light Infantry Division 77, a unit
based in Bago that has been accused of committing serious human rights abuses in the past.

A member of a local defence force told Myanmar Now that the soldiers were part of a
column of around 150 troops that had left Monywa on Sunday morning. After reaching
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Budalin, around half proceeded north of the town the next day. About 5km from the town,
this group was attacked with explosives.

Enraged, the soldiers raided Oak Pho, where several civilians were killed on the spot. Some
villagers who fled to the nearby meditation centre were followed, forcing the IDPs
sheltering there to run for their lives.

“There were around 40 people staying at the meditation centre. The younger ones,
including most of the women, were able to get away. But a few older ones who had trouble
running didn’t make it,” said an Oak Pho villager.

Residents of the village say that the soldiers also ransacked at least a dozen houses and
destroyed several vehicles.

After spending the night at the village monastery, the troops left the following morning for
the police station in Seng Pyin, a village in Depayin Township, according to local defence
forces.

Most of the inhabitants of Oak Pho, a village of around 450 households, are currently in
hiding in neighbouring villages, local sources said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-soldiers-execute-nine-idps-sheltering-
at-sagaing-meditation-centre

Myanmar Junta Forces Shoot Dead Five Resistance Fighters in Mandalay
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

Five members of a local People’s Defense Force (PDF) group were killed in Mandalay on
Tuesday afternoon after exchanging gunfire with regime troops, according to a resistance
force member.

The resistance fighters from Myitnge PDF were at the Green House Inn in Chanmyathazi
Township when a large number of junta troops surrounded the guesthouse and fired shots
at it, said a member of Myitnge PDF.

“A wounded member was taken to a clinic and he felt faint on the way back, so they took a
rest at that inn. A military informant tipped the regime off. They fought back, but they were
outnumbered and all were killed,” he said.

Among the resistance fighters killed were a co-leader and four members of the Myitnge
PDF. Resistance group Rangers of Mandalay (ROM) expressed its condolences over the
deaths of the slain PDF fighters.

Bo Phoenix from ROM said: “We are upset that we could do nothing to help them. We urge
people to help each other, and be aware of the revolution. Don’t forget that underground
resistance forces are making sacrifices that no one knows about.”
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The military regime said security forces went to conduct a check after receiving a tip-off that
injured people were at the Green House Inn, and an exchange of fire took place after those
inside refused to open the door and started firing. As they jumped down onto the house
next door, security forces fired shots as they attempted to arrest them, the regime said.
Four men and a woman were killed and a pistol, nine bullets and a grenade seized from
them, it said in a report.

Buddhist monk U Aggawunsa, the organizer of a Pyigyitagun Township anti-coup protest
column, said: “The regime is brutally oppressing overt and underground revolutionaries.
Lately, it has started to kill revolutionaries on the spot without detaining them legally. | urge
all to take greater caution as it is committing extrajudicial acts.”

Junta troops raided a Myitnge PDF base near Myotha town in Nganzun Township on March
30. In the raid, two resistance fighters were killed and 29 detained, and food supplies, some
weapons and motorbikes were seized.

Myitnge PDF has been engaged in mine attacks against junta troops and urban junta
outposts.

On April 18, five men and a woman from the urban guerilla resistance group Truth Keeping
Force based in Mandalay’s Amarapura Township were arrested and a vehicle, two
motorbikes and weapons and ammunition were seized from them as they were returning
from an operation. Their whereabouts are still unknown, and the regime has not yet
reported their arrest.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-shoot-dead-five-
resistance-fighters-in-mandalay.html

Resistance force claims major junta casualties in guerrilla attacks in central Myanmar’s
Yaw region

A representative of the Yaw Defence Force describes three ambushes on military troops in
northern Magway Region that killed more than 20 soldiers

Han Thit | Published on May 4, 2022

YDF members are seen on patrol in Yaw region on
g4 April 29 (YDF Htilin)

Some 25 Myanmar army troops are believed to
have been killed in three guerrilla attacks carried
out by the Yaw Defence Force (YDF) in northern
Magway Region during a two-week period in April,
according to a spokesperson for the group.

The anti-junta resistance force is active in an area of central Myanmar known as the Yaw
region, which includes Gangaw, Htilin and Saw townships in Magway, near the Chin State
border.
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Fifteen soldiers were reportedly killed on the spot and several more injured when the YDF
used explosive devices to strike a military truck in Gangaw Township on April 30, YDF
information officer Ko Nyi told Myanmar Now.

At 4am, the group set fire to the eastern entrance gate to the town of Kyaw—where the
soldiers were stationed and where the military’s No. 23 weapons factory is located. That
afternoon, they attacked an army vehicle that was leaving the factory and carrying around
30 troops.

“We essentially lured them out,” Ko Nyi said. “We attacked them with explosives on the
road and everyone who survived was injured.”

On the evening of April 27, the YDF also ambushed soldiers travelling to a bathing spot on
Shu Khin Thar Lake near Kyaw. The group claimed to have killed six troops—including a
captain—and injured the remaining two.

The YDF also attacked junta forces on the outskirts of Htilin Township on April 14, resulting
in the deaths of five soldiers, including another captain, Ko Nyi said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the YDF’s reports of casualties or the
presence of captains in either attack.

The military has responded to the attacks by launching repeated assaults on Yaw region
villages and arresting civilians on the suspicion that they are supporting the guerrilla
fighters, according to local sources.

The YDF maintains that the junta’s administrative mechanism is only functional in towns in
the region but not operational in rural areas, which remain strongholds of resistance forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-force-claims-major-junta-casualties-in-
guerrilla-attacks-in-central-myanmars-yaw

Interview: ‘l couldn’t go on working for them,' says Myanmar military nurse

A military nurse and her retired doctor husband have joined the opposition to Myanmar’s
junta.

By Khin Maung Soe | 2022.05.04

Khin Pa Pa Tun (R), a nursing captain at
Myanmar's Military Medical Academy, and her
husband, retired doctor Capt. Thin Aung Htwe
(L), discuss their decision to quit the Myanmar
military and join the opposition. RFA

Capt. Khin Pa Pa Tun, a nursing captain at the
Myanmar Military Medical Academy, and her
husband, retired doctor Capt. Thin Aung

Htwe, left the military, took their two children and fled to an opposition-controlled area of
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Myanmar recently to join the pro-democracy movement. Thin Aung Htwe retired from a
500-bed military hospital in Meikhtila in 2009 because he no longer liked the military. The
couple spoke to Khin Maung Soe of RFA’s Myanmar Service from an undisclosed about
their motives and experiences in the army that overthrew their country’s elected
government on Feb. 1, 2021.

RFA: Please tell me why you joined the anti-junta movement?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: | was serving in the hospital when the coup was staged. | knew that the
coup was wrong but | had to continue my work because of family reasons.

RFA: Can you further explain why you left now, over a year after the coup?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: The reasons they gave for the coup were not logical and | was not happy
about the violence in the crackdowns and the atrocities that followed. | couldn't help
shedding tears every time | saw in the news young protesters beaten up and killed. But |
had to carry on with my work because it was not easy to leave and | have a family to think
of. Finally, | couldn’t go on working for them.

RFA: How do you see the current situation of the country?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: | have to say our country has become a failed state. Everything is falling
apart in the health, education and economic sectors. People are being arrested
unlawfully and there have been extrajudicial killings.

RFA: How many other people like you are in the military?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: There is a lot of discrimination in the army. Lieutenant Colonels and
higher ranks have a lot more benefits than officers below them. They have become
‘specially privileged’ people. They have abused authority for their own benefit and we in
the lower ranks are being used as their pawns.

RFA: How many officers like you think the junta is doing wrong?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: There are many who pretend not to see the reality and there are some
who keep on working in the interests of their families.

RFA: Who do you think are greater in number: those who oppose or those who support
the junta?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: | think there are more officers who do not like the junta than those who
support them, though they do not express their views openly.

RFA: What are your future plans?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: | feel a lot better now as my conscience is clear. | was quite unhappy then
wearing that uniform because my conscience was not clear.

RFA: Why do you think the coup was launched and what do you think of the reasons
they gave for their act?
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Khin Pa Pa Tun: | think it was carried out in the interests of one person. And the excuse
they gave was not logical. | have been in the military service for over 20 years and | have
never voted in elections. | realized they fixed votes in advance because officers added in
the lists names of those who are not even in the camp. That's why | cannot accept the
(junta's) excuse that the voting lists were erratic. | know their wrongdoings.

RFA: You must have heard about the burning of villages and the killings of innocent
people in several regions and states. Who do you think is responsible for all these
atrocities?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: It’s the leaders who gave the orders as well as those who committed the
acts. The perpetrators had a choice. They didn’t have to follow the orders to the letter.

RFA... Do you have anything to say to your fellow officers and colleagues?

Khin Pa Pa Tun: Among the Four Oaths we have to say aloud at roll call every morning,
there’s one that says 'we will always be loyal to the country and our citizens'. | refused to
say that aloud later because my conscience was not clear. | don’t think we should be
saying this oath if we are wearing these uniforms and serving these leaders.

RFA: Can you tell me why you left the military service?

Thin Aung Htwe: There are many reasons | left the service. To be honest, | am more
interested in the politics of the country. | always ask myself why our country is so poor
and backward. Is it because our people are not intelligent or is it because of the system?
Our country has been suffering for the past 70 years because of mismanagement of a
group of people. These people have not managed well. Frankly speaking they do not have
the management skills. They don’t have the education or experience or goodwill for the
country. They only made us work for them and their families. Our education levels have
gone down so badly. Our universities and colleges were once among the top in Southeast
Asia but now we, even doctors, cannot get a proper job in a country like Singapore. Our
local degrees are useless and we need more college degrees to be able to work there. We
got into this situation due to mismanagement.

RFA: What would you like to say about your decision to leave the military?

Thin Aung Htwe: To speak frankly, we are very happy now. First, because we can now
participate in the struggle for democracy, and second, because of the knowledge that we
are no longer on the opposite side of the people. We will do whatever we can to help the
people's cause.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/military-nurse-05042022172947 .html
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's lawsuit makes difficult for ASEAN special envoy to meet her:
SAC’s spokesperson

PUBLISHED 5 MAY 2022 | EMG

It was difficult for ASEAN special envoy to meet
with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi after Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen made a request for ASEAN
special envoy to meet her because she was facing
a lawsuit, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, Deputy
Minister for Information and leader of the
information team for State Administration Council

(SAC).

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and Chairman of the State Administration Council
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing held a video conferencing meeting on May 2 and Hun Sen
asked if he would be allowed to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint.

"They have asked for permission to meet. That's what they ask for regularly. We told them
that it was difficult for them to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint while both are
still facing lawsuit,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

The Cambodian government has announced it has asked the SAC to meet with the detained
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint with the ASEAN special envoy.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen made the request during a video conferencing meeting
with Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on May 2.

A statement from the Cambodian government said they had asked to release all political
prisoners, including Australian economist Sean Turnell and for permission to meet with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint during the second visit of the ASEAN Special Envoy to
Myanmar at the end of May.

The statement from the Cambodian government said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
responded to these demands by meeting with other stakeholders and the Cambodian Prime
Minister had discussed the possibility of assisting in the implementation of the five-point
agreement of the ASEAN to get Myanmar back on the path to democracy.

In a statement issued by the SAC, both sides discussed about the visit of the Special Envoy of
the ASEAN Chairmanship to Myanmar, the declaration of a political state of emergency in
Myanmar over the electoral crisis, which prompted the military to take over the country,
and the context of ASEAN’s cooperation due to the related regional context although it was
an internal affair, conditions for the implementation of the five-point agreement of the
ASEAN and the conditions under which progress is being made, conditions that need to be
addressed through constructive cooperation within ASEAN countries and conditions for
Myanmar to continue to work together for the best.

Myanmar discussed about the terrorism in some areas, which is also a violation of the NCA
and based on unethical EAOs, government’s commitment to the inclusion of ethnic armed
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groups in the peace talks, conditions for building a union state based on the democracy and
federal system that all the people want, conditions to prevent, control and provide medical
services for COVID disease and the distribution of humanitarian aid from ASEAN, according
to the statement.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/daw-aung-san-suu-kyis-lawsuit-makes-difficult-for-
asean-special-envoy-to-meet-her-sacs

Why Won’t Myanmar’s Junta Let Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Meet Foreign Diplomats?
By NAING KHIT | 4 May 2022

Will the Myanmar junta chief consider allowing any envoys to meet his prisoner, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi? Well... before we answer that, let me rephrase the question: Does the all-
powerful military chief have the courage to let a 76-year-old woman he has jailed meet
foreign dignitaries?

No way.

On Monday, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen urged coup maker Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing to allow ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn to meet Myanmar’s detained
leaders, State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, during his next
visit to the country in late May.

Hun Sen, as ASEAN chair, was just doing what he was supposed to do during their
teleconference: seeking to create a conducive environment for starting a so-called inclusive
political dialogue on ASEAN’s five-point peace plan. But Min Aung Hlaing flatly rejected it,
saying only that he would facilitate meetings with “other parties concerned”, clearly
signaling that this excludes the two detained leaders.

Protesters raise three-finger salutes and hold
placards with the image of detained Myanmar
civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi while using
their mobile phone flashlights during a
demonstration against the military coup in Yangon
on March 12, 2021. / AFP

His refusal was not the least bit surprising. He has
rejected all such demands, not only by the
regional bloc, the United Nations and the West, but also by China, whose special envoy
made a similar request of the junta last year. No doubt Min Aung Hlaing will continue to
reject such calls in the case of his key prisoners, especially Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Why?

Certainly, there are multiple reasons, as the junta chief’s intransigence is motivated by more
than just his personal hatred or political jealousy of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
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The fact is, Min Aung Hlaing is afraid of his most high-profile prisoner. And whether he is
conscious of it or not, this is no ordinary fear.

While it appears relatively insignificant, his denial of this request reveals that all of his
actions against her—overthrowing her elected government, his arbitrary arrest of her, his
filing of groundless lawsuits against her and so on—are born of this all-consuming fear.

Just before the coup, Min Aung Hlaing issued a public threat to the entire country that there
was “nothing he wouldn’t dare do”. In this instance, at least, he was true to his word: he has
since demonstrated that he is willing to engage in any number of illegal, unjust and arbitrary
actions—including staging a coup and killing innocent people—that no normal or decent
person would countenance.

Why?

Because, quite simply, he was terrified that the elected civilian government led by Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, after convening the new Parliament on Feb. 1, 2021, would try to reduce
or even abolish the military’s role in politics and terminate him as the commander-in-chief,
as his term had officially already expired.

The reason for his actions is fear.

Fear is his fundamental motivation; among the other driving forces for his crimes and
wrongdoings against Myanmar and its people are his megalomaniacal political ambition and
the protection of his family’s economic interests.

Indeed, there are sound reasons for him to be afraid of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Here they
are:

Vast public support

Since she entered the country’s politics during the 1988 pro-democracy uprising with a
commitment to bring about democracy in her authoritarian-ruled country, no one has been
able to touch Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in terms of the support she commands from the
overwhelming majority of Myanmar’s estimated 55 million population. And in Myanmar’s
modern history, only her father, independence hero General Aung San, can match her in
terms of popularity.

And the support for her is not hollow. It has been hard won through her inspiring words and
the dedication and self-sacrifice she has shown on behalf of the country’s democracy
movement over many years. The people cannot forget what she has done for them or the
country. The 15 years of detention she endured under the previous regime was just the start
of her commitment to them. She is now locked up again. She doesn’t know where she is,
and the people don’t know where their leader is. The misery that consecutive ruling
generals have subjected her to has led the people to regard her as their true leader. Today,
she may well be more popular than ever. “Good health to Mother Suu!” was one of the
popular slogans shouted by anti-regime protesters last year. The same Myanmar people
shouted “Speedy death to Min Aung Hlaing!” on his birthday in July last year while holding
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mock funerals for him. This undeniable public support for her is most certainly one reason
that Min Aung Hlaing should be afraid of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

Myanmar State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
(left) presides over a meeting in Naypyitaw with
military chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
commemorating the third anniversary of the signing
of Myanmar’s Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement in
October 2018. / AFP

Unassailable mandate

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her National League for Democracy (NLD) have converted this
huge support into successive political mandates. Having won landslide victories in general
elections in 1990, 2015 and 2020, and one by-election in 2012, the NLD is far and away the
most popular party and has never won less than 80 percent of votes in an election. In this
respect, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s success is unparalleled even beyond her country’s borders.
It is fair to say she is the only leader in the ASEAN region to have repeatedly won elections
over a time span of three decades. All of those victories were indisputable political
mandates, though the outcomes of the 1990 election and the latest poll in 2020 were
ignored by the previous military regime and by Min Aung Hlaing respectively. Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s political mandate shows no sign of evaporating, for all Min Aung Hlaing’s efforts to
erase it with his illegitimate coup. He is well aware of this; that unwavering political
mandate, which has now lasted for more than 30 years, haunts him.

Min Aung Hlaing’s lies

If she were allowed to meet an envoy, the whole world would hear the other side of the
Myanmar coup story. In other words, her story—as yet untold—would expose Min Aung
Hlaing’s lies to the entire world.

The regime was hugely embarrassed last year by President U Win Myint’s court testimony
on how he was forced to resign by Min Aung Hlaing’s henchmen on the day of the coup.
When the revelation made headlines, the junta gagged the detained leaders’ lawyers,
preventing them from talking to the media.

For such a fear-struck junta, a meeting between Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and an international
envoy is unimaginable. From such a meeting the world would hear more striking and true
stories of the bullying or baseless persecution of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her team by Min
Aung Hlaing and his regime. She could articulate the hitherto untold stories of the coup, as it
has unfolded since the morning of Feb. 1, 2021, and of how she was taken to an unknown
location. Surely, Min Aung Hlaing doesn’t have the courage to let her reveal the truth.

Words sharper than a knife

Through such a meeting, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as their elected leader, could also deliver
messages to her people, as well as to the world. Everyone wants and needs to know what
she has to say. Given her political integrity and mandate, everyone from the world’s leaders
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to ordinary Myanmar people would pay attention to her words. Her account would be taken
incomparably more seriously than anything Min Aung Hlaing has to say. He knows it well,
just as all the generals are aware of their own lies. Min Aung Hlaing won’t let her political
message escape by greenlighting a meeting with an envoy, even for an hour; doing so could
destroy his political ambition and personal interests at a stroke.

As | have discussed above, all of his actions are driven by fear.

In truth, Min Aung Hlaing is not the only general who is afraid of her. All the generals,
including his predecessors and ex-generals, even his former bosses like erstwhile dictator
Than Shwe and ex-President Thein Sein, are afraid of her, as none of them can compete
with her, politically or personally. Almost all military generals and leaders have a grudge
against and are jealous of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, keenly aware of their inferiority when it
comes to her public support, personal charisma, education and political sophistication.

The generals are only able to achieve their ambitions when she is locked up in prison or
under house arrest or at an unknown location. In 2010, they only dared hold an election
because she was in detention, such was their bravery.

Before 2010, the previous regime under supremo Snr-Gen Than Shwe and then-Prime
Minister General Thein Sein often prevented international envoys from meeting Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, who was then under house arrest.

True to form, the most recent coup maker, Min Aung Hlaing, has followed their lead. Well,
that’s hardly surprising... These “macho”, brutal generals seem to find their courage only
when they have the old woman locked up in some unknown corner of the world.

There’s only one word for people who act in this way: They’re all cowards.

The coup maker should remember what he said: that there is nothing he wouldn’t dare do.
In fact, however, there are certain things he dares not do—not even, for example, letting
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meet an envoy.

Min Aung Hlaing—what a coward.
Naing Khit is a commentator on political affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/why-wont-myanmars-junta-let-daw-
aung-san-suu-kyi-meet-foreign-diplomats.html

Myanmar Junta Cancels Chinese-Backed Solar Power Projects
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has cancelled tenders invited under the now-ousted National
League for Democracy (NLD) government for 26 solar power projects, and blacklisted the
companies for breaching tender regulations.
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In May 2020, the NLD government invited bids for the construction of 29 ground-mounted
solar projects capable of generating a total of 1 gigawatt of power under a 20-year build,
operate and own contract.

Chinese companies and their consortia won the bids to build 28 out of the 29 plants,
according to results released by the Ministry of Electricity and Energy in September 2020.

However, only three solar projects are currently being implemented and Chinese firms have
stalled on the other projects.

The junta’s blacklisting of the firms came after it replaced electricity and energy Minister U
Aung Than Oo earlier this week with U Thaung Han, the former chairman of the Mandalay
Electricity Supply Corporation, with the stated purpose of ‘better implementing the
electricity and energy sector’ amid serious power outages in Myanmar.

An office letter of the Electricity Supply Enterprise seen by The Irrawaddy reveals that
among the companies blacklisted are Sungrow Power Supply Co, Consortium of SPIC Yunnan
International Power Investment Co, Khaing Lon Gem, China Machinery Engineering
Corporation, Consortium of Shwe Taung Development Co & GCL System Integration
Technology, Consortium of China Gezhouba Group Oversea Investment Company and
Future Energy Company Limited and XI’an LONGi Clean Energy Company.

China’s Sungrow Power Supply Co won tenders to implement 12 solar projects, the
maximum number of projects among the tender winners.

The minimum investment was set at USS20 million (25.8 billion kyats) per site, with each
project expected to generate 30 to 40 megawatts of electricity. The proposed sites are in
Ayeyarwady, Bago, Magwe, Mandalay, Sagaing, Naypyitaw and Yangon regions.

Tender winners were announced in October 2020, but Chinese firms have repeatedly
postponed signing the power purchase agreements after the military seized power in a coup
on February 1, 2021.

The companies have therefore breached the tender regulations, said the Electricity Supply
Enterprise letter.

Chinese companies won the tenders by offering to sell electricity at prices between 3.5 and
5.1 US cents (45-65 kyats) for 1 kilowatt of electricity, a rate much lower than those quoted
by other regional and western companies.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-cancels-chinese-backed-solar-
power-projects.html

Is the US Senate Republican leader genuine about his support for Burma?
MAY 5, 2022 | By ME ME KHANT

Mitch McConnell says he supports democracy in Burma, but he has been slow to act, and his
prominent position in shaping policy means he is dragging the US response down with him.
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Last month, US Senate Republican Leader Mr Mitch McConnell issued a
supposedly reaffirming his commitment to fighting for democracy in Burma.

“The people of Burma deserve our full support in their long struggle toward self-
government and democracy. Along with Kentucky’s vibrant communities from Burma, | will
continue to fight for that goal,” he said after a meeting with US ambassador Mr Thomas
Vajda.

As a Burmese advocate and former Kentucky resident, | wanted to believe this statement
was genuine. Yet, knowing how McConnell’s office has stalled legislation in Congress for
months, undermining advocacy efforts, all | see are performative, empty words.

Given McConnell’s position as Republican Senate leader and a longstanding champion of
Burma, many, including the Biden administration, looked to him to shape America’s
response to the 2021 military coup. Yet McConnell has balked at pledging his support for
the , ensuring that the bill remains languishing in Congress.

Introduced in October 2021, the BURMA Act seeks to hold the Burmese military accountable
for its atrocious crimes and sanction junta-controlled entities and businesses. It would also
provide US$220 million per year in humanitarian aid from 2023-2027, in addition to USS50
million in support for independent media and other pro-democracy initiatives. It authorises
a new position at the State Department, a Special Coordinator for Burmese Democracy, to
streamline the US multilateral and interagency efforts on Burma. It would be the most
consequential legislation on Burma since the ,
which McConnell himself introduced.

Although the bill passed the House recently, it has been stalled in the Senate for many
months due to a lack of bipartisan support. While it has 26 co-sponsors from the Democratic
Party, it doesn’t have a single Republican supporter.

It has been well over a year since the Burmese military unlawfully staged a coup against a
democratically elected civilian government, upending the fragile democratic transition that
began only a decade prior. When the people of Burma responded with an

overwhelming and mass demonstrations nationwide, the
military resorted to what they know best — a reign of terror characterised by arbitrary
arrests, brutal torture and indiscriminate killings.

As of April 15, 2022, according to the , a total of
1,756 civilians have been confirmed to have been killed and over 10,000 political prisoners,
including my friends and fellow advocates, are currently being detained. Junta troops
continue to unleash a campaign of terror that includes burning civilian homes to the ground
across the country’s heartland, reportedly 100 villages this year alone.

Many groups, including Burmese diaspora activists and pro-democracy forces, believe the
BURMA Act to be an extensive policy framework that can put tangible pressure on the
murderous regime and bring much needed support to the people of Burma.
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As the Republican leader in the Senate, McConnell could easily galvanise support within his
party, especially considering his decades of experience on Burma issues. As a close ally and
friend of deposed civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, McConnell even stood by her as the
rest of the world watched in horror while she defended the military’s genocide of Rohingya
Muslims. Now that the same military has imprisoned Aung San Suu Kyi, McConnell has
seemingly abandoned her.

He was the of the economic sanctions against Burma in the 1990s and has
pushed for numerous Senate resolutions and other pieces of legislation to pressure the
Burmese military and support the democracy movement through the years. With this in
mind, we remain puzzled as to why he has yet to support the BURMA Act of 2021.

Kentucky residents, including members of my advocacy group
, have and repeatedly. Each time,
he that his commitment to Burma remains steadfast. He often defends
himself by pointing to his bipartisan
, claiming that the amendment will lay the groundwork to target
the junta and support the pro-democracy forces.

However, the truth is, compared to the BURMA Act of 2021, the two-page NDAA
amendment is . While it offers some progress by allowing Congress
to ask tough questions to the Biden administration, it does not authorise concrete actions
nor provide real, tangible support like the BURMA Act is designed to do. Moreover, in my
organisation’s experience, McConnell’s office remains elusive even for scheduling a briefing
on the NDAA amendment. All of this leaves us wondering if his commitment to Burma has
begun to wane.

For 14 months and counting, amid unimaginable horrors and cruelties, my brothers and
sisters back home continue marching on the streets and engaging in resistance activities
daily. My mother, who is a political columnist, continues to write and speak out against the
oppressive regime while living in hiding. We in the diaspora communities have tried to
support them from afar, including by calling on Congress to pass the BURMA Act.

If Leader McConnell is genuine about his support for Burma, he has the power to do
something about it by bringing in Senate Republicans to co-sponsor and pass the BURMA
Act. By not pledging his support, he delaying decisive
actions against the Burmese military. Leader McConnell will have to follow through with real
actions for us to take him at his word. The last thing Burma needs is more empty
statements.

Me Me Khant is a Burmese poet, activist and former student union leader from Myanmar.
She currently serves as the executive director and co-founder of Students for Free Burma
(SFB). She is also a graduate student in Master’s in International Policy at Stanford University
and Knight-Hennessy Scholar.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/is-the-us-senate-republican-leader-genuine-about-
his-support-for-burma/
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US Drug and Arms Arrests Smear Myanmar Ethnic Armed Organization
By BERTIL LINTNER | 5 May 2022

At a first glance, it seemed like a major achievement by a group of United States crime
fighters. An undercover Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) agent posing as a narcotics
and weapons trafficker had managed to secure evidence leading to the arrest of a leader of
a Yakuza organized crime gang, as well as of three Thais of whom two have military
backgrounds, over a plot to use drugs as payment for sophisticated US-made weaponry.

According to documents supplied by the DEA to a court in New York on January 19 and
made public in April, three ethnic armies in Myanmar — the Karen National Union (KNU),
the Shan State Army (SSA) and the United Wa State Army (UWSA) — needed the weapons,
including “ten FIM-92J Stinger surface-to-air-missiles”, automatic rifles and mortars for their
fight against the Myanmar junta. The payment for the whole shipment would be 500
kilograms of methamphetamine and 500 kilograms of heroin or USS40 million, presumably
in cash or by bank transfer. The court document also states that “the buyers would build an
airstrip to receive delivery of the weapons by cargo plane.”

But to anyone familiar with the Golden Triangle drug trade, this sounds a highly unlikely
story. The KNU has for more than a year been subjected to aerial attacks launched by the
Myanmar Air Force, and so would need such MANPADS, or man-portable defense systems,
but the group would not be able to produce any drugs to pay for them because it has never
been involved in the narcotics trade, nor would it have US$40 million in its coffers.

The SSA, which here is the Shan State Army-South, the armed wing of the Thai-border based
Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) [the rival SSA-North is based in northern Shan State
and is the armed wing of the Shan State Progress Party], on October 15, 2015 became one
of the signatories of what the Myanmar authorities call the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA). Thus, it is not engaged in any war with the Myanmar military.

The court document goes on to state that the UWSA needs the weapons because they are
“fighting the government of Myanmar” but, as anyone following events in the country’s
frontier areas knows, that is utterly incorrect. The UWSA has not signed the NCA but it has
had an informal ceasefire agreement with Myanmar’s central authorities since 1989. The
Wa have a formidable armed force, probably as many as 20,000 or 30,000 men, but the only
battles the UWSA has fought since 1989 are with the RCSS and its predecessor, the Mong
Tai Army of the late druglord Khun Sa. And neither of those groups has or has had any
aircraft that would have to be shot down. Although the UWSA is not fighting the Myanmar
army, it keeps a vast arsenal of weapons to deter any attempt by central authorities to
move into its areas along the Myanmar-China border — and that includes a significant
number of Chinese-made FN-6 MANPADS. In other words, there is no reason why the Wa
would want to buy expensive and more-difficult-to-use American Stingers.

Then there is the question of the airfield “the buyers” were supposed to build for the cargo
plane that was going to deliver the goods to them. How on earth would that work? And how
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would any cargo plane loaded with heavy weapons be able to fly undetected through Thai
airspace — which it would have to — then land at some clearing in the jungle and take off
again? That detail alone lends credence to the suggestion by local sources in the area that
this is nothing more than a cock-and-bull story. A closer look at the names mentioned in the
court document also reinforces that conclusion.

The alleged “leader of the Yakuza transnational organized crime syndicate,” who was going
to supply the weapons is identified as Takeshi Ebisawa and the document even has a picture
of him showing one of the MANPADS at a meeting with the undercover DEA agent. But
Yakuza is the common name for a wide range of minor, middle-sized and larger Japanese
crime syndicates and the name of this particular group is not mentioned anywhere in the
submission to the court. Regardless of the size of the group, the leader himself would in any
way not be involved in such deals; that is something his underlings would do in order to give
their boss plausible deniability if anyone is caught.

The question of the actual identities of the three Thai middlemen is also a mystery. One of
them, Suksan “Bobby” Jullanan, is referred to as “a Thai air force general.” But the Royal
Thai Air Force does not have any generals. The highest rank is that of Air Chief Marshal
followed by an Air Marshal, an Air Vice Marshal and so on. The second Thai defendant,
Sompak Rukrasaranee, is supposed to be “a retired Thai military officer.” But no former rank
or name of the regiment he once, allegedly, belonged to are mentioned in the documents.
The third, Somphop Singhasiri is identified only as “a Thai national.” And then there is a “CC-
1”, or Co-Conspirator 1, who is not named but is described as “the chairman of the
Restoration Council of Shan State.” That, of course, is Yawd Serk, who is not an underground
figure or a fugitive from justice. He has taken part in several peace talks with the Myanmar
military and traveled freely to and from Yangon as well as Naypyitaw.

Curiously, a fourth prospective buyer is also named in the documents: the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a group that was completely crushed by the Sri Lankan army in 2009.
But the DEA seems to believe that the LTTE “continues to attract international financial
support.” Apparently, Ebisawa had some contacts with an unnamed former LTTE official
who — it is unclear — is either in prison in India or has been released due to efforts of the
alleged Yakuza leader.

In the end, all that the DEA appears to have ended up with is the arrest of a talkative
Japanese fraudster— and three Thai conmen who no one inside Myanmar seems to have
heard of. That, in turn, raises the question whether pure incompetence and ignorance of the
situation of the ground led to those arrests, of if there could be a more sinister agenda
behind this remarkably implausible story. Could it even be the outcome of an
interdepartmental feud within the US administration? That is an issue that has troubled
Myanmar policymakers in Washington for decades. The US State Department has always
been consistent in its support for Myanmar’s pro-democracy forces and opposition to
autocratic, military rule. The DEA’s agents, on the other hand, have been much more willing
to cooperate with the Myanmar military because they believe they are on the same side in
the war on drugs — and despite that fact that much of the drug trade is carried out by local,
government-recognized militias.
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After the 1988 pro-democracy uprising and the massacres of demonstrators in Yangon and
cities and towns all over the country, the then US ambassador Burton Levin was firm in his
condemnation of the then junta, the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC), and
ordered his staff to cease regular meetings with the military authorities. The first to ignore
those directives was DEA agent Gregory Korniloff, who was told to leave Yangon in
December 1988 after making an unsuccessful attempt to arrange an unauthorized meeting
with officials of the Myanmar military’s intelligence service. At the time, Korniloff was said
to be eager to resume normal ties with the military leadership in Yangon, which he claimed
had made significant headway in fighting the narcotics trade.

The controversy reached new heights in March 1991, when it was discovered that another
Yangon-based DEA officer, Angelo Saladino, had authored a secret memorandum addressed
to Myanmar’s powerful and ruthless intelligence chief, Major General Khin Nyunt. Dated
March 15, 1991, the letter listed in detail the various ways that the Myanmar military might
try to impress the US Government as well as United Nations agencies. It also provided
specific suggestions on ways to “deprive many of Myanmar’s most vocal critics of some of
their shopworn, yet effective weapons in the campaign to discredit [Myanmar’s] narcotics
program.” Finally, Saladino recommended several options to the junta for silencing “its most
biased critics.”

It took some time before Washington discovered the memorandum. When noises were
made, Saladino reportedly flew back to the DEA’s headquarters in the US at his own
expense. He managed to convince his superiors that he had not, after all, sent the
memorandum to Khin Nyunt. A compromise was reached with the State Department:
Saladino had his tour of duty in Myanmar officially curtailed but was allowed to serve out his
term which only had a few more months to run.

It is too early to say whether history is repeating itself, but by dragging the KNU into this
conundrum, the DEA is discrediting an ethnic group which is serving as host for hundreds of
pro-democracy activists who, since last year’s February 1 coup, have sought refuge in the
areas near the Thai border that the KNU controls. Many are involved in armed struggle,
while others are running news and blog sites on the internet and getting support from the
US government and private donors. How, and if, this court case will affect that support
remains to be seen. But the DEA, eager to resume contacts with Myanmar’s military
authorities, has done the pro-democracy movement a huge disservice — and on dubious
grounds which will not have any impact on the flow of narcotics out of Southeast Asia.

Entrapment is illegal in most countries [but not the US] because law enforcement officers
are supposed to fight crime, not encourage easily-duped individuals to commit ones. And all
that the DEA has been able to produce when it comes to drugs is a photograph allegedly
sent by Signal to or from Singhasiri (spelt Sanghasiri on the screengrab) showing a bag of
Double UO Globe heroin which could have been taken anytime and even downloaded from
the internet.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/us-drug-and-arms-arrests-smear-
myanmar-ethnic-armed-organization.html
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Myanmar refugees face arbitrary arrest and alleged extortion

By Mizzima |

Myanmar refugees and their children, who fled a surge in
violence as the military cracks down on rebel groups, at a
camp in Nawphewlawl near the Myanmar-Thailand border in
Kayin state. Photo: AFP

Campaign organisation Fortify Rights has called on the
Government of Thailand to investigate the recent destruction
by its soldiers of a makeshift cross-border footbridge used by refugees fleeing deadly attacks
in eastern Myanmar.

Video footage filmed from the Myanmar side of the border and obtained by Fortify Rights
shows uniformed Thai soldiers destroying a footbridge over the Wa Le (also known as the
Waw Lay) River, a tributary of the Moei River, which forms part of the border between
Thailand and Myanmar. New evidence also implicates Thai authorities in arbitrarily arresting
and allegedly extorting refugees in the border town of Mae Sot.

“The Thai authorities should ensure any investigation into the situation on the border is
aimed at protecting refugee rights, not further violating them,” said Amy Smith, Executive
Director at Fortify Rights. “Arbitrary arrests and the destruction of this footbridge demand
urgent attention.”

Video footage taken from the Myanmar side of the Thailand-Myanmar border, obtained
and released on 3 May by Fortify Rights, shows two uniformed Thai soldiers destroying a
small bamboo

footbridge over the Wa Le River while another Thai soldier watches them. The footbridge
connects Thailand’s Tak Province with Myanmar’s war-torn Karen State, where the
Myanmar military has attacked and killed civilians, including children, in recent weeks and
months.

In the more than 16-minute-long video, on file with Fortify Rights, one Thai soldier hacks the
bridge with a machete, and then another soldier assists him in systematically dismantling
the bridge, discarding pieces of it into the river flowing beneath. People speaking a Karen
language and a crying infant child can be overheard off-camera. One Thai soldier uses
obscene language and issues a death threat in the Thai language to people located off-
camera on the Myanmar side of the border, saying: “What are you filming, fucker? You want
to die?” By the end of the video, the soldiers entirely dismantled the bridge.

Fortify Rights confirmed the video footage was filmed in March 2022.

Other video footage obtained by Fortify Rights and filmed on 25 January 2022, before the
Thai soldiers destroyed the bridge, shows at least 45 people including women, men, and
children using the footbridge or lining up to use it in the span of just one minute and 36
seconds. In that video, people from Myanmar, including many children, are moving with
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careful urgency and carrying sacks, presumably containing personal belongings and
provisions. Sources familiar with the bridge and the area told Fortify Rights that Myanmar
refugees, especially children and older people, used the bridge to flee violence and
persecution and that informal humanitarian workers used it to transport lifesaving aid from
Thailand to internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Myanmar.

On 3 February 2022, Fortify Rights spoke with a Thai soldier posted on the bank of the Moei
River on the Thailand-Myanmar border. The soldier confirmed that he was part of the Royal
Thai Army’s Naresuan Force—a special unit designated to “protect” the Thai border—and
told Fortify Rights that he had orders to prevent Myanmar refugees from crossing the river
into Thai territory. In March 2021, during the Myanmar junta’s initial post-coup attack on
the civilian population, Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha instructed government
agencies to prevent “illegal immigration” from Myanmar—a euphemism for blocking
refugees. In line with this order, Thai authorities have forced thousands of refugees back to
Myanmar.

Since February 2022, Fortify Rights interviewed 15 Myanmar refugees on the Thailand-
Myanmar border, including seven women, as well as three U.N. officials and four
humanitarian aid workers in Thailand. In addition to the video released today, firsthand
testimonies collected by Fortify Rights reveal how Thai authorities have arbitrarily arrested,
detained, and allegedly extorted money from Myanmar refugees within the last year.

On 8 April, the Associated Press exposed the issuance of so-called “police cards” to refugees
from Myanmar through middlemen for an average monthly cost of 350 Thai Baht (US$10).
Refugees purchased these unofficial documents in Mae Sot on the premise the cards would
help them avoid arrest.

Speaking to the Associated Press, the Thai government “categorically denied” extorting
refugees; however, the Royal Thai Police subsequently announced they would investigate
the scheme and hold officers responsible. Deputy police spokesperson Krisana
Pattanacharoen reportedly said that any police officers “found guilty of such wrongdoing
will face criminal charges and be subject to disciplinary punishment.”

Several refugees in Mae Sot described the police card scheme to Fortify Rights. For example,
one Myanmar refugee told Fortify Rights: “The police cards we use do not buy us assurance
or safety here. We just do it because other people are using the police cards, and we heard
that if we show the cards, we will not be arrested.”

Another Myanmar refugee in Mae Sot expressed similar concerns to Fortify Rights, saying:
“Even if we have a police card, we are not sure if we will get arrested or not. We never
showed the card to anyone. | just paid the money. We are not sure about our security. This
is the only document we have.”

Refugees showed Fortify Rights their police cards, which appear to be pieces of paper or
small cards of various sizes with hand-written numbers, letters, or symbols on one side. One
refugee explained to Fortify Rights, “We have to give two passport-sized photos . .. There’s
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no official seal or sign.” Refugees can allegedly renew their “police card” monthly by paying
additional money.

“The Thai government should create a formal nationwide system to issue identification
cards to refugees that provide genuine protection,” said Amy Smith. “Without such a system
in place,

refugees in Thailand hope to find protection through the police card scheme. It’s in

the government’s interest to facilitate a process in line with international standards to
identify and

recognize refugees within their borders. Such a process would help prevent extortion and
other abuses and provide critical information on new arrivals to Thailand.”

Myanmar refugees also described facing arrest and detention by Thai authorities due to
their lack of legal status in Thailand. For example, Thai authorities arrested “Kyaw Aung,”
not his real name, and his friend in Mae Sot, ten days after Kyaw Aung fled to Thailand in
December 2021 to escape persecution by the junta. Kyaw Aung was a student in Yangon
who joined the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM)—a nationwide campaign to oppose the
Myanmar military junta—following the coup.

Kyaw Aung explained to Fortify Rights how the Thai military arrested him and his friend in
Mae Sot. He said: “[The] military came with guns. They asked how we crossed the border. At
that moment, we were afraid.”

The Thai military transferred Kyaw Aung and his friend into the custody of Thai immigration
officials. He told Fortify Rights: “[Thai immigration officers] took our fingerprints, just like a

criminal. At the immigration office, they threatened us by saying that they would deport us
to Burma [Myanmar]. Then, they took us to the border.”

Thai lawyers working with an organization to support refugees intervened to secure the
release of Kyaw Aung and his friend.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-refugees-face-arbitrary-arrest-and-alleged-
extortion

NGO: Video shows Thai military destroying footbridge used by Myanmar refugees
Fortify Rights calls on Thai authorities to investigate the incident.
By Nontarat Phaicharoen and Subel Rai Bhandari for BenarNews | 2022.05.04

Refugees who fled fighting between the Myanmar
army and insurgent groups before settling temporarily
in Thailand bathe in the Moei River in Mae Sot, along
the border with Myanmar, Jan. 7, 2022. Reuters

The Thai army in March destroyed a footbridge used
by refugees fleeing attacks in eastern Myanmar, a
human rights group alleged this week, but the
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military claimed Wednesday that it had dismantled the structure to stop cross-border
crime.

On Tuesday, Fortify Rights released video footage that shows uniformed soldiers
dismantling the small footbridge made of bamboo over the Wa Le (also known as the
Waw Lay) River, a tributary of the Moei River, at the Thai-Myanmar frontier. The
makeshift walkway connected Thailand’s Tak Province with Myanmar’s Karen State,
where the junta’s forces have allegedly killed civilians in recent months amid nationwide
post-coup turmoil.

In a statement, the Bangkok-based group called on the Thai government “to investigate
the recent destruction by its soldiers of a makeshift cross-border footbridge used by
refugees fleeing deadly attacks in eastern Myanmar.”

Thai authorities should also “ensure any investigation into the situation on the border is
aimed at protecting refugee rights, not further violating them,” said Amy Smith,
executive director of Fortify Rights. “Arbitrary arrests and the destruction of this
footbridge demand urgent attention.”

The group confirmed that the video was filmed two months ago, adding it had obtained
the 16-minute clip filed from the Myanmar side of the border and uploaded a shorter
clip to YouTube.

In the video, people speaking a Karen language and a crying infant child can be heard off-
camera. In another clip from the video, a soldier asks, “What are you filming, [Expletive].
You want to die?”

The exact date and time for when the footage was filmed were on file with Fortify Rights,
the group said.

“Sources familiar with the bridge and the area told Fortify Rights that Myanmar refugees,
especially children and older people, used the bridge to flee violence and persecution and
that informal humanitarian workers used it to transport lifesaving aid from Thailand to
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Myanmar,” it said.

On Wednesday, the Thai army’s regional command, the 3rd Army Area, responded to the
allegations made by Fortify Rights and the video, which the group had circulated through
social media.

“The video clip depicting Thai soldiers breaking off a cross-border bamboo bridge was
taken before the fighting inside of Myanmar flared up, and the bridge was illegal,” the
army’s regional command said in a statement.

“The bridge demolition has nothing to do with the migration of displaced persons ... it
was conducted following an order by the Tak border authorities to prevent illegal groups
from doing their criminal activities,” the statement said, without saying what these
criminal activities were.
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The statement claimed that the bamboo bridge had been illegally constructed and was
destroyed before fighting with Karen rebels flared.

“At that time, there was no fighting between Myanmar soldiers and ethnic minority
force, and there were no displaced people,” it said.

Long frontier

Thailand shares a long history and 2,400-km (1,500-mile) border with Myanmar. The
military said Thailand was delivering humanitarian aid to more than 1,500 Myanmar
displaced people in four camps in Um Phang district.

The Karen have been crossing the border since the Feb. 1, 2021, coup when Burmese
Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing toppled the country’s democratically elected government,
threw its civilian leaders in jail, and then turned military forces and police on his own
people who have been protesting the junta’s actions.

The Myanmar military has launched attacks throughout the country, including regions
along the Thai frontier.

Government security forces have killed at least 1,821 civilians — many of them pro-
democracy protesters — throughout Myanmar since the coup happened, according to a
tally compiled by the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Across the border, Thai authorities have been accused of forcing thousands of refugees
to return to Myanmar after Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha ordered them to prevent
“illegal immigration.”

Additional video

Fortify Rights said it obtained other video footage from Jan. 25, before the Thai soldiers
allegedly destroyed the footbridge. The video shows at least 45 people, including women
and children using the footbridge or lining up to cross the river.

The group also alleged that Thai authorities had arbitrarily arrested and extorted
refugees in the border town of Mae Sot. Fortify Rights described how refugees were
forced to pay officials to avoid being arrested.

“Since February 2022, Fortify Rights interviewed 15 Myanmar refugees on the Thailand-
Myanmar border, including seven women, as well as three U.N. officials and four
humanitarian aid workers in Thailand,” the statement said.

“[Flirsthand testimonies collected by Fortify Rights reveal how Thai authorities have
arbitrarily arrested, detained, and allegedly extorted money from Myanmar refugees
within the last year.”

It also noted that on April 8, the Associated Press reported that “police cards” were sold
in Mae Sot through middlemen for an average monthly cost of 350 baht (U.S. $10). The
refugees made the purchases under the belief the cards would “help them avoid arrest.”
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“The Thai government should create a formal nationwide system to issue identification
cards to refugees that provide genuine protection,” Smith said in the release. “Such a
process would help prevent extortion and other abuses and provide critical information
on new arrivals to Thailand.”

On Wednesday, Thai government authorities did not immediately respond to BenarNews’
request for comment — but Thai police announced last month that they would investigate
the scheme.

Activists’ concerns
Activists, meanwhile, said Thailand should treat the refugees with respect.

The Thai military should be more responsible for the refugees, said the person who
coordinates the Burma Concern Project at Chiang Mai University in northern Thailand.

“| feel bad that the military is giving a terrible reason like this. We have seen this happen
again and again,” said Thanawat, who goes by one name.

“Even though we see some attempt to aid the refugees, behind the scenes, they are also
pushing them back the refugees by not welcoming them like this.”

According to another activist, the Thai government did not implement United Nations-
supported procedures to deal with the refugees.

“They have always let the security agencies take care of the refugees by pushing them
back,” said Pornsuk Kerdsawang of the Friends without Borders Foundation.

He said the government should allow the Ministry of Social Development and Human
Security to assist the refugees instead of letting the security forces take charge.

“The fear that the refugees will stay in the country permanently should not be an issue
because the refugees will figure their own way,” he told BenarNews.

Kunnawut Boonreak in Chiang Mai, Thailand, contributed to this report by for
BenarNews, an RFA-dffiliated online news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/thailand-rohingya-05042022164755.html|

KIA Spurns Myanmar Junta’s Invitation to Join Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 May 2022

One of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic armed groups, the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), won't join the regime’s peace talks, saying they exclude relevant stakeholders and
their agenda lacks any discussion of ongoing issues in the country.

Myanmar junta chief Min Aung Hlaing late last month invited the leaders of all the country’s
ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) for talks “to end armed conflict”.
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Myanmar has around 20 EAOs, of which only 10 have signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement so far. The KIA has yet to sign it.

In his invitation, Min Aung Hlaing said he would talk to EAO leaders “openly and sincerely
for the sake of peace”. Several EAOs have rejected the offer.

In a statement released on Thursday, the Central Committee of the Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO), the political wing of the KIA, said it received the regime’s notification of
the talks on Monday. It said the invitation excluded some stakeholders who should join the
talks, adding that the agenda did not include discussions of the most important issues
Myanmar is now facing.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military seized power from the
country’s democratically elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on Feb. 1, 2021.
More than one year on, the junta is still struggling with unwavering anti-regime armed
resistance across the country.

“So, the KIO will join only when all relevant stakeholders are able to discuss the country’s
issues in an equal manner,” it said.

A Myanmar political analyst said that while the statement doesn’t specifically mention who
the “relevant stakeholders” are, it could be interpreted as referring to Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Force (PDF), as
“70 percent of the fighting the regime is facing today in the country is with the PDFs.”

Min Aung Hlaing’s invitation excludes both the NUG and PDF, while welcoming all EAOs. The
regime has branded the NUG and PDFs as terrorist groups.

The NUG was formed after the coup by lawmakers from Myanmar’s ousted National League
for Democracy (NLD) and their ethnic allies to challenge the regime’s legitimacy at home
and abroad. Many in Myanmar take the NUG as their legitimate government, while some
Western countries are also informally engaging with the parallel government.

The junta chief’s request for talks comes as his regime faces the most serious challenges to
its attempt to rule the country since the military staged a coup last year. So far the regime
has still not been able to bring the country under its control. The armed wings of some
powerful EAOs, including the Karen National Union (KNU) and the Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO), are working with the NUG and fighting alongside resistance forces
against regime troops, inflicting heavy casualties. Others are unofficially supporting the
resistance movement.

Founded in 1961, the KIO is one of Myanmar’s oldest revolutionary ethnic groups. It signed
a peace deal with Myanmar’s central government in 1994 but it collapsed in 2011 and
fighting has resumed.

As a consequence of the KIO's rejection on the peace talks, the political analyst said, there
would be more fighting in Kachin, Chin, Sagaing and Magwe, where the KIA is active along
with the PDFs.
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“Also, there will be more military tension in northern Shan State, where the KIA and its allies
the Arakan Army [AA], the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army [MNDAA] and the
Ta’ang National Liberation Army [TNLA] are active,” he said.

So far, the AA, MNDAA and TNLA haven’t publicly responded to the invitation.

The KIO’s rejection of the peace talks came after the NUG’s acting president warned
EAOs not to accept the junta’s invitation, saying military regimes rarely keep their promises.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kia-spurns-myanmar-juntas-invitation-to-join-
peace-talks.html

Junta Shelling Kills Restaurant Owner And Customer In Hpakant Township
KNG | 5th May 2022

Two people were killed by the Burma Army (BA) after a shell struck a
business in Hpakant Township, in Kachin State.

According to a local familiar with the incident, Yon Gway, 50, the
owner of Soung Yarthi Restaurant and Maung Myint, 45, were killed
in Maw Pon, in the Lon Khin village tract, after the BA

~ indiscriminately fired two shells on Tuesday evening.

"It wasn’t a clash,” said the man, requesting anonymity, explaining
the regime was attacking Maw Pon residents from Hsan Khar.

Locals said they heard artillery fired an hour before the shell hit the restaurant.

“We thought that there was an explosion in (one of the) jade mining blocks. Later, we
realised that the BA was firing artillery shells,” a second anonymous source has said.

The deceased were cremated by the next day.
Last week, the BA shelled the Kachin Independence Army’s Brigade 9 based in the township.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/05/junta-shelling-kills-restaurant-owner-and-customer-
in-hpakant-township/

KBC Helps Displaced Villagers Move Camps In Tanai
KNG | 5th May 2022

People displaced by the conflict in Kachin State have decided
to move from their camp, located on the premises of a
church, to another place with the help of the Kachin Baptist
Convention (KBC).

"We have been living there for a long time, but the problem is
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that the area is prone to flooding during the rainy season,” said a resident of Shaduzup KBC
internally displaced people (IDPs) camp along the Tanai-Ledo road. He told KNG that they
will move to the western Kachin Baptist Church grounds in Awng Ra, which is not too far
from their original camp.

At the end of April, residents held a prayer and groundbreaking ceremony before
construction work began on the six-acre plot. The man said KBC offered them $5,400 to
build huts for the IDPs to live.

“If we spend all the money, we will have to stop construction and might need more financial
support to finish it.”

He said that of the 24 families who will move there, only 16 will live there for the whole
year, so these families will be given priority for housing. Both the Kachin Independence
Organisation (KIO) and the regime have accepted the new location for the IDPs.

Residents from Awng Ra IDP camp also want to move, but their situation is more
complicated as they have no land and no one has offered to fund the move, said An, the
camp’s leader.

Both camps were established from villagers from Lord Ja in Tanai Township. They fled their
homes after the Burma Army launched a clearance campaign in 2017 to force the KIO’s
military wing, Kachin Independence Army out of the gold-rich township.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/05/05/kbc-helps-displaced-villagers-move-camps-in-tanai/

Military carries out airstrikes on KNU territory in Mon State

The attack is the latest escalation of tensions in an area that Karen forces have ordered the
military to leave

Khin Nyein Chan | Published on May 4, 2022

A shell dropped on Lay Kay on May 1 (KIC)

Myanmar’s military dropped several bombs on a village in territory
controlled by Brigade 1 of the Karen National Union (KNU) on
Sunday, a spokesperson for the group has confirmed.

The aerial attack, which targeted the village of Lay Kay in Mon State’s
Bilin Township, reportedly injured three villagers and destroyed eight houses and a
monastery.

According to the KNU spokesperson, several other buildings were also damaged by fire. On
Monday, local news outlet KIC reported that a total of 10 houses had been destroyed.

The attack came just over a week after the Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO), an
armed wing of the KNU, fired several warning shots at two bases that the group had earlier
ordered the military to abandon.
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The bases, which are located in wooded areas near Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan, another village
in Bilin Township, are used by both regime troops and members of an allied Border Guard
Force.

A day after the KNDO shot at the bases on the night of April 23, regime forces reportedly
opened fire on Lay Kay with 60mm artillery shells, resulting in the destruction of three
houses in the village.

Padoh Saw Soe Myint, the chair of the KNU’s Brigade 1, said the situation remains tense, as
there are still around 70-80 troops stationed at each base.

At least 7,000 residents residents of Bilin Township have
been forced to flee recent attacks by regime forces (KNU)

According to a statement released by the KNU on April 25,
the military’s actions have displaced nearly 7,000 civilians
from nine villages in Bilin Township.

Padoh Saw Soe Myint said he expected more to flee
following the latest attack.

“For sure, more are going to be displaced after the
bombings,” he said, adding that the regime has repeatedly
targeted civilians in the area.

“I would like to tell the people to be very cautious and to stay
away from conflict areas,” he added.

The military has been carrying out airstrikes on territory controlled by KNU brigades 3, 5 and
6 since March of last year.

In the past month alone, at least 10 aerial attacks have been reported in areas of Karen
State’s Mutraw (Hpapun) District under the control of Brigade 5, as well as in Brigade 6
territory in Myawaddy and Kawkareik townships.

Major clashes have taken place in both areas over the past month. On April 4, junta

forces destroyed several vehicles during fighting along a stretch of the Asian Highway that
connects Myawaddy and Kawkareik, and last Thursday, a Brigade 5 tactical commander was
killed during a clash in Mutraw.

Meanwhile, tensions have also been high in Bago Region’s Taungoo District, where on April
25 the KNDOQ'’s Battalion 4 gave junta forces 15 days to leave their Kyi Chaung and Koe Day
bases in territory controlled by KNU Brigade 2.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-carries-out-airstrikes-on-knu-territory-in-
mon-state
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Over 1,000 locals displaced as junta troops clash with KNLA in Mon State’s Kyaikto Twsp
DMG | 04 May 2022

[ X Fires were reported due to fighting between the
' ‘ - Myanmar military and KNLA coalition forces near
l i Ingabo village in Mon State’s Kyaikto Township on
T May 3. (Photo: KRIN)

DMG Newsroom | 4 May 2022, Kyaikto, Mon
State

A clash between the Myanmar military and
coalition forces headed by the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) broke out near Ingabo
village in Kyaikto Township, Mon State, on May 3, forcing more than 1,000 civilians to flee
their homes, according to local sources.

A source close to Brigade 1 of the KNLA, the armed wing of Karen National Union (KNU),
said the fighting broke out between the two sides when KNLA coalition forces opened fire
on a Myanmar military base near Ingabo village.

“The KNLA coalition forces opened fire on the Myanmar military camp at the entrance of
Ingabo village at 10 a.m. yesterday, resulting in an exchange of fire between the two sides,”
the source said on May 4.

Regime troops fired at least five artillery shells at Ingabo village early Wednesday morning,
forcing residents to flee their homes, according to locals.

“Myanmar military troops have been stationed near the village since the previous clashes.
Yesterday, the KNLA members came and fired at the Myanmar military camp. Earlier this
morning, gunfire from the Myanmar military was heard from the village. The bullets were
fired into the village, forcing the villagers to flee,” a resident of Ingabo village said.

More than 1,000 locals have reportedly fled to nearby forests as a result of the hostilities,
with food and shelter problems looming, according to a relief group helping internally
displaced people (IDPs).

Kyaikto Township has been the scene of multiple clashes between Myanmar’s military
regime and anti-junta forces in Mon State since the coup on February 1, 2021, forcing
thousands of civilians to flee their homes.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4393-ingapore

Burma Army’s Militia, the Border Guard, Forcibly Detained 100 Civilians — Villagers Now
Fear Forced Conscription or Use as Military Porters

A Border Guard Force battalion, under the control of the Burma Army took as many as 100
villagers from eight villages in territory under the control of the Karen National Union as
prisoners and according to residents, held them captive for no apparent reason.
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Karen News | 5 May 2022

The villagers from the KNU, Thaton District, Brigade
1, west of the Salween River in Hpa-an Township,
were captured on May 1, 2022, by militia from BGF,
battalion 1014, for no apparent reason, according
to local villagers.

A Pay Pin Sate villager who witnessed the event,
confirmed to Karen News that around 50 members
of BGF battalion 1014 came with six civilian trucks, blocking the village entrances, fired their
weapons and arrested villagers from Myaing village, Kone Tan Kyi village, Wae Pyan Chaung
Wa village, Bu Yar Sate village, Wae Pyan village, Pay Pin Sate village, Mate Hte Lar village,
and Mi Zine.

The villager who had escaped being arrested said; “They [BGF] came in the morning, at 8am.
They parked three cars at the entrance of the village. Three more cars were parked at the
[other] end of the village. They rounded up and arrested villagers, shooting at people who
tried to escape them. Luckily, | was not wounded. | crossed the Salween River by swimming
and headed towards the Kaw’ Lone shoal in the river. They tried to shoot [us] from the
mountains. | heard around 100 villagers were taken away. | am not sure if it is to make them
work for them or conscript them to be soldiers.”

According to villagers in the areas, local villagers, especially young people from villages on
the banks of the Salween River in Hpa-an Township, and from Hlaingbwe Township villages
— Shwe Goon, Inn Noh Thate Pan, Kaw’ Lone Island are concerned of being arrested as news
spread that the BGF forces raided and arrested local people.

This was not the first time the BGF illegally arrested villagers. In April and March 2022
villagers were detained and forced to carry food and ammunition for the BGF.

Villagers taken by the BGF after the February 2021 coup, have not been in contact with their
families causing alarm among local people.

Karen News could not reach BGF officials for comment on the arrests of villagers.

https://karennews.org/2022/05/burma-armys-militia-the-border-guard-forcibly-detained-
100-civilians-villagers-now-fear-forced-conscription-or-use-as-military-porters/

Youths Forced To Drive Soldiers Killed In Northern Shan State Ambush
By SHAN - May 5, 2022

A prominent Shan youth leader and his friend were hijacked at gunpoint to drive soldiers
from the Burma Army (BA) were killed when their vehicle was ambushed by the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) in Muse Township, in northern Shan State.
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TYN Kyautme youth kill by TNLA when B A force to use
their car

According to the Tai Youths Network (TYN), their
executive member, who's also part of the Committee of
Shan State Unity (CSSU), and his friend were abducted by
the regime’s forces en route to the town of Muse.

The TNLA ambushed them near Maw Tawng, killing the two Shan youths and the BA soldiers
in their car, a TYN member told Shan, preferring for his name to remain unpublished. He
heard that 12 soldiers were killed during the 30 minute raid.

“TNLA attacked the BA with machine guns and launchers,” a friend of the deceased told
SHAN, also asking to remain anonymous. Following the clash, a social volunteer team from
milepost 105 and others arrived to collect the youths’ bodies to send to the Muse Public
Hospital for an autopsy.

According to reports from locals, the TNLA troops waited to attack the BA on a hilltop
outside the village on Wednesday at 5pm.

SHAN spoke with an anonymous source at the youth’s funeral in Muse on Thursday. He said
after they’re cremated, their ashes will be sent to the town of Kyaukme, where both of
them are from and where they travelled from prior to the army kidnapping them.

The CSSU includes Shan State Progress Party, Restoration Council of Shan State, Shan
Nationalities League for Democracy and Shan Nationalities Democratic Party.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24919

Burma Army Abducts Villagers From Southern Shan State
By SHAN - May 5, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) has abducted several dozen people after informants led the 100-
strong column to their village in Ywar Ngarn Township, southern Shan State.

Ywar Ngan Township

A Lae Kein resident requesting anonymity told SHAN
the soldiers took away 34 villagers, including four
women, from their homes over a week ago.

Another anonymous local has explained that the
men were taken to Kalaw town and the women were
sent directly to the BA’s camp that is nearby.

“Some female villagers were forced to cook for the soldiers at their base near Lae Kein,”
says the man from Naban Gyi, which is close to Lae Kein.

Page 41 of 106


https://english.shannews.org/archives/24919
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

Before the military overthrew the government over a year ago, Lae Kein was peaceful. But
things changed in the village of about 300 houses after the army launched a clearance
campaign in Ywar Ngarn Township.

Another source, also asking for his name to remain unpublished, told SHAN there are 100
BA soldiers staying in Oak Twin and soldiers are also deployed in Htamin Poung, Kyan Taw
and Paw Saw.

“Soldiers have stolen valuable things and phones from some homes in Oak Twin. Many have
already fled after the BA forced some villagers to guide them in the area.”

After the BA committed grave human rights abuses in Ywa Ngan Township, about 800
people fled their homes. Now these people are internally displaced, and they urgently need
emergency aid.

In mid-April, soldiers murdered six people from Pae Yin Tawng after accusing them of
helping the People’s Defence Forces, which are fighting against the dictatorship.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24917
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