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NUG settling in for long fight against junta

Myanmar’s Revolution Must Succeed: NUG Humanitarian Minister
Twelve junta soldiers killed in Tanintharyi’s Palaw and Dawei townships
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NUG settling in for long fight against junta
APRIL 28, 2022 | By FRONTIER

As the National Unity Government enters its second year of existence, it faces the
herculean task of simultaneously governing and fighting a war against the military with
limited resources.

Last April, following bloody crackdowns that killed hundreds of protestors demonstrating
against the military coup, lawmakers elected in the 2020 election appointed the National
Unity Government. Since then, the NUG has been leading a “people’s defensive war” against
the Myanmar military while trying to gain international recognition and provide government
services to a country engulfed in conflict.

Unlike the previous mass movements against military dictatorship in Myanmar, this
nationwide uprising — also known as the Spring Revolution — has been characterised by
the shift away from the non-violent activism that has long been espoused by the
reimprisoned Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The Acting President of the NUG, Duwa Lashi La, outlined the parallel government’s strategy
to defeat the military regime, which calls itself the State Administration Council, during a
declaration of war last September.

“We have to initiate a nationwide uprising in every village, town and city in the entire
country,” he said in a televised address. He also directed public servants to remain on strike
and urged ethnic armed organisations as well as newly formed militias largely known as
People’s Defence Forces to attack the junta’s assets and forces.

“As this is a public revolution, we urge all citizens within the whole of Myanmar to rebel
against the rule of the military terrorists led by Min Aung Hlaing,” he said

On April 16, Lashi La via Facebook live to commemorate the NUG’s
first anniversary and thanked the people involved in the Spring Revolution for their support
and generosity. He laid out the NUG’s plans to expand governance and the provision of
education, health, and justice services, as well as scale-up humanitarian assistance. He also
called on the international community to support the revolution.

Though the military is reviled by the vast majority of the country and the NUG generally
enjoys popular support, not everyone is convinced that the parallel government will come
out on top. Foreign governments and some powerful ethnic armed organisations have been
reluctant to treat the NUG as the legitimate government of Myanmar. But despite much
initial skepticism, the civilian-led administration has come a long way in just one year.

Impressive numbers

The NUG has claimed many impressive achievements, some with more veracity than
others.

The NUG abolished the 2008 military-drafted constitution and recognised the crimes
committed against the Rohingya. Many have embraced these acts as signs that the nascent
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https://www.facebook.com/NUGmyanmar/videos/1003552733615328

body is serious about transforming the country beyond simply removing the military from
government.

Achievements listed by the NUG in its last year included
mobilising K2.03 billion (approximately USS1 million) in aid for people displaced by conflict
and support for the families of those killed or arrested by the junta. The junta has attacked
aid workers, blocked humanitarian supply routes and seized relief supplies throughout the
country since the coup. The UN refugee agency estimates that there are nearly 800,000
displaced people in Myanmar. Through a range of fundraising efforts, the NUG has also said
it has been able to accumulate a budget of US$700 million.

“It’s difficult to express an objective judgment since we don’t have the data for aid
distribution. But the NUG is regularly contacted and consulted and it has demonstrated
anecdotally that it owns the high moral ground and the sort of maturity you would expect
from the leadership,” said a senior diplomat working in Myanmar who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

Additionally, although it’s unclear how much control the NUG exerts over PDFs and to what
extent it has managed to establish a united front with EAOs, the diplomat said it was
important for the parallel government to discourage attacks on civilians.

Frontier has not been able to independently verify the budget numbers, but striking civil
servants, to whom the parallel government had made promises to provide salaries, have
complained of

In an with Radio Free Asia on April 19, NUG Defence Minister U Yee Mon said
there are between 50,000 and 100,000 PDF members. He also claimed that a total of 259
PDF battalions have been formed, as well as 250 township-based forces and 401 guerrilla
forces and that most were in contact with the parallel government.

Contact does not necessarily mean collaboration, however, and many of these armed
groups act independently of the NUG and each other.

The NUG defence ministry released a on February 16 claiming resistance groups
killed more than 9,000 soldiers and police between last June and February 2022. The
number of civilians killed by resistance forces, usually for being seen as collaborating with
the regime on some level, was not provided. Frontier could not independently verify this
number.

According to a six-month posted by Yee Mon, the NUG defence ministry has received
over USS30 million in donations as of March 13, and 85 percent of which was used to buy
and produce weapons. Despite these claims, some PDF members have said they have

much support from the ministry.

In an interview with Frontier on April 19, NUG International Cooperation Minister Dr Sasa
said its successes during the past year included ensuring that the SAC is not recognised as
Myanmar’s government and cutting its access to finance and weapons.

Page 3 of 49


https://www.burmalibrary.org/sites/burmalibrary.org/files/obl/2022-03-12-NUG-Budget_2021-22-tu-en.pdf?__cf_chl_rt_tk=LMOBx1imkj8sdyNYkQ7SiROKDomr37SFB3ReCoX8PmU-1650420703-0-gaNycGzNCD0
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/the-cdm-anxiety-hardship-and-sacrifice-but-no-regrets/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=514434223616842
https://www.facebook.com/modNUG/posts/240801428252260/
https://www.facebook.com/maung.t.thit/posts/10223397286812871
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/how-can-we-fight-without-weapons/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/how-can-we-fight-without-weapons/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/how-can-we-fight-without-weapons/

“We had a huge success on the first point compared to the 1990 palace coup by Than Shwe.
The international community then started to recognise the coup government within a few
months, but this time because of our combined efforts, we have put a roadblock to the
international community; not even [the Association of Southeast Asian Nations], they will
not recognise Min Aung Hlaing as the leader of the country,” Sasa said.

Though the NUG is not recognised on the international stage as Myanmar’s government
either, it has had extensive interactions with Western nations and democratic governments
in Asia. It also established offices in Japan, South Korea, the United States and the Czech
Republic.

Sasa said the NUG has been lobbying the British, French, Norwegian, German, Japanese,
Australian and New Zealand governments, and the European Union to recognise the NUG as
the legitimate government of Myanmar.

Myanmar’s United Nations ambassador seat has also remained outside of the junta’s grasp.
Ambassador U Kyaw Moe Tun declared his loyalty to the overthrown civilian government
and has since aligned himself with the NUG, as the junta failed in its efforts to replace him.

On the economic front, the revolutionary movement has been able to hold strong on a
general boycott of brands associated with the military within the country, push for stronger
and ever expanding sanctions against military-affiliated companies from the international
community, and has been able to pressure multiple large corporations to leave Myanmar,
including those in telecommunications, oil and gas, and beer.

Additionally, the NUG finance ministry’s guidelines on responsible investment are being
closely watched by multinational companies according to business sources in Yangon,
though the same sources say that the NUG’s demand that no businesses pay taxes to the
SAC is unrealistic. Business owners and their employees face shutdowns, physical attacks, or
arrest if they do not pay taxes to the junta.

However, the NUG has been fairly successful in getting companies to be wary of appearing
to work with the regime. NUG finance minister U Tin Tun Naing warned foreign chambers of
commerce against legitimising the junta after some of their members met junta-appointed
investment minister U Aung Naing Oo last September.

“The NUG and associated social punishment still is influential in its pressure on businesses
not to meet and gladhand the SAC,” said a local business leader who asked not to be named
for their safety.

‘There is still a lot of wishful thinking’

Although resistance to military rule remains steadfast, some wonder whether the NUG can
lead the people to victory.

Peacock Generation, a troupe famous for satirical verses traditionally performed during the
Myanmar new year known as thangyat, the NUG and its consultative body, the
National Unity Consultative Council, in a video live-streamed on social media on the parallel
government’s first anniversary on April 16.
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“The revolution is winning... it’s winning... in Zoom meetings,” the troupe sang, mocking the
NUG’s frequent online meetings. Other lyrics included “Did you receive guns from NUG... yes
we got some airsoft guns”. The reference to “airsoft guns” is Burmese wordplay for doing a
lot of talking.

The 27-minute long video was watched by more than 335,000 users, and largely garnered
positive feedback. One user commented that “NUG shouldn’t take these as finding faults
but constructive criticism and start fixing things.”

Diplomats in Yangon told Frontier the parallel government is not in a position to challenge
the junta’s grip on power.

The NUG and the anti-coup movement have moral leadership but that’s limited in practice,
one senior diplomat in Yangon who spoke on the condition of anonymity said on April 20.
“There is still a lot of wishful thinking [about toppling the military],” the diplomat said. “Both
sides appear to believe their own rhetoric, when the reality is that... any form of ‘victory’
appears impossible.”

Another key concern, the diplomat stated, is that China and India have decisively sided with
the junta.

The diplomat cited a by China’s foreign minister Mr Wang Yi, during an April 1
visit to Beijing by his junta-appointed counterpart, U Wunna Maung Lwin. Wang stated that
China “has always placed Myanmar in an important position in its neighbourly diplomacy”
and would always back Myanmar, “no matter how the situation changes”.

Meanwhile, Min Aung Hlaing accepted the credentials of India’s new ambassador, Mr Vinay
Kumar, in a ceremony at Nay Pyi Taw on April 6.

Unlike Aung San Suu Kyi, who in 2015 became the first foreign opposition leader to meet

China’s head of state President Xi Jinping, the NUG has not been able to convince Beijing

that it is the government-in-waiting. The parallel government has also struggled to garner
support from Delhi.

“For China, the military will always be an important force in Myanmar politics. The civil war
might be rampant, but it doesn’t mean NUG and PDF plus EAOs can drive the military out,”
said Ms Yun Sun, director of the China programme at the US-based Stimson Center, on April
20.

In the minds of the Chinese government, “the military is going to rule the country, no
matter how limited its territory and how much domestic resistance. Its legitimacy might be
disputed, but it is what can still be regarded as the central government,” Yun said.

The NUG has been critical of China for its stance, and has also criticised the international
community for not doing more to support the parallel government. Sasa pointed out that
while the international community was quick to sanction Vladirmir Putin and Russian
oligarchs after the invasion of Ukraine, it took some time for Myanmar’s generals and their
allies to be subject to the same mechanisms.
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It is also important for the NUG to talk to Asian governments, the Yangon-based diplomat
added. “They spend a lot of time preaching to the converted, that’s us, and not enough
speaking to those who need to be converted,” the diplomat said.

To garner more international support, there was also a need “produce policy statements
that reflect the progressive views of modern democracies, such as on the death penalty,
human rights, inclusiveness, tolerance towards diversity, fair and conducive economic
policies,” the diplomat added.

A Myanmar business leader agreed. She told Frontier on April 26 that the NUG should create
stronger connections internationally and “ensure its platform is not just for resistance but
also for nation-building.”

“Internally, the NUG needs to connect with the younger generation and outline what they
will bring for the country,” she said,“externally, they need to do a better job of articulating
why the world should care about Myanmar. Not just repeating the injustice done to us but
for the world to see Myanmar as a place of hope and a promising integration into the global
community, and more emphasis on how we are going to help ourselves, not just asking for
outside help.”

Dr Khin Zaw Win of the Tampadipa Institute, a Yangon-based think tank, said Myanmar’s
neighbours have had cozy relations with the military for decades. It has become innate in
neighbouring countries to consider the military in their institutional and strategic plans and
the NUG should therefore be focusing on establishing closer relationships with them, he
told Frontier on April 19.

“[These countries] are not going to abandon [engagement with the military] in a hurry, and
it’s not enough for the NUG to say ‘you should have relations with us because we are the
elected government’. Elections and democracy matter very little for those countries,” Khin
Zaw Win said, “what’s the use if you don’t influence your neighbours?”

‘The NUG deserves credit’

Specialists on Myanmar say that despite its shortcomings, the NUG has come a long way and
succeeded in maintaining revolutionary momentum.

Independent researcher and analyst, Mr Matthew Arnold, told Frontier on April 18 that
although there is “a sense of frustration and impatience”, the NUG “has achieved what the
democratic resistance didn’t manage after the 1988 coup. It has created a viable resistance
that has a real chance of unseating the junta.”

“Right now the country is in the midst of an armed revolution. But if it is successful, then the
political framework and relationships laid down through the NUCC will be critical,” he said,
“the NUG deserves credit for much of this work, mostly due to the willingness of leaders to
compromise and think big.”

“In many ways the NUCC process picks up on dynamics that were disrupted since the
military first staged a coup in 1960/62,” Arnold said.

Page 6 of 49



There is still room for improvement though, argued a Myanmar political analyst who
requested anonymity due to security risks.

“The NUG will have to triage the range of needs it can handle, including funding the ongoing
self-defensive, and now increasingly offensive, war effort, but also the needs of civilians on
the ground who have become collateral damage in the military’s razed earth tactics, not to
mention the bottom of the pyramid that is increasingly feeling the socioeconomic impact of
the coup and political unrest,” he said on April 27.

The analyst added that although key ministries working on service delivery are impeded by
finance and reach, areas to improve on have been identified with support from allies
including key EAOs and their associated networks, local organizations and grassroots
networks, health professionals, and others.

Independent researcher on Myanmar, Mr Kim Jolliffe, said “the people are desperate, so
nothing will ever be enough. The NUG needs to keep learning, adapting and pushing new
boundaries”, but “overall, the movement has made more progress in its crucial goal than
any movement since the 1962 coup. It is still building and building. Actors all over the
country say they have never seen the military so weak”.

A year on, the NUG has had time to show the Myanmar people and the world what it is
capable of. The largely jubilant welcome it received when it was first announced has given
way to constructive criticism and thoughtful engagement. People seem to remain largely
hopeful, but are demanding ever more from the parallel government.

“Although the NUG was established tumultuously, | see it becoming an organised
government with time. As the [NUG] members have to throw themselves from the old
system to a completely new system, there still remains some old habits. But, [the NUG] has
the desire to fix these habits,” said Ma Wint, a protester from Yangon, “this is and must be
one of the characteristics of a government that will walk side-by-side with the people.”

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/nug-settling-in-for-long-fight-against-junta/

Myanmar’s Revolution Must Succeed: NUG Humanitarian Minister
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 April 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has killed civilians, torched houses and looted valuables in
resistance hot spots across the country.

Hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced by fighting and Dr. Win Myat Aye, the
humanitarian affairs and disaster management minister in the shadow National Unity
Government (NUG), recently talked to The Irrawaddy about how his team is helping
displaced people.

The former rector of the Magwe University of Medicine served as the social welfare, relief
and resettlement minister in the National League for Democracy government before the
2021 coup.
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Many people have been left homeless by junta raids. How is the NUG taking care of civil
war victims?

Many places are suffering from violence and Kayah, Chin, Sagaing and Magwe have been hit
hardest. We are working to ease their plight.

According to the UNHCR, around 566,100 people have been recently displaced by fighting. It
is difficult for us to help all of them. So far we have reached 354,194 people.

We have provided 2.7 billion kyats (US$1.4 million) in relief aid and 62 percent of that was
given to Kayah, Karen, Chin, Sagaing and Magwe. We are trying to expand our outreach and
cover all the areas.

How is the NUG cooperating with residents and ethnic organizations?

Some 14.4 million people are going hungry across the country. We have only been able to
help a small percentage. The NUG alone can’t handle it. The process calls for cooperation.
Most of the war victims are in ethnic-minority areas and along the borders. So it is critically
important for us to cooperate with ethnic organizations.

When we provide assistance, we need to reach social organizations that can work with us.
There are organizations networked with ethnic revolutionary groups and ethnic
organizations. We need a coordination committee to network with those organizations.

A coordination committee has been formed independently. It was not formed by the NUG
and it is not operating under the NUG. All the stakeholders suggested that it will be effective
if community-based organizations and civil society organizations can coordinate relief
efforts. So we formed an independent coordination committee.

This committee is working out relief efforts after adopting policies and procedures. We
assume that this coordination has enabled us to better serve the people over the past year.

What are the challenges? Can public donations fund the NUG’s relief efforts?
We were empty-handed after we initiated relief efforts. We need funds.

We are the government during the revolution. We rely on the people. The people only have
each other. We mainly rely on expats. People have actively helped with boundless goodwill.

Some donors are helping through us and others directly help those in need. Some are
helping through social organizations.

Regional countries and the United Nations have called for the delivery of humanitarian
assistance through ASEAN. Will the regime listen to their calls?

We can only fulfill some of the many needs of the people so international assistance is
necessary. But for now, Myanmar’s people help each other and they haven’t received
international assistance. We are paving the way for the delivery of international
humanitarian assistance.
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ASEAN has formed a humanitarian team for Myanmar which has received huge
contributions. The assistance must reach people.

The regime views civilian victims as the enemy. So assistance will not come through the
regime. The international community must know how to help the people.

The international community can help through the coordination committee and the NUG.
We have international agencies and non-governmental organizations partnering with us.
Humanitarian assistance can be provided through them. We can also help them contact
community-based civil society organizations to work with.

Financial aid will not reach the people through the regime. The international community has
to take a practical approach to help the people.

Social welfare was neglected under previous military regimes but it was pushed to the
fore under the NLD government. As a former social welfare minister, what is your
assessment of the regime’s social welfare ministry?

There is a huge gap between the past and present. We were an elected government and we
could help people in real-time when they were in trouble. We went to affected areas in
person and received their recognition. We were close to the people and provided help to
the displaced and ethnic minorities.

But | now realize we could not fully understand their feelings although we met them.

Though we met cordially with displaced people, we did not have a chance to have open
discussions with them. It has become obvious now that it was because of military influence
in the administration.

The military did not allow us to visit some displacement camps, citing security reasons. It
concealed the real situation and suffering from us. This has been clearly revealed by the
regime’s violence against the people.

It is difficult for the NUG to carry out relief efforts but we fully understand the feelings of
displaced people.

We are very sad about how much they suffered in the past. | want to apologize to them.
The NLD government planned to largely increase the humanitarian budget.

In the past, the defense budget got the lion’s share and humanitarian assistance was
underfunded and things have gone back to zero since the coup.

The NUG is helping those affected. But our assistance is very limited because we rely on
donations. Our social welfare ministry does a good job but the regime’s ministry fails to
provide any services.

We are working with civil society organizations, people’s authorities and people’s defense
forces to provide services. There has been greater unity since the revolution started.

What else would you like to say?
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Regime troops torch villages, destroyed property, loot belongings and deploy in villages.
Residents are forced from their homes into forests and other villages. When junta troops
leave, nothing is left.

We are trying to help people and have designed plans. But we need funds. We are holding
talks with international organizations to gain funds. There will be results soon.

The most important thing is the revolution must succeed. Everything else can be handled if
the revolution succeeds. We keep our eyes fixed on the success of the revolution in
whatever step we take. If the revolution succeeds, power will be handed to the people and
we will be able to establish the federal democracy which all the people want. We have to
remain firm in this revolution and we are propping up the resistance.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/interview-myanmars-revolution-must-
succeed-nug-humanitarian-minister.html

Twelve junta soldiers killed in Tanintharyi’s Palaw and Dawei townships
By Mizzima

Twelve junta troops were killed and four military vehicles destroyed in fighting between
junta troops and People's Defense Forces (PDFs) in Palaw and Dawei townships, in
Tanintharyi Region on the night of 26 April, according to resistance forces.

The King Cobra Force detonated three landmines near Kadei Village, in Myeik District’s
Palaw Township, at around 8 pm on 26 April. The King Cobra Force announced that at least
10 junta soldiers were killed and seven military vehicles were hit, of which two were burned
out.

Previously, at around 7 p.m. on 26 April, fighting broke out for 40 minutes between junta
troops and PDF members who were carrying out inspections near the eight-mile
intersection in Mae Chaung village, in Dawei Township’s Thabyar Village-Tract. According to
reports two junta soldiers were killed and several others were injured. Two of their three
vehicles were damaged and the third was seized by the PDF, according to a PDF
representative.

The Dawei Township People's Defence Force Dawei (PDF-Dawei) has requested that people
not use the Dawei to Htee Khi road during the current military tensions.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/twelve-junta-soldiers-killed-tanintharyis-palaw-and-
dawei-toawnships
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Junta troops torch 500 homes in 3 days in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

A scorched-earth campaign is underway in the region, where the internet has been down
for weeks.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.28

Homes destroyed in a military arson attack in
Sagaing region's Mingin township, April 25, 2022.
MDF Special Force

Junta troops torched more than 500 homes in
five villages over the past three days in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region, residents said
Thursday, where nearly three-fourths of
townships have been cut off from internet access since early March amid ongoing
military raids.

The arson attacks occurred between April 25 and April 27 in the Sagaing townships of
Mingin, Khin Oo, and Shwebo, residents told RFA’s Myanmar Service, speaking on
condition of anonymity out of fear of reprisal.

Soldiers destroyed around 200 and 70 homes in Mingin’s Thanbauk and Zinkale villages,
respectively, on April 25, some 220 homes in Khin Oo’s Thanboh village the following day,
and an unconfirmed number of homes in Shwebo’s Malar and Makhauk villages on the
evening of April 27, they said. The number of homes set alight in Shwebo township was
not immediately clear because residents remain in hiding.

One resident of Khin Oo said that the fires in Thanboh broke out early in the morning
April 26 after two columns of troops entered the village.

“The fires were burning almost the whole day and died down only at about 5 p.m.,” he
said.

“There have been more raids since they cut off the internet. More troops have been
brought in and there have been more atrocities committed, such as setting houses on fire
and killing people.”

Aung San Myint, a 35-year-old villager who was arrested during the raid on Thanbo
village and forced to work as a guide, was later shot dead by the soldiers who held him
captive, he said.

Residents said Thanboh village is home to around 300 houses and is adjacent to Magyee
Tone village, where many members of the pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia live. They said
that while the military and Pyu Saw Htee often enter the area, Tuesday marked the first
time homes there had been set on fire.

A resident of nearby Kyauk Myaung sub-township, who declined to be named for security
reasons, said the attacks likely took place after informants reported to the army that
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members of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries are active in the
area.

Other sources said that the military unit responsible for the arson attacks was
accompanied by Pyu Saw Htee fighters and identified it as the Kalemyo township-based
Infantry Battalion No. 87, with an estimated force of around 150 troops.

An aerial view of Chaung Oo village, in Sagaing
region's Pale township, where junta troops and
Pyu Saw Htee fighters burned more than 300
homes, Dec. 18, 2022. Credit: RFA

Internet restrictions

Attempts to contact junta deputy information
minister, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, for comment
on the burnings went unanswered Thursday.

However, in a statement on April 4, he told RFA that soldiers were not responsible for
arson attacks in Sagaing.

“Some PDFs and [armed ethnic] groups attacked villages where [pro-junta] militias have
been formed,” he said at the time.

“They set the villages on fire when they leave and blame the military or Pyu Saw Htee. ...
When villages are destroyed by fire, it is the [junta] who must rebuild them. So, we have
no reason to burn the villages.”

Since early March, internet access has been cut off in 27 of the 37 townships under the
administration of Sagaing — including the embattled townships of Debayin, Kani, Pale,
Khin Oo and Shwebo, where much of the fighting between the military and the PDF has
taken place in the region.

A member of the Monywa University Students' Union, who declined to be named, called
the shutdown a violation of residents’ right of access to information.

“People in these areas have no way of learning about what is happening in other parts of
Myanmar, about the political situation outside Sagaing region, or how the fight against
the military is going on in various townships,” he said.

“They only have information from those around them, as if they are cut off from the
outside world.”

Residents have been reduced to sharing information between themselves via weekly text
messages, he said.

Data for Myanmar, a research group that monitors how conflict affects communities,
recently said that as of April 16, junta troops have torched more than 9,000 homes across
the country since the military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup. More than 60% of the
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homes — the most of any of Myanmar’s 15 states, regions and territories — were located
in Sagaing, the group said.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/arson-04282022203326.html

Myanmar Junta Officially Endorses Militias to Attack Anti-Regime Civilians
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 April 2022

Myanmar’s regime has officially endorsed pro-junta militias that are increasingly targeting
civilians who oppose military rule.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told the regime-controlled media in
Naypyitaw on Wednesday that the regime was implementing a “public security system” and
will strengthen them to eliminate “terrorist” forces.

He said the system has been developed with regime supporters, the army and police in
some areas Where resistance forces have escalated attacks on junta targets.

“We will support them with manpower and equipment,” he said.

His comments come as pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militias are increasingly terrorizing civilians
and ambush resistance fighters alongside regime troops in resistance strongholds like
Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions.

The first Pyu Saw Htee — named after a legendary historical hero — militias were formed in
mid-May last year after the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) began forming
people’s defense forces (PDFs) to resist the regime.

The groups emerged as attacks on military-appointed administrators and administrative
offices were increasing.

A married couple, who were members of the National
League for Democracy in Myingyan, Mandalay Region,
killed by the pro-junta Thwe Thout group in July 2021.

The Pyu Saw Htee largely consist of military supporters,
retired military personnel, members of the military proxy
Union Solidarity and Development Party and ultra-
nationalists.

l& |

The Progressive Voice rights group recently reported that the Pyu Saw Htee are becoming
increasingly violent and are permitted by the junta to make arrests, kill PDF members, loot
and destroy property and assassinate political leaders.

On March 3 in Lel Yar village, Magwe Region, junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee members
torched around 200 buildings, destroying homes, livestock feed, a water pump and crops,
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Progressive Voice reported. Approximately 1,700 civilians, including 500 children, fled Lel
Yar after hearing gunfire as their houses began to be set alight.

On March 4, junta and Pyu Saw Htee personnel raided Letpan Hla village, setting fire to
around 30 homes and destroying property. The junta also used artillery.

Around 14 resistance fighters in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, were killed in mid-
February by Pyu Saw Htee members disguised as civilians.

Maj Gen Zaw Min Tun denied the newly emerged pro-junta Thwe Thout group was
endorsed by the regime. He did not mention taking legal action against the group that is
seizing civilians and leaving them dead with the group’s lanyards.

After the brutal murders of National League for Democracy supporters in Mandalay at
the weekend, Thwe Thout said in a statement that it will murder other party members and
supporters and the families of resistance fighters.

Pro-junta social-media personalities and military informants shared the group’s statement
and its potential targets.

On Wednesday, the NUG’s defense ministry released a statement calling for members of the
Pyu Saw Htee and other groups trained and armed by the regime to surrender to resistance
forces.

The ministry said it will protect those defecting while saying militia members guilty of war
crimes will face the same justice as members of the armed forces.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-officially-endorses-militias-to-
attack-anti-regime-civilians.html

Pro-democracy Mandalay Teashop owners murdered by militia group

By Mizzima | 28 April 2022

The bodies of two members of the pro-democracy National
League for Democracy (NLD) supporting family that owns
the Sein Win Win Teashop in Mandalay were found by the
side of the road after three of the family were arrested on
24 April.

Khin Maung Thein, his wife Daw Kha and his brother, who
were well-known NLD supporters in Mandalay, were detained by the Military Council at
their house on the night of 24 April. Two of them were murdered and another is in a critical
condition. All of them were left by the side of the road.

“Khin Maung Thein, the owner of Sein Win Win teashop and his wife and brother were
taken in custody by the junta’s troops on the night of 24 April. The next morning Khin
Maung Thein and his wife, Daw Kha, were found tied up with rope at the side of the road.
Daw Kha was still alive and she is being treated. Khin Maung Thein’s brother was also
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executed and abandoned by the side of the road”, a person close to the Sein Win Win family
told Mizzima.

“We found a corpse near Jasmine residential housing complex on the strand circular road at
10:00 p.m, last night. We heard that it was Khin Maung Thein’s brother. The next morning,
the body of Khin Maung Thein and his wife, Daw Kha were found near the Aung Pin Le
circular road in the east of the city. We found them with “Thway-Thout” (MDY) militia
group’s badges on their necks. There were lots of wounds on their bodies — most of the
wounds were gunshots and bruises penetrated by something,” said an anonymous person
from a volunteer group.

Khin Maung Thein served as a village tract administrator under the civilian government and
he was a big supporter of the NLD.

Also, in Mandalay junta soldiers took Soe Soe, the wife of the NLD Mandalay Region vice-
chairman Ko Ko Lay, as a hostage on 12th April. She was murdered at the Nang Twin
interrogation center and her body was discarded near Gawyar Stadium in the east of the
city.

“The military is targeting the people who support the NLD”, said a spokesperson from the
Voice of Mandalay, a local news media outlet.

The Military Council is using propaganda to attack members of families who have voiced
strong support for democracy on Telegram in the last month.

When junta supporters and the Myanmar military were removed from Facebook, they
switched to using the Telegram social network. Using the Telegram channel they formed the
Justice Seeker Group Telegram channel. It is making lists of people who: support democracy,
are members of PDFs, anti-junta activists and journalists so that they can be targeted and
attacked.

The Thway-Thout militia group that claimed responsibility for the killings has been praised
by military backed Telegram accounts.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/pro-democracy-mandalay-teashop-owners-murdered-
militia-group

NLD Lawyer Goes Missing Amid Pro-Regime Militia Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 April 2022

A prominent lawyer from the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) Party went
missing on Wednesday in Mandalay. It is feared that Daw Ywat Nu Aung has either been
arrested by the military regime or kidnapped by a pro-junta group responsible for the recent
murders of NLD supporters in Mandalay.
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She is part of the legal team acting for ousted Mandalay Chief Minister and NLD vice
chairman Dr. Zaw Myint Maung, who is currently on trial in Mandalay’s Obo Prison for
alleged corruption.

One of Daw Ywat Nu Aung’s colleagues said she last saw the lawyer on Wednesday, just
before she left Dr. Zaw Myint Maung’s trial at the prison.

“I met her just before she left [the prison]. If she was arrested, it could be around 3:30 or
4pm,” said the colleague.

As of Thursday afternoon, the lawyer’s fate is still unknown.

Many suspect that Daw Ywat Nu Aung may have been arrested by the regime because she is
defending a high-profile NLD figure.

However, her disappearance comes at a time when Mandalay has been rocked by the
extrajudicial killings of NLD members by the Thwe Thout Group, a pro-regime militia. The
group has vowed to respond to an anti-junta force’s pledge to attack regime supporters,
security forces and their family members.

Since last week, Thwe Thout Group has claimed responsibility for the murders of at least
two NLD supporters.

As well as representing Dr. Zaw Mying Maung, Daw Ywat Nu Aung is also representing other
prominent NLD figures detained by the junta, including NLD chair U Win Htein. She is also
the NLD’s senior official for Mandalay Region.

The lawyer came to prominence for her work on a high-profile child rape case held in the
Myanmar capital Naypyitaw in 2019.

The Irrawaddy was unable to contact the regime’s spokesperson for comment.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nld-lawyer-goes-missing-amid-pro-regime-
militia-attacks.html

Who is Myanmar Regime Apologist Ko Ko Hlaing?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 April 2022

Few people in the West or even in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) know
who is who when it comes to the ministers of Myanmar’s junta. But one minister they
should know is U Ko Ko Hlaing, as he is the military regime’s Minister for International
Cooperation and the junta’s point man for dealing with the international community.

U Ko Ko Hlaing is also the chair of the Working Committee on Supervision of United Nations
(UN) Agencies and International Non-Governmental Organizations in Myanmar. In addition,
he is the head of the Task Force on Humanitarian Assistance, meaning that the 65-year-old

oversees international aid efforts in Myanmar. His recent visitors include David Carden, the
deputy humanitarian coordinator for the UN in Myanmar. If those jobs were not enough, in
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February the former Lieutenant Colonel also led Myanmar’s defense at the International
Court of Justice in the Netherlands against allegations of genocide committed by the
Myanmar military.

Furthermore, he was among the few people ASEAN’s Special Envoy for Myanmar, Prak
Sokhonn, met when he was in Myanmar last month. The envoy discussed humanitarian
assistance issues with U Ko Ko Hlaing. He impressed the special envoy’s delegation with his
friendliness and his 75-minute long discussion with the envoy was praised for being fruitful.

But what foreign visitors don’t know is that U Ko Ko Hlaing has been a staunch apologist for
not only this military dictatorship but the previous one as well. He is infamous among the
Myanmar people, many of whom refer to him scornfully as “Frog and Fish Catcher Ko Ko
Hlaing” or “Candle Ko Ko Hlaing”. Looking back at his career, it is easy to understand why
that is.

Myanmar regime Minister for International
Cooperation U Ko Ko Hlaing meets with David
Carden, Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator of the
United Nations in Myanmar. /MOFA-Myanmar

Junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing has
appointed a number of ministers and advisors
who previously served in U Thein Sein’s quasi-
civilian government. U Ko Ko Hlaing, who served as the chief political advisor to U Thein
Sein, is one of them.

He is also a confidant of former dictator Senior General Than Shwe. U Ko Ko Hlaing
graduated from the 18th intake of the Defense Services Academy, and he and two of his
classmates are reportedly regular visitors to Than Shwe’s residence in the Myanmar capital
Naypyitaw.

One of those classmates is U Than Htay, the current chair of the military’s proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party. The other is retired Lieutenant General Wai Lwin, who
served as defense minister in U Thein Sein’s administration and organized pro-military rallies
in Yangon ahead of Min Aung Hlaing’s February 1, 2021 coup.

U Ko Ko Hlaing did not hold high military or civil positions in Than Shwe’s regime, unlike his
two classmates, but he played an important part in the regime’s propaganda efforts as a
writer and researcher. In 2004, he resigned as a Lieutenant Colonel from the research
department of the defense ministry and transferred to the Information Ministry.

Under Information Minister U Kyaw Hsan in the regime’s State Peace and Development
Council government, he served as an advisor to the information ministry, often publishing
pro-military books as well as newspaper articles.

One of his most notorious articles concerned Cyclone Nargis, which in May 2008 swept
through Ayeyarwady Region and southern Myanmar, killing over 138,000 people and
destroying and damaging some 750,000 buildings. In the immediate aftermath of the worst
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recorded natural disaster in Myanmar’s history U Ko Ko Hlaing, writing under the
pseudonym ‘Hlaing Aung’, wrote that the Shwedagon Pagoda — Myanmar’s most sacred
Buddhist site — could now be seen clearly from a distance and worshipped with ease, thanks
to Nargis having blown down so many trees in Yangon.

At the time, U Ko Ko Hlaing was living near Shwedagon Pagoda in Bahan Township. But
while he was enjoying the view of the Shwedagon from his home, hundreds of thousands of
residents in the hard-hit Ayeyarwady Region were left homeless by Nargis and were
struggling without food and shelter amid the rotting corpses of humans and animals.

To make matters worse, U Ko Ko Hlaing argued in his article that as the Ayeyarwady Region
is rich in fertile soil and water resources, its shattered residents could catch frogs and fish to
eat along with the vegetables that grow in the region. Defending the xenophobic refusal of
Than Shwe’s regime to allow international aid into Myanmar, U Ko Ko Hlaing said that the
meals he suggested were tasty and nutritious and more than enough for Nargis refugees to
survive on, so they had no need for chocolate bars donated by the international community.

The article was published in the regime-run English-language newspaper, The New Light of
Myanmar, and attracted hordes of disparaging remarks from both local and international
readers.

Despite that, U Ko Ko Hlaing continued to be favored by the generals and, in 2011, was
appointed as chief political advisor to then President U Thein Sein. Later, his wife Daw Thida
Tin transferred from the education ministry to the information ministry. She is currently
serving as Deputy Director-General of the Information and Public Relations Department.

From being a propagandist who dared not use his real name and was told what to write by
the military regime, U Ko Ko Hlaing became an important figure as a presidential advisor.
But his old habit of defending the boss he served was far from over.

When Myanmar experienced long and frequent power cuts in 2014, U Ko Ko Hlaing again
aroused controversy by saying: “l want to say with goodwill. Why don’t you switch off lights
and light candles at your homes? Everything will be fine then.”

After U Thein Sein’s government lost the 2015 general election to the National League for
Democracy (NLD), U Ko Ko Hlaing left Naypyitaw to serve as an advisor to the Myanmar
Study Department of Yunnan University in Kunming, China. From there, he criticized the
NLD government’s handling of Chinese investments, and was personally engaged in
promoting the interests of Chinese companies in Myanmar.

He returned to Naypyitaw when Min Aung Hlaing appointed him as Minister for
International Cooperation Minister. U Ko Ko Hlaing is just a year older than the coup leader,
who graduated from the Defense Services Academy in 1977, a year after U Ko Ko Hlaing
became a commissioned officer.

U Ko Ko Hlaing has continued his propaganda efforts for his new boss, doing his best to
cover up the regime’s human rights violations. After many people died in July and August
last year due to the regime’s weak handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, he wrote a number
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of articles blaming striking health workers and western countries for failing to provide
vaccines.

“I don’t want to complain, but | have to. Western countries that have long said that
Myanmar is on the verge of collapse due to COVID-19 and is in urgent need of international
assistance have not yet provided a single dose of COVID-19 vaccines. The US$350 million
lent by the International Monetary Fund to remedy the COVID-hit economy was part of the
USS1 billion frozen by Uncle Sam. Nearly USS300 million in loans long promised by the Asian
Development Bank and the World Bank for the health of the people and agriculture has
been stalled in the name of sanctions,” he wrote in junta-controlled newspapers.

Earlier this year in February, in another sign of the regime’s faith in him, U Ko Ko Hlaing was
chosen to lead Myanmar’s defense of the Myanmar military at the International Court of
Justice in the Netherlands against genocide allegations.

In short, if you mention international cooperation minister U Ko Ko Hlaing to any ordinary
Myanmar people you meet, you will see puzzlement on their faces as they have no idea who
he is. But if you try “Frog and Fish Catcher Ko Ko Hlaing” or “Candle Ko Ko Hlaing”, they will
reply: “Yes, the regime’s stooge”.

The international community needs to be mindful, too, that the facade of ‘friendly’ minister
U Ko Ko Hlaing hides a long-time apologist for military dictatorships.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/who-is-myanmar-regime-apologist-ko-ko-
hlaing.html

Open Letter Warns China of Attacks on Projects in Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 April 2022

More than 500 civil and political organizations have warned China of possible attacks on its
investments in Myanmar if Beijing maintains its ties with the military regime.

In their open letter to Chinese President Xi Jinping, 558 civil society organizations, groups
representing striking staff, academics, political parties, labor unions and parliamentarians
said they feared Chinese investment would be targeted by resistance forces.

Despite the public rejection of the regime, China is still engaging with the junta and is one of
the top investors in Myanmar with energy pipelines and a proposed port in Rakhine State
that would give China access to the Indian Ocean.

China recently said it was ready to work with Myanmar’s junta to develop its major
projects “no matter how the situation changes”.

The affirmation sparked threats of resistance attacks on Chinese-owned copper mines in
Sagaing Region.

The open letter to the Chinese Embassy in Yangon said China could be seen as an
accomplice to the oppressive junta.
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“So China should resume its relations with Myanmar to support in rehabilitation only when
the military regime is toppled,” it said.

Ko Ye from Stop Blood-Stained Money, an activist group lobbying to cut off the regime’s
financial sources, which signed the letter, said if China supports the regime diplomatically or
financially, the revolution will last longer.

“Chinese investments will be safe if China either stands with the people or stays neutral,” he
said.

Tayzar San, a prominent anti-regime protest leader in Mandalay, denounced China.
“China needs to respect the will of the people. It has to stop supporting the junta,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/open-letter-warns-china-of-attacks-on-projects-
in-myanmar.html

EU condemns Myanmar's 'politically motivated' Suu Kyi sentence
By AFP | 28 April 2022

BRUSSELS—The European Union on Wednesday slammed a five-year jail sentence given by
a Myanmar junta court to deposed civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi at a “politically
motivated” trial.

“It represents another step towards the dismantling of the rule of law and a further blatant
violation of human rights in Myanmar and yet another major setback for democracy in
Myanmar since the military coup on 1 February 2021,” an EU spokesperson said in a
statement.

Suu Kyi has been in military custody since last year’s coup ousted her government and
plunged Myanmar into turmoil.

She was handed the sentence Wednesday for alleged corruption as part of a barrage of
criminal cases that could see her jailed for decades.

The EU said the proceedings were “a clear attempt to exclude democratically elected
leaders, including Aung San Suu Kyi” from a dialogue process called for by the ASEAN
regional bloc.

“We reiterate our urgent call for the immediate and unconditional release of all political
prisoners as well as all those arbitrarily detained since the coup,” the EU statement said.

The German foreign ministry also condemned the sentencing as “politically motivated” and
“another step to dismantle the rule of law”.

“The military junta must end its repression against the people of #Myanmar, release all
political prisoners and put an end to the violence,” the ministry wrote on Twitter.
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The 27-nation bloc has already imposed sanctions on the Myanmar junta and its key
economic sources over the coup and subsequent crackdown.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/eu-condemns-myanmars-politically-motivated-
suu-kyi-sentence.html

SAC to hold discussions with EAOs for peace talks: spokesperson

PUBLISHED 28 APRIL 2022

NAYPYITAW-----Plans are underway to hold
discussions between ethnic armed groups(EAOs) with
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services and
Chairman of State Administration Council (SAC)
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing for peace talks and
there has been good results, said SAC’s spokesperson
Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun at the press conference held in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday afternoon.

He also said that they already linked to nine signatories of Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement(NCA) out of 10 EAOs and those EAOs may attend the peace talk.

There are 11 non-NCA signatories such as United Wa State Army-UWSA and Kachin
Independence Army-KIA/Kachin Independence Organization-KIO. Among them, the SAC
joined to eight of non-NCA signatories, according to Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

“We would like to tell good news in an advance. There will be in perfect conditions for
peace dialogue,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said that although
the country has been independent for 75 years, ethnic people have not yet thoroughly
enjoyed the taste of independence due to armed conflicts. He invited leaders of the ethnic
armed organization-EAO to hold talks with the aim of ending armed conflicts across the
country. The names of the individuals, who want to attend the peace talks, should be
submitted by May 9 at the latest.

However, the People’s Defence Force-PDF and National Unity Government-NUG weren’t
invited for peace talks because those organizations were about background history and
existence different parts of the EAOs, says Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

He also said that some EAOs are now joining hands with the PDF and NUG. If some EAOs will
cooperate with PDF and NUG, they must lose their controlled regions.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-to-hold-discussions-with-eaos-for-peace-talks-
spokesperson
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17 EAO:s likely to attend junta-organised peace talks: regime spokesman
DMG Newsroom | 27 April 2022, Naypyitaw

oy Seventeen ethnic armed groups are likely to attend
peace talks invited by the Myanmar junta chief, Maj-
Gen Zaw Min Tun, spokesman for the State
Administration Council (SAC), told a press conference on
Wednesday.

Nine out of 10 signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) are expected to accept the invite for face-to-face talks, the junta has said.
Eight out of 11 recognised non-signatories to the NCA are also likely to attend the junta-
sponsored peace talks, Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun added.

The military council also said that the National Unity Government (NUG) and its armed wing,
the People’s Defence Force (PDF), were not included in the invitation for nationwide peace
talks.

“We don’t invite terrorist organisations in our call for peace talks. This is because ethnic
armed organisations [EAOs] are demanding the rights of ethnic nationalities and the rights
of ethnic areas. Terrorist groups such as the PDF and NUG are only committing acts of
terrorism,” he said.

Junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on April 22 invited Myanmar’s ethnic armed
groups to engage in dialogue as the military regime endeavours to restart the country’s
moribund peace process in the wake of its February 2021 coup.

In an address carried by state media, Min Aung Hlaing called for representatives of the
country’s ethnic armed groups to register for talks by May 9, adding that he would meet
them personally.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4364-eaos-17

KIA And PDF Seize PMF Camp In Mohnyin Township
KNG | 28th April 2022

it N T AREERE  VIUNYIN PDF

Kachin resistance fighters destroyed a Chaungwa
People Militia Force (PMF) camp near Indawgyi
Lake in Kachin State early Wednesday morning, 28
April.

i A local from Mohnyin Township told KNG on
condition of anonymity, that he heard all of the
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PMF soldiers fled when the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and People’s Defence Force
(PDF) started attacking their camp located about 20 miles from Burma’s largest freshwater
lake.

”After that, the KIA and PDF burned it down; we also heard gunfire.”

The PMF soldiers, who are working under the military regime, didn’t fight back when their
camp came under assault and so no one was hurt, the man explained.

Another anonymous source told KNG that after withdrawing from the Chaungwa camp, he
heard the PMF soldiers joined up with the Loung Tong PMF camp.

The Chaungwa PMF camp was established before the military took over the country during
a coup on 1 February, 2021.

Although the KIA and PDF frequently attack the regime’s armed forces in Mohnyin
Township, it’s the first time they targeted a PMF camp in Kachin State.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/04/28/kia-and-pdf-seize-pmf-camp-in-mohnyin-township/
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