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Myanmar Urban Guerrillas Launch New Anti-Regime Attacks in Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 April 2022

Urban guerrilla forces in Yangon have conducted over a dozen attacks in 11 townships over
the last two weeks, killing at least seven people including an army major, soldiers, police and
a junta-appointed local administrator.

Yangon resistance groups under the control of the National Unity Government’s (NUG)
Southern Military Command launched their latest anti-regime operation, named Nan Htike
Aung, following the completion of their first operation, dubbed Pyan Hliwar Aung, on April
7.

Since then, at least 15 guerrilla attacks have been carried out on junta bases, military
convoys, security outposts, military-owned businesses and administrative targets.

The operation heated up a few days after its start, with a deadly attack on junta security
forces manning an outpost at a residential compound on Inya Road where the junta-
appointed ministers of Yangon Region live. At least one policeman was killed and several
others wounded.

On April 10, Major Kaday Phyo Aung, the military administration officer for Yangon’s
Lanmadaw Township was killed.

Other significant attacks of Operation Nan Htike Aung include an attack on a military convoy
in Kawhmu Township on April 15 that killed one regime soldier and injured several more, a
bomb attack on regime forces in Thaketa Township which reportedly killed two soldiers, the
bombing of a Myanmar Beer factory in Mingaladon Township, and the shooting of a junta-
appointed hundred household chief in South Dagon Township.

Following the junta’s brutal crackdowns on anti-coup protesters in March, regime targets in
Yangon and other cities have been systematically attacked. Local administration offices have
been burned down, junta collaborators killed and police stations and checkpoints attacked
by guerrilla forces. The majority of Myanmar people have welcomed news of any losses
suffered by the military regime.

During Operation Pyan Hlwar Aung, 1,128 attacks were carried out on junta targets,
resulting in 253 deaths and almost 300 junta personnel being wounded, including the Vice
Governor of the regime-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar, according to the NUG’s
Yangon Region Military Command.

Bo Moegyo, the spokesperson for the Yangon Region Military Command, told The Irrawaddy
last week that they have prepared well for Operation Nan Htike Aung to be a success.

“Under the operation, not only junta forces but anyone affiliated with the regime, including
those who support the regime financially or work as informants, will be targeted,” he said.

Other guerrilla forces across southern Myanmar are also taking part in Operation Nan Htike
Aung.
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Almost 350,000 People Displaced in Northwest Myanmar Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 April 2022

The number of Myanmar people displaced by fighting between resistance forces and the
Myanmar military in anti-regime strongholds in the west and northwest of the country has
exceeded 300,000 “for the first time’ since last year’s coup.

The United Nations (UN) Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in
its latest humanitarian update on Myanmar that, as of April 11, 346,000 of the 566,100
people displaced since the military takeover are from Chin State and Sagaing and Magwe
regions in the west and northwest of Myanmar.

“For the first time, displacement in the northwest has exceeded 300,000 people,” the OCHA
report said.

Since mid-2021, resistance groups have flourished in Chin, Sagaing and Magwe, inflicting
severe casualties on military regime forces.

The junta continues to struggle to control those regions, with several dozen People’s
Defense Forces attacking military outposts, convoys, police stations and collaborators on a
daily basis.

In response, regime troops have torched villages, accusing their residents of sheltering
resistance fighters. At least 8,262 houses and other civilian properties, including churches,
monasteries, schools and markets have reportedly been either burned down or destroyed,
mainly in Sagaing and Magwe regions and Chin and Kayah states, the report said.

OCHA added that the regime’s use of heavy weapons, including airstrikes and artillery, as
well as landmines and the presence of unexploded ordinance, continues to claim lives and
pose risks to the safety and security of the civilian population.

“Since the military takeover, at least 1,600 people, including over 100 children, have been
killed, and thousands injured or maimed,” the report stated.

Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children have fled their homes for safety since
the February 2021 coup, with many of them forced to move multiple times, exposing them
to grave protection risks.

As of 11 April, 2022, the total number of displaced people in Myanmar reached 912,700,
according to UN figures.

In addition, it is estimated that 34,500 Myanmar people are displaced in India and another
1,600 are displaced in Thailand.
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Myanmar Military Aimlessly Shelling Phaikhun PDF base
By SHAN - April 21, 2022

It is reported that Myanmar military junta fired artillery to the location where People
Defense Force (PDF) is based at Loi Paw, Phaikhun township, Southern Shan State.

~ T Phaikhun PDF

The artillery shooting took place on 18 April
2022 around 9 A.M, and it is targeting the PDF
force base.

“They shot from the ward administration office
around 9 A.M today. They targeted the PDF
force base in that area. Big artillery, 120 MM,
were shot from the office,” a man who lives in Phaikhun township told SHAN.

The Myanmar military junta was firing at the PDF’s training ceremony about four times
using big artillery, and it is yet to confirm if there are any casualties.

“They shot four times. There is no report yet about the detail of the casualties. We are still
waiting for the information,” the above Phaikhun man added.

There has not been any gun fights between PDF and Myanmar army recently until 18 April
when the Myanmar military started shooting at the PDF base.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24856

Myanmar Military Torched a Civilian House in Ywarngan Township
By SHAN - April 21, 2022

On 18 April 2022, Myanmar military soldiers burned a plain civilian house around 8 P.M at
Na Ban Kyi village, Ywarngan township, Southern Shan State.

Myanmar Military Torched a Civilian House in Ywarngan
Township

According to a young man who lives in Na Ban Kyi village,
the house which was torched by the military soldiers
belonged to a former Na Ban Kyi village ward
administrator and a political activist Ko Win Khaing.

“Myanmar military soldiers came and burned the house
around 8 P.M last night. Ko Win Khaing is our former
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ward administrator and National League for Democracy (NLD) strong supporter,” a young
man from Na Ban Kyi village told SHAN.

Ko Win Khaing whose house was burned has been on the run with his family since after the
military coup in 2021. There was no one at home when the military junta came and lit the
house.

Recently, it is reported that Myanmar military soldiers have been burning civilians’ houses
and continuously arresting young people in Ywarngan township, Southern Shan State.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24859

Petition launched calling on ICRC to investigate prison torture
By Mizzima |

A petition calling on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to investigate
human rights abuses in Myanmar prisons has been started.

The petition was started on 22 March by the LGBTQ Alliance Myanmar. It calls for a halt to
human rights abuses and violence in prisons, for the ICRC to investigate allegations of abuse
in prisons and for the international community to put pressure on the Military Council to
reform prison conditions.

An LGBTQ Alliance Myanmar spokesperson said that so far, they have collected 10,000
signatures and they are carrying out a public awareness programme so that they can reach
their target of 200,000 signatures.

The spokesperson explained that LGBTQ prisoners suffer from a lot of brutal discrimination,
sexual abuse and torture in prisons. More than 20 LGBTQ prisoners have been sexually
abused and tortured in prison, according to reports.

They said: “[prison officers do things] like beating their [LGBTQ prisoners] private areas
[genitals] with canes for being gay or lesbian and they get raped in prison. These cases will
be reported to the International ICRC headquarters.”

Members of student unions, Political activists, and members of the National League for
Democracy (NLD) have also been brutally tortured in prison.

Some prisoners from the All Burma Federation of Student Unions (ABFSU) were tortured by
having bamboo sticks inserted into their anuses in Mandalay’s OBo Prison, according to an
ABFSU

statement.

The ICRC is an independent, neutral organization that ensures that protects human rights
and offers assistance to the victims of armed conflicts and other violent situations. It
responds to emergency situations and promotes respect for international humanitarian law
and its implementation using national laws.
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Though many complaints have been made to the local ICRC office about human rights
abuses in Myanmar no action has been taken, according to a person who submitted a
complaint.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/petition-launched-calling-icrc-investigate-prison-torture

Children of Myanmar’s conflict zones deprived of key immunizations

Families fleeing fighting fear their children are at greater risk of diseases that are
preventable in normal times.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.21

Children at a refugee camp in Kayah state,
December 2021. MPA photo

Children whose families have fled fighting in
Myanmar’s conflict zones are being deprived of
essential immunizations due to lack of access to
health care, refugees and medical professionals
said Thursday.

From infancy to 18 months of age, children are required to receive 12-13 routine
immunizations to ensure healthy growth and protection from disease. They include
vaccines designed to protect against tuberculosis, measles, hepatitis B, diphtheria,
chickenpox, tetanus, polio, meningitis, severe pneumonia, Japanese encephalitis, rubella,
severe diarrhea and cervical cancer.

But doctors told RFA’s Myanmar Service that regular injections are often not an option
for families caught in fighting between junta troops and the armed opposition in the
nearly 15 months since the military seized power in a coup.

They said small children — especially those in the war-torn remote border areas of Kayin,
Kayah, and Chin states and Sagaing region — have been most affected by the failure to
immunize, which can lead to stunted growth, severe illness and even death from
otherwise treatable medical conditions.

A refugee mother from Kayin state sheltering near Myanmar’s border with Thailand told
RFA that she was recently forced to flee her village with the baby girl she had given birth
to only days earlier.

“l had to leave my village with my two-week old baby, and she hasn’t received any
vaccines yet,” she said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

“We had to sleep on the other side of the river [in Thailand] because of the fighting and
the baby got sick as the weather was very cold for three or four days. | was so worried for
her. The medics tending the refugees here gave us some Paracetamol and she got better,
but | wish we could get her vaccinated.”
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Parents have described a similar situation in Sagaing region, where the military has been
burning homes to the ground in raids on villages, they say have provided haven for anti-
junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries.

A woman from Sagaing’s Yinmabin township Chinbon village said she has been on the
move with her young child since her home was recently targeted by military airstrikes.

“We've been running from place to place, so there is no medication, no vaccines for these
children,” said the woman, who also declined to be named.

“Many children in the area suffer from poor health, and we just have to give them
whatever we can find. There is no proper medicine. We don’t have clinics or hospitals
around. My baby is now 15 months old and hasn’t been vaccinated because we’ve been
on the run all this time in the jungle.”

Lack of medical care since coup

Before the coup, Myanmar’s regional Ministries of Health under the democratically
elected National League for Democracy government organized routine immunizations for
children through hospitals, clinics and rural health centers. In some towns and villages,
children were vaccinated by health workers at administrative offices and churches.

But since the takeover, many parents in Myanmar’s conflict zones told RFA that their
children have never received a full medical exam or routine immunizations.

Than Naing Soe, the director of the Health Awareness Center under the junta’s Ministry
of Health, rejected claims that families lack access to immunizations for their children.

“We’ve been providing vaccinations for children constantly at hospitals and clinics. We
can do that,” he said. “Public health services are also being administered in wards and
villages, while hospital-based immunization activities are gaining momentum.”

But a mother in Chin state’s Tedim township, where anti-junta resistance is strong,
alleged that vaccines are not being delivered to health facilities in the region.

“In Chin State, no health services or medicine has been available since the coup,” she
said, noting that many midwives in rural clinics have joined the [anti-junta] Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM), while those who didn’t have no supplies.

“We haven’t received anything since the coup. Medical supplies stopped coming in a long
time ago. What were we supposed to do? We have had to do whatever it takes to care
for our children.”

Rebuilding the country

A doctor in the CDM, who gave her name only as Olivia, said children are at risk of
developmental conditions if they do not receive their required immunizations within a
specified age range.

“During the 18 months after birth, the baby should be vaccinated in a timely manner. ...
Only then will they have a chance to fully develop mentally and physically,” she said.
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“If not vaccinated, their health and safety is at risk. ... Losing children means losing key
human resources needed to rebuild the country.”

The United Nations Children’s Fund said in February that nearly 1 million children in
Myanmar are deprived of access to routine immunizations, while around 5 million are at
risk of contracting disease due to a lack of vitamin supplements.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/immunizations-04212022205537.html

Myanmar Junta Chief Visits Former Dictator Than Shwe
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 April 2022

Myanmar coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met with former dictator Than Shwe
earlier this month, having failed to see his old boss since last year.

Sources told The Irrawaddy that Min Aung Hlaing visited Than Shwe’s residence in the
capital Naypyitaw on April 3. Prior to his visit, Than Htay, the chairman of the military-
backed Union Solidarity and Development Party, and other generals also met Than Shwe,
who ran the military regime that oppressed Myanmar from 1992 to early 2011.

The visits by Min Aung Hlaing, Than Htay and others were likely to pay their respects to their
former chief ahead of the Thingyan Water Festival, sources said. It is customary for
incumbent and former senior generals to visit Than Shwe occasionally out of respect for
their former leader.

During the meeting, Min Aung Hlaing is believed to have briefed Than Shwe on the current
situation in Myanmar following last year’s coup. The exact details of their discussion are
unknown. Previously, Than Shwe gave Min Aung Hlaing his blessing to carry out the coup.

It was the junta boss’s first visit since the middle of last year to the man who handpicked
him as his successor as Commander-in-Chief. Than Shwe chose Min Aung Hlaing as his
successor in 2011, the year he relinquished power, paving the way for him to stage last
year’s coup and take control of the country.

At the time, many regarded Min Aung Hlaing’s failure to visit Than Shwe as a sign of
overconfidence, showing that he was convinced that he could run the country without
guidance from his former chief.

His visit in early April comes at a time when the coup leader is still struggling with
unwavering popular resistance, including armed struggle, against his rule over a year after
his putsch. At the same time, the defection rate from the Myanmar military is at an
unprecedented high and unity among its soldiers is deteriorating as never seen before.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-visits-former-dictator-
than-shwe.html
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Central Bank issues seven businesses and organizations exempt from dollar to kyat
exchange

PUBLISHED 21 APRIL 2022 | EMG

The Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) announced on
April 20 that it will exempt seven organizations,
including MIC-licensed FDI, investments made in
special economic zones and state-owned/national-
owned international airlines, from dollar to kyat
exchange within a day.
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According to the Notification No. (12/2022) of the
Central Bank of Myanmar announced on April 3, the
foreign exchange earnings of the residents in the country must be returned to Myanmar and
the foreign exchange accounts opened at the Foreign Exchange (AD) licensed banks must be
exchanged for Myanmar kyats within one working day.

According to the decision of the Foreign Exchange Supervision Committee Meeting No.
(4/2022), it is not included in the Notification No. (12/2022) of the Central Bank of Myanmar
issued by the reference letter.

The exemptions mentioned in the statement include businesses with the foreign direct
investment (FDI) with the approval of the Myanmar Investment Commission (MIC).

This includes investment in SEZs.

Foreign diplomats, who have established diplomacy with Myanmar and have embassies in
Myanmar, family members and foreign staff members of the embassy at a similar level, are
included in the exemption.

This includes UN staff working for the United Nations and its affiliates in Myanmar and
Myanmar nationals holding (Laissez Passer) passports.

This includes foreign staff at development agencies that are assisting Myanmar.

International organizations (eg. the Red Cross and the International Labor Organization) and
foreign diplomats from INGOs and development agencies (eg TICA / JICA) are included.

Seven individuals, businesses and organizations have been exempted, including state-owned
/ national-owned international airlines.

The statement said foreign exchange (AD) licensed banks should be carried out only after
obtaining the relevant documents from the organizations for foreign currency related
activities for organizations and businesses, which are not included in the Notification No.
(12/2022), and to make sure Know your Customer (KYC) and Customer Due Diligence (CDD).
It is stated that it should be done only if it is correct.
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It is necessary to submit the activities to the Central Bank of Myanmar and record them.
Failure to do so is the responsibility of the bank, it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/central-bank-issues-seven-businesses-and-
organizations-exempt-from-dollar-to-kyat-exchange

Arakan Army Looks for a New Political Path in Myanmar
Gaung | 21 March 2022

“The right to self-determination and sovereignty
is at the heart of our national movements. We
will see whether a Federal Union of Myanmar will
have the political space for the kind of
confederation that our Arakanese people aspire
to.”

Maj-Gen Twan Mrat Naing, chief of Arakan Army
(AA), spoke these words in response to this
question durmg an interview with A5|a Times: “Is your final goal independence for Arakan
(Rakhine) or autonomy within a federal union? What kind of future state structure do you
envisage for Myanmar?”

The above question and answer can be seen as an alert to the current political turmoil in
Myanmar by the Arakan Army (AA), and offers a glimpse of the ethnic armed group’s
political agenda.

Maj-General Twan Mrat Naing, 43, is arguably the youngest and most successful
revolutionary leader in Myanmar. His political ideology is also seen in Myanmar’s political
arena as a source of freshness and foresight.

The internal armed conflict that erupted with independence in Myanmar has lasted for
more than 70 years. The reason for these conflicts is that the ethnic armed groups have
resisted decades of dictatorial edicts and a lack of equal rights and self-determination under
Myanmar’s centralised system.

As a result, various ethnic groups, including the Arakan Army, have sprung up and are still
fighting against dictators — most recently those who installed themselves as the country’s
leaders in last year’s coup.

Federalism Fading?

The term federal union is not new. In the past, it has been the main focus of ethnic armed
groups. However, the so-called federal political path has disappeared under the central
control of the military dictatorship.

After the military coup on February 1, 2021, the political term “federalism” was voiced more
loudly among some EAOs (both signatories and non-signatories of the Nationwide Ceasefire
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Agreement), as well as the National Unity Government (NUG) and People’s Defence Forces
(PDFs).

However, despite the federal common ground between the abovementioned stakeholders
and prominent actors in Myanmar’s peace process, there is no clear path forward. As a
result, in the current context, Maj-General Twan Mrat Naing is looking to step toward
confederation politics.

A confederation envisions multiple sovereign states or territories coming together without
compromising their individual sovereignties.

In his interview with Asia Times, Maj-General Twan Mrat Naing wisely said: “We would
prefer to remain with our [ethnic] brothers and sisters, but if our rightful political status
which we desire is not accommodated within this union, it would behoove us to be a
member of the international community on our own.”

The International Community Starts Next Door

The first step toward becoming a member of the international community on our own
would be to shore up relations with Arakan State’s neighbour Bangladesh.

In an interview with Prothomalo Alo, a news outlet in Bangladesh, Maj-General Twan Mrat
Naing said Arakan Army troops were active along the Bangladesh-Arakan border and that
they did not want the Bangladeshi government to be put in an awkward position.

“The Arakan Army wants good relations with Bangladesh and especially wants the people of
Bangladesh to know the realities of our struggle. Bangladesh can give the Arakan Army
political, economic or other views on various issues,” said Maj-Gen Twan Mrat Naing.

He also said that the Arakan Army was trying to hold informal talks with Bangladeshi
authorities about the return of Muslims who fled Myanmar in 2016-17, but had not yet
received a reply.

In light of the above, the Arakan Army seems to be considering Bangladesh’s desire for an
alliance and taking into account many other cross-border issues.

Bangladesh and the Arakan Army have expressed their desire to strengthen military,
political, economic, cultural and diplomatic ties. The Arakan Army issued a statement on
February 20 in honour of International Mother Language Day, which falls on February 21.

The statement said: “Our grandparents in Bengal [Bangladesh] and Arakan have struggled to
establish their own culture and nations along the Bay of Bengal, and there remains a natural
bond between Bangladesh and the region and its people.”

The statement added: “It is a matter of pride for the Arakan Army to write a statement of
solidarity on behalf of the people of Arakan, and the return of the sovereignty of Arakan to
our people is the ultimate goal of our national liberation movement.
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“We are keen to build a better future for military, political, economic, cultural and
diplomatic relations between Arakan State and Bangladesh. Bangladesh should be a good
friend of Arakan State.”

Another consideration is that ethnic armed organisations elsewhere in Myanmar remain in
control of their influence along the Chinese and Thai borders. They are seen managing their
own border crossings.

For example, the Karen National Union (KNU) controls significant stretches of the Thai-
Myanmar border while Kachin Independence Army (KIA), United Wa State Army (UWSA),
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) and National Democratic Alliance
Army (NDAA) remain in control or influential on the Myanmar-China border. Similarly, the
Arakan Army must be able to establish good relations with Bangladesh by controlling the
Bangladesh-Arakan border, controlling trade and economic links.

A significant advantage for the Arakan Army in this regard is the large number of local
Arakanese villages in Bangladesh.

‘The Interests of Our People First’

A ULA/AA delegation led by U Oo Hla Saw attended the Diamond Jubilee Union Day
celebrations on February 12 in Naypyidaw. Criticism has risen among some Arakanese and
politicians in mainland Myanmar over the decision to attend. The Arakan Army, meanwhile,
said it was attending the Union Day celebrations in the interest of the Arakanese people.

“The ULA/AA has always put the interests of our people first. That is why we are working
with practical negotiations, taking into account the interests of our people,” U Khaing
Thukha, a spokesperson for the Arakan Army, wrote on his Facebook page.

On that day, the military council dropped the case and released 46 people linked to the
Arakan Army (AA), although no other EAOs’ affiliates were released. From this, it can be said
that a compromise was reached between the Myanmar military and the Arakan Army. It
should be noted, however, that the Arakan Army’s policy is to hold talks with the National
Unity Government as well as the Myanmar military in the national interest.

At present, no one can say how or whether Myanmar’s federal political dream might come
true. Most Arakanese people are aware of the frustrations of Myanmar’s democratic politics
in the past. As a result, the Arakan Army is waiting to see if it will be guaranteed the right to
secede in a unique way, or how much freedom it will have to create its own destiny.

In short, the Arakan Army has little faith in joining the shadow of a new Myanmar’s federal
government. In addition, the right to self-determination depends on the attitude of the
authorities and the leaders of the Burmese forces.

As a result, the Arakan Army is looking for a new political landscape or a new political path
in Myanmar.

https://www.dmediag.com/article/opinion/4224-looks-for-a-new
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Karen armed organisation orders junta to abandon two Mon State bases

The KNDO—under the KNU—orders the military to leave Bilin Township to prevent acts of
violence of which they have been widely accused of perpetrating elsewhere

Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 21, 2022

KNU troops are seen at an undisclosed location in
April (Karen National Union/ Facebook)

In an official order released on Wednesday, the
Karen National Defence Organisation (KNDO)
called on the Myanmar army to withdraw from
two bases in Mon State’s Bilin Township within
three days or face military action.

The directive was published by Battalion 2 of the
KNDO—an armed organisation under the control of the Karen National Union (KNU)—and
refers to junta posts in Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan villages.

The bases are eight miles apart and located at the border with Karen State’s Hpa-an
Township, surrounded by forest.

Map displaying the locations of Lay Kay and Win
Tar Pan villages in Bilin Township, Mon State,
where the military bases in question are situated

(Myanmar Now)

They are situated within territory controlled by
; Feld e Brigade 1 of the Karen National Liberation Army
“““““ ; (KNLA), the primary armed wing of the KNU,

/ ‘\ uuuuu N which, in addition to Bilin, operates in Kyaikhto
| Qf " and Thaton townships in Mon State and Hpa-an in
{f : Q Karen State.

Junta soldiers stationed in the Lay Kay and Win Tar Pan posts were instructed by the KNDO
to decide on a route and date for their departure, and to inform the KNU ahead of the
deadline if they wished to surrender.

According to the order, the demand for withdrawal was issued to prevent the military from
committing crimes in the area in question, including the arrest, torture and rape of civilians
and the destruction of homes and villages. The junta’s armed forces have been widely
accused of perpetrating such atrocities nationwide both since the February 2021 military
coup and during the decades of civil war that preceded it.

Representatives from the KNDO were not available for comment, but KNU spokesperson
Padoh Saw Taw Nee told Myanmar Now that the order marked a further step towards
toppling the junta.
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“We need to go to war on all diplomatic, political, administrative, economic and military
fronts in order to take down the dictatorship,” he said.

The spokesperson did not comment on whether the KNU would issue similar directives
throughout its seven districts, which span a territory that includes parts of Bago Region,
through Karen State and areas of Mon State, and south to Dawei in Tanintharyi.

3 Weapons confiscated from junta soldiers reportedly killed
€2 by an alliance of Karen forces and the local guerrilla group
Cobra Column in Myawaddy Township on March 27

(Cobra Column)

Padoh Saw Taw Nee noted that the military had ignored
repeated warnings to cease operations and withdraw
from areas including Karen State’s Myawaddy Township.
Lay Kay Kaw—a site of fierce air and ground offensives by the junta’s forces in recent
months—is located in Myawaddy, and continues to be the site of a major civilian
displacement crisis.

“We have asked them to withdraw from their frontline bases before, if they really have the
will to participate in a ceasefire,” the spokesperson said. “This time is different from that,”
he added, implying that serious action by Karen forces would follow if there were to be a
lack of compliance on the part of the military.

On the same day that the order for Bilin was issued, the KNLA attacked the Wah Boe Taw
military checkpoint in Hpa-an on the road connecting the Karen State capital with Thaton. At
least six police officers were reportedly killed.

Serious battles between Karen forces and the military have been ongoing in multiple areas
throughout southeastern Myanmar, including along roads in Mon and Karen states.

In Myawaddy Township, the KNLA forced junta troops to flee from its base in Maw Khee,
seizing weapons and supplies. The military reclaimed the site in early April, reportedly
suffering major casualties in the effort.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karen-armed-organisation-orders-junta-to-
abandon-two-mon-state-bases

Displaced Momauk Township Villagers Can’t Return Home
By SHAN - April 21, 2022
IDPs at Mong Mauk

Shan civilians displaced by fighting in Momauk (Mong
Mauk)Township over a year ago are being prevented from
returning to their homes by soldiers from both sides of the
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been in hiding since March 2021.

A man familiar with the situation told SHAN on condition of anonymity that all the residents
of Myo Thit, Si Hek and Kong Lor were forced to flee after their villages were caught
between the frontline between the Burma Army (BA) and the Kachin Independence Army
and People Defence Forces in the region. “Fierce clashes have taken place in these villages,”
he said. BA, KIA and PDF have set up camps around them.

Without a regular income and enough to eat, life in the internally displaced persons (IDP)
camps is difficult, the man explained.

“At first they lived in Buddhist monasteries when they fled the fighting. Later they moved to
IDP camps...They’d like to return to their village, but they’re too afraid of the soldiers who
are there.”

At the moment, the fighting has stopped, but no one has retreated. BA soldiers are raiding
their villages, eating their livestock and shooting indiscriminately around the villages. Some
homes were destroyed during BA airstrikes against KIA and PDF.

Since the military overthrew the government over a year ago, fighting between the BA and
the KIA has intensified in Kachin and northern Shan states. Protesters formed PDFs all over
Burma to fight the regime after BA detained and attacked them for peacefully
demonstrating for the reinstatement of the democratic government.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24870

Villagers forced to build military outpost near planned coal mine

By Mizzima |1 April 2022

Namzang Township. Photo: BNI

According to the Shan Human Rights Foundation, over
100 villagers were forced by junta troops to build a new
military outpost about one mile from a large new coal
mining operation, planned by a subsidiary of the
Mandalay-based Ngwe Yi Pale company, in southern
Shan State.

On 29 and 30 March, 106 residents of Nam Mo Village went to build the outpost north of
Koong Di village in Nawng Hee tract, in Namzang Township about 15 miles northeast of
Namzarng Town. The villagers were forced to dig bunkers, cut bamboo and erect fencing.

The outpost has been built on farmland belonging to a Nam Mo villager called Loong Hsa.
He was not informed in advance that his land would be seized, and he has received no
compensation.
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On March 23, about 35 junta troops from Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 553, based in Mong
Karn, under the Triangle Regional Command in Kengtung, eastern Shan State, came from
the Kho Lam-Namzarng main road and entered Koon Hsai Village in Nawng Hee tract. The
troops camped at Koon Hsai School for several nights, then moved to Tue Leng Village,
where they spent one night before arriving in Nam Mo village on 28 March.

The junta troops camped in Nam Mo Temple and that evening, at 6 pm, summoned the
village head and asked to see the village household list. There are 63 households in Nam Mo
Village, and the troops ordered one person from each household to go and build the
outpost for three days, but the villagers decided to send 106 people each day in order to
finish the work in two days.

On 31 March, the junta troops moved from Nam Mo Temple to stay at the new outpost,
which is located about 20 miles from the junta’s Central Eastern Region Command
headquarters at Kho Lam. Local villagers fear that this new military expansion will worsen
the human rights situation in their area.

According to a list of countrywide mining permits released by the junta Ministry of

Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation (MONREC) in November 2021, there are
five coal mining

concessions in Nawng Hee tract totalling 500 acres. All have been granted to the

Mandalay Distribution and Mining Company, a subsidiary of Ngwe Yi Pale.

According to local villagers, company representatives informed the Namzarng Township
authorities last month that coal surveying would begin soon in Nawng Hee.

This is a source of great concern for local farmers, as the planned coal mining area is located
on lands where they plant corn as their main source of income.

According to the junta MONREC website, the Ngwe Yi Pale company is currently the largest
producer of coal in northern Shan State. Its mines in Hsipaw, Tangyan and Mong Yai have
caused serious damage to the environment, health and livelihoods of local communities.

Mandalay Distribution and Mining Company currently operates another coal mine in
Lawksawk in southern Shan State.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/villagers-forced-build-military-outpost-near-planned-
coal-mine

The Widespread of Armed Conflict and The Dangers of Landmines
By SHAN - April 21, 2022

“| passed out after the explosion, and | did not know how long | was unconscious. After |
woke up, | still felt dizzy. My sister was beside me and she was still unconscious, and | woke
her up — she was covered with lots of blood,” Nang Mo Khao narrated her story on the day
she stepped on the landmine.
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Nang Mo Khao and her sister stepped on a landmine on 12
February 2022 in Lawksawk township Southern Shan State

Nang Mo Khao and her sister stepped on a landmine on 12
February 2022 in Lawksawk township, Southern Shan
State.

The two sisters were shocked and feared the mine
explosion because no such incident occurred in the past in
Lawksawk township, Southern Shan State.

On the incident day, the younger sister, who lives in Nong Woe village, Kyauk Gu tract,
Lawksauk township, went to pick up her elder sister who lives in Pan Hai village, and they
stepped on the mine on their way back. They were unconscious and injured badly.

The place where the landmine exploded was around the area where the Northern Alliance
forces and Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS/SSA) had an intense gunfight.

During the clash, apart from the artillery shelling and gun fires, landmines were also set up.
After the fight, the landmines were life-threatening trouble for the local residents.

“It happened not so long after the clash. In the past, we have been traveling this route
without any issue. | did not know that they would set up landmines. So, | used the same
route as usual — it was not a problem on my way there, but it exploded on my way back,”
Nang Kyar U, the victim of the land mine, told SHAN.

The two sisters, Nang Kyar U and Nang Mo Khao, were riding a motorcycle between Nong
Woe village and Kone Thar village, Lawksauk township, when they stepped on the landmine
installed by the armed forces.

Even though clashes occurred in that area, villagers are not informed to avoid using the risky
roads after the clashes.

Because of the mine explosion, Nang Mo Khao injured her hips and waist, and her younger
sister Nang Kyar U secured more injuries — her hips and upper right thigh to knee are badly
damaged by the explosion.

During February 2022, apart from the landmine explosion damage, the residents’ homes
and monasteries were also damaged because of the heavy gun fighting between the armed
groups in Kyauk Gu village, Lawksuak township.

The residents have never seen armed conflicts around the areas, and they were shocked to
see such gun fights occurring.

“l am really scared because | have never seen such clashes since | was born. | am now 28
years old, and | have never experienced such gun fights. | was so scared that | stayed in my
house, and hid quietly. | did not dare to look outside — too shocked to do so,” Sai Aung
narrated his experience of hiding in his home quietly when the clashes occurred.
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Around the end of February 2022, another motorcycle shopkeeper stepped on another
landmine around the area where the two sisters experienced the explosion.

Sai Kham 27 years old youth leader Pan Khar village
Kyuak Gu tract was killed on the spot by a landmine
explosion

Moreover, Sai Kham, a 27 years old youth leader, who
lives in Pan Khar village, Kyuak Gu tract was killed on
the spot by a landmine explosion during March 2022.

The residents have never heard of armed conflicts and
landmine explosions in Lawksuak township in the past;
however, it has been a concern starting from early 2022.

Clashes also occurred in Kesi (Kyethi) and Mongkung township starting in June 2021, and
some locals got killed and injured by the landmines in those areas.

Due to the clashes of the armed groups, the Mongkung residents are worried about the
danger of the landmines left by them, and it would affect the traveling routes and their daily
activities.

“When it happened, every armed group denied that it’s not them. There is no compensation
for any loss because of the landmines. There are people at the hospital because they step
on the landmines these days. Those who planted the landmines might already forget their
locations because those who have never been in the jungle sometimes get lost,” a
Mongkung resident anonymously told SHAN due to the security concern.

Since June 2021, there have been many gun fights between the ethnic armed groups along
the Loi Hun mountain and at least two locals stepped on the landmines and injured
themselves.

The clashes have not been reduced; instead, they have expanded into Mongkung township.
At least four locals have been killed and seven have been severely injured by the landmines
in the Mongkung township area.

There are some unreachable areas where the locals are affected by the landmines but the
data could not be collected.

Mong Kung man stepping landmine

Due to the occasional landmine explosions and
injuries, the residents are requesting the armed
groups to come and clear those landmines.

Z. “Farming is difficult now because locals are afraid
togoto thelr farms. Currently the government electricity is being cut everyday, and
firewood cannot be collected because of the fear of landmines. So, whichever armed groups
planted these landmines, please come and clear them,” a man who lives in Pang Kay Thu,
Mongkung township anonymously told SHAN.
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Regarding the landmines being installed by the ethnic armed groups during their clashes
and if they have any plan for the civilians, SHAN has contacted Restoration Council of Shan
State (RCSS/SSA) spokesperson Major Kham Sam, “Regarding the landmine issue, we do
now know yet. It is related to the military operation. We do not know the details of this.
Therefore, | do not have any comments on the current landmine issue,” the spokesperson
replied.

Major Kham Sam used to speak about landmines to SHAN late last year that when it comes
to landmines, we cannot look at one side only. We have to inspect the location of the
explosion and the type of landmines used so that we would know which armed group
planted them.

The civilians are anxious about the landmines around the areas where clashes occurred in
Kesi and Mongkung township, Southern Shan State. According to Shan State Progressive
Party (SSPP/SSA) Major Sai Phone Harn, they will try their best to sort out the issue.

“The current landmine issue in Mongkung and Laikha where locals are afraid to go, to do
farming, and so on because of the landmines, those places are not where we planted the
mines. However, we will do our best to our knowledge to clear the mines and help the
civilians,” quoted by Major Phone Harn.

Even though the international community has banned the use of landmines, Myanmar is
one of the countries that still use landmines the most.

According to the data from Landmine Monitor from 2000 to 2020, 5,200 people have been
affected by the landmines, and 900 people have lost their lives — most of them are from
Shan and Kachin State.

The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) has formed a group to monitor the
landmine and since 1999 the group has been making records regarding the landmines in
Myanmar. ICBL requested the armed groups in Myanmar to immediately stop planting
landmines, and urged that the authorities should make it easier for the organization to
provide humanitarian assistance to clear the mines according to the international standard.

Even though there are casualties and live threatening incidents in Southern Shan State
because of the landmine, the educational outreach programs are still weak and insufficient
regarding the danger of landmines.

The clashes between the ethnic armed groups are expanding into Laikha and Panglong
township from Kesi and Mongkung township. The residents from those areas are worried
and anxious about the landmines installed after the clashes.

The future of the landmine victims, Nang Kyar U and Nang Mo Khao, who stepped on the
landmine in February this year is very vague.

“The younger sister severely damaged her thigh’s nerves, and it will not function normally.
Both of us will not be able to work as usual, and our father is also very old — life would be so
hard for us after this. Since we have never experienced such a thing, we are very down
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hearted now,” Nang Kyar U who is still receiving treatment disappointedly opened up to
SHAN.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24865

One of the Two Men Killed by Landmine While Hunting in Mongkung Township

By SHAN - April 21, 2022

It is reported that two men from Tong Keng village, Tong Lao tract, Mongkung township,
Southern Shan State, stepped on a landmine while they were hunting, and one of them was
killed.

Tong Keng village Tong Lao Mong Kung

On 16 April 2022 during water festival, Loong Sam and
Loong Lam both over 40 years old went hunting and
stepped on a landmine. Long Sam died of his severe
injuries and Loong Lam’s legs were also badly
damaged, and he has been receiving treatments at a
hospital.

“We do not know which armed group planted the
mine. They did not even reach the hunting ground, they were still around the farms when
the explosion occurred. | do not know how many of them were there. In the past, around 15
people went together to hunt,” a man who lives in Tong Keng village told SHAN.

A man was killed due to the landmine explosion, and Long Lam was badly injured and he
was receiving treatments at Nam Lan hospital. He is now discharged and staying at home
with his family.

“On the incident day, he was taken to Nam Lan hospital. He is now discharged and staying at
home. He is not recovered from the injuries yet. | do not know why he was discharged, it
could be because they are afraid that his legs would be cut because of severe injuries,” a
man who is closed to the victim’s family told SHAN.

This incident is the first time occurred in Tong Keng village, Tong Lao tract and the residents
are scared and worried to go around and work on the farms.

“We have never experienced this in the past. Everyone is scared now. It would be difficult to
go hunting and farming in the future. We all are worried that we could step on the landmine
like this,” a Tong Keng native told SHAN.

The clash between the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS/SSA) and Shan State
Progressive Party (SSPP/SSA) started around October 2021 in Mongkung township. Because
of that, many people have been displaced and the natives are occasionally injured due to
the planted landmines.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24862
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