PEACE Info (April 20, 2022)

Rebel Group Demands Increased Attacks on Myanmar Junta and Collaborators
Regime Forces Suffer Heavy Losses in Southeast Myanmar

Myanmar Junta Issues Emergency Alert Amid Resistance Attacks

Karen Displaced Communities Unable to Farm, Struggle for Their Survival as Burma
Army Attacks Intensifies

Over 20,000 people displaced in southeast Myanmar suffering food shortage
‘emergency’

Civilians Fear Fighting In Northern Rakhine State

Why Did the Myanmar Peace Process Fail?

The Peace Corps shuts its Myanmar office

1in 100 displaced by conflict since Myanmar coup, UN says

Myanmar Junta Makes Fuel Suppliers Sell Supplies Amid Shortage Fears
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Rebel Group Demands Increased Attacks on Myanmar Junta and Collaborators
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 April 2022

A prominent leader of a resistance group in Sagaing Region has called on other armed
groups and the public across Myanmar to accelerate attacks on anyone affiliated with the
military regime.

On Tuesday, Bo Nagar, the commander of the Myanmar Royal Dragon Army (MRDA), said it
is time to attack junta soldiers and collaborators to weaken and isolate the regime by
occupying offices and other power bases across the country.

“We are stepping up our attacks on the junta,” he said.

The announcement came a day after his group claimed to have killed more than 30 junta
troops approaching a village in Pale Township, Sagaing Region, in two ambushes.

He said collaborators included the relatives of soldiers and police, junta administrative and
revenue staff, telecoms operators who share users’ secrets with the regime and cut off
internet access and bankers who seize and control public funds for the authorities.

“They are traitors of the people. They betray civilians, help run the junta’s repressive
mechanism against the public and enable the military dictatorship to survive,” Bo Nagar told
The Irrawaddy.

Myanmar Royal Dragon Army leader Bo Nagar and
fellow resistance fighters.

“I' urge all resistance forces, our comrades, in other
areas to step up action against them,” he said, adding
that the results will be visible within a month.

. . He said detained collaborators will face trial in
civilian courts in liberated territories under the supervision of the shadow National Unity
Government (NUG).

“People must have the courage to join our activities to achieve peace,” Bo Nagar said,
calling on the public to report collaborators to resistance groups.

His call coincides with a rising number of attacks, increasingly taking control of territory,
especially in rural areas.

Bo Nagar used to lead the Pale People’s Defense Force, which has been inflicting casualties
on regime troops since last year.

Amid rising resistance in Sagaing Region, he has risen in prominence and the junta has
attempted to capture him. He has commanded the MRDA, which is under the NUG’s
command, since its formation in January.

The MRDA has attacked outposts held by the regime and Pyu Saw Htee, a pro-junta militia,
in Pale and ambushed junta forces raiding villages and burning civilian houses.
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In February, the MRDA said it attacked two bases near Ziphyugone and Einmahti villages
alongside another resistance force and left around 40 regime troops and Pyu Saw Htee
members dead.

Ziphyugone and Einmahti villages are junta strongholds where pro-regime villagers are
trained and armed to join the Pyu Saw Htee.

Since seizing power on Feb. 1 last year, the junta has killed at least 1,773 people, including
more than 100 children and arrested more than 13,000 people.

The regime has burned down at least 9,187 civilian homes, with the resistance stronghold of
Sagaing Region suffering the heaviest damage, according to the independent research group
Data for Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rebel-group-demands-increased-attacks-on-

myanmar-junta-and-collaborators.html

Regime Forces Suffer Heavy Losses in Southeast Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 April 2022

Over 160 junta soldiers were killed in the first two weeks of April in over 200 clashes with
ethnic Karen fighters in Karen State, southeast Myanmar, according to the Karen National
Union (KNU).

From April 1 to April 15, 81 junta soldiers were killed in 174 clashes with KNU Brigade 5 in
Papun District, while another 81 junta soldiers were killed in 55 clashes with KNU Brigade 6
in Kawkareik Township, according to KNU information departments in Papun and Kawkareik.

The KNU is Myanmar’s oldest revolutionary group. Its armed wings are the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Karen National Defence Organization (KNDO). Both reject
the military regime and the coup it staged in February last year. Since then, they have been
fighting alongside local civilian resistance groups who also oppose the junta.

One the KNU side, one fighter died and seven others were injured in the Papun clashes,
while 12 fighters died and 17 others were injured in Kawkareik, according to a KNU
statement released on Tuesday.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the head of the KNU’s Foreign Affairs Department, said that the ethnic
armed organization has verified the number of casualties and clashes.

“Figures officially released by our branches can be confirmed. The number of casualties is
noteworthy. There were never as frequent clashes as are happening now in Karen State.
And it has become obvious that junta troops [are collapsing] since the coup. It is obvious
that the number of junta soldiers who surrendered or who were killed or injured is
significantly on the increase,” he said.
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People’s Defense Forces under the parallel National Unity Government and splinter groups
from the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army are fighting alongside the KNU, while the
Karen Border Guard Force is allied to the regime.

Two civilians from Papun and four civilians from Kawkareik were killed by junta artillery
strikes during the April 1-15 clashes, said the KNU.

Fighting between regime forces and the KNU has intensified since the regime raided the
town of Lay Kay Kaw in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township on December 14.

March was the deadliest month for junta forces in Karen State so far this year, with 429
deaths reported in a total of 510 clashes. Numbers released by the KNU show there were
435 clashes in January with 313 regime deaths and 421 clashes in February with 311 regime
deaths.

The total number of junta soldiers killed in Karen State since the start of the year now
stands at 1,215. The Irrawaddy has not been able to verify the KNU’s figures independently.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-forces-suffer-heavy-losses-in-southeast-
myanmar.html

Myanmar Junta Issues Emergency Alert Amid Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 April 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has issued an “emergency alert” to all of its units across the
country that defectors say means the junta is preparing for resistance attacks.

Former army captain Lin Htet Aung, who has defected to the resistance, told The Irrawaddy
that the regime’s alert was made by phone to all units on Tuesday.

Normally the military uses classified telegraph messages to issue orders, he said.
The order limits troop mobilizations and puts them on standby for attacks.

Junta troops are sustaining heavy casualties, especially in Sagaing Region, Karen and Kayah
State, due to intensifying attacks from resistance forces who fight along with some ethnic
armed organizations like the Kachin Independence Army and Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA).

More than 160 junta soldiers were reportedly killed in the first two weeks of April in over
200 clashes with the KNLA and its allies in Karen State, the group claimed.

Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government this month said it was preparing more
offensives against regime troops. Some of its people’s defense forces are being led by
commanders of ethnic armed organizations.

Another defector, former captain Nyi Thuta, said the alert was meant to prepare soldiers to
reinforce frontline troops.
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“That applies from commanders down to privates. They will have to be ready at all times,”
he said.

Both former captains said the alert was unusual because it did not give a duration.

They said similar alerts were normally issued a week before Armed Forces Day in March and
commanders’ quarterly meetings.

There is no activity like that due and the alert came out of the blue and is unusual, the
former officers said.

They said the alert was putting the armed forces into a defensive mode while resistance
attacks were expected.

“It seems the regime is reacting to the resistance plan and is buying time to prepare,” said
Nyi Thuta.

Lin Htet Aung said the alert exposed junta weakness, far from dictator Min Aung Hlaing’s
recent vow to crush resistance forces.

“They are just trying to protect themselves. Quelling the resistance may come later,” he
said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-issues-emergency-alert-amid-
resistance-attacks.html

Karen Displaced Communities Unable to Farm, Struggle for Their Survival as Burma Army
Attacks Intensifies

For much of the past year, the sound of heavy artillery and gunfire has been heard in towns
and villages throughout Burma's Karen State. The shelling has forced villagers to flee into
jungle areas as military planes launched deadly airstrikes on civilian areas.

Karen News | 20 April 2022

Since the military coup on 1st February 2021, fighting
between Burma Army soldiers and its opposition has
broken out across the country, including in Karen
State. Regions that have seen some of the most
intense fighting are those under the control of the
Karen National Union (KNU), a 70-year-long conflict

/ that was quiet before the coup, but has since
escalated into an intense battle displacing tens of thousands of civilians.

Since the coup, it is estimated 150,000 people have been displaced in Karen State alone,
with more than 1,000 fleeing for safety over the nearby border into Thailand.
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Among those displaced by the conflict are Naw Paw Paw, who lives in Mutraw (Hpa-pun)
District, a KNU-controlled area. Until a few months ago, she grew seasonal fruits on her
farm, but since the Burma Army started its offensive, she has been unable to return to it.

“I' have grown seasonal fruits like durian in my farm. Since being displaced by the fighting, |
have lost a lot of money. It is now the durian season, but | can’t return to my farm [for the
harvest],” Naw Paw Paw told Karen News.

Naw Paw Paw said she had to leave her home in January 2022, because of fighting, and has
not been able to return since. She said she feels heartbroken every time she thinks of the
destruction of her crops.

“l make K700,000 to K800,000 by selling durian a year. My farm yields 150 viss of turmeric
powder a year. A viss of turmeric powder is sold for K8,000 in Hpa-pun town. | have lost a
lot of money because | am fleeing from the war.”

Naw Paw Paw is not the only one in the region to suffer financial hardship due to the
conflict. The majority of villages in Hpa-pun Township, a traditional stronghold of the KNU,
are facing similar problems, with hundreds of thousands of residents forced to flee due to
the fighting.

In December, more than 20,000 villagers in the Lay Kay Kaw area of Dooplaya District, which
is under KNU control, were forced to flee artillery shells fired by the military, as well as air
strikes.

In addition to causing fear and trauma, displacement creates long-term financial difficulties
for those affected. Across Karen State, like the rest of Burma, much of the population is
reliant on agricultural work to make a living. Forced to leave the land they have grown crops
on, sometimes for several generations, many no longer have access to earning a living.

Traditionally the main products in Karen State have been rice, maize, sugarcane, tobacco,
betel nut, rubber and groundnuts. In 2019, the State produced 1.28 million tons of maize,
rice, paddy, groundnuts and rubber, generating substantial funds for the local economy.

The State’s current economic situation is unknown, but the insecurity caused by the fighting
suggests far-reaching impacts on people’s livelihoods. A recent report by the Karen Human
Rights Group explained that residents who were able to harvest their crops were often
unable to sell them, adding that food insecurity is now widespread.

Before being forced to flee, many residents in Lay Kay Kaw grew and sold maize. A maize
farmer, who didn’t want to be named, told Karen News.

“| suffered financial losses, | borrowed money from others at interest to grow my maize. |
had to buy pesticides for my farm. | also had to look after and pay for treatment for my
chronically ill father.”

Some maize growers in Lay Kay Kaw borrowed money from businesses in Thailand to grow
their crops. Now, with many unable to return to their land because of the conflict, they are
falling deeper into debt as interest rates bite.

Page 6 of 37



Farmers are now sleeping in the forest at night and returning to work in the daytime. Some
are fearful of retribution from Burma Army soldiers, making them too scared to return to
their home villages and farms.

In January 2022, Burma military fighter jets conducted at least three airstrikes on territory
controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army’s Brigade 5, dropping 14 bombs and 182
artillery shells, according to local news reports. The KNU’s Department of Information
confirmed that local people had been killed by the air raids.

Ko Soe Paing, an aid worker supporting displaced people in Lay Kay Kaw town, called on
donors to support local residents who are unable to cultivate their crops.

“Some farmers have invested about K100,000, but they only earned K50,000 because they
were unable to harvest their maize on time. If the fighting continues, local people will not be
able to plant and grow crops next year. Displaced people cannot even live in their own
homes, so it is impossible to farm. More donors are needed for the displaced people. Only
maize and pulses can be grown in these border areas. If the locals can no longer farm, there
will be no food production.”

Saw Paw Leh Kale Lahmu, a manager of a camp for internally displaced people in Mutraw
District, said he believed the Burma Army deliberately targeted civilians, accusing them of
being members of the KNLA, the KNU’s armed wing.

“The Burma military junta planted landmines in farms and fired artillery shells at people
working the farms. So far, we have not seen any change in the behavior of the Burma
Army.”

According to data compiled by the Karen Women’s Organization (KWO) there were more
than 140,000 IDPs in all seven districts controlled by the KNU. Due to this displacement,
many people are now unable to work.

Local groups in Karen State have called on the military junta to end their attacks as soon as
possible, so displaced people can resume their livelihoods, and humanitarian assistance can
reach those displaced.

Many people in Karen State have been deprived of their livelihoods since the conflict re-
started, said Saw Nandar Suu, a spokesman for the Karen Human Rights group.

“The local people in Karen State can no longer work in agriculture due to the ongoing armed
conflicts. They are mainly engaged in seasonal agriculture, so they are struggling to make
ends meet as they are unable to engage in agriculture.

They have no income and are yet to receive appropriate humanitarian assistance. The
displaced people lost their jobs and their livelihoods — their rights have been violated.”

Saw Nandar Suu said the Burma Army needs to stop committing atrocities against villagers.

“This situation needs to get better. The humanitarian aid situation for displaced people in
Karen State is very limited and assistance did not reach all of the displaced people. It is
impossible for those fleeing the war to make a long-term livelihood. Therefore, the
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Myanmar military needs to stop attacking the people immediately. Only then will the people
be able to resume their livelihoods. There is an urgent need for public safety. We call on all
parties to work together for the emergence of a government that listens to the people’s
voices and rejects the recognition of the military junta that has now seized power.”

https://karennews.org/2022/04/karen-displaced-communities-unable-to-farm-struggle-for-
their-survival-as-burma-army-attacks-intensifies/

Over 20,000 people displaced in southeast Myanmar suffering food shortage ‘emergency’

The situation for displaced people is the most dire it has been since last year’s coup plunged
the region into conflict, says rights group

Khin Nyein Chan / Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 20, 2022

Displaced people seen in Karen State’s Hpapun
district in January (KPSN)

More than 20,000 people who fled their homes in
territory held by Karen National Union (KNU) rebels
are in urgent need of food and other aid, a rights
group has said, as fighting that has raged in the area
for months becomes even more intense.

“You could say this is an emergency situation for the IDPs,” said Naw Htoo Htoo,
spokesperson for the Karen Human Rights Group (KHRG), using a term that stands for

internally displaced people.

“There were around 20,000 IDPs as of late-March. That number has been slowly increasing...
and is still increasing. The battles have not stopped and have spread to even more places,”
she told Myanmar Now.

It is the most dire situation that Karen IDPs have faced since last year’s military coup threw
the region back into war following a fragile ceasefire, she said.

She said it was vital for international aid groups to provide help, but the junta has imposed
road closures and other restrictions that have made it extremely difficult to reach those in
need.

Among those displaced is the entire population of Htee Muu Hta village in Myawaddy
Township, who fled following a junta airstrike on April 12 and have been sheltering on farms
and plantations with little to no food, according to KIC, a local news outlet.

“Food is the main thing that we need right now,” said Nobel, a local aid volunteer helping
displaced people in Myawaddy. “Food can be scarce at times as we can only get supplies
once a week, since all import routes from Thailand have been blocked.”

There are over 1,000 IDPs from the Lay Kay Kaw area, most of whom come from Htee Mei
Wah Khee and Hpa Lu villages, he said. “Battles have been happening in Lay Kay Kaw every
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day and we don’t know when they’ll be able to go back,” he said. “I built them little huts as
the rainy season is coming.”

Naw Htoo Htoo, of KHRG, said many of those displaced are supposed to be planting crops
now that the rainy season is approaching, but cannot return home to do so, meaning they
face yet more severe hardship in the coming months.

“Seventy percent of the farmers from Karen State make barely enough money to support
their families,” she said. “Once they stop farming, they won’t even have enough money for
food.”

“They need to burn the farmlands now as they need to start planting when the rainy season
starts. But they dare not go home as they only barely escaped alive. They are going to have
to face food insecurity as well if help from donors and humanitarian organisations doesn’t
arrive in time,” she added.

The ruins of a high school in Day Bu No village,
Hpapun Township, following a military
airstrike on March 27 (KNU)

Heavy junta casualties

The intense fighting in KNU territories since
the start of March has taken a heavy toll on
the junta’s forces. AlImost 500 of the regime’s soldiers have been killed and another 300
injured in the clashes, according to the KNU. Meanwhile 34 KNU fighters have been killed
and 52 injured, it added.

Those losses have come amid daily fighting in multiple areas, with roughly 500 clashes
reported across the region. Much of the fighting has been concentrated in Kawkareik
Township, controlled by the KNU’s Brigade 6.

The junta has launched airstrikes and used heavy artillery, killing four civilians and injuring
eight others since March, the KNU said. “The battles have already spread to the villages in
the innermost part of Kawkareik,” said Naw Htoo Htoo.

“Villagers... are afraid of running into soldiers and getting killed. The military is employing
the techniques it used to cut off supplies to its enemies back in the 1960s. They are also
using human shields,” she added. “Women also have to live in fear of getting sexually
assaulted.”

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the KNU spokesperson, said that at least between one and two junta
soldiers were dying every day in the clashes. Junta soldiers fared especially badly during
fighting around Lay Kay Kaw on April 10, he said.

“The battle on April 10 was particularly serious. The entire column was obliterated and a
captain was captured alive,” he said. The underground National Unity Government (NUG)
said at the time that 40 junta troops were killed in the battle, but Padoh Saw Taw Nee
estimates the toll may have been twice that.
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“At least 70 or 80 of them must have been killed,” he said.

The KNU and its allies have intercepted junta reinforcement columns and convoys sending
supplies and ammunition in the eastern and western areas of the Dawna hills in Kawkareik,
he said.

In March KNU forces attacked and seized control of the Maw Khee base in Myawaddy,
seizing weapons and killing a soldier. The junta’s forces reclaimed the base on April 7, but
only after suffering heavy casualties.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/over-20000-people-displaced-in-southeast-
myanmar-suffering-food-shortage-emergency

Civilians Fear Fighting In Northern Rakhine State
By Network Media Group | Wednesday, April 20, 2022

The Burma Army (BA) is stepping up its presence in
northern Rakhine State amid escalating tensions
with the Arakan Army (AA) after several skirmishes
this year that threaten to destabilise an informal
ceasefire observed since just before the coup over a
| year ago.

' In March 2021, the regime removed the political
wing of AA, the United League of Arakan (ULA),
from the list of terrorist organisations in the Southeast Asian nation.

According to locals, the regime has been setting up new checkpoints and sending troops
through the towns of Kyauktaw and Mrauk-U since 12 April.

“’They have stationed at five locations in Mrauk-U Township, including at an intersection in
Pauktaw Pyin, under the Tein Nyo Bridge, at an intersection between the highway and Oh
Htein, at an intersection between Tawung Oo and Kyi Ra Pyin, and near Kyaukse Pyin,” a
Mrauk-U resident told NMG, wishing to remain anonymous.

Another anonymous source said 30 additional BA soldiers have been deployed at Kyauktaw
Railway Station, bringing the total to 40, and some armed forces have also taken up
positions on a bridge in the town.

Locals fear major fighting will resume. Since the informal ceasefire, AA has captured more
territory, forcing civilians to support its expansion and the BA has responded by sending
troops, rations and weapons into the region.

“Although BA and AA have increased their presence in Rakhine State, they haven’t launched
a military operation against each other,” says the Mrauk-U man. He says BA has frequently
inspected villages in in the area after clashes between the two sides in Maungdaw last
month.
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Another source, who also asked for his name to be kept confidential, told the NMG that BA
visited wards and villages in Sittwe Township on 10 April to look for signs of AA troops.

On 13 April, the two forces briefly fought in Myebon Township.

The ULA organised events to celebrate Thingyan, the Burmese New Year, in northern
Rakhine State, while most ethnic armed groups in Burma decided to boycott the regime-
sanctioned holidays this year.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/04/20/18675

Why Did the Myanmar Peace Process Fail?
By TONY WATERS | 20 April 2022
Time for an Evaluation of Donor-Led Peace Efforts?

As recently as 2020 one of the most prominent logos on Yangon billboards, vehicles, and
signs was the woven fibers of the Joint Peace Fund (JPF). The JPF arrived in Yangon in 2016,
loudly proclaiming that it had pledges from nine western donors who would fund US$100
million in peacebuilding activities between 2016 and 2021.

The JPF would support the National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA) of 2015, a Norwegian-
sponsored agreement between the quasi-civilian government of U Thein Sein and a dozen
or so Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAOs). Hundreds of millions of dollars also flowed into
Myanmar in the name of peace from Western embassies, United Nations (UN) agencies, the
World Bank, church groups, and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs). All
parties were convinced that they could contribute to the country’s road to peace by
bringing the peacebuilding skills of the outside world to Myanmar.

International experts in peacebuilding, public health, gender, democracy, displaced peoples,
education and a host of other subjects arrived. The Myanmar Police Force was even funded
by the European Union to train in crowd control techniques in 2013 and 2016, all part of a
scheme to assist them to become “a modern police agency that adheres to international
standards, respects human rights and maintains gender awareness.”

Conferences were held in Yangon hotels, workshops in villages, and leaders jetted off to
see ‘best practice’ peace efforts in places like Northern Ireland, Colombia, Sri Lanka, and
Mindanao in the Philippines. And then of course it all disappeared on February 1, 2021,
when the Myanmar military staged their coup. What went wrong? No answers seem
forthcoming.

Monitoring, Evaluation and the Coup of February 1, 2021

Hundreds of millions of dollars were spent on peace and democracy efforts in Myanmar
between 2016 and 2021. Myanmar’s service sector briefly flourished and rents in Yangon
skyrocketed, particularly in neighborhoods favored by expatriates where houses owned by
military families were snapped up. But that was OK because each dollar spent was rooted in
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“evidence based policy”, which meant a particular “benchmarked performance objective”
pre-determined by the donor was aligned with success, however defined.

So the JPF and the donor systems hummed along, always seeming to meet those
benchmarked performance indicators. The Rohingya crisis of 2017 came and went,
ceasefires in Shan and Kachin States collapsed, and fighting resumed in Karen and Karenni
States. The Arakan Army emerged, too. Monitoring and Evaluation officers carefully
noted “roadblocks” on the “road to peace”. Ambassadors lectured Myanmar people that
this was the “last chance” for peace.

But it didn’t work. The crash occurred on the day of the coup, when the elected leadership
of the government was arrested and the military occupied Myanmar’s cities. Peaceful
demonstrators were shot, military operations against ethnic peoples in the borderlands
resumed, and resistance groups began to organize. All the efforts of the 2016-2021
peacebuilding seemed for naught. As for the evaluators, they seemed to have suddenly
disappeared. For example, instead of acknowledging failure and announcing a new study in
the interests of transparency, JPF’s website was scoured of all reports and effectively went
blank. Or perhaps it went underground, as rumors have emerged that the JPF is now
negotiating with the military government. It seems that the peacebuilding of 2016-2021 was
in vain or perhaps even counter-productive.

This means, though, that it is time to ask the critical question of what went wrong. All that
data- driven policy-building can be resuscitated, and the tools used to evaluate the NGOs
can now be used to evaluate the overall peace process. Monitoring and Evaluation in donor-
speak meant western accounting standards benchmarking every kyat and dollar. The
recipients were held accountable to the stakeholders, of whom the donors were most
important. This is why endless reams of the monitoring and evaluation reports were
submitted to Western embassies, JPF, World Bank, and others. Receipts for tea were
carefully collated with a performance objective, budget line and benchmark. Monitoring and
Evaluation Officer became a new profession in Myanmar, judging by the number of job

ads advertising for this particular skill.

It seems callous to ask, but isn’t the coup and the seeming collapse of the aid sector a great
opportunity for a final monitoring and evaluation report? What are the lessons learned?
Why did the road to peace fall off a cliff? Where did the hundreds of millions of dollars
spent on peace go? Frankly were JPF still around, it seems like a perfect question for them
to conduct an inquiry into.

Measuring The Technology of Peace

One problem is that the JPF and other donors reduce peace to being a technical problem. In
the imported version of ‘Peaceland’, conflict, economics, and politics were reduced to
metrics which are easily monitored and evaluated with numbers. Thus, violent incident
reports seemed quick and precise and economic development was robustly measured in
tenths of a percent growth. Election transparency was presumably measurable in the liters
of purple gentian violet used to stain the fingers of voters.

Page 12 of 37


http://www.ethnography.com/2020/01/the-elephants-the-peace-process-and-the-blindmen-in-a-myanmar-hotel-ballroom/
http://jointpeacefund.org/
https://urbangateway.org/opportunities/monitoring-and-evaluation-officer-unops-yangon-myanmar
https://urbangateway.org/opportunities/monitoring-and-evaluation-officer-unops-yangon-myanmar
https://urbangateway.org/opportunities/monitoring-and-evaluation-officer-unops-yangon-myanmar

The problem perhaps is that peace is not just a technical problem. Peace is complicated,
because there are many forms of it and it is more than an absence of violent incidents.
Indeed in peace studies, an absence of violent incidents is sometimes called “negative
peace”. Myanmar people remember well “negative peace’” from the decades of military
rule when fear of government violence was constant, even when there were no violent
incidents to count. For negative peace to become “positive peace,” there needs to be
reconciliation and the birth of a new sense of shared destiny. Peace studies scholars use
mystical terms such as soul of place, cultures of peace, social cohesion, and positive peace.
The point is that peace is rooted ultimately in the morality and traditions of the local
society, not dollars spent, incidents counted, or even gross national product.

| " 0

A Wonky Question for the Evaluators: What is Your Real Deliverable?

The monitoring and evaluation profession is about measuring progress toward a goal. Peace
was the goal for the NCA but that came to mean only that violent fighting between the
military and EAOs should stop, even if the reign of fear continues. Monitoring and
evaluation reports, though, only asked if the shooting stopped, not if steps toward what
peace studies scholars call “positive peace” were taken. The incentive presented by Western
embassies and NGOs was that if you could answer ‘Yes’ that violence rates had decreased,
you could get the next contract. Somehow the world of monitoring and evaluation missed
the fact that assigning a cup of tea from a workshop to the correct budget category was not
the point. “Positive peace” is the point, but this is unfortunately not really a deliverable that
can be monitored and evaluated by simply counting violent incidents.

February 1, 2021 presents a classic monitoring and evaluation opportunity for the ‘lessons
learned’ crowd. Perhaps what needs to happen is that the donors from the UN, Norway, UK
and USA need to admit that the coup was a failure of their own policies, not just of the
Myanmar people.

Sadly, this is not yet happening. In Thailand, where | work, USAID, Washington’s aid agency,
in particular has arrived with monitoring and evaluation specialists promising dollars for
programs addressing Myanmar issues. The catch is that the extensive American
accountability requirements mean that the same policies and same NGOs that engineered
the failure of 2016-2021 are being funded again. More importantly, the pesky goal that is
“positive peace” is still missing. So NGOs spring up, monitoring and evaluation specialists are
hired and villas rented in Chiangmai and Bangkok. After that is done, some money will make
its way across the border to Myanmar and the rather small number of NGOs with the
wherewithal and office staff to continue satisfying the technocracy of the peace industry.

What Would a Real Evaluation Look Like?

What would a real evaluation of the NCA and JPF look like? First, it might start with not just
the failures in the 2015 ceasefire, but the dozens of other Myanmar ceasefires which have
taken place since the 1950s. And then before that there is the poisonous legacy of British
colonialism well remembered by Myanmar’s peoples. Myanmar has historians who could
help with evaluating why ceasefires have been ineffective for the last 100 years or so. For
example, little thought is put into why the 1950s ceasefires following the 1949 Battle of
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Insein failed. Nor is much written about the 1990s ceasefires with the Mon, Kachin, Wa, and
others. In those failed ceasefires might be found the reason why the 2015 NCA also failed.
And finally why did the Rohingya repatriations endorsed by the UN in 1978, 1992, 2012 and
2017 also fail?

If you are a foreigner scratching your head about the Battle of Insein, or other ceasefires,
you are not alone. After all, what monitoring and evaluation officer created a career based
on bragging about the ceasefire that did not work, even if it was one of the most important
events in twentieth century Myanmar history? But | would guess that the unsuccessful
endings of the Burmese Civil War of 1949-1950 tell us more about peace in Myanmar than
the peace industry’s successes in Colombia, Sri Lanka, etc.

What such studies should not start with are lectures about USAID monitoring and evaluation
requirements, or critiques from Western embassies about “Myanmar’s failure”. New ideas
and thoughts from outside ‘Peaceland’ need to be sought. There are excellent books in
English by Johan Galtung, Severine Autessere, John Paul Lederach, Thich Nhat Hanh, Elise
Boulding, and others about the nature of peace and peacebuilding which are rarely noted in
the reams of reports. Myanmar scholars like U Pho Hlaing’s writings about the nature of
Burmese democracy, Aung San Suu Kyi’s writings about democracy and fear, Saw Aung
Hla’s writings about the Karen and Maung Maung Gyi’s thoughts regarding Burmese
authoritarianism, were almost universally ignored in Yangon consultancy reports, even
though they are available in English. More of course must be available in Burmese, Karen,
and the other languages of Myanmar.

Tony Waters is Professor of Sociology at Payap University. He is the author of
Bureaucratizing the Good Samaritan, which can be downloaded at Bureaucratizing the Good
Samaritan: The Limitations to Humanitarian Relief Operation.

He can be reached at watersanthony777@gmail.com.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/why-did-the-myanmar-peace-process-

fail.html

The Peace Corps shuts its Myanmar office

PUBLISHED 20 APRIL 2022

The United States Peace Corps shuts down its
Myanmar head office, citing instability and security
concerns in the country.

“The vision of the Peace Corps is to promote world
peace and friendship, and to send American
volunteers to live and work with people from all
over the world. Prolonged instability in Myanmar’s
towns and villages has raised concerns about the
safety of our volunteers. We have decided to close our headquarters in Myanmar because

Page 14 of 37


https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Peaceful-Means-Civilization-International-ebook/dp/B014FL6QJI/ref=sr_1_6?crid=AZF2PS2HNES7&keywords=Johan+Galtung&qid=1646725471&s=books&sprefix=johan+galtu,stripbooks,324&sr=1-6
https://www.abebooks.com/products/isbn/9781107632042?cm_mmc=ggl-_-COM_DSAETAFEED_Trade-_-naa-_-naa&gclid=Cj0KCQiA95aRBhCsARIsAC2xvfy2Hhh9PzZSN_932WgpotXcflt_xfBFZf3XXRzJFF-semPk1rct8vcaAoe8EALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/Moral-Imagination-Soul-Building-Peace/dp/019974758X/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2LXGM9ZZ6BPTZ&keywords=John+Paul+Lederach&qid=1646725433&refinements=p_72:1250223011&rnid=1250219011&s=books&sprefix=john+paul+lederac,aps,317&sr=1-2
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31078022189&searchurl=ds=20&spo=20&sortby=17&kn=thich+nhat+hanh+books&p=2&sp=1&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp2-_-title2
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31000248402&searchurl=kn=Elise+Boulding%252525252C+Cultures+of+Peace&sortby=17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31000248402&searchurl=kn=Elise+Boulding%252525252C+Cultures+of+Peace&sortby=17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
https://www.abebooks.com/servlet/BookDetailsPL?bi=31000248402&searchurl=kn=Elise+Boulding%252525252C+Cultures+of+Peace&sortby=17&cm_sp=snippet-_-srp1-_-title1
https://www.burmalibrary.org/docs/THE_RAJADHAMMASANGAHA.pdf
https://awpc.cattcenter.iastate.edu/2017/03/21/freedom-from-fear-1990/
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/782065
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/782065
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/782065
https://www.amazon.com/Burmese-Political-Values-Socio-Political-Authoritarianism/dp/027590993X/ref=sr_1_4?crid=230AWQDO5R36Z&keywords=Maung+Maung+Gyi&qid=1646725356&sprefix=maung+maung+gy,aps,386&sr=8-4
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328247883_Bureaucratizing_the_Good_Samaritan_The_Limitations_to_Humanitarian_Relief_Operation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328247883_Bureaucratizing_the_Good_Samaritan_The_Limitations_to_Humanitarian_Relief_Operation
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/328247883_Bureaucratizing_the_Good_Samaritan_The_Limitations_to_Humanitarian_Relief_Operation
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/why-did-the-myanmar-peace-process-fail.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/why-did-the-myanmar-peace-process-fail.html

we are uncertain when our volunteers will be able to be recalled, “ the Peace Corps said in
an email reply to the Daily Eleven.

The Peace Corps arrived to Myanmar in 2016 with over 90 volunteers who focus mainly on
teaching English.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/the-peace-corps-shuts-its-myanmar-office

1in 100 displaced by conflict since Myanmar coup, UN says

The total number of refugees is now more than 900,000, raising fears of a mass starvation
event.

By RFA Myanmar Service | 2022.04.20

Children of refugees fleeing fighting in Kayah state,
April 10, 2022. Karenni Refugee Assistance
Network

One out of every 100 citizens of Myanmar
became displaced by conflict in the nearly 15
months since the junta seized power, according
to the United Nations, pushing the total number
of internal refugees to a staggering 912,700 and pushing the country ever closer to the
brink of a humanitarian crisis.

In a statement on Tuesday, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs said that 566,100 people — or more than 1% of Myanmar’s
population of around 55 million — were made refugees since the Feb 1, 2021, coup,
adding to some 346,000 people already identified as internally displaced persons (IDPs)
prior to the takeover.

The agency said that for the first time, displacement in the northwest, where the military
is carrying out a scorched earth campaign in Chin state and the regions of Sagaing and
Magway, exceeded 300,000 people. Eastern Myanmar, which includes the embattled
states of Shan, Kayah, and Kayin, also saw substantial displacement since the coup.

Junta troops killed at least 1,600 people, including some 100 children, since the coup, the
U.N. office said. Many of the victims died in military airstrikes, artillery strikes or as the
result of triggering landmines.

“Hundreds of thousands of men, women, boys and girls have fled their homes for safety
since the February military takeover, many of them forced to move multiple times
exposing people to grave protection risks,” the statement said.

The U.N. said in mid-January that the number of people displaced in Myanmar since the
coup totaled 320,000, suggesting an increase of nearly 600,000 in the past three months
alone.
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The displacement has placed a tremendous strain on resources and IDPs are in desperate
need of assistance.

“Overall, humanitarian actors, in close coordination with local partners, continue
providing critical life-saving assistance to the most affected people but face ongoing
challenges in addressing urgent needs due to access constraints and funding shortfalls,”
the U.N.’s humanitarian office said.

“To meet their obligations to people in need, humanitarian actors, including the U.N.,
international and national NGOs, need quicker, simpler and more predictable access
processes.”

Among the needs of IDPs identified by the agency were funding for educational activities,
food security, health care, nutritional supplements, protection from violence, shelter,
water, sanitation and hygiene.

The smoking remains of homes destroyed by the military
in Khin-U township's Ngar Tin Gyi village, April 4, 2022.
Credit: Citizen journalist

Scarce supplies and food shortages

Speaking to RFA’s Myanmar Service on Wednesday, a
refugee in Sagaing’s Yinmabin township said that
obtaining things like rice, cooking oil and salt must be
done in the city but are subject to seizure by junta
troops at checkpoints.

“Many people are facing starvation. Our homes have been burned down. The fire has also
destroyed our storage and all our supplies for the entire year. We are sharing what is left
among the villagers,” he said, speaking on condition of anonymity citing fear of reprisal.

“We went to Monywa to purchase some bags of rice, but [the soldiers] seized them on
the way home. We are not allowed to transport large bags of rice or other food supplies.”

He said those displaced are forced to scrape by trading their remaining rice supplies with
nearby villages.

In Kayah state, food transport routes have been cut off by fighting between the military
and anti-junta People’s Defense Force paramilitaries, forcing people to ration what they
have left.

An IDP from Kayah’s Demoso township, which has been the center of intense clashes in
recent weeks, told RFA that his group of refugees is at risk of running out of food.

“We cannot find more foods. The roads are closed, so we must ration what we have,”
said the IDP, who also declined to be named.
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“We can use cooking oil only once or twice a month. We prepare foods without cooking,
often by grinding it into a powder. We skip some meals. We have only one meal instead
of two meals a day. We adults try to adapt and give priority to the children.”

A volunteer helping IDPs in Kayah’s Hpruso township said his aid group is working to
obtain extra food supplies in anticipation of future scarcity.

“It has become more difficult to transport food. We can’t carry as much as we need. For
example, we order 100 rice bags, but we are allowed to transport only 50 — the
authorities are controlling things very strictly,” he said.

“I think we need to save up more food for the future because we expect things will
become even more difficult. Whenever there is fighting, we face shortages.”

In Chin state, a volunteer told RFA his group can’t transfer food because of fighting near
the roads. Additionally, he said, troops require permits to transport food and other
commodities along closed routes, leading to price hikes in local markets.

Attempts by RFA to contact Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, the junta’s deputy information
minister, for comment on the military closing roads in conflict regions went unanswered
on Wednesday.

Salai Za Oak Lein, the deputy executive director of the Chin Human Rights Organization,
accused the military of closing roads to prevent aid from reaching IDPs.

“This action shows that they lack humanitarian spirit. The military is trying to weaken the
local resistance by cutting of food supplies, but they are impacting local civilians,” he
said.

“They intentionally create food shortages and force people to abandon their homes.
These are horrible human rights violations.”

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/displaced-04202022203132.html

Myanmar Junta Makes Fuel Suppliers Sell Supplies Amid Shortage Fears
By THE IRRAWADDY | 20 April 2022

Amid long queues for fuel in Myanmar’s cities on Tuesday, the junta-controlled Ministry of
Commerce forced suppliers to sell their stocks at fixed prices.

Long queues were reported at filling stations in Yangon this week with customers limited to
20,000 to 30,000 kyats worth of fuel.

In response, the ministry held an online meeting on Tuesday where it told suppliers to sell
all remaining stocks at fixed prices.
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“We have sold all the remaining stocks at the prices set by the regime. At the meeting, the
ministry told us to phone our gas stations and sell at fixed prices,” a fuel importer told The
Irrawaddy.

“They said they did not want to see queues and delays as they are not good for the country.
They said they would sell US dollars and told us not to panic. They told us to bring lower
prices and increase the quota,” he added.

Some gas stations, following long queues, said on Facebook on Tuesday that quotas were
being removed.

Meanwhile, suppliers are struggling to import because of the regime’s restrictions on the
use of US dollars.

Earlier this month, the regime-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar ordered that foreign
exchange earned by citizens be converted into kyats at the inflated official rate of 1,850
kyats per dollar within one working day.

The regime also required importers to seek its approval to use US dollars for every
shipment. Fuel imports halted as the regime has not handled the paperwork because of the
Thingyan holidays. Stocks are now running low, said fuel distributors.

The ministry summoned distributors to another meeting on Wednesday.

Some importers that purchased fuel at high prices before the regime fixed the exchange
rate are suffering losses, said industry insiders.

A taxi driver from Yangon told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday: “Almost every gas station that is
still open is selling by quota. It takes about two hours to get fuel. Many gas stations have
closed.”

Fuel prices have increased by around 300 kyats per liter since Monday.

The junta-controlled Ministry of Electricity and Energy denied rumors on social media that
fuel stocks are running low in Thilawa, the national fuel warehouse.

The ministry claimed the country still has 45 million gallons of petrol and 70 million gallons
of diesel in stock and two tankers have arrived in Yangon but are yet to be emptied because
of Thingyan.

Myanmar imports around 6 million tons of fuel annually, mainly from Singapore and
Malaysia, according to the commerce ministry.

Many gas stations in Yangon and Mandalay were closed on Wednesday, according to
residents.

Long queues formed in Yangon, Mandalay and Sittwe in Rakhine State, with quotas still
enforced, residents said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-makes-fuel-suppliers-sell-
supplies-amid-shortage-fears.html
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