PEACE Info (April 19, 2022)

Aung San Suu Kyi urges public to ‘stay united’

NUG claims to control half the country

Rewards for jets, helicopters will test loyalty of Myanmar military: former soldiers
Resistance Groups Reports Over 30 Myanmar Junta Deaths

Resistance alliance launches coordinated attacks on military, police units in
northwest Myanmar

Almost 2,000 People Displaced by Junta Raids in Western Myanmar

Regime Kidnaps Youths After Burning Homes In Southern Shan State

Junta pledges ‘year of peace’ after Thingyan, but opposition says fight just starting
In Myanmar, Don’t Mention the Coup
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Aung San Suu Kyi urges public to ‘stay united’

The State Counsellor is in good health and awaiting word on how she may be able to
testify on behalf of the detained Mandalay chief minister, a source close to the court says

Nyan Hlaing Lin | Published on Apr 19, 2022

Detained State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi urged the Myanmar public to discuss and
overcome their differences in a message delivered through a source close to the court
during a hearing in Naypyitaw on Monday.

The individual told Myanmar Now that Suu Kyi had given the rare statement to her legal
team during a session in a junta court specially designated to review charges brought
against her by the military council.

“She said today that everyone needs to stay united and hold discussions on different views.
If they still aren’t able to open dialogues now, she said to wait patiently until it is possible to
do so,” the source said, quoting the State Counsellor.

Upon being asked by Myanmar Now whether Suu Kyi was encouraging negotiation amongst
members of the public themselves or with the military council that staged a coup in early
2021, the individual maintained that she was “only addressing the people.”

“What she meant was that there could be people who have different or contrasting
opinions, and it is necessary to get along with one another; also that negotiations would be
necessary in order to come to a common solution amongst the people,” the source
explained.

The source asked not to be named as the junta restricts information on the trials of
detained leaders, including deposed President Win Myint.

Suu Kyi and Win Myint were arrested just before the coup was attempted and are currently
being held in an undisclosed location in Naypyitaw.

The military has filed 17 charges against the 76-year-old Suu Kyi, on which she has already
been convicted of five counts and sentenced to six years in prison.

The source, who is familiar with the trial proceedings, said that the State Counsellor
appeared to be in good health on Monday’s hearing, which was concerning five charges of
violating Section 55 of the Anti-Corruption Law. Each carries a maximum prison sentence of
five years.

Monday’s session included 90 minutes of final testimony from Suu Kyi’s legal team
concerning the allegation that she had accepted bribes from former Yangon Region chief
minister Phyo Min Thein. He is also a central executive committee (CEC) member of her
party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), whose elected administration was ousted
in the coup.

Suu Kyi has rejected the accusation and Phyo Min Thein’s testimony as untruthful. The
verdict on the case is expected next Tuesday.
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Aung San Suu Kyi, Win Htein, Dr Zaw Myint Maung and
President Win Myint are seen at a parliamentary session
in Naypyitaw before the coup (Supplied)

Both the State Counsellor and another NLD patron, Win
Htein, have been reportedly named on the defence
team’s witness list concerning five corruption charges
brought against the NLD CEC vice chair, 69-year-old
ousted Mandalay Region chief minister Dr Zaw Myint Maung.

His hearings are being held every Tuesday and Friday in another specially designated junta
court inside Mandalay’s Obo Prison, where Zaw Myint Maung is being held.

The military council has reportedly agreed to let 80-year-old Win Htein—who is also
detained in Obo Prison and struggles with a range of health issues and requires an external
oxygen supply—testify in the cases against Zaw Myint Maung starting next week.

It was not clear at the time of reporting whether Suu Kyi would be allowed to testify in
person or over video, the court source said.

“This is still not a special privilege as anyone who witnessed the incident is legally permitted
to testify,” the source added.

The junta initially filed three corruption charges against Zaw Myint Maung for allegedly
accepting bribes, including while he was undergoing treatment for leukemia in Bangkok,
Thailand—an illness for which he has continued to require medical treatment inside Obo
Prison.

Two more corruption charges were filed against him for alleged misconduct concerning the
funds associated with the construction of NLD party offices in Myingyan and Pyin Oo Lwin in
Mandalay Region.

He was already sentenced to four years in prison after being found guilty of incitement and
of violating pandemic-related public health restrictions.

Up to 12 witnesses, including two men who offered the alleged bribes, have testified against
Zaw Myint Maung. One of them, Maung Weik, spoke to the court on February 18, testifying
that he did not personally give money to the ousted chief minister, according to another
source who is familiar with the trial.

Zaw Myint Maung has reportedly requested testimony on his behalf from between eight
and 11 witnesses.

The military filed further charges against him for misconduct during the 2020 general
election—which is accompanied by a one-year prison sentence if convicted—and for
violating Constitutional provisions, which carries a three-year term.

Zaw Myint Maung, Aung San Suu Kyi and Win Htein have previously testified on behalf of
one another.
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NLD central executive committee member Kyaw Htwe confirmed that more than 600 of the
party’s members and leaders had been detained by the junta since the coup.

Updates on the conditions of the imprisoned leaders are typically only learned from their
lawyers following their court hearings. The military has not released information on the
detainees and Myanmar Now has been unable to interview junta officials concerning this
matter.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aung-san-suu-kyi-urges-public-to-stay-united

NUG claims to control half the country

By Mizzima |

According to the National Unity Government (NUG) People’s
Defense Forces (PDF), local revolutionary forces and ethnic
groups now control 50 per cent of the country.

At an NUG press conference on 16 April, NUG press
representative U Nay Bhone Lat said: “50 per cent of the
o country is under our control. We cannot say exactly which
areas and townshlps He added that the NUG will eventually make an official
announcement about which areas are under their control but that it will take them time to
collate all the information.

Hundreds of PDF battalions, consisting of more than 250 fighters, have been set up since the
formation of the NUG. In addition, 354 Local Defence Forces (LDF), consisting of 100 or
fewer fighters, have been set up under the Ministry of Defence of the NUG government.

U Htin Lin Aung, the NUG Minister of Communication, Information and Technology said:
“Every territory under the sovereignty of the people can be classified as a Democratic
Liberated Area. The ethnic armed organization (EAO) controlled regions, PDFs, and the
people are beginning to practice self-government, and the military is unable to reach them.
The Democratic Liberated Areas are all areas that the military is unable to rule."

https://www.mizzima.com/article/nug-claims-control-half-country

Rewards for jets, helicopters will test loyalty of Myanmar military: former soldiers
The shadow government is offering cash for troops who defect with their vehicles.
By Khin Maung Soe | 2022.04.19

A reward program offered by Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) to
junta soldiers who defect with jets, helicopters and other vehicles is likely to test the
loyalty of the military’s lower ranks, according to former servicemen.
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Military helicopters fly in formation to mark Armed
Forces Day in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, March 27, 2022.
AFP

Earlier this month, the NUG announced that it was
offering cash rewards of up to U.S. $300,000
equivalent to any soldier who destroys an army,
navy or air force assault vehicle or aircraft, or up to U.S. $500,000 to anyone who defects
to the opposition along with one.

Naing Htoo Aung, the permanent secretary of NUG’s Defense Ministry, said at the time
that the rewards program is intended to provide “guarantees in life” for those soldiers
who turn against the junta.

“We have learned that there are many soldiers who want to defect from their units and
join the people’s forces,” he said, adding that the military vehicles are being used to
“attack the public.”

“We hope this announcement will encourage them to defect more. We believe the rate
of defection will increase every day.”

Capt. Kaung Thu Win, a military officer who joined the anti-junta Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM), agreed that rank and file soldiers are likely to jump at such an
opportunity, although he acknowledged that it would be difficult for them to abscond
with the vehicles intact.

“It could be challenging to bring aircraft or fighter jets to another location. For example,
fighter jets need a [special] landing strip. The helicopters are also limited in their range,
depending on their capacity. Even tanks are difficult to take long distances,” he told RFA.

“It is more realistic to expect them to destroy them. And they should only receive the
rewards if they can show evidence that they have destroyed the vehicles and defected.”

According to the NUG announcement, soldiers are eligible for cash rewards equal to U.S.
$100,000 for destroying fighter jet fuel tanks, as well as weapon factories and storage
facilities.

Repeated calls to junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for comment
on the rewards program went unanswered.

Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Thayninga Institute of Strategic Studies, a group
of former military officers from Myanmar, called the offer impractical and unrealistic.

“There are several measures in place that make it difficult to steal military vehicles, let
alone destroy them. There are hierarchies of command that monitor the members of
each unit,” he told RFA.

“To be frank, this announcement is just for propaganda purposes. When the opposition
forces take up arms to fight, they will do anything to defeat the enemy, regardless of
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whether it is right or wrong. As for whether these tactics will work or not, it depends on
their purpose and the impact they have.”

Capt. Lin Htet Aung said that regardless of its impact on the outcome of the conflict, the
NUG’s reward offer will cause soldiers from all levels of the military to question their
loyalty to the junta.

“This announcement could stir up the members of elite forces. Those who are operating
the vehicles will have thoughts to consider. It will also stir up distrust among the
members of the military,” he said.

“The military is already facing a moral crisis and losing loyalty among its members. The
top ranking officers will strictly punish any infraction that occurs after this
announcement.”

According to Pyithu Yinkwin (People’s Embrace), a group of CDM members made up of
former military personnel, nearly 3,000 soldiers have joined the CDM since the Feb. 1,
2021, coup that saw the junta seize power from the democratically elected National
League for Democracy (NLD) party.

Junta tanks take part in an Armed Forces Day
parade in Naypyidaw, Myanmar, March 27, 2022.
AFPMisuse of public property

In a recent interview, NUG Defense Minister
Yee Mon told RFA that the announcement of the
rewards program was justified under Myanmar’s
Public Property Act of 1947, which prevents
against the “misuse of public property.”

“The junta is currently misusing military facilities, which are public property, to wage
violence against and kill the people,” he said, adding that the president of a new civilian
government would put new laws into place to ensure such violations do not happen
again.

Yee Mon responded to critics who doubt the feasibility of NUG’s announcement by
noting that “helicopters don’t need landing strips,” and suggesting “airports will be under
PDF control sooner or later” to accommodate any stolen fighter jets.

In the meantime, opposition forces — comprised largely of People’s Defense Force (PDF)
paramilitaries — are being armed with “factory-made standard arms and IEDs that we
made ourselves,” as well as weapons bought using a budget of U.S. $34 million, and
others seized from junta troops.

“We have enough weapons to meet the minimum requirements for the PDF forces,” he
said, without providing further details.

Yee Mon said that the armed opposition now numbers “between 50,000 and 100,000”
soldiers from the PDF and other allied anti-junta groups formed into 259 military
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battalions, as well as fighting units based in 250 townships across the country. RFA was
unable to independently verify the minister’s claims.

“The majority of these groups are working with NUG ... and we are ready to defeat the
military junta,” he said. “Now we are working on the next step in terms of surrounding
and controlling some towns.

The defense minister said that the NUG has no plans to negotiate with the junta, “as long
as it upholds an authoritarian system and mindset.”

“With regards to the future of the military, which is under its control, it is up to their
soldiers to decide,” he said. “They can choose either to completely disband the military
or reform it into forces that comply with the command of a civilian government. If the
latter, the window for negotiations remains open.”

Translated by Ye Kaung Myint Maung. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/rewards-04192022213003.html|

Resistance Groups Reports Over 30 Myanmar Junta Deaths
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 April 2022

More than 30 Myanmar junta soldiers were killed in two ambushes in Pale Township,
Sagaing Region, on Monday, a resistance group claimed.

The Myanmar Royal Dragon Army (MRDA) said it twice ambushed around 100 regime
soldiers approaching a village in Pale.

At least three junta soldiers were killed in the first ambush and around 30 in the second,
according to the group. It said two resistance fighters were injured.

MRDA leader Bo Nagar told The Irrawaddy that the estimate of junta deaths was based on
the accounts of resistance fighters.

He said junta soldiers burned their comrades’ corpses and torched civilian houses when they
left the village.

Fighting continued on Tuesday morning and junta aircraft were reported in the area.

Bo Nagar used to be the leader of the Pale People’s Defense Force, has inflicted casualties
on the regime troops in the area since last year. He became the commander of the MRDA
since its formation early this year to accelerate attacks on regime targets.

Since seizing power on Feb. 1 last year, the junta has killed at least 1,769 people, including
more than 100 children and arrested more than 13,000 people.

The regime has burned down at least 9,187 civilian homes, with the resistance stronghold of
Sagaing Region suffering the heaviest damage, according to the independent research group
Data for Myanmar.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-reports-over-30-myanmar-
junta-deaths.html

Resistance alliance launches coordinated attacks on military, police units in northwest
Myanmar

A PDF chapter and a local defence force simultaneously attack two military bases and a
police station in a Magway Region town using handmade mortar shells

Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 19, 2022

Resistance fighters from Kyaukhtu town and
throughout Saw Township are pictured in early April
(The Youth Force)

An alliance of local anti-junta defence forces
simultaneously attacked artillery and air force bases
as well as a police station in a Magway Region town
on the border with Chin State on Saturday evening, a
representative of one of the resistance groups said.

Wai La, a battalion commander within the Kyaukhtu People’s Defence Force (PDF) in Saw
Township, told Myanmar Now that they had fired 10 improvised artillery shells at the
military bases in the town, and 20 more at the Kyaukhtu police station.

He said his group was accompanied by The Youth Force, which is made up of guerrilla
fighters from Kyaukhtu as well as throughout Saw—which is located in the area of
northwestern Myanmar known as the Yaw region.

The allied forces reportedly exchanged gunfire for around one hour with junta troops during
the attack on the police station before withdrawing.

“There could be a large number of casualties on the junta’s side. One of our people got
injured as well,” Wai La said, referring to a member of the Kyaukhtu PDF who suffered a
wound to his arm from the explosion of a junta artillery shell.

Myanmar Now was unable to verify the number of casualties or police officers injured on
the military’s side. The military council has not released any information on the attacks.

As the resistance forces retreated, Wai La said that a military aircraft was seen arriving to
provide support to the troops at the targeted police station.

The junta columns targeted by the resistance forces had carried out previous assaults on
civilians, the PDF battalion commander said, accusing the artillery unit alone of firing more
than 20 mortar shells at villages around Kyaukhtu.

As of Sunday, locals said troops from those units had not carried out their regular patrols in
the area, but a helicopter was reportedly seen hovering over the town on Saturday night
following the clashes.
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“We were sleeping at home when the attacks happened. We didn’t dare to go back to sleep
after we heard the sound of heavy artillery shells being fired,” a local man told Myanmar
Now.

Kyaukhtu is strategically located on the road to Chin State townships where resistance to
the military has been strong, including Kanpetlet, Matupi and Mindat. Junta forces regularly
pass through the town when sending reinforcements, weapons and ammunition to those
areas.

In March, a major military convoy of 80 vehicles used Kyaukhtu as a rest stop for days
before heading to Matupi in southern Chin State.

Defence forces in the area have been known to occasionally intercept such convoys.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-alliance-launches-coordinated-attacks-
on-military-police-units-in-northwest-myanmar

Almost 2,000 People Displaced by Junta Raids in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 19 April 2022

Nearly 2,000 villagers in western Myanmar’s Chin State have been displaced by fighting
between junta troops and local resistance group Chinland Defense Force-Matupi (CDF-
Matupi) that erupted during the Thingyan Water Festival.

Military regime forces raided villages along the Matupi-Paletwa Road between April 10 and
16 after CDF-Matupi ambushed junta reinforcements traveling the road. The regime
reinforcements reportedly consisted of approximately 300 soldiers in seven trucks who
were traveling to Paletwa from Matupi, according to a leader of CDF-Matupi.

“We intercepted the junta reinforcements heading to Paletwa. After we withdrew, they
raided villages and looted domestic animals as well as rice. In Wa Lan Pi Village, they
torched all the silos in the village,” he told The Irrawaddy.

The two sides exchanged fire three times following ambushes and mine attacks on the junta
reinforcements, said CDF-Matupi. The resistance group said ten regime soldiers were killed
and five others injured during the clashes, which also left a resistance fighter wounded.

Residents from villages along the Matupi-Paletwa Road have fled into the hills for fear of
retaliation and are in need of humanitarian supplies. But local aid groups are struggling to
assist them, as regime forces are blocking the routes into the hills.

One member of a civil society organization based in Matupi Town said: “Villagers from six
villages along the Matupi-Paletwa Road have fled. As [the regime] has cut off
communication services, we can’t contact them. We want to help them, but it is difficult just
to go outside Matupi Town due to safety concerns.”
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The junta convoy has been delayed by the attacks from resistance fighters and has yet to
reach Paletwa, which borders Rakhine State. Regime soldiers reportedly also looted trucks
and motorbikes from Wa Lan Thae Village in Matupi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/almost-2000-people-displaced-by-junta-raids-in-
western-myanmar.html

Regime Kidnaps Youths After Burning Homes In Southern Shan State
By SHAN | April 19, 2022

The regime’s armed forces set fire to two houses and abducted two youths in a village in
Ywa Ngan Township during Thingyan, the Burmese New Year.

The regimes armed forces set fire to two houses
at Lwasin village Ywa Ngan township

A youth, who wishes to remain anonymous, told
SHAN, that the soldiers arrived in Lwa Sin at 1am
in three military trucks and set fire to the houses
along with everything inside. He said that one of the abducted youths is only sixteen years
old. The Burmese military has abducted a total of six youths from the village in southern
Shan State in recent days.

Another anonymous source said the army burned down the house of a teacher in Nwar
Bang Gyi who’d joined the protest movement against the dictatorship. “They came to arrest
the teacher who joined the Civil Disobedience Movement, but she and her husband Aye
Shwe had already left, so they burnt down their house where they haven’t lived for over five
months.

According to locals, the soldiers first made sure there were no travellers near the road
before dousing the house with petroleum and setting it on fire.

The BA attacked the houses and abducted the youths after the People’s Defence Force
ambushed them in the township.

In Nwar Bangyi, they abducted a toddler and eight other people, two people in Lae Kai and
two youths from Lwa Sin village between 9 and 10 April. The soldiers also broke into
people’s houses and stole things.

According to an anonymous source close to the civil resistance group, the PDF attacked the
regime soldiers between Lwa Sin and Taung Pokwe at 4pm on 9 March and retreated
without suffering any casualties.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24853
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Junta pledges ‘year of peace’ after Thingyan, but opposition says fight just starting
The regime also announced a general amnesty but freed no political prisoners.
By Myanmar Service | 2022.04.18

Myanmar's junta chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing presides over an army parade on Armed
Forces Day in Naypyidaw, in a file photo. Reuters

i Junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing marked the
end of Thingyan on Sunday by declaring the
Myanmar New Year a “year of peace,” even as the
military continued an offensive in nine of the
country’s 14 regions and armed resistance groups vowed to fight harder than ever.

“This year is the eve of the diamond anniversary of our Independence Day. Therefore, we
must all strive hard to fully enjoy the fruits of independence and the essence of
democracy,” the coup leader said in an address in the capital Naypyidaw at the close of
the April 13-16 New Year Water Festival.

“That’s why we are doing our best to make this year a ‘year of peace’ and bring stability
to the whole country.”

Min Aung Hlaing did not elaborate on how the military regime, which rights groups say
has killed at least 1,769 civilians since its Feb. 1, 2021, coup, intends to carry out his
vision.

Thingyan — normally a bustling and jubilant holiday — was eerily silent in Myanmar’s
main cities of Yangon and Mandalay, as residents chose to boycott junta-led festivities
and heed warnings by armed opposition forces that the areas could become the target of
attacks.

An RFA investigation found that authorities arrested nearly 100 people in the two cities,
as well as Myawaddy township in Kayin state, in the first 10 days of April as part of a pre-
Thingyan crackdown. Some of those detained had joined anti-coup protests, while others
were accused of being members of Yangon-based anti-junta paramilitary groups,
including the People’s Defense Force (PDF).

Meanwhile, armed clashes between the military and joint anti-junta forces were in full
swing through the New Year in Kayin, Kachin, Kayah, Chin and Rakhine states, as well as
in Sagaing, Magway, Bago and Yangon regions, according to Karenni National Progressive
Party.

Khoo Daniel, first secretary of the ethnic Karenni National Progressive Party, predicted
that the fighting will get even worse in the new year with an expansion of war zones.
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“The military situation is going to get worse as each and every group is preparing in their
own way,” he said. “The [shadow National Unity Government (NUG)] itself has openly
said it will launch military operations everywhere. So, it’s likely to be very tense.”

In 2021, the clashes were relatively minimal, he said, because there was “a lack of unity
among the armed groups to fight the military junta.”

But Khoo Daniel said that the nation’s politicians and public now have a better
understanding of why ethnic groups have taken up arms against the military and are
more likely to throw their support behind them.

oo ,M People's Defense Force fighters in Kayah state's
TE: _iT‘ o8t 2 Loikaw township, in an undated photo. Credit:

Loikaw PDF

‘Sacrificing’ for democracy

One group that has benefitted from such an
alliance is the Karen National People’s Party in
Kayin state, which has Imked up with the Karen National Defense Force (KNDF)
paramilitaries and other PDF units in neighboring Kayah and Southern Shan states to fight
the military.

A member of the KNDF, who spoke to RFA on condition of anonymity, said the group
hopes to open new fronts in the new year.

“As resistance fighters, our focus this New Year is to fight the junta together,” she said.
“We hope to open several fronts across the whole country.”

The Free Tiger Rangers, a group loyal to the NUG’s Ministry of Defense that is attacking
junta targets in Yangon, also said in a recent statement that its New Year resolution is to
“defeat the military.”

Observers told RFA they expect the military to heavily crack down on the armed
resistance this year if it hopes to find a solution to the country’s political crisis and hold a
general election in 2023.

“What is special about this New Year is that we are seeing a lot of intense fighting
between the military forces and the PDFs, as well as the ethnic armed groups. The
clashes have intensified,” said Myanmar-based military analyst Than Soe Naing.

“l think both sides are hoping for a decisive situation and the armed conflict will likely
intensify in the mountains, in the plains, and in the cities — in both rural and urban
areas.”

Even if the military achieves its objectives, it is unlikely the country will be in any sort of
state to hold a general election next year, he added.

Hein Thiha, a former high school teacher who has worked as a farmer since joining the
anti-junta Civil Disobedience Movement, told RFA that the people of Myanmar showed
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how much they want a return to democracy by abstaining from celebrations for Thingyan,
which he called the nation’s “most cherished festival.”

“The world can now see how our people are willing to sacrifice in the hope that
democracy will one day flourish again,” he said.

NUG acting President Duwa Lashi La, meanwhile, vowed in a New Year’s address on
Saturday to reclaim territory under military control and said he would do everything in
his power to free the people from junta rule.

“The NUG has redoubled its efforts to build a peaceful federal democratic union and to
provide people with the services they need with help from international organizations,”
he said. “l can see a ray of light at the end of the tunnel, and we will make the people’s
dream come true.”

The NUG said in a statement over the weekend that it is affiliated with 354 PDF units
fighting the military and that more than 100 of them are working under its control. It said
PDF and armed ethnic groups are now in control of “nearly 50 percent of the country.”

Family members of inmates wait in front of Insein
Prison in Yangon, April 18, 2022. Credit: RFA

Prisoner amnesty

The end of Thingyan also saw the junta release
more than 1,600 inmates from jail in a general
amnesty on Monday, none of whom were political
prisoners or journalists, according to observers and

family members.

The junta pardoned 1,619 people, most of whom were said to be jailed for drug and
immigration offenses, despite calls from rights groups and the international community
to free the nation’s many prisoners of conscience detained for opposing military rule.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing said late last month that the amnesty was aimed at
promoting “peaceful co-operation during the transition period” and the sentences of
those convicted of “acts of terrorism” would not be commuted.

Htay Htay Win, the mother of Yan Paing Tun, who is serving a life sentence for violating
the country’s anti-terrorism law, told RFA she had hoped her son would be among those
released in the amnesty.

“If you asked me if I'd rather have a pound of gold or my son right now, I'd say straight
away that | don't need the money, only my son,” she said.

The family member of another prisoner, who declined to be named because of security
concerns, said she had hoped for the release of her brother, who is serving a life
sentence at Yangon’s Insein Prison, also for violating the Anti-Terrorism Act.
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“It’s so sad that a lot of young, educated people, including my brother, have been
arrested. This is very unfortunate,” she said.

“We heard that no political prisoners were among those released on New Year’s Day ... |
think [the junta is] making the country’s situation worse by releasing them. Security is
already bad and with these people out on the streets, | think it’ll be worse than ever.”

Her brother is still facing charges in Insein Prison under the Anti-Terrorism Act after
already given a life sentence by the junta for an alleged murder.

According to Thailand’s Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, the junta has
arrested 13,282 people between Feb. 1, 2021, and April 15, 2022. Among them were 135
media personnel and 55 journalists, the Bangkok-based group said.

Ei Mon Phyo, wife of Ye Yint Tun, said that she had little hope that her husband would be
freed after the junta failed to release him in two prior amnesties.

The reporter for The Herald Daily based in Irrawaddy region’s Pathein township was
arrested on Feb. iou28 while photographing an anti-junta protest in Pathein and is
serving a two-year jail sentence.

Repeated calls by RFA to junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
seeking comment on the amnesty went unanswered Monday.

Analyst Than Soe Naing slammed the junta for “releasing the bad guys and arresting the
good ones.”

“They continue to imprison politicians and let thieves, robbers, addicts and rapists roam
the streets,” he said.

“They will be able to do what they want only when there are bad elements in society. |
would say this is a policy that promotes a system of terrorists like them.”

The junta released more than 23,000 inmates on New Year's Day 2021, another 2,200 in
June that year, 5,600 in October 2021 and 800 in February, but only a handful of political
prisoners were them.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/peace-04182022181225.html

In Myanmar, Don’t Mention the Coup
By DAVID SCOTT MATHIESON | 19 April 2022

A recent job posting for the international non-profit organization Search for Common
Ground sought a “proactive, dynamic and experienced” person to work in their Yangon
office on “Youth, Peace and Security”. The posting failed to mention the February 1 2021
military coup, but did proclaim that “Search Myanmar is at an exciting stage and has been
trying to reach a new level of growth, scaling up...to support its strategy in-country to
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support Myanmar in its priorities of peace, development and democratic change.” I’'m not
sure “exciting stage” is the apt characterization for contemporary Myanmar. Search is also
looking for a Conflict Analyst, a Project Director, a Gender and Diversity Consultant and
several other positions.

There has been a flurry of new job postings in the international development space in
Myanmar, many of which avoid mentioning the coup. When the issue does arise, it is
referred to as a ‘military takeover’, likely because the Ministry of Information under the
junta’s State Administration Council (SAC) banned the use of the term ‘coup’, as well as the
terms ‘junta’ and ‘regime’. It all contributes to a strained return to normalcy, as the United
Nations (UN), international organizations, and Western embassies all contrive to rationalize
the relentless bad news from around the country.

Filling jobs is prosaic way to keep busy. Nor does aid money spend itself. Although it would
be a demonstration of common decency if job postings didn’t talk about “exciting
opportunities” when so many potential applicants have been killed in street protests, are in
prison, have gone underground to continue civil disobedience, have been exiled, or have
chosen to take up arms against a brutal and illegal military system. That rather limits the
pool of applicants, something which they could have acknowledged in their ‘search’ for
common ground.

In the aftermath of the first anniversary of Myanmar’s putsch, there was the inevitable slew
of morosely serious ‘webinars’, which blend into a distant droning sound of helplessness
until one discerns the rising signals of reengagement amongst many international donors
and diplomats. There are signs big and small, from the woeful visit of outgoing Australian
Ambassador Andrea Faulkner to SAC head Senior General Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw in
early April, obviously on instructions from the Australian government, obtuse statements
from diplomats in Yangon, to continued recruitment of multiple positions that scream
business as usual and the continued operations of programs that a coup would normally
halt.

The UN’s most superfluous agency, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC),
has also advertised for a new Myanmar country director. Yet the UNODC Asia Pacific
Regional Director, the studiously self-promoting Jeremy Douglas with his steely Elliot Ness-
like intensity, has been spouting alarmist nonsense about a post-coup explosion of crystal
methamphetamine production and the perfect conditions for criminal enterprises, given
that the Myanmar Police Force (MPF) is otherwise occupied suppressing dissent. The rise of
meth production in northern Shan State preceded the coup by years, the MPF only arrest
low-level traffickers and users, not major players protected by the military, and the UNODC
hasn’t had much success in drug eradication in Myanmar in several decades.

Also, the UN’s common position doesn’t permit any interaction with the Myanmar military
or police, so what exactly would the successful applicant be doing? The job posting states;
“Keep abreast with the latest developments and trends in Myanmar regarding all areas
under UNODC mandates and advise on possible policy and operational responses;
Represent UNODC’s position and interests in Myanmar and liaise with Government’s
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institutions [in line with the common UN position], civil society, regional and international
aid agencies and financial institutions, and the media.” So really not much of any use. Or is it
the thin edge of a wedge of reengagement? UNODC permitted the attendance of an SAC
official at the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs several weeks after the coup, and it worked
closely with the MPF on drafting the 2014 Anti-Terrorism Law, so its new country head
should be watched closely.

The World Food Programme (WFP), arguably one of the the most important agencies
operating given the scale of food insecurity and conflict-induced displacement, recently
released its ‘2021 Highlights’, not exactly a very conflict-sensitive title. It referred not to a
coup d’etat or widespread atrocities, but to a “Political Crisis...Myanmar military stages a
takeover prompting near paralysis of economy and public services”, while the number of
people receiving assistance increased by one million. An overall tepid description of what
the WFP continues to call a ‘crisis’.

UN Secretary General Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzers efforts have also dissolved into bland
formula, especially after she was pilloried for her remarks (or misstatement) on ‘power
sharing’ in late January. Her April 1 visit to Cambodia resulted in a limp concoction of
generalities as she pledged to: “continue to amplify the voices of the people of Myanmar
and encourage international action based on an accurate assessment of the
situation...continue to engage with all key stakeholders, focusing on helping articulate the
bottom-lines and conditions needed for momentum towards any talks about talks in the
greater interest of peace, stability and democracy.” It’s as if the coup didn’t happen, the SAC
doesn’t exist, or that the military regime isn’t the primary perpetrator of the violence she
hopes to quell. Stringing inoffensive words together sends clear signals for the UN inside
Myanmar and others to get back to work.

The UN Office Coordinating Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) has also distributed a clear set
of Joint Operating Standards (JOS) that are a model of rectitude and humanitarian
impartiality. However, when one sees this contained in the JOS, “this engagement must be
principled and should never be considered political legitimization, recognition of — or
support to — a party of conflict”, the question is how much legitimization the UN as a whole
is bestowing on the SAC as a matter of course? The appointment of the American
humanitarian expert Liam Mahony to be an advisor to the UN Humanitarian Country Team
in Yangon may provide answers to this. Mahony produced a number of excoriating reports
on the UN and international NGO’s failures in Rakhine State, “A Slippery Slope” and in 2018
“Time to Break Old Habits”, about the massive failures of the international community to
prevent the atrocities against Rohingya Muslims.

The promise of peace has been exhumed in other ways than just Search Myanmar. The 11-
donor Joint Peace Fund (JPF), a US$100 million Ponzi scheme of Western donor avarice and
incompetence, has staged a Lazarus-like rebirth with a new strategy: “Following the military
takeover...the JPF conducted a major restructuring of its operations to support national
stakeholders seeking to resolved the decades-old conflict...(a)n interim strategy was
developed as a basis for JPF support to peace process stakeholders during a transition
period from January to December 2022...that strengthens local conflict management
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mechanisms — enabling actors to mitigate the impact of violent conflict on civilians —and
retains the foundations for actors to communicate and negotiate to end conflict and
violence.”

In other words, we utterly failed at supporting peace between 2016 to 2021, so give us
more money and during a multisided civil war sparked by a military coup we can resolve it.
There is an astonishingly misplaced optimism in this interim strategy. The JPF is

recruiting a Senior Conflict Analyst (meaning foreigner), National Conflict Analyst (meaning
someone from Myanmar), Senior Gender Advisor, and two other National Gender Advisors.
The ‘Roles and Responsibilities’ of all these positions are highly unlikely to be achieved in
any meaningful way, and will contribute little beyond having lunch at the Alamanda Inn’s
French restaurant in Yangon’s Golden Valley Green Zone

The central normalizer must be the European Union (EU), maintaining its massive My Justice
program (justice in Myanmar?) implemented by the British Council, the Oxfam-

directed Durable Peace Program, and the unfortunately mistimed Nexus Response
Mechanism (NRM), a USS$50 million fund to to “implement innovative, flexible, and rights-
based activities at the nexus of the humanitarian, development, and peace sectors...(the)
objective is to contribute to long-term peace and national reconciliation, security, stability
and sustainable development by reducing the vulnerability, building the resilience, and
protecting the rights of conflict and disaster affected communities across Myanmar”, which
sounds like a planning document from 2016, not the Myanmar of 2022. To be continuing a
project with the Orwellian title of ‘Durable Peace’ in the current carnage is surreal, if not
sick. This from a donor who instituted the much derided MyPol police reform scheme,

and injected 175 million euros directly into the National League for Democracy’s (NLD)
education budget [out of a total grant of 221 million euros], and was a major donor to the
JPF.

Compounding the EU’s post-coup cognitive dissonance, EU Ambassador Ranieri Sabatucci’s
slew of snarky tweets are enraging many inside Myanmar and he seems determined to pick
fights with anyone but the SAC. One of his most recent tweets stated that “4#Myanmar social
media is full of trollers, located abroad (sic). They judge/speculate without knowledge of the
facts. Their insults and aggression discourage healthy pluralistic debates. The result, could
be shrinking of democratic space on social media. They should not succeed.” If only
Ambassador Sabatucci put as much effort into ensuring the SAC won’t succeed.

The EU exemplifies the two-step strategy of normalization. Back home in Brussels, impose
sanctions, make strong speeches and resolutions from the EU Parliament, but in the halls of
the European External Action Service (EEAS) seek ways to recover the relationship. Throwing
money doesn’t work, but it makes the EU feel useful, and important.

Much of this post-coup normalization is being orchestrated by the all-enveloping efforts of
the United Nations Office of Project Services (UNOPS), a benign-sounding behemoth of a
project-implementing bureaucracy that has been criticized for its slow pace of adaptation to
the post-coup reality, and being predisposed to accommodating authority regardless of its
credentials. If the James Bond franchise ever had an UN agency as an evil nemesis, it would
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be UNOPS, where donors send so much bulk funding to be dispersed with the tenderness of
a wood chipper.

Arrayed on the other ‘side’ of this normalizing pathology is a mirror image complex of
advisors and consultants to the parallel National Unity Government, and various anti-SAC
forces. They operate in twilight and obscurity far more than the worker drones of the UN,
equally unaccountable and their utility rarely questioned. Who are they and what are they
up to? What role did they play in supporting the military or the NLD over the past several
years?

They will likely have their complicity in the deficiencies of the NLD expunged as unfortunate
association. Yet in light of the recent US government designation of the Rohingya genocide,
it would behoove Western donors to ensure they are not paying engorged salaries to
anyone in Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s former inner circle who cooperated in the attempted
cover-up of major atrocities. In fact, any of the opportunists who were orbiting Naypyitaw
under the NLD government should automatically be highly suspect. If for no other reason
than their obscene salaries.

As feeding frenzies go, it’s perhaps not as fulsome as the early years of the ‘transition’ or the
boom years of the post-2015 election when massive development funds were creating
major opportunities for the moneyed classes of the international development set. Think of
today’s repurposing of so much money that cannot legally be implemented inside Myanmar
as a ‘decent interval’ before the West eventually downscales from the country to a pre-
Cyclone Nargis mentality and funding mechanisms. This would return the country to a site of
sanctions and condemnation, and funneling the bulk of aid to warehoused Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh, cross-border assistance to the unremitting attrition warfare of
eastern Myanmar, occasional food deliveries to the rural resistance zones of Sagaing and
Magwe regions, and undulating optimism at the prospect of ‘durable solutions’ to resolve
ten years of protracted displacement of 100,000 people in Kachin and northern Shan states,
and the potential funding windfall it may bring to international agencies to assist.

But then anything connected to governance, peace, human rights, or the scams of social
cohesion, have a markedly limited role in the current conflict. It is open to question how
much genuine utility they had even before 2020, when the peace process was clearly dead
and projects of governance were circumscribed by an autarkic and incompetent ruling

party.

So why do so many of these actors remain engaged? Pay checks and lifestyles, is a simple
explanation. By at least mid-2021 there was already an exodus of foreign technical experts
to other countries, much the same as the stampede of people from Afghanistan and
Cambodia into Yangon in 2014.

It is now clear that Ukraine has almost permanently distracted media and diplomatic
attention away from not just Myanmar, but Yemen, Ethiopia and the Congo. Many Western
donors have already calculated their post-pandemic and post-‘takeover’ priorities to resume
trade with Southeast Asia, which compels the charade of Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) centrality in resolving the Myanmar crisis. As the one-year anniversary of
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agreeing the Five Point Consensus approaches later this month, any optimism that there will
be progress any time soon is clearly strained or delusional, yet it hasn’t prohibited a
movement towards ‘living with the SAC'.

It is as if an orchestra of connivance is tuning its instruments, readying itself to build to a
crescendo of credible normalization that doesn’t look like the betrayal of Myanmar it really
is. But every job advertisement, qualified statement, self-lobotomized tweet, call for ASEAN
to take the lead, or addition to the bonfire of pointless knowledge, is actively assisting the
SAC in solidifying its rule. On behalf of the people of Myanmar, who are not drowning, but
waving, its craven cynicism should be challenged at every turn.

David Scott Mathieson is an independent analyst working on conflict, peace, human rights
and humanitarian issues on Myanmar

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/in-myanmar-dont-mention-the-
coup.html
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