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Fate of Myanmar Junta Abducted Four-Year-old Boy Unknown
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 April 2022

The whereabouts remain unknown of a four-year-old boy, who was abducted on Tuesday by
Myanmar’s regime forces in place of his father in Ahlone Township, Yangon.

Around 20 junta personnel in civilian clothes raided his preschool and forced the staff to
hand him over after failing to find his father, who is accused of supporting the people’s
defense forces. The boy’s mother was seized before him.

The National Unity Government (NUG) said in a statement: “Both the lives of mother and
child are in danger.” She has reportedly been in a military interrogation center and her son’s
location is unknown.

Yangon residents raised concerns on social media over the safety of the child hostage.

“We are deeply concerned that the young boy and his mother will be subjected to the
junta’s inhumane torture which may endanger their lives,” the Yangon’s People Strike said
in a statement.

The NUG’s human rights minister U Aung Myo Min told The Irrawaddy that the Child Law
states an under-10 cannot commit an offense.

“He did nothing and he is just a child. Arresting the boy after failing to find his parent is
totally unacceptable,” the minister added.

On February 21 regime forces seized about 20 young children in Chauk Township, Magwe
Region, and a four-year-old was killed in Pauk Township on March 6 in the same region.

The NUG condemned the junta’s killing of children and the abduction of children as proxies
to punish or torment their families.

“We will do everything within our power to investigate every case, reunite families that
have been torn apart and hold all those responsible to account,” it added. It urged the
international community to act against the “terrorist military regime” to ensure the safety
of children.

The NUG’s Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs reported that there had been
132 under-18s killed and 216 detained by the junta since the February 2021 coup. Of those
216, two have been given the death penalty, including one child younger than 15.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fate-of-myanmar-junta-abducted-four-year-old-
boy-unknown.html
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Myanmar’s Shadow Govt Offers Huge Cash Rewards to Encourage More Army Defections
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 April 2022

In an unprecedented move to encourage more defections as well as to protect civilians from
junta forces’ airstrikes and shelling, Myanmar’s shadow government is now offering huge
monetary incentives of up to half a million US dollars to regime soldiers, who have been
warring against their compatriots since last year.

The National Unity Government (NUG) announced on Thursday that it will pay US$500,000
to airmen or sailors who defect from their unit with a military airplane or navy vessel.

A $300,000 per vehicle reward will go to anyone who causes serious damage to a parked jet
fighter, military helicopter, logistics plane or warship—or to anyone who is able to destroy
one while it is being used in a military mission.

Among the other incentives is a $100,000 reward for anyone who can sabotage a jet fuel
reserve tank, blow up a regime armory or weapons factory, or defect with a tank or
armored personnel carrier.

The Myanmar military has responded to popular resistance against its rule with airstrikes
and artillery and tank attacks in many part of the country since last year. Since its coup
against the ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) government in February 2021, the
regime has faced growing armed resistance in many part of the country.

To challenge the junta’s legitimacy at home and abroad, the NUG was set up by elected
lawmakers from the NLD and their ethnic allies in April of the same year. Many in Myanmar
take the NUG as their legitimate government and many Western countries have shown
support for it, though they have stopped short of offering official recognition.

The NUG’s monetary offer comes at a time when the regime is struggling with a growing
number of defectors, as soldiers are facing popular hatred for their brutal suppression of the
anti-regime movement. Nearly 3,000 soldiers have defected from the army so far, including
some battalion commanders—the highest position among those to defect so far. Making
matter worse for the military, Australia has accepted army defectors.

Former army captain Lin Htet Aung, who has been on strike against the regime since last
year, said the NUG’s offer would deal a strategic blow to the regime. The former captain
who is now helping regime soldiers to defect via his People’s Embrace Facebook page,
explained that the new incentives had the potential to be very impactful because they
appealed directly to the military personnel operating the tanks, armored personnel carriers,
artillery and aircraft whose bombing and shelling pose such a serious threat to resistance
fighters on the ground.

“The [resistance fighters] have no problem fighting against the regime’s infantry troops. But
they can’t compete with the regime’s airstrikes and tanks. If the pilots and soldiers with
tanks and armored carriers grab the incentive, it will have a very positive impact on the
revolution,” he said.
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NUG Acting President Duwa Lashi La said in the statement that any team or individual who
can submit evidence of sabotage or defection as stated above would be entitled to
monetary rewards.

“Any action carried out and earning a reward as dictated by this order shall not be
punishable under the Public Property Act,” the notification reads.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-shadow-govt-offers-huge-cash-
rewards-to-encourage-more-army-defections.html

National Unity Government offers hefty cash rewards for theft or sabotage of military
tanks, ships and aircraft

Both junta soldiers and resistance fighters who damage or steal the vehicles are eligible for
payouts of up to $500,000

Min Min | Published on Apr 8, 2022

Junta soldiers who desert from the military and manage to destroy or steal vehicles on their
way out will be offered hefty cash rewards by Myanmar’s National Unity Government
(NUG), the underground administration has announced.

The biggest payout, of either 1 billion kyat or $500,000, is offered to anyone who steals a
plane, helicopter, or battleship from the junta’s forces and hands it over to the resistance,
the NUG said in a statement on Thursday.

Those who severely damage or destroy ships and aircraft can claim $300,000 while there is a
$100,000 reward for those who destroy stores of tank or aircraft fuel.

The $100,000 reward is also available for those who destroy a weapons factory, an armoury,
or a tank. Resistance fighters who steal or destroy vehicles are eligible for the rewards too,
said the NUG’s statement, which is signed by acting president Duwa Lashi La.

“We have plans in place so we can give the reward money on the same day the request is
submitted,” Tin Tun Naing, the NUG’s finance minister, told Myanmar Now. “They only need
to be brave enough to trust us. We are ready to keep our end of the deal.”

“It doesn’t matter if you’re the pilot of the craft or if you're the engineering and
maintenance team. You're all eligible for this reward,” he added.

The rewards are designed to encourage more junta personnel to defect and to hinder the
military in its efforts to use taxpayer funded weapons to murder people, he added.

Any individual or organisation that can provide sufficient evidence of meeting the criteria
will be eligible for a payout, and will not face legal action under the 1947 Public Property
Protection Act, the NUG’s statement said.

Thousands of Myanmar military ground troops have been killed in clashes with resistance
fighters since last year’s coup, prompting the junta to rely more heavily on air power.
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The Myanmar Air Force has 275 active aircraft in its fleet, according to figures from Flight
Global’s 2022 World Air Forces directory.

Nyi Thuta, a military captain who defected last year, welcomed the NUG’s plan and said
there was a good chance soldiers would take up the offer. “It doesn’t matter if they only do
it for the money,” he told Myanmar Now.

Sergeant Zaya, who was in the army for eight years before he defected following the coup,
said the rewards would sound very appealing to junta personnel.

“They’re giving hundreds of thousands of dollars as rewards and there are very easy ways to
destroy those vehicles,” he said. “All you have to do is put sand inside the engine and that
aircraft will drop mid air. There are so many other ways too.”

Captain Lin Htet Aung, a prominent military defector who is helping others to desert their
posts, said the NUG’s announcement would deeply trouble the junta.

“We can certainly hope for soldiers to surrender along with important vehicles, but we
shouldn’t jinx it,” he said. “However, this news will shake the military to its core. | think this
is another chance for junta soldiers to join the revolution.”

Kaung Htet Aung, a defector who as a private worked for the military’s arms manufacturing
wing in Pyay, said that for the NUG’s plan to work it was vital for enough support to be in
place for soldiers who are interested.

“This announcement will interest soldiers a lot, but nobody will dare to actually do it
without any help,” he said.

Tin Tun Naing said that soldiers interested in the NUG’s offer can contact several
organisations, including but not limited to defector support groups such as People’s Goal
and People’s Embrace.

The latest figures from People’s Embrace show that over 2,000 soldiers, including three
lieutenant colonels, have defected from the military since the coup.

And defectors say many more are interested in leaving the military. Khant Ko, an army
captain who deserted his post last year, said hundreds of soldiers had contacted him since
the publication of a newspaper report in March that said two Myanmar army officers had
been granted asylum in Australia.

In September last year the NUG announced a $700 million budget, money that it raised from
crowdfunding, donations from wealthy members of the Myanmar diaspora, and covert
lotteries.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/national-unity-government-offers-hefty-cash-
rewards-for-theft-or-sabotage-of-military-tanks
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Myanmar’s Civilian Government Claims 1,128 Attacks in Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 April 2022

The Yangon Region Military Command, an armed wing of the shadow National Unity
Government, says it has successfully completed its first anti-regime operation with 1,128
attacks on junta targets in the region over the past seven months.

Launched after the NUG declared war against the military junta last September, Operation
Pyan Hlwar Aung or “Victorious Swallow” has been carrying out guerilla attacks in Yangon.

The regional command said in a statement on Thursday evening that during the seven
months of the operation, it attacked 443 administrative and 587 military targets and 98
military-owned businesses, killing 253 enemies and injuring nearly 300.

The attacks included deadly assaults on Yangon checkpoints, patrols and junta residences.

It claimed responsibility for the attack on Daw Than Than Swe, deputy governor of the
junta-controlled Central Bank of Myanmar, on Thursday morning, saying it was the last Pyan
Hlwar Aung attack.

The highest-ranking regime official to be attacked, Daw Than Than Swe was shot five times
on her doorstep and it is unclear if she survived.

A second military operation has already been launched “to continue the ongoing revolution
to uproot the military dictatorship”, the statement read.

In response to the Pyan Hlwar Aung attacks, junta outposts have been reinforced with
sandbags and concrete barriers.

In late January, the junta handed down death penalties to jailed veteran democracy activist Ko
Jimmy, also known as Kyaw Min Yu, and former National League for Democracy lawmaker Ko Phyo
Zeyar Thaw, who were accused of masterminding attacks in Yangon.

A junta video showed Ko Phyo Zeyar Thaw admitting he helped with logistics and the distribution of
weapons and ammunition for Operation Pyan Hlwar Aung. The junta also alleged Ko Jimmy headed
an urban guerrilla force.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-claims-1128-
attacks-in-yangon.html

NUG’s military wing claims responsibility for attack on junta-appointed Myanmar Central
Bank executive

The bank’s deputy governor was shot at her home in Yangon

Myanmar Now | Published on Apr 8, 2022

The Yangon Region Military Command of the shadow National Unity Government (NUG)
confirmed that they were behind the shooting of the deputy governor of the Central Bank of
Myanmar on Thursday morning.
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Than Than Swe (Military council)

Than Than Swe, 55, was shot in her home at Shwegon
Yeik Mon Residence in Yangon’s Bahan Township,
according to a statement by the command. The NUG
did not provide further comment on the incident.

Junta information officer Gen Zaw Min Tun told
international media on Thursday afternoon that the
deputy governor was not seriously wounded and was undergoing treatment at a military
hospital.

At the time of reporting, Myanmar Now was not able to independently verify the extent of
Than Than Swe’s injuries, or whether she had survived the attack.

Although local administrators under the military council have been repeatedly targeted for
assassination by groups in the resistance movement, Than Than Swe is the highest-level
individual to be attacked in this manner since the coup.

Having previously served as a director general within the Central Bank, Than Than Swe took
on the position of deputy governor days after the coup on February 1, 2021, as opposition
to the military’s attempted seizure of power took hold nationwide.

The bank has since come under fire for collaborating with the junta, which has issued
directives making it increasingly difficult for Myanmar civilians to access their own money.

On Sunday, the Central Bank published an order demanding that members of the public
exchange foreign currencies to kyat within one day of receiving such funds. The Japanese
and Singaporean embassies in Yangon responded with statements asking the military
council to reconsider the move.

The junta’s commerce ministry was also recently criticised by business owners after
announcing new regulations requiring company directors to personally submit requests to
exchange kyat to foreign currencies.

Analysts speculate that the junta is using the orders to hold onto hard currency amid a
devaluing kyat and the funding needs associated with the ongoing fight against resistance
forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nugs-military-wing-claims-responsibility-for-
attack-on-junta-appointed-myanmar-central-bank

Myanmar Junta Burns More Than 700 Civilian Houses in One Month
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 April 2022

About 750 houses in 13 villages have been burned in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, by
Myanmar’s junta forces since March 5.
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The township has been a resistance stronghold for almost a year.

A Khin-U Guerrilla Force spokesman said regime forces have been attacking villages with
artillery and burning homes.

Data for Myanmar, an independent monitoring group, said 4,954 homes had been burned
since last year across Sagaing Region. In Khin-U it said 408 homes were burned last month.
Early April saw an increasing number of arson attacks.

There are over 60 villages in the township, a few of which are pro-junta. Many troops have
died in resistance landmine ambushes. In October, about 60 junta soldiers and allied Pyu
Saw Htee militia members were reportedly killed in a resistance ambush.

“Regime forces threaten villagers not to support the resistance by burning their houses.
They said they suffer because their village backs the resistance. But villagers support us no
matter what,” said the Guerrilla Force representative.

He said villages were being burned down, regardless of their proximity to resistance attacks.

Regime troops in civilian clothes in the township started the arson attacks in Dan Kone
village by burning 43 houses on March 5.

Heavy fighting was reported on March 8 in which about 11 resistance fighters died and
regime causalities were unknown, according to the Khin-U Guerilla Force.

Ngar Tin Gyi village was the latest to be burned, losing 250 to 300 houses on April 4.

About 7,000 Khin-U residents have been made homeless since March and over 30,000
people have been displaced. They lack food, shelter and medicines, according to the
resistance group.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-burns-13-villages-in-one-
sagaing-region-township.html

Junta forces kill 7 in Saigang village, torch hundreds of homes

Sources say raid was retribution for an attack by anti-junta paramilitaries.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.04.08

A photo shows the charred remains of
Wetlet township’s Ywar Nan village,
April 7, 2022. Citizen journalist

A joint force of junta troops and pro-
military Pyu Saw Htee militiamen
carried out a raid on a village in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region Thursday,
killing seven civilians and setting nearly half of the tract’s homes on fire, according to
sources from the area.
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A resident of Wetlet township’s Ywar Nan village told RFA’s Myanmar Service that six of
the victims were young adults, while the seventh was a 70-year-old woman.

“The death toll is seven and 325 houses were burnt down,” said the resident, speaking on
condition of anonymity for fear of reprisal.

“IThe perpetrators] are stationed in [nearby] Sadaung village. There were so many of
them. They suffered many casualties during a clash [with anti-junta fighters] at Nyaung
Ngote-toe village, so they attacked our village in revenge and set the houses on fire.”

The resident said that only the identity of the 70-year-old victim could be confirmed
because the other victims were badly burned or mutilated, although RFA was unable to
independently confirm the information.

A village of about 700 houses, Ywar Nan is home to more than 3,000 people. Nearly all
the inhabitants fled to the nearby jungle during the attack, sources said.

Another resident told RFA that the fires were started at around 6 a.m. at a house near a
lake on the southern side of Ywar Nan.

“Even the monastery was burned,” he said. “The northern part is sparsely populated, and
the houses are scattered here and there. People live mostly on the south side. Everything
on the inhabited side is gone.”

Residents said that the fire killed all the village’s chickens, pigs, goats and cattle, although
the exact number was unclear.

Photos provided to RFA of the aftermath of the attack appeared to show charred
buildings, an elderly woman whose body had been badly burned, a young man whose
throat was cut, and slaughtered livestock.

A member of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitary group in Wetlet
township confirmed to RFA that a day prior to the raid on Ywar Nan village his group had
carried out an attack on junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee fighters stationed in nearby
Nyaung Ngote Toe village.

“Many of them were wounded in the battle at Nyaung Ngote Toe, and so they went to
Ywar Nan, chased the villagers out and set the village on fire,” he said.

Wetlet township’s Ywar Nan village, April
7, 2022. Credit: Citizen journalist

“They must have been furious because
they suffered many casualties. They must
have thought that residents of Ywar Nan
did it, so they set it on fire. They shelled
the village at about 1 a.m., before raiding
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The PDF fighter said that the joint junta force also set fire to 15 houses in Nyaung Ngote
Toe.

No acknowledgement of crimes

Myanmar’s military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup. Security forces have killed at
least 1,700 civilians since then, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, according to
Thailand-based rights group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Meanwhile, the military has launched a series of scorched earth offensives against ethnic
armed groups and PDF groups in the country’s remote border regions, where reports
regularly emerge of acts of arson, looting, torture, rape and murder by junta troops.

The junta initially responded to reports of civilian deaths during raids by saying that
villages were targeted because they had offered haven to fighters with the PDF, which it
has labeled a terrorist organization. As evidence of largescale killing and destruction
mounts, however, it has shifted blame to the PDF itself.

Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told RFA on Thursday that the
military was not involved in the arson attack on Ywar Nan village.

“There was no arson attack by the [military]. There is no reason to burn [the village]
down. The culprits are the PDFs. They entered villages where local militias were formed
by the people, attacked them, and set the area on fire when they left,” he said.

“But whether the fires were started by the military or the PDFs, the government is
responsible for rebuilding the villages. It is the government that avoids fighting. We must
help those who are in trouble.”

Zaw Min Tun did not provide evidence of the PDF’s responsibility for the attack or details
about how the military plans to rebuild Ywar Nan and other villages that have been
torched during raids.

Kay Jay, a political activist in Wetlet township, told RFA that the military has never
acknowledged any of the crimes committed by its troops.

“They have never admitted that any village was set on fire. The junta has never admitted
that people were intentionally shot or set on fire,” he said. “The people have no faith in
any of the junta’s statements.”

According to Data for Myanmar, an independent research group, nearly 8,000 homes
have been destroyed by the military and its supporters since the coup, some 5,000 of
which were in Sagaing region.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/village-04082022203013.html
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Resistance forces seize materials to build weapons, military responds with airstrikes

Guerrilla fighters confiscate arms parts in an ambush on a junta convoy in Magway, but a
defecting soldier speculates that the materials might not have passed quality control

Min Min / Nyein Swe | Published on Apr 8, 2022

Myanmar military weapons parts that were
confiscated by resistance forces on April 6 (Supplied)

The Myanmar army launched a series of airstrikes on
Magway Region’s Pauk Township on Thursday one
day after an alliance of local anti-junta defence forces
reportedly ambushed a military convoy in the area
and confiscated the weapons parts they were
carrying.

The three army trucks ambushed near Shar Pin village on the Pathein-Monywa highway in
Pauk at 5pm on Wednesday were believed to have been coming from the Defence
Equipment Factory No. 12 in Thayet Township, to the south.

They were carrying materials used to construct 60mm and 81mm mortar shells, which the
resistance fighters seized, according to a leader of one of the groups involved. The attack
marked the first major haul of arms parts by guerrilla forces since the February 2021 coup.

Sun Ye, the Burmese name for “Falcon” and the commander of Battalion 1 of the Pauk
People’s Defence Force (PDF), told Myanmar Now that his members and their allies
captured six troops, including a captain, and three drivers. One soldier—a private—was
reportedly killed in the ambush.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify if the defence forces suffered any
casualties in the incident, nor the condition or whereabouts of the junta soldiers who were
captured.

The following morning, more than 100 Myanmar army troops started raiding villages
between Pauk and Pakkoku townships near the Yaw stream, according to both Sun Ye and
other locals.

Among the raiding forces were members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militias, as
well as police officers, they said.

The column reportedly set fire to the 200-household village of Yae Kyaw in Pauk, a local man
told Myanmar Now, who noted that the militia members have become notorious for
burning homes in the area.

“They came in five trucks early in the morning and then started marching on foot and
torching the houses. There is always arson when there are Pyu Saw Htee members
involved,” he said.
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A man from Pakkoku said two military helicopters also arrived between 12pm and 3pm and
opened fire on communities along the stream, displacing residents of three villages in
Pauk—Kyunbin, Kyunyin and Nat Sin Kone—and two in Pakkoku: Mi Gyaung Twin and
Gawun Lay Taing.

“All the residents of the villages in the area had to flee as the helicopters hovered around
and fired shots from the air,” he told Myanmar Now.

Two villagers from Nat Sin Kone were reportedly killed in the airstrikes and several more
injured, according to local accounts.

Myanmar Now is unable to confirm the casualties and the extent of the damage to villages
in the area.

Sun Ye of the Pauk PDF said that all day on Thursday junta soldiers stationed on the western
banks of the Yaw stream in Pinhtaung village fired heavy artillery into locations where they
assumed the defence force would be hiding along the eastern banks of the waterway.

“We also fired some heavy artillery shells back at them. However, just as they have been
failing to actually hit us, we don’t know if we managed to hit them either,” he added.

While the attacks ended by around 3pm, tension in the area was still high at the time of
reporting.

Sun Ye did not disclose how or where the missile parts confiscated by the PDF on
Wednesday were being stored.

Kaung Htet Aung, a private in the Myanmar military who defected to the resistance from a
defence equipment factory in Pyay, Bago Region, speculated that the parts seized by the
guerrilla forces were likely materials that had been deemed unusable by the army.

“Those are raw materials to make heavy artillery shells. | think they were parts that didn’t
pass quality control. Those are usually melted down at Defence Equipment Factory No. 24,”
he said, referring to the weapons factory located in Pauk.

The junta did not respond to Myanmar Now’s request for comment on the issue.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-seize-materials-to-build-
weapons-military-responds-with-airstrikes

Regime Transfers Political Detainees Following Upper Myanmar Prison Crackdown
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 April 2022

Around 100 political prisoners jailed in Sagaing Region’s Monywa Prison were transferred on
Thursday to other prisons.

A local resident said he saw prison authorities put up barricades across the roads to
Monywa Prison on Thursday, as the political detainees were reportedly transferred to Obo
Prison and Myingyan Prison, both in Mandalay Region.
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The transfer followed a fatal crackdown on an anti-regime protest in Monywa Prison on
April 3, during which at least one inmate was killed and five others injured.

On April 3, political prisoners and other detainees in Monywa Prison staged a loud protest
against human rights violations and torture. Monywa’s jail holds nearly 1,000 inmates, most
of whom are political detainees. Prominent protest leader Wai Moe Naing and ousted
Sagaing Region Chief Minister Dr. Myint Naing are both being held at Monywa.

“The regime has transferred the political prisoners to separate protest leaders after the
recent protest inside Monywa Prison,” said a lawyer who is helping political activists.

Ko Thant Zin Aung from Monywa Township, who was jailed for incitement under Section
505(a) of the Penal Code, was shot dead by junta troops during the crackdown on the prison
protest, according to the Monywa Strike Committee.

Since the protest, the military regime has cancelled trials inside the prison, according to
lawyers.

Among those transferred from Monywa Prison were Daw Khin Hmwe Lwin, a National
League for Democracy lawmaker from Sagaing’s Mingin Township, and political activist Ko
Shinn Thant.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/regime-transfers-political-detainees-following-
upper-myanmar-prison-crackdown.html

US Arrests Yakuza Chief Who Sought Missiles for Three Myanmar Ethnic Armies
By AFP | 8 April 2022

US authorities said Thursday that they had arrested a Japanese yakuza organized crime
leader and three Thai men who trafficked heroin and methamphetamine and tried to
acquire surface-to-air missiles for rebel groups in Myanmar and Sri Lanka.

Takeshi Ebisawa, Sompak Rukrasaranee, Somphob Singhasiri and Suksan Jullanan were
arrested in New York on Monday and Tuesday on drug and arms trafficking and money
laundering charges, the Justice Department said.

Under investigation by US Drug Enforcement Administration agents in Thailand since at least
2019, the men had arranged to sell an undercover agent large quantities of heroin and
methamphetamine from Myanmar’s rebel United Wa State Army (UWSA).

Meanwhile, Ebisawa sought to buy automatic weapons, rockets, machine guns and surface-
to-air missiles for Sri Lanka’s Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)—known as the Tamil
Tigers—as well as the UWSA, the Karen National Union and the Shan State Army, ethnic
minority forces in longstanding fights with Myanmar government forces.

On Feb. 3, 2021, Ebisawa and an associate traveled to Copenhagen where the undercover
DEA agent and two undercover Danish police officers showed them an array of US military
arms ostensibly for sale, including machine guns and anti-tank rockets.
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They also showed Ebisawa photos and a video of Stinger missiles used to target aircraft.

“We allege Mr. Ebisawa and his co-conspirators brokered deals with an undercover DEA
agent to buy heavy-duty weaponry and sell large quantities of illegal drugs,” the Justice
Department said.

“The drugs were destined for New York streets, and the weapons shipments were meant for
factions in unstable nations.”

Ebisawa, the department said, was “a leader of the yakuza transnational organized crime
syndicate,” using an umbrella term for a number of Japanese crime families.

Jullanan has dual Thai-American citizenship while Singhasiri and Rukrasaranee are Thai
citizens.

During the investigation, Ebisawa told the undercover DEA agent that Jullanan was a Thai air
force general and that Rukrasaranee was a retired Thai military officer, according to the
indictment.

The Justice Department did not explain how the four men came to be in the United States
when they were arrested in New York.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-arrests-yakuza-chief-who-sought-missiles-for-
three-myanmar-ethnic-armies.html

Tatmadaw announced to hand over the country's responsibilities to a democratically
elected government after fulfilling the duties of state of emergency: SAC’s Vice-Chair

PUBLISHED 8 APRIL 2022 | EMG

The Tatmadaw has clearly announced that
upon accomplishing the provisions of the state
of emergency, free and fair multiparty
democratic elections will be held in line with
the 2008 Constitution, and further work will
be undertaken to hand over State duties to
the winning party in accordance with
democratic standards, said Vice-Senior General Soe Win, Vice Chairman of State
Administration Council (SAC), Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services,
Commander-in-Chief (Army) at the graduation ceremony of the 125th Intake of Defence
Services (Army) Officers Training School (Bahtoo) held on April 6.

The Tatmadaw earnestly helped hold the general elections successfully in 2010 and 2015
and ensure they were free and fair for the emergence of a good and clean government
selected by the people whose ultimate aims is to take a multi-party democracy path. But as
you already know, there was reaction to the vote rigging in the general election held on
November 8, 2020. And even they attempted to grab power unfairly. To prevent any
deviation from the disciplined multi-party democracy, the Tatmadaw took control of the

Page 15 of 69


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-arrests-yakuza-chief-who-sought-missiles-for-three-myanmar-ethnic-armies.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-arrests-yakuza-chief-who-sought-missiles-for-three-myanmar-ethnic-armies.html

country in accord with the emergency provision of the 2008 constitution, said the Vice-
Senior General.

Then, the State Administration Council was formed with military members and civilians, and
the five-point roadmap and nine political, economic and social objectives were adopted. The
Tatmadaw has clearly announced that upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of
emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008
Constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning
party in accordance with democratic standards, said the Vice-Senior General.

After takeover of the country on 1 February 2021, peaceful protests emerged after 3
February. But they turned to riots, violence, explosions and brutal killings at various outside
instigations. The Tatmadaw exercised utmost restraint and handled the situation with least
action. Then, martial law was inevitably imposed in six townships of Yangon Region, he said.

At present, we are witnessing some foreign countries and local terrorist organizations are
making various means to incite and cause dissension between the state and the

military. Every member of the Armed Forces is serving the country with their own desire and
a noble spirit who wants to protect the State and the people, so he or she must carry out his
/ her duties with high confidence. No matter how many opposition groups attack us, we
must faithfully and courageously face the spirit of patriotism, comradeship and the spirit of
upholding the traditions of the Tatmadaw, said the Vice-Senior General.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tatmadaw-announced-to-hand-over-the-countrys-
responsibilities-to-a-democratically-elected

India’s Frontier Districts Bordering Myanmar to Remain Under Draconian Security Law
By RAJEEV BHATTACHARYYA | 8 April 2022

Restive districts in India that border Myanmar will remain under a controversial law that
gives extraordinary powers to India’s security forces, despite the fact that the law has been
revoked in other frontier areas.

The Indian government is apprehensive of a renewed campaign by separatist rebel groups
who have bases and training facilities in Myanmar’s Sagaing Region, which borders restive
districts in India’s Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur states.

The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 1958 (AFSPA) gives an edge to the security forces
combating the militants. Some of the act’s powers include opening fire upon anyone who is
acting against law and order, arresting people without a warrant, searching any vehicle and
prohibiting gatherings of five or more people.

AFSPA, which dates back to the time of British colonial rule, can be imposed in “disturbed
areas” for a period of six months, after which a decision on its extension is reviewed by the
government. Protests against AFSPA have broken out at regular intervals in frontier regions,
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with locals calling for the repeal of the act, following allegations of the security forces
committing atrocities and faking confrontations with alleged rebels.

A senior government official said that India’s security agencies have received a number of
reports in the last eight months about separatist Indian rebels based in Myanmar
regrouping and recruiting.

“Among all the groups, the independent faction of the United Liberation Front of Asom
(ULFA) has recruited the maximum number of cadres who are now being trained at camps in
the Naga-inhabited zone of Myanmar’s Sagaing Region,” said the official.

ULFA, which has been active in India’s Assam State since the early 1980s, declared a
unilateral ceasefire with New Delhi in May last year, citing the COVID-19 pandemic as the
reason for the group’s decision.

There have also been reports of efforts by separatist groups to establish a new general
headquarters in Sagaing Region. Separatist outfits from India’s Manipur State, such as the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and the People’s Republican Party of Kangleipak, who
relocated in 2019 to other bases, have also reportedly returned to Naga territory in
Myanmar.

All these developments indicate that the separatist campaign could recommence, so
adversely affecting India’s frontier districts. Indian security forces are already exercising
extra caution after a colonel and four soldiers of the Assam Rifles were killed last November
in a PLA ambush in Manipur’s Churachandpur District.

India’s government is also concerned at the ‘understanding’ reportedly arrived at between
these groups and the Myanmar military. Some government officials believe that the
separatist bases in Sagaing Region are unlikely to be “disturbed” as the rebel groups have
agreed to engage in attacks against anti-regime People’s Defence Forces (PDF) in the region.

Last February, in an interview with The Irrawaddy, Chin National Front (CNF)

spokesperson Salai Htet Ni stated that the junta has mobilised Indian militant outfits to
crush the resistance movement in western Myanmar’s Chin State, which also borders India.
He also referred to a clash between the CNF and the Zomi Revolutionary Army, which has
camps in Manipur State and which has a ceasefire agreement with India’s government.

Local PDFs have been very active against the military regime in Chin State and Sagaing
Region. The junta has retaliated with brutal crackdowns, including attacks by helicopter

gunships in Sagaing.

The regime’s decision to ally with Indian militant groups can be understood in the context of
the escalating resistance movement across Myanmar. According to some observers,

the effective strength of the Myanmar military’s combat soldiers is around 100,000-
120,000, which has necessitated marshalling extra resources to combat the anti-regime
forces.

The junta’s ‘understanding’ with the Indian separatist outfits is almost a reversal of the
policy that was unleashed early in 2019, when Operation Sunrise | & Il were executed to
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dismantle the camps of rebel groups in the Naga region of Sagaing. The operation, carried
out in two phases, targeted bases at Taga in the Hukawng Valley near the Chindwin River,
and the second battalion and general headquarters of the Khaplang faction of the National
Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-K).

That raid was the outcome of an agreement between the Myanmar military and the Indian
government. The operation caught the groups by surprise since a ceasefire agreement had
been inked in 2012 between the Myanmar military and the NSCN(K), after years of an
unwritten pact which had brought hostilities between the two sides to an end.

The cessation of hostilities was preceded by occasional raids by the Myanmar military on
the camps and columns of the rebels, which date back to the late 1960s when the Naga
National Council established a footprint in Myanmar. Those attacks became more frequent
in the 1980s, which forced the groups to often shift their bases to different locations. New
Delhi’s repeated pleas to the Myanmar military to eliminate the camps had hardly elicited
any positive response, barring a few occasions such as the attack in 2019.

Rajeev Bhattacharyya is a senior journalist in Assam, India

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/indias-frontier-districts-bordering-myanmar-to-
remain-under-draconian-security-law.html

Australia, Myanmar junta meeting 'unacceptable': HRW

By AFP | 08 April 2022

This handout photo taken on April 6, 2022 and
released on April 7 by the Myanmar Military
Information Team shows Australian ambassador
Andrea Faulkner (L) meeting with Chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw. Photo: AFP

Human Rights Watch on Thursday slammed a
meeting between Australia's ambassador to
Myanmar and the military junta chief, saying it was
"lending credibility" to a regime accused of war crimes.

Since a military-led coup ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's administration last year, Myanmar has
been increasingly isolated internationally -- with foreign governments urging an end to
deadly crackdowns on mass democracy protests.

Australia's outgoing ambassador Andrea Faulkner met with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing in
Naypyidaw on Wednesday, with state-owned media outlet Global New Light of Myanmar
reporting the pair discussed "enhancement of cooperation in various sectors".

The ambassador was accompanied by Australia's defence attache to Myanmar, Colonel Tony
Egan, according to a statement by Min Aung Hlaing's office.
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Katrina Cooper from Australia's foreign affairs department said the ambassador had used
the meeting to reiterate calls for Myanmar to cease violence and release detainees.

"The Australian government does not consider that the outgoing meeting legitimises the
current regime," Cooper told a Senate committee in Canberra.

But HRW said the meeting and subsequent coverage in state media did just that.

"This is meeting is not only deeply unacceptable, but it undercuts efforts by other
governments to isolate the military commander implicated in serious abuses," HRW's
Myanmar researcher Manny Maung said.

"By taking photo ops and accepting gifts, Australia only serves to lend credibility to a military
junta that is accused of committing war crimes and crimes against humanity against its own
population."

Maung urged Australia to "align with its traditional allies" by avoiding further high-level
meetings with the junta and immediately imposing sanctions.

Australian officials outlined seven other meetings and phone calls with the junta since the
coup, but denied any sectors were engaging with the regime.

Canberra has repeatedly called for the release of Australian economist Sean Turnell, who
was working as an adviser to Suu Kyi when he was detained shortly after the coup.

He has been charged with violating Myanmar's official secrets law and faces a maximum
penalty of 14 years in prison if found guilty.

Myanmar has been in chaos since a putsch in February 2021, with more than 1,700 people
killed in crackdowns on dissent, according to a local monitoring group.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/australia-myanmar-junta-meeting-unacceptable-hrw

UWSA Attack RCSS In Mongton Township
By SHAN - April 8, 2022

The United Wa State Army (UWSA) and the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS)
engaged in an exchange of fire after the UWSA allegedly attacked the RCSS in eastern Shan
State.

YT : Mong Htar Sub-township, the place UWSA and
= i : RCSS fighting

© On Tuesday morning, the UWSA attack on the RCSS
© camp in Mongton Township lasted for 30 minutes,
and at 1pm the two armed groups fought again, a
local resident told SHAN on condition of anonymity.
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An RCSS officer, who didn’t want to be named, said five Shan soldiers were killed and they
lost some military equipment, including assault rifles. “I also heard that some Wa soldiers
were killed in the clashes, but | cannot say how many casualties there were.”

The UWSA said it had lost one soldier, but the local source said the group had more
casualties than it was willing to admit.

Military tensions between the groups in the region have been increasing since January. The
last time they fought was in 2015, the same year the RCSS signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement. The Burma Army has officially recognised RCSS’s headquarters in Mong Hta
since 2011.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24837

Regime Sends More Armed Forces To Putao
KNG | 8th April 2022

The regime has deployed hundreds of armed
forces to two villages in Putao Township as part
of a major offensive to wrestle control of the
area in northern Kachin State from the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA). Locals confirmed to
KNG that about 300 soldiers from two Burma
Army (BA) columns have been sent to Tan Ja
and Lon Shar Yang since early April and are
staying in people’s homes.

“The BA told us not to worry about our safety, but | think there will be clashes in our area
soon because there are KIA troops stationed near Tan Ja,” a local from Lon Shar Yang, who
asked not to be named, told KNG.

It appears the BA is planning to build a military camp near the two villagers, which it’ll use as
a base for its attacks against the KIA and the People’s Defence Forces.

After a month-long lull in the fighting, some 5,000 villagers from Sumpyi Yang, Hpert Mar,
Lon Shar Yang and N’se Yang who'’d fled the violence thought they were safe and returned
to their homes only a fortnight ago with the support of the Kachin Peace-talk Creation
Group, the Kachin National Consultative Council and the Myitkyina Christian Council.

However, fighting resumed when a column from BA approached Tan Ja on 3 April. A
resident, who wishes to remain anonymous, heard artillery fire two miles from his village,
where 80 BA soldiers confronted the KIA.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/04/08/regime-sends-more-armed-forces-to-putao/
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