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The World Responsible for Myanmar Becoming Failed State: NUG Minister
SAC issued a statement on termination of citizenship to 17 people including singer Han Htoo
Lwin and Actor “Daung”
Myanmar Military Tribunal Sentences Eight More Youths to Death
Myanmar’s Magway region suffers under military’s March offensive
Family of teen taken into Myanmar military custody in Mandalay ‘worried for his life’
Teen sentenced to 10 years in Myanmar prison for alleged $7 donation to resistance group
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Man Killed During Interrogation In Kyaukme
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The World Responsible for Myanmar Becoming Failed State: NUG Minister
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 April 2022

Challenging the regime’s legitimacy at home and abroad, Myanmar’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) foreign minister Daw Zin Mar Aung, 45, has engaged with foreign
governments and parliaments, international aid agencies and Myanmar’s many armed
groups.

However, the elected lawmaker from the ousted National League for Democracy and winner
of the 2012 International Women of Courage Award said international assistance is largely
limited to moral support.

She exclusively tells The Irrawaddy about the importance of international support, including
funding and arms, Myanmar’s friends and foes and how it receives different treatment from
Ukraine.

It has been more than a year since the revolution against military rule was launched. We
heard the revolution has received no assistance from foreign countries. Why is that?

It is mainly because the international community regards the crisis as a domestic issue if we
compare it with the Ukraine war. It is widely believed that countries should not interfere in
domestic affairs.

Yangon in February last year protests after the
military coup.

In diplomatic relations, they engage not with
governments but with states. They recognize
Myanmar as a sovereign state. In their view, what
is happening between the SAC (State
Administration Council), the NUG and the people
{ N : is a domestic affair. They morally support us.
Countries that support democracy support us diplomatically but that becomes an obstacle
to providing practical support.

The junta has shown its cruelty but does the international community think its atrocities are
not serious enough to justify action?

Some countries have an abiding interest in Myanmar. That’s why there have been
prosecutions for genocide against the Rohingya.

Governments, especially European Union member states and the US, are aware of that issue
over the last five years.

They have stressed the central role of ASEAN, considering the strategic importance of
Myanmar. China, Japan, the EU and US have stressed ASEAN’s centrality. They are seeking
ways to avoid conflict between bigger powers because of Myanmar.
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Many countries, including the US, endorse ASEAN’s centrality. But ASEAN still cannot act.
And it is mostly on good terms with the regime. The US backs ASEAN though it is aware it
won’t be successful. What could Washington do?

While the US considers ASEAN as an initial step, we cannot reject it completely. But the US
should think about a Plan B in case that approach does not work. We have always called for
an innovative approach. The international community should not use 20th-century
definitions of sovereignty and diplomatic relations to handle Myanmar in a 21st-century
context.

It can no longer use old methods to approach Myanmar. It has been proven in previous
decades that the old approaches were unsuccessful. And ASEAN alone cannot handle
Myanmar’s crises.

ASEAN and US envoys should work together. As the EU has appointed a new envoy, we have
suggested that these envoys should collaborate and take a more innovative approach.

What international assistance would you like to have for the resistance movement?

We have worked to disrupt the cash flow to the regime to prevent it from procuring
weapons with some success. The US, UK and EU have cooperated in imposing targeted
economic sanctions against military-linked companies and cronies.

We are working to get more data from regional countries. We have asked financial
institutions in Singapore to stop cash flow to the regime and not to allow it to use its ports
to import aviation fuel.

Activists in Yangon defy crackdowns by heavily
armed regime forces with Molotov cocktails,
slingshots and improvised shotguns on March 29
last year.

We have to continue to push regional countries to
collaborate with us. It is unlikely we will receive

‘ : arms from them. We will not receive assistance

B anisad 8 | M |ike Ukraine. For now, we can only expect
diplomatic recognition and diplomatic support.

Do you want weapons?

Long before the war in Ukraine, we were asking for support to ease our people’s suffering. If
we could get a small proportion of weapons going to Ukraine, it would help overthrow the
dictatorship.

But people will suffer more if we just stand by. We have told other countries to send
weapons if they don’t want to see thousands being killed and their homes destroyed.

We say problems will intensify if they don’t support us. We engage continuously with the
international community and ask what Myanmar’s people need during the revolution. Every
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day we are thinking about how we can bypass restrictions and meet our monthly
requirements [for arms and ammunition].

The US says it stands with Myanmar’s people but its actions are limited to sanctions. It
imposed sanctions against previous military regimes. Sanctions do not help the revolution.
How has the revolution been harmed by a lack of international support?

We are in dire need [of support]. We are ready to accept no-strings-attached support from
any country. Countries have to consider other actors, like big powers and how to keep the
global balance.

We pressure them using any means. We will work on our own if we cannot receive
international support. People have been fighting for more than a year. We didn’t think that
people could endure this much. We will continue to endure with great resilience and
opportunities will come to us if we keep doing our job.

The NUG still needs official recognition to attract financial support. How can the NUG
achieve this?

The NUG was formed last April. We are holding an internal review to strengthen various
areas, from media engagement to public relations.

We are as eager as the people to complete this revolution. Diplomacy plays an important
role. We will try to increase virtual and in-person engagement.

Some US analysts say public relations [PR] should play an important role for the NUG to gain
international assistance. What is the NUG doing for PR?

We accept that we have a weakness in PR. We are reviewing how we can engage better
with the media and focus groups. Some messages which were supposed to be kept internal
were made public and other public statements were not released. So we are trying to
improve our engagement.

How about the USS$1 billion in frozen assets in the US? Can the NUG get that money?

Amid increasingly violent crackdowns, smoke rises
over a bridge to the Hlaing Tharyar industrial zone
in Yangon, which was later put under martial law
on March 18 last year.

We have formed a committee to get back that
money. It is headed by the finance minister with
officials from the foreign ministry and other
departments. The committee watches US policy
and sees if it can secure the money. We don’t want to waste energy on things that we can’t
achieve. It depends on how much the US recognizes our capacity. The practical question is
about how we manage our finances. We have released a budget statement as part of our
measures to recede the $1 billion.

Would the NUG get the money if it is recognized as the legitimate government?
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There has been some progress from the US. The National Defense Authorization Act
includes provisions to help NUG gain legitimacy. We are making our case based on that.

Does the NUG have a defense budget target?

We can’t disclose details because the regime will disrupt us. As a revolutionary government,
we have to give the lion’s share of the budget to defense.

We are embarrassed and sorry to ask for donations from the people. But we have to keep
asking for donations, especially from expats.

There are still wealthy people inside Myanmar. If they join us, it will help funds flow. We
continue to mobilize funds by selling bonds and working to get the $1 billion back.

The more funds we have, if we can manage it effectively, the sooner the revolution will
succeed and the sooner the suffering will end. We are trying our best.

What other outgoings does the NUG have?

Besides armaments, we are funding a defectors’ program. Financial aid will also pay for
humanitarian assistance and help put the country on the path to federalism.

Australia has offered asylum to striking junta personnel. What else is the NUG doing to offer
incentives to boost the revolution?

If someone defects, we try to provide security for them and their family, and we pay for
transport and other costs. The burden becomes heavier as time passes.

Our budget is very limited. We have asked other countries to offer asylum to offer an
incentive to abandon the armed forces and reduce the burden on us.

Our ministry meets representatives from foreign countries to discuss opportunities for
defectors to seek asylum. Some countries are granting asylum although they have not
announced it publicly.

People’s defense force volunteers train in Demoso
Township, Kayah State, in October last year. / AFP

But because of the war in Ukraine, many EU
countries are accepting hundreds of thousands of
Ukrainian refugees. They accept refugees based on
a quota system and Myanmar’s share might be
reduced because of Ukraine. But fortunately,
Australia accepts junta defectors.

Countries have limits for refugees. They allow in a number of refugees per year. So if [junta
personnel] defect early, they will have a better chance of gaining asylum. European
countries, in particular, have discussed offering asylum.
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Some countries, including the US, might review the defectors because they served in the
military. Other nations do not have these restrictions and they will accept defectors like
other refugees.

Which countries are not helping the revolution?

| told the Indian media in an interview that some neighboring countries engage with us but
they also deal with the regime. We can understand them.

Our revolution will win. | tell them to cooperate with us and when we win, we will
remember who stood with us in our struggle. This is true for individuals.

We record who our friends are and who are sitting on the fence, which will shape our future
relations with them.

Does that include India?

Some countries want to help but lack the strength. Others have the strength but they are
too focused on their interests and fail to act decisively. If they want to protect their
interests, | urged them to stand by us.

| guarantee that their interests will not suffer. The NUG has the public’s support. The day
when people don’t like us will be the day we fail. Our neighbors should listen to our people,
and cooperate and support the revolution.

That’s why | was critical during the Indian interview. India is the biggest democracy in the
world. It should more actively and decisively back democracy in Myanmar. It is a major
regional power. | was critical because India should boldly shoulder its role and take action.

What about China?

China is important. Its political situation differs from that of India. | say democracies should
act like real democracies. To be pragmatic, we have to engage diplomatically with China.
Both India and China are important to us. We maintain our engagement with China. We are
taking a pragmatic approach.

What do you expect from China?

At least China should not legitimize the junta and its leaders and say it is a legitimate
government. We have repeatedly said that and asked China not to ignore the 2020 election
results. We understand China does not oppose that.

What is the relationship like between the NUG and China?

It is just @ normal communication channel. We haven’t had a meeting with Chinese
representatives. China is cautious and wants to maintain links with the junta. There has
been an exchange of information between us and China.

Cambodia has increased its ties with the junta and Japanese representatives have attended
the regime’s events. Do these countries support the NUG?
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This is a difference between Myanmar and Ukraine. EU countries stand collectively by
Ukraine. This gives Ukraine many advantages. But it is different in our region. There are
dictatorial states and others that favor democracy.

But they are also divided. Even democracies like Japan and South Korea are different. South
Korea has been more decisive while Japan focuses on negotiations.

Japan is concerned China might fill a vacuum if it refuses to engage with the regime. It is a
balancing act.

Asian countries accept the principle [of rejecting the regime]. But in reality, they do not take
a tough stance and maintain ties with both the regime and us. We have to monitor their
moves and engage with them.

What is your message to regional countries?

It is simple. When our revolution wins, it will contribute to long-term stability and
development in the region. If our revolution fails, crises will keep happening in Myanmar
and it will continue to be a troublemaker in the region.

But if the people win, Myanmar will contribute to regional stability and development as a
fully established democracy. Other countries should boldly stand by us and support our
revolution.

You said the international community is applying 20th-century policies to Myanmar. If this
continues, can the revolution succeed?

There won’t be results if these policies continue. It is not only our loss but a loss for
democracies across the world.

How long will the revolution take if we have to fight alone without any weapons assistance?

It will take another year but we are determined. We have lived under a dictatorship and
understand that we don’t want to live under military rule for another generation.

This revolution is crucial for us and the younger generation. We strive to make sure younger
generations do not suffer what we suffered. The anti-regime forces will not give up.

This revolution will continue, it may take longer and people will suffer more. Myanmar
might become a failed state. We alone are not responsible to prevent Myanmar becoming a
failed state. Other countries, especially large powers, have responsibility too.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/the-world-responsible-for-myanmar-
becoming-failed-state-nug-minister.html
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SAC issued a statement on termination of citizenship to 17 people including singer Han
Htoo Lwin and Actor “Daung”

PUBLISHED 2 APRIL 2022
Actor " Daung"

State Administration Council (SAC ) issued a statement on
April 1 on termination of citizenship to 17 people including
singer Han Htoo Lwin and Actor “Daung”.

Those include in the termination of citizenship list are U
Maung Maung Latt, U Kyaw Moe Tun, U Kyaw Naing, Daw
Mya Mya Kyi, U Kyaw Swa Min, Daw Thet Htar Mya Ye San,
Daw Su Su Aung, U Kyaw Swa Tun, U Kyu Kyu Myint, Daw
Myat Thwe Aung, Daw Yamin Yu, U Ye Khaung, singer Han
Htoo Lwin aka Kyar Pauk, Hein Min Oo (Make-up artist May Oo), U Nyi Nyi (Writer
Tharawon-Pyae), Han Lin aka Phyo Han Kyaw, and actor “Daung”.

The statement said that those 17 people broke the existing law and left Myanmar illegally to
other countries. According to the 1982 Myanmar citizenship law, Section 16, they are
ceased to be Myanmar citizens.

On March, 2022, another 16 people were ceased from being Myanmar citizenship and so
altogether 33 people were terminated from being Myanmar citizens.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-issued-a-statement-on-termination-of-citizenship-
to-17-people-including-singer-han-htoo

Myanmar Military Tribunal Sentences Eight More Youths to Death
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 April 2022

A Myanmar military tribunal has handed down death sentences to eight more youths
accused of attacking junta targets in Yangon, bringing the total number of those facing the
death penalty since the coup to over 110. They were sentenced under the Counter-
Terrorism Law.

One of the eight was sentenced in absentia and the others in person on Wednesday. The
junta claimed in an announcement on Thursday that the eight including two women killed
an alleged informant in North Okkalapa Township and were involved in gun and explosives
attacks on the township police station and its forces.

The junta added that the youths had associated with designated terrorist groups.

Death sentences have been handed down to anti-regime protesters in townships currently
under martial law, despite international condemnation. The military regime has imposed
martial law in Hlaing Tharyar, Shwepyithar, South Dagon, North Dagon, Dagon Seikkan and
North Okkalapa townships in Yangon, as well as in townships in Mandalay.
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Four from Yangon University of Economics who were
sentenced to three years imprisonment with hard
labour.
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Until late last month, the junta had sentenced 98
people to death including two minors for the alleged
offenses of high treason; sedition; obstructing military
personnel and civil servants performing their duties;
and having ties to unlawful associations, according to rights group the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners.

The junta on Thursday also handed harsh sentences to more than a dozen young people
opposed to its rule.

Among them were Yangon University of Economics Students’ Union chair and treasurer Ko
Khant Thu Aung, as well as Ma Yin Myat Noe Oo, Ko Phyo Kyawt Naing and Ko Min Hein
Khant from the same university. The four were sentenced to three years’ imprisonment with
hard labor by Yangon’s Insein Prison Court on Thursday under incitement charges for
allegedly supplying information to a foreign journalist.

Ma Yin Myat Noe Oo, 22, also previously faced a three-year prison term under the same
charge for putting up anti-junta posters.

Dagon University student Ko Kyaw Linn Htut; Ma Su Yee Lin, a member of a Yangon-based
students’ union; and freelance journalist Ko Zaw Linn Htut were also sentenced to three
years’ imprisonment.

In Dawei city, Tanintharyi Region, three youths—Ma Soe Mie Mie Kyaw, who

earlier attempted to commit suicide after being tortured, Ko Soe Pyae Aung and Ma
Shar Pyae Khin—were handed an additional five years in prison on top of their previous
two-year sentences by the Dawei Prison Court on Thursday.

Since the coup, the junta has killed at least 1,723 people and arrested more than 13,000
including elected leaders, lawmakers, activists, medics, students and children, mostly for
opposing its rule.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-tribunal-sentences-eight-
more-youths-to-death.html

Myanmar’s Magway region suffers under military’s March offensive
As many as a dozen civilians were killed and 700 homes burned by junta troops last month.
Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.04.01

Myanmar’s military killed as many as a dozen civilians and arrested nearly 30 others in
restive Magway region in the month of March alone, while junta troops torched more
than 700 houses in 18 of the region’s villages over the same period, residents said Friday.
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NI/ Houses destroyed by fire in Letpan Hla
: village, in Magway region's Pauk township,
March 3, 2022. Citizen journalist

Sources in Magway’s Gangaw township
told RFA’s Myanmar Service that 10
deaths occurred from Feb. 28 to March 2
| as troops raided the villages of Thindaw,
" M2 shwebo, Kone and Sann.

The military set more than 200 homes alight in Kone and Sann over the three-day period,
they said, while a joint squad of some 100 troops and pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia
fighters burned another 200 on March 2 while attacking nearby Pauk township’s Leyar
village.

A villager who spoke on condition of anonymity called the violence and destruction
“unacceptable.”

“Our houses are antiques, built by hand according to our traditions. ... Our house was
built with five tree trunks as its pillars and the current market price is no less than 7-8
million kyats (U.S. $4,000-4,500),” he said.

“They attack and destroy everything indiscriminately. How can they believe that
destroying the lives and property of ordinary people is justified?”

The resident’s rice mill, which he valued at around 1.5 million kyats (U.S. $850), was also
destroyed in the attack, he said.

He said that more than 1,300 villagers were forced to flee the raids and have been living
in the mountains ever since, unable to tend their farms.

Other sources told RFA that junta forces raided Letpan Hla village on March 3 and burned
down 50 of the village’s 120 houses. A member of the anti-junta People’s Defense Force
(PDF) paramilitary group in Pauk Township said the raid came in response to an attack by
his group on the military.

“We couldn’t stand it anymore because they were causing so much trouble for the
people,” said the PDF member, who also declined to be named. “They captured five of
our comrades alive and they set them on fire. Three houses were also burned down.”

More than 470 residents of Letpan Hla fled the village during the military attack and have
yet to return, he said.

In another incident, sources said, troops killed a mother and her son in a March 5 attack
on Inn-Nge-Daung village. They said 29 people were arrested, including 12 women and
nine children, and all remain in military custody.

Family detained
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Lwin Wai, of Yezagyo township’s Taung Oh village, told RFA that authorities who came
looking for him detained his mother and two other family members when they learned
he wasn’t there.

“I'm worried about my family. My sister is only 14 years old now. She knows nothing
about politics. She just likes watching movies and playing games,” he said.

“My mother had a surgical operation only about four months ago. We all are suffering
under this injustice. I’'m so furious that we are being bullied by people with weapons. |
just want those who are innocent to be released unharmed.”

Lwin Wai said his family members were first detained by the 258th Infantry Regiment and
are now being held at the Yezagyo Police Station on charges of “defamation,” with a
court appointment set for April 4.

He said he is wanted for alleged ties to the PDF because area youth regularly come to his
electronics repair shop to use his Wi-Fi connection. But he believes the accusation is
retribution by the junta-appointed village administrator, who he once had a dispute with.

Other reported incidents included the killing of two villagers during a March 26 military
raid on Yezagyo township’s Kutote village, and the burning of more than 250 houses in
four Gangaw township villages during joint raids by junta troops and Pyu Saw Htee
fighters on March 23 and 24.

Blaming the PDF

Attempts by RFA to reach junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun for
comment on the raids in Magway region went unanswered Friday. He has previously
attributed arson attacks on civilian homes to the PDF, which the military regime has
labeled a terrorist organization.

In a recent statement, the military claimed that on March 13 a unit of 20 PDF members
had attempted to detain the junta-appointed administrator of Yezagyo township’s
Gwaygyo village and burned down 17 homes when they could not locate him. RFA was
unable to independently verify the junta claims.

Chit Win Maung, a member of the anti-junta Magway People’s War Committee, told RFA
the junta intentionally harasses and kills civilians in the region “because they cannot rule

4

us.

“They have no people, no youth, supporting them,” he said. “We can see that they are
trying to get rid of anyone who wants to stop their fascist movement. From a human
rights point of view, they are oppressing the people.”

Magway is one of several regions where the junta has encountered particularly fierce
resistance since it seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup and launched a multi-pronged
offensive against the PDF and armed ethnic groups in Myanmar’s remote border regions.
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According to Data For Myanmar, a group that researches the social impact of conflict,
junta troops have burned at least 7,248 homes across the country since the coup. At least
1,148 of the homes were in Magway region, the group said.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/march-04012022200434 .html

Family of teen taken into Myanmar military custody in Mandalay ‘worried for his life’

The 19-year-old activist had his phone searched by junta troops before being taken to an
undisclosed location where he has been uncontactable

Mary Hnin | Published on Apr 1, 2022

Kyaw Swar Win, aka Felix, is seen at a Mandalay
protest (Supplied)

The family of a 19-year-old activist from Mandalay
is concerned for his well-being after being unable
to contact him or obtain information on his
condition or whereabouts since his arrest by junta
forces on March 27.

Kyaw Swar Win, who also goes by the name Felix,
was beaten and taken into military custody during a roadside inspection by troops in
Amarapura Township, according to a friend.

The friend alleged that the military was attempting to track the teen’s contacts through his
phone.

“He got arrested while getting his phone checked on the road. When | called him to remind
him that we were meeting up, | only heard the voices of the soldiers who asked me where
we were,” he told Myanmar Now. “They were trying to lure us to them.”

The friend said that he had heard that Kyaw Swar Win was being interrogated and passed
out while being abused.

“His family is worried for his life,” he added.

“l heard that he even passed out during the interrogation and that he hasn’t come round
properly. His family is also very worried for his life.”

Anti-dictatorship strike committees in Mandalay released a joint statement on Monday
demanding that the military take full responsibility for any emotional or physical abuse
Kyaw Swar Win was forced to endure.

Sources from the strike committees also said that three people, including protest leader
Thura Aung, who were arrested in Maha Aungmyay Township in late January, were also held
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at an undisclosed location for two months without being transferred to Mandalay’s Obo
Prison.

Myanmar Now was unable to obtain comment from the victim’s family or the military
council.

Daily protests continue to occur in Mandalay after starting five days after the February 1,
2021 coup. The demonstrations have been met with violent crackdowns by the junta’s
forces.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-of-teen-taken-into-myanmar-military-
custody-in-mandalay-worried-for-his-life

Teen sentenced to 10 years in Myanmar prison for alleged $7 donation to resistance group

A former inmate who met the 19-year-old woman inside Dawei Prison says she allegedly
gave the small donation to a guerrilla force over a mobile wallet app

Wathone Nyein Aye | Published on Apr 1, 2022

Protesters take part in an anti-coup rally in
¢,
Dawei in June 2021 (Supplied)

A 19-year-old woman was sentenced in a
Dawei Prison court in Tanintharyi Region to
10 years in prison with hard labour on
Monday for allegedly donating money to an
armed resistance force, according to local
sources.

Saung Hnin Phyu, from Ka Lein Aung village
in Yephyu Township, was arrested at her home on August 22 last year and charged in Dawei
with violating Section 50j of the Counterterrorism Law, which carries a maximum life
sentence, and Section 52a of the same law, which is accompanied by up to seven years in
prison if convicted.

No official information was available regarding the plaintiff, the prosecutor or the judge in
the case.

Saung Hnin Phyu (Supplied)

A former political prisoner who met Saung Hnin
Phyu behind bars in Dawei claimed that she had
donated 13,500 kyat (around USS$7.60) to an anti-
junta resistance force through the mobile app
KBZPay. The information was allegedly leaked
when a member of the group was captured.

Saung Hnin Phyu reportedly has a heart condition
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and suffers from pain in a once-broken arm, according to the prisoner.

Myanmar Now was unable to verify the details behind the alleged funding, the reasons for
Saung Hnin Phyu’s arrest or her current condition in Dawei Prison.

A representative from the Dawei Prisoners’ Network lamented the lengthy sentence handed
to her.

“She’s only 19 and she hasn’t even attended college yet and they sent her to prison for 10
years. It breaks our heart,” the individual said.

Two university students from Dawei were also previously sentenced to seven years in prison
with hard labour for allegedly donating 5,000 kyat each (less than $3) to a fund for internally
displaced people.

“They want to stop people from donating. They are giving them larger sentences than
regular protesters,” the network member said.

In that case, the representative noted that the students had also used KBZPay.

As of early March, Dawei’s prison court had already handed jail sentences to 175 men and
38 women since the coup in February last year, according to a statement released by the
Dawei Prisoners’ Network.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/teen-sentenced-to-10-years-in-myanmar-prison-
for-alleged-7-donation-to-resistance-group

Sixteen junta soldiers killed in Chin State’s Matupi

By Mizzima |

Photo: CDF-Matupi

Sixteen junta soldiers were killed in fighting
between Chinland Defence Force Matupi
(CDF-Matupi) and junta troops near
Chanpyan Village on the Matupi-Mindat
Road, In Chin Sate’s Matupi Township,
according to (CDF-Matupi) reports.

Fighting broke out at 7:25 a.m. on 31 March

and the junta troops withdrew from the area
at 7:45am. At 9:10 a.m. the junta troops launched an offensive on the area and the fighting
intensified. No casualties were reported.

In an earlier incident about 80 junta soldiers had travelled from the Infantry Battalion (304)
Matupi base to meet a junta convoy that was coming from Kyaukhtu Township to Matupi
Township with reinforcements. Unfortunately for them some stepped on landmines planted
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by the CDF at the intersection of the Matupi-Mindat Road, at about 1 pm on 30 March.
According to a CDF-Matupi statement there may have been unconfirmed casualties.

According to the latest reports, reinforcements have been sent to the junta's battalion
based in Matupi.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/sixteen-junta-soldiers-killed-chin-states-matupi

Children Killed During Fighting In Mon State

By Network Media Group | Thursday, March 31, 2022

— " Two children are reported to have been killed during
- . fighting between resistance groups and regime
armed forces in Burma’s Mon State.

According to local reports, the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 1 and the Thaton
People’s Defence Force (TPDF) attacked a Burma
Army (BA) convoy travelling on the Yangon-
Mawlamyine road between Thaton and Beelin
townships on 30 March.

It’s unclear which group fired the bullets that struck a civilian vehicle, hitting the two
children (6 and 8 years old) and a 40-year-old man. One of the children was killed on the
spot, while the other died at Thaton Public Hospital, where the man is being treated. The
bodies of the children were cremated the same day. All three victims are from Myae Ni Kon
in Thaton Township.

Travellers told NMG that the road between the two townships in Mon State was blocked
because of the fighting.

KNLA Brigade 1 frequently clashes with BA in Thaton Township, where the brigade is based,
as well as in Nyaung Lay Pin Township in Bago Region and parts of Karen State.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/04/01/18351

An Open Letter From a Striking Myanmar Military Officer
By HTET MYAT | 1 April 2022

Htet Myat is a pseudonym for a Myanmar army major who joined the Civil Disobedience
Movement (CDM) in June last year. He is a graduate of the Defense Services Academy (DSA)
Intake 52 and served in the army from December 2009 till he joined the CDM in 2021. He is
now taking shelter on the Thai-Myanmar border.
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It is time for military personnel who are still serving in the military to decide whether or not
to continue their military service. As an officer who served in the military for a decade, | will
explain why they should act now.

Uncertainty over promotion

Junior officers who are in active military service would be aware that the system of giving
promotions proportional to years of service no longer exists. What is sure is you will be a
second lieutenant after you graduate, and promoted to lieutenant one year later and to
captain three years later.

Unlike in the past, however, it is totally impossible that you will be promoted to major after
five years of serving as a captain.

Junior officers might be aware what type of personnel are likely to get promoted under the
regime leader.

For other ranks, it will take 10 or 15 years of service to get a chevron (though those who are
particularly good at currying favor with their seniors can get one in one or two years). But
then there is no guarantee that they will get higher promotions [to be commissioned
officers]. So, for those who have joined the service to climb the ranks, it is time they left the
army now.

Remuneration

In other countries, military personnel enjoy high pay. In Myanmar, the monthly salary of a
captain is just over 300,000 kyats (US$168.35), which is chicken feed compared to living
costs today.

The basic salary of a private is less than 200,000 kyats, which is barely enough to support
their family. Some commissioned officers’ wives take advantage of this and lend them
money at a 20-percent interest rate.

Meanwhile, after paying the grocery bills they owe to the onsite welfare grocery, and
deducting other bills such as the monthly premium for mandatory life insurance, mandatory
bank savings, and shares in military-owned business Myanmar Economic Holdings Ltd., all
that is usually left is the receipts.

For those who have a family to support, the salary is a tiny amount with which to try and
make ends meet.

Many commissioned officers can’t survive on their salaries and have to ask for financial
support from their parents and relatives. Very few officers can support their family with the
surplus from their salaries.

Dicing with death

Previously, fighting took place only in border areas where ethnic armed groups are based.
But today, thanks to Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s decision to provoke a fight with the
people, many revolutionary groups have sprung up across the country.
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The military therefore has to fight on various fronts across the country. Fresh DSA
graduates, who have no experience in fighting, have been sent directly to the front lines.

Previously, combat troops alternately served on the front lines for one year and then rested
for the next year. But today they barely have the “rest” year. Many have been on the front
lines for more than two years, as there are no troops to relieve them. They do not know
when they will be able to reunite with their families, or whether they will survive the
fighting with their bodies intact. Junior officers including majors can die or lose their limbs
before becoming brigadier generals.

At any time, they are expected to sacrifice their lives for the dictators. The situation will only
get worse in the months to come. As the entire country has risen in revolt against the
military dictatorship under the senior general, and many places across the country become
battlegrounds, you can lose your life at any time. So, if you value your life, it is time you left
the army now.

Privileges and rights

Unlike senior military leaders, lower level officers in Myanmar’s military enjoy hardly any
rights. As the top brass’s power and privilege grow along with their ranks, they only use it
for themselves and their families.

Opportunities do exist for those who are good at bootlicking. Only military generals and
their families have seen great improvements in their living standards.

The military’s leave policy exists only on paper. Many military personnel are not granted
leave even when their parents are critically ill, or to attend their funerals. So they can only
weep from afar.

Meanwhile, those who marry military personnel, dubbed “Ye May” (female comrade), are
forced not only to handle battalion chores but do the work of a domestic worker at the
battalion commander’s house. Today, not only their wives but also their children are being
forced to do things that they have nothing to do with.

Though they don’t want to do those things, they are being coerced with the word “order”.
There are barely any rights and entitlements in the military. So, it is time you changed your
life from being a terrorist soldier whose life is that of the “living dead”.

Depletion

Manpower is draining significantly from the military now. No youth are joining the military,
which is killing the people. As the military only cares for finding new recruits, people of low
caliber and moral standards are becoming soldiers.

The military is aware that it is impossible to attract new recruits now, so it has even
scrapped the policy that requires battalions to recruit at least one soldier per month.

The COVID-19 pandemic is also responsible for the depletion. Due to the coup, military
personnel have been forced to carry out military operations and security duty day and night,
even during COVID-19 outbreaks. They die due to exhaustion and poor health care services.
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Another cause of depletion is military operations. As revolutionary groups that oppose the
unlawful coup have mushroomed across the country, it has become a battlefield for military
personnel once they step out of their barracks.

Another cause is soldiers who have joined the CDM to stand with the people. Thousands of
soldiers have joined the CDM. This is in addition to the as many as 1,000 soldiers who
deserted the military annually even before the coup.

Future

This is most important. You have to think carefully about your future, and your family’s. Do
you think you can afford to send your children for overseas study?

Can you even afford to send your children to a good local school with your salaries? You can
only send your children to schools inside the barracks, where they can only receive poor
schooling.

Children who receive such schooling end up in places like garment factories run by the
military. They have to struggle, living a life of being forced to do what others ask them to do.

There is a saying that “Only when you work can you make a living,” but it is important that
what you receive is proportional to your hard work. It is said we have a 24-hour duty to
protect the country and people, but it is high time you think about whether this suits the
current situation.

Only when the army loves the people will the army be loved by the people. | want you to
know that the people’s punishment of the military will be more frightening than it can
imagine. Even if you love the military as much as your life, you will have to retire after you
reach the retirement age and live back among the people.

Then, no military can protect you against the hatred of the people.

It is a noble cause to enter military service to protect the country and the people. But now,
the military is being labeled a terrorist group as they are harming the people instead of
protecting the people.

So, | would like to urge you to immediately leave the terrorist military, which does nothing
good for you, your family, your race or your country. Now, countries like Australia are
issuing visas for CDM soldiers.

There are many opportunities outside waiting for you to explore, depending on your
capacity. So, | urge you to leave Min Aung Hlaing’s terrorist military—which can guarantee
nothing for your life—as soon as possible, and join the people, and live your best life.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/167069.html
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Myanmar Shadow Govt, EAOs and Regime Attend Kokang Army Founder’s Funeral
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 April 2022

Representatives from Myanmar’s shadow civilian government, powerful ethnic armed
organizations, the military regime and Chinese government officials have attended a
memorial service for Kokang rebel leader Peng Jiasheng, who created a narcotic and
gambling hub in Shan State.

He died of old age on February 16 aged 94.

Prior to the funeral on Thursday, a two-day public memorial for the founder and former
chairman of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) was held at Peace
Square in Mongla near the Chinese border.

MNDAA founder Peng Jiasheng. / The Kokang

More than 3,000 people attended the memorial, according
to The Kokang Facebook page.

Among those present at the funeral were Communist Party
representatives from Yunnan, the neighboring Chinese
province, according to sources.

Other attendees included the vice-chairman of the Wa
government, representing the political wing of Myanmar’s
most powerful ethnic armed group; Arakan Army leader Tun Myat Naing; Ta’ang National
Liberation Front chairman and deputy chair and chief of its armed wing Ta’ang National
Liberation Army; and representatives from the Kachin Independence Army and Shan State

Progress Party.

Khun Bitu, the chairman of the Karenni People’s Defense Force from Kayah State which is
battling the junta, attended along with the shadow National Unity Government’s deputy
minister U Chit Tun.

The regime was represented by the Kengtung-based Golden Triangle commander Major
General Myint Tun, although the junta is currently fighting the MNDAA.

Peng, a former Communist Party of Burma member, founded the MNDAA in 1989 and
agreed a ceasefire with the then junta. Peng also helped organize new armed groups, like
the AA.

Tun Myat Naing praised Peng for giving the AA 100 firearms to get the movement started.
The ceasefire with the former regime allowed Peng to create a drug and gambling empire.
The peace deal collapsed in 2009 and fighting resumed with major battles in 2015 and 2017.

The MNDAA is one of the four major armed groups that did not sign the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement with the military-proxy U Thein Sein government in 2015.
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Following the 2021 coup, clashes between the regime and Kokang forces broke out across
northern Shan State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-shadow-govt-eaos-and-regime-attend-
kokang-army-founders-funeral.html

The Unwanted Development of Armed Conflict to Racial Conflict in Shan State

By SHAN - April 1, 2022

The whole Shan State was shocked about the mass murder of a Ta’ang (Palaung) family
including a seven months old child.

Funeral of Mai Noom Han and his family 9
March 2022

As the fire of the ethnic armed groups conflict
in Shan State grows, the civilians are worried
that the mass murder of the Mong Kung
Ta’ang National Party (TNP) chairperson, Mai
Noom Han and his family could trigger racial
conflict among the Shan and Ta’ang ethnics.
The two ethnics have been living in harmony
in the mountainous areas for many years — like brothers and sisters.

The conflict between the ethnic armed groups started around 2015-2016 in Northern Shan
State, and many civilians were killed without knowing the culprits until today.

Even though the ethnic armed conflicts occurred only in Northern Shan State, it has now
spread to Southern Shan State starting in 2021.

The killing of the Mong Kung township’s TNP chairperson, Mai Noom Han, his wife, and their
7 months old daughter in Mong Kung was a shocking incident for the people of Shan State
and Myanmar.

Mai Noom Han and his family went missing on 10 January 2022 morning when they
returned from Mat Chee Nok village to Tong Lao and Pang Lo village in Mong Kung
township.

After missing for two months, on 9 March 2022 the dead bodies of Mai Noom Han and his
family were found in a cave near Pan Pwe sub-village, Tong Lao village, Mong Kung
township.

According to Ta’ang CSOs, the 39 years old Mai Noom Han was found with his hands and
neck tied together in a upside down position, and his wife, the 26 years old Lway Aye Kha
was found in a supine position with her seven months old daughter on her back.
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Funeral of Mai Noom Han and his family 9
March 2022

The Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS/SSA) is controlling the region where the
incident took place, and it has been accused

" that RCSS/SSA could be the culprit, and they
should be taking responsibility according to
the voices of Ta’ang CSOs.

On 23 March 2022, RCSS/SSA released a
statement mentioning the one-sided accusation is not acceptable, and that the incident was
intentionally targeted to damage the organization and its political image.

Shan and Ta’ang youth are concerned that the incident would cause the racial conflict
between the two ethnicities.

“Shan and Ta’ang in Mong Kung have been living in harmony for so many years. There is no
discrimination — we are all equal both Shan and Ta’ang. As a Mong Kung resident, | am
saddened by the incident that took place here. It is not about Shan or Ta’ang — whoever it is,
it is very sad to see such an incident,” a Mong Kung resident, Sai Merng (Not real name)
sadly told SHAN.

It is important that justice is served here. Whoever did this, the culprit should have
accountability and responsibility on this case quoted by Ta’ang Women Organization (TWO)
general secretary Lway Poe Ka Mel Choe, “We all are the ethnicities who live in Shan State
and Myanmar as a nation, and we have been longing for a federated democratic nation. In
order to establish a good system, it is required that justice is served and prevailed, and that
the culprit must be accountable and responsible for this incident.”

If this case is left unsolved, it will leave a dark spot, and it will affect Shan State unity quoted
by a Ta’ang lawyer, Mai Myo Aung, who is providing legal assistance to Ta’ang people, “Even
though the case is understandable, it will have an impact on the establishment of future
Shan State and the unity of its people. If there is no accountability and responsibility, this
incident will leave a dark spot in the civilians’ mind.”

\ P Funeral of Mai Noom Han and his family 9
| ' B March 2022

Among the three killed, one was a woman
and the other was only a few months old
child which strongly indicated that women
and children security risk is threatened
according to Shan Women Action Network
(SWAN).

It was added that all armed groups should
obey the laws under Geneva Conventions and the criminals should be punished accordingly.
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“No armed group organizations or no army institutions must be allowed to commit such
crime to anyone — not because of their ethnicity especially the women and children. If so,
the criminal should be punished accordingly — they must not be allowed to run away from
their crimes. There must be accountability and responsibility,” stated by Shan Women
Action Network (SWAN).

If the armed groups are committing crimes against the laws stated in Geneva Conventions,
they can be brought to the International Criminal Court against war crimes.

Myanmar ratified the initial four agreements under Geneva Conventions in 1992 during the
State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) government.

According to the fourth Geneva Conventions, it is stated that (a) violence to life and person,
in particular murder of all kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture; (b) taking of
hostages; (c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading
treatment; (d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of executions without previous
judgment pronounced by a regularly constituted court, affording all the judicial guarantees
which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.

Funeral of Mai Noom Han and his family 9
March 2022 3

The Shan CSOs in Shan State released a
statement condemning the act of crimes
whoever or organizations committed such
atrocities to civilians without a proper trial. The
statement also mentioned that the death of Mai
Noom Han and his family should be brought to
justice quickly.

A similar case to Mai Noom Han happened in Shan State around May 2016 where six Shan
youths went missing in Nam Kham township, along the Nam Phat Kar — Nam Kham road,
and the case is unsolved until today.

Moreover, the other cases like an anonymous armed group murdered monks and ward
administrators including the assassination of a NLD elected member of parliament U Hitke
Zaw in 2020 and many other innocents civilians — these people are still missing until today
and the cases are left unsolved.

From the statement jointly released by the Shan CSOs, it is stated that the armed groups in
Shan State should not target the plain civilians and commit human rights abuses including
killing people. If not, there will be misunderstanding between the groups, and the problem
could lead to ethnic racial conflict in Shan State.

A youth from Mong Kung expressed his view that the armed groups should be aware of the
situation that could lead to racial conflict, “If some people use this as an advantage to create
racial conflict intentionally, the problem will be bigger. | do not want this to happen, and it
should not happen. | don’t know if there is any political motive behind the current incident;
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however, there should not be discrimination regarding this case — be it Shan or Ta’ang,” Sai
Merng quoted his opinion.

Ta’ang Women Organization (TWO) stated in a press conference that everyone in Shan State
is expecting to live together in harmony and peace without any racial discrimination and
conflict.

Funeral of Mai Noom Han and his family 9 March 2022
4

“l do not want the people to live in fear — like fearing
one ethnic group or the other. In order to accomplish
this, | would like to request everyone’s collaboration.
We always said that we would like to live in harmony,
unity, and peace, but this would need everyone’s
participation and collaboration,” it was quoted during

the press conference.

Because of the armed conflicts in Shan State, countless number of plain civilian lives have
been in vain.

Shan Women Action Network (SWAN) also urged that the armed groups in Shan State
should prioritize a way for a peace dialogue in order to find a solution in which the security,
peace, prosperity, and harmony of people living in Shan State is guaranteed.

“If people will continue to use arms and abuse their power, there will be no prosperity and
educational development in Shan State. If this issue is not discussed and if there is no one
leading to solve this issue, the security of the plain civilians like us are hopeless,” a 60 years
old man political activist told SHAN.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24816

Man Killed During Interrogation In Kyaukme
By SHAN - April 1, 2022

A man was killed during interrogation after Burma Army soldiers arrested him following a
series of explosions near the municipal office in Kyaukme, northern Shan State.

L'ﬂ Deadbody of Sai Bee 41 years killing by
] Burma Soldier at Kyautme 29 March
2022

On Tuesday, the day of the blasts, Sai
Pee, 41, and his nephew were arrested
as the two were travelling from Pon
Woe village to Kyaukme.
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During interrogation, they were tortured and beaten until they were unconscious, a female
source from Kyaukme told SHAN, wishing to remain anonymous.

They were later taken to hospital, but only the nephew survived and remains in custody.
Sai Pee’s body was cremated on 30 March.

Soldiers often arrest people travelling to Kyaukme and demand a ransom from their families
for their release, the woman said.

“I heard that some people had to pay $560 for this,” she said. If they suspect someone, they
arrest them. But they also do it just to get money from their families.
In February, soldiers arrested a civilian displaced by fighting in Kyaukme’s ward 9, beat him

to death and stole all his belongings.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24812
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