PEACE Info (March 31, 2022)

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Back in Court After Spell in Quarantine
Ex-Bodyguard of Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Given Two More Years in Prison
US Expert Says Focusing on Regime Defections a Good Strategy for Myanmar’s Revolution
UNHCR helps displaced people in Myanmar despite funding shortfall
UN Chief: 2 Billion People Live in Conflict Areas Today
Myanmar goes from ‘rice bowl’ to ‘basket case’ as humanitarian crisis worsens
IDPs from Putao Township return home
Burma Army Shells Homes After KIA Ambush In Muse District
AA chief praises MNDAA'’s Peng Jiasheng as crucial to Arakanese ethnic armed group’s
founding
Junta leaders sent wreaths to ethnic army commander’s funeral
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Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Back in Court After Spell in Quarantine
By THE IRRAWADDY |31 March 2022

Myanmar’s detained leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi appeared in court in Naypyitaw on
Thursday after being kept in quarantine, one of her lawyers told The Irrawaddy.

The 76-year-old missed court hearings late last week and on Monday as she was in
guarantine after some people at her house tested positive for COVID-19.

Since then rumors have circulated that she had contracted the coronavirus.
The lawyer denied it.
“She appeared in court today and she seems healthy and met with her lawyers,” he said.

Since the military takeover that overthrew her democratically elected government over
electoral fraud claims, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been kept incommunicado along with
some other people at an unknown location by the regime.

The junta has filed 17 cases against her, and she has appeared in court every week.

Today’s hearing involved the regime’s charge that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and her Australian
economic adviser Sean Turnell violated the Official Secrets Act.

So far she has been sentenced to six years by a special court set up by the regime for alleged
illegal possession of walkie-talkies, breaching COVID-19 restrictions and sedition.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is facing another seven charges including alleged corruption. She
faces a potential combined prison term of over 100 years on all of the charges, which are
widely viewed as trumped-up, politically motivated and an attempt by the junta to exclude
her from politics.

She will appear in court tomorrow to face an election fraud charge.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-suu-kyi-back-in-court-after-spell-in-
quarantine.html

Ex-Bodyguard of Myanmar’s Suu Kyi Given Two More Years in Prison
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 March 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has sentenced the female former bodyguard of detained State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to an additional two years in prison for incitement, her
lawyer told The Irrawaddy.

7

Cherry Htet, a 30-year-old police second lieutenant, was already sentenced to three years
imprisonment in December for breaching police rules over her social media posts
supporting the ousted leader.
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She will now have to serve a total of five years in Yamethin Prison in Mandalay Region,
where she was moved in December.

Her lawyer U Myint Thwin said: “Ma Cherry was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment on
Thursday. She is in good health.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s former bodyguard had been held in Naypyitaw Prison since Sept.
23, 2021, after first being put under surveillance following the junta’s February 2021 coup
and then detained under house arrest in a building behind the police special branch office in
Naypyitaw.

After being sentenced for breaching police rules, she was sent to Yamethin Prison, as
Naypyitaw’s jail only holds prisoners serving sentences of three years or less.

On March 14, 2021, Cherry Htet was accused of posting: “We miss you Amay [mother],”
using the popular term in Myanmar for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. She also allegedly posted
another message on March 6 saying: “If you do not dare to be outspoken about justice,
keep your mouth shut and do not say there is justice.”

The former bodyguard has also been accused of communicating with a National League for
Democracy lawmaker and receiving information about the civilian National Unity
Government.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ex-bodyguard-of-myanmars-suu-kyi-given-two-
more-years-in-prison.html

US Expert Says Focusing on Regime Defections a Good Strategy for Myanmar’s Revolution
By THE IRRAWADDY | 31 March 2022

Following last year’s coup, the Myanmar military has been struggling with a growing popular
armed resistance against it, as well as a rising number of defections. As of this month, the
number of soldiers who have quit has risen to nearly 3,000, including some battalion
commanders—the highest position among those to defect so far. Making matter worse for
the regime, the Australian government has accepted defectors seeking asylum since
January, prompting more troops to consider quitting the army.

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd, a Burmese-American security expert, said defections are one of
three elements—along with the people’s support and international support—necessary for
all successful revolutions, adding that the resistance side in Myanmar could focus on
defections as a way to deprive the regime of soldiers.

“That’s why defection is a really important strategy for successful resistance,” she said.

In this interview with The Irrawaddy, the professor at the Daniel K. Inouye Asia Pacific
Center for Security Studies (APCSS) in Hawaii discusses how a third-country incentive is
important for defection; why a public relations strategy is essential, as in Ukraine, to draw
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attention to the revolution against the junta; and why the Myanmar issue has been
overshadowed by the Ukraine war.

Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd / Asia-Pacific Center for
Security Studies

The Australian government’s recent granting
of asylum to Myanmar army defectors has
been big news in military circles. What’s your
impression?

It’s not surprising. It’s really a great incentive.
According to previous studies we have seen,
that type of third-country incentive is really
important. This is a huge development for the people’s side. Huge negative for the mitlairy
side. When Australia opens themselves, other countries may open up as well, including
European countries.

Do you think the third-country incentive could lure more army defectors?

| think so. | think the NUG’s [the parallel civilian National Unity Government’s] Ministry of
Foreign Affairs is specifically working on this issue. So, one of their first wins is Australia and
| think there are some European countries they are working with. Now they are successful
with Australia. It could have a domino effect on others countries they are working on.

What do you know about the army defectors?

| don’t have contact with defectors and | don’t have the data right now, but I think | have to
go with the data from People’s Embrace [a group assisting defecting soldiers], but | will
interview some of them as | want to know what is the condition inside the military. When
they were interviewed they said a good two-thirds of [personnel] inside the military [are]
demoralized and they want to leave. It continues. | think the latest one, like the lieutenant
colonel who is the battalion commander, he was saying the key [reason for defecting] is his
family, and that he can’t show his face in his hometown [in Myanmar’s heartland] anymore.
He is embarrassed. His family is embarrassed. So, as long as those things continue, it would
create a lot of push for the military personnel to defect to the people’s side. You will have
more as the majority of the military personnel were recruited from Myanmar’s heartland.
Now they are bombing in the heartland of Myanmar. So, they are bombing their own
relatives’ homes and they are attacking their own relatives! So, it’s not surprising that the
lieutenant colonel has family members there. He may not himself directly do that but the
organization he belongs to [is doing it]. Direct personal impact!

How can Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG) and the international
community be creative and encourage more army defections, especially among higher
ranks?

| think there are a variety of factors. Frist, the military continues to brutalize the population.
The population sees them as the enemy. Their anger towards them increases. The second is

Page 4 of 58



the incentive. Once they get out, safety—specifically for themselves and their families.
Those are logistical pieces that the NUG and international community have to work on.
Right now Australia is the first one to open up to defectors. That’s really good.

Do you have any recommendations for the NUG and the international community? Some
say if there are more third-country incentives, the revolution would be 70 percent
accomplished.

| don’t have any other recommendations other than keep doing it, to make sure you [are
well resourced for] this strategy. We can see it could be working as we have never seen this
level of defection before. Now Australia opens for them. We expect to see some other
countries are opening as well. You can say the strategy is working. It can take time. We want
it faster but [there are] logistical pieces to work through.

If you compare the situation with Ukraine, the Myanmar resistance against the regime has
not received much international support. Any comments?

| don’t think we can say Myanmar’s revolution doesn’t have international support. They
have been supporting all throughout the year like humanitarian assistance and targeted
sanctions. But Ukraine’s PR team is excellent. They seemed to handle the media and PR [as
part of their] military strategic communication and it’s a major part of their war strategy and
their counterstrategy. They utilize it. | think some are very proud of [Ukrainian President
Volodymyr] Zelensky’s team because they realize that they can’t compete with Russia based
on firepower. They know that communication power is something they have to really utilize.
So they effectively use it. Everybody in the strategic communication or PR arena absolutely
admires what President Zelensky and his team has done on PR. | would say it was because of
the way they did it—that’s why they got the attention they need. It’s just part of their
strategy.

What do you think of Myanmar on the PR issue?

Given the situation and limitations, | think they have done well. But | think Zelensky has a
different level. He is also an actor. He came from that kind of world. He kind of understands
how to utlize that. | would say Myanmar people did pretty well. But | would give them a B+
if | have to grade them and Zelensky A+. Definitely the Myanmar team, the resistance, can
pick up their game, improve their game a little bit more, looking at Zelensky. | wouldn’t say
they are failing. The international community did pay attention to Myanmar. But right now
Zelensky did well. Then Myanmar can leverage attention on Ukraine and try to expand their
connection to Ukraine. It’s not a zero-sum game. Actually, Ukraine is the European theater
in the fight for democracy and against authoritarianism. Myanmar is in the Indo-Pacific
theater frontline fight for democracy. In both countries, Russian bombs and bullets are
killing people.

But the Myanmar resistance has been on their own so far: not a single bullet yet from
outside. This is different from Ukraine.

Yes, that’s the way the problem is framed. In the international system, a country’s
sovereignty is so valued that it’s quite shocking for another country to invade. When you
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have an internal problem, the principle is helping Ukraine but in Myanmar it becomes a little
bit of a barrier or hindrance because of the value of sovereignty. So, as for military support
or no support, Ukraine has a professional military that has a long relationship with the US
and the neighboring countries. Myanmar’s NUG doesn’t have that kind of ready-made
platform. Those are the differences. In missing those ready-made platforms, where the US
and international community can step in is [that] we do have those sanction regimes. That’s
why you’ve got that, and humanitarian aid. They are the differences between Ukraine and
Myanmar.

This interview has been edited for clarity and brevity.

Editor’s Note: The opinion presented in this interview is Dr. Miemie Winn Byrd’s own
assessment as an expert on the subject matter. Her opinions do not represent the
positions and policies of the U.S. government or any other agencies.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/us-expert-says-focusing-on-regime-
defections-a-good-strategy-for-myanmars-revolution.html

UNHCR helps displaced people in Myanmar despite funding shortfall

By Mizzima |

(File) A woman and her child at a camp for
internally displaced people (IDPs) in Demoso
township in Myanmar's Kayah state. Photo: AFP

The UN refugee agency the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is one of the
largest aid agencies helping displaced people in
Myanmar, a crucially important body given the
humanitarian crisis unfolding in the country.

UNHCR has been in Myanmar since 1993 and maintains an operational presence of over 200
staff at 10 locations nationwide. Today, the organization cares for the needs of over 1.2
million people of concern in Chin, Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Mon, Rakhine and Shan states as
well as Bago, Magway, Sagaing and Tanintharyi regions.

In its work in-country UNHCR collaborates with partners such as sister UN agencies,
international and local NGOs as well as local communities to help internally displaced
people (IDPs). UNHCR plays a key role in the provision of life-saving interventions,
particularly in the areas of assistance coordination and delivery of emergency relief in the
form of non-food items such as shelter, blankets and household goods.

UNHCR does not just look after displaced people, its aim is for Internally Displaced people
(IDPs) to be able to rebuild their lives in safety, dignity and peace. To this end it advocates
for the fundamental human rights of IDPs and host communities and works towards
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sustainable solutions that ensure people have a safe place to call home where they can
build better futures in cohesive and resilient communities.

According to an official press release: “UNHCR works to understand the aspirations of those
who may wish to return to places of origin, reintegrate within the communities they reside
in or relocate safely elsewhere. We therefore collaborate with stakeholders to achieve
lasting solutions for communities, through continuous and inclusive dialogue and provide
appropriate support to ensure that no one is left behind.”

Since the February 2021 coup, UNHCR has continued its work in Myanmar and is
determined to continue doing so. Reuben Lim Wende, the Chief of Communications of
UNHCR Myanmar said: “Despite operational challenges, UNHCR continues to stay and
deliver in Myanmar. As the UN Refugee Agency, we continue to communicate and engage
with communities in need to understand the situation of IDPs and stateless people.”

He explained that the humanitarian situation in Myanmar is “precarious” and that fighting is
hindering the ability of the population to seek safety and lifesaving assistance. Additionally,
IDPs have become more vulnerable and insecure because of “the COVID-19 health crisis,
disruptions to telecommunications, banking and healthcare systems, rising prices for fuel,
food and other basic commodities, [and] loss of livelihoods.”

Explaining the problems now faced by aid agencies in Myanmar he added: “Humanitarian
organizations face constraints in reaching those in most need, including access limitations,
insecurity, as well as logistics and supply chain challenges in the delivery of much-needed
assistance and protection services to people in need.”

When people are forced to flee their homes due to violence, they leave almost everything
behind, including food, medicine and basic household belongings. Unfortunately, the places
they flee to often lack such basics as reliable access to food, access to medical care, water
and sanitation facilities as well as basic household materials, such as blankets, mosquito
nets or kitchen sets. Often the IDPs do not even have a roof over their head.

To help such people UNHCR distributes relief items to affected communities across
Myanmar and works with relevant stakeholders to facilitate access for humanitarian
interventions. Relief items distributed by UNHCR include tarpaulins, ropes, blankets, kitchen
sets, mosquito nets, buckets, sleeping mats, sanitary kits, COVID-19 personal protective
equipment, solar lamps, and winterization kits for adults and children. UNHCR is also setting
up stockpiles of relief supplies in different areas in preparation for when more people will
be displaced in the future.

At camps, villages and displacement sites UNHCR carries out rapid assessments to identify
the needs and risks faced by IDPs and constructs shelters. It also implements camp-based
activities designed to empower IDPs, such as getting them to represent their communities,
mobilizing resources and facilitating community-led activities. It also implements protection-
centred activities focusing on community-based protection, legal aid, citizenship and
housing, and land and property rights.
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UNHCR and its partners have installed an early warning system that can, according to
UNHCR, “systematically identify changes, gaps and challenges on the ground.” This allows
for a comprehensive analysis of the situations on the ground and their potential impact on
vulnerable people, allowing UNHCR and its partners to tailor their responses to individual
situations in a timely and appropriate way.

UNHCR intends to increase its emergency assistance in 2022. It has already started this in
January with the establishment of a temporary base in the Shan State capital of Taunggyi, in
response to an influx of IDPs from nearby Kayah State. Since mid-January, UNHCR and its
partners have been supplying relief to Kayah IDPs in Taunggyi and the surrounding
townships. So far, they have managed to help some 13,000 IDPs in Shan State and 2,000
IDPs in Kayah State.

According to Reuben Lim Wende, UNHCR estimates that it will need $56.7 million of funding
for 2022, of which it has so far received only 8 per cent.

That funding is needed to supply lifesaving emergency assistance such as shelter materials
as well as relief items such as mosquito nets, kitchen sets and jerry cans. It will also go
towards paying for re-integration programmes for IDPs returning to their places of origin or
integrating into their host communities. Funding is also needed to support the UNHCR’s
work in Rakhine where there are 600,000 stateless people.

As of 8 March 2022, UNHCR Myanmar has received just 8 per cent of the $56.7 million it
needs for 2022, though it expects this to rise in the coming months as donors pledge their
support. UNHCR has long-standing partnerships with donor governments who provide the
organisation with critical funding.

Unfortunately, in 2021 UNHCR Myanmar only received 52 per cent of the $62.6 million it
needed for 2021 by the end of the year. Despite this, in 2021 UNHCR provided over 200,000
IDPs and stateless people with relief items, over 60,000 IDPs received shelters and over
400,000 individuals benefitted from camp-based activities.

Reuben Lim Wende said: “Lack of funding would result in the discontinuation of key
programming which constitutes a lifeline to vulnerable populations in Myanmar.”

Despite all these problems and difficulties “UNHCR remains committed to advocating for
and providing critical humanitarian assistance to those in need as well as facilitate access to
services. We will continue to work with UN sister agencies and partners to carry out our
mandate in the country, guided by the internationally recognized principles of humanity,
neutrality, impartiality and independence,” according to Reuben Lim Wende.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/unhcr-helps-displaced-people-myanmar-despite-funding-
shortfall
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UN Chief: 2 Billion People Live in Conflict Areas Today

Associated Press

A soldier comforts Larysa Kolesnyk, 82, after she was
evacuated from Irpin, on the outskirts of Kyiv,
Ukraine, March 30, 2022.

UNITED NATIONS — The United Nations chief said
Wednesday that one-quarter of humanity -- 2 billion
people -- are living in conflict areas today and the
world is facing the highest number of violent conflicts since 1945, when World War Il ended.

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres cited conflicts from Yemen, Syria, Myanmar and Sudan
to Haiti, Africa's Sahel, "and now the war in Ukraine — a catastrophe shaking the
foundations of the international order, spilling across borders and causing skyrocketing
food, fuel and fertilizer prices that spell disaster for developing countries."

He told the U.N. Peacebuilding Commission on Wednesday that last year 84 million people
were forced to leave their homes because of conflict, violence and human rights violations.
And that doesn't include the Ukraine war which has already seen 4 million people flee the
country and displaced another 6.5 million within the country, according to U.N. agencies.

Guterres said the U.N. estimates that this year "at least 274 million will need humanitarian
assistance." This represents a 17% increase from 2021 and will cost $41 billion for the 183
million people targeted for aid, according to the U.N. humanitarian office.

Guterres also cited the 2 billion figure of people living in conflict countries in a report to the
commission in late January, which said there were a record number of 56 state-based
conflicts in 2020. It doesn't include the Ukraine war, which started with Russia's Feb. 24
invasion and has affected almost all 40 million people in the country.

The secretary-general told the commission that conflicts are increasing "at a moment of
multiplying risks that are pushing peace further out of reach -- inequalities, COVID-19,
climate change and cyber threats, to name just a few."

He also pointed to an increase of military coups and seizures of power by force around the
world, growing nuclear arsenals, human rights and international law under assault, and
criminals and terrorist networks "fueling -- and profiting from -- divisions and conflicts."

"The flames of conflict are fueled by inequality, deprivation and underfunded systems,"
Guterres said, and these issues must be addressed urgently.

According to his report to the commission, the world is seeing the increasing
internationalization of conflicts within countries, and this, together with "the fragmentation
and multiplication" of armed groups linked to criminal and terrorist networks, "makes
finding solutions arduous," he said.

Consequently, Guterres said, "there are fewer political settlements to conflicts," with
Colombia a notable exception.
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"Over the last decade, the world has spent $349 billion on peacekeeping, humanitarian
relief and refugee support, he said. "And global military expenditures rose to nearly $2
trillion in 2020."

The Peacebuilding Commission has worked to advance peace and prevent conflict in
countries including Ivory Coast, Iraq, Africa's Great Lakes region and Papua New Guinea, the
secretary-general said, and the Peacebuilding Fund has grown, investing $195 million last
year.

But it relies on voluntary contributions and peacebuilding needs are far outpacing resources,
which is why Guterres said he is asking the U.N. General Assembly to assess the U.N.'s 193
member nations a total of $100 million annually for the fund.

"When we consider the costs of war -- to the global economy but most of all to humanity's
very soul -- peacebuilding is a bargain, and a prerequisite for development and a better
future for all," he said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-chief-2-billion-people-live-in-conflict-areas-
today/6509020.html

Myanmar goes from ‘rice bowl’ to ‘basket case’ as humanitarian crisis worsens

By Mizzima | 31 March 2022

Internally displaced Kachin ethnic people sit inside a
temporary refugee camp at Tan Phae village Roman
Catholic church in Myitkyina, Kachin State, northern
Myanmar. Photo: Seng Mai/EPA

Myanmar’s humanitarian crisis continues to worsen as
the Myanmar military digs in its heels and threatens to
“annihilate” opposition to their iron rule.

On the weekend, the military junta celebrated Armed Forces Day in Naypyidaw with the
usual display of military might, with troops, tanks, missiles and aircraft, all used to target its
own citizens.

The date of 27 March 2022 marked the 77th Armed Forces Day, the commemoration of the
start of what is said to be the Burmese army's resistance to Japanese occupation in 1945.

As Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing said in a message for the day, the military will
"no longer negotiate... and annihilate until the end" groups fighting to overturn its rule.

HOPES DASHED

The message was an unfortunate reminder of the damage decades of military rule has done
to a country that on the cusp of independence in 1948 was referred to as the “Asian rice
bowl!” — with so much potential - but is now on the edge of becoming a “basket case,”
according to international observers and critics.

|II
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During the early 20th Century, the territory of Burma offered promise that the newly-
emerging nation that threw off British colonial rule had agricultural potential to such an
extent that rice production would feed not only domestic consumers but could reach out
globally with its exports. The country was said to be the leading world exporter of rice from
1961 to 1963.

But after a nominally socialist junta under General Ne Win seized power in a coup in 1962,
decade after decade of military regime mismanagement shattered the agriculture industry
in a nation where 70 per cent of inhabitants still live in the countryside, but where bullocks
are still used by many farmers to till the fields.

For a short while, the quasi-civilian reformist government of Thein Sein, which took over
from the military in 2011, and the subsequent elected National League for Democracy-led
government under Aung San Suu Kyi sought to resurrect the country's reputation as a rice
producer. Rotting stocks, creaking infrastructure, heavily indebted farmers and minimal
foreign investment were among the hurdles faced, though there was some progress made
with crop diversity, and some minimal mechanization.

What this meant was large segments of the population, particularly in rural areas, and in the
ethnic states, teetered on the brink of poverty and insufficient nutrition. This was a situation
compounded by the decades of conflict in the various ethnic states, and the displacement of
populations — either as internally displaced people or as refugees.

A core tell-tale sign that all was not well in the Golden Land was the flood of Myanmar
migrants into Thailand and other countries in the Southeast Asia region during the 1980s,
1990s and 2000s. This was a reflection of the poor state of Myanmar’s agricultural sector, as
well as the economy as a whole.

Prior to the stifling COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, Myanmar migrants numbered about 5
million and were an important conveyor of income to their families back home.

TELLING SIGNS

Today, the existing long-term humanitarian crisis has grown worse as Myanmar suffers
under a brutal coup-maker, compounding the damage done by two years of COVID-19
restrictions, and closed borders.

Warnings have been made by the United Nations and a host of non-governmental
organizations on several levels.

The most obvious concerns revolve around the Myanmar military attacks against civilians,
not just in the ethnic states — long subject to suffering — but also in Bamar-majority areas of
the country. Core areas where displaced people or refugees pose a challenge include
Sagaing, Magwe, and Chin, Shan, Karen, Kachin, and Karenni states. Although the UN
Refugee Agency UNHCR and the World Food Progamme are attempting to provide food,
shelter and medical supplies to the displaced, access is difficult or prohibited by the
Myanmar military authorities.
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The UNHCR has stepped up its emergency response to assist hundreds of thousands of
internally displaced people (IDPs) in Myanmar as their number crossed the 800,000 mark —
doubling since the February 2021 coup.

According to UNHCR spokesperson Matthew Saltmarsh, security is deteriorating rapidly
across the country as fighting and armed conflict intensifies with no sign of abating. The
UNHCR forecasts an accelerating trend of displacements in the coming weeks and months.
Some 440,000 people have been newly displaced since February 2021, according to UNHCR
data, adding to an existing 370,000 who had fled their homes previously.

UNHCR and partners are scaling up operations and deploying additional resources to
support as many of the displaced as possible, complementing local community responses.

UNHCR spokesperson Saltmarsh says the southeast of the country, Kayin, Kayah, Mon and
Shan (South) states as well as Bago (East) and Tanintharyi regions collectively account for
more than half of the 440,000 newly displaced civilians. Kayin and Kayah states remain the
most affected as hostilities between various armed groups have triggered large-scale
displacements.

On a macro-level, a combination of the damaging COVID-19 pandemic restrictions over the
last two years and the serious effects of the coup on the overall economy have severely hit
employment and businesses in the country, and prompted several leading foreign investors
to pull out. Foreign investors have come under pressure not to be seen to be supporting or
helping directly or indirectly financing the Myanmar junta, accused of rampant human rights
abuse.

What this means is that a substantial percentage of Myanmar’s population, particularly
those on the lower rungs of society, are hovering around or below the poverty line. The
United Nations estimates that close to 13 million people — out of a population of 54 million
—now live below the poverty line. And the situation could get worse.

Myanmar, a country rich in resources, is teetering on the edge of a humanitarian
catastrophe due to the ongoing and expanding civil war and collapsing economy, with worse
news to come in the next few months.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-goes-rice-bowl-basket-case-humanitarian-

crisis-worsens

IDPs from Putao Township return home
By Mizzima |

In Kachin State, internally displaced people (IDPs) from Putao Township, who fled to
Myitkyina Township because of fighting, returned to their homes on the afternoon of
Wednesday 30 March, according to aid groups.
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The aid groups helped 400 IDPs from 200
households who had fled from Sumpiam,
Lonsharyang, and PhatMar village tracts to
return home.

They had fled 330km south, from Putao

« Township to the Kachin capital of Myitkyina,
" where they lived in the Kachin National
Manau Park.

Now there is no longer any fighting in Putao

Township, so the IDPs were able to return home following negotiations between the Kachin
State-based Myitkyina Christian Council (MCC), the Kachin Peace Talk Creation Group (PCG),
the Kachin National Consultative Assembly (WMR); and the Military Council, on 21 March.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/idps-putao-township-return-home

Burma Army Shells Homes After KIA Ambush In Muse District
KNG | 31st March 2022

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
fought the Burma Army (BA) in the
Mongpaw area of Muse District in
northern Shan State, with BA shelling
damaging at least two houses in nearby
Mang Nawng Kawng.

A man told KNG on condition of
anonymity that a blind elderly man left to fend for himself in the village was fortunately not
injured by the three shells that hit the houses.

The fighting began after KIA troops ambushed a patrolling BA column near Mang Nawng
Kawng with a landmine at 9am on 28 March. The Kachin fighters attacked the same column
with another landmine at noon.

Most civilians fled to the village church during the violence, preventing bloodshed.
According to a villager who asked that his name not be published, the BA didn’t beat
anyone, but they shot twice into the dirt when they spotted a lone male youth in Mang
Nawng Kawng who was unharmed by the bullets. However, another source, who also
requested anonymity, said everyone was afraid the BA soldiers would torture them after the
KIA attacked them.

KIA Brigade 6, Battalion 36 and fighters from the People’s Defence Forces attacked BA with
landmines near Nam Hkawng Ywa Hawng in Mongpaw Region on 22 March, leading to an
hour-long battle on Nam Hkawng hill.

Two days earlier, the KIA fought the junta near Samar, after which villagers fled the area.
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Since February, the KIA and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army have engaged
in repeated battles with the BA in the Mongpaw area.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/31/burma-army-shells-homes-after-kia-ambush-in-muse-

district/

AA chief praises MNDAA’s Peng Jiasheng as crucial to Arakanese ethnic armed group’s
founding

DMG | 30 March 2022

rw DMG Newsroom | 29 March 2022, Mongla,

’ ‘ G j Shan State
3 .‘1_ S o ¢ - . .

" N T . -3 :_'?,, Arakan Army (AA) chief Major General Twan
: "% Mrat Naing has expressed his gratitude to
the late founder and former chairman of the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA), Peng Jiasheng, for his
assistance to the Arakanese ethnic armed

group.

On Tuesday, the AA chief attended a memorial in Mongla, Shan State, for Peng Jiasheng,
who passed away last month at the age of 94.

“When AA went through tough times in its early days of revolution, Chairman Peng treated
us like compatriots, and we received his selfless assistance, guidance and concern,” said the
AA leader.

“The most memorable thing in my life was in 2009, when our Arakan Army was formed with
26 men; we had only one gun. After Chairman Peng Jiasheng gave us 100 guns, we took
these 100 guns and two RPGs [rocket-propelled grenades] to fight back to our homeland,
Rakhine, and it was a crucial event in our revolution,” he added.

“Under the guidance of Chairman Peng, we, the Arakan ethnic group and the Kokang ethnic
group, have established a solid friendship,” Major General Twan Mrat Naing said, adding
that the AA as it exists today would not have coalesced had it not been for Peng Jiasheng
and the MNDAA.

The AA now has more than 100 battalions, each of which has around 300 troops, Major
General Twan Mrat Naing said. The Arakanese ethnic armed group now fights alongside

ethnic allies including the MNDAA and others, he added.

Peng Jiasheng died in Mongla on February 16. His funeral is being held over the course of
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three days, from March 29-31. His body will be entombed on March 31.

The AA was established on April 10, 2009, in Laiza, Kachin State, the headquarters of the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) ethnic armed group.

The AA, KIA, MNDAA and Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) are members of a military
coalition known as the Northern Alliance. The AA is also a member of the Federal Political
Negotiation and Consultative Committee, which is led by the United Wa State Army (UWSA).

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4234-mj-gen-kk

Junta leaders sent wreaths to ethnic army commander’s funeral

By Mizzima |

BT WS Junta leaders including Min Aung Hlaing sent wreaths to

B the funeral of Peng Jiasheng the leader of the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) ethnic
armed organisation (EAQ), according to the MNDAA news
outlet, The Kokang.

Peng Jiasheng, the founder of the MNDAA, also known as
the Kokang Army, died on 16 February. His funeral began
on 29 March in Mong La Special Region, in Eastern Shan
State.

As well as Min Aung Hlaing, the Commander of the Triangle Command, the Office of the
Commander in Chief and the Office of Military Security Officers also sent wreaths to the
funeral, according to photos of the event.

The commander of the Triangle Military Command attended the funeral as did officials from
the Yunnan Communist Party and officials from Thailand.

Top leaders of the following EAOs attended the funeral: The Kachin Independence Army
(KIA), The United Wa State Army (UWSA), the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA),
the Arakan Army (AA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), and the Karenni
Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF). A representative of the Shan State Progressive Party
(SSPP) also attended.

Peng Jiasheng was originally a member of the Burmese Communist Party (BCP) and founded
the Kokang Army based in Shan State’s Kokang region in the northeast of Burma on the
Chinese border.

Peng Jiasheng and the Kokang Army split from the BCP and formed the MNDAA which
became the first EAO to sign a ceasefire with the Myanmar Army in 1989 and the Kokang
region became Shan State Special Region 1, the first Special Region in the country.
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In 2009 the Myanmar Army wanted the MNDAA to transform into a Border guard force
(BGF) army aligned militia and when the MNDAA refused the army attacked them in Laukkai
on 27 September 2009. This caused a split in the MNDAA. One faction became BGF 1006
and another faction led by Peng Jiasheng went underground and aligned itself against the
Myanmar army.

Since then the MNDAA has not joined the National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA). In 2016 it
formed the Northern Alliance with three other EAOs, the KIA, the TNLA and the AA, none of
whom had signed the NCA.

In April 2017 the Northern Alliance joined with other non-signatories of the NCA, the UWSA,
the NDAA and the Shan State Army-North (SSA-N) to form the Federal Political Negotiation
and Consultative Committee (FPNCC) to negotiate with the government.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/junta-leaders-sent-wreaths-ethnic-army-commanders-
funeral
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