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Suu Kyi 'in quarantine' after staff tests Covid-19 positive
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QX0RE ABHYed 06emmESmE odejopE:dicnm[ss oE3:S| sudm ez0dgp:

Boegiesq
OO'DC g)? D‘DQO’IJC‘DO’)(SOS§ 308 OS (T) Gl% CD(TSO’)O%O’)&Z G'BO?B
8g)|;,|_§0.)0?0’)%)086 ‘DOSG(TDCO)O’DOO’) G é OD&P @2 ()] é:GCﬂ’SGT)Gl

C C coc
3’361003L 3’2({”:&7)‘,%]')‘,37)‘, ooeo’ncoooo mce: ngegc.,

C @ o CcC OoC [og [o [og

c02:005-08:8: 06:3E:03€ 0beq:onE:wn

[og C [og [o co C o c o ¢
0&:00609€ 06emEB8OYP:03 CDF gp:oEa3nd

[og Clo C O CN\ [og [o co C [~] [of o
0&:000[§$05BBYRE 06607E8NMBMm 08 B:a§c08d:

C C [og ce Cc\ [ o G [~} [~] 00 _C (og C [og

qodmpd: 06607EE0EG0E 66 Bicoml 98 B:cB8daadepaor NUG 005[3S

[og C C C C C [og o C @ O
06006 22(036:005060059eloE Mmadlddop 09og B:fomn

cC O C ocC cle Q C 0O _C[Le [~] ﬁ O C ¢
2003 £874]8008[3 3eucd DM ScS[3:00d:el FBcdgEsoon
0630px2098: :2056[opE:9p: edlanesad
g3 :[Ged egiemmdosdd Zacom:FIC
(o o T (o Q C C o @ C C
[3osoz:aqin [§86003 esleon s 098605 zapa0pd Jooo o Beomdieviend
OC o [of C cC OoCcO C CcC _O S
§Eeaqza09 0320005 6[gqE:8EE NCA ondedhBizag c0y 6agie§:6$
00y 32[36e[3>05 NCA-S EAD 03638:e8IE:ea00Egp: pdaondoomEayEol KNU pgpg
Ddepad
o C C C» O _C

“oogﬁﬁﬁooo%@cge§[:ewagqc 0§: o?co? cepdepdewod” 3cdg|OfBiempop:co:d:
KNU 006607 6 $056[g0p¢€ $6qadzacgl: 06emmEBmOFoE o B:as, miad:psd
0deomES$E cagiegipqp: 0MDRGAEPdUY RCSS &g
6 J 903059 es0decy BEdead:

BE:qE10m:9)C:)C: 0OBOGPS R5[8EEF2:g|E:RMR E§PMDUYDWSOME$ U SWAN
sl

g|>:é§E§OS Bbieqpelopdapep: $36[0$c0qs 06emES Bo:efgpad

0de0mES oegbie[mp:epdiclam ogé:lgpdzacytsg cogopiecyal op:alfges

C c .Q¢ C c_ _¢.009 Q ¢ C.Q
6ENCEONORC s | 8ANCIeMPOOP:Q§) WYy 00’)@8&):%: [(I2H*

N

Page 1 of 61



Suu Kyi 'in quarantine' after staff tests Covid-19 positive

By AFP |

Former Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi has skipped three
days of her trial in a junta court after Covid-19 was detected
among her staff and she was placed in quarantine. Photo: AFP

Detained former Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi has
skipped three days of her trial in a junta court after Covid-19
was detected among her staff and she was placed in
guarantine, a source with knowledge of the case said Monday.

The 76-year-old's civilian government was ousted in a coup last year that triggered mass
protests, and she faces a raft of charges that could see her jailed for more than 150 years.

Currently on trial for alleged corruption, breaching Myanmar's official secrets act and
pressuring the election commission, Suu Kyi has not appeared in court since last Thursday,
the legal source told AFP.

"Some people in her company have been infected by Covid-19... and so she's kept in
guarantine, although she's not infected," the source said.

"We are worried because we haven't been able to see her."

Former president Win Myint -- charged alongside Suu Kyi -- appeared at the court on
Monday via video conferencing, the source added.

Suu Kyi and her personal staff have been fully vaccinated against Covid-19 since being taken
into military custody, her lawyer told AFP last July.

She missed a hearing in September due to illness, and in October, her lawyer said her health
had suffered from her frequent appearances before the junta-run court.

Journalists are barred from the proceedings in the military-built capital Naypyidaw, and her
lawyers have been banned from speaking to the press.

Suu Kyi was previously sentenced to a total six years in jail for incitement against the
military, breaching Covid-19 rules and breaking a telecommunications law -- although she
remains under house arrest while she fights other charges.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/suu-kyi-quarantine-after-staff-tests-covid-19-positive

Myanmar Junta Tortures Civilians to Death in Magwe
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 March 2022

Junta soldiers and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia fighters tortured two civilians to death this
month in Gangaw Township, Magwe Region, according to Gangaw People’s Defense Force
(PDF).
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A Myauk Khin Yan villager on March 18 was doused with hot water before being chained to
a vehicle by his neck and dragged around the village until he died. The village is a Pyu Saw
Htee stronghold.

And Mwe Lel villager on March 24 had his limbs fractured and an eye gouged out before
being stabbed to death, said Gangaw PDF on Sunday.

“They are killing arbitrarily and brutally,” said a resident.

Villages, including Myauk Khin Yan in Gangaw
Township, were torched by junta troops in January. /
C

A resistance fighter was killed by an artillery strike
while rescuing more than 300 civilians trapped in
villages.

Daily clashes have been reported in rural Gangaw this month. Five junta privates were killed
and a captain was injured in the fighting on March 21, according to the PDF. Six resistance
fighters died the following day when the junta used artillery and snipers.

Apart from killing civilians, junta soldiers have vandalized and torched their houses and
looted valuables, said Gangaw villagers.

Around 150 junta troops in two groups raided villages in Gangaw and have recently merged
into a single force. Troops are holding two civilians as human shields, according to
residents.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-tortures-civilians-to-death-in-
magwe.html|

Hundreds of homes destroyed in two-day military raid in northwestern Myanmar

Nearly 3,000 locals are displaced by the attack on Magway’s Gangaw Township, jointly
carried out by Myanmar army troops and members of their allied Pyu Saw Htee militias,
locals say

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 29, 2022

The entire village of Kinma, in Magway Region’s
Pauk Township, is shown after being completely
burned down by the military in June 2021
(Supplied)

A junta column of more than 200 soldiers and
members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee
militia groups torched and destroyed around 200
e homes in three Gangaw Township villages last
week, displacing thousands of residents, local sources told Myanmar Now.
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The troops involved in the two-day assault in the Magway Region township—which borders
Chin State—reportedly came from Kalay in Sagaing Region, and the militia members from
northern Khin Yan village, a known military stronghold also in Gangaw.

Residents said they set fire to Chaung Kauk and Thazi villages, located 24 miles north of
Gangaw, on March 23, before doing the same to Moe So village—two miles further north—
the following day.

Nearly all of Moe So’s 150 homes were razed, according to locals. Some 20 homes out of
300 were burned in Thazi, and 29 in Chaung Kauk, which has 200 households.

“They came in from the east and west of the Myittha River and torched and destroyed
Chaung Kauk and Thazi. Rice barns were destroyed,” a man from Thazi told Myanmar Now
on the condition of anonymity.

“They dragged one of our villagers with a rope around his neck. They also killed pigs and
chickens, but did not eat them,” he said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify what had happened to the villager who
was reportedly captured.

“Nobody’s gone back to the village yet as we fear that the military will terrorise us again, so
we just decided to pack up and leave for a safer place,” another villager from Thazi said.

Before the troops arrived in Chaung Kauk and Thazi, a member of a local social welfare
group said that they set fire to some 20 shelters in a camp for internally displaced persons
(IDPs) near Ye Hla village, just one mile north of Chaung Kauk. The residents had already fled
their homes due to previous Myanmar army attacks in the area.

“They are now targeting civilians. They also torched the IDP camps and destroyed their
blankets and supplies. They also took all the IDPs’ rice and oil,” the man, who is a member
of the Hnan Khar youth group active in supporting displaced persons in the area, said.

“Now, almost all of the people from all the villages have been displaced,” he said of the area
of northern Gangaw.

The population of the area is estimated to be around 3,000 people.

Due to a lack of internet access in the area caused by a junta-imposed blackout, Myanmar
Now was unable to obtain photographic evidence of the attack.

Junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun said in a press conference last week that the military
planned to “accelerate” their operations by arming and training military supporters, a
reference to the groups locally known as Pyu Saw Htee.

At the conference, he played video “evidence” of what he said were members of the anti-
junta People’s Defence Forces burning villages. The footage was criticised by netizens as
featuring “bad acting.”
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The military has denied perpetrating the arson, and has a history of accusing villagers of
torching their own homes, as they did during scorched earth military operations in Rakhine
State against the Rohingya community in 2016 and 2017.

The US recently labeled the campaign a genocide, a charge for which Myanmar has already
been charged at the International Court of Justice in the Hague.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/hundreds-of-homes-destroyed-in-two-day-
military-raid-in-northwestern-myanmar

Myanmar Junta Enacts Law Allowing It to Deploy Police to Front Lines
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 March 2022

The Myanmar military regime has enacted a new law making it compulsory for law
enforcement officers to fight alongside soldiers on the front lines, while expanding their
powers to restrict citizens’ civil liberties.

The law comes at a time when regime forces are sustaining huge casualties in both urban
and rural areas amid fierce anti-regime civilian armed resistance following the coup last
year.

At the same time, the regime has been struggling with a mounting number of defectors as
well as a drop in recruitment as it becomes an object of popular hatred due to the army’s
brutal crackdowns on anti-regime protesters. So far, the junta has killed more than 1,700
people.

The enactment of the Myanmar Police Act could be seen as a sign of desperation by the
regime as it resorts to legal measures to solve the army’s human resource problems. The
fifth provision of the law states: “At the necessary time, police must be involved in the
state’s defense and security affairs.”

Myanmar’s previous police laws were the Rangoon Police Act, 1899; the Police Act 1945; the
Karen State Police Act 1959; and the Kayah State Police Act 1959. There was no word about
defending the state in any of these laws, or in the list of the Myanmar Police Force’s duties
on the website of the Ministry of Home Affairs, which oversees the force. The new
Myanmar Police Act abolishes the four previous laws, according to the regime’s statement.

A striking police officer said the new police law exposes the military’s lack of manpower.

“So, they are trying to use police to send to the battlefields. After the police, will they use
firefighters and civil servants who have completed basic military training?” he said.

Law enforcement personnel have on occasion been used in non-policing roles: The military
used police officers to attack the Arakan Army (AA), an ethnic armed group in Rakhine State,
a few years ago.
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Customarily, the ex-police officer said, it is understood that police should cooperate with
the military during state emergencies, but this has always been taken to refer to situations
such as civil defense during a foreign invasion.

“Now, they have enacted a new law so that they can openly use police officers,” said the ex-
officer, who is among members of the police force taking part in the Civil Disobedience
Movement.

Furthermore, in attempt to suppress civil liberties like freedom of expression, the new
police law gives authority to law enforcement officers to take action without warrant
against anyone who bangs pots and pans. The practice of beating pots and pans at night
emerged last year as a popular collective method of protesting against the regime.

After the military council brutally cracked down on peaceful protesters last year, many
people opted to engage in armed revolution, leading to intense fighting between regime
forces and a growing resistance, particularly in Chin and Kayah states and Sagaing and
Magwe regions.

From July 1, 2021 to March 20, 2022, a total of 2,193 battles erupted in parts of Karen State,
Kachin State, Kayah State and Chin State, according to ISP Myanmar, an independent
monitor group.

The growing number of dead and wounded soldiers and defectors has prompted the
military to train and arm pro-military militias known as Pyu Saw Htee.

A total of 9,008 regime soldiers were killed and about 3,158 injured from June 1, 2021 to
Feb. 21, 2022, according to the parallel National Unity Government (NUG)’s of Ministry of
Defense.

The number of army defectors is also increasing, and is believed to number close to 3,000
including some battalion commanders. About 7,000 police officers have defected, according
to Myanmar Police CDM channel.

Amid these challenges, coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing vowed on Armed
Forces Day on Sunday to annihilate the opponents of Myanmar’s military.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-enacts-law-allowing-it-to-
deploy-police-to-front-lines.html

Myanmar army chief issues law sending junta police officers to war

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing calls on police to join military battles against resistance
forces

Sa Thant Zin | Published on Mar 29, 2022

The military council issued a new law last week enabling them to force members of
Myanmar’s police to join the fight against anti-coup resistance forces across the country.
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Junta soldiers during a crackdown on a protest in
Yangon on March 3, 2021 (Myanmar Now)

One of the five objectives outlined in the 22-page
Police Force Law, signed by junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing on March 25, is for law enforcement
personnel to “take part in the state’s defence and
security affairs when necessary.”

The move marks an expansion of traditional Myanmar police responsibilities of “law
enforcement, public safety and drug control” to a role more in line with those serving in the
armed forces. Myanmar’s police force falls under the home affairs ministry, which has been
under military control even prior to the February 2021 coup.

In signing the new statute, Min Aung Hlaing also abolished multiple decades-old laws which
did not explicitly dictate responsibilities to fight for the defence services. They included the
Yangon Police Act of 1899 and the 1949 Police Act, as well as the police acts of Karen and
Kayah (Karenni) states, dating back to 1959.

The legislation gives the junta chief greater control over the police, requiring any future
reforms proposed by governments to first gain military approval. Only the military
commander-in-chief, for example, can sign off on the recruitment, confirmation, transfer,
retirement or removal of the national police chief.

A criminal section added to the law also allows the junta to arrest—without warrant—and
imprison members of the public for a period of six months to two years for playing wind
instruments or banging pots and pans—a practice that emerged nightly at 8pm as a
widespread act of protest after the coup.

The junta’s enacting of the law comes during a time in which anti-coup armed resistance has
grown nationwide, with the military sustaining significant casualties in battles with local
defence forces, the National Unity Government (NUG)-backed People’s Defence Forces, and
ethnic armed organisations.

Over the last year, some 3,000 such clashes took place, according to monitoring group ISP
Myanmar. From June 2021 until late February this year, more than 9,000 soldiers were killed
in fighting across the country, according to the NUG.

Junta spokesperson Gen Zaw Min Tun said in a press conference last week that the military
planned to “accelerate” their operations by arming and training their supporters, groups of
whom are known by locals as the Pyu Saw Htee.

Some 7,000 members of Myanmar’s 80,000 police have defected to the resistance since the
coup, according to the Myanmar Police CDM Channel, which is made up of such officers
participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement.

Tin Min Tun, a former police major who defected from the military-controlled Special
Branch in late February last year, speculated that the law was introduced in order to place
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the police force under the direct supervision of the military commander-in-chief so that he
can officially command and manage the institution as he wishes.

“This law is just protection for the police force so that they can carry out acts of repression
against the public in accordance with direct commands from the military chief,” Tin Min Tun
told Myanmar Now.

This protection accompanying greater police authority, he explained, would likely be limited
to high-ranking officials—typically former military officers—and would not have a significant
impact on rank-and-file members of the force.

Htin Lin Aung, the NUG’s information and technology minister, dismissed new laws
introduced by the junta as illegitimate.

“Any law issued or any announcement of orders done without the parliament’s approval is
not legal,” he told Myanmar Now.

In early March, Myanmar Now reported on plans of the military council to dismantle six
police departments and force the officers into the military to bolster its fight against the
anti-coup resistance movement.

The sections due to be cut were “special departments” of maritime, aviation, tourist, oil
field, forestry and highway police forces. A Naypyitaw-based police told Myanmar Now at
the time that the officers from the six departments would be reassigned to police battalions
across the country supporting the military in their war against anti-junta defence forces.

Since the coup, the military has rewritten or amended other laws, including the
Counterterrorism Law, Section 505 of the Penal Code for incitement, and the
Telecommunications Law, and are in the process of drafting their own cybersecurity law.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-chief-issues-law-sending-junta-
police-officers-to-war

Head of Myanmar’s junta urges unity as military defections continue

The call to close ranks comes amid reports of growing dissatisfaction with last year’s coup
among military personnel

Esther J / Min Min | Published on Mar 29, 2022

Soldiers march in a military parade in Naypyitaw
on March 27 (Department of Defence)

In a 30-minute speech delivered on Sunday,
Myanmar’s junta leader, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing, urged unity among those under his
command amid signs of tension within the ranks.

The speech, addressed to senior officers and
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other military personnel at a ceremony held in Naypyitaw to mark Armed Forces Day, made
multiple references to the need to maintain unity in the face of external challenges.

Citing threats from “foreign aggressors and a bunch of self-interested political parties in the
country,” Min Aung Hlaing said it was crucial for those in the military to close ranks.

The emphasis on internal cohesion was seen by some observers as evidence that the junta
continues to lose support from rank-and-file troops after more than a year of conflict ignited
by last year’s coup.

“Soldiers of the lower ranks are beginning to realise what their superiors are ordering them
to do,” said Lin Htet Aung, an army captain who defected last year.

“They know they’re not working for the good of either the military or the country, and they
no longer want to serve this regime,” he added.

Since last year, he said, at least 3,000 military personnel, including several ranking as high as
lieutenant colonel, have joined the Civil Disobedience Movement against military rule.

According to Lin Htet Aung, that number continues to rise, and could see a surge in the near
future.

Political analyst Than Soe Naing also said that the speech, delivered by a haggard-looking
Min Aung Hlaing, signalled tensions within the armed forces.

“He’s basically confessing that cracks have formed within the army. That’s the only reason
he would have to keep reiterating the importance of internal unity,” he said.

Further evidence of instability was also offered by the fact that the military has had to
replace its operations commanders in Chin State and Sagaing Region, where the armed
resistance movement has been especially strong, he added.

There have also been a number of high-profile reassignments, including the replacement of
the commander of the air force, since the coup.

High casualty rates among junta forces have also taken a toll on the military’s recruitment
efforts, forcing it to call retired army officers back into active duty and deploy police officers
for combat operations, according to Than Soe Naing.

The speech also warned ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) not to support the People’s
Defence Forces (PDFs) that have emerged around the country in response to the junta’s
brutal crackdowns on anti-coup protests.

Saying that any armed group that joined the anti-regime resistance movement would be
regarded as a terrorist organisation and targeted for eradication, Min Aung Hlaing also
promised to hold peace talks with EAOs.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, a spokesperson for the Karen National Union (KNU), dismissed both
the warning and the offer of talks as “a joke.”
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“The only reason the PDFs were formed was because Min Aung Hlaing was stupid enough to
stage a coup and kill innocent civilians,” he said.

He added that the PDFs have since proven that they can stand alone without the support of
other groups.

Sunday's ceremony was the second to mark Armed Forces Day—or Anti-Fascist Resistance
Day, as it is called by opponents of the regime—since the military seized power last
February.

On the same day last year, the junta unleashed a massive tide of violence against protesters,
killing more than 100, including children, in towns and cities across the country.

It also carried out airstrikes in territory controlled by the KNU in retaliation
for overrunning a military outpost on the same day.

Airstrikes were also reported in the same area on Sunday.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/head-of-myanmars-junta-urges-unity-as-military-
defections-continue

In Solidarity with Coup Leader, Myanmar Ex-Generals Appear at Armed Forces Day Event
By THE IRRAWADDY |29 March 2022

The appearance of ex-generals from the previous Myanmar military regime at the Armed
Forces Day commemoration and subsequent ceremony hosted by the current regime on
Sunday proves that they are all in solidarity with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, who staged a
coup that has so far killed 1,700 people.

As part of events to mark Armed Forces Day, the coup leader paid respects to 25 retired
senior military officials who attended the anniversary of the founding of the Myanmar
military.

Most of the aging former soldiers were senior officials in the former Myanmar military
regime that oppressed the country from 1988 to early 2011, when the regime handed over
power to a proxy so-called civilian government.

Ex-president U Thein Sein gives “words of
advice” to Min Aung Hlaing and an audience on
Sunday.

At that point, some generals faded from public
view while others took higher positions in the
proxy administration, fooling the world into
thinking that they were “reformists” who had
left military dictatorship behind.
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Among the 25 attendees to which Min Aung Hlaing paid his respects at the gathering were U
Thein Sein, the president of the quasi-civilian government that relinquished power to the
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi-led National League for Democracy after his huge loss in the 2015
general election.

His appearance at the ceremony hosted by Min Aung Hlaing on Sunday proved that the
former general was not a genuinely reform-minded president when he was internationally
praised for the democratization process in Myanmar during his presidency from 2011 to
early 2016.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing pays respect to
ex-president U Thein Sein on Sunday.

As if to underscore the point, the former
president was among two attendees who gave
“words of advice” to coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing, his wife and audience. What he advised
on the day is unknown.

Pictures of the event show Min Aung Hlaing
clasping his hands together and kneeling in front of U Thein Sein—a traditional Myanmar
way of paying respect to elders—before giving him some honorary presents.

Though the event is said to be held annually, this year’s one turned out to be significant
because Min Aung Hlaing personally attended the gathering, after being absent last year,
and due to the former president’s appearance and his “words of advice” to the coup leader.
The ceremony may well have been a way for Min Aung Hlaing to make a pretense of unity—
even if only with the old soldiers—within the army, which has been demoralized in the face
of public denunciation and growing defections since the coup.

Ex-admiral Soe Thein (second from left), former
USDP chairman U Htay Oo (third from left) and
U Nyan Tun, former vice president, at the
Armed Forces Day event in Naypyitaw on
Sunday.

Noticeably absent from the event were
Myanmar’s ex-dictator Than Shwe and his
former No. 2, Vice Senior General Maung Aye.
The duo have rarely appeared in public since
their retirement in 2011, not even attending

Armed Forces Day commemorations as “honored guests.” They probably either can’t be
bothered acknowledging any respect from Min Aung Hlaing, whom Than Shwe picked as his
successor, or think the event is beneath them.

A few hours before the gathering, retired military officials gathered as “VVIPs” or “VIPs” for
the Armed Forces Day event in Naypyitaw. Apparently proud of their service during the
oppressive former military regime, as the pictures show, the beaming old soldiers clad in
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their uniforms seemed to be pleased with Min Aung Hlaing’s coup against the
democratically elected NLD government in February last year.

USDP chairman U Than Htay (second from
right) and former USDP MP U Ohn Myint (third
from right) at the Armed Forces Day event in
Naypyitaw on Sunday.

Among them, no one seemed happier than U
Soe Thane, an ex-admiral under the Than Shwe
regime and a powerful minister in the Thein
Sein administration, who openly praised the
February coup in his book.

The other retired military officials present
included, unsurprisingly, the chairman of the military proxy Union Solidarity and
Development party (USDP), U Than Htay. After the USDP’s embarrassingly heavy loss to the
NLD in the 2020 general election, he was among those who sought Min Aung Hlaing’s
intervention. The party’s former chairman U Htay Oo, who is also a former military officer,
appeared too.

Other attendees included ex-General U Tin Aye, who used to be the chief of the union
electoral body under the U Thein Sein administration, as well as U Nyan Tun, the former
commander-in-chief of the Myanmar Navy-cum-vice president from 2012 to 2016. Former
USDP lawmakers U Ohn Myint, U Maung Myint, U Hla Htay Win and U Wai Lwin—all retired
military officers—appeared too.

Kyaw Ne Win (far left), Aye Ne Win (second
from left), Daw Khin Sandar Win (third from
left) and Zwe Ne Win (far right) at the Armed
Forces Day event in Naypyitaw on Sunday.

Probable new faces at the event were the
family of Myanmar’s first dictator Ne Win,
who ruled the country from 1962 to 1988.
Daw Khin Sandar Win, the dictator’s
daughter, attended in a military uniform as
she used to serve in a medic battalion. She appeared with her three sons Aye Ne Win, Kyaw
Ne Win and Zwe Ne Win. They were jailed with their father for high treason for plotting to
overthrow Senior General Than Shwe’s regime in 2002 and released in 2013.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/in-solidarity-with-coup-leader-myanmar-ex-
generals-appear-at-armed-forces-day-event.html
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With US-ASEAN summit postponed, 4 top diplomats travel to China

The U.S. has vowed that the Ukraine crisis would not distract it from implementing its Indo-
Pacific strategy.

By RFA Staff | 2022.03.29

- U.S. President Joe Biden listens during a joint
news conference with Singapore’s Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong in the East Room at the White
House in Washington, DC, March 29, 2022.
Reuters

Four Southeast Asian foreign ministers are

\?h traveling to China this week while a U.S.-ASEAN
summit that was due to take place in Washington

appears to have been postponed indefinitely, prompting Chinese state media to carp that

the region prefers to speak to China instead of the U.S.

China’s Foreign Ministry announced on Monday that the top diplomats of Indonesia,
Thailand, the Philippines and Myanmar “will visit China respectively from March 31 to
April 3” at the invitation of Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

At least some of the ministers would have accompanied their heads of state for the long-
anticipated summit between leaders of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and President Joe Biden that had been planned for March 28-29. But that
meeting ran into scheduling problems.

A senior Biden administration official conceded Monday that “much to our
disappointment, we weren’t able to get this locked down” but they were very committed
to rescheduling it.

“We believe the clock is ticking, and we want to try and get this done. And we’re working
very closely with ASEAN to try and come up with an appropriate time to do this,” said the
official who was briefing reporters on condition of anonymity, under ground rules set by
the administration.

A file photo showing ASEAN foreign ministers posing
- with China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi at a meeting
Y- v 7y < » b in Vientiane, Laos, about the COVID-19 pandemic,

: N Feb. 20, 2020. Credit: Reuters

| Qomnawm

Still, on Tuesday Biden had an Oval Office meeting
with Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong,
who urged closer U.S.-ASEAN ties and expressed
appreciation for Biden’s commitment to the region.
He said "it helps the U.S. to be present in the Asia-Pacific and to deepen its relations with
many friends and to strengthen its strategic interests in the region."
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Biden vowed that the Ukraine crisis would not distract from the U.S. from implementing
its Indo-Pacific strategy. He said he wanted to ensure that the region remains "free and
open."

‘Apples and oranges’

In Beijing, China was making its own play to demonstrate its engagement with Southeast
Asia.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang Wenbin told reporters Monday that the four
countries whose ministers will visit “are important ASEAN members and China’s friendly
neighbors and important partners for high-quality Belt and Road cooperation” — referring
to China’s global infrastructure program.

He said the visit “again demonstrates the close and friendly relations between China and
its ASEAN neighbors and the high importance all sides attach to advancing China-ASEAN
cooperation.”

It is unclear whether foreign ministers from the remaining six ASEAN countries were
invited.

The state-run newspaper Global Times said “to visit China while delaying the meeting
with the U.S. shows ASEAN's willingness to talk with China rather than the U.S.”

The paper, known for its nationalistic, anti-U.S. stance, quoted an expert, Qian Feng, as
saying that while China “truly and sincerely helps them [ASEAN countries] boost
economic development and solve practical problems through win-win cooperation, the
latter [the U.S.] doesn't really care about their current situations but just wants to use
them to contain China without bringing them tangible benefit.”

“Obviously, ASEAN members know that,” said Qian, director of the research department
at the National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University.

Collin Koh, a research fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies in
Singapore, said the Chinese newspaper “is comparing apples and oranges, and making a
mountain out of a molehill.”

The trips to Beijing is of a different level to the summit which would involve heads of
state, Koh said.

“This can’t be compared to the foreign ministers going to China,” he said.
Pushed to take sides?

The scheduling of the ASEAN-U.S. summit ran into trouble when the facilitating country,
Indonesia, couldn’t get all ASEAN members to agree on a date.

Prime Minister Hun Sen of Cambodia, the current chair of ASEAN, explained on March 17
that among the bloc’s 10 members, “four countries said they could not attend the
meeting [on March 28-29] while some others were requesting that the summit be held
on March 26-27 - dates the U.S. said it could not make.”
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Thai foreign policy expert Kavi Chongkittavorn said that ASEAN leaders “became
exasperated about the proposed meeting.”

“Half the ASEAN leaders were not happy with the U.S. because they had proposed several
dates for the Biden team to consider but the U.S. side kept changing the schedule,” he
said.

And with the crisis in Ukraine, “in some ASEAN capitals there is a prevailing fear that the
Russia-Ukraine quagmire could hijack the summit,” Kavi said.

According to a Vietnamese analyst, there has also been a certain unease among some
ASEAN countries that they would be pressured to take sides in the Ukraine war. The
analyst requested anonymity to discuss a matter of diplomatic sensitivity.

Vietnam, together with fellow ASEAN members Brunei and Laos, abstained on March 24
from a U.N. resolution on humanitarian consequences of the Russian aggression against
Ukraine.

Hanoi also abstained on an earlier resolution on March 2 that condemned Russia’s
aggression and demanded that Moscow immediately end its military operations in
Ukraine.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/us-asean-china-03292022150151.html

Calls for sanctions on 19 Russian companies supplying arms to the Myanmar military
By Mizzima |

Myanmar's military continues to receive support from
arms suppliers in Russia as it faces international
isolation over its bloody crackdown on the civilian

& population and those opposing its rule . Photo: AFP

Campaign group Justice for Myanmar has identified 19
Russian companies that it believes should be
sanctioned because they have supplied arms and dual

use goods to the Myanmar military since 2018.

Russia remains a major supplier of arms and dual-use goods for the Myanmar military,
aiding and abetting the military’s genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The companies supplying these arms and dual-use goods include multiple subsidiaries of the
state-owned arms giant, Rostec, as well as manufacturers of missile systems, radar and
police equipment. Many of the companies have exported to Myanmar since the military
coup.

Rostec, whose international trade arm, Rosoboronexport, has a representative office in
Myanmar, is a key partner of the Myanmar military, with subsidiaries providing fighter jets,
helicopters, surface-to-air missiles and unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV).
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One subsidiary of Rostec, United Aircraft Corporation (UAC), has a partnership with the
French arms maker Thales. Thales did not respond to questions from Justice For Myanmar
regarding their business with UAC.

Other companies include JSC Tactical Missiles Corporation, which supplied an OKA-E-1
aircraft guided weapons preparation system to the Myanmar military in 2019, AO Gorizont,
which has provided Austrian UAV parts to the UK-sanctioned arms broker Miya Win
International, and GS Group, which has provided a broadcasting production system for the
army’s psychological warfare directorate.

According to records from the trade database ImportGenius and leaked documents, Russian
companies supply both the Myanmar military directly and via private Myanmar military
brokers.

Many of the brokers have branches in Singapore to facilitate payments. Justice For
Myanmar continues to demand sanctions against Myanmar military arms brokers and calls
on the Singapore government to stop the use of its territory for Myanmar military arms
purchases.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “Russia’s arms industry earns big
profits from the Myanmar military’s atrocities.

“The same Russian arms industry that supplies the terrorist Myanmar military is
manufacturing the arms that are enabling Russia’s unprovoked aggression against Ukraine.

“A year ago today, the Myanmar military murdered more than 160 peoplewhile the generals
celebrated Armed Forces Day with Russia’s Deputy Defence Minister.

“In response to the Myanmar military’s 27 March 2021 massacre, and the many others who
have been murdered by junta forces on the streets and in indiscriminate airstrikes and
shelling with Russian arms and equipment, we call on the international community to take
decisive action against the Russian arms industry.

“Impose a global arms embargo on the Myanmar military junta and targeted sanctions on all
Russian companies supplying the Myanmar military.

“It’s time to hold arms traders accountable for aiding and abetting international crimes.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/calls-sanctions-19-russian-companies-supplying-arms-
myanmar-military

Response to Ukraine underscores foot-dragging on Myanmar crisis
MARCH 29, 2022 | By JOE FREEMAN

As the people of Myanmar express solidarity with Ukraine while waiting for help of their
own, the international community’s response to Russia’s invasion shows that it can take
concerted action when it chooses to.

Page 16 of 61


https://www.mizzima.com/article/calls-sanctions-19-russian-companies-supplying-arms-myanmar-military
https://www.mizzima.com/article/calls-sanctions-19-russian-companies-supplying-arms-myanmar-military

Painting their faces in the colours of the Ukrainian flag, holding up signs reading “Save
Ukraine”, and incorporating these messages into courageous public demonstrations and
social media posts: these scenes could be from the besieged Ukrainian cities of Mariupol,
Irpin or Kharkiv.

But they happened thousands of miles away — in Myanmar.

Within days of Russia’s invasion, the international community rallied around the people of
Ukraine in a powerful and lightning-fast display of solidarity. From ordinary people offering
financial support by booking Airbnbs in Ukraine with no intention of using them, to
governments quickly adopting tough sanctions against Russia, the crisis has shown how
quickly we can unite to oppose violent acts of aggression.

But in Myanmar, where the military seized power in a coup more than one year ago, the
expressions of support for the Ukrainian people are all the more moving because of the
terrifying risks implicit in the very act of gathering — being shot by soldiers or police officers,
or arbitrary arrest, torture and death in custody.

Myanmar protesters put their lives on the line every time they step onto the street. More
than 1,600 people have been killed by the security forces since the February 2021 coup,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. A March 15 report from the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights called this brutal repression a “flagrant
disregard for human life”.

Parallels abound between Russia and Myanmar, going beyond shared military tactics and
domestic repression of protesters and the media to increasingly close military ties. Though
the two situations are vastly different in context, scope and geopolitical implications, there
is still more that can be done in Myanmar. The quick and robust reaction to the invasion of
Ukraine shows the international community can take meaningful action — when it chooses
to.

The foot-dragging that has characterised the world’s response to Myanmar’s political crisis,
and the extreme human rights abuses the military has inflicted on the Myanmar people, are
heartbreaking in comparison.

In a screenshot shared online in Myanmar shortly after the Russian invasion, a Ukrainian
man is doing an interview with ABC news. Asked about being separated from his family as
he prepared to defend the country, he says, “Everything will be okay.”

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing meets with Russian
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu in Moscow last year.
(Russian Defence Ministry / AFP)

These words have been tattooed on the hearts of
Myanmar’s anti-coup resistance since the death of
19-year-old protester Ma Kyal Sin. Also known as
Angel, she was wearing a T-shirt with the same
expression when she was shot in the head and killed
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during a protest in Myanmar’s second biggest city Mandalay on March 3, 2021, exactly one
year before the of the ABC interview.

As Russia pounds Ukrainian cities with missiles, artillery, and rockets, killing civilians

in , Myanmar’s military is stepping up a campaign of collective
punishment against any form of resistance, whether peaceful or not. Satellite imagery
reviewed by Amnesty International showed homes razed in several parts of northwestern
Sagaing Region, where internet blackouts are the norm and reports of human rights
violations emerge almost daily, as the military attempts to crush the poorly armed People’s
Defense Force, formed to resist the military coup.

Both countries have also followed the same playbook in suppressing inconvenient truths
that challenge their disinformation and propaganda. Russia has banned the use of the word
“assault” and “invasion” in media coverage, while Myanmar has instructed media not to use
“coup” and other “incorrect words”. Authorities in both countries have been accused of
searching mobile phones and arresting people for holding dissident content.

But the parallels go deeper than oppressive tactics — the Myanmar military’s arsenal
includes Russian-supplied arms. According to a from the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Myanmar, Russia has provided Yak-130 jet
fighters, missiles, armoured personnel carriers and unmanned aerial surveillance to a
military that has “repeatedly attacked civilians using these same types of arms”. Weapons
transfers have continued since the coup, according to the report, even as the UN rights chief
warns the Myanmar military has likely committed fresh war crimes and crimes against
humanity during that time.

The Myanmar military has returned the favour. As international condemnation poured
down on Russia following the invasion, a spokesperson for Myanmar’s military attempted to
justify it. As most governments sought to isolate Russia, a Myanmar military delegation
travelled to St Petersburg on March 16 for an exhibition where they viewed “technology and
products” and “the demonstration of advanced counter-terrorism and security capabilities”.
They also met representatives from Russia’s state-owned weapons exporter.

Russia is not alone in supplying the country with arms, but it has emerged as a key arms
backer as Myanmar’s military conducts a reign of terror since the coup similar to the
violence endured by ethnic minorities across the country for decades. In response to the
crackdown, Amnesty International has repeatedly called for the United Nations Security
Council to urgently adopt targeted sanctions and a global arms embargo to prevent the flow
of weapons into the country. It must also refer the situation in the country to the
International Criminal Court.

The harsh reality though is that many Myanmar people have lost faith in international
mechanisms, as Chinese and Russian veto power stands in the way of much-needed action.
Member states must find more creative ways to rally around Myanmar. Some have called to
stop the sale of jet fuel that could hamper the ability of fighter planes to carry out their
murderous bombing runs. Others have successfully urged large companies like Chevron and
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Total to withdraw from the country so as to deny the military resources that enable
atrocities.

Any actions must carefully balance the needs to stop the attacks and promote accountability
for human rights violations with avoiding knock-on effects on civilians in Myanmar, where
millions face hunger, poverty and the ongoing ravages of the coronavirus pandemic.

If we can come together on Ukraine, we can come together on Myanmar — and any place
where grave human rights abuses are taking place across the world.

Joe Freeman works on regional communications for Amnesty International. He was
previously based in Myanmar as a journalist.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/response-to-ukraine-underscores-foot-dragging-on-
myanmar-crisis/

EAOs Boycott Burma’s Armed Forces Day
By Network Media Group |Tuesday, March 29, 2022

Several ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) that didn’t
attend the 77th Armed Forces Day of Burma said they
wouldn’t have attended even if they’d been invited,
although some EAOs attended the commemoration in
Naypyitaw on Sunday along with the military regime.

Aung San Myint, the second secretary of the Karenni
National Progressive Party, whose military wing, the
Karenni Army, are battling the Burma Army (BA) every day, told NMG before the event that
they’d no intention of attending.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, spokesperson for the Karen National Union (KNU), couldn’t say if they
were invited, but if they were, they wouldn’t have gone for the same reasons as the KNPP.

“It’s pretty clear. We clash with them every day, how can we participate in Armed Forces
Day?” he told NMG.

But the Arakan Liberation Party, the Restoration Council of Shan State, the Pa-O National
Liberation Organisation, the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army and the Karen National
Liberation Army — Peace Council were all there.

Aung San Myint said that the problems facing the country due to the coup affect everyone
and that no one should play along with coup leader Min Aung Hlaing’s charade out of self-
interest.

“The BA has invited (some) EAOs to the Armed Forces Day to give the impression to the
international community that they’re engaging with them, but it’s all for show. In reality, BA
isn’t interested in building a federal union that the ethnic people and EAOs want,” he said.
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Padoh Saw Taw Nee declined to comment on what the other EAOs were doing, saying they
were free to decide for themselves.

On Sunday, two BA fighter jets celebrated the day by dropping several bombs on Daybunoh
village in Mutraw’s Luthaw Township in the KNU’s armed wing, Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) Brigade 5 area, at around 2am.

Min Aung Hlaing vowed to “annihilate” opponents of the coup on Armed Forces Day, and
called for unity against “internal and external mischiefs”. Observers said the army chief’s
comments suggest the regime is showing cracks after its forces faced widespread resistance
in the Southeast Asian country.

On 12 February, the junta invited selected EAOs to its Unity Day celebration in Naypyitaw.
The KNPP refused to attend, as did many EAOS and KNU leaders. However, Padoh Saw Shwe
Maung, the former chair of KNLA Brigade 6 in Dooplaya District, did attend.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/03/29/18332

Karen Ethnic Armed Group Tells Myanmar Govt Employees in Its Area to Quit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 29 March 2022

District level Karen National Union (KNU) offices recently called on non-striking government
employees working for the regime in KNU-controlled areas to resign.

The Papun District KNU, in the area where Battalion 5 of the organization’s armed wing, the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), is based, was the first to issue the notice, followed
by Thaton District KNU, where Brigade 1 is based, and Dupalaya District KNU, where Brigade
6 is based.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the KNU’s head of foreign affairs, recently talked to The Irrawaddy
about why the KNU is asking government employees to resign and what consequences they
will face if they refuse to do so.

The Dupalaya District KNU released a notice on March 17 asking regime employees to
resign. Why did the KNU release such a notice?

It was issued by the Kawkareik Township KNU on March 17. We are pushing to overthrow
the military dictatorship, and we can’t rely on only one measure. Militarily, we have been
fighting them every day. But we also have to target its administrative mechanism. It is
collapsing, but it is important to get rid of the entire administrative mechanism if we are to
topple the military dictatorship.

d Padoh Saw Taw Nee, the KNU’s head of foreign affairs

So, the township and district [KNU branches] are taking
their own initiative to implement our policy. This is

happening in many places [under the KNU’s control]. In
some places [local KNU offices] may not release notices,
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but they are also working in a similar way.

The notice says government employees will face consequences if they fail to follow the
order. What does that mean? Will they be targeted militarily?

We don’t have plans to go that far. It is up to them; we just made public our policy. They are
our brethren and we would like to urge them to do their fair share in ending the military
dictatorship. Even if they can do nothing big, their resignation will be a boost to the people.
This is the message | want to send to them.

What impact do you think it will have on the ground? Will it really work?

We can see clearly that the administrative mechanism has been collapsing since the coup.
The regime’s administration is not functioning, especially in rural areas. And our three
districts have officially issued notices, and we can say that it has had an impact. As far as |
know, there are no government employees in Papun now. The administrative mechanism
has collapsed there and only junta troops are left. Even the family members of junta troops
have fled. What | can say is it is becoming clearer that its administrative mechanism is
weakening in all our districts, including those that have not issued warnings to non-striking
government employees.

What is the situation on the ground in terms of fighting? Do you think the statement of
the Dupalaya District KNU will further intensify the fighting in the district?

Compared to the military situation before the issuing of the notice on March 17, the fighting
has not de-escalated in Kawkareik. On March 7, we issued a statement and asked the
regime to withdraw their troops from Lay Kay Kaw so that local people could return home.
They responded to our request by heavily reinforcing their presence. So, the fighting has
continued.

And the Kawkareik Township KNU asked the government employees to resign, 10 days later.
Junta troops did not withdraw [from Lay Kay Kaw] but were looting houses there, and
people dare not return to their homes. So, we asked them to withdraw. But they did the
opposite and reinforced their presence. So, clashes are happening daily.

How many people have been displaced by the fighting in Karen State, and what difficulties
are they facing now?

It is difficult to make an estimate because the situation is not stable. For example, in Lay Kay
Kaw, we estimate that around 6,000 to 7,000 people have been displaced. The number
could be higher. Some are taking shelter at the houses of their relatives, but some are
staying in forests and they might have a hard time because of the rain. Nearly 70,000 have
been newly displaced [in KNU-controlled areas] since the coup.

Before the coup, we were a signatory to the ceasefire but there were sporadic clashes
between us and the military. So, people could not return to their homes and we could not
build infrastructure for them. The combined number of internally displaced people from
before and after the coup will be more than 200,000 people in all the seven districts
controlled by the KNU.
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The Karen State military regime has formed a negotiation team to prevent fighting in
Karen State, and it has invited the KNU to join the team. What is the KNU’s response?

There have been many ceasefire agreements, [as well as a] bilateral and nationwide
ceasefire. [The military] does not follow those agreements, which were signed before
international dignitaries, and is doing as it pleases. So, my point is the regime is sending
heavy reinforcements while talking about a ceasefire. This is why fighting is taking place. It is
totally unacceptable.

Far from a ceasefire, it does not even withdraw its troops. It has stopped none of its various
forms of violence against the people, like killing innocent civilians and torching their homes.
These things are happening across the country, and we are asking it to stop those things.
But it has stopped none.

Again, we can’t just look out for ourselves. We live in the same country. We can’t accept
their bad habit of ceasing fire only here, and going on the rampage elsewhere in the
country. If they want a ceasefire, they should express clearly how they will stop fighting.

But they keep on sending reinforcements all the time while speaking of a ceasefire. It
appears as if we have to keep our finger on the trigger whenever they talk about a ceasefire.
The level of trust is that bad.

My understanding is that we should not observe a ceasefire at this time, in this situation.
Our objective is clear—to overthrow the military dictatorship. And we are undertaking all
means toward that end.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/karen-ethnic-armed-group-tells-
myanmar-govt-employees-in-its-area-to-quit.html

Battles between Karen, junta forces rage near Thai border

The Myanmar army suffers dozens of casualties as its troops attempt to reclaim a base
recently overtaken by the KNLA in Karen State’s Myawaddy Township

Linn Htin | Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Mar 29, 2022

| KNLA soldiers raise the KNU flag at the
i junta’s Maw Khee base on March 22 (KNU)

Clashes between the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) and the military have
escalated in Karen State’s Myawaddy

} Township following the KNLA seizure of a
junta base last week.

Karen forces confiscated weapons,
ammunition and other supplies when
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they overran the Maw Khee base on March 21. Satellite imagery of the area places the base
around 4km from the Thai border in Dooplaya District, territory of the KNLA’s Brigade 6.

Padoh Saw Taw Nee, spokesperson for the Karen National Union (KNU)—the political wing
of the KNLA—speculated that the Myanmar army would try to reclaim the post. He said on
Saturday that the junta had sent hundreds of troops down the 70km stretch of road that
runs parallel to the Thai border and connects Myawaddy with Wawlay town to the south;
Maw Khee lies just outside the town.

s/

’ Map showing the location of the Maw Khee base on the
) : Myanmar-Thai border
n

o

. b (0 | Following an initial battle on Friday near Hpa Luu Lay village,
tﬂ which lies on the road in question, Padoh Saw Taw Nee said

the military suffered major casualties on Sunday afternoon

‘ when they attacked the KNLA in the village of Bla Doh, just a

)\' ; few miles from Maw Khee.

S\_'// \/% N “Our battalion commanders said that at least 40 junta
Z ! ;"'-;) j MMMMMMM soldiers were killed,” he told Myanmar Now on Monday,
¢ y adding that the military responded with an airstrike on the
\ area.

Junta forces were only able to collect the bodies later that
night, he added.

A guerrilla force called Cobra Column, which has been fighting alongside the KNLA, said in a
statement that more than 60 Myanmar army soldiers from Light Infantry Divisions (LIDs) 44
and 22 were killed that day.

“The bodies were scattered all over the road. They retrieved some of them during the night
and when a helicopter fired on the area in the afternoon on March 27,” an information
officer from Cobra Column said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the number of casualties in the fighting.

The KNU reported that its armed forces initially killed one soldier and captured one alive of
the 28 junta troops stationed at Maw Khee from Infantry Battalion 32 and Light Infantry
Battalion (LIB) 555. The 26 others retreated, according to the KNU.

On March 22, the KNLA reportedly captured LIB 555’s commander—whose rank could not
be verified—as well as a corporal.

Among the arms seized by the KNLA were a 60mm mortar launcher, four light weapons,
more than 100 RPG rounds, and several boxes of ammunition.

Although the military has frequently relied on air attacks during fighting in Karen State,
when Maw Khee base was seized, only surveillance planes were seen, Padoh Saw Taw Nee
said.
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“The battle at the Maw Khee base started at 5am and ended only at 5pm and no aircraft
came. Maybe it’s because of the weather but we can’t say for sure,” he explained.

Around 2,000 locals from four area villages fled across the border to Thailand when the
fighting broke out, according to a report by the Karen State-based KIC news organisation.

The KNU issued an order on March 17 calling on junta units occupying nearby Kawkareik
Township—just 20 miles from Myawaddy and also in Dooplaya—to withdraw and for civil
servants serving the military council to leave the area.

Regular battles have been taking place between the KNLA and the military in Kawkareik.

The KNU vowed its opposition to the junta following the military coup on February 1 last
year. The organisation is a member of the National Unity Consultative Council, made up of
anti-dictatorship forces, and is collaborating in the writing of a new federal constitution.

In December, the military launched a ground and air offensive against the town of Lay Kay
Kaw, also in Myawaddy and along the road to Wawlay, in retaliation for the KNU sheltering
dissidents there who had fled the junta.

The KNU has claimed that at least three Myanmar army battalion commanders holding the
rank of lieutenant colonel had recently surrendered to them, and that they were being
treated humanely.

Myanmar Now was unable to verify the defection.

The military council has not released any information on its forces’ recent activities in Karen
State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/battles-between-karen-junta-forces-rage-near-
thai-border

International Karen Organisation: Three Karen State airstrikes on Armed Forces Day

By Mizzima |29 March 2022

This handout from Karen Medical Information
received on May 7, 2021 shows a medical staff
member talking to internally displaced people in
Karen State, following air strikes in the area by the
Myanmar military after the February 1 coup.
Photo: KAREN MEDICAL INFORMATION/AFP

There were three airstrikes in Karen State’s

: Mutraw and Dooplaya Districts on Myanmar
Armed Forces Day, 27 March, according to the International Karen Organisation, which
condemned the attacks.
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In the first attack two fighter jets dropped four bombs on Day Bu Noh village, in Mutraw
District’s Lu Thaw Township, damaging houses and buildings at around 2am.

The same village was hit by an airstrike on the Armed Forces Day last year in what was the
first airstrike in Karen State for 25 years.

Later, on 27 March, at around 1:30pm and 5:10pm there were two more airstrikes around
Bler Doh Village in (Kawkareik) Township.

The day before, 26 March, there were airstrikes in the Oo Gray Kee area that destroyed
villagers’ houses.

The Burmese military is also using heavy artillery and indiscriminately bombing civilian
villages in the area, causing more displacement and a humanitarian crisis.

The Burmese military’s indiscriminate bombings of civilian targets are violations of
international law, constituting war crimes and crimes against humanity, and there must be
accountability for their international crimes, according to the International Karen
Organisation.

Currently, it estimates that there are around 150,000 displaced civilians in Karen State alone
and they are in desperate need of food, medicine and shelter. The majority are displaced
because of airstrikes or can’t return home because of the threat of airstrikes.

The organisation would like to see the international community provide more humanitarian
aid for the displaced civilians and for international NGOs to work with local Karen
organisations for aid delivery through cross-border assistance, and the relaxing of
unreasonable sourcing and reporting requirements, which are impossible to meet when
delivering cross border aid to a conflict zone.

Whilst welcoming new sanctions targeting the Burmese air force imposed last week by the
UK, USA and Canada, the International Karen Organisation also wants the European Union
to impose sanctions on aviation fuel supplies to Myanmar to help stop Burmese military
airstrikes by starving their jets of fuel.

To achieve this there should be sanctions on Burmese companies involved in the supply of
aviation fuel to the Burmese military and sanctions to stop international companies from
being involved in any aspect of supplying aviation fuel to the Burmese military. Those
companies involved in the supply of aviation fuel to the Burmese military are complicit in
the bombing of civilians and violations of international law.

The International Karen Organisation also calls on the Thai government to stop pushing
refugees back to conflict zones in Burma and allowing them to stay in Thailand until it is safe
for them to return home.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/international-karen-organisation-three-karen-state-
airstrikes-armed-forces-day
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Southward push escalation: Heightening proxy war in Shan State

By Sai Wansai for mizzima |

Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army
(RCSS/SSA). Photo: Theingi Tun/Mizzima

Why has there been an uptick in violence in Shan
State? And might there be a glimmer of peace at the
end of the tunnel?

These are questions of vital interest to the citizens of
Shan State wearied by war.

On the face of it, the armed forces under the Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative
Committee (FPNCC) - considered China's proxy - seem to be gaining momentum in pushing
the forces of the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) out of their operational northern
area and some of its southern Shan State territories during the first two months of this year.

Six months ago, in early September last year, the RCSS was asking for outside help from
Thailand and the USA - to stem the tide of the onslaught on its troops by three FPNCC
members.

But its plea went unheard.

The FPNCC which is supposed to be a political alliance is made up of the United Wa State
Army (UWSA), National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA), Shan State Progressive Party
(SSPP), Kachin Independence Army (KIA), Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) or Kokang and the Arakan Army (AA).

NEW ‘ALLIANCE’

On paper, the FPNCC members have two separate military alliances. One is the National
Alliance-Burma (NA-B), which includes the KIA, AA, MNDAA and TNLA. The second is called
the Three Brotherhood Alliance, made up of the AA, MNDAA and TNLA, without the KIA.

But a separate military alliance involving the three FPNCC members SSPP, TNLA and UWSA
have been collaborating militarily to root out the RCSS from northern Shan State.

This “ad hoc alliance” appears to be operating at the behest of the Chinese government,
given that Beijing considers the RCSS close to Thailand and thus allied with the West,
viewing this as an obstacle to their geopolitical and business interests in the region.

In assessing loyalties of groups in the region, it is important to note that the KIA, although a
FPNCC member, is not considered a “Chinese proxy” because it is Christian and considered
“pro-West”.

A Mizzima report of six months ago by this same writer outlined a Yangon-based Chinese
embassy official airing such sentiment openly and directly at the RCSS. He reportedly said
the RCSS originated from an anti-communist outfit, but in contrast the SSPP was considered
“trustworthy” as it supported the Communist Party of Burma (CPB) in the past - a protege of
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Chinese Communist Party - and thus the RCSS would be evicted from northern Shan State by
all means even if the SSPP could not do it alone.

Such an assessment jars with reality. The RCSS has repeatedly denied it was anybody’s
“agent” and never received any help from the USA or the West in any real sense.

PUSH SOUTHWARD

As the RCSS foresaw six months ago, it was pushed out from its bases in northern Shan State
and is now losing ground in southern Shan State to the two combined forces, SSPP and
UWSA, as the TNLA was said not to be involved in the further southward push, according to
reliable Shan sources.

In northern Shan State, the RCSS abandoned territories six months ago in Muse District and
military bases in Kyaukme District recently.

By the end of 2021, the RCSS had left northern Shan State as it retreated from its stronghold
at Hu Hsun, after several months of fighting. Hu Hsun, located in the Loi Mauk hills near the
village of Kyu Shaw, had been its northern headquarters since 2015.

In southern Shan State the lost territories are in Loilem District, namely Mong Kung, Lai-Hka,
Kyethi (Khesi) townships and Panglong Sub township, and in Taunggyi District it was
Lawksauk Township.

Shan news sources and RCSS insiders note that while the RCSS has dismantled many military
garrisons and outposts in the north and south of Shan State, many of its members and
functionaries are still in the areas, indicating they might be lying low and mingling with the
local population as they are recruits from the respective local areas.

INTERACTIONS

The SSPP only joined the fight with the TNLA after 2018 when initially only the RCSS and
TNLA were battling each other by the end of 2015, after the former signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement

(NCA) in October 2015 under the Union Solidarity and Development Party-led Thein Sein
government.

The on-and-off clashes between the two warring groups went on until 2018 when the SSPP
also entered the fray, probably because the RCSS was infringing on its claimed territories
and also because of the FPNCC consensus in 2016 to counter the RCSS and push it back to
the southern Shan State.

The Shan population and the Buddhist Sangha were furious the two ethnic Shan armies, the
RCSS and SSPP, were fighting each other and due to their pressure in 2019, a ceasefire was
reached but lasted only a year.

Since then, the combined force of the TNLA and SSPP have been fighting the RCSS, with the
help of the UWSA and the support of China.
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In July 2021, the push to evict RCSS became intense due to Chinese pressure and the
military hardware and ammunition that poured in immensely increased the firepower of the
SSPP and TNLA combined forces. The UWSA was said to be included in overrunning the RCSS
positions in Loi Hun mountain range of Kehsi Township, southern Shan State, not far from
the SSPP headquarters Wanhai, northern Shan State.

Both sides have accused each other of colluding with the Myanmar military — and eyebrows
were raised that both Shan armies sent representatives to at attend the 75th Union Day on
12 February.

Over the last six months, the RCSS has lost ground in Shan State north and south, and
speculation surrounds whether there might soon be an attack on the RCSS headquarters in
Loi Tai Leng as reported by a local media and also Asia Times quite recently.

This latest claim may be a result of an accidental clash between the RCSS and UWSA on 5
February, an incident said to have been quietly resolved but not made public.

SSPP GAIN

Uncertainty surrounds the aggressive stance of the SSPP. Generally, the SSPP and UWSA
have a long relationship from CPB days when the Wa were part of it and the SSPP part of the
pro-CPB alliance. Practically the two having adjacent adjoining territories and have to rely
on each other for their security.

While it can be argued where the directive to evict the RCSS comes from - whether they
were coming directly from the FPNCC or China directly - opting to implement it has
definitely empowered the SSPP and the TNLA militarily, according to keen observers of Shan
politics. Within a short span of a few years, both have grown tremendously in accumulation
and beefing up of their troops and armaments.

Some keen Shan observers claim the SSPP is just pretending with its “anti-RCSS stance” and
going along with the rhetoric to receive military hardware and ammunition to build up its
strength as an opportunity, as it abruptly abandoned the 2019 ceasefire with the RCSS and
made an about-turn without much credible reason.

But the SSPP also realizes that the Shan population is split into two and Shan unity is
seriously at stake, which the bulk of the Shan population bitterly against such divisiveness.

RCSS HUMILIATION
The RCSS military humiliation is due to two factors.

Firstly, is its inability to speedily resupply its troops in northern Shan State from its base in
the south at the Thai border, which is hundreds of kilometres away, affecting its troops
ability to confront its adversaries with limited firepower.

Secondly, its adversaries have ample firepower, made possible with support from the UWSA
and China.

Page 28 of 61



For now, the RCSS is licking its wounds and has been trying to shore up its deficit politically
by floating the idea of holding a Shan State Congress in the near future, making it known in
a statement on the 75th Shan National Day Anniversary on 7 February.

Parallel to it on the same day, the Shan State Preparatory Meeting (First Stage) was headed
and held by the RCSS.

The announcement stated the first stage meeting conference was held virtually from 3 to 7
February, with 93 persons from domestic and foreign Shan Sangha groups, civil society
organizations, people from various townships of Shan State, and RCSS council members

It also emphasized that all ethnic groups and all strata of the people of Shan State are
welcomed to help realize the goal of holding a Shan State Congress. The ultimate aim is to
find a common political base in order to build trust, unity, and resolve the problems of Shan
State together.

On 26 February, the RCSS issued another statement that it is temporarily shelving its
Committee for Shan State Unity (CSSU) membership, due to the Committee's inability to
resolve the conflict between the two Shan political parties and the two Shan armies.
Besides, it also cannot foster unity among ethnic groups within Shan State and is unable to
set clear and transparent political goals. Moreover, CSSU member representatives'
participation and decision-making rights are inadequate and not based on membership.

The irony is that RCSS took the lead to form the CSSU in October 2013, which included itself,
Shan State Progressive Party/Shan State Army (SSPP/SSA), Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy (SNLD) and Shan Nationalities Democratic Party (SNDP) and various Shan civil
society organizations.

Clearly, the RCSS is blaming the CSSU for its military setback and humiliation, because the
SNLD which has been depending on forging the Shan unity on CSSU lately is near to the SSPP
and also accepts the political lead of the SNLD at least formally in the past, even though this
cannot be said in actual political decision-making and implementation sense. For example,
the SNLD call to the SSPP to stop the armed conflict with the RCSS was never heeded.

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL?

Uncertainty surrounds the current power structure in north and south Shan State as the
RCSS licks its wounds and rumours circulate that the RCSS headquarters Loi Tai Leng may be
attacked, which is unlikely.

Will the conflict morph into a Cold War-like conflict, with China on one side and Thailand
plus the West on the other?

Probably not.

According to the expert with decades of experience in Shan and ethnic politics, Thailand
won't mind the Myanmar army's influence at its border, but certainly not the UWSA, which
it sees as China's expansionism knocking at its door.

Will the war go on unabated? Or are there whispers of a possible truth?
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From the beginning of March, the RCSS and SSPP fighting was said to have stopped
suddenly. Locals were said to be surprised that the two armies' soldiers when they met
were not shooting at each other, which wasn't quite normal.

One explanation was that the two are engaged in a series of secret meetings starting 20
February to 7 March. They are said to have already met twice since, to iron out problems
among themselves, that could mean from demarcation of territories to political outlook
adjustment to reaching a common understanding.

However, since both parties are tight-lipped and super-secretive, and nothing concrete has
been revealed, any hint of a light at the end of the tunnel should be viewed with caution.

CSSU Manifesto

Ironically, the goals of RCSS and the CSSU Manifesto, which was made public also on 75th
Shan National Day anniversary, are nearly identical.

The manifesto Declaration writes:

e We, the Committee for Shan State Unity, recognize and respect the identities of all
nationalities residing in the State.

e We shall work towards properly recognizing the rights to representation of
individuals who are the original owners of the State's sovereignty.

e We shall equally value and recognize all the nationalities residing in the State and
cooperate with them on matters that are mutually beneficial.

e We shall take approaches that are going to bring about free and peaceful living
conditions that encourages war-free, conflict-free competition.

e We shall work with all respective organizations / stakeholders to be able to
collectively design and adopt constitution of our State that guarantees basic human
rights, democratic rights, equality and rights to self-determination, ethnic, religious,
and cultural rights for all of the people of the state.

In closing it states:

e This manifesto envisions the dreams that the people of the State have for the future.

e The Committee for Shan State Unity extends our invitation to everyone who believes
in this manifesto. The Committee for Shan State Unity does not claim ownership of
this manifesto alone.

e Either individuals who believe in this manifesto or organizations that do are welcome
to cooperate with the Committee for Shan State Unity by implementing the polices
in respective areas in their own ways. And we hereby announce “the manifesto of
the Committee for Shan State Unity” and vow to find ways to discuss and negotiate
with the people and organizations that are yet to accept the manifesto in its entirety.

Even then, there is a faint hope that the two armies will come to terms and implement the
CSSU manifesto declaration in words and deed, so that the carnage and all the woes
surrounding the Shan State and its population all these years could be ended, including
blocking the ongoing proxy war.
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Civilians Cut Off By Northern Shan State Conflict Running Out Of Food
By SHAN - March 29, 2022

Nearly a thousand people are in need of food after fighting in Muse District in northern Shan
State forced them to flee their villages at short notice.

Mongkoe IDPs

According to a relief worker who requested
anonymity, over 800 civilians from 7 villages in
Mongkoe sub township have drained most of their
supplies and some are getting by on just one meal a
day. He said they’re being housed in churches and
monasteries in Mongkoe town.

To make matters worse, the many checkpoints around the town make it difficult for
volunteers to deliver supplies to the displaced villagers because they’re afraid of Burma
Army (BA) soldiers, who sometimes confiscate food and medicine and arrest people for no
apparent reason.

A man trying to bring rations for victims of the war told SHAN on condition of anonymity
that soldiers threatened him when his vehicle was stopped at a checkpoint. The source said
that the army was searching every vehicle and that very little food had reached the town
since last Saturday.

Another source, who also asked that his name not be published, said that most people in
the town are Kachin and Ta’ang sugarcane farmers affected by the conflict between the BA
and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, which has been ongoing since August
last year. As the border is currently closed, they also cannot export their sugar cane to
China.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24806

SNLD Challenges UEC Order For In-office Audit
By SHAN - March 29, 2022
UEC Chairman U Khin Maung Oo

The Shan Nationalities League for Democracy (SNLD) defied a
formal order from the military junta-appointed Union Election
Commission (UEC) inviting it to its office for an audit.

Last Thursday, Khin Maung Oo of the UEC threatened to take
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action against both the SNLD and the National League for Democracy (NLD) under Article 24
(c), (d) and (e) of the Political Parties Registration Law if their party members failed to make
an appearance by Sunday.

During a press conference in Naypyitaw he said: “The UEC members will hold a
management meeting after Armed Forces Day and we will make a decision.”

A letter demanding the parties’ participation in the audit was first sent on 9 March .

SNLD general secretary Sai Lek told SHAN that they will continue to abide by their party’s
policies and decisions made by its its central executive committee. He said that if the UEC
wanted to take legal action, that was their business, but they would not go to their office to
conduct the audit. Earlier, SNLD invited UEC to come to their office to review their financial
transactions.

“1 think they should reconsider if this is appropriate with the current political situation. If
they take action against us without carefully consideration, it won’t be good for all parties.”

In February, the UEC requested for all of the political parties to come to the UEC office to
report their party members and assets. Most NLD members are in prison or in hiding after
the military staged a coup more than a year ago.

In the 2020 elections, the SNLD won a majority of seats in Shan State. Many people in the
Shan community suspect the probe is a plot to prevent the party from contesting the next
elections that might be held under the regime.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24800
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