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C cro C O C Co@© O o C cC .C C C N ° Q °
ooc:eooc@,ﬁoom Z20QP: 00O6:Q 3¢ oooooooaoogfe@og (¢labl=tc e bI-RoJoH=tob ook
w&:00Em 6308 mdeantiemp ade[diesq
C C O C C C C Qo C OC N O CO Co Q Q
ec:mc:@wooogc 0OCOMCOON0 @c:ago?ms@msqb: § PO
C C C C C o C _C Q N o _¢C ’] C C C o Q °
©C3MCI0RC OOSOMCOMOHEQ[SDIV:ZY, OO @c; 009084 G P GVQs
C C C C Cre C C C C C Qo C OC \No C
ewoc:@cogc mo@o@:s’aemczmemmmg 0OCOMCOO0 YC:PIQ JO SOYP
G080
cC C C C\ [} Co @ 0O O \ ° \N @ 0 C o
SYPO0$:E0NCIM SOEPSONHMNYUIOD: PDF mypdcpanoy 20000, 6:4) 3200009
c O _CN\C C C o cCN € Q C cCN € Q °
o=§ec5]o?m<°>9 DOCMNCOMOYOC §) P:$¢ 60 PDF 000goC ® D: 0808
o ° Q C C _¢C Q ocC C C C
o:§ec5] G309 | PiZ: OOO0SC Qe®IC:gP: $OOMD :Do:)@oo
[o] o0 C cC o C c [of QO CO Co Q Q °
3:[81§ 0dc0mEBME:$:088: B3058054[B: 6 Breovad:
o _C C cC _¢C C cC o cocC
OQEPOOSEPCYPE CNOPIFOOOITICRCS qogo@oa@c
[of C cro C C C o C C C C C C Qo C N\ O CO Co
mc?omcomb[pgc 0206606, s'aooezgacj-)m@o?oe@ 0OSOMNCOO0Y, CMIMIG
00 C ° o [0}
BIHespigdosy
C C[.O, C O CN C C C o C Q o
ec:mo@,wwq_)mgogc 0OSOMNCOOI0M §) D:6DEQS
C C C [of C C C C o CN € C C °
OOFOOCONWPHEEE§, 0IMNOI: POSONCOMOYOC F26LNM RO SOYP GRS
C QC cC _C C C O CN C (o C
0OITNANO: MDOFOSMPIA0PC: o?mged]c: VOO cOP @ogx
°o N\ o OC Q@ _C C C C O0CO _C
G0PI0) @?ceq: olodoé 000 GMPIARM SMPMRCHMXD
C C N 0 OoC _¢C cC O C cC o C C
@@ezwm@gaeogo? $OHCro00Q), o)oemcoee']c:eemce@o
C C N C C cC O O C o C N (o]
@@ez@ms’agg’aoequz@g GC30p0P GOOMQPE$DNIY P30
cop adeagegepdeupcdad 0pdRoesag d:00p0308 $65Ees0Egadepduy
0O0e07e53286:32§2:03C $0m pRG e[plop:

Page 1 0of 70



3’3@5:@(739803@16@ @%mo%m&fé $c°:c°: Jo e(p_]% o%cﬁog%:
QOSE [8§$C Fp0p:a00d8deq:m 0030 O] sIc0Ad
[6$206006 crgj:op$:0005[8dem) 560D

pp$elopt: :260§m$0050059 NUCC c0or05d
[og C [og C C O[O0 _OC o [o] [og C _O [og
06005E 0050MBHYP:3 [30385E T2e0d§mEm wbBizadacd

C

C C C C cCO O_C C T oC [og N o (o
0bec0des, 3286:3257: OMHEPOY Bdopigdzeed oEqE:amizg ey 0)[0S
[og Cco o C @ _¢C (o~} c_¢C N (o) C C [og o
0demEB[emdemdecdst 2586323200q032¢ 327, e5[0pdedRE copad
co c_¢C N oOC @ Q o o C
2§58c3 32009032¢ gp:el ABOB:p3cd mE:0e5
C [og O _CN\ ocC o (o o Q [og [of C
KNU $05e[gz203€: 0305g32§$[0E 005 congzaedl vdemeomnd:st coilg$igiad
\. C ocC o C co o C o O CO
@S0y 0e[oPadERE 0deonEBeLUNS NP O[MDOIAY
e $3EBIDQYMIS:08
[og C o [of C o \. C oC C C o
00emEDEN mOLeHe50RE emMBISWD$:9|05udelgzacyt:
[og O CcCOo _C 0 C C
scos|opE:0305805¢ ()B36[6|epd
CcCO o O _CN\ [og CcC o C Q o [@ 00 _C C
Pod§-6006933: BHY 06607EB0O 6o B: apjad:[G: 05 BEd sy
mﬁe@ocﬁ@%e@oﬁe@

(o
(0a]]

KNU 006007 6 s0defgm adadgenzelomné crecontss| ogode[iiq
QogIE6e05 ULA/ AA $ NUG 32090500607603 8503
C C C cOoC C C C C Qo C C C
91€:[00 905 0mERE:] 6226225C 0bcmmEEMEZ|oP: 0deq:oEiwnes
Cro C C C ° C
0s0Wd[§|$0S KIA so0de[:emm0d [p30miqpiseandey e
o C C Q C C C
$90[0|50S qgp:eomEsd: 0dadY[8d
$:03: 00egpE 000 empP 02:56§0p> eqredlcdabes
°[O C CcC OocC C C o C C C C
e85 pees0B6 06607ES cwrdogt: ugRdigp: wesmEog:
Q o C o cCQ@ Ooc¢C C O °
Bedl[§|$05 zagjramiondd: §E:9E:8c008):

°

C C C C N\ C oC C C o _C C
CRJQ:EE@OQC: 88380730’)(8 @GEDC:E B8206000CPROOEC: QYOO ME$

Page 2 of 70



Public to Boycott Myanmar Junta's New Year Water Festival
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 March 2022

Myanmar could not celebrate Thingyan in 2020 and 2021 because of COVID-19 and military
rule but this year the regime is trying to bring the Burmese new year festival back to life.

Despite ongoing violence and airstrikes across the country, the regime is trying to create an
impression of stability.

The regime announced that it will allow the public to set up pavilions upon request and is
meeting on Wednesday to adopt guidelines for commercial pavilions.

Interviewees told The Irrawaddy they are in no mood to take part in what is traditionally the
country’s largest celebration amid violence and rising prices.

The regime is trying to organize Thingyan events in Naypyitaw, Yangon and Mandalay and
some major towns.

Thingyan events will follow COVID-19 regulations in Mandalay, reported the Mandalay Daily
and the Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) met last week to organize events.

Construction of Yangon’s mayor Thingyan pavilion, which is traditionally the city’s central
pavilion, began last week. No commercial pavilions have been erected in Yangon but the
junta-controlled Myanma Alin reported that a splash walk will be organized.

A YCDC official told The Irrawaddy: “The government has relaxed [COVID-19] restrictions
and is organizing a lively Thingyan festival so people can relax and relieve their distress from
COVID-19.”

Thingyan preparation meetings were held in Bago Region and Kachin State last week,
according to junta-controlled newspapers.

The Yangon event is likely to feature dance shows with junta newspapers inviting
applications from schools, government departments, amateur and traditional dance
groups.

The YCDC official said no singer and band has yet been hired to perform. Thingyan is
normally a source of income for performers.

A musician, who asked for anonymity, said he would not perform at any junta-organized
Thingyan event.

“If [the regime] wants to make the people happy, it should release the detainees,” he said.

Most of the electronic dance music pavilion organizers said they would not work with the
junta. Dance music is becoming increasingly popular at Thingyan.

“No organizers have plans to set up pavilions. The risk is very high. And many are aware that
it is not appropriate to run pavilions at this time,” said a music source.
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Singapore-based DJs Rave Republic recently canceled a performance at a junta-organized
Thingyan event in Naypyitaw after complaints from Myanmar.

Yangon has been hit by frequent bomb blasts and the regime has stepped up arrests of
young people it accuses of anti-regime activities.

Most young Yangon residents told The Irrawaddy they had no interest in any Thingyan event
organized by the regime.

“They want to give a false impression that the country is peaceful. Everyone knows it is not.
We denounce it. It is risky to participate in this festival. Anything could happen. We will not
participate,” said a Yangon resident.

Thingyan events were canceled in mid-April 2020 because of COVID-19 and last year the
military seized power in February meaning people stayed at home.

Revolutionary forces are urging people to boycott junta Thingyan events next month.

Fierce clashes continue in Chin, Karen and Kayah states and Magwe and Sagaing regions,
while guerilla attacks continue in Yangon, Mandalay, Naypyitaw and other cities.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Myanmar said on
March 23 that 502,600 people have been displaced by the fighting since last year’s coup.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/public-to-boycott-myanmar-juntas-new-year-
water-festival.html

Myanmar army to ‘accelerate’ operations in Sagaing with support of Pyu Saw Htee militias

Pro-military Pyu Saw Htee groups participated in army raids on villages, but a resistance
leader questions whether the members are junta supporters or forced recruits

Sa Thant Zin | Published on Mar 27, 2022

Tamoke village in Sagaing’s Khin-U township on the
morning of March 16 after a military raid (Supplied)

88 The junta’s armed forces plan to intensify their anti-
resistance activities in northwestern Myanmar’s
Sagaing Region with the help of allied militias, a
spokesperson for the coup regime said in a recent
press conference.

“We will be accelerating the implementation of a
defence system for the people by the people,” junta information officer Gen Zaw Min Tun
said in Naypyitaw on March 24.

Members of what locals call the “Pyu Saw Htee” groups—trained and armed by the
military—have been present during raids on villages in the region alongside Myanmar army
soldiers.
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During a meeting with army chief Min Aung Hlaing in February, Sagaing’s chief minister
Myat Kyaw said that more than 2,000 weapons had been distributed to a total of 77 such
militias in the region, according to leaked records from the discussion.

He also reportedly asked that the military council rally more civil servants to take part in
combat training.

Naga, a leader of a local defence force in Sagaing’s Pale Township, told Myanmar Now that
the Pyu Saw Htee groups were formed under military pressure and were not as populous or
its members are as committed as the junta has suggested.

“Those people are not taking up arms because they have any strong political opinions.
They’re only doing what the military is telling them to do because they’re scared of them,”
Naga told Myanmar Now.

“The military threatened to harm their families if they didn’t do their bidding. I've seen such
people myself,” he added.

Myanmar Now was unable to verify Naga’s claims about the Pyu Saw Htee network.

Junta spokesperson Zaw Min Tun said in the Naypyitaw press conference that the militias
were part of the “People Protection System,” but that the military could not guarantee its
members’ safety.

“No government of any country can provide 100 percent protection. We are trying our best
to keep peace, stability and rule of law,” he said.

In early March, the military council cut off internet access to all of Sagaing Region with the
exception of four cities in a move that locals and resistance forces speculated would be
followed by escalating army operations.

According to figures compiled by Data For Myanmar, which is monitoring human rights
abuses, nearly 2,500 civilian homes have been torched and destroyed by the military in
Sagaing since the coup in February last year.

The junta has repeatedly blamed the arson on the anti-coup People’s Defence Force (PDF),
which are backed by the shadow National Unity Government representing the
administration elected before the coup.

“They’re the ones who forcefully torched and destroyed houses and propagandised that it
was done by the army,” Zaw Min Tun said of the PDF at the recent press conference.

He suggested that the fires allegedly set by the resistance forces had also engulfed the
homes of supporters of the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) party.

“When there’s a fire in the village, it doesn’t matter if one is a military supporter or a NLD
[National League for Democracy] supporter, the house is going to get destroyed. The fire is
not going to skip one’s house just because they support the NLD,” he said.
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Local defence force leader Naga dismissed the general’s claims as baseless, and noted that
they were reminiscent of other allegations made by the military against groups to which it
has been opposed.

“They have killed countless people and destroyed countless houses and they still have the
guts to say blatant lies like this,” he said. “It’s just so childish that they are claiming we
destroyed our own houses. This is a method they’ve been using for years. They’'ve been
committing atrocities and putting the blame on revolutionary forces for decades.”

The army repeatedly accused the Rohingya community in Rakhine State of setting fire to
their own homes amid scorched earth military operations that forced some 700,000 people
to flee to neighbouring Bangladesh in 2017.

Myanmar continues to face genocide charges filed by Gambia in the International Court of
Justice in the Hague, Netherlands, over the country’s crimes against the Rohingya.

On March 21, American Secretary of State Anthony Blinken said in Washington DC that the
US recognised the Myanmar army’s atrocities against the Rohingya as a genocide.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-to-accelerate-operations-in-
sagaing-with-support-of-pyu-saw-htee-militias

Two defence force members killed trying to protect fleeing villagers in Sagaing

The men were monitoring the route of an approaching Myanmar army column when they
were intercepted by junta scouts, captured and shot

Thura Maung | Published on Mar 28, 2022

A displaced family living in a field in Khin-U Township,
Sagaing Region on March 15, due to ongoing fighting
(Supplied)

Two members of a village defence force were
captured, shot and killed by the Myanmar army while
guarding the community of Yar Taw in Sagaing
Region’s Khin-U Township last week, according to local

sources.

Thein Aye, 32, and Maung Aye, 40, both from Yar Taw, were scouting the route of an
approaching junta column on the morning of March 24 to protect other villagers who had
gone into hiding ahead of a military raid, a member of a local defence force in Khin-U
Township said.

“Both of them were gathering intel to ensure the safety of the villagers, but the military
column had also sent scouts themselves,” he explained. “They ran into the junta agents and
got shot and killed.”
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“[Thein Aye and Maung Aye] weren’t even going to attack the troops. They just wanted to
protect their villagers. They were just trying to find out where the column was heading,” the
defence force member added.

Ayadaw resident who fled when the military arrived in the area said that he saw the two
men being captured near the banks of the Muu River north of the village.

“I heard eight gunshots and then the military torched some motorcycles and smoke started
to rise. That was when | realised it was the two of them who went out to scout,” the man
said, adding that he did not see the soldiers kill Thein Aye and Maung Aye but later saw their
bodies.

“They were shot in the neck at close-range,” he told Myanmar Now, adding that the men
appeared to have been beaten in the head with rifle butts, and their legs were twisted and
broken.

Villagers cremated the men later that day, after the military column in question moved on
to the village of Pyin Htaung, also in Khin-U.

Some 30 junta troops and members of the Pyu Saw Htee militia have been occupying the
village since last September.

Junta soldiers set fires in seven different villages in Khin-U between March 5 and March 16
and destroyed at least 337 houses, according to records compiled by the Khin-U People's
Defence Force.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/two-defence-force-members-killed-trying-to-
protect-fleeing-villagers-in-sagaing

Over 100 Religious Buildings Destroyed by Myanmar Regime Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 March 2022

The Myanmar military regime has destroyed more than 100 Buddhist and Christian religious
buildings in resistance strongholds in the country’s northwest, heartland and southeast
since the coup last year.

Since late last year, the junta has conducted artillery and airstrikes on civilian areas in Chin
State and Sagaing and Magwe regions, as well as in Kayah State. It has been facing strong
resistance from local people in all those areas.

The regime’s attacks on civilian targets in predominantly Buddhist and Christian areas
haven’t spared religious buildings, in which people often taken shelter when clashes erupt.

In predominantly Christian Chin State, nearly 35 churches and 15 affiliated buildings were
destroyed in junta attacks between February 2021 and January 2022, according to the Chin
Human Rights Organization.
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The Queen of Peace Church in Kayah State is seen
in June 2021 after being damaged by junta
shelling. / Karenni Nationalities Defense Force-
KNDF

In mostly Christian Kayah State in southeastern
Myanmar, about 12 churches were destroyed in
the same period, the Karenni Human Rights Group
said.

In May last year, the regime forces’ continuous
shelling of the Sacred Heart Church in Kayah State’s capital Loikaw killed four people taking
shelter there, not to mention causing damage to the religious building. The junta’s claim
that the building harbored resistance fighters was largely denied by people there. The attack
prompted Myanmar’s Cardinal Charles Maung Bo to request that the regime refrain from
targeting religious buildings.

But the regime forces ignored the cardinal’s request, shelling one of the main churches in
Kayah State’s Demoso Township, the Queen of Peace Church, on June 6.

A Karenni Christian leader said the regime had shelled churches even during times when
there was no fighting between junta and resistance forces. Sometime it attacked religious
buildings located away from the combat areas, he said.

S8 The Queen of Peace Church in Kayah State is
seen in June 2021 after being damaged by junta
shelling. / Karenni Nationalities Defense Force-
KNDF

“They are attacking the churches intentionally to
suppress the spirit of Christian people by
attacking their sacred churches. | condemn their
bad intentions,” he said, speaking on condition
of anonymity for security reasons.

Thantlang has been the worst-affected area in Chin State in Myanmar’s northwest, suffering
artillery and arson attacks by the regime 26 times since September last year, forcing
residents to desert the town. During the attacks, a Chin pastor was shot dead and his
wedding ring cut from his finger by Myanmar junta soldiers when he went outside to help
put out fires caused by the military’s shelling. Aerial pictures of the smoldering town with
smoke snaking upward to the sky shocked the world. Three churches in the town caught on
fire on Oct. 29 alone.

On Nov. 1, Washington condemned the Myanmar junta’s horrific use of violence in Chin
State.

The targeting of churches in Kayah and Chin states reflects the regime’s frustration at not
being able to assert control in the states despite almost 10 months of intense fighting
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against Karenni and Chin resistance fighters, during which the regime has resorted to using
airstrikes and heavy weapons including artillery.

The Sacred Heart Church in Kayah State’s capital
Loikaw is seen in May 2021 after being
destroyed by junta shelling that killed four
people. / Supplied

Additionally, the regime’s forces—who have
vowed to protect Buddhism—have destroyed
and launched arson attacks on Buddhist

monasteries, especially in Sagaing and Magwe
3 i?glﬁ”cfxggf' regions, two strongholds of anti-regime armed
resistance in Myanmar’s heartland.

Based on media reports, at least 30 Buddhist monasteries in Sagaing Region and 20 in
Magwe Region, which are predominantly Buddhist regions, have been destroyed, raided
and looted by regime soldiers since April last year.

During clearance operations in the areas where they suspect locals of harboring resistance
forces, junta troops have used heavy weapons and conducted arson attacks on monasteries,
as well as destroying property and stealing valuables while quartered in the buildings.

Early this month, as many as six people died when the monastery they were sheltering in
was shelled in Latpandaw Village in Sagaing Region’s Yinmabin Township.

The same township suffered the regime’s brutality in late February when soldiers raided
Chin Phone Village’s monastery and detained over 80 primary schoolchildren as human
shields for 36 hours.

A burned Buddha statue is seen in
Thapyayaye Village, Yinmabin Townnship, Sagaing
Region. / Yinmabin True News Information Group

“When the abbot of the monastery tried to
negotiate with the regime forces, they pointed a
gun at the monk and wouldn’t let him out of the
monastery,” a villager recalled.

The regime forces turned the Buddhist monastery
into an interrogation center and tortured and
killed nine people including a 19-year-old woman, and stole 50 million kyats donated to the
monastery by villagers.

U Waryama, a striking Buddhist monk and member of the Spring Revolution Sangha
Network, said that while the regime made a lot of noise about protecting and promoting
Buddhism, it never failed to show its true colors whenever its power was challenged.
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“They build pagodas and monasteries to show they are the guardians of Buddhism but will
not hesitate to kill monks if they pose a threat to their power,” the monk said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-100-religious-buildings-destroyed-by-
myanmar-regime-forces.html

Battles persist along border between Chin State and Magway Region in northwestern
Myanmar

Local resistance forces have been attacking junta forces with makeshift explosives and
mortars as the troops move through Kyaukhtu and Saw townships

Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 28, 2022

A Saw PDF member prepares to fire a handmade
mortar (Saw PDF)

Clashes have been breaking out almost daily between
anti-junta defence forces and the Myanmar army for
nearly a week in Saw and Kyaukhtu townships in
Magway Region, members of the resistance said.

The townships border Kanpetlet and Mindat in Chin
State, and have been the site of “continuous” fighting since March 20, when an alliance of
defence forces from the surrounding areas attacked a junta column of some 50 troops
operating in the forest in the Laung Shey village tract in Saw.

The guerrilla fighters used handmade mortar shells and explosive devices, according to an
information officer from the Saw People’s Defence Force (PDF), who claimed that five junta
soldiers were killed in the incident.

Chin State and Magway Region as seen on the map

- “The junta column passing through the woods was
ambushed,” he said, adding that they had been

”;.‘. travelling from a military factory six miles south of
Laung Shey and returned to Saw town the following
afternoon.

He added that another clash took place on March 23 in
Kyaukhtu, which borders both Mindat and Kanpetlet in
Chin State. The PDF in Kyaukhtu reported that the
battle broke out at 1pm with a junta artillery unit
made up of around 90 soldiers who were heading from the township’s administrative centre
toward Shwe Aung Thar, where there is a military base.

Wai La, a battalion commander within the Kyaukhtu PDF, said that his forces fired at least
one handmade 60mm shell, and there were multiple casualties on the junta’s side.
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Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify the resistance forces’ reports of junta
casualties during the series of clashes.

The column spent the night in the village of Kyi, and left for Shwe Aung Thar the following
morning. While there, they reportedly ransacked the community, which had been deserted.

“The people of the village had already fled, so they broke into houses, stole valuable items
and killed and ate the chickens before they left today,” Wai La said on March 24.

Only on that day was there no battle in the townships, members of the Saw and Kyaukhtu
PDFs said.

They claimed that their groups did not suffer any casualties in the week of fighting.
Junta officials have not commented on the battles in Saw and Kyaukhtu.

Frequent clashes have been taking place along the road that connects Magway’s Kyaukhtu
with Mindat, and further, Matupi in Chin State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/battles-persist-along-border-between-chin-state-
and-magway-region-in-northwestern-myanmar

Airstrikes Continue After Myanmar Junta Suffers Heavy Losses
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 March 2022

Myanmar’s military continues using helicopters to attack villages near the Thai border in
Myawaddy Township where its troops are suffering heavy losses.

Daily fighting has continued in the Karen State border district for months amid heavy junta
reinforcements, artillery and airstrikes.

An estimated 61 junta soldiers were killed and weapons seized in Myawaddy Township on
Sunday, according to Cobra, a resistance group fighting alongside the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA).

Junta troops were ambushed in Waw Lay near the Lay Kay Kaw new town on Sunday
morning and lasted all day.

The resistance forces suffered no casualties, despite junta airstrikes, the group said.

Two airstrikes were carried out on Sunday on Kler Doh village in Kawkareik Township, which
is held by the Karen National Union (KNU), while Myanmar marked its 77th Armed Forces
Day.

Airstrikes were carried out in the south of the township on Friday and Saturday, damaging
civilian homes.

Two fighter jets also dropped four bombs in Day Pu Noh village in KNU territory in Papun
district, destroying homes.
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Around 150,000 civilians have been displaced in Karen State, according to the International
Karen Organization (IKO).

“The military’s indiscriminate bombing of civilian targets violate international law,
constituting war crimes and crimes against humanity and there must be accountability,”
said the IKO on Monday.

The Myawaddy-Kawkareik road, a major border trade highway, was closed on Sunday
because of the fighting.

Six Brigade of the KNLA, the KNU’s armed wing, which controls part of Myawaddy Township,
urged residents on Saturday not to use the road.

A KNLA letter said the junta ignored demands to stop sending reinforcements, harassing the
public and not deploy troops in southern Kawkareik and Lay Kay Kaw.

Instead, the regime was using the Myawaddy-Kawkareik and Myawaddy-Waw Lay roads to
attack resistance forces, it said.

“The KNLA, our allies and the KNU’s Kawkareik Township administration request people to
temporarily stop using the road,” said the letter.

On Monday, a man in his 50s was killed when the vehicle he was in was shot on the
Myawaddy-Kawkareik highway on Sunday morning, according to the White Pearl social
relief group in Kawkareik.

Another vehicle was hit near the same spot on Monday morning.

Fighting has intensified in the area and witnesses said it was hard to identify which side
fired. Junta troops are also staging ambushes on the road, said a resident.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/airstrikes-continue-after-myanmar-junta-suffers-
heavy-losses.html

Myanmar military marks Armed Forces Day with airstrike on Karen territory
Junta forces bomb the same targets in Karen State two years in a row

Khin Nyein Chan | Published on Mar 28, 2022

A house destroyed by a Myanmar army bomb on
March 27 (Mutraw News)

The military attacked villages in Karen State’s
Mutraw District—known in Burmese as Hpapun—
from the air in the early hours of Sunday, which
was also the junta’s Armed Forces Day, according
to a statement released by the Karen National
Union (KNU).
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The area is under the control of Brigade 5 of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the
KNU’s armed wing.

Some four bombs were dropped from two fighter jets at around 2am on the village of
Daybunoh in Mutraw’s Luthaw Township at around 2am. A former high school compound
was hit—the same site that was struck from the air in an attack on Armed Forces Day in
2021. The village of Htee Lay Kwi, also in Luthaw, was also hit.

Several homes were destroyed in the airstrike, but were reportedly empty of residents at
the time of the assault.

The KNU is reportedly still investigating the extent of the damage.

Myanmar Now tried to contact Brigade 5 spokesperson Saw Kler Doh for further comment
on the attack, but the calls went unanswered.

Last year’s junta bombings of Brigade 5 villages followed the KNLA seizure of a Myanmar
army base in the Thee Mu Hta area of Mutraw earlier that day. The subsequent air attacks
killed an estimated 20 civilians, wounded more than 40, and displaced tens of thousands of
people, many initially across the nearby border to Thailand.

Also targeted last year were villages in KNLA’s Brigade 3, Kler Lwee Htoo District, known as
Nyaunglebin in Burmese, in Bago Region.

Myanmar army surveillance aircraft, including a helicopter, were seen over Mei Wei village
tract in Kler Lwee Htoo’s Dwelo Township last Friday, according to the KNU’s news
department in Brigade 5. KNLA soldiers claimed to have shot at the helicopter, reportedly
damaging its engine, but did not bring the aircraft down.

Clashes have been breaking out regularly between the KNLA and the junta’s forces in
Mutraw District throughout March, as well as in other parts of Karen State and Bago
Region.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-marks-armed-forces-day-with-
airstrike-on-karen-territory

The shadows of Shan refugees in Thailand

By Sai Wansai |

When speaking about Shan refugees in Thailand it
is impossible to leave out the migrants, legal,
illegal, asylum seekers and last but not least the
stateless without proper documentation from
Shan State.

Before the massive exodus of the 1990s due to the
Myanmar Army or Tatmadaw's scorched earth
' operations to root out the Shan from central Shan
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State, there were already Shan or Tai living along the Thai-Shan border in Thailand, such as
in Mae Hong Son, Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai.

To date, Shan sources based in Thailand conservatively estimate that the Shan migrant
population is about one million, which represents about a third of the overall three million
refugees and migrants from other Myanmar's ethnic states like Mon, Karen, Karenni, and
Tanintharyi Region, including Bamar among others.

THREE CATEGORIES OF MIGRANTS

According to "Non-Military Transnational Networks of Armed Group: RCSS/SSA (Restoration
Council of Shan State/Shan State Army) in Burma and Shan NGOs in Thailand", written by
Hideyuki Okano, Journal of Human Security Studies, Special Issue 2020-1:

“Some of the Shan people moved to present Thailand from present Burma before the two
countries were established as a modern nation-state. It is recorded that Chao Kaeo
Muang,prince of Chiang Mai, sent a survey team in 1831, which found settlements of Shan
in the present province of Mae Hong Son. The flow of migrants to this area continues to this
day. While the oldergenerations of migrants assimilated into Thailand — acquiring Thai
citizenship, receiving formal education, and working legally — newer generations of migrants
do not. In the 1990s and the early 2000s, large numbers of Shan people were displaced from
Burma into Thailand due to deterioration of their living conditions resulting from the civil
war. From the later 2000s to the present, migrants are more likely to go to Thailand seeking
jobs. Nowadays, these newcomers populate low-paying sectors in Thailand, especially in the
northern area, working illegally or with work permits as foreign labourers. One study shows
that the Shan occupy one sixth of the population of 1.2 million people in the town of Chiang
Mai.”

As such, the refugees or migrants may be categorized as early settlers before modern states
were established; refugees fleeing the civil war in Burma in the 1990s; and from 2000s to
the present immigration of the people from Shan State out of security concerns because of
the armed clashes and for pure livelihood and economic reasons, or both.

It is extremely hard to come up with a concrete Shan refugee and migrant count as the
fluctuation is high because many migrants also return back to their homestead after a few
years for various reasons.

But according to a 13 October 2021 Bangkok Post report: “It was reported that 2.3 million
regular migrant workers from Myanmar lived in Thailand in 2019. The real number is
estimated to be higher because this estimate failed to include the number of irregular
migrant workers. Myanmar migrant workers also generated USS$2.8 billion in remittances,
equivalent to more than 4% of Myanmar's GDP.”

How many of the migrants entering Thailand from southern Shan State are working in
Thailand or fleeing the civil war to become permanent refugees is hard to fathom.

According to "MIGRATION IN SOUTHERN SHAN STATE: CHARACTERISTICS AND OUTCOMES",
written by Eaindra Theint Theint Thu, Khun Moe Htun, and Ben Belton, in Research Paper
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136, Food Security Policy Research Papers, July 2019, funded by USAID and various
countries:

“Migration is a common phenomenon in southern Shan. Nearly one in three households
(31%) have a household member who has ever migrated. At the time of the survey, 14% of
households had a migrant and 7% of individuals of working age were migrating. However,
southern Shan has developed as a migrant sending area less rapidly than other areas of the
country.”

Migrant flows began to increase rapidly from 2009. Six times more individuals migrated for
the first time in 2017 than in 2009.”

Thailand is the most common destination for migrants from southern Shan and eighty-eight
percent of current international migrants work in Thailand, according to the research paper.

CURRENT SITUATION

The actual situation on the ground in the aftermath of the February military coup last year
by the Burmese military junta is summed up by a knowledgeable, well-informed Shan
source as follows.

e The Shan refugee figure, which is said to be about 300,000 is an estimation
mentioned by Shan Human Rights Foundation and Shan Women Action Network in
their “Licence to Rape” report from 1996-98, may not reflect the real present
situation.

e The recent Shan refugees fleeing the Tatmadaw and ethnic armed organizations
(EAOs) and as well the inter-ethnic armed conflicts are considered by the Thai
authorities as migrant workers and often harassed and jailed without receiving any
proper help from any quarters.

e According to an illegal immigrant who has applied for a temporary passport called a
Certificate of Identification (Cl) in 2016, there were 66,000 applicants for some form
of ID only in the city of Chiang Mai. This didn't include other document holders, like
pink cards (Displaced Person with Burmese Nationality ID Cards); green cards with
red line framing (Highlander’s Survey Cards); Myanmar passport holders who had
overstayed and so on. After six years the migrant count may have multiplied many-
fold.

e Five IDP camps along Thai-Shan border and one refugee camp are now not aided and
recognized by UN and since 2017, have some 6,000 displaced people.

e The recent Shan refugees fleeing the civil war waged between the Tatmadaw and
EAOs; and as well inter-ethnic armed conflict and brotherly war between the two
Shan armies of RCSS and SSPP, that came through uncontrolled border passes, were
unable to be absorbed into the Thai labour market and are facing real hardships to
survive at present. The Thai farming sector which relies on fruit export markets like
China and EU were said to be scaling back due to coronavirus pandemic and this in
turn affected the labour market severely.
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e Besides, the Shan, Palaung or Ta'ang and the Pa-O ethnic groups were also fleeing
the civil war. The Palaung or Ta'ang from northern Shan State fleeing the inter-ethnic
conflict between the RCSS and TNLA, including to avoid the forced recruitment into
the latter's army. The Pa-Os were said to be having difficulties to enter Thailand
lately due to the prohibition of the Tatmadaw manning the Salween River crossing in
Takaw and Tasang. The Pa-O National Organization (PNO) headed by Aung Kham Hti
is allied with the Myanmar Army and could have asked the latter to block the Pa-Os
seeking to flee the civil war from leaving the country.

TROUBLED PILOT PROJECT

Resettlement plans for displaced people in Myanmar have been limited and problematic, in
part due to recent fighting.

Unlike the Karen relocation plan funded by The Nippon Foundation which has built some
100 houses at Lay Kay Kaw Village for conflict-affected people in Southeast Myanmar, Karen
State and handed over in March 2017 to the Karen National Union (KNU) and Karen Peace
Council (KPC), for the Shan refugees there is no such concrete plan, only a pilot project that
went astray.

However, Lay Kay Kaw Village which is supposed to be a sanctuary for the Karen refugees
was attacked by the Myanmar Army in November 2021 accusing that the KNU harboured
the People's Defence Force (PDF) of National Unity Government (NUG), its rival opposition.

“An indication that the Burmese authorities are not expecting refugees to return anytime
soon is the fact that a pilot housing project in Mong Hta for returning refugees is now
occupied by Burmese government staff,” according to the Shan State Refugee Committee
(SSRC) - Thai Border report of 23 May 2019.

Mong Hta, 20 kilometres from the Thai border in south-west Mongton township, was
formerly a Shan village in Mong Tai Army (MTA) territory, which prospered from lying on a
busy trading route between the Salween River and the Thai border crossing of Lak Taeng.

After the MTA surrendered at the end of 1995, the Burma Army took over Mong Hta,
causing most

of the original inhabitants to flee. When the RCSS/SSA then set up camps along the adjacent
border areas, Mong Hta became an important Burma Army frontline stronghold against the
RCSS/SSA.

It thus appeared to be a significant concession from the Burmese government in the
RCSS/SSA’s Union-level ceasefire agreement in January 2012: “To allow RCSS/SSA
headquarters in Homein sub-township and Mong Hta sub-township.” (Ho Mein/Mong was
the former MTA HQ area, about 60 kilometres west of Mong Hta).

However, this agreement was never honoured. The Burma Army never retreated from
Mong Hta or Ho Mong, and RCSS/SSA was only allowed a small liaison office in Mong Hta.
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Despite this, attempts were made by the Burmese authorities to persuade refugees in
Thailand to return to Mong Hta. In mid-2012, the Norwegian Refugee Council (working
under the Myanmar

Peace Support Initiative) visited Koung Jor refugee camp on the northern Chiang Mai

border, and informed the camp leader they were planning to fund a pilot housing project for
90 refugees to return to Mong Hta. In July 2013, the Koung Jor camp leader was informed by
the military commander in Mong Taw that new housing was being built for returning
refugees in Mong Hta. Soon afterwards, some Burmese policemen from Tachileik visited the
refugee camp, and asked if the refugees wanted to return to Mong Hta.

Since then, about 20 houses, a new school and a hospital have been built in Mong Hta.
However, no refugees have dared to return, due to fear of the Burma Army — whose IB 244
camp lies only about 400 meters from the new housing--- and of the landmines strewn
around the area.

Today, the pilot refugee housing project is occupied by Burmese government staff working
in Mong Hta.

RELUCTANCE TO RETURN HOME

Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust, based in the UK released a Burma Report titled, “No Funding,
No Food and No Safe Return - End of Funding Leaves Shan People Facing Starvation”, on
January 2018, outlining four reasons why Shan refugees and IDPs living in camps along the
Thai-Burma border are unable to return home.

They are 1. Ongoing Burma Army expansion in Shan State; 2. Ongoing attacks and human
rights violations by the Burma Army; 3. Original villages lie derelict or have been occupied;
and 4. Threat of permanent loss of lands from mega-projects.

To No. 1: “Since the 1996-1998 forced relocation in central Shan State, the number of
Burma Army troops has expanded hugely in the relocated areas. In 2011, the Burma Army
set up its 14th Regional Command — the Central Eastern Command —in Kho Lam, Namzarng
township, right in the centre of the 1996-1998 forced relocation area. Formerly a small
village with one Burma Army battalion, Kho Lam has become a huge military installation
with 27 battalions,” the report says.

To No. 2: The continued armed clashes between the RCSS and Burma Army was mentioned
even though the former has signed a ceasefire agreement in 2011 and later the nationwide
ceasefire agreement in October 2015. The Burma Army has also continued to commit gross
human rights violations against civilians in ceasefire areas, including extrajudicial killing,
torture, and sexual violence, which was well documented by SHRF.

To No. 3: “Over 1,400 villages were forcibly relocated by the Burma Army between 1996-
1998 and hundreds now no longer exist as villagers have not dared return. Houses and
temples have fallen derelict, and lands are either overgrown or have been taken over by the
Burma Army and their allied militia. For instance, the township of Murng Nai — one of eleven
townships where forced relocation took place — used to have a total of 224 villages before
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1996. Today, according to official township immigration lists, only 83 villages remain (of
which 27 are “new” villages), indicating that 168 villages have been completely erased,” the
report writes.

To No. 4: “Refugees from areas where the Burmese government has planned large
hydropower dams or mining projects will lose their homes if these projects go ahead.” They
are for example, the giant Tasang (now called Mong Ton dam) on the Salween River, a joint
venture with Thai and Chinese companies for export of power to Thailand, of which nearly
50,000 people were forcibly

relocated from this area in 1996-1998 and if the dam goes ahead, many will never be able to
return home. Similarly, the large lignite mine and coal fired power plant project planned by
the Burmese military-owned Myanmar Economic Corporation and Italian-Thai Power
Company in Mong Kok, Mong Hsat Township, will make the entire tract, with over 1,000
Shan, Lahu and Akha residents, uninhabitable.

To add to these four points, the ongoing countrywide civil war which also affects the Shan
State, and has seen an uptick since the 2021 coup, will discourage IDPs and refugees from
returning home.

Moreover, the brotherly war between the two Shan armies, RCSS and Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP); and the inter-ethnic conflict war between the RCSS and three EAO members
SSPP, Ta'ang National Liberation Army, and UWSA have made the population at large lose
their orientation as to which group they should support.

One thing is for sure — all the ethnic groups in Shan State have suffered physically,
economically and mentally, many forced to pay taxes, serve as cannon fodder, and also to
bear the agony of war.

There should be little surprise that the displaced — whether IDPs or refugees — are in no rush
to return home.

DIRE SITUATION

The Shan displaced are like shadows — hiding out in-country or under uncertain immigrant
status abroad — numbering a million or more.

There is only one refugee camp called Kong Jor, not even officially recognized, with a few
hundred inhabitants — a forgotten settlement that has not received international help since
2017 due to the false belief back then that Myanmar was peaceful and a ceasefire had been
signed.

The bulk of the displaced can be found maintaining a low profile working as stateless cheap
labourers in Thailand's cities such as Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Mae Sai and Bangkok.

Given the difficulties in the Shan people’s homeland, a return is not on the cards.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/shadows-shan-refugees-thailand
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Myanmar Rights Groups Urge Red Cross Probe of Junta Violence Against Political Prisoners
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 March 2022

Myanmar rights groups have called on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
to probe human rights violations in the country’s jails and the use of sexual violence against
political prisoners.

Led by the LGBT Alliance Myanmar, 18 rights groups have urged the ICRC to visit prisons
where detained LGBTIQ women and men are subjected to violence and sexual harassment.

One member of an anti-regime group in Yangon said: “We heard that LGBTIQ people were
tied to posts, stripped and had their genitals hit with a rattan stick, while [junta officials]
spoke vulgar language. They were called ‘a-chauk’ [gay] and reportedly raped. And women
reportedly had their genitals stamped on with military boots.”

Prison authorities are also committing other forms of human rights violations, especially
targeting political prisoners who continue to show their opposition to the military regime
while in jail. They have reportedly been placed in solitary confinement and denied visits by
relatives. They have also been subjected to beatings by inmates imprisoned for crimes and
denied medical treatment.

N Shar Sit Zaw from the LGBT Alliance Myanmar said: “The regime will continue to commit
such violence. But we hope that pressure from various groups will discourage violence
against our comrades in prison and promote their fundamental rights. So we are asking
rights groups outside the country to do what they can.”

Light Behind Bars campaign poster.
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=% ;}; @ IIII While human rights violations are now widespread in
Hool:ondo

Myanmar since last year’s coup, rights abuses in prisons
take place in the shadows, said the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP). The prison
authorities are the junta’s stooges and are tormenting
political prisoners in various ways, added the AAPP.

Anti-regime groups have launched a petition, requesting
that the ICRC and other concerned international agencies
put pressure on the regime to allow prison visits. Over
200,000 signatures are needed for the online petition.

The LGBT Alliance Myanmar is organizing a two-week online campaign called ‘Light Behind
Bars’ to push the ICRC to help stop violence in prisons.

The civilian National Unity Government’s Ministry of Women, Youths and Children Affairs,
LGBT communities and students from Yangon and Mandalay are involved in organizing the
campaign.

A petition with signatures from the people will be a big boost for political prisoners who are
fighting against degrading treatment in prisons, said campaign organizers.
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In December, the ICRC announced that the junta had rejected its numerous requests to visit
prisons. The ICRC has not been able to visit jails in Myanmar since the COVID-19 pandemic
hit the country in 2020.

ICRC resident representative to Myanmar Stephan Sakalian met the regime’s international
cooperation minister U Ko Ko Hlaing on March 22, according to a junta media report. The
report mentioned nothing about prison abuses, saying only that the two exchanged views
on the potential of further cooperation between Myanmar and the ICRC and ICRC
humanitarian assistance to Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-rights-groups-urge-red-cross-probe-of-
junta-violence-against-political-prisoners.html

Monument to killed military supporters unveiled

By Mizzima | 28 March 2022

A total of 1,327 Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) party members and supporters have been
killed since the military coup, said Than Htay, the
chairman of the military-aligned USDP as he unveiled a
monument honouring party members killed since the
coup.

The unveiling ceremony was held in Naypyidaw on the
morning of Saturday 26 March, the day before the Armed Forces Day celebrations.

"In some towns and villages, (pro-junta) militia groups have been formed and armed. We
have to work with them and take care of our own safety", Than Htay said.

Than Htay said that People’s Defence Forces (PDFs) formed by the shadow National Unity
Government (NUG) and the Committee Representing the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) were
responsible for the deaths and other damage.

He said that 34 party offices had been destroyed, more than 200 party members’ and
supporters’ houses had been set on fire and more than 600 supporters had fled to safer
areas.

The inscription on the memorial monument said that the USDP and the deceased’s family
members were all deeply saddened by the deaths that were a result of the dangerous
situation caused by the NLD’s desire for power.

In the 2020 general election, the NLD and the USDP contested almost all constituencies. The
NLD won 920 constituencies and the USDP won just 71.

The USDP and the military repeatedly complained that the NLD won because of vote-rigging,
and the military seized power on 1 February 2021, citing voter list irregularities.
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Junta troops and armed groups destroyed more than 7,700 houses from the military coup
on 1 February 2021 until 8 March 2022, according to the Data for Myanmar research group.

A total of 832 NLD party members have been arrested since the military coup, and 645 party
members, including party chairwoman Aung San Suu Kyi, remain in detention, the NLD said
on 18 March.

A total of 16 NLD members, including a member of parliament, were tortured and killed
during interrogations or because of inadequate access to health care in prisons, according to
the NLD statement.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/monument-killed-military-supporters-unveiled

Myanmar military vows to crush terrorist groups and their supporters until peace and
stability is restored: SAC chairman

PUBLISHED 27 MARCH 2022

The Myanmar military will crack down on the terrorist groups killing civilians and health,
education and administrative personnel and threatening the life security of the people
wishing to live in peace and the organizations aiding and abetting them until the peace and
stability is restored without discussing or negotiating with them, said Chairman of the State
Administration Council and Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing.

He made the comment during a speech at the parade of the 77th Anniversary Armed Forces
Day held in Nay Pyi Taw today.

“Our military has to be cracking down on the internal insurgency and terrorism. We will not
meet or negotiate with the terrorist groups who are unreasonably killing civilians and
health, education and administrative personnel and threatening the life security of the
peace-loving people and the organizations aiding and abetting them. We will be crushing
them until the peace and stability is restored. | want to say that the governments and
militaries in global countries do not usually meet and discuss with any terrorist
organization,” the Senior General said.

He warned the ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) not to support acts of terrorism and the
terrorist organizations and to live within the framework of law. He also called for the
cultivation of Union spirit and the ultimate aim of establishing a Union based on democracy
and federalism.

“I solemnly vow that the military will protect the interests of all the citizens without
accepting any act to harm the Our Three Main National Causes. We will pay attention to
ending the armed conflict for lasting peace,” Senior General Min Aung Hlaing added.

He said Myanmar had the armed organizations that emerged before and after the country’s
independence due to their differences in politics, ethnicity and ideology as well as those
that emerged after the transition to multi-party democracy in 2011 and those that emerged
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after the 2020 elections. The ongoing terrorist acts are the legacy of the EAOs, he pointed
out.

“The military will hold talks with both signatories and non-signatories to the nationwide
ceasefire agreement (NCA) without preconditions, except for the terrorist groups and their
supporters,” the Senior General said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-military-vows-to-crush-terrorist-groups-and-
their-supporters-until-peace-and-stability

Myanmar army says will 'annihilate' coup opponents on Armed Forces Day

By AFP | 27 March 2022

Myanmar military Commander-in-Chief Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing (L) participates in a parade during
the 77th Armed Forces Day in Naypyidaw, Myanmar,
27 March 2022. EPA-EFE/NYEIN CHAN NAING

Myanmar's junta will "annihilate" coup opponents,
army chief Min Aung Hlaing said Sunday as the

\j =T1— AN B military staged a show of force on the anniversary of
its bloodiest crackdown so far on democracy protests.

Myanmar has been in chaos since a putsch in February 2021, with more than 1,700 people
killed in crackdowns on dissent, according to a local monitoring group.

Across Myanmar "People's Defence Force" fighters -- often armed with homemade or
rudimentary weapons -- clash regularly with junta troops, with some analysts suggesting the
military has struggled to respond effectively to their hit-and-run tactics.

Fighting has also flared with more established ethnic rebel groups along the Thai and
Chinese borders.

Presiding over the annual parade that showcased tanks, truck-mounted missiles, artillery
and troops on horseback, Min Aung Hlaing told about 8,000 assembled security personnel
that the army would not let up.

The military will "no longer negotiate... and annihilate until the end" groups fighting to
overturn its rule, he said ahead of the Armed Forces Day procession in army-built capital
Naypyidaw.

Jets flew overhead trailing the yellow, red and green of the national flag, while state media
showed women lining the streets leading to the parade ground to give flowers and place
garlands on the marching soldiers.

In commercial hub Yangon around a dozen anti-junta flashmob protesters set off flares and
shouted slogans, according to footage posted on social media.
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Others on social media called for residents to switch off their lights at home in a national
"power strike" on Sunday evening.

- Bloodiest Day —

Armed Forces Day commemorates the start of local resistance to the Japanese occupation
during World War 11, and usually features a military parade attended by foreign officers and
diplomats.

Last year, as new junta chief Min Aung Hlaing inspected the parade, troops brutalised those
protesting the coup that had ousted Aung San Suu Kyi's government.

The violence was the bloodiest day in the military's crackdown on democracy rallies and left
around 160 protesters dead, according to a local monitoring group, sparking widespread
international condemnation.

The junta has become increasingly isolated, with Cambodian strongman Hun Sen the only
foreign leader to visit since the putsch.

On Sunday Min Aung Hlaing accused unnamed "foreign aggressors" of working against the
military and called for the armed forces to remain united against "internal and external
mischiefs".

Russia's vice defence minister -- a major arms supplier and ally -- had been due to attend
this year's parade but was unable to because of his "country's affairs", junta spokesman Zaw
Min Tun added.

In February a UN expert on Myanmar said Russia -- along with other major ally China -- was
continuing to supply the military with weapons, including fighter jets and armoured
vehicles.

The EU and the United States -- among others including Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
and the UK -- called for the army to "cease its violence and restore Myanmar's path to
democracy".

The joint statement also urged nations to "immediately" end the sale or transfer of arms
and military equipment to the country.

It follows the United States and Britain's announcement of new sanctions against
Myanmar's army Friday.

The measures came days after the US said it had concluded that the country's military
committed genocide against the mostly Muslim Rohingya minority.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-army-says-will-annihilate-coup-opponents-
armed-forces-day
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Myanmar Junta Chief’s Demands for Unity Expose Rifts: Observers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 March 2022

Amid numerous military defections, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing urged his personnel to
maintain unity during his Armed Forces Day speech in Naypyitaw on Sunday.

“Unity within the organization is pivotal,” the regime leader reminded his subordinates. He
said the armed forces are under domestic and international attack.

“Foreign invaders and self-interested political forces are trying to disintegrate our
Tatmadaw [military] in various ways,” Min Aung Hlaing said. “l urge military personnel and
their families to embrace comradeship and live in harmony.”

Min Aung Hlaing also called for those who oppose his rule to be wiped out and said there
would be no negotiations with them.

Observers and defectors said the emphasis on unity on Armed Forces Day was significant
and showed widening cracks within the military.

Since the coup in February last year, thousands of soldiers, including some battalion
commanders, have left the military, amid growing armed resistance.

Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing and his generals at a
dinner marking Armed Forces Day in Naypyitaw on
Sunday.

Australia is granting asylum to military defectors from
Myanmar, sending shockwaves through the armed
forces as interest in defection reportedly rises, even
among senior officers.

Nyi Thuta, a former army captain, told The Irrawaddy that the junta chief’s speech showed
internal divides were increasing, despite claims that nothing was happening within the
armed forces.

Nyi Thuta abandoned the army after the coup last year and now helps fellow soldiers to
defect through his Facebook page People’s Goal, formerly known as People’s Soldier.

He said soldiers are demoralized and increasingly considering defection.

“Min Aung Hlaing and his generals realize that if things continue like this the armed forces
will survive for only a few years, which is why he pushed unity so hard,” he added.

Min Aung Hlaing called on his personnel to earn public support, saying they came from the
people and should safeguard the lives and property of the public and assist in daily life. On
Armed Forces Day last year, his forces killed more than 100 people, including five children,
in 73 cities across the country in its bloodiest crackdown on peaceful protesters.
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The junta has killed at least 1,707 people and arrested more than 12,000 citizens. More than
7,700 buildings, including hundreds of places of worship, have been burned down since the
coup.

In a joint statement, 21 signatories, including the US and European Union, called on the
international community to support the people against the regime.

They called for countries to stop selling arms to Myanmar, which enables the junta to kill
civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chiefs-demands-for-unity-
expose-rifts-observers.html

Myanmar Junta Takes Cautious Steps With ASEAN on International Aid Access
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 28 March 2022

The three-day visit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) special envoy to
Myanmar last week fulfilled only one point of the five-point consensus agreed last year:
point four, which deals with humanitarian assistance. Even so, more discussions are needed
to work out procedures to facilitate humanitarian efforts so that the affected Myanmar
people both in conflict areas and other regions get the assistance they need speedily and
safely. But it is a fruitful step that will lead to more action and progress in the months and
years ahead.

Since the coup in February 2021, humanitarian assistance has been one of the top priorities
along with the appeal for an immediate ceasefire. As it turned out, issues related to
humanitarian assistance were much easier to discuss with the military regime. The junta is
not interested in negotiations but does want to receive aid from donors.

Minister Ko Ko Hlaing, Chairman of the Task Force on Humanitarian Assistance, is the key
person handling humanitarian efforts for the junta. An ex-army officer, he was previously an
advisor to former president Thein Sein.

During the minister’s 75 minute discussion with ASEAN’s special envoy, Prak Sokhonn, Ko Ko
Hlaing expressed Myanmar’s readiness to assist the envoy and the ASEAN Coordinating
Center for Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management (AHA). But, despite his friendly
tone, the minister outlined pretty tough positions regarding the ways and means that
humanitarian aid can come into Myanmar at the present juncture.

But Ko Ko Hlaing has a history of being tough on allowing international aid into Myanmar.
When Cyclone Nargis slammed into the Ayeyarwady Delta in 2008, he wrote that cyclone
victims didn’t need supplies of “chocolate bars” and could instead survive by eating frogs
and fish. As a result of the then regime’s negligence and inaction, over one million people
were left homeless by Nargis, while 70,000 people died or were reported missing.

His article published in state-controlled newspapers said: “The government and the people
are like parents and children.... We, all the people, were pleased with the efforts of the
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government.” In fact, the then military regime provided little assistance to the hundreds of
thousands of storm victims, leaving them displaced and without food.

In addition, Ko Ko Hlaing, who was then a retired colonel writing anonymously for regime-
controlled media, said that granting free access for aid workers in the delta meant that
donors “are to be given permission to inspect all houses thoroughly at will.”

He also said: “Myanmar people are capable enough of rising from such natural disasters
even if they are not provided with international assistance....Myanmar people can easily get
food by just fishing in the fields and ditches...In the early monsoon, large edible frogs are
abundant.”

At a time when the then junta under the dictator Senior General Than Shwe was blocking
aid from ASEAN, the United Nations (UN) and the West, Ko Ko Hlaing added: “The people
can survive with self-reliant efforts even if they are not given chocolate bars from [the]
international community.”

This time around, according to inside sources, Ko Ko Hlaing reiterated that outside
assistance can only be distributed through assigned channels such as the Yangon
International Airport or Yangon Sea Port. The sources said that the regime would not allow
any aid to go through the various border checkpoints with Thailand, China, India,
Bangladesh, and Laos.

Ko Ko Hlaing was very specific in stating that some of the frontier checkpoints have been
used to traffic arms to the resistance movement.

However, the civilian parallel National Unity Government, resistance groups and ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs) have called for overseas aid not to go through the regime. So
far, the junta has blocked and seized medical and food supplies intended for areas
controlled by EAOs.

Since humanitarian assistance is an urgent matter and the subject of intensive discussions,
the regime agreed that there would be a consultative meeting sometime during the fourth
week of April.

To prepare for future humanitarian assistance, the head of ASEAN’s AHA, Lee Yam Ming,
was included in the ASEAN delegation. Ideas related to the establishment of Friends of
Myanmar and arranging a humanitarian corridor, both of which were proposed last year,
will be discussed further with concerned stakeholders including representatives from
various UN agencies.

At their hour-long meeting with the UN representatives in Yangon on the second day of the
ASEAN envoy’s visit, almost all of them presented a very grim picture of the current
situation in Myanmar. All UN agencies face the same difficulties working in dangerous
situations during armed conflict. They have to engage with both the authorities and the
suffering citizens.

One of their biggest challenges is gaining access to the vulnerable people who have been
displaced in various parts of the country. According to the latest figures from the United
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Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, there are nearly half a million internally displaced
persons in Myanmar, especially in the north, northeast and southeast.

Currently, the AHA is working with Myanmar’s Red Cross Society and UN agencies to provide
much-needed aid. It is hopeful that the upcoming planned consultative meeting on
humanitarian assistance may come up with a comprehensive framework that permits quick
access to needy communities, as well as providing security and safety guarantees for the aid
workers.

During his visit, ASEAN special envoy Prak Sokhonn did not meet with any representatives
from the National League for Democracy (NLD) Party. Myanmar’s former First Lady Daw Su
Su Lwin cancelled a proposed meeting due to ill-health, although it is likely that the NLD
would not have wanted her to meet with the envoy while ousted NLD leaders Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and U Win Myint are being detained by the regime.

Prak Sokhonn hinted at a press conference in Phnom Penh that he may have an opportunity
to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in the future, following some positive responses from
junta boss Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Last October, ASEAN leaders decided to reprimand Myanmar by permitting only non-
political officials to attend ASEAN-related meetings. Since then, Myanmar has decided to
skip several ASEAN meetings, including last November’s special ASEAN-China Summit.

When regime foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin met Prak Sokhonn last week, he urged
ASEAN to give Myanmar equal representation in all ASEAN-related meetings, like all other
members of the regional bloc. However, ASEAN has made it clear that there must be
substantive progress in implementing the five-point consensus before Myanmar is allowed
to return to the ASEAN fold. The current ASEAN chair, Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen,
has reiterated time and again that Myanmar must be brought back into the ASEAN family.

But, as Prak Sokhonn told reporters in Phnom Penh last week, all the various parties are
fighting and are not ready to negotiate. So implementing the five-point consensus will take
time.

Fighting has intensified in recent months. However, the situation could change dramatically
when the rainy season starts in June. There could be a lull in fighting, providing a new
impetus for political dialogue, especially if all parties on the battlefield realize that no one
can win this internecine conflict. That may jump-start much-needed negotiations.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-junta-takes-cautious-steps-
with-asean-on-international-aid-access.html
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