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Burma Army Ambushed In Katha Township
KNG |25th March 2022

A civilian resistance group ambushed Burma Army (BA) soldiers providing security for a
riverboat carrying food and military equipment in Katha Township, Sagaing Region.

According to an officer from the local People’s Defense Force (PDF), they attacked the
regime twice with landmines on Thursday. He said they attacked 50 ground troops on the
riverbank near Wel Gyi in the morning before the vessel departed from Motar Lay, and 70
BA next to Thanpuyar Kon later in the afternoon.

An anonymous local source close to the PDF told KNG that Lt Thar Lica led both attacks.
Three regime fighters were killed in the morning and five in the afternoon.

The BA column arrested villagers from Tok Gyi and released them when arriving at Wel Gyi,
where they arrested more people.

BA soldiers who provide security for military river boats on the Irrawaddy River have been
attacked several times this month by the PDF and Kachin Independence Army.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/25/burma-army-ambushed-in-katha-township/

Fighting Prevents Relief From Reaching Mansi Township IDPs
KNG |25th March 2022

Civilians don’t have enough to eat after the fighting prevented them from farming and
donors bringing aid to the camp for the internally displaced persons (IDPs) camp in Mansi
Township, where they’ve been living for almost a decade.

A man in charge of the more than 1,000 IDPs living in the Kachin Baptist Congress camp in
Mong Hkawng village, who requested anonymity, said fighting between the Burma Army

(BA) and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) has prevented them from working on their
rotational farms, which are located outside the camp.

“We’re worried about traveling, so we’ve stayed inside the IDP camp.”

They used to receive support from donors, he said, but the pandemic and the coup have
made it extremely difficult to bring relief supplies to the camp, which is located near a BA
camp in Kachin State. “If the armed groups attack the camp, the IDPs will definitely suffer,”
the man said, explaining that many of the residents are women and children.

Most of the IDPs lived along the Chinese border before fleeing fighting between BA and the
KIA in 2013. The KIA started fighting with the BA in 2011 after the latter broke a seventeen-
year ceasefire.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/25/fighting-prevents-relief-from-reaching-mansi-
township-idps/
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Massive Military Regime Convoy Arrives in Western Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 March 2022

A Myanmar military convoy consisting of 80 vehicles including artillery and armored vehicles
has arrived in Mindat in southern Chin State, according to the Chinland Defense Force (CDF),
a local resistance group fighting the regime.

The convoy headed into the Chin Hills along the Monywa-Pakokku Road. Some vehicles are
transporting artillery, and most of the other vehicles are entirely covered and believed to be
loaded with ammunition, said a leader of the Mindat CDF.

“They are currently in Mindat. We still don’t know if they are going to attack us or if they are
transporting food supplies to Matupi. There is still no clash,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Mindat CDF speculates that junta troops will either attack resistance groups in the Chin Hills
or advance to Matupi to reinforce its presence at the border of Chin and Rakhine states,
where tensions are growing between the military regime and ethnic armed organization the
Arakan Army.

An aerial view of the military convoy travelling in the Chin Hills. CDF-Mindat

Mindat CDF said that it has refrained from ambushing the convoy out of fear that junta
troops will retaliate by raiding nearby villages and harming civilians.

The regime has already shut down phone and internet services in Mindat and many other
townships across Chin State, as well as blocking supply routes into the region.

“Our region was already a poor state even before the coup, and we have been suffering for
more than one year now. | don’t want to say what difficulties we are going through because
we have grown resilient and people across the country are also suffering one way or
another,” a Mindat resident told The Irrawaddy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/massive-military-regime-convoy-arrives-in-
western-myanmar.html

Myohla PDF Attacks Carrier Ships Between Kachin State And Sagaing Region
By Network Media Group | Friday, March 25, 2022

The Myohla People’s Defence Force (PDF) attacked two Burma Army (BA) ships carrying
food and troops with landmines on the Irrawaddy River between Sagaing Region and Kachin
State.

According to an officer of the Myohla PDF, at least two BA soldiers were killed and at least
five seriously injured when they attacked the ships carrying 50 soldiers with eight
landmines. "They suffered a lot,” he said. The river vessels were on their way from Kyaung
Kon to Chaung Wa when the PDF, led by Lt Moe Joe, attacked them at 6am on 23 March.
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Additionally, Myohla PDF fighters led by Lt Sanay also attacked two military vessels near
Kyauk Gyi carrying food from Shwegu town in Kachin State with 79 mm mortars and assault
rifles on 23 March. The officer told the NMG that they knew the ships would leave Bhamo
on 22 March allowing them to coordinate the attack after they pulled out of Shwegu the
following day. He said that no one from his side suffered any casualties.

The PDF and Kachin Independence Army have frequently attacked BA ships carrying troops,
rations and military equipment on the Irrawaddy River in Katha Township in Sagaing Region
and Shwegu and Bhamo townships in Kachin State.

Katha Town in the township of the same name inspired the fictional novel ‘Burmese Days’.
The British writer George Orwell, whose real name is Eric Arthur Blair, lived in Katha when
he worked as a policeman during the colonial period.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/03/25/18267

Three-year sentences handed to family of toddler held in Yangon’s Insein Prison

The mother and grandmother of a three-year-old are convicted in lieu of the girl’s father,
who is wanted by the junta for incitement but has evaded arrest

Nway Nway Eain | Published on Mar 25, 2022
Su Myat Zaw (left), Tin May Oo (centre) and Daw Kathy (right) (Supplied)

The mother and grandmother of a three-year-old girl who have all been held hostage in
Yangon’s Insein Prison since last year were handed the maximum sentence for incitement
on Thursday by a junta court inside the jail.

Along with the toddler Su Myat Zaw, 56-year-old Daw Kathy and 30-year-old Tin May Oo
were arrested on March 30, 2021 when the child’s father and Tin May 00’s husband, Min
Zaw Oo—a janitor at the the Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC)—could not be
located by the junta. He was wanted for participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement’s
general strike following last February’s coup.

“The judge handed them each a three-year prison sentence. However, their days of
detention will be subtracted from their terms,” a source close to the court told Myanmar
Now.

The women were convicted of violating Section 505a of the Penal Code.

The prosecutor in the case was identified as lawyer Nyo Nyo Min, and the judge was Aye
Thet Maw from Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township, according to another source in the legal
network.

Plaintiff Myo Thant, also a YCDC employee, reportedly never attended any of the court
hearings.

The prison court rejected the family’s request for release on January 6.
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Daw Kathy, who is Min Zaw Oo’s mother, had been in the prison hospital for more than 10
days at the time of reporting due to multiple chronic health conditions including diabetes
and kidney and liver issues.

One of her other adult children who recently saw Daw Kathy in prison after nearly a year
apart told Myanmar Now that she is having difficulties looking after herself in detention and
recently suffered a fall.

“She’s innocent. She hasn’t even done anything. But there’s nothing | could do apart from
being sad,” her daughter said. “Her blood sugar is skyrocketing and she said she’s always out
of breath. She had lost a lot of weight as well. She can’t even stand anymore and her hands
are always shaking.”

“She told me she didn’t want to be in prison anymore. She hugged me for a long time. |
don’t think | even remember her face anymore,” she said.

The detainees’ family members requested that the verdict in the case be expedited out of
concern for Daw Kathy’s health, the source close to the prison court told Myanmar Now.

Her granddaughter, Su Myat Zaw, turned three on December 18 last year and has spent
nearly one-third of her life imprisoned in Insein, where she is believed to be the notorious
detention centre’s youngest inmate. Her mother has five other children, the whereabouts of
whom are not known, the court source said.

The military has repeatedly detained relatives in lieu of the intended targeted dissidents
when the latter cannot be apprehended. In response to criticism for this practice, the junta
has stated that they are only taking action against those who have broken their laws.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-year-sentences-handed-to-family-of-
toddler-held-in-yangons-insein-prison

Overseas employment brokers eye young women fleeing war in Chin State
By Mizzima |

Vehicles go in both directions on the 12- lane Sheikh Zayed's Road in Dubai,United Arab
Emirates. Photo: EPA

Employment brokers are lobbying for job opportunities for young women displaced by the
fighting in Myanmar’s Chin State.

A Mindat resident told Mizzima that brokers are more interested in young women than
men.

“The so-called maid service in Dubai is now popular. For the girls in my surroundings, the
broker pays the total cost of a girl to go to Dubai who plans to go and work as a maid. If a
girl gets a job, she has to pay her monthly salary for four months to the brokers.
Accommodation in Yangon is also arranged by the brokers," the resident said.
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There is a two-tier employment system in place for cleaning work in Dubai.

The broker takes responsibility for living expenses for about six months from the time the
girls from rural areas leave home for Yangon before going to Dubai. Upon arrival in Dubai,
those who pass the job exam will be allowed to work as part of a cleaning team in
supermarkets and buildings, and those who do not pass the exam have to work as
housemaids in houses.

A Chin man working in Dubai expressed his concern about the exodus of young women from
battle-scarred Chin State.

"I do not want the girls from my Chin State to come to Dubai at all if possible. This country is
very rude. And the Dubai brokers are completely unbelievable. Now it's very difficult to get
a job in Dubai. Due to the religious festival month, there will be a shortage of jobs for four
months,” he said.

“It is very difficult to work as a maid because of differences in religion and the language
barrier. The worst job in Dubai is being a maid for girls. The monthly salary is around
600,000 Myanmar Kyat (about US$340) for a good job,” he noted.

Chin State is an impoverished state, badly his by the fighting between the Myanmar military
and resistance groups.

Most Chin people who leave to find work abroad do so illegally, working primarily in
Thailand and Malaysia. Now there are said to be a lot of people leaving the country to work
legally with passports.

"If possible, we do not want women to come. But they are losing their way in the country.
Those who went to school do not know what to do because of the current political situation.
So, those who can afford it are asked to attend speaking training courses in Yangon and
then go to find jobs in Singapore and Japan. People who can't afford it are more likely to go
to brokers and go with debt consolidation," a Chin woman living in Yangon said.

Currently, it costs around 3 million Myanmar Kyat (about US$1,700) to go to Singapore and
if the person goes with debt, your salary will be cut for six months. For Dubai, the salary will
be cut for four months.

Young women from Falam, Mindat, Matupi, and Kale townships from Chin State are trying
to leave the country due to the current hardships.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/overseas-employment-brokers-eye-young-women-
fleeing-war-chin-state

“We always consider carrying out our national duty within the legal framework,”
Interview with MUP Chair, Naing Myint Swe (b) Nai Lawi Aung

monnews | 25 March 2022
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Nai Myint Swe (b) Nai Lawi Aung was elected Chair of the first Central Congress of the Mon
Unity Party (MUP) on March 20.

Nai Myint Swe (b) Nai Lawi Aung is a former Central Committee member who served in the
NMSP for more than 35 years before retiring in 2008. He served as a Lieutenant
Commander of the Mon National Liberation Army (MNLA), and was a veteran Commander
of the NMSP. Nai Myint Swe (b) Nai Lawi Aung studied at Yangon Veterinary University
(1969-73) and was the Student Secretary of the Mon Literary and Cultural Association
Universities-Yangon General Secretary.

The following is a summary of an interview between the MNA Editor and Nai Myint Swe (b)
Nai Lawi Aung

Question : What would you like to say about taking over the role of Chair of the Mon Unity
Party (MUP)?

Answer : We have always considered doing our national duty within the legal framework.
Since | have been selected, | will have to work harder. But we can not do it alone. We have
been elected by party members from various townships, especially from Myeik to Bago and
Rangoon, — to achieve our party’s policies and procedures democratically. We will do our
best to comply with the party’s policy guidelines to achieve the federal democratic rights
they demand.

Question : What will be implemented after the conference?

Answer : When we hold the first EC meeting, we have to choose who will be in charge of
youth affairs? Who will be in charge of women’s affairs, and who will be in charge of
women’s education. Also as mentioned in the Mon Unity Party bylaws, who will be

the head of the political department? No choices have been made yet. The Central
Executive Committee will continue to share responsibilities and meetings. It has already
been drawn up in the party bylaw process.

Question : What can you say about the lack of Mon politicians in the Mon Unity Party?

Answer: We do not all have the same views on politics or work. There may be differences of
opinion, not just because individuals hold to their own views in politics. Many of our
politicians may disagree with the broad consensus that decisions must represent everyone,
and not just be a personal view. There must be the democratic right to freedom of

dissent. However, many different opinions can weaken the party and impact the solidarity
of Mon unity.

We must persevere in politics and continue to fight for our views, so that one day we

will be united. We are not disappointed, we are tolerant of different opinions. We do not
push anyone to leave voluntarily. We do not force anyone to leave because of their
differences. That is our sincere intention.

Question : How do you want to motivate the Mon people?
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Answer : What | want to urge is for the Mon Unity Party to welcome the positions of
delegates from Myeik, Kawthaung, Rangoon and Bago to the conference. We are happy to
recognize the Mon Unity Party, which stands for the people within the legal framework. We
are thrilled to see that more than 400 Mon Unity Party members shared their views and
those of their respective constituencies. | want to encourage everyone to carry out our
work honestly, regardless of sectarian affiliation.

Question : 1 would like to thank the Chair for taking the time, immediately following the
party conference to respond to our interview request.

https://monnews.org/2022/03/25/we-always-consider-carrying-out-our-national-duty-
within-the-legal-framework-interview-with-mup-chair-naing-myint-swe-b-nai-lawi-aung/

SAC plans to hold general election nationwide: SAC’s spokesperson
PUBLISHED 25 MARCH 2022 | EMG

The SAC is planning to hold general election nationwide as the essence of democracy and
the general election will be diminished if the next election is held where it can be done and
where it cannot be done, said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun, Deputy Minister for Information and
spokesperson of the State Administration Council (SAC) at the press conference held at the
Ministry of Information in Nay Pyi Taw on March 24.

"The election will be held where we can. The essence of democracy and the general election
will be diminished if the next election is held where it can be done and where it cannot be
done. Therefore, | would like to inform you that the government is working to ensure that
the next election is held nationwide,” said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Three general elections, including the 2010 general election, were held in Myanmar. Out of

330 townships in Myanmar, election was held in 325 townships in the 2010 general election,
323 townships in the 2015 general election and 315 townships in the 2020 general election,

said Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun.

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said, “Since 2010, we have seen a decrease in the number of
townships that can hold the election. Article 7 of the 2008 constitution states that the state
shall practice a genuine and disciplined multi-party democracy. In essence, this means that a
truly disciplined multi-party democracy must be practiced everywhere in the country. The
basic premise is that free and fair elections should be held nationwide."

Maj-Gen Zaw Min Tun said that free and fair general elections must be held in order for the
whole country to practice true and disciplined multi-party democracy.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-plans-to-hold-general-election-nationwide-sacs-
spokesperson
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No sign of annual payout from Myanmar military conglomerate to soldiers

Troops obligated to buy shares in MEHL may be denied a slice of company profits this year,
defecting officers say

Min Min | Published on Mar 25, 2022

The military-owned Myanma Economic Holdings Co., Ltd. (MEHL) is six months late in
sharing profits with soldiers who are required to buy and maintain a stake in the
conglomerate, according to a shareholder and three captains who defected to the
resistance.

A military parade during Armed Forces Day events in the military capital of Naypyitaw in
2019 (EPA)

The payout from MEHL is based on revenue generated annually and typically happens in
September, but, at the time of reporting, troops had not received any funds for 2021, a
number of military officers told Myanmar Now.

“It’s been nearly six months now and they still haven’t paid them yet. It looks worse when
the military commander-in-chief currently is sitting on the highest position of power in the
country,” retired lieutenant colonel and former MEHL director Kyaw Zaya said.

The former officer was also a parliamentarian who once represented the National League
for Democracy (NLD)—the party whose elected administration was ousted in last February’s
military coup. He retired from the People’s Pioneer Party after competing in the 2020
election but not securing a seat.

Kyaw Zaya explained that for the last 20 years, the required ownership of shares in MEHL
has been determined by soldiers’ ranks and is deducted annually from their salaries. The
amounts range from a 1.5m kyat (US$843) investment for low-ranking troops to at least 5m
kyat ($2,810) for officers who are ranked at and above the position of lieutenant colonel.

Zay Thu Aung, an air force captain who left the military in February in order to join the anti-
junta Civil Disobedience Movement, confirmed that the 2021 MEHL payments had
repeatedly been delayed and may be an indication that the coup regime is struggling
financially.

“I think they’re very broke now. That money was supposed to be given in September but
they postponed it until December and they still haven’t given it yet,” he told Myanmar Now,
adding, “They’re treating everyone as if they own them.”

Another striking officer, Cpt Htet Myat, said that soldiers were “unhappy” about the
absence of the payout, which makes up a major part of their family income.

“Some have said that they had already stopped expecting that they would get it. They have
lost faith that they will get it at all,” he said.
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Kyaw Zaya and Htet Myat estimated that the MEHL payments received by low-ranking
soldiers for their shares ranged from 600,000 to 1m kyat ($337 - $562) per year.

“They can only live comfortably if they get that money. It’s not just the regular soldiers.
Even the retired officers rely on this money,” Kyaw Zaya explained.

When contacted by Myanmar Now, an MEHL staff member denied that there was any delay
in sending the payments.

“It’s just a hoax that they’re not getting paid. We’ve been paying them regularly and on
schedule,” general manager Hla Myo said.

Cpt Nay Myo Thit, another officer who defected to the resistance movement after seven
years stationed in Rakhine State, said he had 3m kyat ($1,686) worth of shares in MEHL
when he was serving in the military.

“They kept postponing the payment but the regular soldiers couldn’t do anything as the
battalion commanders themselves were not brave enough to speak up about this matter,”
he said.

Tin Tun Naing, the Minister of Planning, Finance and Investment in the shadow National
Unity Government, speculated that the MEHL profits typically shared with soldiers were
likely being designated to buy arms to support the junta’s struggle to crush the anti-coup
resistance movement.

“The army generals always have and always will prioritise their hunger for power over
everything and everyone else. They’re never going to care about what happens to regular
soldiers and they never have,” he told Myanmar Now.

Members of an anti-junta youth group calling themselves “Octopus” are seen during a
demonstration in Yangon in February last year calling for a boycott of junta-owned
businesses (Myanmar Now)

MEHL was founded in 1990 and includes around 50 business enterprises. The military
conglomerate was long exempt from taxation, even through the administration led by Thein
Sein which took office in 2011. After the NLD was elected in 2015, the army claimed in state-
run newspapers that MEHL was a tax-paying public company.

The NLD investigated in 2020 whether it was a conflict of interest that two former generals
in government positions—Ni Aung, the executive director of Myanma Port Authority, and
Kyaw Htin, the executive director of the customs department—were also members of
MEHL’s board of directors.

Both men later left MEHL in July of that year but retained their government postings.

Since the coup, Myanmar Now has been unable to obtain updated information on the
company’s management and operations from the junta, which has not cooperated with
media inquiries into the matter.
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Many junta-owned enterprises have seen a decrease in profits since February 2021, when
the Myanmar public began a widespread boycott of military businesses following the armed
forces’ attempted seizure of power.

According to a May 2021 financial statement by Kirin, the Japanese company which
produced Myanmar Beer in collaboration with MEHL, sales plummeted by 46 percent during
this period, forcing Kirin to end the partnership, its dealings with MEHL and withdraw from
Myanmar.

Advocacy group Justice For Myanmar reported that Mytel, a telecommunications company
jointly-owned by the Myanmar and Vietnamese militaries, also lost $25m in profits in the
three months after the coup.

Maung Shwe Wah contributed to this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/no-sign-of-annual-payout-from-myanmar-
military-conglomerate-to-soldiers

Junta Chief’s Daughter Acquires Slice of Telenor’'s Myanmar Operation
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 March 2022

Khin Thiri Thet Mon, a daughter of junta leader Min Aung Hlaing, has acquired a stake in
Investcom PTE Ltd, which has bought Norwegian telecoms firm Telenor’s operation in
Myanmar.

Investcom is a venture between Lebanese investment company M1 Group, which is led by
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib Mikati and Myanmar firm Shwe Byain Phyu (SBP), owned by
military-linked businessman U Thein Win Zaw.

Khin Thiri Thet Mon has invested in SBP that will eventually control 80 percent of Telenor’s
operation, three sources told The Irrawaddy.

Investcom PTE CEO Jamal Ramadan exclusively told The Irrawaddy that M1’s ownership of
Investcom will be 20 percent, while SBP will take 80 percent.

Founded in 1996, SBP has interests in gas stations and gems mining. U Thein Win Zaw
supplies fuel to Myanmar’s navy.

Khin Thiri Thet Mon, who has interests in the arts and entertainment, established Seventh
Sense Co Ltd in 2017. Spending billions of kyats annually, it became a leading company in
Myanmar’s film industry.

Before the film industry was severely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, Seventh Sense
was the only company that had contracts with most leading actors and directors in
Myanmar. Khin Thiri Thet Mon emerged as a prominent show-business player.

She is also a shareholder in Singapore-based Pinnacle Asia Co, which builds
telecommunications towers for telecoms operators in Myanmar.
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Min Aung Hlaing’s family has used cronies to front its business interests. Notorious
examples include Amazing Hotels and Resorts owner U Aung Myo Min Din and Sky One
Construction Co’s owner U Maung Maung Naing, who have been working for Aung Pyae
Son, Min Aung Hlaing’s son.

U Thein Win Zaw is the latest crony to serve Min Aung Hlaing’s family.

“U Thein Win Zaw is a fuel importer. It is unlikely that he has great wealth because he can’t
buy oil on credit. So he could not afford Telenor,” an oil importer told The Irrawaddy.

U Thein Win Zaw was unavailable for comment.

When asked whether M1 knew about SBP’s close relations with the regime, Ramadan said
the allegations were unsubstantiated. He said SBP, its owners and shareholders are not
subject to international sanctions and have no direct links to the junta.

“Shwe Byain Phyu is known to be a reputable business group in Myanmar,” he said.

Telenor announced in July last year that it was selling its operation in Myanmar to M1,
which is owned by Mikati’s family, for US$105 million. Telenor in September said it could
not maintain its presence in Myanmar and help the regime monitor its 18 million clients.

A planned sale to M1 stalled as the regime favors at least part-ownership with a domestic
company. To satisfy the junta’s demands, M1 partnered with SBP.

The Myanmar Investment Commission approved the sale because Min Aung Hlaing’s family
bought a stake in the venture, said a business leader.

Activists are pressuring Telenor to halt the sale as the handover to a junta-linked business
will hand millions of customers’ secrets to the junta.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-chiefs-daughter-acquires-slice-of-telenors-
myanmar-operation.html

Telenor Myanmar operations handed over to new owner Investcom

The 25-year-old son of military-linked Shwe Byain Phyu chairperson—Investcom’s majority
shareholder—will be deputy CEO of the new company

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Mar 25, 2022
An umbrella marked with the Telenor logo is seen in Yangon in March (Myanmar Now)

Telenor Myanmar’s operations were handed over on Friday to new owner Investcom, a
partnership between Lebanon’s M1 Group and local conglomerate Shwe Byain Phyu,
sources who are familiar with the matter told Myanmar Now.

The junta’s investment commission gave final regulatory approval to the sale of Norwegian
telecommunication giant Telenor Group’s Myanmar operations last week, concluding the
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operator’s months-long and controversial exit from the country. Shwe Byain Phyu, a local
firm with strong ties to the military, will own 80 percent of Investcom’s shares.

Members of Investcom’s leadership informed the staff of Telenor Myanmar on Friday about
the new owner’s management team, in which M1 Group’s Muhammad Ziaullah Siddiqui is
CEO and 25-year-old Win Paing Kyaw, the son of Shwe Byain Phyu chair Thein Win Zaw, is
his deputy.

M1 has a controversial history of conducting business with authoritarian regimes worldwide
and is an investor in Myanmar’s military-linked telecoms tower company Irrawaddy Green
Towers. Myanmar Now previously reported on Shwe Byain Phyu’s own |ucrative business
ties to the Myanmar military and its generals.

M1 set up Investcom Pte in Singapore last July for the purchase of Telenor Myanmar, with
Shwe Byain Phyu holding 49 percent shares of the company prior to the sale, in addition to
another 31 percent delegated from M1 post-sale.

Investcom’s directors include M1 Group CEO Azmi Mikati—who is the nephew of the
current Lebanese prime minister Najib Mikati—as well as Rana Shatila, Benjamin Szeto Yu
Hwei, and Jamal Ramadan, the CEO of M1 Enterprises.

On March 22, Shwe Byain Phyu chair Thein Win Zaw and his son Win Paing Kyaw were
added to the list of Investcom Pte’s representatives, according to ACRA, Singapore’s
Accounting and Corporate Regulatory Authority.

Investcom had registered its Myanmar branch on March 3, according to data from
Myanmar’s Directorate of Investment and Company Registration. The directors include
Lebanese nationals Hicham Ramadan and Rana Shatila as well as Win Paing Kyaw and Soe
Thiha, a name that often appears in the corporate data of Shwe Byain Phyu’s subsidiaries.

Telenor Myanmar’s staff were also informed on Friday that the telecoms provider’s brand
name will remain the same for at least another four months.

Three former employees of MPT and Ooredoo, local competitors of Telenor Myanmar, are
also among the new leadership team, according to a source who was part of the briefing on
the new organisation structure.

MPT is a state-owned joint venture with Japan’s KDDI & Sumitomo, and Ooredoo is a
subsidiary of the Qatari telecoms company Ooredoo Group.

The source added that the new management members will visit Telenor Myanmar’s office in
Yangon next week.

In early February, dozens of Telenor Myanmar employees sent a letter calling on the chair of
Telenor’s board of directors, Gunn Weaersted, to “immediately intervene to terminate the
sale.” The letter accused the company of a “lack of transparency with employees”
concerning its exit.
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Telenor’s executive vice president and head of its Asia operations Jgrgen C. Arentz
Rostrup said last month that there were “no good alternatives” to the sale of its Myanmar
operations amid mounting security issues faced by the company following the coup.

Following the deteriorating situation in the country in the wake of last year's coup,
Telenor announced in early July that it was selling its Myanmar unit to M1 Group for
US$105m. The sale included metadata of the operator’s more than 18 million subscribers.

The sensitive subscriber data includes the times, dates and locations of calls and text
messages—information that could potentially be used by the military to target its political
opponents.

The Myanmar junta stalled for months to approve the sale when M1 was the sole buyer. M1
later agreed to transfer controlling stake to Shwe Byain Phyu after the sale transaction was
completed with Telenor Group.

Citing leaked documents, Myanmar Now reported in early February on the partnership
between M1 and Shwe Byain Phyu, outlining the deal that would allow the latter to own a
majority stake in the venture that will be acquiring Telenor Myanmar.

Telenor, which is majority-owned by the Norwegian government, has come under fire from
international rights groups that said it did not do enough to protect the personal data of its
Myanmar customers—information that has ultimately been exposed to the junta through
the sale of its in-country unit to military-linked entities.

Myanmar Now also reported that the sale would include a so-called Lawful Interception (LI)
surveillance system made by the German firm Utimaco, according to leaked documents and
current and former Telenor staff.

The spyware system can monitor phone calls, SMS messages and internet use in real time.
However, Telenor Group CEO Sigve Brekke denied the allegations and said the LI had not
been activated, according to his interviews with media following the final approval of the
sale.

Rights group Justice For Myanmar condemned the sale of Telenor Myanmar as
“irresponsible.”

"Despite all the warnings, Telenor has proceeded to effectively provide the terrorist military
junta with lawful interception technology and expose the metadata of more than 18 million
Telenor Myanmar users,” the group’s spokesperson Yadanar Maung told Myanmar Now on

Friday.

She said that Telenor Group management and Norway’s Minister of Trade, Jan Christian
Vestre, should be held accountable for sanctions violations regarding the interception
technology and any crimes that result from the “reckless deal.”

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/telenor-myanmar-operations-handed-over-to-
new-owner-investcom
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Myanmar’s Parallel Government Asks Foreign Governments to Accept Military Defectors
By THE IRRAWADDY | 25 March 2022

Myanmar’s parallel civilian National Unity Government’s (NUG) foreign ministry has been
lobbying the international community to offer asylum to military defectors as a means to
boost the revolution.

Daw Zin Mar Aung, the NUG’s foreign minister, told The Irrawaddy that other countries,
especially European nations, are asked in every meeting to accept personnel who abandon
the junta.

“We asked them, if you can’t assist us with arms, please accept defectors because it’s also
supporting the revolution in another way. Luckily this was accepted by Australia. And there
are also some countries which are welcoming defectors, but not publicly,” she said.

Australia began granting protection to defectors seeking asylum in January. Groups assisting
defectors told The Irrawaddy that the move has elicited interest, including from senior
officers and others who oppose the regime.

Nyi Thuta, a former army captain who quit after last year’s coup to join the resistance
movement, said there have been many enquires about defecting, especially after the NUG
declared war on the junta last September. But no significant number of defections followed
due to a lack of guarantees for their wellbeing.

“Third-country acceptance offers a way out for reform-minded people in the armed forces
who want to join the civil disobedience movement against the regime and could increase
defections,” he said.

The ex-captain added: “Increased defections would boost the revolution’s chances of
success by up to 70 percent.”

Since the coup in February last year, Myanmar’s military has been struggling with an
unprecedented and rising number of striking personnel, due to public hatred of the junta
amid brutal crackdowns on protesters and growing armed resistance and guerrilla warfare.

According to the NUG, there have been nearly 3,000 defectors. The most senior officers
have been battalion commanders.

Daw Zin Mar Aung said the NUG was unable to offer monetary incentives to defectors due
to its limited budget. But the opportunity to move abroad could persuade many more
personnel to abandon their posts, she said.

The minister said she fears Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and a surge of refugees could lead
some countries to turn away asylum seekers from Myanmar.

“My message to possible defectors is countries have their limits for annual refugee
acceptance. So the earlier you leave, the earlier you will be accepted,” the foreign minister
added.

Page 15 of 58



Daw Zin Mar Aung said working on the defection program is an NUG priority and could lead
to a turning point for the revolution.

The NUG has formed a committee to work on a defectors program and is working with
ethnic armed organizations, which also accept defectors. On March 19, the NUG held a
congratulatory event to embrace military and police defectors who have defied the junta.

Daw Zin Mar Aung said the defection program and other NUG policies could be funded by
around USS$1 billion in assets that have been frozen in the US along with humanitarian
assistance and other investment.

The NUG has been trying to recover Myanmar’s foreign reserves frozen by the US after the
military takeover.

“If we could access those funds, we could boost the revolution, through policies like the
defection program,” Daw Zin Mar Aung said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-parallel-gsovernment-asks-foreign-
governments-to-accept-military-defectors.html

Japan’s ‘Special Relationship’ With Myanmar Has Abetted Decades of Military Rule
By BERTIL LINTNER | 25 March 2022

In the early years of Myanmar’s independence, March 27 was called Resistance Day. It was
held to commemorate the day in 1945 when Aung San and the soldiers of his Burma
National Army turned their guns against their former Japanese allies. But perhaps in an
attempt to honor the military and not offend the Japanese, it was in the mid-1950s changed
to Resistance Day (Armed Forces Day), a name that was retained until the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, when it became Armed Forces Day (Resistance Day) and, under the rule
of former dictator General Than Shwe, only Armed Forces Day. The crucial event in 1945
was mentioned only in passing, and, when the celebrations were held for the first time in
the new capital Naypyitaw on March 27, 2006, columns of soldiers marched past newly
erected, larger than life statues of the three most prominent warrior kings in Myanmar
history: Anawratha, Bayinnaung and Alaungpaya.

That those dead kings are a living force was clear from the speech Than Shwe delivered on
that day: “Our Tatmadaw [armed forces] should be a worthy heir to the traditions of the
capable tatmadaws established by the noble kings Anawratha, Bayinnaung and
Alaungpaya.” Democratic reforms were certainly not on his mind, a fact reflected in the
name of the new capital. “Naypyitaw” means “capital” or “place of a king” in old-fashioned
usage. Even “tatmadaw” literally means “royal force.”

Anawratha was the founder of the first Burmese, or Myanmar, Empire in 1044 AD, while
Bayinnaung was the country’s most celebrated warrior king. During his reign, which lasted
from 1551 to 1581, he conquered most of the Irrawaddy plain, parts of the Shan plateau
and territories as far east as Chiang Mai in present day Thailand. Alaungpaya reigned in the
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18th century and was the first king of the Konbaung Dynasty, the third and the last of the
Myanmar empires. Myanmar’s military rulers have never explained why the date March 27
would bind those three kings together, but today, the armed forces as an institution, not
any past resistance against the Japanese occupiers, is what matters. It could be equally
important to maintain a blemish-free relationship with the Japanese right wing, which in the
post-independence era—and especially after the 1962 coup—has had cordial ties with the
Myanmar military.

Myanmar military chief Snr-Gen Min Aung Hlaing with Chief of Staff, Joint Staff of the Japan
Self-Defence Forces General Koji Yamasaki in Japan in 2019.

In 1954, Myanmar signed a peace treaty with Japan and, as part of the agreement, Tokyo
agreed to pay US$200 million in war reparations as well as an annual grant of USS5 million
for technical assistance. That assistance continued even after democracy was abolished in
1962 and replaced by military rule. Given the economic decline that followed General Ne
Win’s 1962 coup and the introduction of the so-called “Burmese [Myanmar] Way to
Socialism”, many scholars argue that the Ne Win regime would have folded without it.

Tokyo’s willingness to continue economic assistance to Myanmar could be attributed to the
influence of an informal lobby in Japan. For many years, it was led by Nobusuke Kishi, prime
minister from 1957-60, and his private secretary and son-in-law, Shintaro Abe, foreign
minister from 1983-86. Shintaro Abe’s son, Shinzo Abe, was prime minister from 2006-07
and again from 2012-20.

Another influential Japanese belonging to the Myanmar Lobby was Tadashi Ohtaka, Japan’s
ambassador to Myanmar from 1987-90 and whose wife served as chairperson of the Japan-
Burma Association (now renamed the Japan-Myanmar Association). During his tenure as
ambassador, Ohtaka was the only diplomat given regular access to the then dictator, Ne
Win. The Japan-Burma Association counted among its members 11 Japanese trading
companies allowed to operate in Yangon and various companies involved in aid projects in
the country.

Following years of economic decline, Myanmar’s economy took a slight turn for the better
in the 1970s because of rapid expansion in agriculture and increased foreign assistance,
mainly from Japan. Myanmar was the eighth-largest recipient of Japanese aid in the 1960s;
by 1980, it had become the fourth-largest. Japanese aid peaked at US$244 million, or 6.3
percent of all Japanese overseas assistance. With Japanese aid pouring in for civilian
projects, the dictatorship could spend more money and resources on building up the armed
forces. By the time of the 1962 coup, there were about 100,000 soldiers under Ne Win's
command. In the 1980s, the number had increased to approximately 190,000. More
indigenous defense industries were established, and new weapons were produced with
assistance from Fritz Werner, a German company.

By the mid-1980s, a new economic crisis was looming in Myanmar. Japanese aid had kept
the country afloat, but, in the end, it failed to revitalize inefficient, state-run enterprises.
Worse, Myanmar’s foreign-debt level went through the ceiling. In March 1988, the Japanese
decided that economic pragmatism had to take precedence over longstanding personal ties.
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Tun Tin, then minister of planning and finance, was told during a visit to Tokyo that Japan
would reconsider its relations with Myanmar unless fundamental economic reforms were
instituted. That was the first time the Japanese unilaterally demanded policy changes on the
part of an aid recipient, underlining the importance Tokyo placed on its special relationship
with the Myanmar government.

Japan’s new policy on aid, cut off months later in response to the killing of thousands of pro-
democracy demonstrators, apparently rocked Myanmar’s generals. Japanese pressure is
widely believed to be the main influence behind the then junta’s decision to scrap the
“Burmese Way to Socialism” and adopt more market-friendly policies. The opportunity to
restore relations came at the time of Emperor Hirohito’s funeral in February 1989.
According to Myanmar expert David Steinberg: “In order to avoid having the Burmese sit
beside unrecognized delegations such as the Palestine Liberation Organization, a decision
was made on Feb. 17 to recognize the new [military] government.”

That also opened the floodgates for more Japanese involvement. Western sanctions and
boycotts had left a vacuum filled by China, which much to Tokyo’s chagrin replaced Japan as
Myanmar’s closest foreign ally. In May 1990, the director of the Japanese Foreign Ministry’s
First Southeast Asia Division, Maraharu Kohno, stunned Myanmar’s pro-democracy activists
and exiles in Japan by saying at a lecture in Tokyo, “Can we automatically equate military
rule with human-rights repression?...I'm not sure [in any case] that repression of human
rights in Myanmar is as extensive as reported in the West...because Myanmar has not yet
reached the stage of democracy. National security should come first.” Japan may have
refrained from funding new aid schemes, but it allowed old ones to continue and support
was also provided through UN projects in the country. In 2003, the Japanese even invited
Myanmar’s military intelligence chief-turned-prime minister, General Khin Nyunt, to attend
the Japan-ASEAN Summit in Tokyo.

No real change took place until after the 2010 election and ex-General Thein Sein’s
appointment as president in February 2011. Japan along with Western countries normalized
relations with Myanmar. The informal Myanmar Lobby went to work again, and a key
person all along has been Yohei Sasakawa. In 2013, the then Shinzo Abe government
appointed him Special Envoy of the Government of Japan for National Reconciliation in
Myanmar, a post he has retained even after Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s ill-fated
attempt to seize power on Feb. 1 last year.

Sasakawa is the son of Ryoichi Sasakawa, once a far-right politician who flew to Italy in 1939
to meet his personal hero, Benito Mussolini. Years later, he expressed regret about not
meeting another European leader at that time: “Hitler sent me a cable asking me to wait for
him, but unfortunately | didn’t have time.” Ryoichi Sasakawa was imprisoned by the
Americans after World War Il, but released in 1948 when the occupiers needed the extreme
right to counter Japan’s leftist movement.

In the 1950s, Ryoichi Sasakawa managed to secure a monopoly on the only legally permitted
gambling in Japan: motorboat racing. As a result, he became immensely wealthy, continued
to back extreme right-wing causes, and built up a charity, now called the Nippon
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Foundation, which gave vast amounts of money to the World Health Organization to help
eradicate leprosy. The once-Class A War Criminal in Sugamo Prison in Tokyo became a
philanthropist and passed away in 1995 at the age of 96. By then, his son Yohei, after
serving as chairman of the Japan Motorboat Racing Association, had become president of
the Nippon Foundation.

The Nippon Foundation has been involved in several, largely unsuccessful, attempts to get
some kind of peace process going between the military and Myanmar’s many ethnic armed
organizations while the Japanese government has cultivated links with the military top
brass. In October 2019, Min Aung Hlaing visited Japan at the invitation of Japan’s Ministry of
Defense. Japan also initiated a program in which cadets from Myanmar receive combat
training, which continues even after last year’s military intervention. On March 20 last year,
Human Rights Watch said in a statement: “It’'s mind boggling that Japan is providing military
training to Myanmar cadets at the same time as its armed forces are committing crimes
against humanity against Myanmar’s people.” A spokesman for the Japanese Ministry of
Defense, however, told Reuters that any move to cut the partnership with Myanmar’s
military could result in China winning more clout. Shinzo Abe is no longer Japan’s prime
minister but his younger brother, and Nobusuke Kishi’s grandson, Nobuo Kishi, currently
serves as minister of defense.

In December 2021, the 87-year-old former cabinet minister and chairman of the Japan-
Myanmar Association, Hideo Watanabe, who once campaigned to bring billions of dollars of
investment from some of Japan’s leading companies to Myanmar, urged Tokyo to endorse
the new military regime. He caused an even bigger outrage than the Defense Ministry
spokesman by saying that Min Aung Hlaing has “grown fantastically as a human being,”
while praising his “democratization efforts.”

Watanabe’s son Yusuke Watanabe managed on May 26 last year to get an opinion piece
published by the website The Diplomat in which he argued that “Japan must position itself
as a bridge between the Tatmadaw and the United States and other democratic countries
rather than blindly aligning itself with the Western policy of regime change... Leveraging its
decades-long economic cooperation, Japan can now directly work with the Tatmadaw to
reverse China’s geoeconomic influence.” He also wrote that he is one of the few foreigners
who is “in constant contact with Myanmar’s current de facto leader, Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing...my enduring engagement with him underscores Japan’s near century-long
special relationship with Myanmar.”

That “special relationship” —when it comes to aid, investment and involvement in the so-
called peace process—has so far resulted in little more than making sure that the Myanmar
military remains firmly entrenched in power. Than Shwe and now Min Aung Hlaing may
conveniently forget to dwell on the anti-Japanese resistance in 1945 and, instead, praise the
old warrior kings Anawratha, Bayinnaung and Alaungpaya, because they know full well that
it is the Japanese far-right that since 1962 has been a main benefactor and supporter of
continuous military rule in Myanmar.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/japans-special-relationship-with-
myanmar-has-abetted-decades-of-military-rule.html

Report investigates and exposes junta crimes against humanity
By Mizzima |
Burnt-down buildings are seen in Mingin Township in Myanmar's Sagaing region. Photo: AFP

Rights organisation, Fortify Rights, has released “Nowhere is Safe”: The Myanmar Junta’s
Crimes Against Humanity Following the Coup d'Etat, a 193 report detailing junta crimes
against humanity in the first six months following the coup on 1 February 2021.

The report is based on more than 120 testimonies, leaked documents and information, and
in-depth legal analysis of new evidence.

According to Fortify Rights the report proves how the junta engaged in a premeditated,
widespread, and systematic attacks on the civilian population. For months and often in
broad daylight, Myanmar Army soldiers and Myanmar Police Force officers shot and killed
unarmed civilians in cities and towns throughout the country, among other atrocities.

They claim that the report makes new contributions to accountability and international
justice efforts targeting the junta’s atrocities since the coup, including by:

Identifying 61 senior military and police officials who should be investigated and possibly
prosecuted for international crimes;

Establishing the locations of 1,040 military units nationwide;

Revealing new information about the military chain-of-command during the crackdown on
peaceful protesters throughout the country; and

Providing the most thorough legal analysis to date of the junta’s widespread and systematic
attacks on the people of Myanmar in the first six months after the coup.

Tom Andrews, U.N. Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar and
Robina Senior Fellow at Yale Law School’s Schell Center, said: “Published just days prior to
the one-year anniversary of the Armed Forces Day Massacre, this report provides the
international community a better understanding of the junta’s crimes, the individuals
responsible, and their battalions’ locations in relation to attacks. U.N. member states must
ensure accountability for these ongoing atrocities.”

“This pivotal report on the junta’s horrendous crimes can help guide efforts to ensure
accountability,” he added.

For months and often in broad daylight, Myanmar Army soldiers and Myanmar Police Force
officers shot and killed unarmed civilians in cities and towns throughout the country, among
other atrocities.
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According to Fortify Rights the report proves how the junta engaged in a premeditated,
widespread, and systematic attack on the civilian population.

Among the 61 senior military and police officials named in the report as potentially liable for
crimes against humanity are Commander-in-Chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, Deputy
Commander-in-Chief Vice Senior General Soe Win, and the Joint Chief of Staff General Mya
Tun Oo.

These men are also responsible for what Fortify Rights determined to be genocide and
crimes against humanity against the Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2016 and 2017, as well as
war crimes in Rakhine State in 2019 and probable crimes against humanity and war crimes
in Shan and Kachin states.

Other military and police suspects identified in the report are 19 regional commanders of
the police force, 13 regional commanders from the military, and 27 other senior officials
from the junta.

The report also provides previously unknown details of the junta’s chain of command during
the crackdown, including coup-leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing’s establishment of a
“Special Command” in Naypyidaw. According to active-duty military personnel, the Special
Command had sole authority to deploy and command troops in civilian-populated cities and
townships where soldiers have not typically been operational. Without orders from the
Special Command, no others in the chain-of-command had the authority to move troops
into civilian-populated cities and townships in central Myanmar.

The report names the four senior generals who led the Special Command during the
crackdown on peaceful protesters throughout the country.

“Nowhere is Safe” establishes the physical locations of 1,040 military units nationwide.
These locations, published in an annex to the report, may help prosecutors and
policymakers geo-locate alleged perpetrators vis-a-vis crime scenes throughout the country.

The report is based primarily on 128 interviews with survivors, eyewitnesses, protesters,
medical professionals, members of armed resistances, and former military, police, and navy
members located in 30 townships in 13 of the country’s 14 states and regions in addition to
Naypyidaw Union Territory.

In preparing the report, Fortify Rights and the Schell Center also communicated with six
active-duty military personnel, including a lieutenant-colonel commanding a battalion, three
captains, and two majors.

Fortify Rights and the Schell Center also obtained leaked junta documents, including internal
memos instructing forces to commit crimes. A “fieldcraft” manual for military soldiers,
obtained in researching this report, makes no mention of the laws of war or human rights
and, in one section, advises soldiers to “Make sure a bullet equates to an enemy killed,” and
by enemy, they mean unarmed civilians.
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In addition to collecting testimonies, Fortify Rights manually collected 1,153 data points of
open-source information about specific incidents of human rights violations shared on social
media platforms.

Of the 61 military and police officials identified in the report, only 20 have been sanctioned
by at least one government, said Fortify Rights and the Schell Center.

“All individuals responsible for these crimes should be sanctioned and prosecuted,” said
Matthew Smith, Chief Executive Officer at Fortify Rights and co-author of the report.
“Governments should revamp and calibrate their foreign policies to support the people of
Myanmar in ending the military’s attack. Governments should acknowledge the National
Unity Government of Myanmar, end weapons transfers to the military, and create
conditions to ensure international jurisdiction over these crimes.”

“They dragged away my brother and killed my sister,” recalled a 25-year-old woman who
witnessed police in Mandalay storm into her home and shoot and kill her six-year-old sister
who was sitting on her father’s lap. “We are now at a hideout place where it is supposed to
be safe. Actually, nowhere is safe.”

Medical doctors treating victims of the junta’s attack in Myanmar described to Fortify Rights
and the Schell Center how numerous victims were fatally shot in the head or chest with a
single bullet, indicating consistent, deadly precision and intent to kill. Military deserters
explained how the military deployed snipers to murder protesters as a matter of state policy
and to instill fear among them.

Next week, 27 March is Armed Forces Day in Myanmar and marks the first anniversary of
the military junta’s deadliest day during the first six months of its attack on the civilian
population. On 26

March 2021, junta-run television broadcasted a nationwide warning to protesters, saying,
“You should learn from the tragedy of earlier ugly deaths that you can be in danger of
getting shot in the head and back.” The next day, Armed Forces Day, Myanmar Army
soldiers and Myanmar Police Force officers murdered at least 140 people nationwide.
Eyewitness photographs and videos filmed on March 27 show dead bodies, including
children, and soldiers firing weapons street-level, dragging lifeless victims away, and brutally
beating people. One video shows Myanmar Army soldiers’ close-range killing of an unarmed
boy on a motorcycle.

The junta also systematically imprisoned several thousand people, including children,
civilian opinion leaders, elected officials, peaceful protesters, journalists, lawyers, human
rights defenders, and others.

Fortify Rights and the Schell Center obtained and independently verified the authenticity of
three leaked internal memos from the Myanmar Police Force—which is controlled by the
military—ordering officers to arbitrarily arrest protesters, members of the National League
for Democracy, and specific human rights defenders.
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One memo ordered police to join with the military to “clear up and detain” protest
organizers “in the strongholds of the protests.” Two other internal memos contained
identical language instructing officers to arrest protest leaders and conduct night raids; the
memos were issued on different dates and within at least two separate police stations,
showing the systematic nature of the attack.

The Myanmar military and police are also responsible for widespread and systematic torture
of civilians since the coup. The report includes firsthand testimony from survivors and
eyewitnesses of torture and analyzes additional evidence, including video footage of
torture.

Other violations documented in the report include enforced disappearance, persecution,
and forcible transfer/deportation.

The report includes the most thorough examination to date of the junta’s crackdown under
international criminal law. It finds that from February to July 2021, forces under the junta’s
command committed the acts of murder, imprisonment, torture, enforced disappearance,
persecution, deportation, and forcible transfer of the population as part of a widespread
and systematic attack directed against a civilian population with knowledge of the broader
attack. The report thus establishes that there are reasonable grounds to believe that the
junta committed crimes against humanity, meeting the standard required by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) to issue an arrest warrant.

The legal analysis relies on standards articulated in the Rome Statute—the international
treaty establishing the ICC—and international criminal tribunal precedent, including from
the ICC and tribunals established to examine atrocity crimes in Rwanda, Yugoslavia,
Cambodia, and others. Numerous lawyers contributed to the legal research and analysis led
by the Schell Center, including a pro bono team from international law firm Sidley Austin
LLP.

The report makes 28 recommendations to the Myanmar military, the U.N. Security Council,
U.N. Member States, and others.

It says that governments should ensure international justice for past and ongoing atrocity
crimes in Myanmar and press the U.N. Security Council to refer the situation in Myanmar to
the ICC. U.N. Security Council member states should support a Security Council resolution to
impose a global arms embargo on the Myanmar military. In addition, governments should
impose targeted sanctions against military-owned enterprises and block the junta’s access
to natural gas revenues and access to financial services.

“The Myanmar military poses a threat to international peace and security,” said Roger
Polack, Schell Center Visiting Human Rights Fellow and co-author of the report. “The
Security Council must live up to its mandate to respond to such threats—and must
discharge its responsibility to protect—by putting forward a resolution that imposes the
recommendations in this report using its Chapter VIl authority. Absent Security Council
action, member states must work together to achieve the same. Without a concerted effort
to stop ongoing atrocities and to hold the junta accountable for the crimes it has committed
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to date, the junta will undoubtedly continue to persecute its opponents, murder civilians,
and devastate the social, health, and economic well-being of Myanmar.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/report-investigates-and-exposes-junta-crimes-against-
humanity

US Announces More Sanctions on Myanmar Military
VOA News

FILE - Secretary of State Antony Blinken tours the "Burma's Path to Genocide" exhibit at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, March 21, 2022, in Washington.

The U.S. government Friday announced sanctions on five people and five entities connected
to Myanmar’s military.

Those sanctioned include a military unit, arms dealers, military leaders, and companies and
individuals working in the defense sector.

“As we approach one year since the horrific violence perpetrated by the Burmese military
on Armed Forces Day 2021, in which more than 100 people were killed, the United States is
imposing sanctions on five Burmese individuals and five entities in response to the regime’s
brutal crackdown against the people of Burma,” U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
in a statement.

“Since the February 2021 military coup, the military regime has only intensified its violent
crackdown and killed more than 1,700 people, including women, children and aid workers,”
he added.

The sanctioned will have access to assets in the U.S. restricted or blocked. U.S. companies
will also be restricted from doing business with those sanctioned.

The move followed the U.S. designation of the Myanmar government’s treatment of the
Rohingya Muslim minority as genocide earlier this week.

The government of Myanmar has already been sanctioned by the U.S. and other countries
over the treatment of Rohingya Muslims as well as over the military coup in February 2021.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-announces-more-sanctions-on-myanmar-military-
/6501821.html
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