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Eight Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Magwe Ambush: Resistance
Junta troops torch monastery and church on same day in raids on villages in Myanmar’s
north
Soldiers burn hundreds of homes in northern Myanmar villages
Police in Mandalay detain mother of man accused of joining armed resistance
‘When they began using violence on protesters, | had to leave’: Former junta officer
Three junta battalion commanders become highest ranking soldiers to defect since coup,
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Two civilians killed, seven wounded in junta shelling of Mon State pagoda festival
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Eight Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Magwe Ambush: Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 March 2022

Some eight junta soldiers were reportedly killed in a resistance mine attack on a Myanmar
regime convoy in Saw Township, Gangaw District, Magwe Region, on March 17.

“Three military vehicles were traveling from Kyaukhtu to escort a military convoy from
Pakokku. We attacked the Kyaukhtu-Pakokku road with mines. Two of the vehicles were
hit,” a member of Kyaukhtu People’s Defense Force (PDF) told The Irrawaddy.

“We saw eight dead junta soldiers. They put the dead and injured on the third vehicle and
left,” he added.

Following the mine attack, junta soldiers fired at random at shops and houses along the
road and looted valuables, said villagers.

One Kyaukhtu villager said: “We have to guard our village in shifts day and night. Once junta
soldiers arrive, we flee to other villagers. We stay there one or two nights and return to our
village if we think it is safe. Junta soldiers can only loot when there are no people in the
village. And they dare not stay long when there are no residents.”

Kyaukhtu PDF has warned people against using the Kyaukhtu-Pakokku and Kyaukhtu-Htilin
roads as fighting can erupt at any time. The PDF has asked people to tell the group if there is
an emergency and they need to travel.

The regime controls most of Magwe Region’s towns while resistance groups hold large rural
areas.

Groups have formed people’s administrations and police forces in Pauk, Htilin, Yesagyo,
Gangaw, Saw and Myaing townships, where the resistance is strong.

Saw Township people’s administration announced on Feb. 8 that it had formed an interim
police force with 20 striking police officers and resistance fighters to provide security.

The township’s administration has divided Saw Township into three areas, Saw, Kyaukhtu
and Laungchi.

There are five districts and 25 townships in Magwe Region. Resistance groups on the border
of Magwe and Sagaing regions in Gangaw, Saw, Myaing, Yesagyo, Pauk and Htilin are
running parallel administrations and the regime’s authority still functions on the plains in
Magwe, Minhla, Minbu and Pwintphyu townships.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/eight-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-magwe-
ambush-resistance.html
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Junta troops torch monastery and church on same day in raids on villages in Myanmar’s
north

Civilians were also murdered as regime forces swept through two villages in Sagaing
Region’s Taze Township earlier this month

Ko Cho | Published on Mar 21, 2022

Charles Maung Bo, the archbishop of Yangon,
joins junta leader Min Aung Hlaing at a
Christmas event on December 23, 2021 (Junta-
controlled media)

A Buddhist monastery and a Catholic church
were both set on fire when regime forces raided
two villages in Sagaing Region’s Taze Township
earlier this month, according to local sources.

The attacks, which took place on March 12, targetted the villages of Sein Sar and Chaung
Yoe, both located on the road connecting the towns of Taze and Ye-U.

A number of civilians were also killed in the raids, the sources said.

The assaults began when a column of junta soldiers and members of the military-backed
Pyu Saw Htee militia entered Sein Sar at around 11am on March 12 and proceeded to raid
the monastery and interrogate its 70-year-old abbot, Ven. Pyinnya Zawta.

“They made him kneel down with his hands behind his
head. Then they forcibly disrobed him and told him that
they could kill him now because he was no longer a
monk,” a villager who spoke to the abbot about the
incident told Myanmar Now.

According to the villager, a 14-year-old schoolgirl was
shot dead while trying to flee the attack. A paraplegic
woman in her eighties was later rescued after being
trapped inside her home, he added.

MYANMAR

Soldiers also looted the monastery, taking several
appliances and a car, before setting fire to its
community and dining halls. At least 20 Buddha images,
X including one that was more than 160 years old, were

A destroyed by the fire, according to the villager.

A total of 18 buildings were destroyed in the village, he
added.

The column then moved south to the predominantly Christian village of Chaung Yoe, where
they interrogated three nuns, all in their seventies, at the Mary Help of Christians Church.
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A local resident who lives near the church said that the soldiers then set fire to its pulpit and
altar, as well as robes and other sacred items.

A 55-year-old man and his son were also shot and killed during the raid, according to the
Chaung Yoe resident, who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

The attacks on Sein Sar and Chaung Yoe reportedly came after regime forces stationed in
the nearby village of Ponnaka were hit by explosives earlier in the day.

The troops first took control of the village and its two rice mills on February 15, local sources
reported.

According to the Chin Human Rights Organisation, regime forces destroyed 34 churches and
15 other Christian religious buildings between February 2021 and January 2022.

The junta routinely denies responsibility for the destruction of places of worship, which are
often used as shelters by civilians displaced by violence.

Last May, a day after an artillery shell killed four people and injured eight at a church in
Kayah (Karenni) State, Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, the archbishop of Yangon, released a
statement calling on the military to refrain from targeting churches.

Despite not receiving any assurance that such attacks would not happen again, the cardinal
controversially met with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing last December for a Christmas
celebration.

On Christmas Eve, the day after the meeting, regime troops massacred dozens of civilians,
including children and aid workers, in Kayah State’s Hpruso Township.

The incident was one of the most notorious atrocity attacks carried out by the military since
it seized power last February.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-torch-monastery-and-church-on-
same-day-in-raids-on-villages-in-myanmars-north

Soldiers burn hundreds of homes in northern Myanmar villages

Troops fired artillery shells at residents of one village when they tried to return to assess
the damage

Moe Oo / Thura Maung | Published on Mar 21, 2022

The burned remains of homes in Tamoke village seen
on the morning of March 16 (Supplied)

Junta soldiers have burned hundreds of homes in
villages in Sagaing Region’s Khin-U Township this
month, locals residents and resistance fighters have
said.

Page 4 of 52



The troops set fires in seven different villages between March 5 and March 16, destroying at
least 337 houses, according to records compiled by the Khin-U People’s Defence Force
(PDF).

Three trucks carrying about 100 soldiers arrived at Kular Luu at around 1:30pm on March 16
before setting fire to 75 homes, more than a third of the village’s 200 houses.

A military informant showed the soldiers which houses to burn, a resident said. Before
arriving, the soldiers fired artillery shells at the village, he added.

Kular Luu at the time was sheltering people who had fled the village of Tamoke after
soldiers burned houses there just days earlier.

“We were cooking lunch for the displaced locals from Tamoke village when they arrived,”
said the Kular Luu resident. “They fired three heavy artillery shells before entering the
village. They only entered the village, armed with rifles, after most of the villagers had fled
upon hearing the artillery.”

He did not know if there were any casualties during the raid.

About an hour after setting the fires in Kular Luu, the soldiers moved on to neighbouring
Shar Lwin, where they burned down 63 of the village’s 140 houses.

A resident of Shar Lwin whose house was destroyed in the fire said he fled when he heard
gunshots from Kular Luu, which is just a few hundred metres away.

“We tried to go back into the village when the situation seemed calm again but when we got
close they fired nine artillery shells at us,” he added.

The soldiers stayed in Shar Lwin overnight and left at 11am the next morning, after which
the villagers returned to assess the damage and found that recently harvested rice and
other crops were also destroyed in the fire.

“I just think this is very inhumane,” the Shar Lwin resident said. “They don’t even know how
much those houses cost. It pains us deeply as we had to build those houses with our hard-
earned money. It angers us a lot too.”

Villages in Khin-U Township that were torched
between March 5 and March 16 (Myanmar

Now)

% e
Tamoe s i

On March 15, soldiers clashed with resistance

. fighters near Tamoke, which is about four miles
/ Wl o ( from Shar Lwin and Kalar Luu. After the clash,
AT YUy the junta soldiers fired artillery shells at
Tamoke, before raiding it and burning down
almost all of its 100 homes.

KKHIN-U TOWNSHIP|

Some 300 people from Tamoke took shelter in Shar Lwin and Kalar Luu.
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The remains of houses in Shar Lwin that were
burned by the military on March 16 (Supplied)

Before Shar Lwin, Kular Luu and Tamoke were
burned, soldiers torched homes in the villages
of Dan Kone, Mone Taw, Kyun Lel, and Thet
Pay, according to the Khin-U PDF.

N 3 .. Around 1,000 people have been displaced by
the arson attacks, the re5|dents of Kalar Luu and Shar Lwin estimated.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/soldiers-burn-hundreds-of-homes-in-northern-

myanmar-villages

Police in Mandalay detain mother of man accused of joining armed resistance
Daw Nilar is being held at Obo Prison, but it is unclear what charges she faces
Mary Hnin | Published on Mar 21, 2022

Wai Yan Soe’s 54-year-old mother was detained in
Mandalay (Myanmar Now)

Police in Mandalay detained the mother of a
suspected People’s Defence Force (PDF) member
earlier this month after he evaded arrest, two of the
family’s neighbours have told Myanmar Now.

Daw Nilar, 54, was taken away on March 2 when 50
police officers arrived at her house in the Yadanar Su neighbourhood of Chanayethazan
Township in search of her son, 34-year-old Wai Yan Soe.

The two neighbours said they had been told by a police officer that Daw Nilar was
transferred to Mandalay’s Obo Prison, though they did not know where she was held before
then or what charges she was facing.

“She was taken in for questioning about her son and she hasn’t been released yet. She’s not
in very good health. We haven’t been able to contact her,” said one of the neighbours.
“They are actually such a quiet and friendly family.”

Daw Nilar was detained briefly in February along with her daughter when police first came
to their home in search of Wai Yan Soe. The pair were interrogated for a day at the
Mandalay Regional Police Station and then released.

The daughter was not at home when police arrived the second time and so avoided being
arrested.

Daw Nilar is a widow and had been living in the house with just her two children before Wai
Yan Soe left recently, telling his relatives that he was going on a trip, the neighbours said.
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Detaining the relatives of activists and resistance fighters who evade arrest is a common
tactic of the junta. “We’ve been hearing about a lot of cases like this,” said the neighbour.

In November, the junta’s forces arrested the 50-year-old mother of Hein Htet, a Mandalay
engineering student accused of joining the PDF. Khin Aye Maw was later charged with a
terrorism offence and is being held at Obo Prison.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/police-in-mandalay-detain-mother-of-man-
accused-of-joining-armed-resistance

‘When they began using violence on protesters, | had to leave’: Former junta officer

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw discusses why he left to join the CDM and the state of Myanmar’s
army.

By Khin Maung Soe | 2022.03.22

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw in an undated photo.
Banyar Kyaw

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw recently left his unit at
the Myanmar military’s Science and

¥ Technology Department for the country’s anti-
junta Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM),
making him one of the highest-ranking officers
to do so since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup. In an
interview with RFA’s Myanmar Service, he discussed how morale has suffered in the
military since the takeover, how the junta “brainwashes” its soldiers, and the state of the
military regime’s ties with Russia, China, and the West.

RFA: Can you tell me about yourself? When did you leave your unit? What were your
duties?

Banyar Kyaw: | left ... in early February [2022] to join the CDM. My unit is based in Pyin-
Oo-Lwin. Our department carried out research work, just like in civilian research groups,
and | held a lecturer post. We were not involved in combat duties and mainly focused on
research work. | completed Training Batch No. 46 of the Defence Services Academy in
2003.

RFA: What was the main reason that you left the military?

Banyar Kyaw: Even though | am a member of the Armed Forces, | have all along been a
person who loves the company of others regardless of their status ... When the military
began using violence on protesters, when they started destroying people’s homes and
property, | realized | couldn’t be in this organization any longer. All the acts of the
military were in total contrast with my convictions and beliefs. That’s why | decided to
leave them and join hands with the people in the CDM movement.
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RFA: What were your sentiments on the day of the coup?

Banyar Kyaw: On Feb. 1, when the coup was staged, all our phone lines were dead, and
we didn’t know anything at all. When we heard later in the afternoon about the coup, |
knew what a big mistake they had made, and that the country’s future would be seriously
disrupted.

RFA: Did you know about the coup in advance, or did you have any hints about it?
Banyar Kyaw: No, of course not. No knowledge about it in advance, nor any indications.

RFA: When people want to know why you didn’t leave then or in the months that
followed what do you say?

Banyar Kyaw: | had a family with a young baby at that time and | had to think very hard
about the CDM. It was impossible to join the CDM then and that’s why | had to wait for
the right moment.

RFA: So far, you are one of the highest-ranking officers who has left the Armed Forces.
Do you think there are some higher-ranking officers in the military who might want to
join the CDM?

Banyar Kyaw: That will depend on how they look at the current situation, how much they
care about the people and how much sacrifices they can make for a defection. Once a
person has reached a very high position, there will be a lot of complications from which
he wouldn’t be able to free himself.

RFA: You have been to Russia for training. What did you study there?

Banyar Kyaw: | finished university as a physics major student and so | was sent to Russia
to study Laser Holography. | was among the group including technology and medical
officers.

Lt. Col. Banyar Kyaw in an undated photo. Credit: Banyar
Kyaw State of the military

RFA: What is the current strength of the Myanmar military.
Some people say it must be about half a million.

Banyar Kyaw: No, | don’t think there are that many, based on
what we have gathered. Especially now after the coup, with
very few people joining the military and desertions and
several casualties on the battlefields, | think the total
strength could only be somewhere between 250,000 and

300,000.

RFA: We've heard there were a lot of deserters among the lower ranks and many
divisions and battalions have tried to cover it up and were using their salaries and
rations for their own benefit.
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Banyar Kyaw: That is possible because the actual number of desertions cannot be
reported to the higher levels.

RFA: How is morale among the rank-and-file?

Banyar Kyaw: Most of the soldiers are unavoidably carrying out the orders they receive
because they cannot refuse the high pressure from above. Nowadays, while the military
has no support from the people, there are several casualties on the battlefields and the
number of the deserters is rising. Families of arm forces personnel do not dare to go out
in public and show their faces. Some of them do not even dare to go visit their parents
back home. And | think there are a lot among the rank and file hoping to see somebody
who could bring out reforms.

RFA: What are your views on the military playing politics in the country?

The military leaders used beautiful rhetoric to suggest they saved the country from the
brink of disaster and protected race and religion but in reality, they were working to hold
on to power. If they had been really sincere, our country would not be in a situation as at
present.

RFA: What percentage of military officers believe what the leaders were saying?

Banyar Kyaw: | think there must be about 80 percent or so among the officers who
believe that the [junta] is protecting race and religion and that the country cannot survive
without it. Most of us who attended the Defence Services Academy are young people
who are very easy to be brainwashed. Just ‘One Voice, One Command’, as we say. We
would blindly believe in and carry out the commands that came from above.

RFA: People say that the military is trying to throw a wedge among the opposition
forces. What do You think of that?

Banyar Kyaw: Of course, they will do that. They have done it in the past and they will do
so in the future. They will try to cause doubts and disagreements among the people and
dissent among the opposition forces.

RFA: How would you compare the strengths and weaknesses of the military and the
opposition?

Banyar Kyaw: The military has been built for many years to become a powerful entity and
they have all the modern weaponry. However, the leaders have ignored the sentiments
of the lower ranks and have worked largely for their own benefit — something many have
realized and find unacceptable. Many units have been engaged in fighting for many years
and are beginning to show signs of fatigue. That’s their weakness. Worst of all, the entire
people are showing hatred for the military. On the other hand, the democratic forces
have a very high morale even though they do not have the weapons they need.

RFA: What do you think of the armed resistance?

Banyar Kyaw: | think it is borne out of the desire of the people to oppose a military
dictatorship. It has now been more than a year and people are still giving unwavering
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support and they should do so in the same manner for the future. Victory will not be so
far away if they can maintain a strong chain of command and carry on with the revolution
steadfastly and in unity.

RFA: What do you think of the relations between the Russian and Myanmar military?

Banyar Kyaw: They are very close ties which can be seen in the many purchases of
Russian jet fighters, helicopters, and tanks by the Myanmar military.

RFA: What would you like to tell the world?

Banyar Kyaw: I'd like to call on the international community to provide for the people of
Myanmar who are suffering at the hands of the military dictatorship and losing all their

rights with necessary assistance, just like the strong support and assistance given to the
people of Ukraine. The West should also play it right to counterbalance the influence of
Russia and our big neighbor China and reduce the reliance on them.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/violence-03222022000217.html

Three junta battalion commanders become highest ranking soldiers to defect since coup,
says rebel group

The commanders, who all hold the rank of lieutenant colonel, surrendered to the Karen
National Union

Min Min | Published on Mar 21, 2022

Soldiers march during Armed Forces Day celebrations
in Naypyitaw on March 27, 2018 (EPA)

Three lieutenant colonels serving as battalion
commanders for the Myanmar military have defected
and surrendered to the Karen National Union (KNU),
making them the highest ranking soldiers to do so
since last year’s coup.

Among them is lieutenant colonel Myo Min Tun, who was the commander of Light Infantry
Battalion 351 in Bago Region’s Kyauk Gyi Township, said Pado Saw Taw Nee, the KNU’s
officer of foreign affairs.

Myo Min Tun is a native of Depayin Township in Sagaing Region, where the military has
torched scores of villages and launched airstrikes as part of a scorched earth campaign
targeting civilians and resistance fighters alike.

“The situation has come to a point where | can’t even visit my mother,” the commander told
People’s Goal, an organisation that helps defectors. “I used to be a soldier but now I am a
rebel.”
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Myo Min Tun surrendered to the KNU’s Brigade 5 in Karen State’s Hpapun Township, Pado
Saw Taw Nee said. He said he could not disclose details about the other defectors yet
because of security concerns.

“We will release more information on the other battalion commanders later,” he said.

Lieutenant colonels are often appointed as battalion commanders, where they are the
highest ranking officers among on-the-ground soldiers, and are of great importance in the
management of units and their operations.

Captain Khant Ko, another soldier who has joined the CDM, said over 100 officers and
soldiers have contacted him since it was revealed last week that the Australian
government granted asylum to military defectors from Myanmar.

“Many have contacted me after the news about Australia broke,” he told Myanmar Now.
“They asked so many questions, like if they would be transferred to Australia immediately
and if they could take their families too.”

Captain Khant Ko served in the military for seven years and worked at an arms factory
before defecting in May.

Pado Saw Taw Nee said he urged more soldiers to “be on the right side of history.”

“We need to let people in the military know that now is the best time to join the people’s
side,” he said. “There is no doubt about what is right. This is how they redeem themselves.
This is how they can be on the right side of history.”

On Thursday KNU officials in the town of Kawkareik warned civil servants and others
working for the junta to leave their posts. “The KNU won't be responsible for the
consequences caused by failing to comply,” they said in a statement.

“We are ready to go to war,” said Pado Saw Taw Nee.

Sergeant Myat Min Thu, a defector who served in the Navy for 13 years, said a number of
soldiers who left the military have joined the armed resistance against the junta, while
others were helping with weapons production.

There are also a number of soldiers who have fled the military and gone into hiding but have
not contacted anti-junta groups to inform them about their defections, he added.

“l have at least 15 friends who have defected from the military but haven’t signed up
anywhere,” he said.

Myat Min Thu, 33, is training young resistance fighters in a rebel-held area after making
contact with the underground National Unity Government (NUG).

The junta’s information minister Maung Maung Ohn told Chinese and Japanese journalists
late last month that only one or two soldiers had “switched sides” since the coup.

The NUG said in November that over 2,000 soldiers and 6,000 police officers had defected.
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Several soldiers taking part in the CDM told Myanmar Now that they believed officers were
covering up defections to their superiors and taking the deserted soldiers’ salaries for
themselves. Myanmar Now was unable to verify those claims.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/three-junta-battalion-commanders-become-
highest-ranking-soldiers-to-defect-since-coup-says

Regime Launches Offensive To Build Strategic Border Road In Kachin State
KNG |21st March 2022
KIA soldier

The Burma Army (BA) has launched a clearance
campaign to drive the Kachin Independence Army
(KIA) out of an area where it plans to build a
strategic road from its camp in Waingmaw
Township to the Chinese border. For almost a
week, the KIA has been fighting with BA soldiers on
Falap Hill near Laiza, the headquarters of its
political wing, the Kachin Independence Organisation.

KIO spokesperson Col Naw Bu told KNG that much of the area between Pungling and the
border was taken by the BA in 2018. Now the regime wants to build a road to transport
rations and military equipment, but needs to remove KIA camps along the way. The junta
has already deployed 300 soldiers from 3 Light Infantry Division-88 Battalions and Northern
Military Command Headquarters, supported by a People’s Militia Force (PMF) from
Waingmaw.

The KIO spokesperson said if the regime is determined to go ahead with the road, it’ll be

done, pointing to the superior weapons and unlimited manpower of the BA. “My biggest

concern is that they’ll have to sacrifice the lives of many PMFs for the construction of this
road. We don’t want to kill them.”

The BA shelled KIA Brigade 1, Battalions 251 and 253, with 105 mm and 120 mm artillery
from Wa Byen, Kagam, Nabram and Pungling Shang Hkawng Bum (mountain). A shell landed
on Chinese soil near the Magar Yang internally displaced person (IDP) camp on the border in
Kachin State on 12 March. On the same day, the KIA claimed to have killed 10 BA. A few
days later, the junta fired 100 shells at KIA camps in the region.

One IDP told KNG on condition of anonymity that while they were scared by the shelling,
they were also afraid to leave their camp: “We don’t feel that we’re safe where we live
anymore. We’ve already made preparations to leave the camp, although we’ve the feeling
that we’re not safe anywhere. Still, it’s impossible to sit in the bunker all the time.”

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/21/regime-launches-offensive-to-build-strategic-border-
road-in-kachin-state/
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Two civilians killed, seven wounded in junta shelling of Mon State pagoda festival
DMG | 21 March 2022

DMG Newsroom | 21 March 2022, Thaton, Mon State

seven others were injured by Myanmar
military artillery fire in Thaton Township,
Mon State, on March 19.

i Two locals, including a child, were killed and
1

Residents of Kyauktaung village in Mon
State’s Thaton Township are worried that
fighting between a coalition led by the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the
Myanmar military could escalate after
artillery shells fired by junta troops hit a

pagoda festival.

At least 20 artillery shells were fired by the Myanmar military’s Light Infantry Battalion No. 9
in Win Pa village, Thaton Township, on the night of March 19, and two artillery shells
reportedly landed on the pagoda festival in Kyauktaung village.

A 50-year-old woman from Kyauktaung village and a 7-year-old child from Peinhne village
were killed, and seven others were injured in the shelling, according to local sources.

“Two locals were killed and seven others were injured when artillery shells fired by the
military council fell on a pagoda festival in Thaton Township. | don’t know exactly at this
time whether there will be a battle,” said a source close to the KNLA, which is the armed
wing of the Karen National Union (KNU).

A resident of Kyauktaung village told DMG that civilian casualties in the hostilities between
the KNLA and regime forces are mounting,“Military tensions between the KNLA and the
Myanmar military are running high due to artillery shelling on a pagoda festival. Locals are
worried about more fighting,” the source added.

The Myanmar military has not yet commented on reports that locals were killed in
Saturday’s shelling.

There have been frequent clashes between the KNLA and the Myanmar military in KNU
Brigade 1 territory, such as Kyaikto, Bilin, Thaton and Hpa-an townships, with many civilians
displaced by the conflict.

https://www.dmediag.com/news/4204-shelling-of-mon
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CNF issues 34th Anniversary Statement

By Mizzima |

' The country is in the worst situation it has been
since the coup a year ago and Socioeconomic
conditions are deteriorating and leading to a failed
state, according to a Chin National Front (CNF)
statement issued on 20 March, the 34th anniversary
of its formation.

“Today is the 34th anniversary of when the Chin
National Front was started with the purpose of
establishing the Chin National Union and a federal democracy with full guarantees of
equality and self-determination.

“The CNF bows down to its comrades and the people who gave their lives during the
revolution.

“The Chin National Front is not fighting for our races, religion, or ideology. We will fight
hand in hand with individuals following the path of the people's revolution that involves the
entire Union Nationalities and organizations with the same political stance.

“For the reconstruction of Chin State, the local defense forces must work with their allies to
increase military momentum, be balanced, and attack the junta military council and local
administration, Security and the rule of law will be implemented step by step.”

In addition, the statement urged the people to participate in the revolution in any way they
can and to avoid co-operation with the junta Military Council.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/cnf-issues-34th-anniversary-statement

Cambodia, Japan Leaders Urge Myanmar Junta to Honor ASEAN Peace Plan
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 March 2022

The prime ministers of Cambodia and Japan have urged the Myanmar junta to comply with
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) five-point consensus, and pave the way
for ASEAN members and development partners to distribute much-needed humanitarian aid
to the Myanmar people.

The call for the junta to abide by the five-point consensus was made on Sunday during a
state visit to Cambodia by Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. Japan’s premier was in
Cambodia to strengthen bilateral ties and to discuss economic and security cooperation,
with the crises in Myanmar and Ukraine high on the agenda.

Myanmar has been in social and political turmoil since the military’s coup in February last
year. Last April, coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing agreed a five-point consensus
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with ASEAN leaders to end the crisis, including the immediate cessation of violence in the
country. So far, the regime has failed to honor the plan.

Cambodia’s prime minister Hun Sen, who is the current chair of ASEAN, said during a joint
press conference that he and Japan’s prime minister had seriously discussed the Myanmar
crisis and expressed their deep concern about the situation in the conflict-torn country.
They called on all relevant stakeholders to immediately end violence and to start
negotiations with the relevant parties in order to find a peaceful solution to the crisis. They
also called on the military regime to release all detained politicians.

“We both agreed that the Naypyitaw authorities need to comply with ASEAN’s five-point
consensus as soon as possible and to facilitate the distribution of humanitarian aid to the
Myanmar people who are in need. At the same time, we both reiterated the importance of
solving the crisis through negotiations with the relevant stakeholders,” said Hun Sen.

Sophal Ear, Associate Dean and Associate Professor at Arizona State University’s
Thunderbird School of Global Management in the United States, said that Cambodia is
trusted by the junta bosses because Cambodia has also just jailed its opposition leaders so,
in that sense, they are both traveling on the same journey.

“Myanmar, | am sure, would love to be treated like Cambodia, where it can do what it wants
but not be punished. The other ASEAN members who reject Myanmar can maybe get
Cambodia to do things that they would not be willing to do themselves. They can use
Cambodia to send messages to Myanmar,” said Sophal Ear, who is Cambodian-American.

“Cambodia can be a messenger. It should not, however, send a message that is not ASEAN’s,
pretending that it came from ASEAN. Cambodia should not masquerade as though it
represents ASEAN. The views of Cambodia are its views alone and do not represent the
views of ASEAN,” he added.

On Monday, ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar Prak Sokhonn, who is also Cambodia’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, departed for Naypyitaw on his first official visit
to Myanmar as ASEAN envoy.

Also in the delegation are a number of senior officials from Cambodia’s government, likely
including Cham Prasidh, Minister of Industry, Science, Technology, and Innovation, as well
as staff from AHA, ASEAN’s Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster
management.

Prak Sokhonn will spend three days in Myanmar at the invitation of the junta boss, Snr-
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/cambodia-japan-leaders-urge-myanmar-junta-
to-honor-asean-peace-plan.html

Page 15 of 52



ASEAN Special Envoy Will Not Meet Suu Kyi During Myanmar Visit
By THE IRRAWADDY | 21 March 2022

ASEAN’s special envoy for Myanmar, the Cambodian foreign minister Prak Sokhonn, will not
visit jailed State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi during his three-day trip to Myanmar
which began on Monday.

The special envoy’s itinerary, seen by The Irrawaddy, says he will meet the regime’s peace
committee, politicians like U Ko Ko Gyi, the chairman of the People’s Party, who is not
critical of the junta, after meeting the country’s regime chief Min Aung Hlaing.

He planned to meet Daw Su Su Lwin, a former first lady, parliamentarian and member of the
National League for Democracy (NLD), and ex-NLD president U Htin Kyaw but the meeting is
not on the list.

On Monday, Prak Sokhonn met Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw.

It is his first visit as special envoy and he discussed ways to make progress through talks,
according to the junta’s governing body, the State Administrative Council.

Myanmar has been in violent turmoil since the military takeover last year after the junta
gunned down protesters.

To defuse Myanmar’s crisis, ASEAN and Min Aung Hlaing agreed a five-point peace plan,
including a halt to violence and the visit of an ASEAN special envoy, in April last year. But
Min Aung Hlaing failed to honor the agreement, causing disagreement among the bloc’s
members.

The previous ASEAN envoy’s visit to the country was canceled last year after the junta said
no meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi would be allowed. The crisis has since deteriorated.
By Monday, the junta had killed at least 1,687 people, mainly for anti-regime activism,
according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners monitoring group.

Prak Sokhonn became ASEAN’s special envoy for Myanmar after Cambodia took the rotating
ASEAN chair this year. His appointment came after Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
visited Myanmar to meet the coup leader in January to broker talks. The visit was criticized
for legitimizing the regime.

During Monday’s meeting, Min Aung Hlaing tried to play down the crisis and reiterated
claims that the anti-junta protests were politically motivated, leading to unrest and violence,
prompting the military to respond.

The junta said the implementation of the five-point plan and access to humanitarian aid was
discussed. Tens of thousands of civilians have been displaced as junta troops torch villages
in resistance strongholds.

Prak Sokhonn will tour Yangon General Hospital and meet members of the Myanmar Red
Cross Society.
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The General Strike Coordination Body, a leading anti-regime movement, issued a statement
Monday condemning the visit of a special envoy who has failed to object to the junta’s
atrocities.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-special-envoy-will-not-meet-suu-kyi-
during-myanmar-visit.html

ASEAN envoy arrives in Myanmar to ‘end violence,” but won’t meet opposition

Prak Sokhonn has no plans for talks with the deposed NLD or the country’s shadow
government.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.03.21

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) envoy
Prak Sokhonn (L) shakes hands with junta chief Snr.
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing (R) during a meeting in
Naypyidaw, March 21, 2022. Myanmar military

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
envoy Prak Sokhonn arrived in Naypyidaw Monday
with the stated goal of quelling violence in Myanmar
during his first official visit, but observers have
guestioned his commitment after learning he will not be meeting with the junta’s
opposition.

Prak Sokhonn, who is also the foreign minister of Cambodia, ASEAN’s rotating chair, met
with junta chief Snr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing and his deputies to discuss the situation in the
country shortly after touching down in the capital, the military regime said in a
statement. Talks also focused on the implementation of the Five-Point Consensus to
resolve Myanmar’s political crisis the military regime had agreed to during an emergency
ASEAN meeting in April 2020, as well as ties between the bloc and the junta and issues
related to humanitarian assistance, the statement said.

A press release issued last week by Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that Prak
Sokhonn’s two-day visit is “aimed at creating a favorable condition leading to the end of
violence as well as the utmost restraint by all parties; distributing humanitarian
assistance ... and encouraging the political consultations/dialogues among all parties
concerned.”

As part of that mission, the envoy had been scheduled to meet with Su Su Lwin, the wife
of former President Htin Kyaw and a member of the deposed National League for
Democracy (NLD) for Yangon’s Thongwa township, as well as representatives from other
political parties.

However, an NLD lawmaker in Yangon with close ties to Su Su Lwin told RFA’s Myanmar
Service on Monday that she had abruptly canceled their meeting, citing health reasons, in
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what appeared to be a backtrack by the party. The lawmaker, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said that it was “not the NLD’s intention” to meet with Prak Sokhonn in the
first place.

Su Su Lwin is the daughter of late NLD Central Executive member U Lwin and had won a
parliamentary seat in Myanmar’s November 2020 general election to represent
the party in Thongwa before it was deposed in a Feb. 1 military coup the following year.

Kyaw Htwe, a member of the NLD’s Central Working Committee, told RFA that only party
chief Aung San Suu Kyi can speak on its behalf. The Nobel Peace Prize winner and one-
time democracy icon now languishing in prison, facing a raft of charges by the junta.

“Among the five common agreements of ASEAN is a dialogue with the right people,” he
said, referring to the stipulations of the Five-Point Consensus. “There will be no beneficial
results unless talks are held with Aung San Suu Kyi, who is still the current state adviser to
the NLD that won the elections to truly represent the people.”

The junta claims the February 2021 coup was justified because the NLD used voter fraud
to orchestrate a landslide victory at the polls but has yet to present evidence of its
allegations. Security forces have killed at least 1,687 people in the 13 months since and
arrested more than 9,770, mostly during peaceful anti-junta demonstrations.

Bo Bo Oo, a regional NLD lawmaker, criticized the ASEAN special envoy and current
ASEAN chair —Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen — for accepting an itinerary that was
entirely military-approved.

“The ASEAN chairmanship seems to be showing a bit of favor to the junta in Naypyidaw,” he
said. “Not meeting with the NLD, and instead meeting with someone only the junta agrees
to — these are just acts of bullying that they are doing to the people in the current
situation. It’s nothing surprising.”

Protesters against Myanmar's junta burn the flag of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN),
in Mandalay, June 5, 2021. Reuters

No NUG meeting

Also missing from Prak Sokhonn’s agenda is a sit-
down with Myanmar’s shadow National Unity
Government (NUG), which said in a statement
Monday that it had reached out to the envoy’s office ahead of his visit to set up a
meeting and that the offer stands, despite having received no response. The statement
also called on Prak Sokhonn to meet with Aung San Suu Kyi and deposed President Win
Myint, who is also in jail facing charges, “as required by the Five-Point Consensus.”

Attempts by RFA to reach junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun
about Prak Sokhonn’s visit went unanswered Monday.
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However, in an interview on March 18, Zaw Min Tun said the envoy would not be allowed
to meet with those who the junta had designated members of a “terrorist organization,”
in an apparent reference to the NUG.

“No government has allowed [state guests] to meet those who have been declared
terrorists,” he said, adding that “we are not the only government in the world [to do
this].”

In September, Duwa Lashi La, interim president of the then five-month-old NUG, declared
a nationwide state of emergency and called for open rebellion against junta rule,
prompting an escalation of attacks on military targets by various allied pro-democracy
paramilitary groups and ethnic armed organizations.

The military is now entangled in a rat’s nest of conflicts in the country’s remote border
regions and reports have surfaced of troops looting and burning villages they say harbor
anti-junta fighters, as well as detaining, torturing, raping and killing the civilians who live
there.

‘Nothing will come of it’
Other stakeholders in Myanmar outright objected to Prak Sokhonn’s visit.

The General Strikes Coordination Body (GSCB) of 36 activist organizations on Sunday
issued a statement condemning ASEAN and its envoy for failing to demand an immediate
end to the junta’s “atrocities,” and dismissing his visit as “disrespectful.”

Ashin Rajadhamma, a GSCB representative and a member of the Buddhist Mandalay
Sangha Union, told RFA that if Prak Sokhonn does not meet with “leaders represent the
voices of the people, there is no meaning to these meetings at all.

“This is why we issued a statement,” he said. “His visit will not include an accounting of
the demands of the people, and nothing will come of it. That’s why we don’t trust these
meetings.”

Political analyst Sai Kyi Zin Soe said that even if Prak Sokhonn was to ensure that he
meets with all parties, an end to the violence in Myanmar is unlikely given the current
situation.

“Can he really [guide] all stakeholders to stop [the violence]? It all depends on how well
he can set out on a path to satisfy everyone,” he said.

“In the current situation, all he can do is to talk about the need to stop the violence. But |
don’t think he would be able to convince all the groups to accept that.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/envoy-03212022183742.html
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UN: Myanmar is in a State of Profound Humanitarian Crisis

March 21, 2022 | Lisa Schlein

File - Smoke arises from burning buildings
in Waraisuplia village in Kayah State,
Myanmar where Myanmar’s military is
targeting civilians in air and ground
attacks, Feb. 18, 2022.

In her report, the U.N. human rights chief
presents a dismal picture of a country

4 . i 4 Whose economy, security, freedoms,
human rights, and future are systematically being destroyed. Thirteen months after a
military coup overthrew Myanmar’s democratically elected government, Michelle Bachelet
says the human rights of the people are in profound crisis and the country is in total
disarray.

She says formerly stable areas of the country are now beset by widespread violence. She
says the economy is on the brink of collapse, with almost half of Myanmar’s population of
nearly 55 million expected to be plunged into poverty this year.

Despite the consequences, she says people continue to protest the military’s harsh
repression of their rights to freedom of assembly and expression. She says dissenters are
severely punished, noting many are killed, subject to mass arbitrary arrests, and torture.

“Credible sources have recorded the deaths of over 1,600 individuals, many engaged in
peaceful protest. At least 350 of those killed died in military custody, over 21 percent of the
total deaths. Since the first of February 2021, over half a million people have been forced to
flee their homes.”

She notes at least 15,000 people have fled the country. This is in addition to the more than
one million refugees in Bangladesh, most of them Rohingya Muslims. Most have sought
asylum from violence and persecution at the hands of Myanmar’s armed forces.

Bachelet says disproportionate military responses to armed resistance have taken place
with ferocity in multiple ethnic states. She says the brutal operations employed to quell
these areas resemble those employed against the Rohingya in Rakhine State in 2016 and
2017. She says such operations clearly violate international human rights and humanitarian
law.

“Myanmar is increasingly at risk of state collapse, with shattered economic, education,
health, and social protection systems. Collapse of the health system has had devastating
consequences for Myanmar’s COVID-19 response. The country’s precious development
gains have been destroyed by conflict and the military’s abuse of power.”

Bachelet says accountability remains crucial to any solution to this crisis. She urges the
international community to take urgent action to halt violence in Myanmar and to respond
to the acute humanitarian needs of the people.
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Myanmar did not respond to the high commissioner’s report because the United Nations
does not recognize the legitimacy of the military government.

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-myanmar-is-in-a-state-of-profound-humanitarian-crisis-
/6494258.html

US Says Myanmar Committed Genocide Against Rohingya
By AFP | 21 March 2022

The United States has determined that the violence against the Rohingya minority
committed by Myanmar’s military amounted to genocide and crimes against humanity, an
official told AFP Sunday.

Hundreds of thousands of the mostly Muslim Rohingya community have fled Buddhist-
majority Myanmar since 2017 after a military crackdown that is now the subject of a
genocide case at the United Nations’ highest court in The Hague.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken is due to officially announce the decision to designate
that crackdown a genocide in remarks at the Holocaust Museum in Washington on Monday,
where an exhibit on “Burma’s Path to Genocide” — using a former name for the country —
is on display.

Blinken said in December last year during a visit to Malaysia that the United States was
looking “very actively” at whether the treatment of the Rohingya might “constitute
genocide.”

The State Department released a report in 2018 that detailed violence against the Rohingya
in Rakhine State in Myanmar’s west as “extreme, large-scale, widespread and seemingly
geared toward both terrorizing the population and driving out the Rohingya residents.”

“I'll never forget the painful stories | heard in 2017 from members of the Rohingya
community in Burma and Bangladesh—stories of violence and crimes against humanity,” US
senator from Oregon Jeff Merkley tweeted Sunday evening about news of the genocide
designation.

“Good to see the admin take this overdue step to hold this brutal regime accountable,
which I’'ve pushed for years,” he said.

Around 850,000 Rohingya are languishing in camps in neighboring Bangladesh, recounting
mass killings and rape, while another 600,000 members of the community remain in
Rakhine where they report widespread oppression.

A legal designation of genocide—defined by the UN as acts “committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group”—could be followed
by further sanctions and limits on aid, among other penalties against the already-isolated
military junta, The New York Times reported.
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The United States slapped a series of sanctions on the country’s leaders and, like other
Western nations, has long restricted weapons to its armed forces, which even before the
junta took power faced allegations of crimes against humanity for the brutal campaign
against the Rohingya.

The case opened against Myanmar by Gambia at the International Court of Justice in 2019
has been complicated by last year’s coup that ousted civilian leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and her government, triggering mass protests and a bloody crackdown.

The Nobel peace laureate, who faced criticism from rights groups for her involvement in the
Rohingya case, is now under house arrest and on trial by the same generals she defended at
The Hague.

The administration of President Barack Obama pumped large amounts of political capital
into Myanmar’s transition to a fledgling democracy, offering financial help and diplomatic
support.

But the US also made clear its discomfort at ongoing violence between Myanmar’s army and
ethnic rebels as well as religious violence and discriminatory policies particularly targeting
the Rohingya.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-says-myanmar-committed-genocide-against-
rohingya.html

US genocide declaration seen as a ‘way forward’ to justice for Rohingya

Rights groups welcomed Blinken’s announcement, but some advocates said the true test
will come in follow-on action.

By Roseanne Gerin and Khin Maung Soe | 2022.03.21

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken tours the
"Burma's Path To Genocide" exhibit at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, DC, March 21, 2022. AFP

Rights groups on Monday welcomed the U.S.’s
declaration that the Myanmar military
committed genocide and crimes against
humanity against the Rohingya in 2017, but
some advocates said the alleged perpetrators
must actually be punished to deter more atrocities in the country.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the genocide determination was “based on
reviewing a factual assessment and legal analysis prepared by the State Department,”
including documentation from groups including Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch and his department’s “own rigorous fact-finding.”
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The brutal 2017 crackdown against members of the Muslim minority group in western
Myanmar’s Rakhine state left thousands dead and drove more than 740,000 Rohingya to
flee into neighboring Bangladesh. A crackdown in 2016 drove out more than 90,000
Rohingya from Rakhine.

The vast majority of those who fled the violence are still living in sprawling refugee camps
in southeastern Bangladesh.

“We hope that by this determination, for the future of our country, the perpetrators from
the military leadership will be [under] a lot more pressure from the international
community,” Tun Khin, president of Burmese Rohingya Organisation UK, who attended
the event at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, told RFA.

“l believe this will open up a way forward in order to get justice for the Rohingya people,
other ethnic minorities, as well as for the citizens of Myanmar who are suffering killings
and other human rights abuses every day by the military,” he said.

But Murray Hiebert, a senior associate of the Southeast Asia Program at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies in Washington, noted that sanctions already imposed
by the U.S. and its allies on Myanmar generals deemed responsible for the crackdown
have not seemed to alter the military’s brutal behavior.

The military still overthrew the elected government in a coup in February 2021 and has
since attacked and killed thousands of citizens, he said. Additional sanctions at the United
Nations would likely be blocked by China and Russia, Hiebert wrote in an email.

“Some human rights activists have called on the Biden administration to cut off oil and
gas exports from Myanmar,” he said.

Maung Zarni, a Burmese research fellow at the Genocide Documentation Center-
Cambodia and an adviser to the Genocide Watch, told RFA that Monday’s announcement
must be followed by specific steps to punish the offenders.

“Unless this determination is translated into a concrete set of actions aimed at dealing
the severest blow to the Burmese military, the principal perpetrating institution, it will
have absolutely no deterrence effect on the ground,” he said via email.

Maung Zarni called the Biden administration to lead a global effort with the European
Union, the U.K. and other democratic states to turn Myanmar into an international
pariah, as they are doing with waves of crippling trade, financial, commercial and
multilateral sanctions against Russia in response to the invasion of Ukraine.

'Remarkable milestone'

Christina Fink, a cultural anthropology professor at George Washington University who
specializes in Myanmar, said Blinken’s determination will be deeply meaningful for the
Rohingya, even though the wider consequences of labeling what happened in Rakhine a
genocide are not immediately clear.
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“They have experienced horrific physical and emotional violence at the hands of the
Myanmar military, but on top of that, they have not been fully believed by fellow
residents in Myanmar or by all governments,” she said via email. “The U.S. government’s
determination that the Rohingya have indeed experienced crimes against humanity and
genocide restores dignity to the Rohingya people.”

Fink said the determination could influence an ongoing case brought by Gambia to the
International Court of Justice (ICJ). The West African nation has accused Myanmar’s
military leadership of violating the 1948 Genocide Convention in Rohingya areas.

“The Myanmar military regime has tried to downplay the case saying that it’s just brought
by the Gambia with the support of Muslim-majority countries because most Rohingya are
Muslim,” she said. “The U.S. government’s determination demonstrates that this is not
about religious affinity but about the rights of all human beings to citizenship, security
and opportunity.”

Wai Wai Nu, a former political prisoner and founder and executive director of the
Women’s Peace Network in Myanmar, told RFA that the determination was important for
the Rohingya who were killed or displaced and for their families.

“A genocide determination by a powerful country like the United States is like an official
pledge or promise that it will help end the human rights violations, including the
genocide in our country,” she said.

Southeast Asian rights group Fortify Rights, which has documented the violence against
the Rohingya, called the determination “historic” and called on U.N. member states to
publicly acknowledge the Rohingya genocide in Myanmar and for the U.N. Security
Council to put forward a resolution to refer the situation to the International Criminal
Court, which unlike the ICJ can prosecute individuals.

“It is a signaling and remarkable milestone for Rohingya victims and survivors that the
U.S. has formally determined that the violence committed against Rohingya by the
Myanmar military amounts to genocide and crimes against humanity,” said Zaw Win,
human rights specialist at Fortify Rights, in a statement. “It has been a long-term
expectation for the Rohingya community.”

In Bangladesh, where the Rohingya refugees now live, Bangladeshi Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan also welcomed the Biden administration’s decision.

“The U.S. announcement would help restore the civil rights of the Rohingya in Myanmar
and speed up their repatriation,” he told BenarNews, an RFA-affiliated online news
service. “The international community and all peoples should know about the genocide
and other inhuman atrocities committed against the Rohingya in Myanmar.”

Dil Mohammad, a Rohingya leader living in a no-man’s land at the Bangladesh-Myanmar
border in Bandarban district told BenarNews: “The massacre of the Rohingya in Myanmar
is a classic example of genocide. The international community believed it, but they did
not officially recognize it.
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“This is no doubt that the U.S. designation of genocide is positive for the Rohingya,” he
said.

Translated by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Additional reporting by BenarNews, an RFA-
affiliated online news service. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/genocide-determination-
03212022194835.html
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