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Soldiers burn seven villages in 12 days in Sagaing’s Khin-U Township

By Mizzima | 18 March 2022

Myanmar junta’s troops set fire to seven villages in Khin-U
Township, Shwebo District, Sagaing Region over 12 days,
according to local sources.

More than 300 houses were destroyed and about 2,500
people were left homeless by the fires that were started
between 5 and 16 March.

“When the junta troops came to the village, they fired heavy weapons. All the villagers were
afraid so they ran away. Then they [the soldiers] entered the village and set fire to the
houses picked out by a dalan [pro-junta informer]. But, the informer made sure the fire did
not reach his house”, said a villager from Sha Lwin Village.

More than 100 houses were destroyed by fire in Sha Lwin and Kala Lu villages on 16 March
and a woman from Sha Lwin village was injured when junta troops opened fire in the village.

Since the coup on 1 February 2021 until 15 March 2022, junta forces have set fire to 7,248
houses, according to a Data for Myanmar research team who said that the actual number of
houses burned was likely to be far higher.

The number of houses set on fire in each region, as recorded by Data for Myanmar, were as
follows: 4,426 in Sagaing Region, 1,148 in Magway Region, 1,121 in Chin State, 357 in Kayah
State, 93 in southern Shan State, 38 in Mandalay Region, 29 in Tanintharyi Region, 24 in the
western part of Bago Region, 7 in Kayin State and 5 in Kachin State.

The seven villages that were set on fire in Khin-U Township between 5 and 16 March were:
Dan Kone Village, Mantaw Village, Kyun Lal Village, Thet Pay Village, Tamot Village, Kala Lu
Village, and Sha Lwin Village.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/soldiers-burn-seven-villages-12-days-sagaings-khin-u-
township

More villages burn in northern Myanmar as guerrillas try to halt latest military rampage

Hundreds of junta soldiers are travelling in a convoy through the south of Kalay Township,
while others bombard the area with artillery

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Mar 18, 2022

_pe's-Danala v & PDF fighters pictured in Kalay Township this month (Kalay PDF)
‘ A unit of almost 300 junta soldiers has burned down houses in
three villages near Sagaing Region’s border with Chin State this
week, while resistance fighters have sought to halt their offensive

by laying explosives in their path.
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The assault began on Monday with the soldiers attacking the villages of Nat Myaung, Nat
Chaung, Chaung Gwa and Hakha Lay in the south of Kalay Township, two People’s Defence
Force (PDF) fighters and a local civilian told Myanmar Now.

“We attacked the junta truck with explosives,” a member of the Kalay PDF said. “Because
we have much less firepower, we use guerrilla warfare techniques when there is a clash.”

The junta’s convoy is made up of 14 military vehicles and
equipped with light and heavy weapons, including rocket
launchers, he added.

The resistance fighters have been unable to prevent the troops
from burning down homes, he said. “They started torching Aung
Chan Thar village just a few moments ago,” he said on Thursday
morning.

Myanmar Now was unable to gather further details about the fire
at Aung Chan Thar. The Kalay PDF said that 72 houses were
burned in Nat Myaung and others were torched in Nat Chaung,
though the exact number is unclear, since Monday.

A unit of junta soldiers stationed 13 miles at the Kalay
Technological University fired heavy artillery into villages where there have clashes this
week, the Kalay PDF member said.

The Kalay PDF and other resistance groups say they have killed seven junta soldiers in this
week’s clashes. A member of the Chin National Defence Force who fought alongside the PDF
groups was also reportedly injured.

Thousands of locals from Nat Chaung, Nat Myaung and Chaung Gwa have fled the violence,
a local resident helping the displaced people said.

“Some fled into the forests and some to the monastery in Nat Myaung,” he told Myanmar
Now. “The majority of those from Nat Chaung fled to the town of Kalay.”

On Thursday the Kalay PDF issued a statement urging civilians not to travel in the south of
the township.

Smoke rises from Aung Chan Thar village at
around 11am on Thursday (Supplied)

Even amid the fighting, residents of Kalay have
continued to stage daily anti-coup protests this
week.

The Kalay PDF said in a statement last month that
it has control of over 70% of the township’s 100 or so villages.

The armed resistance in Sagaing has inflicted heavy casualties against the military’s ground
troops despite being badly outgunned.
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The junta has responded by targeting civilians and guerrilla fighters alike with a scorched
earth offensive involving mass killings, arson, indiscrimnate airstrikes and torture. It has also
cut off internet access to all but a few areas of the region.

The UN said in a report on Wednesday that Myanmar’s military has committed war crimes
and crimes against humanity in its bid to crush the nationwide uprising.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-villages-burn-in-northern-myanmar-as-
guerrillas-try-to-halt-latest-military-rampage

Local PDF leader confirms killing of 10 in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Boh Thanmani said no killings were ordered, and vowed to accept responsibility if found
accountable.

By RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.03.18

People's Defense Force (PDF) fighters in Sagaing
region, in an undated photo. Thu Rain Zin

The leader of an anti-junta paramilitary force in
Myanmar’s Sagaing region on Friday confirmed
reports that his group had killed 10 people in a
November incident and vowed to accept
responsibility if an inquiry launched by the shadow
National Unity Government (NUG) finds him accountable.

The statement by Boh Thanmani, the leader of a People’s Defense Force (PDF) group in
Sagaing’s embattled Yinmabin township, prompted calls for the NUG to conduct a
thorough and transparent probe of the matter to avoid confusion over the role of self-
styled prodemocracy paramilitaries who claim to be protecting civilians from the military
regime’s troops in Myanmar’s remote border regions.

In a letter dated March 14, another anti-junta group calling itself the “Local Defense
Force” (LDF) claimed that Yinmabin PDF fighters had killed 21 residents of the area since
October 2021, including ten of its members during one incident in November.

An investigation into the claims by RFA’s Myanmar Service confirmed the killings in
November, which sources in the area said were carried out by three Yinmabin PDF
members, although their names and ranks were not immediately clear.

The sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said a joint force of fighters from the
two groups had collaborated to plant a landmine ambush for junta troops in Kani
township’s Lar Poet village, but the explosive went off prematurely and nearly killed
members of the PDF. The PDF then arrested the four LDF members involved in the joint
force, and when an LDF leader and five of his fighters went to free them, the PDF killed
them and the four detainees to “get rid of the evidence,” they said.
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RFA could not independently confirm the other 11 killings alleged in the LDF letter and
was unable to contact the families of the victims.

In response to inquiries by RFA, several PDF groups in the area claimed in a joint
statement that “13 people, including Boh Thanmani” were responsible for the 10 deaths
in November. The names of the other dozen alleged perpetrators were not provided.

Boh Thanmani is a former monk named Ashin Sopaka who was known for his anti-military
protests in recent years. After Myanmar’s military seized power in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup,
Ashin Sopaka renounced his monkhood and adopted the alias to become a leader of the
PDF.

When contacted by RFA, Boh Thanmani confirmed the claims in the LDF letter and said he
is fully cooperating with the NUG’s investigation of the killings.

“This incident took place in November last year. Some of these things happen without the
knowledge of the leaders. Directives have now been issued to prevent such incidents in
future,” he said.

“If these cases are proved to [involve murder], the perpetrators will be held accountable
and will be punished. But this will only work if there is a proper, systematic investigation
after the revolution.”

No rule of law

Since the February 2021 coup, junta forces have killed at least 1,687 civilians and arrested
nearly 9,800, mostly during peaceful protests of military rule, according to the Bangkok-
based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP). The military has launched
several offensives against PDF paramilitary groups and ethnic armies in the country’s
border regions, and reports have surfaced of junta troops looting and burning villages,
arbitrarily detaining noncombatants, and raping and killing civilians.

Boh Thanmani said that there is little that can be done while the junta remains in power
because there is no rule of law in effect amid the political chaos.

“Even if one is to be imprisoned, which prison are we going to? There is no prison for us
yet,” he said.

The former monk told RFA that no leader of the Yinmabin PDF had given an order to kill
the 10 LDF members in November and said his group “even provide[s] proper care to
prisoners captured during engagements.”

“Some comrades from the lower ranks might have lost their temper and committed the
killings. These kinds of crimes can happen during wartime,” he said.

“l have agreed to face the consequences if I'm found guilty under the law and given a jail
sentence.
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Boh Thanmani, then known as the Buddhist monk
Ashin Sopaka, in a file photo taken near Mae Sot.
Credit: Reuters

NUG commission of inquiry

When asked about the killings, NUG Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of Defense Naing Htoo Aung
told RFA that a commission of inquiry had been set
up online to investigate the murder in December last year, and that its findings were
presented to NUG Interim President Duwah L’Sheila and Prime Minister Manh Win Khaing
Than on Thursday.

“According to the commission, there may have been some arbitrary arrests and
activities,” he said.

“We will continue to take the necessary steps to ensure that justice is done in accordance
with the law. Even though it’s a revolutionary period for the NUG at present, if there are
any violations of the law, we will act in accordance with the law. We will continue to
adhere to the principle of accountability.”

He said he was unsure whether the NUG plans to issue a statement on the commission’s
inquiry into the killings.

Naing Htoo Aung’s comments came days after United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle Bachelet warned that Myanmar is “caught in a downward spiral of
violence” in her first report to the U.N. Human Rights Council since the coup, citing
reports of military abuses she said, “may amount to crimes against humanity.”

But the report also noted that since the NUG announced the formation of the PDF as a
forerunner to a “Federal Democratic Armed Forces” in May 2021, there have been
“reports of hundreds of targeted killings of individuals perceived as being pro-military, for
most of which no party claimed responsibility.”

It noted that while several iterations of a NUG-issued code of conduct for PDFs contain
provisions based on international standards, including the Geneva Conventions, “serious
long-standing issues ... including forced recruitment, child recruitment and landmine use
by anti-[junta] actors, continue to be reported.”

Bachelet cited reports that, since May, 543 individuals have been killed because of their
alleged support for the military, including 166 local administrators or their family
members, 47 members of the pro-military Union Solidarity and Development Party, and
214 purported military informants.

“It is not possible to attribute most of those deaths to particular actors, but anti-coup
armed elements claimed responsibility for 95 incidents,” her report said.

Call for accountability
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The killings in November mark the first confirmed “massacre” by a local PDF group since
the NUG announced the formation of the paramilitary organization last year.

Than Soe Naing, a political analyst, told RFA that the junta is likely to use the incident as
propaganda against the PDF, which it refers to as a terrorist organization that is
responsible for many of the reported abuses attributed to the military in Myanmar’s
border regions.

He called on the NUG to thoroughly and transparently investigate the incident to ensure
that it does not negatively impact the image of the anti-junta resistance at home or
abroad.

“This case could cause division among the ranks of the PDFs. The NUG’s image could also
be severely tarnished if Western diplomats and lawyers question why such extrajudicial
killings are being carried out — acts not unlike those by the junta’s security forces,” he
said.

“l hope that the NUG government will address this issue effectively and decisively. If they
don’t do that, there will be misunderstandings, not only domestically but also
internationally.”

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/killing-03182022212556.html

Military demands Mandalay hospitals submit patient lists in ‘bid to prevent treatment’ of
injured resistance fighters

The junta has also revoked the licences of 14 medics and threatened to shut down private
clinics that employ CDM doctors

Han Thit / Mary Hnin | Published on Mar 18, 2022

Doctors attend an anti-coup protest in Yangon in
February 2021 (Myanmar Now)
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Military officials in Mandalay have revoked the licences
of medical professionals and threatened to shut down
clinics that employ doctors taking part in the Civil
Disobedience Movement (CDM) against the junta.

Major General Ko Ko Oo, who heads the military’s
central regional command, called a meeting with the owners of private hospitals in the city
on March 12 and said they would also have to submit lists of patients to the junta every day.

The junta also recently revoked the licences of 14 medical practitioners in the city, including
teaching professors and specialists, who are taking part in CDM, according to Dr Soe Thura
Zaw, who is one of the 14.
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The demand for daily patient lists is believed to be an attempt to prevent hospitals from
treating injured People’s Defence Force (PDF) fighters, and a way of tipping the military off
to their whereabouts if they seek medical care.

“They don’t want doctors and hospitals secretly treating PDF members,” said another
Mandalay-based doctor, who asked not to be named.

Medics said that submitting patient lists would be illegal and would violate doctor-patient
confidentiality and the patients’ right to privacy. It is unclear to what extent hospitals and
clinics will comply with the order, or whether it will be enforced in other parts of Myanmar.

Dr Soe Thura Zaw said that under the Labor Law, doctors taking part in CDM can be fired
from their jobs and have their medical licences revoked if they have been absent from their
official places of work for more than three months.

“Everyone is facing all sorts of troubles under the military’s reign,” he said. “The only way to
solve all those problems once and for all is to end the dictatorship for good.”

Medical professionals have been at the forefront of the movement to eliminate the military
dictatorship since the immediate aftermath of last year’s coup, and were the first to refuse
to work under the new junta.

About 80% of Mandalay’s medical personnel have joined the CDM, according to data
compiled by members of the movement, with many opting to treat people privately rather
than work under the junta-controlled health ministry.

Medics have suffered brutal reprisals for challenging the military. In August last year Dr
Maung Maung Nyein Tun died in custody of Covid-19 after being beaten and denied medical
treatment.

Dr Thiha Tin Tun was among over 100 people shot dead by security forces on March 27 last
year.

In June, the former head of Myanmar’s Covid-19 vaccine rollout, Dr Htar Htar Lin, was
arrested and charged with high treason after she sought to prevent the junta from accessing
funds meant to fight the virus.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-demands-mandalay-hospitals-submit-
patient-lists-in-bid-to-prevent-treatment-of-injured

Prisoners Held in Solitary Confinement After Raising Three Fingers to Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 March 2022

Political prisoners held in Dawei, Tanintharyi Region, who raised three-finger salutes against
military rule before their court hearings, have been placed in solitary confinement for nearly
a month, prison sources told The Irrawaddy.
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At least nine prisoners have been isolated after they allegedly incited other prisoners to
display the gesture from the Hunger Games movies as they were taken to the court inside
Dawei Prison in southern Myanmar last month.

They had been handed two- to eight-year jail terms for alleged incitement and illegal
possession of arms and under the Counterterrorism Law. They still face other charges.

Family members said they are concerned for some of the older prisoners and some who
were badly injured when they were being detained.

A member of Dawei Political Prisoners Network said: “They are oppressed in various ways.
They were beaten when they were detained. They are denied medical treatment and
freedom of speech. The regime must stop doing this to innocent people.”

Ousted Tanintharyi Region chief minister U Myint Maung has been held in solitary
confinement since he was detained in February last year.

He was placed under house arrest after Feb. 1 and detained again on Feb. 9 and prosecuted.
In November, he was sentenced to 11 years in prison— two years each for alleged violation
of COVID-19 regulations and incitement, and seven years for violation of financial
regulations regarding the use of regional development funds.

Political prisoners in Dawei joined a hunger strike last month. In Tanintharyi Region more
than 200 political prisoners have been given lengthy jail terms while over 800 inmates are
still on trial, according to the Dawei Political Prisoners Network.

Students are reportedly undergoing interrogation again or being placed under solitary
confinement in Yangon’s Insein Prison. Four students, including central executive committee
members of Yangon University Students Union, are believed to be in solitary confinement,
the students union announced on Monday.

The Kale Prison authorities in Sagaing Region shot dead seven people and injured 12 on
Tuesday when around 50 inmates took three prison officers hostage and tried to escape,
according to the regime. No independent reports are available.

SEO: solitary confinement, three-finger salute, Hunger Games, prisons, Insein, Yangon,
Tanintharyi Region, Dawei Prison, people’s war, political prisoners, People’s Defense Force,
PDF, junta, National Unity Government, civilian deaths, crackdown, military regime, State
Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, coup, military in politics, rule of law, Tatmadaw, National
League for Democracy, human rights, democracy, November 8 general election, Min Aung
Hlaing, State Administrative Council, civil disobedience movement

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/prisoners-held-in-solitary-confinement-after-
raising-three-fingers-to-myanmar-junta.html
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Chin armed group vows to reclaim base overtaken by Myanmar military

The CDF-Kanpetlet is forced to withdraw from a command post by a seven-hour battle in
which junta forces reportedly fired hundreds of artillery shells in their direction

Nyein Swe | Published on Mar 18, 2022

CDF members seen in Kanpetlet in early March
this year (CDF Kanpetlet)

The anti-junta Chinland Defence Force (CDF)
chapter in Kanpetlet, southern Chin State, will
attempt to reclaim a command post occupied by
the junta’s armed forces who used their stronger
firepower to drive the resistance group out of the
location on Wednesday.

A CDF spokesperson told Myanmar Now that around 200 Myanmar army soldiers waged a
seven-hour attack starting at 8am on the site near San Ma Thar village, three miles north of
Kanpetlet town, ultimately forcing the CDF to withdraw.

“We don’t want to clash with them near the villages but we must take our command post
back. We are planning to take it back if they are going to station themselves there,” he said.

The CDF-Mindat, as well as two groups from
Magway Region—the Saw People’s Defence Force,
and the Yaw region-based Youth Force—fought
alongside the CDF-Kanpetlet in Wednesday’s
battle. During the fighting, junta artillery units
from Kanpetlet and Mindat as well as Kyauk Htu in
Magway fired hundreds of shells at the resistance
forces.

Nine homes reportedly caught fire after one of the
shells exploded near San Ma Thar. It was not
known if any villagers were injured in the incident.

“We could have continued fighting until we had no bullets left. We decided to leave for the
safety of the civilians in the area,” the CDF-Kanpetlet spokesperson said.

One member of the group was reportedly killed and two were injured in the clash.

The military council does not typically release information on battles with resistance forces
nationwide. It is not known if they suffered casualties in the recent fighting in Kanpetlet.

The artillery fire by the junta’s forces continued after the CDF’s retreat, the group’s
spokesperson added.

“They didn’t enter the base immediately but they had it surrounded. | don’t know if they
even knew that we had left. They only entered the base this morning,” he said on Thursday.
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That day, there were around 450 Myanmar army troops seen around the township, with
most appearing to be searching for the resistance fighters on the run. It signified an increase
from the estimated 300 soldiers who had been occupying police stations, schools and
education offices in Kanpetlet prior to the arrival of reinforcement troops in early March.

In the week before the attack on the CDF-Kanpetlet base, the 200-man junta column had
fought with the group three times in the area. Some five soldiers were killed and two
members of the resistance injured, according to the CDF.

A serious clash took place between the forces at an airport under construction in Kanpetlet
on March 7, but the CDF said they were outgunned and unable to hold off the junta troops.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/chin-armed-group-vows-to-reclaim-base-
overtaken-by-myanmar-military

Myanmar junta to be charged in Australia for Kayah (Karenni) State mass murder

Mizzima | 18 March 2022

Cars set on fire in Hpruso Township, in Kayah
(Karenni) State on 24 December 2021. Photo: CJ

The shadow National Unity Government’s (NUG)
human rights minister Aung Myo Min said that the
military junta will be prosecuted in an Australian
court for the 24 December 2021 mass murder and
burning of civilians in Hpruso Township, in Kayah
(Karenni) State.

“We are preparing to put the junta on trial for each case of the mass murders on Christmas
eve [24 December]. A group of law experts and people who will represent and sue on behalf
of the victims has been organized, data is being collected. We are making preparations for
this trial in Australia”, he said.

On 24 December, at least 42 civilians were burned and killed in their cars near Moso Village,
in Hpruso Township, Kayah State.

The NUG and local NGOs claim that this was done by the junta soldiers from Light Infantry
Battalion (108) under division (66).

Among the victims were women, children and two staff members from Save the Children.

Aung Myo Min also said that discussions are also underway to put the military junta on trial
in other countries such as Germany and Britain for other cases of human rights abuses.
Preparations for these cases are being made with the help of local law experts.

He made the comments at a 16 March press conference publicising a report by the NUG’s
Ministry of Human Rights on atrocities committed by the junta that was submitted to the
49th regular session of the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) on 16 March.

Page 11 of 51



Data for the report was collected from November 2021 until the start of March 2022. It
highlights five infamous cases including the Hpruso incident. The NUG hopes that the
UNHCR will use data from the report to prosecute the junta.

Aung Myo Min said: “Rather than just repeatedly saying it is worried about Myanmar, we
are hoping that not only will the UN follow its procedures, but that it will also push for the
UN Security Council and member countries to put an action plan into place.”

Since the February 2021 coup junta forces have set fire to about 200 villages destroying over
6,000 homes. Chin and Kayah states and Magway and Sagaing regions are the areas where
the junta has committed the most human rights abuses and arson attacks, according to NUG
data.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-be-charged-australia-kayah-karenni-
state-mass-murder

IDPs in Panglaung Facing Insufficient Drinking Water Issue
By SHAN - March 18, 2022

It is reported that IDPs in Panglaung township, Southern Shan State, are having difficulties
with insufficient drinking water.

Karenni IDPs at Panglaung 18 March 2022

According to a 30 years old woman who is
providing assistance to the IDPs, the IDPs in the
areas have to stay longer; however, the
humanitarian support has been decreasing which
causes the drinking water shortage issue.

“In some areas, people are still donating.

> & However, some areas no longer receive aids. Some
affordable family buy drinking water by themselves. Some people are using stream water
for washing,” the woman who is assisting the IDPs told SHAN.

Covid-19 is another concerned issue because the IDPs are staying together as a group which
is vulnerable to Covid-19 infection.

“We need medicine on our side. Currently, many IDPs are getting sick with coughing and
runny nose,” the above woman added.

As the local donation decreases, IDPs are facing difficulties in term of food and medicines.
Some IDPs try to find a part time job to earn a living.

Almost all of the IDPs are coming from Demosoe township and Nam Mae Khong village
where heavy fights broke out between the PDF and Myanmar army. Some of them are
staying with their relatives, and some of them are taking refuge at monasteries in Panglaung
township.
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Approximately 5,000 people have been internally displaced due to the intense gun fights
between PDF forces and Myanmar army in Karenni (Kayah State). While there are some IDPs
returning home, there are also some fleeing their homes everyday.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24770

Military-linked conglomerate set to own 80% of Telenor Myanmar as junta formally
approves sale

Telenor’s Myanmar unit—including the data of its 18 million subscribers—will be
transferred to a joint venture majority-owned by Shwe Byain Phyu, a company with
military ties

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Mar 18, 2022

' The Myanmar junta’s investment commission gives
regulatory approval of Telenor Myanmar sale this
week (Myanmar Now)

The junta’s investment commission gave regulatory
approval to the sale of Norwegian
telecommunication giant Telenor Group’s Myanmar

@ng@y,&amm:f—— L 228 operations to the Lebanese M1 Group on Tuesday,

concluding the operator’s months-long and

controversial country exit.

Telenor Myanmar leadership informed its staff on Friday that the final owner of the
company would be Investcom, a Singapore-based joint venture set up by M1 for the
purchase of the telecoms infrastructure. The local partner was formally named as Shwe
Byain Phyu, a Myanmar firm with strong ties to the military.

It was explained to staff that Shwe Byain Phyu would own 80 percent of Investcom after the
transaction between M1 and Telenor Myanmar had been completed. Telenor reportedly
claimed to not have participated in discussions between the two entities.

The disclosure marks the first time since the sale process began that Telenor Myanmar is
known to have shared information regarding its operations’ final ownership following its
exit from the country.

Citing leaked documents, Myanmar Now broke the news of the partnership between M1
and Shwe Byain Phyu in early February, outlining the deal that would allow the latter to own
a majority stake in the new firm.

Military authorities initially blocked the Telenor sale when M1 was the sole buyer, but the
company subsequently agreed to transfer a controlling stake in the venture to a Myanmar
company.
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During a phone conversation with Myanmar Now last month, Shwe Byain Phyu’s chair Thein
Win Zaw did not deny his company’s collaboration with M1, but declined to discuss the
details, citing “pending issues.”

A source familiar with the sale process told Myanmar Now that the transfer of the company
to new ownership would likely take place within five working days.

Telenor announced the sale of its Myanmar subsidiary to M1 Group in early July last year
following the deteriorating situation in-country in the wake of the February military coup.

After months of processing, the Post and Telecommunications Department—the military-
controlled industry regulator under the Ministry of Transport and Communications—

gave Telenor the green light to sell in late February. They left the final formal approval to
the Myanmar Investment Commission (MIC), which then completed the transfer paperwork.

Telenor Myanmar CEO Jon Omund Revhaug sent a message to staff on Friday confirming
that the company had received regulatory approval for the sale, an employee told Myanmar
Now on the condition of anonymity. The letter stated that the transaction would be “closed
shortly” and that the sale was deemed to be “the most realistic alternative to keep
employees safe.”

“Telenor has to leave Myanmar because local laws conflict with European laws and our
values,” it said.

In early February, dozens of Telenor Myanmar employees sent a letter calling on the chair of
Telenor’s board of directors, Gunn Weaersted, to “immediately intervene to terminate the
sale.” The letter accused the company of a “lack of transparency with employees”
concerning its exit.

One of the most controversial aspects of the sale’s completion is the imminent transfer of
the data of Telenor’s more than 18 million Myanmar subscribers to M1, and by default, into
the hands of Shwe Byain Phyu.

Telenor, which is majority-owned by the Norwegian government, has come under fire from
international rights groups that say it has not done enough to protect the personal data of
its Myanmar customers—information that is at risk of exposure to the junta through the
sale of its in-country unit to military-linked entities.

The sensitive subscriber data includes the times, dates and locations of calls and text
messages—information that could potentially be used by the military to target its political
opponents.

Legal experts and human rights activists have also urged Telenor to protect the metadata of
its customers, either by putting the sale on hold or by deleting the data before the sale.

In response to these calls, Jgrgen C. Arentz Rostrup, Telenor’s executive vice president and
head of its Asia operations, said last month that there were “no good alternatives” to the
sale of its Myanmar operation amid mounting security issues faced by the company
following the coup.
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One such issue was the junta’s alleged barring of Telenor’s foreign executives from leaving
the country while the regulatory process with the military authorities was still ongoing,
according to Rostrup.

Myanmar Now has learnt that a Norwegian executive who was among those subjected to
the ban was Hans Martin Hgegh Henrichsen, chief corporate affairs officer of Telenor
Myanmar.

Without naming the executive, Telenor spokesperson Cathrine Stang Lund told Myanmar
Now by email on Thursday that the individual had recently been allowed to depart
Myanmar after ten months of being banned from doing so.

“We are pleased by this development, and relieved that he has now been allowed to leave
the country,” she told Myanmar Now.

Some critics of Telenor Myanmar’s sale, including Joseph Wilde-Ramsing, a senior
researcher at the Centre for Research on Multinational Corporations, said in February that
the travel ban should have been dealt with by the Norwegian government separately from
the sale of the Telenor Myanmar unit.

“This is a diplomatic issue that needs to be handled at the highest levels of the Norwegian
government and not something that Telenor should be playing with in the sale, using the
lives and rights of 18 million Myanmar citizens as a bargaining chip,” he explained.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-linked-conglomerate-set-to-own-80-of-
telenor-myanmar-as-junta-formally-approves-sale

ASEAN and Cambodia Embrace Myanmar Junta’s Bloody Generals

By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 March 2022

Chief of the General Staff Gen. Maung
Maung Aye (front) and the Myanmar military
delegation at the 19th ASEAN Chiefs of
Defense Forces Meeting in Cambodia on
Thursday. / Myawady

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
and the current holder of its rotating chair,
Cambodia, have welcomed some of the
generals responsible for the Myanmar regime’s atrocities against its own people, who reject
military rule.

Myanmar’s Chief of Military Security Affairs Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo attended the
19th ASEAN Military Intelligence Meeting (AMIM-19) in Phnom Penh on Tuesday, according
to junta-run media. The meeting discussed the exchange of visits between ASEAN
intelligence officers and the establishment of the ASEAN Military Intelligence Community.
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On Thursday, the regime’s armed forces Chief of the General Staff General Maung Maung
Aye, Chief of Staff (Army) Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun and Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo joined
the 19th ASEAN Chiefs of Defense Forces Meeting (ACDFM-19), the junta media said.

Myanmar has been in political and social turmoil since February last year when the military
staged a coup against the country’s democratically elected National League for Democracy
government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. More than one year on, the takeover has been
seriously resisted by the majority of the country’s people.

The regime has stopped at nothing to crush the opposition. It has sent battalions to
bombard the resistance’s stronghold areas. Fighter jets have been called in to rain down
bombs on civilian neighborhoods accused of harboring resistance fighters. Villages have
been raided and torched, their residents shot down or killed regardless of their age. So far,
the regime has killed at least 1,500 people, mostly for their anti-junta activism.

While regime chief Min Aung Hlaing bears ultimate responsibility for the atrocities, the
three generals who appeared at the ASEAN meetings this week have also played a role in
the raids, torching and killings mentioned above. As the Chief of the General Staff of Army,
Air and Navy, Gen. Maung Maung Aye shares in the guilt for the crimes that ground troops
and air force personnel have committed. So does Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, the Chief of

Staff of Army. Chief of Military Security Affairs Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo is no exception. His
notorious military security affairs unit is the regime’s main apparatus for tracing resistance
members by any means, including brutal raids on homes. Those who are detained undergo
hellish and often deadly interrogations.

Since last year, ASEAN has tried to cool the situation in Myanmar, but its Five Point
Consensus, which includes a call for the immediate cessation of violence in the country, has
been largely ignored by the coup leader. In response, the regional bloc banned Min Aung
Hlaing from attending its summits.

But while Min Aung Hlaing has been sidelined, his juniors are still allowed to join some
meetings like the ones on Tuesday and Thursday, leading to criticism that ASEAN’s approach
to the junta lacks consistency.

Cambodia is not helping in this regard. Its Prime Minister Hun Sen became the first national
leader to personally meet Min Aung Hlaing after the coup, while others have shunned him.
He dreamed of brokering a thaw in relations between the junta and ASEAN, but later
admitted Myanmar’s regime had made no progress in resolving the crisis and said a solution
was unlikely during the remainder of his year as chair.

However, Cambodia said early this month that the country’s foreign minister will go to
Myanmar on Sunday as the ASEAN special envoy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-and-cambodia-embrace-myanmar-juntas-
bloody-generals.html
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French Embassy Condemns Myanmar Junta’s Destruction of Murals

By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 March 2022

Junta employees paint over the art. / Supplied

The French Embassy in Myanmar has condemned
the junta’s destruction of public murals on
Yangon’s Myaynigone flyover that were the result
of an artistic collaboration between the embassy
and the democratically elected civilian
government that the junta overthrew in last
year’s coup.

The embassy said in a statement released on
Friday, a day after the destruction attracted widespread public condemnation, that it “was
astounded to learn that the paintings elaborated in 2016 were deliberately removed by the
administrative services of the 1st February 2021 military coup government.”

The junta on Wednesday whitewashed the popular artworks, which were painted in late
2016 as part of a flyover art project organized by France and the Yangon regional
government. The project transformed the concrete structure into a public space with plants,
street art and a playground. After opening to the public, it quickly became a popular, cool
meeting point, hosting sports and cultural activities.

Popular street art at the Myaynigone flyover in
Yangon

“The French Embassy condemns the
orchestrated disappearance of a work of art
offered to the city and its inhabitants, result of
an artistic cooperation supported by the French
Embassy, the legitimate governmental
authorities and the city of Yangon,” the embassy said in the statement.

Artist and former political prisoner Htein Lin told The Irrawaddy on Thursday that removing
public art was reminiscent of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia and the Taliban in Afghanistan.

“| feel terrible to see art created for the public in a community space removed,” he said. He
added that he was concerned about artistic freedom and future artworks, which are now
seriously threatened with public murals not being spared by the junta and being erased.

Reacting to the destruction of the mural, a young model posted on Facebook, “Real art can
no longer survive in this country.”

In its statement, the French Embassy called for the full respect of freedom of expression and
artistic expression, and the preservation of artworks and the country’s heritage.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/french-embassy-condemns-myanmar-juntas-
destruction-of-murals.html
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ASEAN’s Strategy in Myanmar
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 18 March 2022

Before Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn was endorsed
by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) foreign ministers as ASEAN’s special
envoy to Myanmar, he and his superior, Prime Minister Hun Sen, embarked on their first
attempt to engage with Myanmar.

Just seven days after Cambodia took the chair of ASEAN for 2022, a 16-member team
arrived in the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw on January 7. It was headed by Hun Sen and also
included his two sons, his anointed successor Lieutenant General Hun Manet and Hun Mani.
Also in the delegation was Kao Kim Hourn, Minister Delegate Attached to the Prime
Minister, who is tipped to be the next ASEAN Secretary General.

Prime Minister Hun Sen viewed the visit as an “ice-breaking” mission. Cambodia briefed
senior ASEAN officials about the planned visit at a January 5 meeting. Foreign minister Prak
Sokhonn told them that as the conflict in Myanmar enters a second year, it is important to
re-engage with Naypyitaw to implement ASEAN’s five-point consensus and that requires
building mutual trust and confidence. Prak Sokhonn described Hun Sen’s visit as an effort to
plant a tree for peace and reconciliation. As such, time, patience and pragmatism are
needed before anyone can harvest the fruit.

Now Prak Sokhonn is the ASEAN special envoy to Myanmar. His earlier plan of leaving for
Naypyitaw on 16 and 17 March was delayed due to glitches on the side of the military
regime’s governing body, the State Administration Council (SAC), which is engaged in
intense fighting in Sagaing Region, an area that will be the main focus of humanitarian
assistance in the near future. Now that the SAC has agreed to welcome the ASEAN special
envoy team to Naypyitaw for a three-day mission on 20-23 March, both sides have agreed
on their agendas to show their good faith.

Kao Kim Hourn stated that the special envoy’s trip would focus on ASEAN solidarity and
bringing Myanmar back into the fold, so that ASEAN would become a 10-member bloc
again. On March 11, Kao Kim Hourn told a webinar organized by the Cambodian Institute for
Cooperation and Peace that Prak Sokhonn has two key objectives: first to meet and consult
with multiple stakeholders inside Myanmar and, second, to find ways to speed up the
delivery of humanitarian assistance to the conflict-torn country.

The SAC has made it clear that the special envoy must not engage in any attempt to meet
with the civilian parallel National Unity Government (NUG), which it has labelled a terrorist
group. Naypyitaw has consistently reminded ASEAN of the “one-Myanmar policy” since last
October, when ASEAN decided to invite only senior non-officials to attend ASEAN-related
meetings. The SAC decided voluntarily to skip some of those meetings. An ASEAN diplomat
based in Yangon expressed hopes that the regime leader Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing could
attend future ASEAN meetings if “sufficient progress” has been made as outlined in the five-
point consensus agreed by ASEAN last year.
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At the moment, it is likely that Prak Sokhonn will be able to meet with some senior National
League for Democracy (NLD) officials. However, ousted State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and President U Win Myint are in detention. Without Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s consent,
no senior NLD leaders will dare to represent the NLD. Over 800 NLD members including
senior leaders and chief ministers have been arrested since the coup, and over 600 remain
in detention.

There have been rumors circulating among Yangon-based diplomats that these NLD officials
will include Vice President Henry Van Thio, Pyithu Hluttaw president, T Khun Myat, former
President U Htin Kyaw and his wife Daw Su Su Lwin.

Howver, President Htin Kyaw and Daw Su Su Lwin are loyal to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the
party and it will be surprising to see them compromise their political integrity.

In addition, political activists including Ko Ko Gyi will be meeting with Prak Sokhonn. But a
planned meeting with ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) who have signed the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement has been cancelled. And Ko Ko Gyi, a former political prisoner and
student leader in the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, is today seen as a turncoat and has little
support from Myanmar citizens.

Prak Sokhonn was originally due to meet the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST), a group
of ten EAOs, on Monday in Naypyitaw, but the meeting has been cancelled due to a tight
schedule, said Colonel Khun Okkar, the patron of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization,
a PPST member.

There are also EAOs representatives who would like to meet up with Prak Sokhonn without
going through the SAC. In the future, when the time is right, Prak Sokhonn must also meet
with representatives of the NUG. It will take some time before he will be able to achieve the
so-called “inclusive” dialogue with all the stakeholders as stated in the five-point consensus.

ASEAN’s special envoy hopes that his upcoming visit will be able to gradually lay the
groundwork to facilitate mediation of the dialogue between the parties directly concerned.

According to ASEAN diplomatic sources, Prak Sokhonn aims to convince the SAC to allow
sustained and significant humanitarian aid to needy areas, especially in the north, northwest
and southeast of the country. The sources admitted it would not be an easy task as
humanitarian corridors must be agreed upon, including the logistical practicalities and the
safety of concerned agencies. So far, though, the regime has bombed civilians, houses,
religious buildings, refugee camps and schools and has blocked humanitarian assistance.

The diplomatic sources said that ASEAN’s envoy would suggest the setting up of
coordinating groups on both sides to help ASEAN’s Coordinating Center for Humanitarian
Assistance on Disaster Management. At this point, Prak Sokhonn will not raise the role of
United Nations (UN)-related agencies, knowing the sensitivity of the issue. At the ASEAN
ministerial retreat on 17 February, Thailand recommended that both ASEAN and the UN’s
special envoys work together and synergize their programs, which was reflected in the joint
statement.
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Whether Prak Sokhonn’s first visit will achieve “sufficient progress” to move forward
depends on the SAC’s political calculus. But given the toughness some ASEAN member
states, like Malaysia, Singapore and Malaysia, display towards the Myanmar junta, it’s not
an easy job for Cambodia.

According to Kao Kim Hourn, there will be more visits by the special envoy to Myanmar
during Cambodia’s time as the ASEAN chair. “Give Cambodia a chance,” said Kao Kim Hourn.

Later on, the special envoy also has plans to engage with the special envoys from the UN,
Japan and the European Union, which are key partners of ASEAN.

Prime Minister Hun Sen would like to leave a positive legacy from his time as ASEAN chair.
Thanks to UN efforts in the 1990s, Hun Sen has been able to make economic progress for
the people of Cambodia for nearly four decades. He has also pursued the path of permanent
neutrality espoused by Cambodia’s late King Sihanouk.

But Cambodia is regarded as pro-China and will be closely watched by all the dialogue
partners to see how Hun Sen navigates ASEAN’s relations with great powers at this pivotal
juncture. But Cambodia co-sponsored and voted in favor of the UN General Assembly
resolution condemning the aggression against Ukraine. This latest move may demonstrate a
new diplomatic pragmatism on the part of Cambodia.

It remains to be seen if Hun Sen will succeed in his endeavors to bring Myanmar back into
the ASEAN family, and also to strengthen the bloc’s importance amid the current disruptive
international environment.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/aseans-strategy-in-myanmar.html|

ASEAN Envoy to Myanmar Cancels Meeting with Ethnic Armed Organizations
By THE IRRAWADDY |18 March 2022

The planned meeting between the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) special
envoy to Myanmar and the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST), a group of ten ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs), has been cancelled.

The PPST was formed in 2016 to negotiate with the ousted National League for Democracy
government. It comprises ten EAOs who signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.

ASEAN’s special envoy to Myanmar, Cambodia’s foreign minister Prak Sokhonn, is set to
arrive in Myanmar on Sunday to hold talks with the junta leadership in his first official trip as
ASEAN’s emissary.

Prak Sokhonn was originally due to meet the PPST on Monday in the Myanmar capital
Naypyitaw, but the meeting has been cancelled due to a tight schedule, said Colonel Khun
Okkar, the patron of the Pa-O National Liberation Organization, a PPST member.
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The secretary of the military regime’s National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee,
Lieutenant General Min Naung, sent a letter to the PPST on Monday informing them that
the meeting would not be going ahead.

“Naypyitaw has informed us that the meeting has been cancelled. They said that the envoy
has no time to meet us. He will arrive in Naypyitaw and meet the military chief [Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing]. He will also meet political parties, and then return to Cambodia
on March 23. They said that they are sorry that we EAOs can’t meet him,” said Col. Khun
Okkar.

The PPST has now requested to meet the special envoy outside Myanmar. “We have told
him that we can have a separate meeting outside the country either in Thailand or Phnom
Penh. We have told him that he may appoint the time and place and we are ready to come.
But he hasn’t replied yet,” said Col. Khun Okkar.

The colonel said that it is a priority of the PPST to protect and provide aid to displaced
people in Myanmar, as clashes in the country are escalating and the number of refugees is
increasing. The PPST therefore wants to discuss the supply of aid with the special envoy, he
added.

Yohei Sasakawa, Japan’s special envoy to Myanmar and an advisor to the ASEAN special
envoy, met with some EAOs, as well as the PPST, on March 10 in Chiang Mai in Thailand. At
the meeting, the Japanese government promised to provide 50,000 sacks of rice to
displaced people in territories held by EAOs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-envoy-to-myanmar-cancels-meeting-with-
ethnic-armed-organizations.html

Statements of regret issued after murder of Ta’ang politician
By Mizzima |

15 Shan Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) have issued a statement following the discovery
in a forest of the bodies of the Ta’ang Party regional chairman, Mai Nom Han, his wife and
seven-month-old child.

Locals believe the family was killed by the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS/SSA)
ethnic armed organisation (EAQ). According to them the family was arrested at an RCSS/SSA
checkpoint near Ton Law Village in southern Shan State’s Mong Kai Township.

According to eyewitnesses from Pan Pwe Village and a Ta'ang Palaung soldier who escaped
from the RCSS/SSA forces the family was killed by RCSS/SSA soldiers.

The RCSS has denied arresting Mong Nom Han, but on 10 January, only RCSS troops were
stationed around Ton Law and Pan Pwe villages. Other allied forces only arrived in Ton Law
Village on 24 January, according to villagers.
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Over one thousand people attended the family’s funeral on 13 March and The Ta'ang
Women's Organization (TWO); The Ta'ang Students and Youth Union (TSYU) and the Ta'ang
Political Consultative Committee (TPCC) all sent their condolences.

The statement from the Shan CSOs condemned the killing and other unsolved killings in
Shan State saying: “Conflict among armed groups in Northern Shan State has escalated since
2006 and it has taken a devastating toll on civilians,” and it demanded that “all armed
groups in Shan State to refrain from targeting civilians, take concrete action to end human
rights violations and protect the defenseless people of Shan State.”

They ended the statement by urging “all organizations to establish mechanisms to
investigate human rights violations and atrocity crimes committed in their respective areas
so that the perpetrators can be put on trial and justice can be brought to victims.”

Below is the statement in full:

“We are shocked and saddened by the news that Chairman of Ta'ang National Party Mong
Kung township Main Nom Han, his wife and daughter were killed. The family went missing
in January but their bodies were later found near Ton Law village.

“We strongly condemn any individual and group for targeting innocent civilians, torturing
and arbitrarily arresting, and brutally killing them. We demand justice for Main Nom Han
and his family and the perpetrator must be held accountable.

“Conflict among armed groups in Northern Shan State has escalated since 2006 and it has
taken a devastating toll on civilians. There are scores of reports that innocent civilians were
killed and some simply went missing without a trace.

“It is likewise Maing Nom Han's murder case; justice had not been served for six young men
who went missing in Namkham township where armed conflict is intensified. The
perpetrator who committed the crime of killing the abbot of Shwe Jin monastery of
Kyaukme and abbot of Khur Nim monastery of Lashio have not been brought to justice. NLD
lawmaker U Theik Zaw was murder in his house in November 2020 but the case has
remained unsolved.

“There have been so many case that brutal crimes against innocent civilians were
committed with impunity, thus weakening the hope in justice, and encouraging the
repetition of the same offenses.

“We therefore demand all armed groups in Shan State to refrain from targeting civilians,
take concrete action to end human rights violations and protect the defenseless people of
Shan State.

“We also urge all organizations to establish mechanisms to investigate human rights
violations and atrocity crimes committed in their respective areas so that the perpetrators
can be put on trial and justice can be brought to victims.

“Participating Organizations
1. Tai Youth Yangon
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2. Tai Students' Union - TSU

3. Tai Youth Organization - TYO

4. Global Shan Network

5. Tai Youths Network Japan

6. Tai Youth Community South Korea

7. Tai Sangha Students Thailand

8. Tai Youth Htong Mao

9. Tai Youth Laikha

10. Shan Community Japan

11. Kyun Ta Htaung Myae Foundation
12. Shan Community Denmark - SCDK
13. Tai Community Norway

14. Tai National Community Thailand

15. UK Shan State Society — UKSSS”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/statements-regret-issued-after-murder-taang-politician

Father Of Six Injured By Landmine In Northern Shan State

By SHAN - March 18, 2022

A man collecting bamboo was injured by a concealed landmine on a road between two
villages where rival ethnic armed groups are fighting in Kyaukme Township, northern Shan
State.

Father Of Six Injured By Landmine In Northern
Shan State

According to a youth from an organisation that
helps civilians injured by landmines, the 50-year-
old victim is supporting his six children alone
after his wife died two months ago. With only
$11, the man was unable to pay his own medical
bills for injuries to his right arm and hip sustained in the blast between Mang Aw and Nam
Mang villages on Tuesday 15 March.

“People rarely walk on the road because landmines are often laid there. They’re usually
detonated by animals,” said a Kyaukme Red Cross volunteer who took the victim to the
Kyaukme Public Hospital before the man was taken to Lashio.
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Earlier this month, one youth was killed and another seriously injured after detonating a
hidden landmine. The young men set off the hidden bomb while fishing near Takper Kham
between Buhkar and Ner Hkaw near Union Highway, between Lashio and Mandalay.

In January this year, clashes broke out near the villages between the Restoration Council of
Shan State (RCSS) and members of the Northern Alliance, the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA).

Two women who stepped on a landmine near Nawng Woe on 12 February are still in
hospital.

Two civilians displaced by the fighting accidentally stepped on a landmine while returning to
their house in Kyin Thi, where the RCSS fought with the SSPP and TNLA in Hsipaw Township
in January.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/24773

Villagers Displaced By Putao Conflict Cannot Return Home

KNG | 18th March 2022

Kachin civilians displaced by the conflict in Putao
Township who are sick and without food, have
appealed to church groups for help to return
safely to their villages.

A man from N’se Yang, who requested anonymity,
said Burma Army (BA) soldiers staying in his village
and in Sumpyi Yang for the past two weeks have

T o : . threatened to shoot people for trying to reach
their homes He said they told them they were not allowed to return to their village without
religious leaders. And they were only allowed to return in threes to get food, and only if
they raised a white flag.

Locals estimate that there are at least 300 regime soldiers in the villages.

Last week, the villagers asked for help from Kachin Peace-talks Creation Group, the
Myitkyina Christian Council (MCC) and the Kachin National Consultative Council. An MCC
pastor informed Hkyet Thing Nan, who was appointed chair for Kachin State by the military
junta, and the Northern Military Command about the villagers’ plight, but still waiting for a
response.

More than 5,000 villagers from Lon Shar Yang, Hpert Mer, Sumpyi Yang and N’se Yang fled
after the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s Defence Force (PDF) destroyed
a BA camp in Sumpyi Yang in early February. Although some of them sought refuge with
relatives in Myitkyina, the capital of Kachin State, most fled into the jungle where they ran
out of supplies.
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“Some people in the jungle camps are sick. We have no food and cannot leave the area.
There are volunteer groups who want to help us, but they cannot come to our camp,” said
another man who asked that his name not be published.

Three weeks ago, the regime flew reinforcement troops into Putao and fighter jets bombed
the area around Sumpyi Yang and along the road from Myitkyina to Putao ten times. The
junta has threatened to burn down the village if the KIA and the PDF do not stop ambushing
them.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/03/18/villagers-displaced-by-putao-conflict-cannot-return-
home

Rising commodity prices add to Rakhine State IDPs woes

By Mizzima |

IDPs in Rakhine state. Photo: CJ

Internally displaced people (IDPs) in Rakhine State say that
rising commodity prices have made it harder for them to
survive in camps.

"Now that commodity prices are soaring,., it is more difficult
for us to get enough rice regularly, let alone to eat meat or
fish” said a woman IDP from Sittwe Township.

An IDP from Ohn Yee Phaw camp in Sittwe Township said, “IDPs always have a hard time
getting food, clothes and shelter. Even ordinary people are struggling to make ends meet
now because of commodity prices.”

Rising commodity prices are not the only problems faced by the IDPs.

Currently, it is summer, so there is a shortage of water, said an official from the Ye Phyu Kan
Camp in Ponnagyun Township.

"The pool in the camp we usually use for drinking water has dried up. We have to go
somewhere else and carry the water [back]. The food delivery team has not been here for a
month. We are all struggling,” he said.

Most of the IDPs work in rice paddy fields during the rainy season and on hill-side farms
during the winter. To make matters worse for IDPs jobs are scarce this summer, according
to an IDP from Kyauktaw who spoke to Mizzima.

An IDP aid worker also said that people in some camps are suffering from smallpox.

The IDPs are finding it harder to survive. The World Food Program (WFP) provides 17,000
Kyat per month to each IDP.

The junta’s Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement also provides some support
to the IDPs. But, the military junta’s support has not kept pace with the current rise in
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commodity prices and it is difficult for IDPs to make ends meet, according to an IDP from the
Sun Bawaki Camp in Mrauk-U Township.

So far, some 70,000 IDPs remain in a total of 170 IDP camps in Rakhine State. Hla Thein, the
junta’s Rakhine State’s Administration Council spokesperson, told reporters at a press
conference on 8 March that the IDP camps in Kyauktaw and Rathedaung townships will be
closed.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/rising-commodity-prices-add-rakhine-state-idps-woes
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