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Myanmar Junta Continues to Burn Down Sagaing Villages
Hundreds left homeless as junta razes Myanmar’s slums
Military retaliates against civilians as resistance forces strike junta supply lines in upper
Myanmar
Anti-regime groups attack pro-junta militia in Myanmar’s south
Civilians, soldiers and guerrillas killed in Mandalay as resistance groups step up attacks
against junta
Junta soldiers ‘lead captured guerilla fighter to cemetery with a noose around his neck’
before killing him
Prison guards shoot 7 inmates dead in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
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Myanmar Junta Continues to Burn Down Sagaing Villages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 March 2022

The regime forces burned down about 30 buildings in two villages in Yinmabin Township,
Sagaing Region, on March 16. At least two civilians have been killed so far this week.

About 50 regime troops and Pyu Saw Htee militia members based at Ban Kwee village in the
township since late February attacked several villages, killing civilians and stealing food.

Yinmabin resistance fighters attacked junta troops on Tuesday night, prompting the regime
to send reinforcements from Monywa, the Sagaing capital.

A Htan Sin villager said junta allies in plainclothes burned down her village.

“They burned Htan Sin and Ban Kwee North villages, including houses and warehouses. It is
all our livelihoods,” the villager said.

The regime forces are attacking seven large, affluent villages on the Monywa-Yar highway.

On Monday, two civilians were shot in the head when they met regime forces on the road
after feeding their livestock.

“Another villager was shot in the abdomen when he met soldiers after feeding his pigs. He is
in a critical condition,” said the Htan Sin villager.

More than 1,500 residents from the seven villages have left their homes in recent weeks but
many farmers still try to care for their livestock.

The regime since March 4 has cut mobile internet across Sagaing Region, except in Monywa,
Sagaing, Kale and Shwebo, where its battalions have been based.

Junta forces have torched at least 6,158 civilian homes since last year’s coup with Sagaing
Region suffering nearly 60 percent of the damage, according to the independent research
group, Data for Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-continues-to-burn-down-
sagaing-villages.html

Hundreds left homeless as junta razes Myanmar’s slums
An analyst says the military could be trying to root out resistance or enrich its leaders.
Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service | 2022.03.17

A community of squatters in Sittwe, in Myanmar's
Rakhine state, March 10, 2022. RFA

Hundreds of people are homeless in Myanmar as the
ruling junta razes city slums in a campaign it says is
designed to strengthen the “rule of law” but an analyst
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said is likely a pretext to root out members of the armed resistance or secure lucrative
land development deals for military officers.

Since early December 2021, authorities have destroyed 1,392 structures in the slums of
urban centers that include Yangon’s East Dagon township, Mandalay’s Myit-nge
township, Bago region’s Taungoo township, and the Rakhine state capital of Sittwe,
residents told RFA’s Myanmar Service.

They said 87 residential buildings were torn down in East Dagon’s Dawei Chaung ward in
December, while since the beginning of March, demolition crews have knocked down
around 1,000 buildings —including a train station and shops — in Myit-nge, 200 shops in
Taungoo, and 105 buildings in Sittwe.

Nearly 500 people have been left homeless by the demolitions over the past three
months, sources said.

Sai Kyi Zin Soe, a political analyst, said that the military is evicting squatters and
destroying illegal settlements in the country’s slums based on an assumption that anti-
junta elements operate there.

“They might believe it is necessary to remove these people because they find it politically
difficult to administer the area,” he said. “However, another reason could be for their
own benefit. It is possible that investors and the junta’s cronies are taking the
opportunity to clear the land at a time when the political situation is unstable.”

A resident who witnessed the destruction in Taungoo told RFA that soldiers, police and
municipal workers used heavy machines on March 12 and 13 to flatten shops and houses
in parts of the township they said were “encroaching on municipal land.”

Homes and buildings destroyed “The shops were bulldozed overnight. Some

o it IR 61003 6ToRe Carkia Kpmer havs Seen destiorsd of them were built with reinforced concrete,
i : but they were all cleared up within a few
Mooty 00 Bgss © o hours,” the resident said. “They also

B4

demolished everything along Kan Road,
Market Road and the Yangon-Mandalay

#Sittwe:

105 blidings ' . Highway. They were using five forklifts and a
backhoe while soldiers and police monitored
Taur:goo: the demolition.”

200 shops

A resident of Myit-nge, where the township’s
residents are mostly railways department
LB employees, said nearly all the houses in town
o had been demolished. They said that those
who did not leave the area are now living in

makeshift tents near the site of their former

homes.
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“Almost the entire town is gone — it’s all been demolished,” the resident said, adding
that the military had blocked off the area on March 5 and sent construction vehicles
there three days later. “We saw buildings torn down by backhoes. The armed soldiers
stood by and watched.”

Most of the wells in the area have also been demolished, leaving some people without
access to clean drinking water. Residents told RFA that people had been donating meal
packets and drinking water to the displaced and providing free transportation.

When asked by RFA about the demolitions, junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen.
Zaw Min Tun said the military regime is now focusing on the “rule of law” after previous
governments ignored illegal settlements.

“When it comes to rule of law, there are some areas that are worrisome. We need to
clear them up as the rule of law is at stake in those areas,” he said. “Some squatters have
been cleared and plans are afoot to relocate them.”

Awaiting resettlement

However, a man whose home was destroyed on Dec. 4 by authorities in East Dagon said
that he and others had yet to be resettled.

“We lost everything, including our rights, after the Dec. 4 eviction. We applied, hoping to
get back the land at government rates, in accordance with the law,” he said. “After a
week or so, they replied to us that none of the evicted people would be relocated
anywhere or get any help.”

Among the buildings demolished in East Dagon were eight monasteries, he said. An
appeal made to the junta’s Ministry of Religious Affairs for the return of the land was
ignored.

Some whose homes were destroyed in Yangon said they had been forced to rent
apartments in the city’s suburbs, leaving them with no money for emergency medical
treatment if they fell ill.

People interviewed by RFA said that junta officials in urban areas are continuing to
remove people they consider illegal squatters on state land by issuing eviction notices
and using force when they encounter resistance.

Authorities have killed at least 1,679 civilians and arrested 9,745 since the military seized
power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, mostly during peaceful anti-junta protests, according to
the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/slums-03172022184430.html
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Military retaliates against civilians as resistance forces strike junta supply lines in upper
Myanmar

Anti-junta defence forces ambush military columns on land and water in northern
Sagaing, and further south, a junta unit reduces a village to ashes

Thura Maung | Published on Mar 17, 2022

The burned remains of homes in Tamoke village seen
on the morning of March 16 (Supplied)

Clashes between the Myanmar army and guerrilla
forces in Sagaing preceded the razing of a village by
junta forces in the region’s southern Khin-U Township
and a significant blow by the resistance to military
columns moving through the northern township of

Katha.

Junta troops have been sending supplies and reinforcements through Sagaing—a known
resistance stronghold—to their forces in neighbouring Kachin State both overland and along
the Irrawaddy River, but are frequently intercepted by defence forces.

The military has simultaneously been carrying out daily assaults on villages in the region
amid an internet blackout imposed by the military council in early March.

‘Nothing left, just ashes’

On Tuesday, six miles east of Khin-U town, a local defence force attacked one such military
truck headed north along the road connecting the Sagaing city of Shwebo with the Kachin
capital of Myitkyina. Four more trucks reportedly soon arrived at the scene, resulting in a
“brief clash on the road,” according to a member of the resistance group.

After the defence force withdrew from the area, Myanmar army soldiers reportedly fired
some 20 artillery shells from their position on the road into the nearby village of Tamoke,
forcing all 300 residents to flee.

A member of the guerrilla group involved in the roadside clash noted that Tamoke did not
even have its own local defence force, and he did not know why the military had attacked
the village.

He said that it appeared that the troops had systematically set fire to the deserted homes,
rice stores, cars and motorcycles.

“The fire did not spread on its own. They torched one house after another,” the defence
force member said.

They also stole a 12-wheel truck and slaughtered cows, goats and a pig, he told Myanmar
Now.
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A cow from Tamoke village killed by the military is
seen on the morning of March 16 (Supplied)

When the villagers returned on Wednesday morning,
they said the entire 100-household community had
been burnt down, with just two homes, a school and
a monastery still standing.

“There was nothing left, just ashes,” a Tamoke
resident said.

The military has torched a total of 192 homes and killed 18 civilians in five villages in Khin-U
in the two weeks since the internet was cut off, according to defence forces in the
township.

Supply route attack

Two military boats travelling up the Irrawaddy River presumably to Kachin State were
attacked with handmade rocket launchers by the Katha People’s Defence Force (PDF) on
Monday near Panthay village, according to a statement by the resistance group.

The PDF claimed that one of the vessels was destroyed and dozens of soldiers killed, while
the second boat continued upstream.

The map shows the five locations near the town of Katha,
where junta forces were ambushed on 15 March and 16
March (Myanmar Now)

Injured soldiers were reportedly brought to the Katha hospital
and equipment salvaged from the boat transported to the
Katha-based Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 309. Surviving troops
from the boats joined soldiers from the LIB, forming a 100-
man military column which continued on foot northward along
the western bank of the Irrawaddy.

Over the course of their 20-mile trek on Tuesday and Wednesday, the soldiers were
ambushed in five locations by guerrilla fighters including the Katha PDF who repeatedly set
explosives in their path. Some 15 junta troops are believed to have been killed, according to
a local close to the PDF.

The military boat that withstood the initial attack was seen anchored at a port in Moe Dar
Lay village, the column’s destination and some 20 miles north of Katha town, on
Wednesday.

Nyein Swe contributed to this report.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-retaliates-against-civilians-as-resistance-
forces-strike-junta-supply-lines-in-upper
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Anti-regime groups attack pro-junta militia in Myanmar’s south

The two sides clashed for three hours in a village in Tanintharyi Region’s Palaw Township,
but no deaths were reported

Zaw Ye Thwe | Published on Mar 17, 2022

The Palaw PDF is one of several anti-regime armed
groups active in Tanintharyi Region’s Palaw
Township (Palaw PDF)

Resistance forces in southern Myanmar’s
Tanintharyi Region mounted an assault on members
of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia on
Wednesday, according to one of the anti-junta
groups involved in the attack.

The attack, which took place in Palaw Kone, a village in Tanintharyi’s Palaw Township,
targeted a Pyu Saw Htee leader named Kalar Ni and around 20 other members of the group,
a spokesperson for the Palaw People’s Defence Force (PDF) told Myanmar Now.

Four anti-regime groups active in the area, including the Palaw PDF and the Karen National
Liberation Army, took part in the attack, according to the spokesperson.

“We shot at them from an open field and they shot back at us from inside houses in the
village, but we couldn’t tell which houses they were shooting at us from,” he said.

The two sides clashed for about three hours, but no deaths were reported on either side, he
added.

“The Pyu Saw Htee has all sorts of weapons. They have plenty of ammunition, high-quality
guns, and silencers and snipers,” the spokesperson said, adding that one resistance fighter
had been shot in the arm by a sniper.

He also said that around 20 regime soldiers sent as reinforcements had been killed by
explosives near Nang Payote, a village about 15km away from Palaw Kone, but Myanmar
Now was unable to confirm this claim.

A video of the clash posted by the Palaw PDF, which is under the direct command of
Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government, showed a group of armed youths in
commando uniforms engaging in a gunfight.

A resident of Nat Eain Htaung, a village located next to Palaw Kone, said he heard gunshots
from the battle.

“I heard noises at dawn, but | haven’t heard anything about anyone from the village getting
injured. It wasn’t very far away, but we don’t know who was fighting with whom,” he said.

This is the second time that Pyu Saw Htee groups were attacked in Palaw Township this
month.
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On March 1, the Palaw PDF and another group attacked Pyu Saw Htee members in the
village of Htamin Masar, which has been occupied by junta troops since late last year.

Clashes were also reported in several other villages in the area in January and February.

According to local news outlet The Thanlwin Times, Myanmar’s military has killed 69 people
in Tanintharyi since seizing power in a coup in February of last year.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/anti-regime-groups-attack-pro-junta-militia-in-
myanmars-south

Civilians, soldiers and guerrillas killed in Mandalay as resistance groups step up attacks
against junta

A total of ten people were reported killed and others were severely injured amid two days
of shootings and explosions this week

Mary Hnin | Published on Mar 17, 2022

Flames rise from the wreckage of a motorcycle
after an accidental explosion that killed two anti-
junta guerillas on Tuesday (CJ)

Several soldiers, resistance fighters and civilians
were killed in Mandalay this week during two
days of shootings and explosions, as anti-coup
guerillas stepped up attacks against the juntain
the city.

Three civilians, two resistance fighters and five junta soldiers died amid the violence on
Monday and Tuesday while several others were severely injured, local residents and
resistance fighters said.

In one incident on Monday morning, members of two groups named the Mandalay Black
King Scorpion PDF and the Guerrilla Force of Mandalay threw a grenade at soldiers who
were standing guard in front of the University of Nursing on 62nd street.

One soldier was killed, and others responded by opening fire, killing a man who was passing
through the area. The resistance fighters escaped.

“The victim was just a civilian,” said a local, requesting anonymity. “We don’t exactly know
who he is yet but | heard he was from this ward. He was just walking by when he was shot.”

The guerrilla fighters issued a statement the next day apologising for the civilian’s death.

On the same morning as the grenade attack, the two groups teamed up with a third group
called the Mandalay Ranger Force to shoot junta personnel carrying out security checks at
the junction between 62nd street and Thatepan road, injuring four.
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Corporal Soe Min Aung from Traffic Police Force No. 89 was shot in his right arm, Sergeant
Hein Htut Tun from the Chanmyathazi Fire Station was hit in his right hip and his neck, while
two other junta personnel were injured in the hip and head, local media reported.

At 3pm on the same day, the Mandalay People's Defence Force (PDF) and a group called
Dragon Warriors (MDY-UG) attacked junta forces stationed inside a Women's Affairs office
on 101st street, killing four soldiers, according to Nat Khat, the leader of the Mandalay PDF.

On Tuesday evening, soldiers shot two people—a brother and sister—who were riding a
motorcycle near the corner of 80th and 12th streets on the southern side of the Mandalay
Moat. Locals said the soldiers opened fire because the pair did not stop for a security
check.

Nu Nu Win, age 26, was shot in her neck and died on the spot, while Aung Phyo Kyaw, 25,
was shot in the sternum and was in a critical condition at the time of reporting.

“We heard gunshots last night but we just thought the junta forces were just shooting
around like the usual chaotic animals that they are, until we heard the news this morning,”
said a local woman.

On Monday at around 6pm, two resistance fighters from the Mandalay Ranger Force died
while riding a motorcycle at Thatepan road and 78th street after a bomb they were carrying
accidentally exploded.

A local woman told Myanmar Now that the military deployed guards around the mens’
remains and refused to allow social welfare groups to retrieve the bodies until the following
day.

“They didn’t let them take the bodies and said those were the orders from above,” she said.
“The social welfare people asked them repeatedly to let them retrieve the bodies but they
were denied. They're so cruel that they aren’t even letting people die with dignity
anymore.”

“] personally saw the dismembered limbs scattered all over the road,” said another witness.

A body of a guerrilla fighter is seen near a
motorcycle after accidental explosion on Tuesday
night (CJ)

The following morning, another explosion was
reported near the location of the mens’ remains,
and junta soldiers responded by firing guns in the
area, locals said. The mens’ remains were finally
collected by a welfare group at around 1pm on

Tuesday.

There was another explosion on Tuesday at 7pm on the northern side of the moat, and yet
another an hour later at the staff residence of the local City Development Committee, near
the corner of 36th and 69th streets.
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Another Mandalay resident said people in the city were braced for even more violence. “The
attacks are only going to get more severe,” he said. “We the people need to donate more to
the PDFs. And we need to stay away from the junta’s forces and their buildings.”

“Attacks could take place any moment,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilians-soldiers-and-guerrillas-killed-in-
mandalay-as-resistance-groups-step-up-attacks

Junta soldiers ‘lead captured guerilla fighter to cemetery with a noose around his neck’
before killing him

Ye Min Zaw, 21, was found dead under a pile of sawdust
Zaw Ye Thwe | Published on Mar 17, 2022

Before his body was found, Ye Min Zaw was led to a
cemetery with a noose around his neck by soldiers, a
local guerilla fighter said (Supplied)

A young man who was a member of a local defence
force in Sagaing Region was found dead on Monday
evening under a pile of sawdust, 12 days after he was
seen being led into a cemetery by junta soldiers with a
noose around his neck.

Ye Min Zaw, 21, was part of a self-organising guerilla group in Htigyaing Township’s Bo Te
Kone village that attacked junta convoys with explosives, said Daung Ni, a member of
another resistance group that collaborated with Ye Min Zaw’s.

Several witnesses saw junta soldiers leading Ye Min Zaw to the Bo Te Kone village cemetery
when he was taken on March 2, Daung Ni said: “They borrowed two shovels from the
villagers. People saw a noose around his neck too. He was already badly bruised.”

His body was found with a bullet wound at an old sawmill near the village of Kyauk Aik,
which is a mile from Bo Te Kone.

“The body was already badly disfigured but we recognised the clothes and slippers he was
wearing and that his hair was dyed. We found him face down in a hole,” Daung Ni said.

Daung Ni said his group took photos and videos of the body but was unable to send them to
media or publish them online because the junta has cut off internet access to the region.

Kyauk Aik is 10 miles away from Htigyaing’s urban centre and has over 500 households. To
get to Kyauk Aik from Htigyaing, one has to pass through several other villages, including Bo
Te Kone.

Ye Min Zaw’s group had launched several attacks on junta soldiers passing through the
villages on their way from Htigyaing using homemade explosives, Daung Ni said.
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“They’re a makeshift guerrilla force. They make explosive devices on their own to attack the
junta’s forces. Their explosives are very efficient as well,” he said.

The junta has launched a scorched earth campaign in Sagaing aimed at stamping out a
tenacious armed resistance movement there, with its soldiers massacring civilians and
torching villages.

Htigyaing sits at Sagaing’s borders with Mandalay Region and Shan State, along the
Ayeyarwady river. Since January, the military has intensified operations in the area, leading
to numerous clashes with local defence forces.

Before the coup Ye Min Zaw, who had three siblings and lived with his parents, was just a
typical young man who loved video games, a relative of his said. He joined the armed
resistance in October.

“He was never interested in politics,” said the relative. “He never even read anything on
politics. However when he began to see the atrocities that the military is committing on the
internet, he said he felt guilty just staying at home and doing nothing. We tried to stop him
but he had already made the decision. We finally had to let him go.”

Ye Min Zaw’s father, who also asked not to be named, said he would continue fighting to
overthrow the junta after his son’s death. “I would like to tell the citizens of Myanmar to not
lose hope. | am not giving up either. We have to continue fighting until the end.” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-soldiers-lead-captured-guerilla-fighter-to-
cemetery-with-a-noose-around-his-neck-before

Prison guards shoot 7 inmates dead in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

Authorities say they were responding to a riot, but some question the junta’s version of
events.

2022.03.17

A photo published online by the military's 'Viber
Group' shows an aerial view of Kalay Prison in
Myanmar's Sagaing region, March 15, 2022.
DSINFO

Authorities in Myanmar’s Sagaing region killed
seven inmates and injured a dozen others after
\ using live ammunition to quell a “riot” at Kalay
- ] : Prison on Tuesday, according to the junta. But
sources say the deaths were likely the result of a violent crackdown on a protest over ill-
treatment at the facility.

A statement issued by the junta said that guards at the Kalay prison were forced to open
fire with MA-11 assault rifles Tuesday night when around 50 prisoners led by a detained
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member of the anti-junta Chin National Defense Force (CNDF) paramilitary group named
Van Dam “tried to escape.”

The junta claimed that Van Dam and his fellow inmates had taken Warden Kyaw Thu,
Deputy Warden Cho Min Latt and Deputy Superintendent Yan Paing Myo hostage, and
attempted to flee the prison using the men as bargaining chips.

The CNDF is an offshoot of the prodemocracy People’s Defense Force (PDF) and has been
labeled a terrorist organization by the military.

The dead were identified as Van Dam, Myo Win Aung, Win Ko Naing Ko, Mount Nyi, Myo
Min Tun, Chan Min Ko and Tu Khaing. The names of the injured have yet to be confirmed.

Kalay Prison is located far from any populated area, and RFA’s Myanmar Service was
unable to independently verify the claims made in the official statement.

However, residents of the area and a CNDF official told RFA that they are skeptical of the
junta’s statement based on what they had learned of the incident.

“What was announced by the military is so different from what the people heard. The
military never tells the truth, and this statement is another example of that,” said one
Kalay resident, who declined to be named for security reasons.

“At least seven people were shot dead in prison. The bodies were taken to the town’s
hospital, where they were well-guarded. The bodies are said to now be in the morgue.”

While the source suggested that the junta was not telling the truth about the incident, he
did not provide details about how the official statement differed from other accounts.

Another resident of Kalay told RFA they believe the inmates were killed when prison
guards “cracked down on those protesting the ill-treatment of political prisoners.”

A CNDF official confirmed to RFA that Van Dam, whose real name is Salai Shalom Siang
Thang Lian, was a member of his paramilitary group.

“We do not believe what they have announced. Van Dam is one of our most reliable
comrades. He has been detained for almost a year now. He was not the kind of guy [the
military] described,” said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“He was a man of good character. We are deeply saddened, not only for Van Dam but
also for the other men.”

Van Dam was arrested in June last year while serving in the CNDF in Kalay and was facing
terrorism charges.

Other sources pointed out inconsistencies in the junta’s statement about the shooting.

According to the military, guards at the prison tried to disable the inmates by aiming
below their waists. But residents noted that photos published by the junta on its online
“Viber Group” platform to accompany the statement showed that at least some of those
killed had been shot in the head and chest.
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A lawyer from Kalay, who also declined to be named, told RFA that the photos suggested
guards had acted “illegally” in their response to the situation.

‘Protecting the majority’

Khin Shwe, a spokesman for the junta’s Department of Prisons, confirmed to RFA that
political prisoners were among those killed and injured in Tuesday’s shooting, but did not
provide details on the number of political prisoners involved in the incident.

When asked about the photos, he acknowledged that some of the victims “might have
been hit in the head when they tried to dodge the bullets” and that prison guards may
have misfired “in an emergency situation.”

“This kind of thing can happen when we are trying to protect the majority,” he said. “We
are providing proper treatment to the injured, according to the seriousness of their
injuries. They are getting treatment at the District Hospital.”

Khin Shwe said prison authorities will investigate the incident and take “necessary action”
against those involved.

A spokesman from the Bangkok-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners
(AAPP) told RFA that prison guards may have fired indiscriminately at the political
prisoners “with malice.”

“There is so much repression in prisons, and sometimes political prisoners stage
protests,” the spokesman said, adding that he thinks there is “a good chance” Tuesday’s
deaths were the result of a violent crackdown on such a protest.

“What we are sure of is that political prisoners are now being subjected to torture to
some degree in almost every prison in Myanmar due to the ongoing political unrest,” he
said.

Since seizing power in a Feb. 1, 2021, coup, junta troops have killed at least 1,677
civilians and detained 12,691 political prisoners, according to the AAPP.

Authorities have responded to earlier protests over ill-treatment by political prisoners in
Yangon’s Insein Prison and Mandalay’s Obo Prison by beating protesters, denying them
medical treatment, and putting them in solitary confinement.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/shooting-03172022012134.html

Myanmar Junta's Whitewash Of Giant Mural Sparks Public Anger
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 March 2022

Myanmar’s junta has painted over a giant public mural on Yangon’s Myaynigone flyover, a
popular meeting spot, attracting online condemnation.
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The junta on Wednesday removed the popular artwork, which was painted in late 2016
under the civilian National League for Democracy government.

One of the artists who worked on the project posted: “Our paintings on both sides were
painted over [by] people who don’t understand art.”

The mural was part of a flyover art project, organized by France and the Yangon regional
government, to transform the concrete network into a public space with plants, street art
and a playground.

It quickly became a popular, cool meeting point, hosting sports and cultural activities since
December 2016.

Junta employees paint over the art. / Supplied

Artist and former political prisoner Htein Lin told The
Irrawaddy that removing public art was reminiscent
of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia and the Taliban in
Afghanistan.

“I feel really bad to see art created for the publicin a
community space removed,” he said.

The artist said artistic freedom was being crushed by
the junta.

A resident of Yangon, who only gave her name as Lwin, told The Irrawaddy that the junta
intends to destroy everything achieved under the civilian government.

“It is one of the very few places in Yangon where we can enjoy colorful street art. But now it
is gone,” she added.

A young model posted on Facebook: “Real art can no longer survive in this country.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-whitewash-of-giant-mural-
sparks-public-anger.html

Angry Families Quarrel with Senior Burma Army Officers Over Mis-information Frontline
Soldiers Killed in Battle were ‘Missing’ Not Dead

Family members of Burma Army frontline soldiers killed in action not satisfied with
explanations given quarrelled with the commanding officers.

Karen News | 17 March 2022

The fighting between the Karen National Liberation
Army and Burma Army soldiers from Infantry
Battalion 97 took place at Mae Tru Lo village when
Burma Army soldiers were returning from collecting
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food and military supplies from Mae Wai in Mutraw (Papun) district, Karen State.

Mutraw news sources said the fighting lasted around six hours, left three military personnel
killed and 27 captured including 11 wounded soldiers. The three dead soldiers included a
sergeant while the captured included two company commanders and a captain.

It was reported four soldiers from the KNLA’s Brigade 5 were wounded and four civilians
killed when the Burma Army fired artillery shells into villages.

Kawkareik residents close to the soldiers’ family said family members of the soldiers from
Infantry Battalion 97 who were killed or arrested during fighting with the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), were detained after a heated argument broke out with senior
officers.

In the latest fighting on March 11 between the KNLA Brigade 5 and the Burma army troops
from IB #97 which are deployed in Mae Way village, Dweh Lo Township of Mutraw (Papun)
District in the northern Karen State, the KNLA killed three and captured 27 Burma army
soldiers. The KNLA confiscated a large amount of ammunition, according to local news
reports.

Family members of the frontline soldiers who stayed behind in the IB #97 headquarter in
Kawkareik were unhappy about learning about the incidents. On March 14, 2022 senior
officers from the Military Operation Command #12, which IB #97 is under its command,
visited the family members at the IB #97 headquarter compound where a quarrel broke out.

Sources close to the soldiers’ family said family members of the killed or arrested frontline
soldiers were upset with the Burma Army senior officer’s explanation.

“Officers from MOC #12 met with family members of the dead or arrested soldiers. The
officers didn’t tell the family members the soldiers were killed or arrested. The officers were
offering excuses like frontline soldiers were missing. Family members were not satisfied
with the information and a heated quarrel broke out. After the argument, some family
members were detained by the Burma Army.”

Kawkariek residents said family members of frontline soldiers killed blame senior officers for
not taking responsibility for soldiers killed or arrested at the frontline.

The KNLA Brigade 5 reported of capturing ammunitions including two RPG 7s, one medium
machine gun, four K3 mortars, two snipers, six MA2, eight MA1, six MA3, a large amount of
ammunition and accessories, and more than three million kyats together with mobile
phones were confiscated.

In retaliation for the heavy losses, on 13 March 2022, the Burma Army launched airstrikes
on Mae Thu village tract in Dweh Lo Township and Thay Baw Hta village tract in Luthaw
Townships of Mutraw District, Northern Karen State.

https://karennews.org/2022/03/angry-families-quarrel-with-senior-burma-army-officers-
over-mis-information-frontline-soldiers-killed-in-battle-were-missing-not-dead/
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Protégé of Myanmar Junta Boss Tipped to be His Successor as Military Chief
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 March 2022

When President U Win Myint and his wife were detained on the morning of the February 1,
2021 coup, the arresting team was led by Lieutenant General Moe Myint Tun, the number
four man in the Myanmar military.

Now the 54-year-old is the youngest member of the State Administration Council (SAC), the
military regime’s governing body. He is also the army’s Chief of Staff and the youngest
officer to hold a regional commander position since Senior General Min Aung Hlaing became
head of the military.

Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun is also the chairman of the junta-controlled Myanmar Investment
Commission, making him one of the few SAC members to hold posts in both the armed
forces and the regime’s government.

His loyalty to junta boss Snr-Gen. Min Aung Hlaing is unquestioned. Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun
reportedly sleeps under a picture of his chief.

It is no surprise then that the Lt-Gen, who is over ten years younger than the junta chief, is
being widely tipped as a potential successor to Snr-Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, should he hold an
election in 2023 and run for the presidency.

There is a precedent, too, for such a promotion. Former military dictator Senior General
Than Shwe chose Min Aung Hlaing, who was then the youngest Lt-Gen. in the army, as his
successor when he stepped down.

Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun showed no respect to President U Win Myint when he came to
arrest him, first asking him to step down on health grounds. President U Win Myint replied
that he would rather die than resign.

“It was him [Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun] who told the president that they [the National League
for Democracy’s leadership] are quite cocky,” said a military officer familiar with the event.

That disdain is in sharp contrast to the respect the Lt-Gen. displays for the regime chief. He
first hung his picture above his bed in 2011, while serving as the head of the Fourth Military
Operations Command in Hpugyi, Yangon Region, according to officers who served with him
then.

“He worships him [Snr-Gen. Min Aung Hlaing] as a God,” said a captain who served under
the Lt. Gen.

Who is Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun?

Although Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun has no record of outstanding military or administrative
performance, he rose rapidly through the ranks.

Moe Myint Tun was born in 1968 in Kyauktaga Township, Bago Region. He was part of the
30th intake at the Defense Services Academy. As a junior officer, he spent most of his time
in administrative work.
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As a captain, he worked in the office of General Maung Aye, the then deputy chief of the
former military regime, which called itself the State Law and Order Restoration Council
(SLORC). He replaced General Maung Aye’s personal staff officer Captain Win Tun when he
died.

Later, he became a lieutenant colonel, overseeing No. 303 Battalion based in Paung Laung,
near the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw. The battalion was mainly responsible for providing
security for the SLORC leaders in Naypyitaw.

“Since he became a captain, he was assigned to good postings and rose through the ranks to
become a major general. He was assigned only to units near cities. He was never assigned to
remote areas and | have never heard of him participating in combat,” said one retired Lt-
Gen.

While serving as the head of the Fourth Military Operations Command, Moe Myint Tun was
involved in one military operation in Karen State. But the operation was conducted when
the Karen National Union and the then President U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian administration
had signed a state-level ceasefire. So there was no actual fighting going on in Karen State at
the time.

However, an officer under his command stepped on a landmine while chopping firewood
during the operation. Moe Myint Tun ordered his officers not to report the incident to his
commanding officers, a captain who served in his command at the time told The Irrawaddy.

“He asked us not to report the incident. He has a lust for positions of power. He is the kind
of person who curries favor with higher-ups and oppresses subordinates,” said the captain.

Youngest Commander

While he was serving in the Fourth Military Operations Command, Moe Myint Tun was
assigned in March 2013 to handle sectarian conflict between Buddhists and Muslims in
Meiktila in Mandalay Region. Following riots across the region, President U Thein Sein’s
government had to declare a state of emergency in Meiktila, Mahlaing, Thazi and Wundwin
townships, and sought the help of the military to ensure security.

The riots resulted in heavy casualties because the security forces failed to handle the
situation properly, critics said.

Moe Myint Tun also confiscated land in Yangon’s Hmawbi Township while serving as the
head of the Fourth Military Operations Command.

“He grabbed land from civilians to distribute to tactical and battalion commanders under
him. He had to give the land back when people filed complaints about it,” said an army
officer currently serving in the Fourth Military Operations Command.

But he did not return land he grabbed from local farmers in Hpugyi and Gyoe Phyu in
Yangon Region. Instead, he applied for official land use permits to grow crops on that land,
added the officer.
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Weapons seized from the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army in November 2019. / The
Irrawaddy

In 2015, then Maj-Gen. Moe Myint Tun became
the chief of Naypyitaw Command. At the time, he
was 47-years-old and the youngest officer to hold
the command. Two years later, he became a Lt-
Gen holding the positions of both Chief of Staff (army) and Chief of the Bureau of Special
Operations Six, which oversees Naypyitaw.

He was then assigned to lead the Bureau of Special Operations Two, which oversees
northern Shan State, at a time when the Myanmar military was fighting the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army (TNLA), part of the Northern Alliance, in the region.

His soldiers arrested the leaders and confiscated the drugs and weapons of the Kaung Kha
militia based in Kutkai in northern Shan State, thus destroying the militia. At the end of
2019, his troops also seized over 100 weapons, including Stinger anti-aircraft missiles, from
the TNLA.

Following last year’s coup, the Lt-Gen. became a member of the SAC and was also appointed
chairman of the Myanmar Investment Commission. He remains the army’s Chief of Staff.

The Lt-Gen. has taken the helm of Myanmar’s economic affairs since the coup. From his
time as personal staff officer to General Maung Aye, he has close ties with long-time cronies
U Aung Ko Win, the Chairman of the KBZ Group, and U Tay Za, Chairman of the Htoo Group
of companies. One of his classmates from the Defense Services Academy, U Nyunt Aung, is
also the deputy commerce minister in the SAC.

“His children are still young. So there is no report yet of them establishing a company,” said
a businessman who asked for anonymity. But he is interested in business, added the
businessman.

Will Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun be Promoted This Year?

If Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun is to be the next military chief, he will have to be promoted to
General this year. By mid-2022, he will have been a Lt-Gen. for five years. Under new
guidelines issued by the Ministry of Defence since the coup, officers who have served for
five years as a Lt-Gen. have to retire if they are not promoted.

General Maung Maung Aye, the current Chief of the General Staff (Army, Navy and Air
Force), will turn 60 at the end of this year. Should Lt-Gen. Moe Myint Tun be appointed as
his successor and promoted to General, then it is very likely that he will take over from Snr-
Gen. Min Aung Hlaing as the next head of the military.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/protege-of-myanmar-junta-boss-tipped-to-
be-his-successor-as-military-chief.html
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Myanmar’s Capital, Home to Junta Leaders, Spared Nationwide Power Outages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 17 March 2022

As all of Myanmar suffers serious power shortages that are having a huge impact on
people’s daily lives, the country’s capital Naypyitaw, which is home to coup leader Min Aung
Hlaing and many former military leaders, rarely faces blackouts.

Late last year, the country’s major cities including Yangon and Mandalay began experiencing
occasional power cuts of a few hours a day. The situation deteriorated in the third week of
February, however, and since then there have been fewer than six hours of electricity per
day.

National electricity demand at peak times is 3,400 MW. The junta said recently that
Myanmar is currently able to generate only 873 MW for the whole country due to
infrastructure maintenance and upgrades at an offshore gas station.

The fact that power shortages are rare in Naypyitaw means the capital is using the lion’s
share of the electricity that is being generated, while other cities are plunged into darkness.

“There are virtually no electricity outages in Naypyitaw. When they do occur, they only last
a few hours,” said a resident of the capital.

Naypyitaw comprises eight townships. Min Aung Hlaing lives in Zayarthiri Township, as do a
number of other retired senior military officials. His Commander-in-Chief’s Office is in the
same area. Power outages are completely unheard of in the neighborhood, according to
Naypyitaw residents. Even the streets there are fully lit, while residential areas in some
other townships in the capital face occasional short-time blackouts.

In contrast to Naypyitaw, the country’s former capital Yangon is facing serious electricity
shortages, making it difficult for residents to cook or pump water for household use.

A resident of the city’s Hlaing Township said, “Power cuts have become a daily routine. We
have to wait till the electricity turns back on to cook. We feel as though we have returned to
the time before 2010,” referring to the years of chronic power shortages under the previous
military regime, which controlled Myanmar until early 2011.

In many areas of Yangon, people are suffering water shortages due to the prolonged
blackouts. Charity organizations are distributing water in mobile water tanks, but their
efforts efforts are being hampered by skyrocketing fuel prices. One liter of gasoline for
vehicles costs 2,000 kyats, up from around 600 kyats before the coup in February 2021.

A leader of a charity organization in Yangon’s South Oakkalapa Township said, “We donate
water to those in need but we are also facing difficulties because of the high fuel price.”

Some businesses including those in the garment sector are also feeling the impacts of the
electricity shortage.
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One owner of a garment factory with about 500 employees in Hlaingtharyar Township said,
“We have no regular electricity and face high fuel prices. We cannot run our business
smoothly.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-capital-home-to-junta-leaders-
spared-nationwide-power-outages.html

Reports of fake banknotes on the rise amid economic turmoil in Myanmar

But observers say the junta has no systematic plan to address the issue.

2022.03.17

A photo shows fake 10,000-kyat banknotes taken from
circulation in Myanmar. RFA

Reports of counterfeit banknotes circulating in
Myanmar have skyrocketed in recent weeks amid the
junta’s mismanagement of the economy, but experts
say the military regime is ill-equipped to address the
problem because officials “only know how to give

orders” but not implement them.

Since February, a growing number of posts have appeared on social media allegedly
documenting fake high-denomination bills involved in public cash transactions, while
offers for counterfeit kyats are commonly advertised online or papered on walls at bus
terminals in cities and towns across the country.

Earlier this week, Facebook user “Rose Angle” posted a video in which he complained
about a growing number of fake kyats and provided a demonstration of how the dye
could be washed off one he claimed to have obtained simply by holding it under a
running faucet. The post received several responses by users who included photos of
what they claimed were counterfeit bills they had received in cash transactions.

RFA’s Myanmar Service spoke with sources in the business and banking communities, as
well as other members of the public, who said they had personally dealt with fake
currency and described the problem as increasingly severe.

A salesperson based in the seat of Bago region’s Pyay township told RFA that he was
recently made to cover his company’s loss after he accepted counterfeit banknotes in
one cash transaction.

“We didn’t realize it at first, but when we brought the notes to the bank, they
determined that some of them were counterfeits,” he said, speaking on condition of
anonymity.
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“When such fake notes are discovered, we must pay from our own pockets and it’s not
easy to do that when there are two or three 10,000-kyat counterfeit notes. It hurts a lot.
Thirty thousand kyats (U.S. $17) is a lot for us.”

The salesperson said a similar incident occurred in mid-February and that he had
discovered counterfeit currency twice that month. He now regularly examines the
watermarks and thickness of all bills during cash transactions but noted that spotting
fakes is difficult for average people who lack the tools to detect them.

Soe Tun, a businessman in the commercial capital Yangon, told RFA he had been forced
to obtain a counterfeit bill detector because of the increase in fake bills in circulation.

“We have to be very careful these days as counterfeits are now more common than ever
before,” he said, suggesting the problem had worsened since the junta seized power in a
Feb. 1, 2021 coup, sending the economy into a freefall.

“For money changers, there are machines to detect these counterfeit notes, but they
aren’t accessible to ordinary people. Otherwise, your best option is to deal with
payments through bank accounts, particularly if there is a large amount of money
involved.”

Other sources noted a proliferation of advertisements in recent weeks offering 1 million
kyats (U.S. $560) worth of counterfeit bills for as little as 100,000 kyats (U.S. $56), which
they said had exacerbated the problem.

Investigation underway

Aung Kyaw Than, the junta’s Director General of the Central Bank’s financial management
department, told RFA that efforts are being made to crack down on the sale of
counterfeit notes online.

But he said that reports of such services are overblown.

“These are likely rumors, as | haven’t seen such sales being made,” he said, adding that
the junta’s Ministry of Home Affairs “is investigating the matter to take proper action.”

Junta Deputy Information Minister Zaw Min Tun outright dismissed concerns over the
reports of counterfeiting.

“We have discovered some counterfeit notes, but it wasn’t a lot,” he said, adding that the
fakes “were not of high quality.”

“We’re also watching what's happening on social media and trying to find out the source
of the reports. We have found that [offers of counterfeit bills] weren’t being acted on. |
just want to say that there’s no need to worry about this problem.”

The junta comments follow media reports citing an official announcement in January
which said a police raid on counterfeit bill producers in Karen state’s Myawaddy township
had nabbed more than 1,700 fake 10,000-kyat denomination bills along with uncut sheets
of paper used to print currency.
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Economist Zaw Pe Win said the problem will continue if the junta fails to put systematic
controls in place.

“The problem with the military is that it only knows how to give orders, but it offers no
systematic or technical policy for how to implement them. The junta just tries to fix
problems however it sees fit,” he said.

“If the military doesn’t change that approach, things won’t get any better. Criminals will
produce counterfeits, if given a chance, and they will be distributed to the public. Unless
the junta can find an effective way to stop this, the situation will become worse.”

Zaw Pe Win said that the junta’s violent repression of anti-coup protests had destroyed
investor confidence in Myanmar and the resulting economic turmoil, but ordinary people
are the ones suffering the consequences.

He said the military must normalize foreign trade relations and provide stability if it
hopes to repair the economy but has so far been unable or unwilling to do so.

Meanwhile, the proliferation of counterfeit notes has only added to the anxiety of a
population already grappling with a rapidly depreciating kyat, rising commodity prices,
and worsening food shortages in the wake of the coup.

Reported by RFA’s Myanmar Service. Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in
English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/counterfeiting-03172022013321.html

Myanmar military attends 19th ASEAN Military Intelligence Meeting

By Mizzima |

Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun attended the 12th ASEAN Military
Operation Meeting. Photo: MITV

A Myanmar delegation led by the junta’s Chief of Military
Security Affairs Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo attended the 19th ASEAN
Military Intelligence Meeting-AMIM-19 in Phnom Penh,

. —. Cambodia on 15 March, according to the junta aligned
Myanmar International television (MITV).

The theme for the conference was “Solidarity for Harmonized Security”. Other topics
discussed included an exchange program for junior intelligence officers, the establishment
of an ASEAN military intelligence community and the issuing of a Joint Statement, according
to MITV.

Previously, ASEAN had acted tougher with the Myanmar junta. They banned the junta
leader Min Aung Hlaing from the annual summit of ASEAN leaders in October 2021 and
banned any junta representative from attending the summit of ASEAN foreign ministers
held in February 2022.
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But, on 3 March 2022, the Myanmar Police Colonel Zaw Lin Tun was appointed as the
Executive Director of the ASEAN Police Secretariat whilst he and a delegation from the
Myanmar Police Force were attending the 40th ASEANAPOL Conference held in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, from 1 to 4 March. As well as representatives from ASEAN, representatives
from other countries including the US, the UK, China, Japan, France and Australia also
attended.

According to campaign group Myanmar Now, since the illegal coup attempt, no ASEAN
country has placed sanctions on the Myanmar military junta and its businesses.

In April 2020, ASEAN leaders, in the presence of Min Aung Hlaing, reached a five-point
consensus to try to defuse the situation in Myanmar. In February Chum Sounry, a
spokesman for the foreign ministry in Cambodia, which holds the ASEAN chairmanship for
2022, said: “There has been little progress in carrying out ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus on
how to relieve the situation in Myanmar”.

In a previous statement Myanmar Now said: “While no progress has been made towards the
agreed goals, ASEAN has allowed the illegitimate Myanmar military junta to continue
participating in many of its meetings and hold the rotating chairpersonship of ASEAN
Supreme Audit Institutions.”

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-military-attends-19th-asean-military-
intelligence-meeting
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