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Commander of Myanmar Junta Interrogation Center, Sergeant Shot Dead by Resistance
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 23 January 2023

Major Than Htut (left) and seized documents / Bago Region
PDF

The commanding officer of an interrogation center and a
sergeant, both from the regime’s Military Intelligence unit,
which is infamous for investigating, arresting and torturing
anti-junta forces, were shot dead by local resistance groups on the Yangon-Mandalay highway
on Sunday.

Major Than Htut, the commander of No. 1 Military Security Affairs Auxiliary Force, and Sergeant
Myint Aung from his company were killed in an operation by combined forces of the Taungoo
District People’s Defense Force (PDF) in Bago Region, according to a statement issued by Bago
Region PDF.

The resistance forces ambushed the van the two were traveling in after receiving a tip from the
Yangon UG Association (YUA).

“The military personnel defended themselves with weapons from inside the van. They were
both killed along with two others traveling with them, according to the Taungoo PDF. The
identities of the other two were unknown.

Bago Region PDF said Maj. Than Htut was in charge of an interrogation center on Pyay Road on
the outskirts of Yangon.

“He and his colleague Sergeant Myint Aung investigated and arrested underground resistance
group members by posing as arm traders,” Bago Region PDF said in the statement.

A member of Taungoo PDF said the two junta personnel were identified based on documents
found at the scene. A dozen rounds of ammunition and two pistols were also seized.

“We destroyed the car by setting it on fire,” he said.

The Military Security Affairs Auxiliary Force is under the command of the Office of the Chief of
Military Security Affairs (OCMSA), the regime’s major apparatus for extracting information from
dissidents through torture. OCMSA operatives are believed to have tortured thousands of
detainees. Hundreds of detainees have been killed in military custody in post-coup Myanmar.

The interrogation centers are overseen by Lieutenant General Ye Win Oo, one of the right-hand
men of Myanmar regime boss Min Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/commander-of-myanmar-junta-
interrogation-center-sergeant-shot-dead-by-resistance.html
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Military intelligence officers deceived and killed by Myanmar resistance

Two military security affairs officials who had worked undercover to expose and crush urban
guerrilla forces are targeted in the intelligence operations of the armed resistance

Myanmar Now | Published on Jan 23, 2023

;‘ 7*@ Photos of Than Htut (left) and documents and weapons seized

by the Bago PDF (right) (Bago PDF)

A Myanmar armed resistance group assassinated two army
intelligence officers near a highway in Bago Region on Sunday
afternoon, according to multiple sources.

Members of the third and sixth squadrons under the command
of the anti-regime People’s Defence Force’s (PDF) Battalion 3501 claimed responsibility for the
fatal attack on the military officials. The incident took place at around 1:45pm, some 40 miles
south of the administrative capital of Naypyitaw, on the road connecting Yangon and Mandalay.

Maj Than Htut, who served in the No. 1 Military Security Affairs Auxiliary Unit in Yangon, was
travelling in a black Toyota with Sgt Myint Aung when they were targeted by resistance fighters,
according to a statement on the attack released by the Bago PDF. The group oversees the two
squadrons that were involved in the assault.

The PDF claimed that Than Htut played a significant role in the operation of interrogation
centres in Yangon, and that both he and Myint Aung were responsible for the arrests of urban
guerrilla force members in the city, who they identified through undercover work.

The two officers posed as individuals trying to buy weapons from urban resistance fighters,
according to both a police source in Yangon and the statement from the Bago PDF.

Relying on information provided to the PDF by the Yangon Urban Guerrillas Association, the
resistance group said in the statement that they stopped the car in question in order to arrest
Than Htut and Myint Aung. Once confronted, the men reportedly opened fire on the resistance
fighters, who shot both officials dead at the scene.

The Bago PDF torched the army officials’ car after confiscating their weapons and personal
identification documents. Among these papers was a Covid-19 vaccine certificate issued to
Than Htut by the military, which revealed his rank, unit, and that the major was in his late 30s.

Further details regarding Myint Aung were not available at the time of reporting, but his name
had recently appeared in a leaked army document describing him as leading a fake
underground resistance group in Yangon. He was also said to have coerced detained PDF
members into assisting in military intelligence operations.
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An official from the highway police station in Zee Pin Thar village, located near the site of the
attack, told Myanmar Now that two bodies were found on Sunday afternoon, along with a
burned vehicle. The police officer also said that the two men had visible bullet wounds to the
head and chest.

“I think they each had at least two gunshot wounds. Both were in plainclothes,” he added..

A homicide case was opened at the police station in the town of Yedashe, located a few miles
from the scene of the assassination.

The Bago PDF also said that two other individuals who had been in the car with Than Htut and
Myint Aung attempted to seize the resistance fighters’ weapons during the roadside
confrontation; both were shot dead.

A source within the police force in Yangon who is familiar with the case said that the men were
former guerrilla fighters who had been collaborating with military intelligence to arrest
members of the resistance.

“These two individuals had switched sides and were working as guides,” the police source said.

A Yangon Urban Guerrillas Association spokesperson said that Than Htut had caused discord among
urban guerrillas, and had forced members who had been taken into junta custody to carry out counter-
intelligence on other groups.

“We have been waiting patiently to act... He led undercover operations and was notorious for his
interrogations,” he said.

The police source in Yangon also told Myanmar Now that two military officials who had been
supervisors within the No. 1 Military Security Affairs Auxiliary Unit in Yangon—where the assassinated
officers had worked—were being questioned in a military tribunal at the time of reporting. They were
identified as Brig-Gen Nay Lin Tun and Col Myat Ko, with their military security affairs unit situated near
the junction of the Yangon airport road and Pyay road.

The Office of the Chief of Military Security Affairs, the rebranded military intelligence department, is
currently headed by Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, who is also a joint secretary in the military council.

Myanmar Now understands that the junta’s intelligence department has created several fake
underground groups in an attempt to infiltrate PDF networks and gather data on arms flow to
the country’s major cities. However, Sunday’s assassinations mark the first known occasion
since the February 2021 military coup that a senior intelligence officer was targeted through
the operations of the armed resistance.

Reporting by Han Thit and Maung Shwe Wah

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/military-intelligence-officers-deceived-and-killed-by-
myanmar-resistance
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Myanmar Regime Soldiers Kill Civilians in Chin State
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 23 January 2023

Myanmar junta troops killed at least two residents of a Chin State village over the last week,
according to the local National Unity Government administration.

The Matupi Township People’s Administrative Body found six corpses on January 22, following
a firefight between military regime troops and the Chin Defense Force-Matupi (CDF-Matupi), an
ethnic Chin resistance group. Among the dead bodies were two residents of Nga Lai Village,
Matupi Township. They were named as Salai Van Bate and Salai Lav Lian.

“Both of them are civilians. On January 15, junta troops raided the village and they arrested the
men then. We found out later that one of them was killed when his house was torched, while
the body of the other man was found at the village cemetery,” said a member of the Matupi
Township People’s Administrative Body.

So far, the identities of the other four people found dead are unknown. All four corpses were
badly burned, making identification difficult.

Regime forces also torched houses and a church in Nga Lai Village, as well as using a bulldozer
to destroy properties, according to a statement from the township People’s Administrative
Body.

A combined force of fighters from CDF-Matupi, CDF-Mara and CDF-Zotung responded to the
junta’s assault on Nga Lai Village by launching an attack on a Myanmar military outpost on the
morning of January 21, as well as ambushing a column of regime reinforcements.

“We initiated clashes at five locations on the Mindat-Matupi Road on January 21. The regime
forces suffered at least 17 casualties,” said a CDF-Matupi spokesperson.

The Irrawaddy was unable to verify junta casualties independently.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-soldiers-kill-civilians-in-chin-
state.html

Man found dead after being forced to porter for soldiers near Letpadaung

The victim was captured after helping his mother and sister flee raids by junta troops targeting
villages near the notorious copper mine

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Jan 23, 2023

The badly disfigured body of a man who was detained by regime forces in Sagaing Region’s
Salingyi Township earlier this month was discovered last Thursday, nearly a week after his
capture.
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The body of Khaing Soe, seen on January 19 (Supplied)

Khaing Soe, 36, was taken into custody on January 13 by a
military column that had been carrying out raids in the area
around the Letpadaung copper mine, according to local
sources.

He was one of several people who were apprehended, but
the only one who was not released. Witnesses said that he was later seen being used by the
junta troops as a porter.

“His face was beaten to a pulp. His skull was crushed, and his eyes were almost falling out of
their sockets,” said a man who was a part of the group that retrieved his body.

The body, which was also covered with bruises and scrapes, was discovered in a wooded area
about 100m from the village of Shwe Hlay, the man said.

A local said he suspected that Khaing Soe had been singled out because soldiers found flyers
requesting donations for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in his backpack.

“I think they thought he had something to do with the fundraising program,” the local said,
adding that Khaing Soe was abducted while returning to his home village after taking his
mother and sister to an IDP camp.

Regime forces began raiding villages around the Letpadaung mine earlier this month. Sources
reported that in Khaing Soe’s home village of Kyauk Phyu Taing, 94 families were left homeless
after their houses were set on fire.

A total of at least 200 houses in five villages have been burned down since the raids began, the
sources added.

Although the junta troops have since withdrawn from the area, even residents who still have
homes remain reluctant to return because they are “overwhelmed with fear,” according to one
villager who spoke to Myanmar Now on condition of anonymity.

The Letpadaung mine is jointly run by Chinese mining company Wanbao and the Union of
Myanmar Economic Holdings, Ltd, a military-owned conglomerate.

Since last April, when local resistance forces demanded its closure, the military has repeatedly
launched operations to secure the area, resulting in the displacement of thousands of local
civilians.

Toward the end of last year, raids carried out by soldiers stationed at the mine and others sent
from Monywa, where the headquarters of the military’s Northwestern Regional Command is
located, forced some 10,000 civilians to flee.

Page 7 of 78


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-flee-as-myanmar-military-secures-letpadaung-area-for-chinese-workers
https://myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/salingyi_1_0_0.jpg

At least five other civilians are known to have been murdered by junta troops near the mine
since last year.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/man-found-dead-after-being-forced-to-porter-for-soldiers-
near-letpadaung

Junta air force repeatedly bombs Sagaing Region village

The Myanmar military launches days of consecutive airstrikes on Moe Tar Lay village in Katha
Township

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 23, 2023

Civilian houses destroyed by junta airstrikes on Moe Tar Lay
village in Katha Township on January 19 and 20 (Supplied)

Battles between resistance forces and the military followed a
series of junta airstrikes launched on Friday in Katha
Township, northern Sagaing Region, according to local
sources.

Allied guerrilla groups ambushed a Myanmar army column of more than 70 soldiers under Light
Infantry Division 77 on January 19 near the village of Moe Tar Lay, some 20 miles from Katha
town, as they advanced through the township from the occupied community of Chaung Wa.

Members of the People’s Defence Force (PDF), the People’s Defence Team and the All Burma
Students Democratic Front jointly carried out the assault. The military responded by sending
two fighter jets to bomb Moe Tar Lay at around 4pm, killing seven locals and injuring more than
30.

The next day, as clashes escalated, junta aircraft attacked the area three times between 10am
and 2:30pm, according to a member of the Katha PDF who spoke to Myanmar Now from the
frontline.

He noted that a helicopter and a jet surveyed the area until late in the afternoon.

“We are assuming that they were looking for something as they were just hovering around
without firing. It appeared that they were looking for their people to rescue,” he explained.

Heavy artillery was also fired by the military in the direction of Moe Tar Lay.

Although local media reported that a Myanmar army tactical officer was killed at the site,
Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify his death.

The frontline Katha PDF member said that as of last Friday, the resistance had suffered one
casualty in the episode of fighting, and saw one of its members injured.
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Thousands of residents from Moe Tar Lay and neighbouring Sin Gon Taing and Tut Kone fled
their homes during the fighting and took refuge in Katha town.

Elsewhere in Katha, the PDF clashed with a military column near Alel Kyun on January 19,
according to a man from the area, who said that the junta forces torched the village, forcing its
residents and those from the nearby communities of Than Taung and Pyin Htaung Gyi to flee.

Attacks from guerrilla forces based in the Sagaing townships of Katha and Htigyaing have been
increasing as the military council relies on the Ayeyarwady River—which runs through the
region—to transport arms, ammunition, supplies and reinforcements north to Kachin State.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-air-force-repeatedly-bombs-sagaing-region-village

Junta troops kill man and torch plantation in retaliation for Tanintharyi attack

The attack by local resistance forces left four dead, including a leader of the military-backed Pyu
Saw Htee militia

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Jan 23, 2023

2 Junta troops killed and weapons seized during a clash in
Tanintharyi’s Palaw Township on January 16 (Crocodile Column)

Regime forces murdered a man and set fire to a rubber
plantation after being ambushed in southern Tanintharyi
Region’s Palaw Township early last week, according to a local
resistance source.

The incident occurred in Shut Pon, a village located about 5km
S west of the town of Palaw, a day after anti-junta fighters killed
two soldiers and two members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia there on January 16.

“They came back the next day and slit the throat of a local man. Then they set fire to a rubber
plantation, which spread to several nearby houses,” said Mya Zan, the spokesperson for the
Crocodile Column, a coalition of resistance groups based in the area.

While the victim could not be identified at the time of reporting, he appeared to be in middle
age and was believed to be on his way to work when he ran into his killers, according to Mya
Zan.

The day before the incident, a column of about 50 regime forces was attacked with explosives
as it entered the village at around midday.

The junta troops retreated after about 30 minutes, but fighting later resumed when the
resistance forces encountered soldiers already in the village, said Mya Zan.
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Among those killed was Nyein Chan Aung, a local Pyu Saw Htee leader who was also the
village’s junta-appointed administrator, he added.

Weapons and ammunition—including a carbine, a 9-round pistol, two grenades, 310 5.56mm
bullets, and six 40mm bullets—were also seized from the regime forces.

Shut Pon, a village of around 2,000 households, is regarded as a Pyu Saw Htee stronghold. The
military reportedly supplied weapons directly to Nyein Chan Aung.

Security has been tightened around the village since last week’s attack, with the military
deploying two naval vessels to restrict access, according to monitor group Dawei Watch.

Late last year, the Crocodile Column launched an assault on junta troops stationed in Htamin
Ma Sar, another pro-regime village located about 25km north of Palaw.

The group, which is allied with the publicly mandated National Unity Government, declared
that operation as the first in which several area resistance forces had collaborated on a single
mission.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-troops-kill-man-and-torch-plantation-in-retaliation-
for-tanintharyi-attack

No Justice For Kachin Teachers Murdered 8 Years Ago

23rd January 2023

Kachin rights groups demand justice for Maran Lu Ra (20) and
Tangbau Hkawn Nan Tsin (21), two female teachers who were
reportedly raped and killed by government soldiers in northern
Shan State on 19 January 2015.

“Eight years have already passed and they still haven’t received
justice. That is why we have released this statement as a
reminder of their case. We’ll continue to work until justice is
served,” a Kachin leader told KNG, asking for her name to be
withheld for fear of reprisals.

Fourteen women’s organisations released the statement on the anniversary of their gruesome
murders in Kawng Hkar, Muse Township, where they were volunteering under the Kachin
Baptist Convention (KBC).

The military refused to tell the truth about what happened when multiple soldiers from the 503
Light Infantry Battalion raped and murdered the two volunteer teachers, the statement

said. Since then, the army has continued killing Kachin nationalities and commit other human
rights violations in northern Shan and Kachin states.
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The KBC has said earlier that the Northern Military Command reported that DNA tests were
conducted on all the suspected soldiers and no match was found. Five years after their deaths,
a KBC truth-seeking commission found that justice was delayed because witnesses were afraid
to testify.

Lu Bu, the mother of Tang Bau Hkawng Nan Sin, said, “I’ll always remember them and I'm still
heartbroken...We’ll continue to fight for justice for them.”

During previous anniversaries of the teachers’ deaths, thousands of people gathered to pray for
the deceased teachers, but no memorial service was held in Burma this year.

https://kachinnews.com/2023/01/23/no-justice-for-kachin-teachers-murdered-8-years-ago/

Myanmar Junta Airstrike Targets Ceasefire Signatory

By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 21 January 2023

A Myanmar junta airstrike has targeted the house and office of a Democratic Karen Benevolent
Army (DKBA) commander in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State, near the Thai border,
according to the armed group.

Destruction after the junta airstrike on the DKBA
commander’s house and office on Saturday. / DKBA

Three fighters dropped six bombs, injuring two fighters
and destroying the house of Colonel Saw A Wan, a DKBA
commander, and a Kyain Chaung village clinic, said a
representative of the organization.

“The colonel and his family escaped because the planes
opened fire first. They shot at the buildings and then dropped bombs,” he said.

The village clinic had been offering free health care since Covid, residents said.

The DKBA is a signatory of the 2015 National Ceasefire Agreement and is in talks with the junta.
Its leaders recently met junta chief Min Aung Hlaing and Lieutenant General Yar Pyae, chairman
of the National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee.

Pictures of Colonel Saw A Wan with Vice Senior
General Soe Win (left) and Lieutenant General Yar
Pyae, chairman of the National Solidarity and Peace
Negotiation Committee, after the attack.

Hundreds of Kyain Chaung villagers have fled their
homes to avoid further attacks.
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Payathonzu is mostly controlled by the Karen National Liberation Army and its resistance allies.

The group’s political wing, the Karen National Union, recently reported that 38 airstrikes had
occurred in the area since the 2021 coup, destroying numerous buildings, including a Buddhist
temple.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-airstrike-targets-ceasefire-
signatory.html

Junta jets bomb home of Karen splinter group commander

Sources within the Karen National Union speculate that the strike on the house of DKBA leader
Col Saw Aye Wan was a targeted hit

Linn Htin | Published on Jan 23, 2023

Damage caused by the airstrike on the DKBA commander’s home on
January 21 (Supplied)

A Myanmar military airstrike destroyed the home of a Democratic
Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA) leader on Saturday morning, located
in the Payathonzu area near Karen State’s border with Thailand.

Multiple buildings in the compound—which is situated in Kyainseikgyi Township in the territory
of the Karen National Union’s (KNU) Brigade 6—were damaged in the attack, according to KNU
secretary for the district Padoh Saw Liston, who said that it appeared to be a targeted hit.

“It is impossible that they dropped the bombs mistakenly. It seemed that the attack was
planned carefully because three fighter jets dropped bombs only on that compound,” he
explained, adding that troops on board the aircraft also fired a .50 caliber machine gun at the
site.

It was not known why the home, which belonged to DKBA head Col Saw A Wan, may have been
singled out, although he and his family escaped the assault, according to the KNU.

Photo of Col Saw A Wan with junta deputy chief Soe Win, which was
seen at the DKBA commander’s house (Supplied)

Two people sustained minor injuries in the assault, Padoh Saw Liston
added. The individuals’ identities were not confirmed at the time of
reporting.

. The DKBA, an ethnic armed organisation once signatory to the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement with the ousted government and
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military, has not openly opposed Myanmar’s February 2021 military coup, and has since
engaged with the army.

Damage caused by the airstrike on the DKBA commander’s home on
January 21 (Supplied)

Padoh Saw Liston described Saw A Wan as a “friendly” person known
both for pursuing social welfare projects in the Payathonzu area, as
well as liaising with junta officials. Photos of the DKBA colonel with
junta deputy chief Soe Win and military negotiator Yar Pyae were
found in his house after the attack.

Payathonzu has been previously targeted in bombings by the military council. Resistance
fighters from the KNU, as well as those belonging to the anti-junta People’s Defence Force, are
active throughout Brigade 6 territory.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-jets-bomb-home-of-karen-splinter-group-
commander

Border battles: Fighting for control in Rakhine
JANUARY 23, 2023 | By FRONTIER

Arakan Army recruits train in Laiza, Kachin State in 2019.
(Frontier)

Seizing Myanmar’s borders with Bangladesh and India has
become central to the Arakan Army’s dream of autonomy
! and has driven its strategy during times of war and peace.

In February last year, fighting briefly flared between the
Arakan Army and the Myanmar military in Mee Tike
village, near the border with Bangladesh in northern Rakhine State.

“This was the first time fighting between the AA and military took place in Maungdaw
Township,” said Ko Min San*, a merchant who exports fish products to Bangladesh from
Rakhine’s northernmost township.

But these four days of fighting were just a taste of things to come, as one of Myanmar’s most
powerful ethnic armed groups sought to seize control of sections of the border between
Rakhine and Bangladesh, and between southern Chin State and India to the north.

“At the time we were worried about the clashes, but the real fighting came five months later,”
Min San said.
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An informal ceasefire agreed to in November 2020, after two years of vicious fighting,
completely broke down between July and November last year, with clashes spreading across
Rakhine and neighbouring Paletwa Township in Chin.

About a month after the fighting restarted, Min San was forced to suspend his business
operations, because the military banned travel on several important roads in an apparent
attempt to starve the AA and Rakhine civilians of essential supplies. This included the road
connecting the state capital of Sittwe to Maungdaw Township, an important route for trade
with Bangladesh.

“l had a hard time when all transport was stopped,” Min San said, adding that trade only
partially resumed in December.

By the end of November, the two sides reach another informal ceasefire, which has held ever
since but remains precarious. While the four-month window of fighting was difficult for
merchants and ordinary civilians, it was critical for the AA’s ultimate goal of establishing an
autonomous or independent Rakhine.

“The AA is trying to control the borders [with] Bangladesh and India. This is a strategic step for
them,” explained Ko Zin Tun*, a political activist who works for a civil society organisation
monitoring the Rakhine conflict.

Maungdaw is the main gateway for goods from Myanmar to Bangladesh, while Paletwa borders
India’s Mizoram state and is an important part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Project. A
USS$484 million infrastructure project being jointly implemented by India and Myanmar, it aims
to supply India’s isolated northeastern states with goods shipped from the Indian port city of
Kolkata to the Rakhine capital Sittwe by sea, and then by river to Paletwa and road to Mizoram.

“If an ethnic armed force wants to operate for a long time, it needs to gain a foothold in the
border area near a neighbouring country,” Zin Tun said. “By dominating these areas, the AA will
play an important role in trade with Bangladesh and India.”

The Kaladan River in Paletwa Township pictured in 2020.
(Frontier)

Border grabs

Local sources told Frontier that during last year’s clashes,
the AA seized control of two major military outposts on
the Bangladesh-Maungdaw border and surrounded one on
the India-Paletwa border.

Ko Aung Kyaw Thu*, a resident of Taung Pyo Letwe village in northern Maungdaw, said fighting
surged between milestones 40-50 along the border in late July and early August. He said the AA
blockaded and surrounded the military’s border posts, while the regime responded by severely
restricting movement of civilians.
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“The fighting there became very intense,” said Aung Kyaw Thu. “Hardly a day went by without
the sound of gunfire.”

After nearly a month of heavy fighting, the AA released a statement declaring that it had seized
the Milestone 40 base on August 31 and killed 19 enemy troops.

“The AA won’t give that place up,” said a source close to the armed group who asked to remain
anonymous. He said the AA had deployed thousands of soldiers to Maungdaw alone.

In mid-September, the AA also seized control of the Mee Tike outpost near Milestone 37 on the
Bangladesh border. While local media reports indicated the AA overran at least 30 military
outposts during the fighting, locals said Milestone 40 and Mee Tike are two of the six most
important border posts, and the AA remains in control of both.

In early September, the AA also launched an assault on the Myeik Wa border camp in Paletwa,
on the Indian border. The group was unable to seize it, but has established control of the
surrounding area, leaving the military in a precarious position should fighting resume.

“If the AA continues to capture more camps, it could control the entire border between
Bangladesh and Maungdaw,” said Aung Kyaw Thu. “Until now, the military has not been able to
retake those two stations.”

Zin Tun said the military may one day seek to retake them, but resumed fighting could also lead
to the AA seizing more border posts.

“If the fighting doesn’t happen again, the AA can consolidate dominance over that part of the
border. If fighting continues, they can attack other border guard stations,” he said, adding that
the AA is “firmly in control” of parts of northern Maungdaw.

“The military will try to get those places back, so there may be fighting again.”

Arakan Army medical officers provide healthcare in
Rathedaung Township in 2021, as the group consolidates
administrative control over rural parts of Rakhine. (Supplied)

War by other means

e €T This practice of using ceasefires to consolidate control is a
famlllar one for the AA. After the November 2020 ceasefire, the group did the same thing in
areas where it had a strong presence, mainly rural parts of Mrauk-U, Kyauktaw, Minbya, Ann
and Ponnagyun townships in Rakhine.

“Apart from urban areas, the [townships] are controlled by the AA. The military can’t easily
leave the towns,” said U Pe Than, a former member of the Rakhine parliament. In recent
months, Pe Than has emerged as a frequent media commentator, often speaking positively of
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the AA and its civilian wing, the United League of Arakan. He told Frontier he is “not a member
of the ULA/AA but will work with it for the interests of the Rakhine people”.

Shortly after the ceasefire, in February 2021, the military overthrew the elected civilian
government, sparking a major political crisis that has spiralled into a civil war. The AA took
advantage of the military being distracted by armed uprisings elsewhere to establish
administrative and judicial structures in central and northern parts of Rakhine.

Initially this process faced little resistance, but the regime eventually tried to disrupt it via
a , which led to the breakdown of the ceasefire. But by then, the AA’s
administration was already “quite strong”, and public support was “very high”, said Pe Than.

Last year’s fighting displaced more than 16,000 civilians, mostly in Maungdaw. In addition, the
military blocked travel by boat and road in northern Rakhine State, depriving rural communities
of food and and raising the price of goods elsewhere.

“When the roads are closed, the prices go up,” Min San said.

The AA ultimately cited this blockade’s toll on civilians when agreeing to another informal
ceasefire on November 26 last year.

“Because of the difficulties experienced by the people of Rakhine due to the war... we agreed to
a temporary humanitarian ceasefire,” said AA spokesman Khaing Thu Kha at a press
conference.

The new ceasefire has allowed the AA to resume its process of quietly consolidating control in
Maungdaw and Paletwa without needing to spill blood.

“The AA has been able to dominate in those areas,” said Zin Tun, adding that control over
border areas will help the AA source weapons and other supplies more easily.

Frontier understands that the AA still largely sources weapons and ammunition from the United
Wa State Army, an allied armed group based hundreds of kilometres away in Shan State, and
that it agreed to the 2020 ceasefire partly because it was struggling to resupply itself amid a
Tatmadaw land and naval blockade strangling Rakhine. Efforts to take control of the border,
therefore, may be an attempt to open a new overland arms supply route from areas of
Bangladesh where domestic insurgent groups have operated for decades.

“Thailand is important for the Karen National Union. Similarly, the Chinese border is important
for Wa,” said Zin Tun, referring to two of Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic armed groups,
which are believed to partially source their weapons from Thailand and China respectively.

Pe Than agreed, pointing out that the military problems the AA faced when the junta shut down
internal transport routes could have been partially avoided if it had control over international
trade routes.
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“The military can [block] internal transport routes but they can’t cut them from abroad,” he
said.

However, growing cooperation between Myanmar and Bangladeshi security forces may block
substantial cross-border arms smuggling. In November last year, around two months after the
AA took the border posts, Bangladesh and the junta agreed to a “zero tolerance policy” to
address “terrorist groups” operating either side of the border.

Bangladeshi border guards meet with Myanmar forces in 2019.
(AFP)

Border business

The AA has long sought to emulate the UWSA, which is
Myanmar’s most powerful non-state armed group and controls
an autonomous region on the Chinese border with strong
support from Chinese security agencies. But the AA has no such backing, or even formal
engagement, from Bangladesh or India, both of which are dealing with their own border-based
insurgent groups and wouldn’t want to encourage other states to engage with them. The AA
may be hoping that increased control of the borders will force Bangladesh and India to engage,
even if they’re reluctant to do so.

In an effort to open talks with Bangladesh, the AA has insisted that its cooperation is necessary
to repatriate Rohingya refugees. Dhaka is increasingly desperate to send back the hundreds of
thousands of refugees driven out of Myanmar by a violent military crackdown in 2017.

Economic pressure may also be a winning strategy.

“If the AA dominates Paletwa, then India will be forced to negotiate with them,” said U Kyaw
0Oo*, a merchant in Sittwe. He added that this would accelerate the realisation of the “Rakhita
dream” — defined by the AA as the “struggle for national liberation”.

At the core of this dynamic is the Kaladan project. Running nine years behind schedule and
severely over-budget, it is unclear whether it can meet a new deadline for completion this year.
India’s Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal announced this month
that a core component, a new port in Sittwe, was “ready for operation”, and the Kaladan River
from Sittwe to Paletwa has been dredged to accommodate trade vessels. More than 100km of
mountainous highway from Paletwa to the border at Mizoram, however, remains to be built.

The AA was never likely to control sea trade from Kolkata to Sittwe, given the military retains a
tight grip of the state capital and the AA has no ships to rival the Tatmadaw’s navy. However, it
could exert control over trade going overland to Paletwa and on to Mizoram. On August 11 last
year, Khaing Thu Kha said the AA was already holding back-channel discussions with India about
the Kaladan project, although he didn’t elaborate.

The volume of trade passing between Bangladesh and Myanmar offers another opportunity.
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According to the United Nations COMTRADE database on international trade, $164.07 million
worth of goods was traded between Bangladesh and Myanmar in 2021 via all routes, including
land and sea. The balance heavily favoured Myanmar, which exported $125.32 million and
imported $38.75 million.

But the return of fighting, and uncertainty that the current ceasefire will hold, severely curbed
trade.

U Khin Maung Gyi, chairman of the Rakhine State Chamber of Commerce, said that before
fighting returned in July, around $10 million worth of goods were being exported from Rakhine
to Bangladesh each month on average. The main exports were food products, like seafood,
onions and rice. Khin Maung Gyi said the bulk of this trade was going by sea via Sittwe, with
about $2 million going overland via Maungdaw.

Despite the new ceasefire, exports remain a fraction of what they were before, down to $1.3
million in December last year over land and sea, demonstrating that instability in the state also
constrained sea trade.

The spectre of war

But Pe Than warned that control over border areas alone will not be enough for the AA to
secure autonomy.

“Even if the AA could control the Maungdaw and Paletwa borders, the military could still shut
down the transport route to Sittwe and other townships. Then residents and local businesses
would face many difficulties,” he said.

It’s also unlikely the military will accept the border losses without retaliation. While it remains
overstretched dealing with conflict elsewhere, the spectre of renewed fighting in Rakhine still
looms.

“Right now, the AA may dominate. But the military will try hard to recapture the camps it lost,”
Zin Tun said, claiming the military is still moving troops into Maungdaw and Paletwa from other
areas.

Kyaw Oo and other residents said they had also observed troop movements that indicated the
military had not abandoned hope of regaining its lost territory.

“We saw the military sent their troops to that area from Sittwe with trucks and ships. The
ceasefire is no guarantee,” he said.

Ko Kyaw Tun*, a container truck driver who plies the route between Maungdaw and Sittwe,
worries the war isn’t over.
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“From August to November, we couldn’t drive so | had no income. During that time, goods did
not arrive from central Myanmar, and prices went up, making life even more difficult,” he said.
“We don’t want fighting to happen again.”

*denotes use of a pseudonym for security reasons.

This article was supported by UK aid from the UK government via the Cross-Border Conflict:
Evidence, policy and Trends programme. All views are those of Frontier.
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Nearly 50 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 January 2023

At least 47 Myanmar junta forces including pro-regime militia members were killed in the last
three days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDF) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs)
continued to attack regime targets across the country.

Four civilians and three resistance members were killed in junta attacks.

In one case, resistance forces seized and burned down a military outpost in Kayah State.
Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe and Bago regions and Chin, Kayah and Mon states.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and EAOs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

Junta outpost seized by resistance groups in Kayah

Weapons and ammunition seized by Karenni resistance
forces during a raid on a junta outpost in Bawlakhe Township
last Friday / KNDF

The Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) claimed that
it and several PDF groups including the Karenni Army
managed to seize and burn down a military outpost on a
mountain in Bawlakhe Township, Kayah State last Friday.

During the raid, the bodies of five dead soldiers were found at the outpost. The rest of the
regime forces abandoned the base. A resistance fighter was also killed in the raid, said the
KNDF.

The resistance forces managed to seize the junta outpost despite heavy junta artillery and air
strikes.
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Ammunition and many weapons were also seized, said the KNDF.
Seventeen regime forces killed in PDF attacks in Magwe
Improvised land mines produced by Myaing-PDF / Myaing-PDF

At least 17 regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members were killed in two days of attacks in Pakokkou and Pauk townships,
. Magwe Region on Friday and Saturday, said Myaing-PDF, which conducted
. the attacks.

) ~ Early on Saturday morning, the PDF fighters used land mines to ambush six
m|I|tary vehlcles from three locations on the Pakokku-Kanma road in Pakokku Township. In the
ambushes, 11 regime troops were killed and eight others injured.

On Friday, five junta troops including a militia member were killed in the township when
Myaing-PDF attacked regime forces in a civilian vehicle near Kantaw Village.

During the ambush, regimes forces from nearby Hponekan Village used heavy explosives to
target the resistance forces. A regime soldier was reportedly accidentally killed while shelling
the PDF forces.

On the same day, Myaing-PDF and another PDF group jointly attacked regime forces at two
military checkpoints in Pauk Township, Magwe Region. Many regime troops are thought to
have been killed or injured, Myaing-PDF claimed.

Police outpost bombed by PDF drone in Magwe

Resistance fighters of Eagle Forces during an operation / Eagle
Force

Local PDF group Eagle Force claimed that it used a drone to
drop a bomb on a police outpost in Yaynathar Village in Kanma
Township, Magwe Region on Sunday. Military casualties were

unknown.

Regime forces bombed by PDF drone in Magwe

A junta soldier was killed and two others injured in Pauk Township, Magwe Region last Friday
when Pauk Revolution Front used a drone to drop bombs on regime forces stationed at a school
in Ohntaw Village, said the resistance group, which conduct the drone strike.

Three civilian hostages, PDF fighter killed in upper Sagaing

A PDF fighter and a junta soldier were killed in an intense clash between 130 regime forces and
combined PDF groups including the Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Tigyaing Township,
Sagaing Region last Friday, according to local news site Indaw Revoltuion.
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The body of a dead soldier discovered after a clash with
regime forces in Tigyaing Township last Friday / Indaw
Revolution

In the clash, four regime soldiers were also injured. The
military detachment killed three civilian detainees who were
abducted from Lal Hmee Village as hostages.

Resistance forces discovered the bodies of the three civilian detainees as well as the body of a
soldier who was killed in the clash.

Fierce clash breaks out in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Civilians’ Defense and Security
Organization of Myaung during an operation / Ko Nway Oo-
Myaung

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or
injured in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region last Friday
when 15 resistance groups jointly attacked a military
detachment shelling villages without reason, said Civilians’ Defense and Security Organization
of Myaung (CDSOM), which coordinated the attack.

Resistance groups were forced to attack the military detachment of 60 troops after it shelled
Suu Lay Kone Village, killing a villager and seriously injuring three others including a Buddhist
monk.

The PDF groups ambushed the military detachment while it was returning to its base in
Kyaukyit Village.

At the same time, other PDF groups used a drone and improvised rocket-launched bombs to
attack the police station in Kyaukyit Village.

Five pro-regime militia members killed in PDF raid in Sagaing
Troops of Students’ Revolutionary Force / SRF

Five pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members and a
resistance fighter were killed during a shootout in the pro-
regime village of Sin Ai Ma near the border of Mingin and
Kalewa townships in Sagaing Region last Friday, said Mingin
Revolution, a media wing of local resistance forces.

The clash broke out as at least four PDF groups jointly raided

the pro-regime village.
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Three regime troops killed in PDF attack in Sagaing

At least three junta troops were killed in Kawlin Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday when
Kawlin District PDF Battalion 1 and local resistance forces jointly attacked a military detachment
of 53 troops from military Light Infantry Battalion 363 near Wayonekhone Village, said Kawlin
Revolution, the media wing of local PDF groups.

After an hourlong clash, all PDF fighters retreated from the area without casualties.
Military checkpoint raided in Sagaing

Three regime forces were killed and two others injured in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region on
Sunday when three PDF groups raided a military checkpoint at Htee Saung Village, claimed Zero
Guerrilla Force, which took part in the raid.

Soldiers at the checkpoint were extorting money from civilian vehicles, the PDF group said.
Two junta soldiers killed in PDF drone strike in Sagaing

Local resistance group Danger Force claimed to have killed two regime troops and injured six
others when they used a drone to drop two bombs on a military checkpoint in Ayadaw
Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday.

After being bombed some regime forces searched for PDF fighters on the streets and randomly
opened fire.

Junta police officer assassinated in Mon
PDF fighters of Ye-Belu in Mon State / Ye-Belu

Local resistance group Ye-Belu claimed to have assassinated police officer Hein
Thura in the town of Ye in Mon State on Saturday.

The police officer took bribes to allow drug dealers and gambling businesses to
operate in the town, Ye-Belu said, citing the reports of residents.

Nine regime forces killed in PDF raid in Chin

- ‘ Resistance fighters of Chinland Defense Force-Matupi / CDF-Matupi

At least nine junta soldiers were killed and many other injured in
Matupi Township, Chin State on Saturday morning when Chinland
Defense Force-Matupi raided a regime base on the Mindat-Matupi
highway, said the resistance group.

Resistance forces also ambushed a detachment of junta reinforcements traveling to military
bases under attack by the PDF. During the attack, a military weapon was seized. There were no
resistance casualties, CDF-Matupi claimed.
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Junta-run General Administration Department office bombed in Bago

The junta-run township administration department office in
Gobingauk / Bago Region PDF

Bago Region PDF claimed that one of its PDF groups,
Tharyarwaddy District PDF Battalion 3801, used a remote-
controlled bomb to attack the regime-run General
Administration Department office in Gyobingauk Township, Bago
Region last Friday.

The office was collecting voter lists for the junta’s coming sham election. In the attack, three
regime forces were injured. After being bombed, regime forces guarding the office opened fire
at random.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-50-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Over 15,000 Flee as Myanmar Junta Bombs, Shells and Burns Katha Villages
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 January 2023

More than 15,000 residents from 10 villages in Katha Township, Sagaing Region have fled their
homes as regime troops torch houses after conducting airstrikes on civilian targets.

Junta forces burned houses in Moetar village, Tike Kone ward on Sunday and Monday after
three days of intense clashes with local resistance forces nearby, according to local residents.

“Regime forces entered Tike Kone ward on Sunday, a day after resistance forces retreated
following clashes. They continued to burn house until this morning,” a representative of Katha
People’s Administration Group told The Irrawaddy on Monday.

Thousands of residents have fled to Katha town while many others are thought to be sheltering
in forest and farmland, he said.

Heavy fighting erupted 3 to 5 kilometers from Moetar village on Wednesday when a combined
unit of the Katha-People Defense Force and All Burma Student’s Front (ABSDF) ambushed a
military detachment of around 100 troops from Kachin State heading to the village.

The ruins of a house in Moetar village after being bombed by junta
fighter jets last Wednesday. / CJ

After suffering heavy losses in the clash, regime forces sent two
fighter jets from the airbase in the Kachin State capital of Myitkyina
to bomb both resistance fighters and civilian targets in Moetar.
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The airstrikes killed eight villagers, mostly women, and injured 30 others.

The lethal attacks prompted several thousand residents of Moetar and surrounding villages to
flee their homes.

The fierce clashes continued until Friday when regime forces deployed fighter jets and
helicopter gunships to attack the resistance fighters while dropping reinforcements by
helicopter.

Regime aircraft bombed the villages of Moetar and Nant San, which were also targeted by a
junta artillery unit based in Katha town.

The combined attack left a father and child seriously injured, according to the Katha township
People Administrative Group. The airstrikes also damaged the Nant San village school.

Thirty regime personnel including a military strategist were killed in the three-day battle,
according to local media, citing resistance forces that took part in the fighting.

One resistance fighter was reportedly killed and three others wounded.
The Irrawaddy was unable to confirm the reports.

The Myohla PDF local resistance group last Thursday released video showing its members using
grenade launchers and mortar shells in an intense clash.

Junta jets also attacked Moetar Village a year ago on January 12, killing or severely injuring five
civilians including children, and damaging six houses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-15000-flee-as-myanmar-junta-bombs-shells-
and-burns-katha-villages.html

13 Election Commission Offices Attacked by Resistance So Far: Myanmar Regime
By THE IRRAWADDY |23 January 2023

Thirteen election commission offices in different parts of the country were damaged in attacks
by People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) from December 2021 to this past Sunday, the regime
said in its mouthpiece newspapers on Monday.

Attacks on electoral offices were unprecedented in Myanmar until military rule under junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing.

Most of the attacks took place in Chin and Karen states, where ethnic armed organizations as
well as resistance forces that emerged following the 2021 coup, collectively known as the
People’s Defense Force, are fighting the regime. Other attacks were reported in Kayah (Karenni)
State and Sagaing, Magwe and Tanintharyi regions.

Page 24 of 78


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-bombs-village-of-7000-people-killing-7-civilians.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-15000-flee-as-myanmar-junta-bombs-shells-and-burns-katha-villages.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/over-15000-flee-as-myanmar-junta-bombs-shells-and-burns-katha-villages.html

The offices came under mine and arson attacks as well as gunfire and mortar attacks, and the
financial loss totaled more than 350 million kyats [about US$123,000 at market rates], said the
junta’s newspapers.

Attacks on election offices have intensified lately as the regime is planning to hold an election
later this year. Min Aung Hlaing said earlier this year that his regime plans to hold voting across
the country.

The junta-appointed election body has approved the introduction of the proportional
representation (PR) system to replace the first-past-the-post system in the planned poll. The
adoption of PR is widely expected to guarantee the military’s proxy Union Solidarity and
Development Party the 26 percent of seats it needs in the national legislature. With 25 percent
of seats constitutionally guaranteed to the Myanmar military, this will allow the regime to
maintain its grip on power, and claim legitimacy as an elected government.

The election body has also made changes to the Political Parties Registration Law and is
providing training to electoral staff, as well as updating voter lists.

Revolutionary forces have warned people against organizing or participating in the junta-
proposed election. The junta’s updating of voter lists has prompted deadly attacks on junta
soldiers and police providing security for election officers compiling voter lists.

The majority of Myanmar people are against the junta-organized poll, being well aware that
those who will come to power will be the current ruling generals in different outfits, and their
supporters. The parallel National Unity Government and major political parties including the
National League for Democracy, the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy, some ethnic
armed organizations, and foreign governments and blocs including the US, EU and Malaysia
have rejected the poll.

US Department of State Counselor Derek Chollet reiterated Washington’s rejection of the
junta’s sham election in a recent interview with VOA.

Min Aung Hlaing is expected to step down as the chief of the military junta at the end of this
month, which marks the expiration of the two-year emergency rule period declared at the time
of the coup. The National Defense and Security Council, which is dominated by the Myanmar
military, is required to hold an election within six months of that date, according to the
constitution.

Political observers believe the proposed election will be neither free nor fair, and the regime
might not be able to hold it nationwide. Min Aung Hlaing will however hold the election in
towns, where the regime has control, and claim the presidency by any means at his disposal,
observers say.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/13-election-commission-offices-attacked-by-
resistance-so-far-myanmar-regime.html
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Myanmar Resistance Targets More Junta Election Offices
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 21 January 2023

Resistance groups have attacked six Myanmar junta offices in Yangon, Sagaing and Magwe
regions in two days to disrupt plans for a general election later this year.

The junta regime started updating voter lists on January 9, sparking attacks from resistance
groups.

Tamu People’s Defence Force (PDF) and the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front on Thursday
carried out an arson attack on the township election commission office in Tamu, Sagaing
Region, according to Tamu PDF.

“The terrorist military is pressuring the election commission to hold a sham election. To prevent
the election and deliver a warning against taking part, we have burned the election commission
office where all the documents collected for the sham election are stored,” Tamu PDF said in a
statement.

It said it will target anyone or any building involved in the election.

On Thursday the People’s Army to Fight Dictatorship and its allies set fire to the regime’s
immigration office in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region, where staff were compiling voter lists.

“The staff were secretly working at the office on the voter lists. We destroyed all the
documents and burned down the office,” said a spokesman for the group.

The staff were ordered to leave the office before the fire was started, he added.
Junta troops have been used to collect election data.

Resistance groups in Magwe Region on Thursday attacked troops guarding staff collecting Kaing
Taw Ma villagers’ details in Myaing Township.

Several groups attacked for about 30 minutes. No casualties were reported.
Yangon groups also attacked immigration and election offices on Thursday.

Soldiers, police and immigration officers collect the population list
in Naypyitaw on January 13 to update the voter lists. / Naypyitaw
Council

An urban guerrilla force threw a bomb at an immigration
department office in Mayangone Township, according to
residents. The bomb did not explode and it was destroyed by

junta troops.
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On Friday, the Dark Shadow guerilla force said it attacked the Yangon Regional Election
Commission office with a remote-controlled mine and the National Reconciliation and Peace
Center in the city.

“The attack was to prevent the illegal and sham election being staged by the terrorist military
and to break the regime’s administrative mechanisms to uproot the junta that is trying to seize
the country,” said the group’s statement.

Groups in Yangon, Mandalay, Monywa in Sagaing Region, Launglon in Tanintharyi Region and
Thaton in Mon State have attacked election preparations.

During the first week, five junta personnel, including two police officers and a ward
administrator, were killed in the attacks.

Duwa Lashi La, the acting president of the civilian National Unity Government (NUG), this week
said protecting civilians is as important as eliminating the military regime.

“The NUG sees the elimination of the military regime as the first priority but the protection of
the lives and property of the public is our first priority too,” he told his cabinet on Tuesday.

The NUG, revolutionary groups and democracies around the world have denounced the junta’s
general election plan as a sham.

Both the US and UN have said that any election held by the regime would be neither free nor
fair.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-resistance-targets-more-junta-election-
offices.html

Why federalism needs political wisdom to work
By Andrew Whitehead | 23 January 2023

This handout photo from local media group Kantarawaddy Times
taken on June 25, 2021 and released on June 30 shows a
graduation ceremony for cadets in the Karenni Army conducted
by the Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) ethnic rebel
group in Kayah State. Photo: AFP/Kantarawaddy Times

Federalism is being presented by many activists as the best
option for a future democratic Myanmar — and with good reason. The formal sharing of power
between a national government and regional administrations has worked well for some of the
world’s most successful democracies, including Germany and Australia. It has also — and
perhaps less successfully — been adopted where there is an acute division - religious, linguistic,
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cultural or ethnic - which needs to be addressed politically for the nation to survive. Belgium,
Bosnia and Nigeria could be seen as examples.

Britain is not federal, indeed its largest constituent, England, remains one of the most highly
centralised of major democracies. But it’s been heading down the devolution path in recent
decades, establishing parliaments or assemblies for Scotland and Wales (and also reforming
Northern Ireland’s assembly, though for different reasons). Some see that as a drift towards a
federal system, which could also eventually encompass more autonomy for the poorer, largely
post-industrial, English midlands and north. But a huge row over the rights of people who are
trans-gender has put into question just how sincere and effective is Britain’s decentralisation of
political power.

One of the main purposes of introducing regional decision making is to enable large and
complex nations to accommodate diversity and so blunt separatist sentiment. That’s how it has
worked in the world’s two major democracies.

Indian federalism has been a conspicuous success and an important factor in allowing a
geographically, culturally and linguistically hugely diverse nation to prosper. That’s not an
endorsement of the way India is governed, but a reflection of the manner in which power is
divided between the Centre and the country’s constituent states. Separatist sentiment in the
Kashmir Valley and in some parts of India’s north-east has led to insurgencies and brutal
security crackdowns, and Delhi has been strongly criticised for failing to seek a political solution
particularly in Kashmir. But broadly, federalism has kept India together.

The United States is a different story. Its political system is shaped by the legacy of a ruinous
civil war in the 1860s to prevent secession by pro-slavery southern states. And it has one signal
success: there is no secessionist movement of any political consequence anywhere in the US
(except perhaps on the Caribbean island of Puerto Rico, which is US-ruled but whose citizens
have no elected representatives in Congress).

Britain’s awkward embrace of devolution is more recent. In 1997, when Labour’s Tony Blair
headed a reforming national government, the British Parliament agreed there should be
referenda in Scotland and Wales to decide on whether to set up devolved assemblies there.
Voters in both regions endorsed the idea and a Scottish Parliament and a Welsh Assembly (the
difference in terms is important — the Welsh elected body was given less power than
Scotland’s) were established the following year. The broad political consensus is that, in
practical terms, devolution has worked fairly well.

Tony Blair’s devolution reforms were in part a response to increased nationalist sentiment in
Scotland and Wales, and in part an attempt to forestall the growth of a powerful breakaway
movement. In Scotland, that aim has failed. For the past fifteen years, Scotland’s First Minister
has been a member of the Scottish National Party (SNP), a constitutional left-wing party which
seeks an independent Scotland. The SNP is now by far the most popular political party in
Scotland getting almost half the total vote. And it wants a referendum on independence (there
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was one in 2014, in which the people of Scotland voted by 55% to 45% against breaking away,
but the pro-Europe SNP says Britain’s departure from the European Union requires a fresh
vote).

But there’s a catch. A second referendum can only be authorised by the government and
Parliament in Westminster — and there’s no prospect of that. So, there’s an uneasy stalemate
between London and the Scottish capital, Edinburgh.

The political temperature is now approaching boiling point because of a row about trans rights.
The Scottish Parliament has passed legislation — applicable only in Scotland — to make it easier
for people who are trans-gender to get formal legal recognition of their new gender identity.
The governing Conservative party in London disagrees with these reforms and argues that it
conflicts with legislation passed by the Britain-wide Westminster Parliament. And for the first
time since devolution was introduced a quarter of a century ago, the British government is
using its reserve powers to block Scotland’s new law.

The Scottish nationalists argue that failing to respect a decision of the Edinburgh Parliament in
an area where it has devolved authority is anti-democratic. The British Conservatives say that
far from tearing up the devolution arrangement, London is simply exercising powers it was
given under that dispensation. What started as a difference of opinion about trans rights is
becoming a big constitutional bust-up.

The instinct to decentralise power and ensure that smaller regions enjoy real autonomy feels
right. England has ten times the population of Scotland and almost twenty times that of Wales,
and that overwhelming dominance made both smaller nations feel marginalised and ignored.
But getting the balance right between centre and region is a difficult judgment. And there is the
even trickier issue of how to respond when regional sentiment becomes a demand for
complete separation.

This doesn’t mean that devolving power is wrong — just that it takes a lot of careful planning
and even more political wisdom to make it work.

Andrew Whitehead is a former BBC India correspondent

https://mizzima.com/article/why-federalism-needs-political-wisdom-work

Shan State EAOs Reject Myanmar Junta’s Demand to Repudiate Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 January 2023

Ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) based in Shan State have rejected the Myanmar junta’s
demand that they stop supporting the parallel National Unity Government (NUG), its CRPH
parliamentary body, and its People’s Defense Force (PDF) armed wing.
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Sources told The Irrawaddy that the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the National Democratic
Alliance Army (NDAA), and the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), have refused to comply with
the junta’s ultimatum.

Representatives of the UWSA, NDAA, and SSPP meet the
junta’s peace negotiation committee in early January,
2023.

The three EAOs attended so-called peace talks with the
regime in Naypyitaw from January 5-7, when the junta’s
National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee
(NSPNC) reportedly coerced them into signing an agreement.

“They asked us to sign an agreement not to support and sell arms to the CRPH, the NUG and
the PDF. We didn’t accept that. There was a heated argument and we told them that we would
walk out if they kept insisting that we sign the agreement,” a source told The Irrawaddy.

The three-day talks were attended by UWSA vice-chairman Luo Yaku, NDAA vice-chairman San
Pei, and SSPP vice-chairman Sao Khun Hseng. The junta’s NSPNC was represented by its leader
Lieutenant-General Yar Pyae, Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, Lt-Gen Min Naung, and others.

The junta said in a statement that “the two sides signed a final agreement that they reached
after three days of discussion.”

Another source from the three EAOs told The Irrawaddy: “Their statement was designed to
mislead the people. We didn’t agree to the point on stopping help for the CRPH, NUG and PDF.
They asked us to sign up to support their branding of [EAOs] as terrorist organizations. You
journalists know who the terrorist organization is. We didn’t sign that point.”

The two sides also discussed provisions in the 2008 Constitution on building a Union based on
democracy and federalism, according to the junta statement.

Junta-sponsored media published photos of the three EAO representatives at the signing
ceremony.

Sources told The Irrawaddy that the three groups are concerned that fellow ethnic groups,
PDFs, political parties, and Myanmar’s people would be misled by the statement.

An ethnic affairs analyst said: “Whatever the Myanmar military does, it always prepares for it
with psychological warfare. EAOs must be aware of that. The regime is also making use of EAOs
in efforts to claim legitimacy on the international stage. People must be aware of that.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/shan-state-eaos-reject-myanmar-juntas-demand-to-
repudiate-resistance.html
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Myanmar Junta Stops Issuing Passports
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 January 2023

Myanmar’s military regime has suspended issuing passports since last week, dismaying many
job seekers planning to work overseas away from the social and economic turmoil in Myanmar.
Labor rights activists say that the junta’s move is politically motivated.

The regime suspended issuing passports in December, although Myanmar migrant workers
were still able to obtain them under the Memorandum of Understanding between the
Myanmar government and relevant foreign governments. But as of January 17, the junta fully
suspended issuing and renewing passports, as well as accepting new passport applications.

The reasons behind the suspension and how long it will last have not been specified by the
regime.

Labor rights activists say that the move is politically motivated, as the junta seeks to cut the
funds flowing from Myanmar workers overseas to the armed resistance known as People’s
Defense Forces. The passport suspension amounts to a human rights violation, said labor
activists.

Daw Thuzar Maung, a labor rights activist, said that the majority of Myanmar migrant workers
in Malaysia make donations to the resistance movement.

“They [the junta] apparently think that people can’t work if they can’t get passports, or that
they can’t continue to work once their passports expire. And if they aren’t receiving salaries,
they won’t be able to fund the revolution. They have done this with that thought in mind,” she
said.

Many Myanmar migrant workers in Malaysia choose to overstay their visas, as they don’t want
to engage with the junta-controlled embassy. Instead, they apply for work and residency
permits issued locally, added Daw Thuzar Maung.

“There are many Myanmar migrant workers who don’t hold passports anymore. When they
seek help from us, we help them contact the relevant United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees office,” she said.

By suspending passport services, the junta also wants to stop anti-regime activists from leaving
the country while pretending to be migrant workers, observers say.

Young and middle-aged people have been leaving Myanmar daily in the hope of better
economic prospects, after being deprived of their livelihoods and security amid the turmoil
caused by the Myanmar military’s coup of February 2021. The putsch prompted an exodus of
foreign firms from Myanmar, which has only worsened the country’s economy.
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Top destinations for people leaving Myanmar include Thailand, Malaysia, Korea and Japan.
Thailand has the largest population of Myanmar migrant workers, with another 400,000 moving
there since the coup, according to labor rights activists.

U Moe Joe, a longtime Myanmar migrant rights activist and chairperson of the Mae Sot,
Thailand-based Joint Action Committee for Burma Affairs, said of the suspension of passport
services: “It is a blatant violation of the citizenship and human rights of Myanmar citizens.”

Employment agencies and labor rights activists warned that the suspension of passport services
will result in an increase in the number of people leaving Myanmar illegally.

Over 60,000 Myanmar nationals were arrested in Thailand in 2022 for entering the country
illegally, according to the Thai authorities.

In a December 2022 report, the International Organization for Migration said that “it estimates
that approximately 40,000 Myanmar nationals are leaving the country monthly for conflict-
related but also economic and other reasons, through a range of regular and irregular
pathways, with the majority migrating to Thailand.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-stops-issuing-passports.html
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