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Myanmar Junta Releases Some Political Prisoners in Independence Day Amnesty
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 January 2023

Myanmar’s military regime has released the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD)
government’s Minister of Religious Affairs and Culture, Thura U Aung Ko, philanthropist and
writer Daw Than Myint Aung and ex-NLD information officer, writer U Htin Lin Oo, along with
some detained journalists, as part of the junta’s prisoner amnesty to commemorate the

75% anniversary of Myanmar’s independence from the UK.

U Htin Lin Oo after his release from Insein Prison on
Wednesday.

The junta announced on Wednesday that 7,021 prisoners were
freed from jails across the country. It is not yet clear how many
political prisoners were among those released.

Family members said that former Brigadier General Thura U
Aung Ko was released from Yangon’s Insein Prison on Tuesday
night. The 75-year-old was arrested after the February 2021 coup and charged with alleged
corruption. He was sentenced to 12 years in prison with labor in March 2021.

Relatives of Daw Than Myint Aung and U Htin Lin Oo were waiting at the gate of Insein Prison
on Wednesday morning to welcome them. The pair were released Wednesday afternoon.

Daw Than Myint Aung was a member of the Yangon City Development Committee during the
NLD’s time in power. She was arrested on the first day of the military takeover and sentenced
to three years in prison for incitement.

Former NLD information officer U Htin Lin Oo faced the same charge as Daw Than Myint Aung,
and was also sentenced to three years by the Insein Prison Court.

Daw Than Myint Aung is welcomed by family members after
her release.

U Tun Kyi, the head of a political prisoners group, said that
Thura U Aung Ko is known to be in poor health and that his
release was a cynical ploy by the regime.

“The junta released the political prisoner hostages for its own
political gain,” said U Tun Kyi, referring to international
pressure on the regime to free political prisoners.

On Wednesday, Kyaw Zay Ya, the chief reporter of Mawkun Magazine, was released from Daik-
U prison in Bago Region, but was then detained again by police for unknown reasons.
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Family members of other detained journalists were eagerly awaiting the release of their
relatives. The husband of Thuzar, a journalist arrested in September 2021 and sentenced to two
years in prison under Section 505(a) of the Penal Code for spreading false news, said that she
had been freed.

“I am now on my way to East Dagon Police Station to get her,” said her husband Ko Ye Ko.

Another journalist Sai Ko Ko Tun, a former reporter from the now defunct 7 Days News, was
released from Dawei prison, too.

As of Tuesday, some 16,862 people have been detained by the junta since the coup, of whom
3,463 have been released, according to the rights group the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP).

The AAPP’s joint secretary Ko Bo Kyi said that with many political prisoners still locked up, the
regime’s amnesty does not herald any meaningful changes for Myanmar.

“That will happen only when Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, U Win Myint and all the other political
prisoners are freed,” he added.

Both Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and U Win Myint were arrested on the first day of the coup. Former
State Counselor Suu Kyi has been sentenced to a total of 33 years in prison, while ousted
President U Win Myint has been given 12 years by the regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-releases-some-political-prisoners-
in-independence-day-amnesty.html

Myanmar’s junta pardons more than 7,000 prisoners

The Independence Day amnesty includes a former National League for Democracy minister,
authors and journalists.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.04
> VA I —

Family members greet prisoners being released from
Insein Prison, Yangon on Jan. 4, 2023 RFA

Myanmar’s military rulers ordered the release of 7,012
inmates, including some political prisoners, in an
Independence Day amnesty Wednesday.

Detainees held in prisons and police stations across the
country had their sentences reduced in accordance with Section 401 of the Penal Code,
according to junta news releases received by RFA.

Page 4 of 80


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-releases-some-political-prisoners-in-independence-day-amnesty.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-releases-some-political-prisoners-in-independence-day-amnesty.html

Wednesday marks the 75t anniversary of the end of British colonial rule and the junta held
grand ceremonies to commemorate the event in Yangon, Mandalay and the capital
Naypyidaw.

Lawyers, who wished to remain anonymous, told RFA some political prisoners had already returned
to their homes early Wednesday, while families of others were still waiting outside prisons.

Minister of Religious Affairs under the National League for Democracy-led government,
Thura Aung Ko, was released from Yangon’s Insein Prison Tuesday night. He had been
serving a 12-year sentence for alleged corruption. Police officers and soldiers took him to his
home in Yangon, his daughter wrote on her Facebook page.

The National League for Democracy won a landslide victory in 2020 elections but the NLD-led
government was overthrown in a February, 2021 coup. The junta has arrested many party
members along with the country’s ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who was sentenced to a
total of 33 years in prison, and President Win Myint who faces 12 years behind bars.

Neither Suu Kyi nor Win Myint were included in the amnesty.

Author Than Myint Aung shortly after her release from
Insein Prison, Yangon on Jan. 4, 2023. Credit: RFA

Writers freed

‘ , Among those released from Yangon’s Insein prison were
‘ P %224 authors Than Myint Aung and Htin Lin Oo, a Yangon
lawyer, who didn’t want to be named for safety reasons, told RFA.

Than Myint Aung is a well-known fiction writer who also worked for many charities in
Myanmar. She had been serving a three-year sentence for alleged incitement. Htin Lin Oo
was also sentenced to three years in prison for sedition.

Poet Myo Tay Zar Maung, who had been sentenced to two years for sedition, was freed from
Yamethin Prison north of Naypyidaw Wednesday.

Journalists Kyaw Zeya, Ah Hla Lay Thu Zar, Lway M. Phoung, Pyae Phyo Aung, Sai Ko Ko Tun
and Ye Tun Oo were also among those set to be freed as was Naing Ngan Lin, the social
affairs minister for Yangon region under the NLD-led government.

Thu Zar, who was arrested by the junta in September 2021 and sentenced to two years,
described her release as bittersweet.

“No other journalists have been released from Insein prison. Since many journalists are still
in prison, | can’t be fully happy with my release,” she told RFA.

In spite of the Independence Day amnesty, and one on National Day last November, the
junta continues to target opposition politicians and real or alleged pro-democracy activists.
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More than 16,800 have arrested since the coup, according to Thailand-based monitoring
group, the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma). Ahead of Wednesday’s
amnesty, it said 13,375 political prisoners were still being held.

People protest junta rule in Tanintharyi region's Dawei
township, Jan. 4, 2023. Credit: RFA

Little to celebrate

Wednesday's events to mark the diamond jubilee anniversary
of Independence Day were substantial, and held under tight
security. In Yangon, festive markets and fairs were put on in Shwedagon Pagoda, People’s
Square and Maha Bandula Park in the city center.

But several residents of Myanmar's largest city chose to boycott the festivities, telling RFA
that national independence means little to a people living under military rule.

“Both last year and this one, I've been overwhelmed by the idea that our country has not yet
truly gained independence," said one Yangon resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity
citing fear of reprisal.

"I will regard and embrace a day as one of independence only when citizens can go about
freely and enjoy full democracy in our country. But for now, | only have a very dim memory
of the history of Independence Day that | learned in books. To me, it’s just another day.”

An official from the Dagon University Students' Union told RFA that the heavy security
presence at Wednesday's anniversary events reflected Myanmar's current state of insecurity
and lack of freedom.

“It seems to me that there is no honor in [junta leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing]
celebrating Independence Day in a festive manner after he robbed the country of its power
in a coup," the official said.

Family members greet a man released from prison as part of
the junta's general amnesty in Shan state's city of Lashio, Jan.
4, 2023. Credit: RFA

"No matter how many celebrations [the military leaders]
organize, they know that they themselves are not free. The
... many layers of security indicate that the people do not

accept them.”

In his New Year's Day speech, even Min Aung Hlaing admitted that although Myanmar would
be celebrating its 75th year of independence on Wednesday, the country had not yet
experienced "true independence."
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Few changes expected in 2023

Political analyst Than Soe Naing noted that only the junta and its followers marked
Independence Day with festivities, while the rest of the country's inhabitants chose to
mourn the lost of their right to self-determination.

“Only a few followers of the military rulers received titles awarded by the junta and
portrayed today as an Independence Day celebration but, due to the military's aggression
throughout the country, the number of refugees from conflict in Myanmar has increased to
1.5 million," he said.

"In other words, it is a time when the people of Myanmar have lost their right to enjoy
independence and are facing all sorts of problems, and it is also a time when they are
choosing to fight back.”

Anti-junta activists told RFA they have little hope that the rights violations they experienced
during the last two years of military rule -- including arrests, killings and the torching of
residential homes -- will change in 2023. The junta's plan to hold a general election this year
will do little to alter that expectation, they said, because it will be neither be free nor fair.

Ahead of Wednesday's celebrations, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a
statement that if the junta wants to see an independent Myanmar, it should hand power
back to the country's people.

"Today, Burma’s military regime stands in the way of democratic progress and the will of the
people," he said. "The military regime must end its violence, release those unjustly detained,
allow unhindered humanitarian access, and recognize the desire of the people for a genuine
and inclusive democracy in Burma."

Translated by Myo Min Aung and Kyaw Min Htun. Written in English by Mike Firn and Joshua
Lipes.

This story has been updated to include reactions to the junta's general amnesty, expectations
for Myanmar in 2023, and a statement by the U.S. Secretary of State.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-amnesty-01042023054805.html

Myanmar Army Leader Touts Election Plan, Prisoner Release on Independence Day

Associated Press

BANGKOK — Myanmar's ruling military leader, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, detailed plans for
an election later this year and called for national unity in a speech on Wednesday as he led a
ceremony marking the 75th anniversary of independence from Britain.
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Myanmar's Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of the
military council, inspects officers during a ceremony
marking the 75th anniversary of Independence Day in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Jan. 4, 2023.

He urged other nations and international organizations, as
well as his country's own people, to support “the genuine,
discipline-flourishing multiparty democratic system,” a concept the ruling military has defined
as its goal since it ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in February 2021.

Min Aung Hlaing also announced a pardon for 7,012 prisoners to mark the occasion, along with
a partial commutation of the sentences of other inmates not convicted of serious crimes. Some
political detainees were among those being released, but there was no sign that the gesture
would include Suu Kyi, who has been held virtually incommunicado by the military since it
seized power.

The 77-year-old Suu Kyi is serving 33 years imprisonment after being convicted of a series of
politically tinged prosecutions brought by the military, including for illegally importing and
possessing walkie-talkies, violating coronavirus restrictions, breaching the country's official
secrets act, sedition, election fraud and corruption charges. She has been held since June in a
custom-built bungalow at the main prison in the capital, Naypyitaw, kept company by three
women guards but isolated from other prisoners.

Suu Kyi's supporters and independent analysts say the cases against her constitute an attempt
to discredit her and legitimize the military's seizure of power while keeping her from taking part
in the election that the military has said would take place by August this year.

The first real move toward holding polls could occur at the end of this month, when the latest
six-month extension of a state of emergency is completed. The state of emergency was
instituted to allow military rule after its takeover in 2021.

The army's takeover reversed nearly a decade of progress toward democracy after five decades
of military rule. The military has said it acted due to massive voting fraud in the poll, though
independent election observers did not find any major irregularities.

“Upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair elections will be
held in line with the 2008 constitution, and further work will be undertaken to hand over state
duties to the winning party in accordance with the democratic standards,” Min Aung Hlaing
declared in his speech in the capital, Naypyitaw, where he also presided over a large-scale
parade.

Military units and civil servants marched in formation close to the grandiose parliament
complex while fighter jets, bombers and helicopters flew overhead.
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The plan for a general election is widely seen as an attempt to normalize the military's seizure
of power through the ballot box and to deliver a result that ensures the generals retain control.
The military will control the entire process and has spent the past two years enfeebling any
credible opposition.

Although not officially outlawed, the National League for Democracy, the popular former ruling
party, has effectively been broken up, with its leaders and many of its members either in jail or
in hiding. All forms of dissent are currently suppressed by the security forces, sometimes with
lethal force.

The NLD, led by Suu Kyi, won a second successive landslide victory in the 2020 general election,
a result that triggered its overthrow by the military the following year.

The army's seizure of power led to peaceful nationwide protests that the security forces
quashed with deadly force, triggering armed resistance that some U.N. experts characterize as
civil war.

Myanmar's history even before the 2021 takeover was marked marked by decades of armed
conflict between the central government and ethnic minorities seeking greater autonomy,
mostly in border regions.

Armed conflict still rages through most of the country, and Min Aung Hlaing stressed that “the
cessation of internal armed conflicts to ensure national solidarity and peace which are absolute
necessities for our country and strenuous efforts are being made towards that end.”

Min Aung Hlaing's government's toppling of democracy and fierce repression of all opposition
have also made it a pariah state among many other countries, which have instituted political
and economic sanctions against the ruling generals.

“It is seen that some organizations and countries had meddled in the internal affairs of
Myanmar. However, we have decided to stand firm globally, while adhering to our foreign
policy in order to safeguard the sovereignty, security and interests of our nation,” he said.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-army-leader-touts-election-plan-on-independence-
day/6903611.html

Regime forces kill eight civilians during raid in southern Sagaing Region

Resistance fighters found the bodies of local residents captured by invading military troops and
their militia allies, who reportedly intended to establish a base in their village

Moe Oo | Published on Jan 4, 2023

The military captured more than 20 civilians and killed eight last week in a raid on Ah Lel Sho
village in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, according to local anti-junta forces.

Page 9 of 80


https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-army-leader-touts-election-plan-on-independence-day/6903611.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-army-leader-touts-election-plan-on-independence-day/6903611.html
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/regime-forces-kill-eight-civilians-during-raid-in-southern-sagaing-region
https://myanmar-now.org/en/author/9070

Members of a local defence team in Khin-U Township seen in
October 2022 (Myanmar Now)

The villagers failed to escape capture after some 50 junta
soldiers arrived in the village at around 5am on December
28, carried by two trucks from Training Camp No. 8 in the city
of Shwebo.

“We were all still asleep when the military came and we ran in a panic when they started firing
their guns. They chased us for some distance but all of our troops managed to escape,” said
Bahu, a member of a local defence team.

Bahu did not disclose the number of local defence team members present in the village during
the raid, but said that the group lost several weapons and some ammunition.

Ah Lel Sho is a village of some 1,000 households off the Shwebo-Myitkyina road, north of the
Khin-U crossroads. It is located between the junta base in Zee Kone in Kanbalu Township and
Training Camp No. 8 in the city of Shwebo.

The defence team could only confirm the deaths of eight victims, despite rumours that the
military had arrested more civilians while in the village.

“We first heard that 16 civilians were taken but we couldn’t confirm that number. However, it is
now confirmed that eight victims were killed, as their severed heads were placed near the Ah
Lel Sho village monastery, with USDP flags on them,” said Bahu.

The Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) is a proxy political party founded by
Myanmar’s former military junta. The reasons for using the party’s flags are unknown.

Members of a defence team based in Khin-U Township
(Myanmar Now)

The day after the junta force came, an alliance of local
defence teams advanced into the village attempting a
counterattack and found the local civilians’ bodies on the
evening of December 29.

A Telegram channel called Fifty Two News, assumed to be
operated by the military council, reported on December 31 that eight bodies were found after
the battle, implying that they had died in the fighting.

According to a local defence team based in Khin-U Township, the military was planning to turn
Ah Lel Sho village into a base for pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militias. Pyu Saw Htee militias were
also reportedly fighting alongside the military and set up their base inside the village’s school
and monastery.
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Anti-junta forces attacked the village again on December 31 and January 1, the local defence
team reported. The battle on January 1 lasted nearly five hours, with resistance forces
advancing from two different directions.

The local defence team claims to have rescued 19 civilians and five monks from the village at
around 9am that day.

Map of Khin-U Township

Citing residents who had escaped on December 31, the

b a2 I. township’s People’s Defence Team (PDT) stated that while
ufe KHIN-U TOWNSHIP i, they were stationed in the village, regime soldiers
)\" a o _("" threatened to “kill anyone that supports the revolution and
/& T e torch their houses.”

The military started torching houses in the village on
January 1 and cremated the bodies of junta and Pyu Saw
Htee troops at around 8am on January 2, according to the defence team.

In the aftermath of the clashes in Ah Lel Sho, fighting continued in the area.

Defence teams ambushed a 12-wheel military truck traveling from Training Camp No. 8 in
Shwebo on the morning of January 2, according to Mhan Gyi, a member of the Khin-U Township
PDT.

“We attacked them with explosive devices, as the training camp in Shwebo was sending 30
more troops as reinforcements,” he said.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/regime-forces-kill-eight-civilians-during-raid-in-southern-
sagaing-region

Soldiers torture and murder man who tried to help villagers flee junta attack

Two elderly residents were also killed in the unprovoked raid on a village in Sagaing Region’s
Budalin Township on Tuesday

Thura Maung | Published on Jan 4, 2023

2 Tonea! Ul { The body of Kyaw Phyo, 29 (Supplied)

> Ayoung man who was captured by junta soldiers while trying to

4 help others flee a raid on his village in Sagaing Region’s Budalin
) Township on Tuesday was tortured to death, according to
resistance sources.
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Kyaw Phyo, 29, was among three people found dead in the village of Shwe Taung following the
unprovoked attack, an officer of the Budalin People’s Defence Force (PDF) told Myanmar Now.

“He was helping other villagers get out when he was captured, tortured, and killed. His face was
badly bruised and there were bullet wounds in his thigh and in his chest,” the PDF officer said.

According to residents of the village, a junta column of around 70 soldiers entered Shwe Taung
early Tuesday morning and immediately started setting fire to houses.

Two elderly men who were unable to escape were later found dead inside their homes.

“They just started burning down our village for no reason at all. Those two old men were
trapped because they couldn’t run as the military torched their houses,” said a villager who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

The two victims were identified as Chit Phyo, 75, and San Phe, who was believed to be around
100 years old.

Fifteen of the 50 or so houses in the village, which is located about 25km northeast of the town
of Budalin, were reportedly destroyed by fire in the attack.

The assault, which also involved light and heavy weapons fire, ended when the junta troops left
the village to return to Budalin later the same day.

There have been numerous reports of elderly or disabled villagers being burned alive in arson
attacks carried out by the military in areas where it has faced strong resistance to its rule.

Indiscriminate shelling and deliberate murder have also claimed the lives of many civilians
caught in the conflict, which shows no signs of abating.

Far from weakening support for the resistance, the junta’s targeting of civilians has only
strengthened people’s determination to force the regime from power, according to the Budalin
PDF officer.

“These arson attacks and raids are the main reason we now have more troops than ever. Our
resolve has also become clearer. But we need the public’s full support to end this fight as
quickly as possible,” he said.

In its latest statement on the situation in Myanmar, the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimated that some 34,000 civilian properties have been
damaged or destroyed by fire since the military seized power in February 2021.

At least 2,692 people have been killed by the regime during the same period, according to the
latest data compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/soldiers-torture-and-murder-man-who-tried-to-help-
villagers-flee-junta-attack
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Myanmar Resistance Groups Claim 30 Junta and Militia Deaths
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 January 2023

At least 30 Myanmar junta soldiers and pro-regime militia members were reportedly killed in
Taze Township, Sagaing Region, on Tuesday when six resistance groups raided a regime camp at
Sin Nge village on Tuesday, according to media reports.

Shwebo District People’s Defense Force and five other groups attacked the Pyu Saw Htee militia
camp, according to Kaduma Platform, the resistance media wing.

Around 50 troops and militia members had been stationed in the village for three months,
looting homes and stealing food from nearby villages which have been deserted.

After an hour’s fighting resistance forces occupy the camp and the enemy fled to a pro-regime
village.

A resistance fighter said they saw more than 30 bodies in Sin Nge and seized large amounts of
weapons and ammunition.

A resistance fighter was killed and another was injured in his face.

At the same time resistance forces attacked another militia camp in Kokkar village and troops
stationed at a fuel station in Taze town.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

On Tuesday evening junta troops from Division 33 and militia members stationed at two villages
in the township reoccupied Sin Nge.

On December 21 and Christmas Day, resistance fighters ambushed troops and militia members
from Sin Nge while they were stealing rice from the paddy fields around Phalan Chaing and Sin
Nge villages, said the Guerrilla Warfare group that joined the attack.

Since the February 2021 coup, more than 3,500 houses in 83 Taze Township have been burned
down by regime forces and 76 civilians have been killed, according to Taze News that monitors
the regime.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-resistance-groups-claim-
30-junta-and-militia-deaths.html
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Over 40 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed by Resistance Forces in Recent Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 January 2023

At least 42 military regime forces including pro-regime militia members were killed in recent
days as the People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets.

In one case, a combined PDF group occupied a military camp in Sagaing Region.
Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Magwe, Bago and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

30 regime forces killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Taze-PDF during an operation /
Taze-PDF

At least 30 regime forces including pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee militia members were killed in Taze
Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when four
Shwebo District PDF battalions including local PDF
groups raided a military camp at Sin Nge Village, according to local media reports citing the
resistance groups.

The PDF groups raided the military camp in the village at 2 a.m. on Tuesday morning. After an
hourlong firefight, they managed to occupy the camp.

Ammunition and at least 10 weapons were seized from the junta camp. Many regime forces
abandoned the site and fled to a nearby pro-regime village, the media reported, quoting the
PDF fighters.

In the clash, a resistance fighter was killed and another suffered injuries to his face.
Four junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing
Troops of PDF-Kalay during an operation / PDF-Kalay

People’s Defense Force (Kalay) claimed to have killed
four regime troops and injured many others as they used
four land mines to ambush a military detachment of 60
forces in Kale Township, Sagaing Region on Monday.

The regime forces were ambushed while they were
heading to the east of the township for raids. After the
ambushes, regime forces randomly opened fire.

Page 14 of 80



Regime forces bombed in Sagaing

The entrance to the town of Kanbalu in Sagaing Region
/C)

Four regime forces including a captain were injured in
Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when
local resistance group Daung Yarzar used mines to
ambush eight regime forces including pro-regime Pyu
Saw Htee militia members in Chat Thin Village, said Kyunhla Activist Group, a media wing of
local PDF groups.

The regime forces were ambushed while they were going to a teashop for breakfast.
Five regime forces killed in PDF drone strikes in Sagaing

Local PDF group C&T Shwebo on Tuesday claimed to have killed at least five regime forces
including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members and injured many others in Shwebo
Township, Sagaing Region in late December as it and another PDF group conducted 12 drone
strikes on the regime forces.

Regime forces stationed in Thelone Village were bombed while stealing paddy from rice fields
owned by residents who have fled junta raids. The regime forces used looted agricultural
machinery to steal the paddy.

A PDF video shows drones dropping bombs on regime forces harvesting paddy fields.
Military detachment ambushed in Sagaing

Many regime forces including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members are believed to have
been killed and injured in Kani Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday when three PDF groups
ambushed a military detachment of 70 forces, said Anti-Dictatorship Revolution People’s Army,
which joined the attack.

The military detachment was ambushed as they were transporting rations from the town of
Kani to the pro-regime village of Alal Kyun using bullock carts.

During the ambush, a military base in the town of Kani used 60-mm and 80-mm explosives to
defend their ground troops from the PDF’s ambush.

However, there were no PDF casualties, the resistance group said.
Junta-run immigration office bombed in Bago

The junta-controlled immigration office was bombed by the Oakpho Underground Resistance
Group in Oakpho Township, Bago Region, claimed Bago Region PDF.
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The immigration office after being bombed in Oakpho town,
Bago Region / CJ

The attack, in which an immigration official was injured, was
part of Operation Nann Htike Aung against regime targets.

The PDF group claimed that the immigration office is
notorious for extorting a lot of money from civilians.

Regime camps bombed in Magwe

At least three junta forces were killed and many others injured in Myaing Township, Magwe
Region on Sunday night when five PDF groups conducted artillery strikes on junta forces and
pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia groups in the pro-regime village of Thayatkan, said resistance
group Wolf Guerrilla Force-Myaing, which coordinated the attack.

They used seventy 100-mm and 80-mm improvised mortar rounds to bomb the village. In the
attack, a junta vehicle was destroyed by the shelling.

All PDF fighters retreated from the area despite regime forces responding with both heavy
weapons and firearms.

Military convoy ambushed in Tanintharyi

-

Resistance fighters of Palaw-Karen People’s Defense Force / Palaw-
KPDF

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured in
Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region on Monday when Palaw-Karen
People’s Defense Force used four land mines to ambush a military
convoy of 10 vehicles near Tapo Village, claimed the PDF group.

All resistance fighters retreated from the area without casualties
despite regime forces randomly opening fire.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-40-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-by-resistance-forces-in-recent-days.html

Kachin Independence Leader Steps Down
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 4 January 2023

The chairman of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) General N’ Ban La, 79, stepped
down on Monday and has been replaced by General Gam Shawng.
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A commander from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the KIO’s armed wing, said changes
are made to the KIO’s central executive committee every four years and Gen N’Ban La was in
poor health.

“The general has served a four-year term and he said last year that he wanted to step down. He
has been treated in hospital recently,” the commander, who requested anonymity, told The
Irrawaddy.

KIA spokesman Colonel Naw Bu was unavailable for comment.
The KIA has been fighting the regime since shortly after the 2021 coup.

In his New Year’s Day speech, Gen N’ Ban La called the junta the enemy of all citizens and asked
everyone and all ethnic armed organizations to attack decisively as no regime can resist a
revolution of the entire people.

Gen Gam Shawng is known for his discipline and dedication. He played a major role in the
seizure of the strategic Alaw Bum hilltop base near the border with China from the junta in
2021.

The general has taken responsibility for training more than 4,000 anti-regime resistance fighters
in Kachin State.

U Than Soe Naing, a political analyst, said the leadership change would make no difference.

“All the KIO and KIA leaders have a strong commitment to the revolution, all internal
discussions are handled well and they work well with the National Unity Government [NUG].
They will keep working hard for the revolution, despite the leadership change,” he said.

U Than Soe Naing said the KIO had already accepted the NUG’s Federal Democracy Charter and
will continue to fight alongside the NUG.

Gen Gam Shawng was the KIA commander-in-chief and KIO chief of staff and has been replaced
in those roles by Lieutenant General Khaung Lun.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/kachin-independence-leader-steps-down.html

One year on, memories of Moso massacre remain an open wound

As junta atrocities continue in Karenni State and across Myanmar, survivors of one of the worst
committed since the coup have barely begun to heal

Esther J | Published on Jan 4, 2023

Flower pots placed at the site of the massacre to honour the memories of the deceased victims
(Myo Sett Hla Thaw)
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It’s Christmas Eve, but the colourful potted flowers that adorn a site near a burnt-out vehicle
covered with vines and other vegetation are not meant to be festive decorations. Rather, they
were placed there in memory of those who were brutally killed at this spot exactly one year
earlier.

The victims had been captured on December 24, 2021, by soldiers from the military’s Light
Infantry Battalion (LIB) 108, and this is where they died—on the side of a road near Moso, a
village about 5km west of the Karenni (Kayah) State town of Hpruso.

There were around 40 of them—the exact number was difficult to ascertain, as many had been
reduced to ashes after their vehicles were set on fire with them inside.

A year later, their loved ones and those who investigated this heinous crime are still calling on
the international community to hold Myanmar’s junta to account for this incident, which
horrified a nation already outraged by the many atrocities it had witnessed since the military
seized power on February 1, 2021.

“We were planning to hold a large vigil, but under the current circumstances, that wasn’t
possible,” said Moso resident Thae Mar (not her real name). “In the end, only two or three
people were able to attend.”

It was Thae Mar who placed these flowers—white and yellow chrysanthemumes, roses, laceleaf
flowers, lilies, and others—at the site. A cousin of hers from Loikaw was among the victims of
the Moso massacre, and she had wanted to do something to remember him and the others
who died here.

The scene of the Moso massacre on December 24, 2021
(KNDF)

Overwhelming need

The events of that day are etched in the memories of those
who lost family, friends or neighbours to the regime’s cruelty,
which has shown no sign of abating. In Karenni State, civilians
still live in constant fear as the military continues to rampage through villages and carry out air
strikes and artillery attacks on an almost daily basis.

“Why did they have to kill our husbands and the people? | will never forgive them for this,” said
a local woman named Monica Phyu Sin, whose husband, Elijah Bu Reh, was also among those
killed.

Now struggling to support their four children on her own, Monica depends on charity to
survive. But donations have dwindled almost to nothing in recent months, she says, as donors
can barely meet their own needs in Myanmar’s fast-collapsing economy.
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“We won’t have any rice left after this month ends,” she said, adding that she supplements
what she receives with foraged pumpkins and squashes that she makes into curries to feed
herself and her children—her 12-year-old daughter, two sons aged six and seven, and the
youngest, who is just 21 months old.

Monica Phyu Sin and her children at an IDP camp in Hpruso
Township in December 2022 (Supplied)

With nearly two-thirds of Karenni State’s population of around
300,000 displaced by the conflict between the military and local
resistance forces, the demand for aid is overwhelming. And the
state is not alone in facing this unprecedented humanitarian
crisis: According to the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, there were 1.5 million
internally displaced persons in Myanmar as of the end of
December.

% @ i Monica said she had spent many nights crying out for her
husband since h|s death The return of December made it worse, not just because of the
memories that it brought back, but also because of the cooler temperatures. Cold and
malnourished, her children kept falling ill, and she felt powerless to protect them.

Demands for justice

But even as they face daily struggles a year after they were forced to flee their homes along
with some 530 other Moso locals, both Monica and Thae Mar say they want nothing more than
to see justice done.

Immediately after the massacre, a thorough investigation was conducted by the Karenni State
Police (KSP)—a force consisting of police officers who had defected from the regime—and
doctors taking part in the anti-coup Civil Disobedience Movement. Based on autopsies carried
out on 31 bodies recovered from the site, they determined that 26 of them were male and six
female. But they also noted that at least 37 people had gone missing in the area that day,
including four resistance fighters and a 15-year-old girl.

According to KSP information officer Bo Bo, this and other information related to the mass
killing in Moso has been sent to both the shadow National Unity Government and the
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM), a body formed by the UN’s Human
Rights Council.

“The international community is taking various actions against [the regime], and we, the KSP,
will also file appropriate lawsuits against them for their crimes after the revolution,” he said.

However, not everyone is satisfied with the international response.
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“It’s been more than a year since this happened and we’ve already compiled and submitted
data to the relevant organisations. It doesn’t make sense that the process is taking this long. |
for one am very disappointed. We need to keep pressuring them,” said Dr. Ye Zaw, a medical
officer who was a part of the team that performed autopsies on the Moso victims.

“At this point, we don’t have much faith in any international organisation, but still, we need to
keep showing the world how cruel this junta is,” he added.

Many more deaths

On December 3, the Karenni Nationalities Defence Force captured four junta troops from LIB
108, the unit responsible for the Moso killings. However, it has yet to confirm whether the
soldiers in its custody were among those who took part in the incident.

Moreover, even if they could shed some light on the events that led to the deaths of dozens of
innocent civilians more than a year ago, the soldiers’ testimonies would have limited legal
value, according to Bo Bo.

“We can’t make the captured soldiers testify because they are prisoners of war, which means
that they would not be testifying of their own free will. In other words, their testimonies can be
influenced and so cannot be used in court,” he said.

Meanwhile, in a statement released on December 23, IMM head Nicholas Koumjian said that
the human rights body continues to collect data on war crimes committed by the military all
over the country in order to hold the perpetrators accountable.

According to Thae Mar, there have been many more deaths over the past year. “The things that
have happened this year were unspeakably horrifying,” she said.

Less than a month after they were forced to flee Moso, residents of the village experienced
renewed terror when they were hit by a junta airstrike while sheltering at a camp for internally

displaced persons (IDPs). Three people, including two young sisters, were killed in that attack.

Being constantly hounded by the regime has taken a severe toll on the lives of the Moso
villagers, at least five of whom have died due to their psychological trauma, according to Thae
Mar.

“] just want this year to end so we can get past this chapter of our lives,” she said as 2022 —the
worst year of her life—drew to a close.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/one-year-on-memories-of-moso-massacre-remain-an-
open-wound
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Displaced people fleeing war in Karenni state urgently need medicine

Civilians sheltering in the jungles of the western part of Karenni (Kayah) state, after escaping
from the war, urgently need medicine. Fever and diarrheal diseases are spreading aong the
IDPs as a result of scarce access to drinking water.

Karen News | 4 January 2023

A volunteer who is helping the internally displaced people
(IDPs) told KIC, “It is very cold here and water is scarce, so
adults and children easily get sick. Most of them have
occasional diarrhea and stomach ache. They also vomit.
Although it is generally considered to be seasonal flu, this
issue should not be neglected. Some patients need to be
provided drip bottles”.

A clinic is operating where the IDPs are sheltering, but there is not enough medicine, and the
cost of medical treatment is very high for the civilians with no income. In this situation the only
other option is to travel to a hospital in the Yar Taung area for treatment, but people cannot go
because the journey is too far, an IDP explained.

“Diarrhea is common here. There is not enough water, so we have to buy it to use. Children also
suffer from diarrhea and vomiting when there is no medicine”, he said.

Some medical aid arrived, but not enough to distribute to the IDPs. When they were unable to
obtain the full prescription, some patients experienced a recurrence of the disease after several
days.

Karenni Society Network Group (KSNG) announced on December 7th that the number of IDPs in
Karenni state surged to 202,225 between February 1st, 2021 when the military coup happened
and December 5th, 2022.

https://karennews.org/2023/01/displaced-people-fleeing-war-in-karenni-state-urgently-need-

medicine/

Tens of thousands of locals flee away from fighting in Kyainseikgyi
PUBLISHED 4 JANUARY 2023 | BO BO MYINT

Tens of thousands of locals have fled to safety due to the fighting between the Tatmadaw and
the No.16 Battalion of the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and their allies in the
Taungzun village in Kyainseikgyi Township (Winre Township, Duplaya District of Karen National
Union (KNU) in Kayin State, according to locals.
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It is reported that fighting was going on around Taungzun village from December 31, 2022 to
the morning of January 3, 2023, and a resident said that a total of 3,000 residents from Kyauk
Bilin, Sinpyay, Maezali, Winkhana, Gung Khan and Anankwin villages, in addition to
Taungzun, had to flee to safe places due to these battles.

"The fighting has been going on since last December 31. The locals are no longer living in their
own homes. Since that day, they have been running to places where they can be safe. There are
some who went up from Anankwin village to Thanbyuzayat and other villages. There are people
who live in the forest," said a local.

He said that as the days of fleeing the battle went by, food and accommodation became more
difficult, as well as the need for medicine.

According to locals fleeing the fighting, from newborns to the elderly, those trapped in the
forest are also suffering from the effects of the cold winter.

On December 31, 2022, the fighting started as two Border Guard Force (BGF) stations located
near Taungzun village on Thanbyuzayat-Anankwin-Payathonzu road were attacked and
occupied by the KNLA and allied groups, according to locals.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/tens-of-thousands-of-locals-flee-away-from-fighting-in-
kyainseikgyi

Military planes bombed Taung Sun village in KNU area three times

The Military Council bombed Taung Sun village in Win Yay (Waw Ray) township in Karen
National Union (KNU) Dooplaya district at least 3 times with warplanes, locals said.

Karen News | 4 January 2023

The 16th Battalion of the Karen National Liberation Army, the
KNU’s armed wing clashed with the regimetroops stationed in
the Taung Sun village monastery, causing hundreds of residents
to flee their homes.

On December 31st, the Military Council launched airstrikes on
the area where the battle took place.

A Taung Sun villager told KIC on January 1st “There was a fight last night at around 8:00 PM. A
Clash broke out again this morning at around 4:00 AM. Most of the villagers fled but a few
remained in the villages. The conflict zone was bombed twice by helicopters and once by fighter
jets. The extent of the damage is not yet known”.

The Military Council’s aircraft launched aerial bombing attacks at around 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM in
the morning, and around 12:00 PM in the afternoon, forcing residents from Taung Sun, Win
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Kha, Kin Khana, A Nang Kwin, Khu Khan, Sin Pyay and other nearby villages to flee to safety
areas. Residents added that the intense fighting continued until after 1:00 PM on January 1st.

KIC has not been able to independently verify the casualties due to the fierce fighting near the
Military Council camp in Taung Sun village. However the residents say they saw huge clouds of
smoke billowing out of the camp yard.

The Military Council and Border Guard Forces (BGF) jointly deployed in Lut Shan, A Nang Kwin,
Ta Khon Taing, and Taung Sun villages in Win Yay township, often interrogate local villagers
who wander around.In addition, they threatened to burn all the surrounding villages to ashes if
their camp was attacked, according to Win Yay locals

https://karennews.org/2023/01/military-planes-bombed-taung-sun-village-in-knu-area-three-
times

Myanmar-Thailand Border Trade Almost at Halt as Junta Battles Karen Army
By THE IRRAWADDY | 4 January 2023

Ongoing fighting along the Asian Highway between Kawkareik and Myawaddy townships in
Karen State has almost brought Myanmar’s border trade with Thailand to a complete halt,
according to merchants and cargo truck drivers.

Junta troops have been fighting Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)-led resistance forces
since last month, seriously disrupting trade via Karen State’s Myawaddy and Thailand’s Mae
Sot, the major border trade route between Myanmar and Thailand.

Some cargo trucks are still taking the risk of transporting goods along the route, but prices have
increased as a result.

Trucks are using forest paths, said a Yangon-Myawaddy cargo transportation service provider.
“Travellers also have to use forest paths. It has been around 20 days since the road section was
inaccessible. Freight charges have increased as a result.”

Three bridges on the Asian Highway suffered damage in clashes last month.

One merchant from a Myawaddy border town said: “Yes, there has been fighting and the road
is inaccessible. Some smaller vehicles travel by the old road and forest paths.”

Border trade via Myawaddy is also suffering from tight junta security checks along the route
and rules including that the value of imports and exports must be equal. The regime also
demands that 65 percent of export revenues be converted to kyat at the official exchange rate
of 2,100 kyats per dollar. The market exchange rate is around 2,830 kyats per dollar. Cargo
transport operators are charging higher rates due to the risks.
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“The situation is getting worse as the road is completely inaccessible now,” the merchant
added.

Junta forces have been conducting air and artillery strikes near the Asian Highway. A junta
airstrike on Kaw Nwe Village in Kawkareik in the last week of December forced thousands of
residents to flee their homes.

Myanmar mainly exports rice, broken rice, rice powder, rubber and seasonal crops like pepper,
while importing food, consumer goods, building materials, industrial raw materials, and
machinery. Myawaddy border trade was worth US$1577.654 million from April 1 to December
23 last year, according to junta’s Ministry of Commerce.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-thailand-border-trade-almost-at-halt-as-
junta-battles-karen-army.html

RCSS Leader Doesn’t Attend Independence Day In Naypyidaw
By SHAN | January 4, 2023

The leader of the Restoration Council of Shan State, who met with regime leaders last year for
so-called peace talks, will not attend the Independence Day celebrations today, 4 January, to
receive the Wunna Kyaw Htin Award given to him by the junta.

An RCSS source, who spoke to SHAN on condition of anonymity, said Gen Yawd Serk would
send a representative to Naypyidaw in his place, without explaining why. Regarding this, SHAN
called the RCSS’s spokesperson, but he declined to comment on why his leader will not attend
himself.

Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing announced the award on 17 April 2022 to Yawd Serk, Gen Saw
Mutu Say Poe of the Karen National Union (KNU), Khine Soe Naing Aung of the Arakan
Liberation Party, Nai Htaw Mon, chair of the New Mon State Party (NMSP), the late Nai Shwe
Kyin, former chair of the NMSP, Col Khun Okker, patron of the Pa-O National Liberation Army,
the late Maj-Gen Saw Htay Maung, also known as Saw Htay Maung, former chair of the Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation Army, Lasan Awung Wa of the Gway Htu People
Militia Force, Padoh Aung San, former KNU leader, Saw Ferry Moe, former leader of the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 2 and Saw Thamu Hae, former commander of KNLA
Battalion 16.
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Gen. Yawd Serk.

This award was also offered to Sakhong Ting Ying, former chair of the
New Democratic Army — Kachin, Aung Kham Hti, former chair of the
Pa-O National Organisation, Aik Mong, former chair of the Palaung
State Liberation Army, Gabriel Pyan of Chair of Kayan National Guard,
Sanda of Karenni Nationalities People’s Liberation Front, Thuzana of

‘ Buddhist abbot of Myine Gyi Ngu, Saw Han Tar Tha Mwe of former
leader of Karen Revolutionary Council, Kya Khun Hser of Lahu Democratic Union. Many of these
ethnic leaders have already died.

With the exception of the RCSS and NMSP, five ethnic armed groups met with the regime’s
National Security and Peace Negotiation Committee in Burma’s capital at the end of last year.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25696

Myanmar Crisis Among Indonesia’s Challenges as ASEAN Chair
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 4 January 2023

Over the course of 25 years of democratic transformation that followed the Suharto era,
whenever Indonesia served as the ASEAN chair, new ideas and plans seemed to mushroom.

The ASEAN Charter and ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) are the latest examples of
the ways in which Indonesia, the world’s third-largest democracy, has sought to shape the
future of the regional organization, of which Jakarta is one of the founding fathers.

In terms of the ASEAN-led principles and guidelines, ASEAN, under the helm of Indonesia, will,
as in the past, aim to improve the organization’s effectiveness and dynamism in managing its
own affairs as well as external relations with all great powers. However, this time around, the
new chair is facing new challenges caused by seismic shifts in geopolitics and geo-economics
from within and abroad.

During the handover ceremony in Phnom Penh in November, Indonesian President Joko
Widodo made it crystal clear that he would promote the bloc’s relevancy and maintain
Southeast Asia’s position as a hub of economic growth. That explains why Jakarta has come up
with the theme “ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth”. Jakarta carefully selected the word
“Epicentrum” to highlight the quintessential role of ASEAN, which the chair will initiate and
undertake for the rest of the year.

To pick up where the predecessor left off, the incoming chair has to manage a whole gamut of
ASEAN cooperation issues in all three pillars—political/security, economic and social/culture,
not to mention the nitty-gritty stuff that has made ASEAN what it is today.
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In the post-pandemic era, ASEAN needs stronger cooperation and commitment to recover from
the negative economic impacts and increase the bloc’s resilience to counter whatever future
shocks there may be.

At the next ASEAN retreat scheduled for Feb. 3-4, Indonesia will outline the ASEAN agenda and
priorities. Fresh from the success of the G20, the Indonesian president’s stature has gone up
several notches. As such, Indonesia’s new global profile cannot afford to allow the ASEAN chair
to be benign and non-productive. Some observations can be made beforehand as to what the
new chair has in store.

The chair’s priorities can be identified as regional health and food security, energy transition,
and digital transformation, all of which were highlighted throughout last year. Given the size of
Indonesia, continued economic progress and non-disruptive production chains will be essential.

Furthermore, today ASEAN is a non-threatening political and economic space, welcoming all
development partners. Such a status quo must be maintained even if the competition among
contesting powers will intensify by many folds.

Of late, Indonesia has been bold in proposing new ideas at the High-Level Task Force for the
ASEAN Post 2025 vision. At the Kuala Lumpur meeting in September, Jakarta proposed to
change the way ASEAN leaders make decisions based on consensus to a majority vote of at
least seven members. The idea caused quite a stir among the senior officials drafting the vision.
There will be more proposals coming along as the consultative process continues.

For Indonesia’s president, popularly known as Jokowi, the optics and stakes are high as the
public this year will also be zeroing in on one important issue—who will succeed him in the
2024 presidential election? Contending parties will begin to search for presidential candidates
for next year’s campaign. Therefore, Indonesia has to walk a tightrope to underline his
continued leadership and maintain his political legacy vis-a-vis other matters that might rear
their ugly heads.

Beyond the inter-ASEAN related issues, and just as it did the outgoing chairs Brunei and
Cambodia, various issues such as the Myanmar crisis, the South China Sea conflict, Ukraine, and
the Korean Peninsula, among others, will also be discussed.

But the quagmire in Myanmar will continue to haunt the incoming chair. Given its geographical
distance from the hotspot and its previous strong positions against the military junta in
Naypyitaw, Jakarta will certainly adopt a more moderate position on the issue now that it
occupies the chair.

It does not mean that Indonesia will shy away from further engagement, but it will tackle the
Myanmar crisis with prudence and in a different way from the previous two chairs. For
instance, Jokowi will not visit Myanmar and meet with the junta leaders under any
circumstances unless there is “substantial progress” in the implementation of the ASEAN Five-
Point Consensus (5PC).
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For the past two years, ASEAN has been seeking to enforce its 5PC, which was agreed upon in
April 2021. At that time, the bloc’s top priorities were an immediate ceasefire and the delivery
of necessary humanitarian assistance. For the time being, these two objectives have made little
progress due to the ongoing fighting in various parts of Myanmar.

Overall, the war between the junta and the resistance forces, including the People’s Defense
Force (PDF), has intensified, as have the civilian casualties. Fighting among ethnic groups and
with the central government has been ongoing since 1948 when Myanmar (then Burma) gained
independence. Unless these stakeholders express a readiness to negotiate, it would be difficult
for ASEAN process to proceed. They must hold a dialogue among themselves on their common
future.

As such, there could be some refocusing of the 5PC to kick off an inclusive political dialogue
instead of treating the conflicts among various stakeholders as a zero-sum game. Indonesia
hopes to seek indirect or direct engagement with every conflicting party. During the ASEAN
summit, the leaders agreed that new approaches should be explored to resolve Myanmar’s
crisis.

But at the moment, high levels of civilian casualties cast a dark cloud over the idea of dialogue.
According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, to date, the regime has killed a
total of 2,273 civilians and arrested more than 15,400. Civilian casualties have also been caused
by the PDF, armed ethnic groups and local militias, but no organizations have kept any record.

At all the past meetings between the ASEAN special envoys and the junta, officially known as
the State Administration Council (SAC), this issue has been raised. Due to the junta’s continued
violence and brutality against its own people, no one is willing to listen. Recently, the UN
Security Council adopted a resolution to condemn the regime and called on the SAC to end the
violence and release all political prisoners.

Whatever Jakarta plans to do about Myanmar, it will need assistance from member countries
that have been directly affected by the conflict. Thailand and Malaysia immediately come to
mind. Thailand shares a common border of 2,401 km with Myanmar, which has not yet been
demarcated. Thai authorities are nervous every time there are clashes among the numerous
ethnic groups and against Naypyitaw, fearing an influx of villagers fleeing across the border.

Meanwhile, each day a few hundred Myanmar villagers are smuggled through natural channels
at various places. Local residents fleeing from Myanmar’s North and Northwest regions are
congregating along the Thai-Myanmar border. At the February retreat, Bangkok will report the
outcome of the Dec. 22 meeting for further deliberation.

Malaysia is another country affected by the Myanmar crisis. More than 300,000 people from
Myanmar are living in Malaysia, especially a large group of Muslim Rohingya, who have been
discriminated against in Myanmar. During the dry season, hundreds of these refugees flee
Myanmar and Bangladesh and risk their lives on the high seas to reach Malaysia.
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Constructive ways must be found to jumpstart inclusive political dialogues, especially issues
concerning Myanmar’s election set for August. If the poll proceeds as planned, the outcome will
not be recognized by the region or the international community. The junta cited electoral
irregularity in November 2020 as one of the reasons for seizing power. It would take a collective
decision to decide on the electoral process in order to gain recognition.

From Jakarta’s perspective, the priority is to get all stakeholders together to begin a dialogue on
issues of concern, but as the conflicting groups are using weapons at present to engage with
one another, this is immensely challenging. Moving them to a negotiating table requires both
goodwill and good faith from all concerned. For ASEAN, dialogue partners are as important as
ever. For any future ceasefire and humanitarian assistance to be effective and sustainable, their
cooperation is indispensable.

It remains to be seen how the chair would like to approach the Myanmar crisis. The onus is on
Indonesia as to whether the bloc, under the leadership of the biggest and most powerful ASEAN
member, can make a breakthrough.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-crisis-among-indonesias-
challenges-as-asean-chair.html
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