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Acting President: 2023 Will Mark Turning Point for Myanmar’s Revolution
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 January 2023

Acting President Duwa Lashi La of Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) said in
his new year’s speech that 2023 will mark the turning point in the war against military rule and
called for continuous revolution.

“When we are fighting against the brutalities of the terrorist military regime, resilience is really
important. The regime is waiting for the time when the people and the revolutionary forces are
exhausted, so all of us must continue to work hard and speed up the revolution,” Duwa Lashi La
said in his state of the union address.

He said the regime was crippled militarily, economically, socially and diplomatically because of
people’s united opposition to dictatorship and their sacrifices and efforts.

Duwa Lashi La said the regime was internationally isolated while the NUG and resistance forces
had gained advantages.

The ethnic Kachin leader called for revolutionary unity during an important time and cohesive
cooperation to root out the dictatorship and establish a federal democracy for all ethnicities.

“The key to the success of the revolution depends on the unity of the resistance forces and
people,” he said.

Duwa Lashi La repeated calls to ignore the regime’s “sham” election this year, calling it a trap
and deception to alleviate the myriad crises facing the junta.

“The revolution will succeed as it is a battle that all ethnic forces are fighting in unison,” Duwa
Lashi La said.

The NUG’s defense minister U Yee Mon in his new year speech said an offensive strategy was ready to
hammer the junta this year.

He said the NUG would step up the arming of resistance groups.

“The NUG and allied groups are determined to achieve decisive results for the revolution this year and
we have drawn up a one-year plan to implement it,” U Yee Mon said.

Myanmar’s ethnic armed groups and revolutionary forces have also vowed to uproot the dictatorship.

A total of 22 groups, including the National Unity Consultative Council, NUG, All Burma
Students’ Democratic Front, General Strike Committees, 88 Generation Peace and Open Society
and ethnic groups, in a new year’s statement vowed, “to work tirelessly and in unison until the
military dictatorship has been eradicated and the people’s revolution has triumphed”.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/acting-president-2023-will-mark-turning-point-for-
myanmars-revolution.html
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NUG claims Myanmar junta burned down 41,000 houses in 2022

By Mizzima |

- s

‘ The Fire Service Department under the Ministry of Home Affairs
and Immigration of the National Unity Government (NUG)
released a statement on 1 January stating that over 41,000
houses were torched and destroyed by the Military Council during
the last year, 2022.

In the statement, Military Council soldiers committed 1,058
crimes throughout the country last year.

The Fire Service Department under the Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration of NUG has
verified and published the facts and figures submitted by the media, civil society organizations,
the public and NGOs.

According to the statement, the Military Council committed the most arson cases in Sagaing
Region between 1 January and 31 December 2022.

In the statement, the number of houses destroyed in 2022 were as follows: 31,400 in Sagaing
region, 8,500 in Magway region, 480 in Mandalay, 65 in Bago region, 43 in Rakhine State, 25 in
Mon State, 85 in Tanintharyi Region, 250 in Chin and Kachin States, 120 in Karen and Karenni
States, and 60 in Shan State.

According to the NUG, the published list is based on reports, and the actual number of houses
destroyed on the ground may be higher.

The Military Council reportedly burned down houses in 12 out of the 15 states and regions
including Naypyitaw.

The Military Council continues to set fires in Sagaing, which is in the upper region of Myanmar,
where local defense forces are fiercely fighting against the regime.

https://mizzima.com/article/nug-claims-myanmar-junta-burned-down-41000-houses-2022

Myanmar Regime Forces Kill at Least Eight Villagers in Sagaing Region
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 3 January 2023

Myanmar junta soldiers and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia killed at least eight residents of a
Sagaing Region village over a four-day period, according to villagers and the local people’s
administrative body.
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A combined force of 70 troops assigned to Light Infantry Division 33 from the Shwebo basic
military training school and Pyu Saw Htee militia raided Ah Lal Sho Village, Khin-U Township on
December 28, said villagers.

Junta forces arrested at least 17 people on December 28. On the following day, battalion 3 of
the Shwebo People Defence Force (PDF) launched an attack on the military regime forces along
with all the other PDFs in Khin-U Township.

Clashes continued until the evening of January 1, when junta forces retreated. Resistance
fighters were able to enter Ah Lai Sho Village on January 2.

“When we entered the village we found eight dead residents: two women and six men. One
middle-aged man’s body had been burned and a 70-year-old man was found buried in a
waterproof fabric,” said U Tun Win Aung, a leader of Khin-U Township’s People’s Administrative
Body.

He added that the details of the dead are still being verified and so they can’t be named as yet.

Ah Lal Sho is a large village located between the Shwebo basic military training school and a
military outpost that guards the Zee Kone sugar factory, which is owned by the Myanmar
military conglomerate Myanma Economic Corporation.

The village has a thousand houses and over 4,000 residents, most of whom fled on December
28, said villagers.

“Our village strongly supports the revolution. Junta troops have been warning us for a couple of
months that they will kill all supporters of the revolution and torch their homes,” said a 40-
year-old Ah Lai Sho villager who is now sheltering in a village in Kantbalu Township.

Three of the dead villagers were brothers and were found near the entrance to the village. Two
women in their 40s and two men in their 20s were found dead from gunshots in the middle of
the village. The 70-year-old victim was found buried inside the village.

A PDF fighter said that the 70-year-old may have been tortured before being killed, as there
were bad injuries to his face and body.

“At first, we planned to cremate the dead bodies today after calling back all their relatives. But
we weren’t able to do it, as we had to leave the village early this morning as junta troops were
returning to the village,” said the PDF fighter.

Residents who fled Ah Lai Sho said that junta forces had planned to seize the village and make
into a regime stronghold by building bunkers and trenches around the village.

“Because the PDFs fought back strongly, they [regime forces] had to fall back on Sunday. But we
heard that they are now coming back with more troops,” said a villager.
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All the eight victims killed in the village were among the 17 people arrested by junta troops on
December 28. The fate of the other nine detainees remains unknown.

“I think the other people detained might have also been killed, although we have not found
their bodies yet. But | guess that their bodies might have been burned along with the dozens of
houses torched in the village. We are unable to examine the remains of the homes right now,”
said U Tun Win Aung from the Khin-U Township Administrative Body.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-forces-kill-at-least-eight-villagers-
in-sagaing-region.html

Junta arson attack kills 2 villagers in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
The elderly men were unable to flee when troops set fire to their homes.

By RFA Burmese | 2023.01.03

. : Wv‘ The remains of homes in Shwe Taung village, Budalin

township, Sagaing region, burned down by junta troops on
Jan. 2, 2023. Chin Cable Network Channel

Two elderly men died when their houses were burned
down by junta troops in a Sagaing region village, locals
told RFA.

The men were too old to flee following a previous arson attack and were still living in Budalin
township’s Shwe Taung village when a military column entered on Monday and torched 13
houses.

“A 92-year-old crippled man and another man who is over 100 years old and could not move
were trapped in the fire,” said Min, the township's communications officer. He said one of
the men begged the troops not to set fire to his home.

Min, who goes by one name, said an anti-junta People’s Defense Force soldier was also killed
while scouting in a nearby forest.

The troops who set fire to the village belonged to a battalion from the Yangon-based Air
Defense Force, which had arrived to reinforce troops in Budalin township, residents said.
RFA was unable to independently confirm the claim.

Locals said the junta cut internet and phone access in Budalin ahead of the attack.

Aye Lwin, the junta spokesman for Sagaing region said he was not aware of any attack and
told RFA to contact the junta’s minister of security and border affairs.
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The military’s national spokesman, Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun, told RFA junta troops had not set
fire to houses in Shwe Taung.

More than 27,000 houses in Sagaing region have been burned down since the military seized
power in a February 2021 coup, according to figures released last month by independent
research group Data for Myanmar.

Translated by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Mike Firn.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-arson-attack-01032023043809.html

Myanmar junta sentences teacher to death on murder, terror charges

Nearly 100 people have been handed the death penalty for opposing the regime that seized
power nearly two years ago

Aung Naing | Published on Jan 3, 2023

Police officers inside a school compound in Sittwe in June
2021 (STR/AFP Getty Images)

A junta-controlled court sentenced a primary school teacher
to death last Friday for his alleged role in the killing of a
suspected military informant in Ayeyarwady Region’s Myan
Aung Township more than a year ago, according to sources.

Kaung Khant Kyaw, 25, was sentenced after being found guilty of murder and terrorism in
connection with the shooting death of Win Myint Aung, also known as Gyat Gyi, in the Myan
Aung village of Thapyay Kone in October 2021.

A participant in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) against military rule, Kaung Khant
Kyaw was arrested weeks after the killing and charged under Section 302(1)b of the Penal Code
and Section 50e of the Counter-Terrorism Law.

An elected MP from Ayeyarwady Region condemned the sentence, calling it “absurd.”

“Handing death sentences to CDM teachers and students is just destroying the country’s future.
It’s absurd that a group of power-hungry people is punishing innocent, educated youths,” said
the lawmaker, who did not want to be named.

According to Kyaw Ye Lwin, a member of the Basic Education General Strike Committee’s
secretarial team, Kaung Khant Kyaw was not permitted to meet with his family during his trial.

“Everyone’s extremely worried because they said no one would be allowed to see him again.
The family is still trying their best to see him,” he said, adding that only one lawyer was allowed
inside the court during sentencing.
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He added that Kaung Khant Kyaw would likely be transferred from Hinthada Prison, where he
was held during his trial, to Pathein Prison now that a sentence has been handed down.

The family is planning to appeal the sentence, he said.

Kaung Khant Kyaw is the first schoolteacher to be sentenced to death since the February 2021
coup. Nearly 200 others are currently in junta custody, according to Kyaw Ye Lwin, who
described the sentence as a “threat” to others taking part in the CDM.

On Sunday, seven educational organisations released a statement condemning the military’s
imposition of the death penalty on its opponents.

It also called for an end to the regime’s unlawful arrests and urged the international community
to take action against the junta for its brutal suppression of dissent.

At least five other CDM education staff members, including a teacher named Swan Yee Htet
who has been sentenced to 10 years in prison, were also arrested in Myan Aung.

According to data compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a total of 97
people have been sentenced to death by the military council as of December 30, 2022.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-sentences-teacher-to-death-on-murder-
terror-charges

Kachin religious leader charged under unlawful association law

The Baptist reverend, who once held a conciliatory meeting with top officers after publicly
criticising the military, is imprisoned in Myitkyina, Kachin State, awaiting a January 11 trial

Nyein Swe | Published on Jan 3, 2023
Dr. Hkalam Samson seen in 2019 (Hkalam Samson Facebook)

Religious leader Dr Hkalam Samson will face trial on January 11
in the Kachin State capital Myitkyina for a charge brought
under Section 17(1) of the colonial-era Unlawful Associations
Act, according to a relative.

Dr Samson, a reverend and former chair of the Kachin Baptist
Convention (KBC), was arrested on December 5 at the Mandalay International Airport, where
he intended to board a flight to Thailand for medical treatment. He was then taken to the
Northern Regional Military Command (RMC) headquarters in Myitkyina, and KBC officials
received notification the following day that he would face charges.
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An officer from the Northern RMC filed the Section 17(1) charge against Dr Samson at the
Myitkyina Police Station on December 28, and he is currently being held at the Myitkyina
Prison, according to a family member.

“Right now, all we’ve been told is there is a Section 17(1) charge and we don’t know if there are
any others,” Dr Samson’s family member told Myanmar Now. “The plaintiff wasn’t from the
police station. He’s a major from the Northern Military Command, as far as I've heard, but they
told me that they couldn’t tell us his name.”

The family only learned about the charge against Dr Samson when they inquired at the
Myitkyina Police Station on December 30.

“They told us that 10 items in his possession, including his Bible and electronic devices, were
confiscated as evidence,” the family member said.

The military have not yet allowed Dr Samson’s family to visit him after holding him in detention
for nearly a month. KBC officials also requested permission to meet with their former leader
but the military has not responded to any of the requests, according to a minister affiliated with
the KBC.

The military has stated that Dr Samson was arrested for meeting with the leadership of the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) in Laiza, a claim Dr Samson’s relative dismissed as absurd.

According to the same family member, Dr Samson is not just a reverend but also a KBC
representative, which requires him to travel anywhere members of the congregation may be.

“They need to release him as soon as possible. There is absolutely no reason for them to detain
him,” the family member added.

Before the coup regime seized power in 2021, Dr Samson had voiced criticism of the military
but later publicly reconciled with them, expressing hope that the military could change in the
interest of peace.

As chair of the KBC in 2019, Dr Samson met with US President Donald Trump in Washington and
told him the military was oppressing Christians in Myanmar, thanking him for US sanctions
against top military officials. Shortly thereafter, the military directly petitioned the court to take
legal action against him.

However, the military dropped their case against Dr Samson three days later, inviting him to a
meeting at Myanmar’s Central RMC in Mandalay to resolve their differences publicly.

Dr Samson also personally met with Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, who would later lead the
February 2021 coup that installed the present military regime in power. The reverend’s recent
arrest and detention occurred despite this ostensible reconciliation.
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Resistance Fighters Capture Myanmar Junta Border Bases in Karen State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 January 2023

The Myanmar military lost two border bases in Karen State on Monday after resistance raids in
Kyainseikgyi Township, according to Karen resistance fighters.

Heavy clashes erupted in the township on Saturday when the resistance group Lion Battalion
Commando and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the Karen
National Union (KNU), attacked bases of the junta-allied Border Guard Force (BGF) on the
Payathonzu road, close to the border with Thailand, according to Lion Battalion Commando and
local media.

On Monday, two out of the three BGF outposts in Kyainseikgyi Township were captured,
claimed Lion Battalion Commando. Heavy fighting continued to occur in the area until Tuesday
as Karen resistance forces attempted to capture the remaining BGF base.

There were many military regime casualties in the clashes. The junta also conducted several
airstrikes in an attempt to defend the bases.

Around six resistance fighters were reportedly killed in the fighting. Four residents of Taung
Soon Village were also injured by junta airstrikes.

Some 3,000 residents of villages in the area have fled to the forest and have been suffering
from food shortages for days, according to the Karen Information Center, a local media outlet.

Clashes between regime forces and Karen resistance groups have been ongoing in Kawkareik
and Kyainseikgyi townships, the territory of the KNLA’s Brigade 6, for two weeks.

Between December 22 and 28, there were 11 firefights in KNU territory between junta forces
and the KNLA and the Karen National Defense Organization, the other armed wing of the KNU.
Some 56 regime soldiers were killed in the clashes and 40 injured, said the KNU.

Regime troops carried out artillery and airstrikes on two villages for days during the clashes,
killing a Buddhist monk. Five other people, including three monks, were injured.

Myanmar junta forces are currently facing near-daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic
armed organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/resistance-fighters-capture-
myanmar-junta-border-bases-in-karen-state.html
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Over 20 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 January 2023

At least 23 Myanmar junta forces were killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force
groups (PDFs) and an ethnic armed organization (EAQ) stepped up their attacks on regime
targets across the country.

Two junta outposts were seized in Karen State. A military command, police stations and
General Administration Department offices were bombed in Upper Myanmar.

During the incidents, around seven resistance fighters were also killed.

Incidents were reported in Karen and Chin states and Sagaing, Magwe, Mandalay and Bago
regions.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the EAO.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.
Two junta border outposts seized by Karen rebels

The resistance group Lion Battalion Commando claimed it and the Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) jointly occupied two out of three junta border guard outposts in Kyainseikgyi
Township, Karen State on Monday morning.

There were many military casualties in the raid, the resistance group said.

Also, six resistance fighters were reportedly killed in the clashes. After losing their outposts, the
junta forces conducted air strikes, in which four local residents were injured.

Clashes between the combined resistance forces and regime troops have been occurring in
Karen State’s Kawkareik and Kyainseikgyi townships for two weeks. Around 1,500 residents
have fled their homes due to the incidents.

Nine junta forces including captain killed in PDF raids in Mandalay

Resistance fighters of MG6 Guerrilla force
(Myingyan) / MG6 Guerrilla Force

At least nine junta soldiers including a captain were
killed in Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region on

3 2 ' i Saturday when six PDF groups raided a junta camp in
Lay Eain Tan Village, said the MG6 guerrilla force, which coordinated the raid.

Resistance forces managed to occupy the junta camp, but a resistance fighter was killed and
another injured in the clash, the PDF group said.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters engaging in a clash with regime forces.
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Regime forces bombed in Mandalay

Resistance group Unicorn Guerrilla Force claimed it and four other PDF groups used drones and
improvised mortar shells to bomb regime forces stationed at Thaphan Daunt Village in Madaya
Township, Mandalay Region on Sunday.

They conducted three drone strikes and 20 artillery strikes in the attack. The PDF’s video shows
a drone dropping improvised bombs on regime targets in the village.

However, military casualties were unknown.
Northwest Command base bombed in Sagaing

Junta troops during a parade at the North West Military
Command in Monywa / Junta Website

Local resistance force Fight for People claimed to have
bombed the military’s Northwest Command base in
Monywa Township, Sagaing Region at 3:30 a.m. on Monday.

They used six 120-mm explosives, five of which exploded in the compound of the military base.
After being bombed, regime forces randomly opened fire, the PDF group said.

Military casualties were unknown.
Junta-controlled administration office, police and fire station bombed in Sagaing

Salingyi Border Task Force-SBTF claimed it and three other PDF groups jointly used 60-mm, 80-
mm and 120-mm explosives to bomb regime forces stationed at the junta-controlled General
Administration Department offices, police station and fire station in the town of Yinmabin,
Sagaing Region on Sunday night.

Regime forces responded with heavy weapons and firearms. Many regime forces are believed
to have been killed or injured, the PDF group said.

All resistance fighters retreated from the site without casualties.

The PDF groups also bombed regime forces stationed in Bantbwe Village in Yinmabin Township
on Saturday night.

Police station bombed in Sagaing

Salingyi Special Task Force claimed it and Myaing-PDF group used drones to bomb the Kant
Dock Police Station in Pale Township Sagaing Region on the weekend.

They used 14 improvised bombs in their operation, named New Year Drone, targeting regime
forces in the police station. Military casualties were unknown, however.

Aerial video shot by the PDF groups shows drones dropping bombs on a police station.
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Three junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines Sagaing

S Resistance fighters of Myaung Special People’s Defense Force
/ MSPDF

Three regime troops were killed and many others injured in
Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Monday morning when
Myaung Special PDF group used heavy land mines to ambush
a military detachment, the resistance force said.

The detachment from the Kyaukyit police station was ambushed while heading to nearby
villages for raids.

Pro-regime village bombed in Sagaing

PDF group Chindwin Attack Force claimed it and six other PDF groups jointly bombed the camps
of regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members in the pro-regime village of Taw
Pu in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday night.

In their operation, they used 30 improvised mortar rounds to target regime forces. Many
regime forces are believed to have been killed or injured, the PDF group said.

Two junta soldiers killed or injured in Bago
The entrance to the town of Paungde / CJ

Two regime troops were killed or injured in Paungde
Township, Bago Region on Monday when Pyay District PDF
Battalion (3601) used land mines to ambush two junta
soldiers, said Bago Region PDF.

The two soldiers were ambushed while they were
approaching a military checkpoint in Konethar Village. After
the attack, two junta forces, or their bodies, were taken to a nearby military battalion, Bago
Region PDF said.

Two junta soldiers killed in Chin

Resistance fighters of Civic Defense Militia-CDM-Siyin in Chin
State / CDM-Siyin

Two regime troops were killed and many others injured
during a clash with two resistance groups, Civic Defense
Militia-CDM-Siyin and Mountain Eagle Defense Force, in
Tedim Township, Chin State on Sunday, the resistance groups
said.
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The groups said they attacked the military detachments as they were invading their territory.
After being attacked, the regime forces retreated to neighboring Kale Township in Sagaing
Region.

In the clash, two resistance fighters suffered minor injuries.
Four regime forces including captain killed in Magwe
Resistance fighters of Student Armed Force / SAF

At least four junta troops including a captain were killed in
Minhla Township, Magwe Region on Saturday when Student
Armed Force raided a military checkpoint on the Monywa-
Pathein Highway, the resistance group said.

In the raid, a resistance fighter suffered an injured shoulder.
Three junta soldiers killed in PDF attacks in Magwe

Three regime forces were killed and some others injured near the border of Myaing and
Yesagyo townships, Magwe Region on Sunday when six PDF groups attacked a military
detachment, claimed Super Fighter PDF, which joined the attack.

PDF groups also used heavy weapons and drones to bomb the regime forces. After facing the
daring PDF attack, regime forces retreated from the area, the PDF group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-20-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks-2.html

Revolutionary Armies Demand Unified Attacks on Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 2 January 2023

Myanmar’s powerful ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) have vowed to uproot the country’s
military dictatorship, despite junta promises of peace talks and a general election.

In his new year’s speech on Sunday, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing promised greater
opportunities for ethnic minorities if the armed conflict is resolved.

He also promised a general election across the country, including all ethnic groups, to protect
everyone’s democratic rights.

General N’Ban La, the chairman of the Kachin Independence Organization, the political wing of
the Kachin Independence Amy, said in his speech on Sunday that the junta is the enemy of all
citizens.
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Kachin Independence Organization chairman N’Ban La
delivers his new year’s speech on Sunday.

He added that all citizens and EAOs must attack the junta
decisively as no regime can resist a revolution of the entire
people.

The Kachin leader said a regime that murders civilians has no right to hold an election. The
international community should support Myanmar’s people and revolutionary organizations to
resist military rule, Gen N’Ban La added.

The Brotherhood Alliance of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, Ta’ang National
Liberation Army and Arakan Army released a joint statement on Sunday saying that most of the
population has been displaced and is living in fear because of the regime’s continuous war
crimes and atrocities.

The Arakan Army. / The Irrawaddy

The alliance promised to work with resistance groups which
emerged following the coup with popular support to fight
the dictatorship.

It urged all revolutionary organizations to be organized and
united in fighting the regime.

Brigade 5 of the Karen National Liberation Army, the armed
wing of the Karen National Union, issued a final warning to all government employees to resign
and leave its territory in Hpapun District, Karen State, by January 10.

It called for a boycott of any junta election.

The junta continues to commit extrajudicial killings of civilians including children, massacres,
burning people alive and using civilian detainees as human shields, looting and burning houses,
shelling and airstrikes on residential areas and acts of sexual violence.

An estimated 1.1 million people have been displaced since the coup and over 40,000 civilian
houses have been destroyed in junta arson attacks.

By December 30, nearly 2,700 people had been killed by junta forces and around 16,704,
including government leaders, have been arrested or detained since the coup, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners that monitors deaths and arrests.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/revolutionary-armies-demand-unified-attacks-on-
myanmar-junta.html
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‘All Stakeholders’ Negotiations Can Succeed: Just Take Out Min Aung Hlaing
By IGOR BLAZEVIC | 3 January 2023

Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG), National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC),
Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and 20 other important drivers of the
broad, nationwide movement against the military junta have released an important New Year
Joint Declaration on the People’s Revolution.

In it they articulate a clear vision and roadmap for how to lead Myanmar out of the current
tragedy caused by the futile and criminal effort of the military junta to grab and consolidate
power. Leading actors of the Spring Revolution are showing unity and mutual agreement on the
principles and key steps for how and where to go to end the violence and destruction of the
country and to find a solid political solution on which lasting peace and development can be
built.

Myanmar’s neighbors, other relevant and concerned countries in the Indo-Pacific region and
key global actors have a clear choice. The first option is to help the people of Myanmar and
their legitimate representatives follow the path that is outlined in the New Year Joint
Declaration — and that includes rejection of the junta and eradication of the military
dictatorship.

The other option is to continue to do little or nothing, such as by engaging in futile efforts to
negotiate an agreement between “all stakeholders” including the current murderous and
illegitimate junta. This approach will just lead to further escalation of the junta’s war against
the people, further mass atrocities, deepening instability and chaos, continued destruction of
civilian infrastructure and the burning to the ground of hundreds of villages, the creation of
hundreds of thousands of IDPs (internally displaced persons) and a further meltdown of the
economy. At the end of this path, after years of conflict and enormous civilian suffering, we will
have neither stability under consolidated military dictatorship nor negotiated compromise
between “all stakeholders”. Instead, we will have a broken, fragmented country divided into
territories (most likely five to seven) controlled by different armed militias with the former
Myanmar army being nothing better than the worst among all predatory militias. It will be an
irreparably broken country, like the current Libya or South Sudan.

This Joint Declaration, as well as a few other statements issued over the New Year period (like
the statement of the Three Brotherhood Alliance and a speech given by Kachin Independence
Organization chairman General N’Ban La) clearly show to international actors and neighbors of
Myanmar that a dialogue and agreement between all relevant stakeholders is already present.
Such dialogue and agreement is possible and already exists once one takes Min Aung Hlaing
and his criminal junta out of the equation. Min Aung Hlaing’s blunder, his failed coup, is the
root of all the troubles that have happened in Myanmar since February 2021. His effort to
impose power through sheer brutality, murder and destruction is the only obstacle to finding a
solution for the country.
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Remove Min Aung Hlaing and it will be possible to relatively quickly deescalate the violence,
bring back basic security, provide much-needed humanitarian assistance, resume economic
activities and start political negotiations, which have a good chance of finding compromise and
agreement about the founding documents of a new Federal and Democratic Union of
Myanmar.

Removing Min Aung Hlaing would be much easier than it seems to international actors. He is
already rejected by the people of the country and has a very shaky position within the military
itself. What is holding him in the game — in addition to the brutal violence he is applying,
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s cynical assistance, and revenues from Myanmar’s gas fields —
is the readiness of Myanmar’s neighbors to treat him as an indispensable part of the “all
stakeholders negotiations”.

Start an active dialogue with all stakeholders without Min Aung Hlaing, and support the
processes and actions of all stakeholders without him —and the junta will collapse in a matter
of months. Once that happens, the Myanmar military without the current junta will be quick to
join the political dialogue and negotiations of all stakeholders, and to join it in a constructive
and productive manner.

Myanmar’s neighbors, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the UN and other
relevant international actors have a clear choice and a clear opportunity to solve the deepening
state failure of Myanmar. There is a realistic chance to achieve what we have not seen in
decades — the possibility for lasting peace and stability.

If Myanmar’s neighbors, ASEAN, the UN and other relevant international actors miss this
chance, the country will continue to fall deeper and deeper into violence, destruction and
fragmentation. Putin might not care about this, but all others, including China, India and
Thailand, have an interest in not allowing things to develop this way.

Igor Blazevic is senior adviser with the Prague Civil Society Centre. Between 2011 and 2016 he
worked in Myanmar as the head lecturer at the Educational Initiatives Program.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/all-stakeholders-negotiations-can-succeed-
just-take-out-min-aung-hlaing.html

Clear Political Plan Would Help Myanmar Resistance’s Cause: Ex-US Ambassador
By AUNG ZAW | 2 January 2023

Scot Marciel served as US ambassador to Myanmar from 2016 to 2020 and is now Oksenberg-
Rohlen Fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies, affiliated with the
Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center at Stanford University. He recently spoke
with The Irrawaddy’s editor-in-chief Aung Zaw about new US legislation authorizing nonlethal
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assistance for the Myanmar resistance, as well as efforts to isolate the Myanmar junta
internationally and his outlook for the crisis-torn country for 2023, among other topics.

AUNG ZAW: 2023 is going to be a tough year for Myanmar and the Myanmar people. The
regime is facing a very resilient and growing resistance on different fronts. We had some
surprising news last week. The 2023 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) was passed by
the US Congress; it authorizes support for civil society and political prisoners in Myanmar and
significantly it mentions the names of the ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), the civilian
National Unity Government (NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Force (PDF). It
provides nonlethal assistance to support the resistance and political groups in Myanmar. So
how do you see that bill and how is it going to work in the Myanmar landscape?

SCOT MARCIEL: It's important to remember that a lot of what the bill does is to authorize
things, like funding, for example, which is great, but it doesn’t actually appropriate any money.
So it’s mostly sending a strong message from Congress both to the people of Myanmar but also
to the Biden administration that they want a bolder approach, a more active approach. My
sense is that the Biden administration is moving that way anyway, so this bill will encourage the
administration to go down the path it has been going but maybe faster.

On the ground resistance groups and opposition groups are very excited. Their spirit has been
strengthened somehow. They welcome the bill. Myanmar people generally and opposition and
democratic forces are always in favor of the US doing more. The regime responded quite
strongly. They said it was a violation of sovereignty and interference in internal affairs. So how
do you see this “nonlethal assistance”?

| don’t think we know yet exactly what’s going to happen. As | said the bill authorizes funding,
but it’s a separate question of whether money will be appropriated for it and if so how the
Biden administration would use it. But certainly there could be money for education, health
care—again, not to the junta, but to pro-democracy forces, whether to the NUG or possibly
through ethnic armed groups. | mean, we’ve [earlier] provided assistance for example to the
Karen health department, even when | was there [as ambassador], so there’s more that could
be done, even possibly for efforts at governance. We'll have to see what the Biden
administration decides to do.

The legislation mentions the NUG, PDFs, and EAOs.

Right. Again, we’ll have to see what the Biden administration decides to do with that
authorization. But certainly it sends the message that Congress believes that the administration
should be providing funding to those organizations. One important factor would be that for
anywhere in the world the US has pretty high standards of accountability for the money. | don’t
mean accountability in the sense of human rights. Any organization that the US government
provides assistance to would need to show that it’s spending the money the way it says it is,
and that the money’s not going to other places.
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Last week there was interesting news about the UN Security Council resolution on Myanmar.
For the first time in decades they’re calling for the release of all political prisoners, including
State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and President U Win Myint, and to cease hostilities
immediately and aggression towards the population. So it expressed deep concern, but what is
next? What are the actions that should follow?

| was surprised, actually, to see the resolution. Whenever you try to get a Security Council
resolution you have to make compromises to avoid the vetoes. So I’'m sure that some wanted
even stronger language but in the negotiations they had to soften it. Still, | think the Resolution
is a very strong symbolic message of support for democracy and the resistance. And a very
strong message—frankly, endorsed by Russia and China—to the junta that it’s not gaining
support and may even be losing support. | would keep my expectations low about what to
expect as a follow-up, just because, again, with the Security Council everything has to be
negotiated. And if Russia or China or anyone else disagrees they can stop it. Particularly Russia
and China because they have veto power.

It’s interesting to see that China and Russia did not support the regime this time. India also. As
we’re speaking, a newly appointed Chinese special envoy is reportedly flying in to Myanmar to
meet with the regime. China has a lot at stake in Myanmar’s stability, with investments, its Belt
and Road Initiative infrastructure projects. China has been condemned for its support of the
regime and the military. Whatever the US is doing China will be very cautious about, if not
oppose. What do you think about what China is doing? And Russia has been the key country
since the coup in terms of supporting the Myanmar military with hardware. The regime’s Air
Force uses Russian jet fighters and helicopters to bomb the population and to go after
resistance forces. So there are two major countries that keep supporting the regime.

My sense is that China is ultimately being quite pragmatic. It was happy to work with the old
military regime as you recall, but then also perfectly happy to work with the NLD [National
League for Democracy] government, with which it had good relations. And | assume it is
working with the junta because the junta at least ostensibly has power. But | don’t think there’s
any deep attachment or loyalty there. | think if the various forces aligned against the military
were able to push the military out of power, China would be happy to work with those forces in
government. And it’s important that we make it very clear that this is not a US-China issue.
[This] is an internal Myanmar issue and we don’t want to turn it into a US-China matter. That’s
part of the reason maybe for some caution on the US side. It is a fear that doing too much
might provoke China into backing the junta even more strongly and then it becomes a US-China
issue, which it should not be and which it is not.

Russia has fewer interests in Myanmar than China. | think [Russian President Vladimir] Putin
likes to make mischief anywhere he can and gain influence anywhere he can. And in this case
sell weapons and make some money. But | don’t think again there’s any deep, long-term
attachment there. It’s just a target of opportunity for Russia. But of course Russia has its own
problems. And if you flip it, from the junta’s point of view, working closely with Russia allows
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them to avoid excessive reliance on China, which they certainly want to do. But again, | don’t
think Russia has very significant long-term interests [in Myanmar]. It’s just an opportunity for
them.

As you said, China is very pragmatic. China can also be flexible. Whatever changes take place in
Myanmar, its position is not fixed. It’s based on a foundation of pragmatism. Whether it’s the
opposition forces or the EAOs, or democratic forces, or the junta, it can swing to the other side.
It makes friends with everyone.

And this is why it makes sense for the NUG and the EAOs in whatever conversations they have
with the Chinese to make it clear they’re not hostile to China. Because any government that
emerges has to have at least a reasonable relationship with China.

The Chinese government probably has a sense that this regime may not last long, that it doesn’t
have a future, and that it’s better for Beijing to deal with a more stable government that has
support, right?

| think that’s true. It’s been clear for some time that the junta might be able to stay in power for
some time just through pure brutality, but there’s no evidence at all that the junta will be able
to stabilize or effectively govern the country or gain any kind of popular support. The Chinese
know that. The challenge in many ways for the forces of resistance is that even as they’re trying
to defeat the junta they also have to show on the political side that they present a stable
alternative that will be able to overcome the historic mistrust among different ethnic groups.
[That’s] not easy to do, and not something that can happen overnight. But | think the more that
that happens and the more outside governments can see that at least there’s agreement on a
path, on a roadmap—even if all the details need to be worked out over time—it becomes easier
for other governments to see that there is an alternative to the junta that offers more stability.

This is a concern for the opposition and for the Myanmar people because unity is quite rare.
But with the resistance going strong—if facing some ups and downs over the past two years—it
seems they must come to an understanding that there must be some kind of common ground,
if not a united front. If not, no kind of assistance, including that authorized by the NDAA, will
arrive, because the resistance forces lack a common understanding or unity.

This is really challenging. You hear Myanmar people say “We’ve overcome a lot of the
differences and now we’re working together.” Which is true, certainly there’s been a lot of
change. There is a unity of purpose, at least among many, to push the military out of power.
But then there’s the next stage of “What then?” | think it’s unrealistic to expect a detailed
blueprint of exactly what a future federal democracy might look like. That might take years,
possibly. But the more there can at least be agreement on the basic principles, such as what
were outlined in the Federal Democracy Charter, and on the path forward — “Here’s what our
plan will be for the next two years” — then that helps a lot both for the foreign governments
but also for the Myanmar people. It also then gives other governments an alternative to the
junta’s proposed—I hate to even call them “elections”, but what they’re calling “elections”. We
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all know that those will be a complete sham, and they won’t solve any of the problems, but to
the extent that the opposition, the resistance can show, “Hey, here’s our path forward,” then
that makes it easier for governments to say “Yes, we’re going to stay away from supporting
these elections, or accepting these elections.”

The regime seems to be going ahead with its elections. Some governments may support them,
because they feel that this is the only way to stabilize the country. For the regime it’s about
extending its power and legitimizing its rule. In this regard, what can we expect from ASEAN?
You were the US ambassador to Indonesia [2010-13]. Indonesia is going to hold the ASEAN
chair for the next year. Do you think Indonesia will be different from Cambodia? It’s a sleeping
giant, a huge country, politically strong, and thanks to the reforms there it’s one of the most
promising countries in the region. On Myanmar, so far Indonesia has taken quite a strong
stance. It’s quite surprising, isn’t it?

A little bit surprising, but not that much if you remember that Indonesia has come a long way
internally. They care about democracy, but also about proper governance. | mean in Myanmar |
don’t think it’s right to say it’s just about democracy. I’'m not a Myanmar person but my sense is
people are resisting not only because they want democracy but also because they want some
hope for their future. And | think [Indonesia] doesn’t want to see a Myanmar that’s falling apart
and is in a humanitarian crisis over many years. So | would expect [Indonesia] including Foreign
Minister Retno Marsudi will be quite active. Certainly more sympathetic to the forces of
democracy and open to change. | think ASEAN as a whole though is probably going to remain
divided. | don’t know what this recent meeting in Bangkok [organized by Thailand and attended
by the junta’s foreign minister and his Thai, Vietnamese, Lao and Cambodian counterparts] was
all about. It didn’t look good, but | can’t say for sure. There will be a temptation for some
ASEAN countries to accept the results of elections just because they don’t see another way out
of the crisis. And so the challenge for Myanmar people is to explain to those governments why
these elections are not a path out of the crisis. Because they won’t solve the fundamental
problem... First, they’ll be a joke in many ways, with very limited participation and possibly
significant violence, but also, because so many political leaders and activists are in prison. They
won’t serve as a path out of the crisis. And that’s the key message that governments in ASEAN
and elsewhere that are searching for a way out of the current situation need to hear.

Especially for neighboring countries including Thailand. Thailand is a country that has absorbed
refugees, asylum seekers, fleeing activists and politicians. From a humanitarian standpoint,
Thailand has been kind to those who have arrived here. But Thailand is also very worried about
the house burning next to them. It is on fire now. Last year we were talking about a
humanitarian corridor and US assistance and refugee camps along the border areas. And also
the security challenges of the refugee situation. If the US wants to do more, it will have to talk
more with Thailand, which is a key country if there is to be change.

| agree Thailand is critical. The Thais know what is happening inside Myanmar. They have to
know that the junta doesn’t represent a source of stability going forward. They have relations
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with the military so they don’t want to upend those. I’'m not involved, but | would imagine

that US officials are talking to Thai officials about this regularly, both the politics but also the
humanitarian side. Knowing Thailand a little bit, we shouldn’t expect or ask the Thais to make
some grand announcement. But rather, just pragmatically on the ground to do as much as
possible to help both the people seeking asylum, but also to facilitate aid getting in to
Myanmar, because the more aid that gets in to help people, then the more those people won’t
feel the need to come to Thailand. So it’s in their interest. But the Thais would have to do that
rather quietly for a lot of political reasons.

To go back to the earlier question about what the Myanmar people are expecting, it’s not about
democracy alone. It’s about a government being transparent. Even if it’s an authoritarian
model, we still want the government to be transparent. They don’t want the country to be
ruled by thugs and criminals. Today Myanmar is obviously ruled by thugs and criminals.

We as Americans always prefer democracy. We like to see democracy and individual rights
protected. No governments including our own are perfect democracies. We all have our faults.
But there are governments that are more on the authoritarian side but still provide a lot of
services and benefits to their populations. And which don’t bomb them and torture them to
death on a daily basis, like the junta does. So as I've said before the junta is the worst regime in
Southeast Asia since the Khmer Rouge. There is nothing positive that they are doing for the
country or for the world. It’s all negative. It’s always dangerous to say “anything would be
better.” But in this case almost anything would be better. That said, | don’t think the Myanmar
people have to settle for a lousy government that’s just a little bit better than the junta. | think
people can and do expect more than that. Ideally that’s democracy in a federal system. At a
bare minimum a government that doesn’t butcher its people, provides some services, some
transparency, and returns the sense of hope that a lot of people felt during the previous
decade.

Over the last two years, everything the country hoped for and built over the previous 10 years
has all gone. Many of the younger generation, who have a lot of good skills, have left the
country. Seeing them I’'m more hopeful because they are better equipped in terms of language,
technology and skills. They have more exposure to the outside world, they’re more hopeful,
they know how to negotiate, they know how to work, so | think this gives a sense of hope for
the country. But it really leaves us feeling hopeless to see how the regime is behaving.

Yeah. There’s no hope for the country as long as that regime is in power. Even if some people
might have this or that concern about the NUG or other forces of resistance, the NUG, some of
the EROs, and other groups struggling against the junta offer a lot of hope and the potential for
real progress. The junta offers none of that. We all know what’s going to happen if they stay in
power.

Going back to the NDAA, what do you expect in terms of broader sanctions against the regime
and its cronies? What do you say to Myanmar people who want to see the regime punished
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seriously, and an end to the flow of funds and other assistance it needs to survive, including the
proceeds from gas and oil sales? What do you foresee in this area?

| haven’t been talking to people in Washington so | don’t know specifically what they have in
mind. | know they’re looking regularly at what sanctions might actually have an impact,
particularly on the flow of finances to the junta and to people supporting the junta, so | would
expect that you will see additional sanctions, but | don’t know specifically which ones. As to
whether the US administration will impose sanctions on MOGE [Myanmar Oil and Gas
Enterprise], | don’t know. | know it's something they’ve looked at. | think there have been
concerns about that possibly resulting in a cut in power both in Yangon but also in Thailand,
which makes it—I know a lot of people like to think that’s an easy answer; it’s not easy. If it was
easy it would have been done. It is complicated but | assume the administration is continuing to
look at that and study that.

Tell us about the Russia connection. The regime continues to receive jet fighters from both
China and Russia and use them to attack parts of the country where the resistance is strong. It’s
heartbreaking to see near-daily bombings and air raids against innocent people, whose lives are
being lost. What can the US and other partners and actors, at the UN level or other
international levels, do to stop the flow of military hardware and assistance?

It’s very hard to stop the flow of fighter planes and weapons from Russia. We're sanctioning
Russia, too—for different reasons, related to Ukraine. So we’re already doing everything we can
vis-a-vis Russia. | have seen various individuals and groups mention that there should be greater
efforts to sanction aviation fuel. | don’t know the details of how that supply chain works but
certainly | would hope and expect that the US together with like-minded governments is
looking at whether there’s a way of cutting off that flow or at least making it much harder to
get aviation fuel, because without that fuel of course the jets can’t fly.

How do you see Myanmar’s political landscape in 2023?

| think you’re going to see a continuation of what we’ve been seeing, which is a slow and steady
generational shift within the resistance movement, younger people playing a bigger and bigger
role, | think that will continue. | hope we’ll see continued progress in building up the
relationship among all the different communities who share similar goals. | think that’s likely
but it takes a lot of hard work and it requires overcoming some old thinking. | don’t see the
junta gaining strength; it probably will continue to lose strength but it’s very hard to predict
exactly what will happen. | wish | could say we’re going to see a miracle and everything’s going
to be solved in six months. | think more likely, sadly, we will see more of the same on the
ground with the junta gradually weakening and the forces aligned against it, the Myanmar
people, gaining strength and hopefully being able to actually carry out governance at local
levels in more parts of the country, including education and all these things that are so crucial
for the future. So rather than the headlines at the top | would look more at the ground level.
Because—you know this and people inside the country know this—young people have missed a
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lot of education. And getting more non-junta schools up and running and better quality local
governance in more parts of the country is a huge area for 2023.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/clear-political-plan-would-help-myanmar-
resistances-cause-ex-us-ambassador.html

Rakhine State currently preparing for upcoming Myanmar national elections

By Mizzima |

Preparations for the national election, which is
expected to take place in August 2023, are underway in
Rakhine State, according to local residents.

On 9 January 2023, the Military Council will conduct a
household population census in Rakhine State.

Approximately 6,940 volunteers from departmental
- offices in Rakhine State will conduct the household
population check, according to a local news source.

"The household population census form 66/6 (AHtaSa) will be used for the census. The Military
Council is also training volunteers to conduct the household population census,” said a local
news source.

The source confirmed that the military council will conduct a household population census in
the Rakhine State towns of Sittwe, Pauktaw, Mrauk U, Kyauktaw, Minpyar, Ann, Taungup,
Kyauk Phyu, Yanbye, Thandwe, Gwa, and Manaung.

"On 27 December, there was a meeting at the township general administration office in Ann
Township. We've heard that the Military Council is also preparing a household population
census for the elections. The meeting was also attended by all of the ward administrators and
village administrators,” a resident of Ann said.

The Military Council says it intends to hold elections in August 2023 using the proportional
representation (PR) system rather than the previous First-Past-the-Post voting method.

The outcome of the previous 2020 election was annulled as a result of the military coup in
February 2021.

https://mizzima.com/article/rakhine-state-currently-preparing-upcoming-myanmar-national-

elections
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SAC chair underscores efforts to hold elections all over the country

PUBLISHED 1 JANUARY 2023

Myanmar is striving to hold elections in all parts of the
country including ethnic regions so that the national
brethren cannot lose their democratic rights, while efforts
are being made to restore peace, said Chairman of the
State Administration Council Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing.

He made the remarks in his New Year greetings for 2023,
which was published in the sate-run newspapers.

“We are striving for holding elections in all parts of the nation without any vacant areas
including ethnic regions in order not to lose the democratic rights of the national brethren.
Now, efforts are being made for ensuring national peace as before,” he said.

The national brethren had tried their best in overcoming the various difficulties and challenges
in 2022 with unity, patience, tolerance and magnanimity, the SAC chair said adding that all had
proudly passed the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Union Day in the previous year through
their united strength.

“Our country’s independence is going to be 75 years old. Throughout the independence period,
our brethren have not fully enjoyed the essence of independence yet. We endeavoured as
much as we could to end the armed conflicts that emerged together with the independence. |
myself extended the invitations to all for holding peace talks. So, we have reached fruitful
agreements from the peace talks held together with the ethnic armed organizations. In this
regard, it is important to serve the interests of our region as well as our ethnic people with
genuine goodwill and compassion. If we could address the armed conflicts, we would be able to
give greater opportunities to ethnic nationals and ethnic regions,” the Senior General
commented.

The year 2023 turns 75 years, which is the diamond jubilee (75th anniversary) of the country to
regain independence. Such a year will be an initial step for the whole nation to enjoy the fruitful
results of development and peace. As it is a year for the ethnic national people to grasp a good
chance to create a good historic event in a political turning point of Myanmar, all the ethnic
people would have to secure such a chance, he urged.

“We all have to move forward with a greater unity to strengthen the genuine, disciplined
democratic system we all aspire to walk along together and to build the Union based on
democratic and federal systems. To do so, the State Administration Council welcomes all by
opening its doors in all aspects.
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We have to review some international issues which the world witnessed in 2022. All our
national brethren have to take greater care and conscience in 2023. So, we have to overcome
these challenges through united strength in accord with the motto: “the strength of the nation
lies within”, he added.

He said leaving ideas and undertakings that did not benefit the State and the people over the
past 75 years and carrying on constructive acts beneficial to the State in unison with forging the
Myanmar spirit, the goal the people aspire would be achieved for sure.

We all have to build a better socioeconomic life for our new generation youths by focusing on
the interests of the State and the national people. I'd like to urge all responsible persons to
work together to efficiently utilize valuable human resources of new generation youths for the
State, the SAC chair said in his New Year greetings.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-underscores-efforts-to-hold-elections-all-over-
the-country

From the coup to something called an ‘election’

JANUARY 3, 2023 | OPINION | By MARY CALLAHAN | FRONTIER

Workers in Yangon remove an NLD campaign poster ahead of the 2020 election, which the NLD
won in a landslide. (Frontier)

Myanmar’s junta appears determined to hold a national
election this year, but the vote will be a sham, logistically
difficult to pull off and will almost certainly provoke
greater violence.

Just a handful of autocrats will endorse the results.
Precious money and resources will be wasted. Violence will
almost certainly worsen. And yet, the junta led by Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing remains committed to holding an “election” in 2023 that few in
Myanmar want.

After thousands of deaths, at least a million people displaced, a massive nationwide drop into
severe poverty, war crimes on at least a weekly basis and the broad militarisation of society,
the regime believes it will hold an election by August 1 this year, the legally mandated end of its
emergency rule provisions.

Whatever else this theatrical undertaking turns out to be, it does not appear to be either an
“exit strategy” for senior military officials or an attempt to achieve peace. Moreover, there will
be no independent findings that the results represent a credible reflection of Myanmar’s
electorate.
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Throughout Myanmar’s post-independence history, the country’s military rulers have
concocted elections on their own terms. The 2015 election remains the outlier — the only
instance since General Ne Win’s 1962 coup d’état where the military lost and accepted the
results. It refused to recognise the National League for Democracy’s similar landslide election
victories in 1990 and 2020, while the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party
won amid an NLD boycott in 2010.

This next election is rooted in Min Aung Hlaing’s fabricated justification for the February 2021
coup — that the NLD led by then-State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi won the 2020 election due
to massive voter fraud.

This narrative, which invokes the founding claim of the military to be the only reliable guardian
of the nation, obscured what were arguably the real factors behind the takeover, such as the
senior general’s personal ambition, legally required retirement in 2021 and growing rancour at
Aung San Suu Kyi.

The commander-in-chief and his handpicked Union Election Commission, consisting of 15
elderly men, have appeared confident from day one of delivering what they frequently describe
as a much better, cleaner and — rather improbably — more inclusive election than the NLD
oversaw in 2020.

But even meeting the August 1 deadline is a challenge. Since independence in 1948, Myanmar
has never held a general election in July — the middle of Buddhist Lent and peak rainy season.

May, just before the rains, is a more common month but time is running out. Before then, the
UEC must compile voter lists, register and vet political parties and candidates, organise an
expected shake-up of constituencies, change the electoral system from first-past-the-post to
one based on proportional representation, and allow time for campaigning — rumoured to be
extended from 60 days to 90 days.

The expected introduction of an entirely new voting system is clearly intended to benefit pro-
military candidates, as the NLD had won more seats than its proportion of the popular vote in
the winner-take-all system in 2015 and 2020, while the USDP suffered the reverse fate.

NLD supporters celebrate outside party headquarters in
Yangon, after a landslide election victory in 2015, the only
electoral loss the military has accepted since the 1962 coup.
(AFP)

The junta may adopt what is known as the “largest
remainder” system of proportional representation, with
candidates running on party lists and numbers of seats
assigned by quota. The administrative focal point would shift from 330 township-based
constituencies to 100-plus districts. Potentially the use of a smaller number of geographically
larger constituencies makes it easier for the military-appointed UEC to exert control.

Page 27 of 75


https://myanmar.gov.mm/union-election-commission
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/rigging-the-system-the-juntas-pr-makeover/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/rigging-the-system-the-juntas-pr-makeover/

Presumably the army can secure a few polling stations in at least half of those districts? Maybe
even all?

Combined with the constitutionally-mandated 25 percent of seats in both parliamentary
chambers that are directly appointed by the commander-in-chief — along with an expected
boycott by many parties and voters — Min Aung Hlaing might think he is assured victory.

But regardless of constituency size and seat allocation, compiling voter lists is fraught with
difficulties and danger. Ministries have never maintained a centralised registry of citizens,
leaving that kind of record-keeping to ward and village tract offices, which in theory (but rarely
in practice) updated records at the township administrative office. In many parts of the country
since the coup, local officials have been chased out or killed by resistance forces, and residency
ledgers have been torched or blown up.

Any serious attempt at a voter list update will require on-the-ground data collection in places
where anyone involved in any kind of regime project — and the election in particular — will be
considered a target by anti-junta groups.

Whatever way the regime manipulates the process, the scene is set for Myanmar’s most violent
election in history. Electoral violence was not unusual in the 1950s “parliamentary” era, when
many politicians of the ruling Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League campaigned with so-called
pocket armies (gabaik-saung tat). In 1951-52, fighting was so widespread that delayed elections
were unconstitutionally held in three stages, with turnout reaching just 18pc.

Rumours have circulated that the junta is thinking of replicating this kind of staggered election,
starting with a first round of polling in places it can protect from resistance attacks. There is a
recent precedent of sorts: in the 2020 election, most parts of Ann Township in Rakhine State
were cancelled for “security reasons”, except for the large area occupied by the Western
Regional Command, where soldiers and their families voted. Afterwards, the military proposed
holding in cancelled areas after agreeing a ceasefire with the Arakan
Army, but they were never held.

Areas where the military has a strong presence, like Nay Pyi Taw, Pyin Oo Lwin, Mingaladon and
Meiktila (at least around the airfield), could possibly sustain security for some campaigning and
one day of voting. In other parts of the country where daily violence is occurring, there remain
islands of military security. For example, Magway Region has vast areas occupied by as many as
20 military weapons factories, with possibly up to 50,000 soldiers, employees, guards and their
families in massive and highly secured compounds, which could also host campaigns and polling
stations.

Voting could also possibly be held in the more than 200 villages across the country controlled
by pro-military Pyusawhti militias, and more than 2,000 military landholdings, garrisons, arms
factories and agribusiness plantations, such as the giant oil palm and rubber concessions in
Tanintharyi Region.
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There is even a remote chance that first-round elections could be held in territory controlled by
some ethnic armed groups that have not joined the fight against the junta, like the United Wa
State Army or New Mon State Party. Other ethnic armed groups have made it clear this
electoral exercise won’t be tolerated. The chairman of the Kachin Independence Organisation, a
key player in the resistance, warned that any party that participates in the election is “standing
with the enemy” — another hint of the violence the vote could bring.

Attempts to reach even half the number of districts will put large numbers of civilians in harm’s
way. Anyone who votes, no matter who they vote for, will be considered complicit and
therefore a legitimate target for radical guerrilla groups. Meanwhile, anyone who refuses to
vote could find their homes raided by police — or worse, given the army’s penchant for
airstrikes, artillery attacks and arson against civilians.

Given the challenges and dangers, it is possible to imagine two scenarios. In the first, the
commander-in-chief runs polls in around 200 to 400 places, down from 40,000 in 2020, with
heavy air and ground support. In the second, he orders a legal advisor to find a way around the
August 1 deadline and postpone the election. The latter, however, would involve a significant
loss of face for Min Aung Hlaing, because he is a product of a military that fetishises elections,
even though it almost always loses the ones it holds.

A woman votes in the 1990 election, which the NLD won
in a landslide, but the military refused to recognise. (AFP)

Who will run in the election? Hundreds of high-ranking
military officers have been or will be pensioned off to
stand for the USDP or some other military-aligned party.
A motley crew of political parties with no real support

. R | base will also be expected to contest. They include the
Shan Nationalities Development Party (considered a USDP proxy in 2010) and former human
rights activist Ko Ko Gyi’s People’s Party. The National Democratic Front and People’s Pioneer
Party — both NLD breakaway parties — will also undoubtedly join, as both of their leaders hold
senior positions in the junta.

Of more concern to the pro-democracy movement would be if credible ethnic minority parties,
with grievances against the NLD, decide to contest. The Mon Unity Party has already confirmed
its intention to participate, and the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy and Arakan
National Party have both declined to rule it out (although neither have made any moves that
indicate they are preparing for an election). All three had relatively strong showings in 2020 and
are considered among the most influential ethnic parties.

But despite reports of a recent ham-fisted attempt to get the blessing of Aung San Suu Kyi,
there seems no possible scenario in which the NLD would participate, a prerequisite for a
legitimate election in Myanmar.
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Finally, which countries would lend their blessing to this sham? China and Russia, providers of
weapons and a diplomatic shield in the United Nations Security Council, are the most likely.
India and Thailand, important neighbours with their own agendas, may also recognise the
process and the results. Few other countries, though, can be expected to pay the election any
regard.

Yet, regardless of its attempts to stage-manage the vote, the military has a mixed record on
controlling the process and fallout of elections. The military’s political proxies lost elections in
1960 and 1990, despite the playing field being heavily tilted in their favour, forcing it to take
more drastic measures to reassert control. And even when the USDP won in 2010, a small
number of handpicked ex-military generals and admirals went on to hijack the implementation
of the 2008 Constitution and steer it in an unexpectedly reformist direction. While the military
likely hopes an election will help stabilise its rule, it may instead be unleashing something it
can’t control.

Mary Callahan is an associate professor of international studies at the University of
Washington. She is the author of Making Enemies: War and Statebuilding in Burma and has
spent 30 years researching conflict, ethnic politics, education affairs and elections in the
country.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/from-the-coup-to-something-called-an-election/

Myanmar Junta Prepares for Name Change as End of Emergency Rule Looms
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 January 2023

Two years of emergency rule declared by Myanmar’s military after seizing power from an
elected civilian government will end on Jan. 31. The expiry of emergency rule prompts the
guestion of whether the military regime will hand power back to acting president U Myint Swe.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing will no doubt make moves to maintain the military’s grip on power
ahead of its plan for a so-called election in August. According to sources in Naypyitaw, the
regime is likely to form a “transition council” in which U Myint Swe will play a role.

The council will be formed this month amid a reshuffle of the regime’s current administrative
body, the State Administration Council (SAC), the sources add. The junta chief will lead the
council while the military continues to rule the country.

Under the 2008 Constitution, the National Defense and Security Council can declare a state of
emergency for one year and renew the order twice for six months each time.

Min Aung Hlaing cited the 2008 Constitution in explaining his coup and is thus responsible for
telling the country what will come after emergency rule. There is little doubt he will follow
previous military rulers by changing the regime’s name while ensuring the same people in
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uniform remain in power. The same old tune played by previous regimes is set to be reprised by
Min Aung Hlaing.

Meanwhile, the SAC has been preparing for a so-called election planned for August. The regime
has replaced ward and village administrators at the grassroots level with members of the
military’s proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP). It is now compiling lists of
voters and contacting former election commission members. The USDP has also been
reorganized, with generals taking senior positions.

Signs point to the junta rigging the proposed election just as it did in 2010. There is no hope of a
free and fair vote under a military regime that has launched a brutal crackdown on the popular
uprising against its illegal power seizure. The chairman of the current junta-appointed Union
Election Commission (UEC) is also notorious for rigging the 2010 poll with so-called “early
voting”. The international outcry that followed was led by then-US President Barack Obama,
who condemned the junta for stealing the election.

The UEC has no constitutional mandate to cancel the result of a general election, but the junta-
appointed electoral body went ahead and scrapped the 2020 vote after the National League for
Democracy won by a landslide. Under the 2008 Constitution and election law, the UEC can
handle individual complaints but is not authorized to void the result of an entire election.

The military had already violated the 2008 Constitution by seizing power in February 2021. It
also broke its promise of reform and nation-building made before the 2010 election.

These days, Myanmar’s voters are well aware that military rule remains military rule no matter
what name it takes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-prepares-for-name-change-as-end-

of-emergency-rule-looms.html

Wirathu, preacher of hate, receives top honour from Myanmar junta chief

The controversial Buddhist monk, who was pardoned by the regime more than a year ago, has
since kept a relatively low profile

Myanmar Now | Published on Jan 3, 2023

3088:3090

Regime chief Min Aung Hlaing presents the Thiri Pyanchi title to U
Wirathu at a ceremony held in Naypyitaw on January 2 (State
media)
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Min Aung Hlaing, the leader of Myanmar’s coup regime, bestowed
one of the country’s highest honours on the controversial
ultranationalist monk U Wirathu at a ceremony on Monday.
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The monk, who in 2013 was dubbed “the Face of Buddhist Terror” by Time magazine for his
hate campaigns against Muslims, was one of 168 people to receive the title of Thiri Pyanchi at
the ceremony held in Naypyitaw, according to state media reports.

The title, which was created after Myanmar achieved independence from British rule in 1948, is
granted to distinguished individuals every year ahead of Independence Day on January 4.

It has traditionally been given by the head of state to members of the military, civil servants,
artists and others deemed to have made important contributions to the country and the public.

A number of other junta allies also received the title on Monday,
including lower house speaker T Khun Myat, who remained in the
position despite the February 2021 coup; Kachin State chief
minister Khet Htain Nan, who was appointed by the regime to
replace his ousted and now detained brother Khet Aung; Kyaw
Than, the commander-in-chief of the Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army, and Saw Chit Thu, executive advisor to the group’s border
guard forces; and religious figures who have declined to speak out
against the overthrow of Myanmar’s elected government,
including Anglican archbishop Stephen Than Myint Oo and Swami
Vivekananda Giriji Maharaj of the Sri Shiva Hindu temple in
Yangon.

Past recipients have included more widely admired figures, such as U Thant, the former general
secretary of the United Nations; poet Min Thuwun, who was also the father of former president
Htin Kyaw; and colonels Kyi Maung and U Lwin, who were among the co-founders of the
National League for Democracy (NLD). In 2010, the title was also granted to two of Myanmar’s
biggest tycoons, Tay Za and Zaw Zaw.

Ten years before his face appeared on the cover of Time magazine, Wirathu had been
sentenced to 25 years in prison for inciting a deadly anti-Muslim riot in Kyaukse, Mandalay
Region. Released in 2012, he soon returned to his inflammatory ways as a founding member of
the Patriotic Association of Myanmar, better known by its Burmese acronym Ma Ba Tha.

In 2019, he was charged with sedition for a speech he made attacking State Counsellor Aung
San Suu Kyi. After a year in hiding, he turned himself in just before the November 2020 election,
which Suu Kyi’s NLD won in a landslide. He was pardoned by the regime in September of last
year, and has since kept a relatively low profile, having been barred by the junta from speaking
to the media.

Despite this, he has maintained a presence on social media, where a number of his live-stream
videos have found a wide audience.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/wirathu-preacher-of-hate-receives-top-honour-from-
myanmar-junta-chief
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Myanmar Junta Chief Honors His Predecessors
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 January 2023

Myanmar’s junta chief Min Aung Hlaing handed out decorations to honor his predecessors and
ultranationalist Buddhist monk U Wirathu on New Year’s Day.

He honored the first post-independence dictator General Ne Win and his successors General
Sein Lwin and Senior General Saw Maung last year and Daw Khin Sandar Win, Ne Win’s
daughter, accepted the decorations for her father on Sunday.

» Doy Brigadier General Sein Lwin. His daughter Dr. Cho Lwin Oo
accepts an honor. / Cincds

Ne Win seized power in the March 2, 1962, coup and oversaw
the country’s descent into the list of least-developed
countries.

The children of Sein Lwin and Saw Maung also accepted
decorations on the behalf of their fathers. Ne Win loyalist Sein Lwin was responsible for brutal
crackdowns on student protesters and was dubbed the butcher of Rangoon during the pro-
democracy uprising in 1988.

Saw Maung was also responsible for the brutal crackdown on the uprising as the military chief.
He also ensured a fresh military takeover at the instruction of Ne Win to perpetuate military
rule.

JoJp 938 Senior General Saw Maung. His son U Thiha Saw accepts an
honor. / Cincds

Min Aung Hlaing has handed honorary titles and medals to
around 3,700 people over the past year.

Marking the 75th anniversary of Independence Day on
Wednesday, Min Aung Hlaing credited Daw Aung San Suu
Kyiv's father General Aung San with gaining independence from the UK.

But he seized power from the elected 77-year-old leader, who has been given 33 years in prison
on 19 charges.

A junta court sentenced Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to a further seven years in prison on December
30.

Among those receiving awards in Naypyitaw were the children of Ne Win loyalist, San Yu,
president of Ne Win’s Burma Socialist Program Party, and former prime minister U Nu.
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Also honored were U Kyaw Nyin and U Ba Swe, colleagues of Gen. Aung San, and post-
independence political leaders.

The junta’s newspapers on New Year’s Day showed Min Aung Hlaing and his wife greeting Ne
Win’s daughter Daw Khin Sandar Win and his grandson Kyaw Ne Win.

Daw Khin Sandar Win attended Armed Forces Day last year and Kyaw Ne Win’s Omni Focus Co
Ltd is involved in junta plans to bring electric buses to Myanmar.

Daw Yin Yin Oo, an adviser to Min Aung Hlaing’s advisory body, received decorations on behalf
of her father, Dr. Maung Maung, another Ne Win loyalist.

v Rasanpy Dr Maung Maung. His daughter Daw Yin Yin Oo, an advisor to
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, accepts an honor. / Cincds

On Tuesday Min Aung Hlaing handed over the Thiri Pyanchi
title to ultranationalist monk U Wirathu, who was dubbed the
Buddhist Bin Laden in the early 2010s for his racial and
religious hate speech. U Wirathu’s title honors his
cooperation with the regime’s “peace, development and prosperity” program.

Ultranationalist monk U Wirathu accepts an honor from Min
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Last year, Min Aung Hlaing handed out 1,290 titles and
medals on Independence Day, 877 on Armed Forces Day on
March 27, 146 for Myanmar’s New Year on April 1 and
thousands more in November and December, totaling nearly
3,700.

The golden medals cost more than 7 billion kyats (around USS$33.3 million) of public funds.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-honors-his-predecessors.html
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