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Myanmar regime hands LGBT activist another 22 years behind bars

Sue Sha Shinn Thant was already serving three years for incitement before terrorism charges
were added to her sentence

Myat Thwel | Published on Dec 14, 2022

Members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
qgueer (LGBTQ) community wave pride flags as they take
part in a protest against the military coup in Yangon on
February 8, 2021 (Myanmar Now)

A Mandalay-based LGBT activist who was arrested in
October of last year was sentenced to an additional 22
years in prison on Monday, according to a source close to

her family.

A special court inside Mandalay’s Obo Prison handed down the sentence after finding Sue Sha
Shinn Thant, 27, guilty of two charges under Myanmar’s Counter-Terrorism Law for allegedly
financing terrorist activities, the source said.

“They combined the charges before handing down the sentence. We don’t know the details
yet, but she was already given a three-year sentence [for incitement] earlier this year, so her
total prison sentence is now 25 years,” said the source, who did not want to be named.

Sue Sha Shinn Thant was arrested more than a year ago near the Myintge toll gate, at the
southern entrance to Mandalay, after junta soldiers crashed their vehicle into her motorcycle.
She and a fellow activist, Than Toe Aung, who was riding the motorbike with her, were both
taken into custody at the same time.

Sue Sha Shin Thant was sentenced to an additional 22 years in prison by
a special court on December 12 (Facebook)

According to the source, the pair were chased after arguing

with soldiers who checked their phones. Than Toe Aung suffered
unspecified injuries to the lower part of his body, but Sue Sha Shinn
Thant was not badly injured, the source said.

Than Toe Aung was sentenced to a total of 15 years on incitement and terrorism charges, but
Sue Sha Shinn Thant received a heavier sentence for her alleged role in financing anti-regime
activities, according to the source.

“She was actually innocent of all these charges. She had to help with money transactions for
charity purposes, since she worked for an NGO. | think she was accused and prosecuted for
that,” the source said.
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Another source close to the victim said she was sexually assaulted and tortured during
interrogation.

“They touched her breasts and burned her with cigarette butts. She’s a trans woman and well-
endowed. She asked for a bra to wear in prison, but the guards would not accept care packages
with bras,” the source said.

Aung Myo Min, the human rights minister for the shadow National Unity Government (NUG),
called Sue Sha Shinn Thant “a symbol of embodiment for the LGBT community” and denounced
her arrest and sentencing.

“The soldiers did not comply with lawful arrest procedures and arrested her by crashing into
her motorbike. She was also sexually assaulted during interrogation. It is a great loss for her to
be given a 22-year prison sentence after all these abuses,” he told Myanmar Now on Tuesday.

He added that imprisoned LGBT people are often targeted by both junta authorities and
convicts due to “a deep-seated hatred” towards the community.

“But we will bring justice to Sue Sha Shinn Thant and others who were unjustly arrested,
tortured, and imprisoned,” he said.

Sue Sha Shinn Thant is well-known for her charity work in Mandalay and as an advocate of
human rights, including LGBT and children rights. She has worked for a number of NGOs and
was the chair of the Mandalay regional youth association under the ousted National League for
Democracy government.

She was studying in Thailand when the military seized power in a coup in February 2021. She
was arrested soon after her return to Myanmar late last year.

“Words can’t even describe how | feel about this sentence. But the silver lining is that she is still
alive. | just hope that she will be freed as soon as possible,” said a friend from the LGBT
community.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-regime-hands-lgbt-activist-another-22-years-
behind-bars

78-year-old former political prisoner receives 17-year sentence

Shwe Htoo, a leader of the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, was previously imprisoned under
the Than Shwe regime

Myat Thwel | Published on Dec 14, 2022

The military council sentenced an activist leader of the 1988 pro-democracy protests, now
nearing 80 years of age, to 17 years in Mandalay’s Obo Prison on Monday.
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Shwe Htoo seen in his prison uniform during the Than Shwe
regime (Facebook)

Shwe Htoo, 78, had already spent nearly two decades of his life
in prison under a previous dictatorship for his role in the
protests of 1988. He was arrested on April 29 at a plantation site
in Sakhan Ward near his home in Pyin Oo Lwin, Mandalay
Region, along with two friends: Sein Lin, 57, and Banyar, who is in his 40s.

pemosanay

The detainees were then held and interrogated at Obo Prison. Shwe Htoo’s friends were
convicted on two counts of terrorism each, and all three received 17-year sentences eight
months after their arrest.

It is believed that Shwe Htoo was also convicted of terrorism but Myanmar Now has yet to
confirm the charges.

“The sentence was handed down by the Pyin Oo Lwin District Court through video conferencing
at the Obo Prison Court,” said a source close to Shwe Htoo’s family, who preferred to remain
anonymous.

“The military accused him of being a terrorist,” the source added. “But my interpretation is that
they imprisoned him simply because he was a politician.”

According to the same source, Shwe Htoo’s state of health is unknown as his family is not
allowed to visit him in prison.

“The last time we heard from him was when he first arrived in Obo Prison and he asked us to
send him food and clothing,” the source added.

Shwe Htoo was a retired teacher when he became involved in the Mandalay Strike Committee
during the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, for which he spent three years in prison. In 1998, he
was imprisoned again under the Than Shwe dictatorship.

After his release in 2012 during a period of nascent democratic reform, he remained politically
engaged. When Ko Ko Gyi—another activist leader of the 1988 pro-democracy movement—
assumed chairmanship of the newly founded People’s Party in 2018, Shwe Htoo was appointed
party patron for Mandalay Region.

However, according to sources close to him, Shwe Htoo resigned from the party after the
February 2021 military coup.

“He’s very old now and he’s a man of respectable reputation, so the military council should
really try to minimize his punishment,” said a Mandalay-based politician who requested
anonymity. “I always have and always will respect him for his efforts to support democracy and
human rights.”

Page 4 of 62


https://myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/shwe_htoo_photo_0_0.jpeg

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/78-year-old-former-political-prisoner-receives-17-year-

sentence

Myanmar Junta Chief Visits Kachin Amid High Military Tensions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 December 2022

Min Aung Hlaing during his Kachin State visit on
Tuesday. / Cincds

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing visited the Kachin State
capital Myitkyina on Tuesday amid high tensions with
the Kachin Independence Army (KIA).

Accompanying Min Aung Hlaing was Air Force chief
General Tun Aung, who was responsible for an
October air attack on a concert marking the founding of the Kachin Independence Organization,
the political wing of the KIA. At least 60 people were killed in the attack.

The regime said the Hpakant airstrike was in response to the KIA training and arming resistance
groups in Sagaing Region. The KIA said it would turn the sorrow into strength to continue the
revolution.

Tuesday'’s visit was Min Aung Hlaing’s second to Kachin since the 2021 coup after one in
September last year.

Min Aung Hlaing meets addresses military officers in Kachin State on Tuesday. / Cincds

Min Aung Hlaing called for collaboration to create stability and unity among his personnel,
according to the junta media. He reportedly gave details about how soldiers’ weapons were
being improved.

Continuous clashes have been reported this month. Regime forces suffered heavy casualties in
Hpakant last week and it abducted 21 civilians as potential human shields.

Min Aung Hlaing’s visit was seen as an attempt to boost junta morale.

Page 5 of 62


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/78-year-old-former-political-prisoner-receives-17-year-sentence
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/78-year-old-former-political-prisoner-receives-17-year-sentence

Kachin communities are condemning the regime for detaining Kachin Baptist leader Dr. Hkalam
Samson last week. The former Kachin Baptist Convention president was seized while
attempting to fly to Bangkok for medical treatment.

The regime claims the KIA is providing military and financial help to resistance forces in Kachin
and neighboring Sagaing Region. The armed group has rejected junta invitations to peace talks.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-visits-kachin-amid-high-
military-tensions.html

Kawthoolei Army leader calls for ethnic groups to fight against common enemy

By Thanlwintimes - December 14, 2022

Kawthoolei, December (14) The Commander-in-
Chief of the Kawthoolei Army (KTLA), Saw Nerdah
Mya, urged the Karen people to fight common
enemies together with other ethnic groups who
share the same goals in order to gain
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independence as soon as possible.

Saw Nerdah Mya, Commander-in-Chief of the
Kawthoolei Army, made this comment in his
speech for the Karen New Year, which will fall on
December 22.

Efforts have been made since ancient times to
recognize the many different Karen ethnic groups
as a single ethnic group, but it has yet to be
implemented, according to Saw Nerdah Mya.
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Saw Nerdah Mya added that they must unite and
work together to make the Karen people free
because the Karen people are suffering from
oppression, killing, and unjust torture in all kinds of ways.

The Kawthoolei Army (KTLA) participated in the Kawkayeik battle in Karen State, attack on
Taungkalay police station in Kyaikmaraw, and Walley battle, together with the allied resistance
forces.

The Kawthoolei Army (KTLA) is led by the former Chief of Staff of the Karen National Defense
Organization (KNDO), Saw Nerdah Mya.
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fight-against-common-enemy/

Junta reopens roads but keeps aid pathways closed following temporary ceasefire in Rakhine
State

In the weeks since the informal agreement was announced, international organisations say
the transport of humanitarian assistance into western Myanmar remains a ‘challenge’

Thein San | Published on Dec 14, 2022

A woman walks past the Narzi Quarter of Sittwe, Rakhine
State, on November 4, 2017 (Lauren DeCicca / Getty
Images)

Despite the temporary ceasefire agreed to between the
junta and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State last
month, international humanitarian organisations say that
the military has continued to restrict aid access to the

region.

While the military council has since reopened some previously blocked roads and waterways,
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) Myanmar said in a Monday statement that reaching
populations in need in Rakhine State continued to be difficult. The aid organisation attributed
this to “the resumption and escalation of fighting” as well as “a restriction on the movement of
people and goods, such as medications.”

“While news of a ceasefire is welcome, the impact of the conflict and ongoing difficulties with
the movement of people and goods remain a great challenge for the civilian population,” their
statement said.

MSF Myanmar reported conducting nearly 11,000 medical consultations and interventions
across the state in June, but noted that this number had dropped to just over 3,800 by late
October, citing an ongoing lack of access.

This pattern could have “fatal outcomes” for patients, the organisation said.

After clashes reignited between the AA and the military in September, the junta blocked the
transport of emergency aid by international institutions—including the UN—to six townships in
northern Rakhine: Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Minbya, Mrauk-U, Myebon and Rathedaung.

Aid access was later also restricted for the townships of Pauktaw and Kyauktaw, the UN’s Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) announced in a statement on November
23.
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On December 7, UN OCHA expressed optimism that the informal ceasefire between the AA and
Myanmar army—declared on November 25—would allow for aid pathways to reopen to reach
the nearly 100,000 persons internally displaced in the region by both recent fighting and
previous military campaigns.

“[HJumanitarians hope that the ceasefire may allow for the resumption of civilian movement
and delivery of life-saving assistance that had been heavily restricted in many townships since
September,” the agency said in a statement.

According to representatives of multiple internally displaced persons (IDP) camps, the military’s
administrative mechanism has not provided residents with rice rations in nearly eight months.

“The displaced people survived on supplies from the World Food Programme because the
department of social welfare never distributes rice on time,” a man from Kyauktaw Township’s
Wah Taung IDP camp said. “No organisation has come here for a long time since the fighting
started again [in September]. We do odd jobs and sell our belongings in order to make ends
meet.”

Arakan Army spokesperson Khaing Thukha said in a November 28 press conference about the
ceasefire that IDPs in Rakhine State were in urgent need of food, medicine, clothing, and basic
humanitarian services.

If the military’s blockade were to be continued, he recommended that donations to address IDP
needs be made through the Rakhine People’s Government, operated by the AA’s political wing,
the United League of Arakan.

Since the temporary ceasefire was agreed upon, the AA announced that its members have been
assisting displaced farmers by harvesting their paddy fields.

Meanwhile, the military has reportedly been replenishing rations and ammunition for its troops
by air, water and ground routes, locals said.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-reopens-roads-but-keeps-aid-pathways-closed-
following-temporary-ceasefire-in-rakhine

Junta Attacking TNLA With Five Battalions In Namhsan
By SHAN | December 14, 2022

The regime has continued sending fresh troops to attack the Ta’ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) during an escalation of fighting that has already displaced over 1,000 civilians in
Namhsan Township located in northern Shan State.

“I think about 400 regime soldiers are attacking us in Namhsan,” a front line TNLA soldier told
SHAN on condition of anonymity. He said there’s five regime battalions: IB 276, IB 223 and LIB
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348 from Mongmit and two from Lashio, as well as a Commando unit dispatched from
Mandalay. The regime has deployed jet fighters, air ships and fired artillery at the Ta’ang armed
group’s village camp.

Damaged temple at Koong Sar village.

- | “We can still hear the explosions of shells around Koong Sar (Kon
Tha) this morning. | think 7 or 8 shells landed near the village
yesterday, but | don’t know if there were civilian casualties,” said
the TNLA soldier. At least five houses have been destroyed by
shells since the conflict began last week.

Residents of Koong Sar and surrounding villages have sought shelter at the Zayang Gyi Buddhist
monastery in Namhsan town, where they lack food, warm clothing and blankets to protect
themselves from the freezing temperatures at night.

According to observers, the regime has used an informal ceasefire negotiated with the TNLA’s
ally the Arakan Army in Rakhine State at the end of November to launch attacks in Namhsan.

SHAN was unable to reach TNLA spokesperson Brigadier General Tar Bone Kyaw for comment
despite repeated calls.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25649

Scores of Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Week of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 December 2022

At least 79 Myanmar junta forces including a regime-appointed administrator were killed in the
past seven days as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and an ethnic armed organization
(EAO) escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

The junta suffered heavy losses during a fierce, week-long battle with an ethnic rebel group in
northern Shan State.

Incidents were reported in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magwe, Bago and Tanintharyi regions and Chin
and Shan states.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks from the EAO and
PDF groups.

Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Nearly 50 junta soldiers killed in week-long clash in Shan
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| odies of killed regime forces are seen along with weapons seized by
the TNLA during recent fighting in Nansang Township. / Shan News

At least 47 regime soldiers were killed and 24 captured during seven
days of intense firefights with the Ta’ang National Liberation Army
(TNLA) in Nansang Township, northern Shan State, according to local
media reports.

The heavy clashes started on Dec. 7 when five regime helicopters
dropped regime troops in an area controlled by the TNLA near two
villages. The intense fighting continued until Tuesday.

During the clashes, the junta used helicopter gunships and fighter jets to attack the ethnic rebel
forces and to bomb two villages, the TNLA said. Two villages were destroyed by the junta’s
aerial bombardments.

There were also casualties on the TNLA side, an official of the ethnic resistance group told the
media.

Eight junta soldiers killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Local resistance group Brother Defense Forces claimed it and three PDF groups killed eight
regime forces and injured 12 others when they jointly used clusters of land mines to ambush a
military convoy of five vehicles on the Monywa-Pathein Highway in Sagaing Region on Monday.

The convoy, which departed from a military base in Monywa, was ambushed with land mines at
four locations on the highway, the PDF group said.

PDF fighter killed in clash in Sagaing
The entrance to the town of Ye-U in Sagaing Region / CJ

A resistance fighter was killed in Ye-U Township, Sagaing
Region on Tuesday when local PDF group People’s Defense
Comrade attacked a military detachment attempting to raid
Ywar Maik Thar Village, said the PDF group.

There were also military casualties, the PDF group said.

Five regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing
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The remains of a house torched by regime forces in Moke Si
Village in Ye U Township. / Tiger-Ye-U LPDF

Local resistance group Tiger Ye-U Local PDF group claimed
to have killed five regime forces on Monday when it used
landmines to ambush regime forces departing from Moke Si
Village in Ye U Township, Sagaing Region.

Before the ambush, the regime forces occupied the village
for two days and burned 122 houses. Regime forces also killed and burned Moke Si villager Ko
Phoe Kite, who was suffering from a mental iliness, the PDF group said.

Four regime forces killed in PDF attacks in Sagaing

At least four regime soldiers were killed in Kale Township, Sagaing Region on Monday when
combined PDF groups used land mines and firearms to ambush 70 soldiers stationed at Kyaung
Tike Village in the northern part of the township, said PDF-Kalay, which coordinated the attack.

They ambushed the military detachment while it was heading to Nan Chaung Village. After the
ambush, regime forces burned down 19 houses in Nan Chaung Village and arrested some
villagers to use as human shields. Two PDF fighters also suffered injuries in the mine blasts.

On Tuesday, the PDF group continued to bomb regime forces in the village using drones. More
regime forces are believed to have been killed and injured in the drone strikes. After being
bombed, the regime forces burned down three more houses in the village, PDF-Kalay said.

Pro-regime village bombed by PDF groups in Sagaing

PDF group Demo Poukkwe said it and another PDF group jointly used more than a hundred 60-
mm improvised mortar rounds to bomb pro-regime Kywel Pon Village in Sagaing Township,
Sagaing Region on Monday.

Many militia members were killed or injured, the PDF group said.
Five regime forces killed in clash with PDFs in Magwe

M The funeral of two PDF fighters killed in a recent clash with
B junta forces in Saw Township. / Laung She Regional-PDF

A least five regime forces were killed and 13 others injured
in Laungshe in Saw Township, Magwe Region on Saturday
when five PDF groups jointly attacked a military detachment
of 70 troops from a military weapons factory, said Laung She
Regional PDF, which was involved in the attack.

The regime forces were ambushed from close range by the PDF groups using land mines, heavy
explosives and firearms while they were raiding the villages.
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In the clash, two PDF fighters were also killed, the PDF group said.

After being ambushed, the regime forces torched two houses in nearby Kan Lal Village and used
some resident detainees as human shields in their retreat.

Three regime forces killed in shootout with PDFs in Magwe

Three regime forces were killed and three resistance fighters were injured in Pauk Township,
Magwe Region on Tuesday evening when a shootout broke out between regime sentries and
the PDF group Southern Pauk Guerrilla Force, the PDF group said.

In the clash, the PDF group also lost a G-3 rifle, a vehicle and a mobile phone.
Pro-regime militia group bombed in Magwe

At least four pro-regime Pyu Saw Htwe militia members were seriously injured in Pauk
Township, Magwe Region on Monday when local PDF group Anonymous Special Task Force-
Pauk used improvised rockets, mortar shells and drones to attack the militia group in Kokko Su
Village, the PDF group said.

Military detachment ambushed in Magwe

A military detachment including pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members was ambushed by
several PDF groups in Yesagyo Township, Magwe Region on Sunday, said Urban Underground
Revolution Force-Yesagyo, which was involved in the ambush.

Regime forces, who were taking civilian detainees along with them, were ambushed by four
PDF groups from Yesagyo, Pakokku and Myingyan townships near a village.

All regime forces fled from the area when four more PDF groups approached to attack them.
Military casualties were unknown.
Regime sentries ambushed in Chin

Resistance fighters of Chin Defense Force-Mindat in Chin
State / CDF-Mindat

Three regime troops were killed and two others injured in
Mindat Township, Chin State on Tuesday afternoon when
resistance fighters of Chin Defense Force-Mindat attacked
a patrol of 20 regime forces from close range on a road,
the ethnic defense group said.

After the ambush, regle forces attacked villages with heavy explosives, the resistance group
said.

Military convoy hit by mines in Mandalay
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Bo Kaung Kin revolutionary alliance group said it and two PDF groups used land mines to
ambush seven military vehicles in Madaya Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday.

Military casualties were unknown.
A video shot by the PDF shows land mines exploding near a moving military vehicle.
Junta-appointed ward administrator killed in Mandalay

Underground resistance group Special Task Force-Mandalay claimed it assassinated U Sein Win,
a regime-appointed administrator for Yadanar Bumi Ward in Mahar Aungmyay Township,
Mandalay Region, on Tuesday evening.

A video shot by the PDF shows the victim being shot dead by gunmen while he stands in a food
shop.

Military checkpoint attacked in Bago

-"°?°'°“°°&'4"°"W3@9§@°3mw;59mmo@¢ Location of a PDF attack on a junta checkpoint in Kyaukkyi
" : ¥ Township / Bago PDF-Yoma

Four regime forces and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members were seriously injured in Kyaukkyi Township, Bago
Region on Tuesday when Bago PDF-Yoma forces raided a
military checkpoint at a bridge over the Salween River, the
PDF group said.

- After being attacked, regime forces blocked the bridge, the
resistance group said.

Military checkpoint attacked in Tanintharyi

Three regime forces were killed and five injured in Dawei Township, Tanintharyi Region on
Sunday when four PDF groups used six 40-mm explosives to attack a military checkpoint in
Maung Mal Shaung Village, said Dawei Guerrilla Revolutionary Force, which was involved in the
attack.

The PDF group said they had to abandon their original mission to occupy the junta checkpoint
after information about their operation leaked. Therefore, they attacked the checkpoint with
grenade launchers instead of raiding it.

After being attacked, regime forces randomly attacked nearby areas with both heavy explosives
and firearms. However, there were no PDF casualties, the resistance group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/scores-of-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-week-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Myanmar Junta Snubs Pro-Regime Armed Groups’ Call for Peace Talks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 14 December 2022

Seven ethnic armed organizations, which are signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA), have failed to arrange an informal meeting with Myanmar’s regime.

The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS), New Mon State Party, Karen National
Union/Karen National Liberation Army Peace Council (KPC), Arakan Liberation Party,
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army, Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO) and Lahu
Democratic Union on December 7 proposed a meeting with Lieutenant General Yar Pyae,
chairman of the regime’s National Solidarity and Peace Negotiation Committee.

The committee replied that a meeting was impossible at the moment, Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt
of the KPC told The Irrawaddy.

“We were told the next day that the committee could not meet due to challenges and crises
across the country in the unusual landscape. No meeting will not take place for now,” he said.

A letter from the seven groups to the regime seen by The Irrawaddy said they wanted to reach
common agreements to build a permanent peace.

They proposed an informal, low-key meeting in Chiang Mai on Monday with a few
representatives from each side, followed by a round of informal meetings in Taunggyi, Shan
State, or Mawlamyine, Mon State, this week.

PNLO patron Khun Okkar said they asked for a meeting to ease the crisis in Myanmar.

“We need to discuss how to overcome the crisis to stop daily casualties and damage in the
interests of the country,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Karen National Union (KNU), which is a signatory to the NCA but fighting the
regime, said it has no plans to hold talks.

KNU external relations head Padoh Saw Taw Nee said: “Myanmar’s military has become illegal
since the coup. We will also be illegitimate if we attend talks. We will be the same as them if we
attend. We will never do it.”

The KNU is fighting the regime in Karen and Mon states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions.
One observer said six of the seven groups are powerless and calling for talks to survive.

“Apart from the RCSS, they are toothless. They are just trying to survive. A meeting is just self-
interest,” the analyst.

The regime released prisoners and pretends to hold peace talks just to give ASEAN and the rest
of the international community the impression it wants peace, he added.
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“The junta claims that groups want peace and will hold talks while only terrorists won’t,” he
said.

The regime has labeled the civilian National Unity Government and its allied resistance groups
as terrorist organizations.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing held two rounds of talks with NCA signatories that are not fighting
military rule.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-snubs-pro-regime-armed-groups-
call-for-peace-talks.html

Myanmar Crisis Leads to Humanitarian Peril on Thailand’s Western Border
By KAVI CHONGKITTAVORN | 14 December 2022

While Thailand’s political machinery and personnel are now gearing up for the upcoming
election, there is a humanitarian crisis in waiting on the western border. Politicians have so far
turned a blind eye.

Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak and the coup in Myanmar in February 2021, the un-demarcated
2,401-km common border had been manageable and relatively calm. However, in the coming
months, the frontier could become the country’s biggest time bomb. All it needs is a small
spark, which is unfortunately outside of Bangkok’s control.

A recent assessment by the Thai security agencies of the country’s border situation with Laos,
Cambodia, Malaysia and Myanmar concluded that the Thai-Myanmar side is the most
vulnerable. Other border areas do not face the immediate disruption of the border
administration’s capacity as there is no possible influx of asylum seekers in the near term which
could cause a dramatic humanitarian crisis.

For instance, the border with Cambodia used to be the country’s No. 1 concern due to illegal
migrant workers when bilateral ties were at a low ebb. Now thanks to Cambodia’s stability and
its excellent relationship with Thailand, the government-to-government deal on migrant
workers has proved useful. Before the outbreak, nearly 50,000 Cambodians were working in
the country legally.

However, in the case of the Thai-Myanmar border, although there is a similar arrangement for
migrant workers, it does not work very well. The sheer number of people wanting to cross the
border is 20-fold that on the Cambodian side, in particular over the past 23 months. Two
interrelated issues can be discerned here: the ever-increasing number of illegal border
crossings through natural channels with a myriad of well-connected human smuggling rings,
and insufficient preparedness on the Thai side to handle the sudden massive influx of villagers
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across the border in the coming dry season. Currently, only six border checkpoints are in
operation.

More than the Thai authorities would like to admit, the constant influx of new arrivals has
already caused a strain on the provincial health system, which still has to fight the COVID-19
pandemic as well as other contagious diseases such as malaria. At the moment, at least
250,000-300,000 Myanmar people from all parts of the country are congregating along the
Thai-Myanmar border, which is mostly under the control of ethnic armed groups.

For the time being, most of them are eking out a meager living, waiting for their turn and
fortune to cross the border for jobs and life security. For the well-to-do, they can easily find
places in cities of their choice across the border.

With the new ASEAN chairman, Indonesia, taking over next month, anxiety and uncertainty are
increasing among Myanmar people residing along the border. Given the long-standing history
of Indonesia’s tough stance on Myanmar, there could be shifts in ASEAN’s strategies towards
the military junta, officially known as the State Administration Council. If there are further
push-backs by the junta against the border areas, these groups of people will likely panic and
attempt to cross the border no matter what the risk is.

As a temporary measure over the years, the Thai government has thrice extended the period
for Myanmar migrant workers to obtain legal work permits. But due to heavy bureaucratic
procedures and extensive local corruption, a large number of potential migrant workers have
still been unable to be properly processed and get their permits. Thailand still urgently needs at
least 600,000 workers to ramp up its economy in the post-pandemic era.

Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha must rectify this problem without delay. It has to be said
that Interior Minister General Anupong Paojinda must be held responsible for his team’s slow
actions in implementing the 20-year National Strategic Plan related to good governance
principles and cooperation with civil society organizations to ensure peace and stability in
neighboring countries.

Given the current circumstances on the western frontier, Thailand needs to overhaul its
national security approach. Due to past enmity between Thailand and Myanmar, hard security
has been the only approach even though the context and scope of the present security
ecosystem have already changed.

Thailand’s biggest threat today comes from the lack of human security among the Myanmar
people living across the border. For decades since independence, Myanmar’s governments
have been fighting ethnic armed organizations (EAOs). In the past, Thailand backed the EAOs to
shield the country from the hostile Tatmadaw (Myanmar’s military). However, this security
template has now changed completely. Ties with Myanmar have been normalized gradually
since 2011 with both civilian and military governments. Thailand and Myanmar now have stable
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relations and functional cooperation. Relations with the EAOs are cordial as Thailand maintains
good ties with them, especially those bordering Thailand.

Although efforts have been made to provide humanitarian assistance to needy persons across
the border through the Thai Red Cross Society and provincial grassroots groups, this has been
done sporadically, perhaps given a lack of systematic or long-term strategic thinking. The Prayut
government must now ensure that people across the border receive timely and sufficient
humanitarian and emergency assistance so that they can remain inside Myanmar.

When normalcy resumes, they can return to their homes without difficulty. Thailand must be
firm in pursuing this approach. After all, Thailand has the capacity and a convincing level of
power to ensure that people living across the border can stay safe and healthy. That way,
Thailand and the international community will have one less problem to deal with.

On a positive note, something unique is happening: a sudden boom in SME businesses in the
border areas, especially Mae Sot, Chiang Mai and Mae Hong Son, by Myanmar entrepreneurs.
After the coup, the economic conditions inside Myanmar deteriorated to the point that the
country’s middle class were slowly leaving the country. In the past, they used to stay and try
their luck rather than face any unpredictable risks outside. However, these days Myanmar’s
middle classes see their future risks clearly and they are coming to the border zones with the
hope of crossing to Thailand. Unlike those fleeing the military regime in 1988, those who make
it are better educated, more cosmopolitan, and entrepreneurial.

One of the most visible signs has been the mushrooming of Myanmar-style tea salons catering
to both local Thais and their own people. In Mae Sot alone, more than two dozen tea rooms of
various sizes and decorative styles are doing brisk business. The same holds true for Chiang Mai
and other border areas. Some of the new arrivals are professional people such as doctors and
nurses, technicians, and engineers. They must be allowed to use their skills in whatever form.
Prayut and Anupong must understand this new dynamic and help them.

If the government continues its “business as usual” approach to the current management of
border affairs and immigration procedures, Thailand will soon face the region’s largest human
security dilemma since the Vietnam war. In the late 1970s, when Thailand experienced a
refugee crisis on its eastern front, the government of the day with the full cooperation of an
enthusiastic and unified international community could cope with the humanitarian crisis in a
more effective way. However, today with the Ukraine war continuing, global attention and
resources are zeroed in on Europe’s conflict.

However, the current situation along the western border with Myanmar will become more
volatile as the Myanmar crisis is gaining renewed focus from the new ASEAN chair, Indonesia,
and more enthusiastic Western countries, which are eager to punish the military junta for its
brutality against its own people. In recent days, global headlines have focused on the lives of
seven students who were sentenced to death by the military regime.
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Under these new circumstances, Thailand needs to tighten intra-agency coordination and
cooperation and forge proactive policies against the above headwinds otherwise there will be a
“human security” catastrophe on the western border.

Kavi Chongkittavorn is a veteran journalist on regional affairs.
This article first appeared in The Bangkok Post.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-crisis-leads-to-humanitarian-
peril-on-thailands-western-border.html

‘We are facing a crisis’: New law puts Myanmar NGOs in ‘impossible’ position
DECEMBER 14, 2022 | By FRONTIER

People receive food distributed by a volunteer group in a
conflict-hit area of Kutkai Township, Shan State in June last year.
(MNWM / AFP)

Many groups plan to boycott the regime’s new Organization
Registration Law for political and safety reasons, but also fear
this could leave them unable to respond to Myanmar’s

humanitarian crisis.

For Ko Zin Yaw*, it was always a matter of when, not if, the military regime would begin
systematically cracking down on civil society and non-government organisations.

Zin Yaw has since 2015 been working for a Rakhine State-based civil society organisation
focused on regional development and supporting people displaced by conflict.

Over the past 18 months, he has experienced first-hand the growing restrictions the military
regime has placed on the activities of domestic and international organisations, affecting
everything from withdrawing cash to accessing conflict areas. Nevertheless, he said, they’d still
managed to find workarounds so they could carry out many of their activities.

But then, on October 28, the regime enacted the Organization Registration Law, replacing a
similarly named 2014 statute.

“All CSOs have been worried about [a crackdown],” he told Frontier. “Now it’s really happening
... they are oppressing us openly.”

The two laws couldn’t be more different. The 2014 Associations Registration Law was widely
praised for fostering the growth of Myanmar’s domestic civil society and facilitating
cooperation with the government. Registration was voluntary and there were no prohibitions
or punishments.
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Under the new law, however, running an unregistered organisation can result in a prison term
of up to three years, while members of an unregistered NGO can be fined up to K500,000 and,
if they refuse to pay, jailed for up to two years.

Organisations were also given only 60 days to register with the junta’s Ministry of Home Affairs,
meaning a deadline at the end of this month.

“Freedom of organisation — a fundamental democratic right — has now been banned,” said Daw
Nyo Nyo Thin, a lawyer who has run as an independent candidate in several parliamentary
elections.

The toughest punishments are reserved for officials from organisations that “directly or
indirectly contact or encourage” contact with an opponent of the regime, or are deemed to
have harmed “national unity” or “law and order”. If convicted, they face up to five years in
prison.

“The military enacted this law so that organisations don’t have contact with or provide support
to revolutionary forces, such as the National Unity Government, People’s Defence Forces and
ethnic armed organisations,” Zin Yaw told Frontier.

‘The future is dark’

Zin Yaw said the new law had left NGOs and CSOs in a dilemma. Many organisations registered
when the former law was enacted but their five-year registration certificates have since
expired, meaning they must decide whether to re-register by the deadline.

Most don’t want to register under the new law because they view the regime as illegitimate,
Zin Yaw said. At the same time, though, they are worried about how they can continue
operating without formal registration.

“All civil society organisations are in trouble,” Zin Yaw said. “We are facing a crisis.”

On November 3, the Mandalay CSOs Network it would not comply with the new law
because it had been issued by an “illegal terrorist military” that was perpetrating violence
against the Myanmar people.

National Unity Government Minister for Human Rights U Aung Myo Min said the registration
law was designed to “strictly control” organisations and punish those that fail to comply.

“This is not the law,” he on social media. “It is an arbitrary declaration imposed to arrest
those who are providing humanitarian aid and working for democracy.”

Ma May Phyu*, who works at an international NGO that is providing political training in
Myanmar, said that most local organisations seemed unwilling to register under the new law.

But their reluctance is not only about politics, May Phyu added — they’re also concerned about
the safety and security of their staff, as well as those who benefit from their work.
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Under the former registration law, organisations were required to give only limited information
to the authorities on an ongoing basis — typically, she said, just annual financial statements.

“Now if we register, we have to report everything — from where we operate, to where our
income comes from,” she said. “If we tell the truth, every organisation will have to worry about
being arrested.”

Those that work on politics or human rights, or that provide support to IDPs in conflict zones,
are most at risk, she suggested.

“Now we are going to be under a lot of pressure. The future is dark.”

International NGOs are also required to register under the law, and face many of the same —
and some additional —restrictions.

However, Frontier understands that many of them are likely to register, despite reservations
about engaging the regime, because they believe the risks of not registering are simply too
great.

With organisational bank accounts, offices across the country and foreign staff who require
visas, it is far less feasible for international NGOs — particularly the larger ones — to operate
under the radar.

Karen refugees wade across the Thaung Yin River, which forms
the border with Thailand, to receive aid. (Frontier)

Access to funding

“It's impossible to register, but if you're not registered it’s
impossible to operate ... that’s the dilemma we are facing,” said
Ko Shwe Than Kyaw, a member of the Mrauk-U Youth
Association, which was established in 2015 and has been providing training and support to IDP
camps in Rakhine.

Choosing not to register could have consequences beyond the risk of prosecution by the
regime, he said. Because many donors require partners to be registered, local organisations
could soon face difficulties accessing funding.

“When you apply for a project, you can’t get funding if you don’t have an organisation
registration certificate,” he said.

However, since the military coup in February last year, donors have become increasingly
flexible on the issue of registration. Most local organisations are no longer registered but have
continued to receive funds, usually through intermediaries like international NGOs, or other
workarounds.
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Ma Honey*, who works at an international NGO in Myanmar, said that some organisations have
registered as companies in order to comply with donor rules and circumvent regime
restrictions.

“Some are registered as non-profit organisations through the Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration,” Honey said. “But | expect that it’s going to be very difficult to
register in that way in future.”

The new law though will create additional complications, because it means that donors won’t
just be providing funds to unregistered organisations — they’ll be giving money to groups that
the regime considers illegal.

The head of one international NGO, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said it was “very
important” that donor agencies “don’t just reach for the easiest solution, which is to try and
twist the arm of local CSOs and NGOs to register”.

“Some of them simply can’t register, and others won’t register due to security concerns —
there’s an expectation that registration will enable the authorities to monitor their work. And,
of course, there are also plenty of reasons why entities might not want to register for political
reasons,” they said.

Even if donors agree to fund unregistered organisations, they will also likely need to be flexible
on how the money is moved into the country.

Since the coup it has been difficult for local organisations to withdraw funds from their bank
account, particularly if their registration has lapsed.

“If an organisation tries to withdraw money from their account, the bank will only give it to
them if they can show a registration certificate. So, it’s already very difficult to withdraw
money, and it’s only going to get worse,” May Phyu said.

‘They’re always watching us’

Registration will not only be required to secure and withdraw funding —it’s also likely to be a
necessity when organisations are in the field, members of local organisations told Frontier.

Shwe Than Kyaw said it was difficult for them to avoid the military regime entirely.

“Soldiers and police are already monitoring all social relief organisations and CSOs. This will
make it really hard to operate without registration,” he said.

The challenge is particularly acute for organisations carrying out humanitarian work in conflict
areas. For the most part, they have to remain in close contact with regime police and the
General Administration Department, said Ko Min Naung*, who works for a relief group based in
Yangon. “And they’re always watching us.”
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To operate safely these CSOs also need to coordinate with ethnic armed organisations, and
other groups that the regime deems “terrorist” groups or unlawful associations. But under the
new law, that could see them punished with a prison term of up to five years.

“When we need to carry out relief activities to help residents in conflict areas, we need to
contact both the military and other armed forces in that area,” Zin Yaw said.

“In Rakhine State, for example, most of the villages are now controlled by the Arakan Army. So,
if we want to work in those places, we need to contact them. That’s where the problem is.”

Min Naung said relief organisations were also compelled to help whoever was in need,
including resistance fighters who had been injured.

“Under the new law, that would be considered communicating with terrorists. But if you don’t
help them, it’s a violation of your ethics,” Min Naung said. “We can’t choose which side we're
on. We have to help everyone.”

Uncertain future

As local organisations weigh the benefits and risks of registering, the expanding conflict in the
wake of the coup also means there is a huge need for humanitarian aid.

As of the end of November, more than 1.1 million people had been displaced across the
country since the coup, in addition to 330,000 who had already been forced to flee their homes
prior to the military takeover. In many areas, local aid groups are the only organisations able to
deliver assistance.

But amid this need, there is a great deal of uncertainty about how the law will be
implemented.

In 2006, the then-military regime introduced highly restrictive “guidelines” for humanitarian
aid, not dissimilar to the Organization Registration Law. In practice, however, these were not
implemented consistently, and donors were often able to establish workarounds that meant
aid to Myanmar continued to flow into the country.

“We don’t yet know what [the new law] means in practice,” said an official from a donor
agency. “Will it be consistently implemented across the country? It’s not at all clear. They may
target one or two NGOs initially and after that the law will be kept there as a way of scaring
people.”

The official said that because of this uncertainty, it was important for donors to constantly
monitor the environment and respond appropriately.

“This is just another example of how the context keeps shifting. It’s important to understand
what’s actually happening on the ground and do your best to manage the risk.”
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Neither the United Nations Country Team nor international NGOs operating in the country have
spoken out publicly about the new law, for fear of retribution from the regime.

However, sources said there is a huge amount of concern and they are closely coordinating on
the issue, by assessing the likely impact and how it can potentially be

ameliorated. Frontier understands that rather than pushing for the law to be repealed, the UN
has decided to lobby for a delay in implementation and changes to the text.

The international NGO chief told Frontier that if implemented in full, the law would “destroy
the independence of NGOs to a great degree”, but agreed that it remained uncertain how
widely it would be enforced.

“We don’t know how they’re going to implement it in practice, particularly given the General
Administration Department is basically not functioning in many areas,” they said. “It’s going to
be impossible for most organisations to register by the deadline — they haven’t even released
the bylaws yet.”

Nevertheless, May Phyu said that the law was another example of how the hard-won rights
earned over a decade of political liberalisation had been lost in the wake of the coup.

“For CSOs and NGOs in Myanmar, this is a return to the dark ages,” she said. “If anything, it
looks like it could be even worse than before.”

*indicates the use of a pseudonym for security reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/we-are-facing-a-crisis-new-law-puts-myanmar-ngos-in-
impossible-position/

Rights groups slam Malaysia court decision on Myanmar deportation

By AFP |

Evacuated Rohingya people from Myanmar sit on the
shorelines of Lancok village, in Indonesia's North Aceh
Regency. Photo: AFP

The Kuala Lumpur High Court on Tuesday gave the green light
for 114 Myanmar nationals to be deported from Malaysia,
with rights groups slamming the decision and "strongly"

urging authorities to reconsider.

Malaysia deported some 1,000 Myanmar nationals just weeks after their home country's 2021
military coup, despite strong objections from the United States and rights groups.
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A court later granted a stay of deportation for 114 Myanmar nationals pending a judicial
review. The government filed an application in May to lift the stay.

"This court decision demonstrates how despite international outcry, calls to halt the forcible
return of people from Myanmar continue to be ignored," a joint statement from Amnesty
International and Asylum Access Malaysia said.

"Despite today's lifting of the stay of deportation, we strongly urge the government to
reconsider its plan."

The statement added that Malaysia's new government "should end its dishonest approach of
criticizing the Myanmar military authorities while continuing to quietly subject people to
refoulement”.

It is not known when the 114 people will be sent back to Myanmar, and immigration officials
declined comment.

Malaysia does not formally recognise refugees, treating them as undocumented migrants.

Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military coup last year, with swathes of the southeast
Asian nation engulfed by fighting.

More than 2,300 people have been killed in the military's crackdown on dissent, which rights
groups say includes razing villages, mass extrajudicial killings and air strikes on civilians.

The junta blames anti-coup fighters for the deaths of almost 3,900 civilians.

In October, Human Rights Watch said Malaysia, since April, had returned over 2,000 Myanmar
nationals to the country, including military defectors.

UNHCR, the UN's refugee agency, also said it had received "multiple disturbing reports" of
refoulement -- the forcible return of refugees and asylum seekers -- since April.

https://mizzima.com/article/rights-groups-slam-malaysia-court-decision-myanmar-deportation

INTERVIEW: ‘The Myanmar people are suffering, physically and mentally’
Ambassador Kyaw Moe Tun discusses the UN’s response to his country’s crisis.
By Khin Khin Ei for RFA Burmese | 2022.12.14

Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar’s permanent representative to the United
Nations, displays the three-finger salute of opposition to the military
junta during an interview with RFA in September 2022. RFA

Kyaw Moe Tun, Myanmar’s ambassador to the United Nations, will
continue to serve as his country’s permanent representative to the international body in New
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York for another year, a position he has held since 2020. The United Nations General
Assembly Credentials Committee decided to uphold his status at a meeting on Monday,
though a formal announcement has yet to be made.

Myanmar’s military junta, which seized power from the elected government in a February
2021 coup, opposes the move. Its information team said in a comment on the instant-
messaging software app Viber on Wednesday that Kyaw Moe Tun had been fired from his
position because of his treason against the government. The junta also said he represented
“terrorist groups,” such as Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government, its armed wing
the People’s Defense Force, and the Burmese legislative body in exile.

Kyaw Moe Tun, who does not represent the military regime, has spoken out against the junta
for its attacks on and arrests of anti-regime protesters and ordinary citizens. The Burmese
diplomat spoke with reporter Khin Ei Ei of Radio Free Asia’s Burmese service about his
reappointment and the U.N.’s response to the violence and rights violations in Myanmar. The
interview has been edited for length and clarity.

RFA: If you are appointed to the same position as the permanent representative for
another year, do you see more opportunities for you to work on trying to resolve the crisis
in Myanmar?

Kyaw Moe Tun: | believe that | will be able to continue striving for the good of our people
and our country within the boundary of a permanent representative as usual. | do believe
that | will be able to educate the international community more about the problems and
issues that Myanmar people are facing and do as much as | can for them in any possible way.
Like | said earlier, | am going to work for the good of the people in accordance with the
values in the charter, and | believe that since | am working for the righteous desire of
Myanmar people, | will be able to do more and achieve more for them.

RFA: There has been criticism that the U.N. merely issues statements expressing concern
about the crisis in Myanmar without taking any effective action to help the people there.
Do you see any possibility that the U.N. could give more help and assistance to the citizens
of Myanmar?

Kyaw Moe Tun: The Myanmar people are suffering, physically and mentally. Over 2,500 or
nearly 2,600 innocent civilians have been lawlessly tortured and killed by the military junta,
and a large number of people have been detained and imprisoned. Over 16,000 people have
been arrested. The number of civilians who had to flee their homes for safety has been
constantly rising, up to over 1.4 million so far. About 14 million Myanmar people have been
facing the problem of scarcity of food according to U.N. data. That’s why, we, the Myanmar
people, both local and foreign, the National Unity Government, and other organizations have
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been vocal about everyday challenges such as losing lives, insufficient food and various
problems.

In the same way, on the New York front, we are telling the international community about
the situation in Myanmar in many different ways. However, as the Myanmar people are
saying, the international community, including the United Nations have not taken decisive
action, as we have called for, so far. But in the way of multilateralism, some decisions can be
made within a day, but others take days or longer.

In November, the Third Committee of the U.N. General Assembly submitted a draft
resolution on Myanmar titled “Human Rights Situation of Rohingya Muslims and Other
Minorities in Myanmar.” In that draft resolution, there are expressions that reflect the
current happenings in Myanmar, although it does not cover the entire picture. The
resolution was agreed to among the member countries. Also, the members of the United
Nations Security Council, especially the U.K., have been working on a draft proposal for
Myanmar since August, and it is close to being passed. We hear that the member countries
are discussing the resolution. These are the progress.

If a resolution for Myanmar is passed in the U.N. Security Council, it is going to highlight the
atrocities that the military junta is committing against innocent Myanmar people and put
new pressure on the junta in some ways. That’s why | would like to request that the
members of the Security Council listen carefully to the voice of the Myanmar people, to take
their true aspirations and their troubles into consideration, and make decisions that will
enable decisive and effective actions for their vulnerable situation.

RFA: The U.N.’s office in Yangon has suggested that the U.N. should cooperate with the
military junta to help the people? What do you think of this?

Kyaw Moe Tun: The U.N. agencies in Myanmar are trying in many different ways to carry out
their tasks, especially to provide effective humanitarian help to the people. What we always
point out is that although we support them in giving humanitarian assistance to our people,
the help should get to the actual people who are in desperate need of it. But we do not
support the help that goes to those who are close to the military junta. Humanitarian help
should indiscriminately reach all unfortunate people who are in need of it.

That’s why we have always suggested that the U.N. needs to connect and work with all
parties involved in order to provide humanitarian assistance directly to the people who
actually need it. All parties means all organizations, including the National Unity
Government, ethnic revolutionary organizations, NGOs and social help groups and those on
the front lines of the incidents. We always point out that these groups need to be helped
indifferently and fairly with complete transparency. That’s why we continue to urge the U.N.
agencies in Myanmar to listen to our suggestions and help the people only in the ways we
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have suggested and to reach out to those really in need and provide humanitarian assistance
as soon as possible.

RFA: What can you say about the degree of recognition that the shadow National Unity
Government has achieved from the international community, including the United
Nations, and their relations?

Kyaw Moe Tun: If we look back on the NUG and our revolution, we started building from the
ground up and after 22 months [following the military coup], the role of the NUG, ethnic
revolutionary organizations, and those who are shaping the people’s revolution has become
more and more crucial. This is an undeniable fact. That’s why we can’t look at the United
Nations alone, which can have some delays in its decisions and actions as it is a multilateral
organization that needs to take every member into account.

As Thomas Andrew, the special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar,
said, actions like coordinated and targeted sanctions are necessary because it takes a long
time and effort for the U.N. to reach a common decision. Similarly, member countries have
not yet come to a common decision on the crisis in Myanmar because of different opinions.
It will take a certain length of time. Although some countries have not been publicly
recognized, we have seen many of them connecting and working with the NUG and urging
other members to do the same. That’s why, we can see the progress in the role of the NUG
in the last 20 months and now. With this progress, | would like to request all members to
continue and extend help together for the people of Myanmar.

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.
Edited by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kyaw-moe-tun-12142022175908.html

Countries forging ties with Myanmar junta

By Mizzima |

Yohei Sasakawa, Chairman of The Nippon Foundation speaks at a press
conference announcing the start of the Iroha Nihon-Experience, the
Soul of Japan project, at the Kyoto National Museum in Kyoto city,
Kyoto prefecture Japan. Photo: EPA

Civil society organisation (CSO) Progressive Voice has issued a
statement reminding other countries not to forge ties with the Myanmar junta.

It says that the only way to forge real ties with the Myanmar people and its government, is
through the National Unity Government, ethnic revolutionary organisations and civil society
groups.

Page 27 of 62


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kyaw-moe-tun-12142022175908.html
https://mizzima.com/author/mizzima

Amongst those singled out for criticism are longtime friend of the Myanmar military and
Japanese Special Envoy to Myanmar, Yohei Sasakawa, who has been in the headlines again, as
his outfit, the Nippon Foundation, took credit for brokering the recent ceasefire agreed
between the Arakan Army (AA) and the Myanmar military junta.

The Nippon Foundation was set up by Yohei Sasakawa’s father, Ryoichi, who was deemed a
Class A War Criminal for his exploits during World War Il.

Yohei Sasakawa had close ties with previous dictator, Than Shwe, enjoying hours-long dinner
parties with him.

While lauded for brokering ceasefires and playing a behind-the scenes role among ethnic armed
organizations, his involvement in Myanmar’s affairs has never contributed to meaningful
change. Rather, they have served to appease the Myanmar military and to stymie opposition.

Another Japanese diplomatic effort is revealing about Japan’s priorities — commercial interests.

A former lawmaker for Japan’s ruling, Liberal Democratic Party, Hideo Watanabe, met with the
military’s proxy party —the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) — new Chair, Khin
Yi, as well as one of the junta leaders, Soe Win in the past few weeks. Crucially, Watanabe
heads the Japan-Myanmar Friendship Association, which seeks to exploit business
opportunities in the country, despite the damage the military is doing.

Progressive Voice contrasts these actions with those of the Japanese filmmaker, Toru Kubota,
who was illegally imprisoned for three and a half months on trumped-up charges by the junta
after attending and filming an anti-junta demonstration.

Upon his recent release he urged the Japanese Government to do more, and to “take a strong
proactive approach to human rights violations in Myanmar and also to more proactively
criticize Myanmar for that.”

He also reminded Japan of its close economic ties with Myanmar, and the need “to scrutinize
very strictly whether such funds are being used by the military and are essentially being used to
kill people.”

Kubota has seen and experienced first-hand the terrible violence the junta is inflicting upon the
country, and his rebuttal of Japan’s softly-softly approach is telling, says Progressive Voice.

The Progressive Voice statement also criticises the Chinese.

It says that a series of diplomatic engagements have also occurred with various Chinese
dignitaries. These include the political consul at the Chinese Embassy visiting the USDP-head,
Khin Yi, while the Chinese ambassador to Myanmar met with junta officials, Yar Pyae, and Ko Ko
Hlaing, donating money for Myanmar’s peace process.
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What Myanmar’s peace process does not need is money. It needs the junta to stop committing
war crimes and crimes against humanity against the people of Myanmar. This includes ending
airstrikes which are killing, maiming, and displacing whole communities, such as the airstrikes
that were launched in Karen State or the bombs that were dropped on schools and monasteries
in Sagaing and Magwe Regions, both in the past week.

Incredulously, rather than urging the junta to stop these atrocities, China has sold the Myanmar
military six fighter jets which it will surely use to cause more death and destruction for
Myanmar people.

Progressive Voice also says that China is not the only neighbor that prioritizes profit over the
tragic violence and killings.

It points out that On the heels of the Sasakawa-brokered ceasefire, outlined above, the Indian
consul met with the Junta’s Rakhine Chief Minister to finalise the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project.

This comes after the Indian Foreign Minister visited Naypyidaw earlier in November to meet
with Min Aung Hlaing, urging the revival of this major infrastructure and transport corridor
project. In return India has offered to support Min Aung Hlaing’s planned farce ‘elections "which
the junta does not have the legitimacy to conduct.

Closer ties between India and the junta are not lost on Myanmar’s resistance forces. A people’s
defence force (PDF) attack on a junta convoy from India, allegedly transporting weapons, was
launched on the weekend of 26-27 November.

Another of the junta’s allies is Russia, which is engaged in its own slaughter of civilians in
Ukraine.

The Myanmar military has long been a major buyer of Russian arms and military equipment,
and this has increased since the coup attempt — the two countries seeing eye-to-eye on the
acceptability of committing atrocities and putting a whole country into crisis.

Most recently, these ties have extended to pledging cooperation on the building of nuclear
power plants while a Russian military delegation also met with Min Aung Hlaing at the end of
November, agreeing to more cooperation on ‘anti-terrorism.’

The junta is continuously trying to succeed with its ’illegal and brutal attempt to grab power
through deepening military, commercial, economic, and diplomatic ties with powerful regional
neighbors, according to Progressive Voice. It believes that these countries are backing the
wrong horse.

It says that not only is it morally reprehensible to lend any type of support to the junta, but the
military does not have control of large swathes of the country, is destroying the economy,
losing on the battlefield, and facing increased defections from a demoralized military.

Page 29 of 62



The Myanmar people will not forget who its friends are when the revolution succeeds, and who
supported their fight for a federal democratic future.

According to Progressive Voice this is of course, not limited to states, and perhaps this shows
more than ever who are the allies in this fight. It is not businesses, states, or multilateral
institutions, all of which have been ineffective at taking concrete actions or worse, supporting
the illegal junta, but the people-to-people solidarity, such as that shown by filmmaker Kubota,
that provide the moral, political, and material support for Myanmar’s Spring Revolution.

https://mizzima.com/article/countries-forging-ties-myanmar-junta

EU wants to 'reconnect' with Southeast Asia amid Ukraine war

By AFP |

European flags fly in front of the European Commission
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, 11 December 2022. Photo
EPA

EU leaders meet their counterparts from Southeast Asia for a
summit in Brussels on Wednesday, looking to bolster ties in
the face of the war in Ukraine and challenges from China.

Europe is keen to boost trade with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which
counts some of the world's fastest-growing economies.

"There is a need for Europeans to reconnect with ASEAN, one of the most dynamic areas in the
world," the French presidency said.

The EU has been on a diplomatic push to galvanise a global front against Moscow as its invasion
has sent economic and political shock waves around the world.

But ASEAN's 10 nations have been divided in their response to the Kremlin's war on Ukraine.

Singapore has gone along with Western sanctions on Russia, while Vietham and Laos, which
have close military ties to Moscow, have remained more neutral.

Along with Thailand, they abstained from a United Nations vote in October condemning
Russia's attempted annexation of regions of Ukraine seized since February.

The diverging views led to intense wrangling over a final declaration from the summit as the EU
pushed for stronger language to condemn Moscow.

An EU official said Brussels was satisfied in the end that it sent a "crystal clear message" of the
need to respect Ukraine's sovereignty and independence.
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- China looms -

While Europe presses for a tougher response to Russia, there is another global giant looming
over the summit.

Chinese claims over the South China Sea have set it against some neighbours and sparked fears
in Europe over trade flows through the key global thoroughfare.

But China remains the biggest trade partner for ASEAN and many in the region are wary of
distancing themselves from their giant neighbour.

The EU is keen to pitch itself as a reliable partner for Southeast Asia's dynamic economies amid
the growing rivalry between Beijing and Washington.

The EU and ASEAN are each other's third-largest trading partner and Europe sees the region as
a key source for raw materials and wants to increase access to its booming markets.

EU nations are pushing to diversify key supply chains away from China as the war in Ukraine has
highlighted Europe's vulnerabilities.

The EU is set to unveil investments that could be worth 10 billion euros ($10.6 billion) for the
region under its Global Gateway strategy designed as a counterweight to China's largesse.

- Sex law furore -

ASEAN and the EU suspended their push for a joint trade deal over a decade ago and Brussels
has focused on striking agreements with individual members.

So far deals with Vietnam and Singapore are in place, but the bloc is keen to make progress
with ASEAN's largest economy Indonesia and to resume talks with Malaysia, Philippines and
Thailand.

The crisis in ASEAN member Myanmar will also figure as its regional neighbours have struggled
to calm the bloodshed in the junta-ruled country.

But Myanmar will not be represented at the summit as its military rulers were not invited.

One issue that risks clouding discussions is a new law in Indonesia criminalising sex outside
marriage that has sparked fears for foreign visitors to country.

An EU official said the matter would likely be raised with Indonesia's President Joko Widodo.

"I think even from an investment point of view, there are questions as to whether this
legislation will encourage further people to visit," he said.

https://mizzima.com/article/eu-wants-reconnect-southeast-asia-amid-ukraine-war
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