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Scores of Myanmar Junta Troops Hit by Land Mines While Raiding Resistance Member’s Home
Myanmar Junta Forces Torch Nearly 150 Homes in Village in Sagaing
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Scores of Myanmar Junta Troops Hit by Land Mines While Raiding Resistance Member’s
Home

By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

Around 50 soldiers were attacked by land mines while raiding and trying to seal off the house of
a member of the anti-regime People’s Defense Force (PDF) in Kale in the resistance stronghold
of Sagaing Region.

The regime soldiers arrived at the family home of Ma Chaw Su Aung, a medic of Kalay (Kale)
PDF Battalion 6, in Kale on Wednesday after learning that the owner was a PDF member.

Ma Chaw Su Aung said she was tipped off by someone that her house would be raided and
sealed off by regime troops. The 21-year-old fled her home before they arrived but wanted to
leave something behind “to teach a lesson to the regime soldiers that they can’t enter people’s
homes as they wish.”

So, she planted land mines at her house.

“l have abandoned everything since joining the revolution. | will do anything to crush them,”
Ma Chaw Su Aung told The Irrawaddy.

When the regime troops entered the home on Wednesday, a number of them stepped on the
land mines, causing serious injuries.

Ma Chaw Su Aung said the only information she could provide was that many soldiers were
wounded, adding that more detailed information would be released by the battalion.

Damage caused to Ma Chaw Su Aung’s home in an
arson attack by regime troops.

“The soldiers were busy sending their injured members
to the hospital,” she told The Irrawaddy.

The Myanmar regime has sealed off the houses of
many pro-democracy activists, National League for Democracy (NLD) members and PDF
members since last year.

To date, at least 900 houses and other buildings have been sealed off by the junta since the
coup, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners Burma (AAPP), a rights

group.

After suffering the land mine attack, the regime troops torched the two-story house, which Ma
Chaw Su Aung inherited from her parents. However, only half of the house was burned, as Kale
residents and PDF members put out the fire.

“l can rebuild the house. My intention is to kill dogs,” she said, referring to junta soldiers.
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Ma Chaw Su Aung was a second-year university student from Kale before joining the Kalay PDF.
She joined protests after the coup in February last year and said she had no intention of picking
up a weapon at first. However, she joined the Kalay PDF after a protest camp she was part of in
Tarhan Ward, Kale Town was violently crushed by regime troops in March 2021.

The Tahan Ward battle marked the beginning of the fighting between the military regime and
pro-democracy activists in what has become known as the Spring Revolution.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/scores-of-myanmar-junta-troops-hit-
by-land-mines-while-raiding-resistance-members-home.html

Myanmar Junta Forces Torch Nearly 150 Homes in Village in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

Junta forces and members of the pro-military Pyu Saw Htee militia group have burned down
nearly 150 civilian houses in Eai Dine Village of Kyun Hla Township in Sagaing Region.

On Tuesday afternoon, around 200 soldiers from the military’s Light Infantry Battalion 361 and
Pyu Saw Htee members fired artillery and raided the village, forcing thousands of residents to
flee.

A resident of Kyun Hla Township said that based on the information gathered so far, the junta
troops had torched 142 houses—nearly half of the village—during the raid.

“They looted houses and took livestock away before torching the houses,” he said.

The regime forces left the village on Wednesday, but the displaced residents dare not return
yet, fearing that the soldiers may have planted land mines. The villagers remain in temporary
locations nearby without proper shelter and lack enough blankets, food and other basic
necessities.

Despite UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer’s Aug. 17 plea to coup leader Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing to cease air and artillery strikes on civilian targets and the torching of homes,
regime soldiers have stepped up their arson attacks against villages in Sagaing Region, even in
places where there is no fighting with resistance forces. In Kyun Hla Township alone, around 10
villages have been torched in six months.

According to independent research group Data for Myanmar, junta forces burned down an
estimated 38,434 houses across the country between the February 2021 coup and August this
year.

Sagaing has suffered the heaviest arson damage with around 20,153 houses torched by junta
forces. Neighboring Magwe Region, another resistance stronghold, has lost around 5,418
properties in regime arson attacks.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-forces-torch-nearly-150-homes-in-
village-in-sagaing.html

Armed conflict destroys 961 houses in Sagaing, Magway regions and Chin, Kachin states in
2022

PUBLISHED 8 DECEMBER 2022 | EMG

A total of 961 houses had been destroyed in Sagaing, Magway
regions and Chin and Kachin states due to the armed conflict of
2022, announced the information team of the State
Administration Council (SAC) on December 6.

On December 4, when security forces arrived near Kyauk Aik
Village and Shwe Chaung Village, Htigyaing Township in Sagaing Region, the KIA and PDF
started firing with small arms. The security forces returned fire, and the KIA and PDF retreated
to the northeast of Kyauk Aik Village and the east of Shwe Chaung Village, it said.

During the incident, 60 out of 68 houses in Kyauk Aik Village and 80 out of 273 houses in Shwe
Chaung Village were destroyed by fire, according to the statement.

In addition, when the security forces approached Ziphyukyin Village, Htigyaing Township in
Sagaing Region at around 1:15 pm, the KIA and the PDF attacked them from inside the village
using small and heavy weapons. The security forces returned fire, and the KIA and PDF
retreated to the south of the village. During the incident, 30 out of 155 houses were destroyed
by fire, it said.

Therefore, 683 houses in Sagaing Region, 28 houses in Magway Region, 220 houses in Chin
State and 30 houses in Kachin State were destroyed due to armed conflicts in 2022, it said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/armed-conflict-destroys-961-houses-in-sagaing-magway-
regions-and-chin-kachin-states-in-2022

More NLD supporters arrested, killed by junta forces in Mandalay Region

The bodies of five men and one 17-year-old boy are found along a highway after locals say they
were abducted by Myanmar army soldiers and militia members in Natogyi Township

Linn Htin | Published on Dec 8, 2022

Six local supporters of the ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) were arrested by junta
personnel on Tuesday night in Mandalay’s Natogyi Township, their bodies found dumped along
a roadside the following morning.
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The body of one of the slain NLD supporters from Min village
in Natogyi Township is pictured on the morning of December 7
(Supplied)

The victims were identified as Kyaw Saung and Khin Maung
Sein, both 63; Han Tin, 42; Soe Paing, 37; Min Zaw, 36; and
Aung Ko Min, who was 17 years old.

All were from Min village, five miles west of Natogyi town.

Their bodies were left in two locations—three at each spot—along the highway connecting
Natogyi and Myingyan, also in Mandalay. They were all blindfolded, with their hands tied
behind their backs.

Each had suffered a gunshot wound to the head.

A resident of Min said that the victims had been taken from their homes by a force of around
40 Myanmar army soldiers and members of the military-backed Pyu Saw Htee militia.

“They came to our village at around 10pm last night, took six villagers, and killed them at
around midnight,” the local told Myanmar Now on Wednesday, noting that the soldiers stood
guard while the Pyu Saw Htee carried out the arrests.

He claimed that Min’s village administrator and his son had been accused by local anti-junta
defence forces of being military informants and subsequently killed on Monday, one day before
the six NLD supporters were abducted.

Known backers of the NLD, whose elected administration was deposed in the February 2021
coup, have repeatedly been targeted and killed by Pyu Saw Htee vigilante groups operating in
Natogyi under the name Thway Thout, or “blood-sworn.”

Locals suspect that the militias have been operating with the support of the local chapter of the
Union Solidarity and Development Party, a military proxy.

® The bodies of two of the slain NLD supporters from Min
village in Natogyi Township are pictured on the morning of
December 7 (Supplied)

Myanmar Now called the party’s Natogyi Township secretary
for comment on the allegation, but she refused.

: “What are you talking about? Do you want to get slapped
around? Don’t try to play me like this, I'm not stupid,” she yelled during the brief phone call.

In early November, four other NLD supporters from Natogyi Township were abducted by
military personnel who also reportedly extorted money from their families. They were found to
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have been killed the next day, their bodies—some with wounds from gunshots, and others
from being stabbed—Ileft in two locations, near the villages of Let Pan and Zay Date.

Military and Pyu Saw Htee members are also accused of killing two 20-year-old waiters at a tea
shop owned by a known NLD supporter in Natogyi’s Ward 5 on November 12. The staff were
reportedly targeted when the junta forces were unable to locate the owner.

The badly mutilated bodies of five men arrested by junta soldiers in the township in October
were found the next day near a highway and a rest stop with red lanyards identifying them as
having been killed by the Thway Thout group.

In late April, Thwe Thout launched “Operation Red” —a campaign to “annihilate” anti-junta
forces; since then, its members have been abducting and murdering NLD supporters other
opponents of the coup regime around the country.

While most of its victims have been in Mandalay Region, attacks have also been reported in
Bago, Naypyitaw, Tanintharyi and Yangon.

According to an NLD report issued on November 8, a total of 1,169 party members, among
whom were 90 elected MPs, have been arrested by the junta since the coup. Sixty-seven
members, including two parliamentarians, have been killed in military custody.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/more-nld-supporters-arrested-killed-by-junta-forces-in-
mandalay-region

In nighttime raid, Myanmar forces kill 4 opposition party members and 2 civilians

'They came with the names and photos of the victims,' one resident says.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.08

Members of the opposition National League for Democracy
stand outside a party office in Natogyi towonship, central
Myanmar's Mandalay region, Aug. 22, 2020. Natogyi
Township Information Committee/NLD

In a nighttime raid on a village in central Myanmar, junta
forces killed six civilians, including four members of Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy party, residents said, in what appeared to be a
targeted killing of political opponents.

Nearly 30 soldiers and pro-junta militiamen drove into Min Ywar village in Natogyi township,
just south of the city of Mandalay, in two vehicles about 9 p.m. Tuesday, and arrested the
four party members before shooting them at point-blank range, said a resident who declined
to be named for security reasons.
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“They came with the names and photos of the victims,” the resident told Radio Free Asia.
“Their main target was the four NLD party members.”

Two bystanders were also killed when soldiers and Pyu Saw Htee militiamen discovered
photos on their mobile phones of Suu Kyi and the NLD’s victory in November 2020 elections
— which the military negated when they seized power in a February coup.

“They tied their hands at the back, blindfolded them, tied their mouths with cloths and shot
them pointblank,” said Capt. Thauk Kyar of the Natogyi People’s Defense Force, the shadow
government’s armed wing.

Thauk Kyar said he believed the killings were done in retaliation for the killing of Aung Myint,
a 55-year-old village chief appointed by the junta, and his son, Kaung Htet Naing, 17, both
from Natogi’s Kyaung Nan village. The chief and his son were killed in Min Ywar village on
Dec. 5, but People’s Defense Forces had nothing to do with it, he said.

The NLD members who died were Kyaw Saung, 63, Khin Aung Sein, 63, Han Tin, 42, and Min
Zaw, 42. The other two civilians were Soe Paing, 37, and Aung Ko Min, 17, the sources said.

Min Ywar village, with more than 700 households, is situated on the road that connects the
towns of Myingyan and Natogyi.

The bodies of the six dead men were buried on Wednesday, while about 100 residents,
including the families of the deceased, fled their homes, residents said.

RFA could not reach Thein Htay, the junta’s spokesman for Mandalay region, for comment.

As of Thursday, more than 2,560 civilians, including NLD members, have been killed by the
junta, according to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group based in
Thailand.

Translated by Myo Min Aung for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin. Edited
by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nighttime-raid-12082022175608.html

Myanmar Junta Prosecuting Kachin State Baptist Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime is prosecuting former Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) president Dr.
Hkalam Samson over the content of his sermons.

The religious leader was detained by the regime officials at the airport in the Kachin State
capital of Myitkyina on Monday.
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On Tuesday, KBC officials were summoned to the regime’s Kachin State Administration Council,
where state security chief Colonel Aung Kyi Linn informed them of the legal action, said a KBC
source.

The security chief played them video recordings of their ex-president’s sermons that he claimed
had broken the law. Details of what was said in sermons are not immediately clear.

The regime has not disclosed the whereabouts of Dr. Hkalam Samson, who is also chairman of
the Kachin National Consultative Assembly, but Myitkyina residents say he is being held at
Northern Command headquarters in the state capital.

The reason for the arrest is not yet known. The regime has been launching attacks, including air
raids, in Kachin State, claiming that the state’s ethnic Kachin Independence Army has been
helping anti-regime resistance forces in Kachin and neighboring Sagaing Region. The Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the KIA, said the KBC has nothing to do
with the KIA.

In 2019, the Northern Command attempted legal action against Dr. Hkalam Samson for telling
US President Donald Trump about the military’s religious oppression of ethnic minorities in the
country. But the case was dropped on the orders of military chief Min Aung Hlaing.

The Baptist faith leader had left Myitkyina for Mandalay to catch a flight to Bangkok on Monday
morning. He was detained at Mandalay airport and put on a flight back to Myitkyina, while his
two travel companions were allowed to fly on to Bangkok.

Dr. Hkalam Samson was then detained on arrival at Myitkyina’s airport, a source close to him
told The Irrawaddy.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-prosecuting-kachin-state-baptist-
leader.html

Hundreds villagers flee fighting in Kachin’s Hpa-kant region
PUBLISHED 8 DECEMBER 2022 | TUN LIN AUNG (MYITKYINA)

MYITKYINA----Due to the fighting between military
[Tatmadaw] and combined force PDF and Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) took place on the way to kanhse
village in Hpa-kant region, Kachin State for three
consecutive days starting from December 5th, hundreds of
peoples already fled to the safer places, according to the
locals.
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The locals reported that the shootings occurred in the Kanhse village where there have been
KIA regiments since the beginning of December 5th.

“On December 5th, there had been artillery shells which hit the communication hall in the
compound of Hmawbon monastery. There are over 100 children living at the downstairs of
communication hall. Both sides fired the small guns along the hill of western Hmawbon. The
locals from Hmawbon and Hsankhar villages already fled to safer places. There had been
artillery shells upon the villages on December 6th and 7th. The bullets of heavy weapons
dropped around the villages. The villagers fled to the monasteries, churches and pagodas. No
one sleep all night due to the gunshots,” said the locals.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/hundreds-villagers-flee-fighting-in-kachins-hpa-kant-region

Myanmar Junta Continues to Block Medicines in Rakhine, Despite Ceasefire
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

Despite the recent ceasefire between Myanmar’s regime and the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine
State, the regime is still restricting deliveries of pharmaceuticals, according to medics.

Not only private clinics and pharmacies, but public hospitals and rural clinics run by the junta’s
health ministry are affected by the restrictions.

A doctor at a rural hospital in northern Rakhine told The Irrawaddy: “We can’t dispense
medicines. When we went to the Rakhine State health department last month to take the
medicines allocated to our hospital, it said we couldn’t because the Naypyitaw authorities are
yet to grant official permission.”

The regime has restricted the supply of medicines into Rakhine since September following
renewed fighting with the AA in August.

Rakhine purchases the bulk of its medical supplies from Yangon.

The regime’s blockade of roads and waterways also made it difficult to deliver pharmaceuticals
from the capital Sittwe to other townships.

Before that, pharmacies and drug companies in Rakhine had to seek approval from the junta-
appointed Rakhine State security and border affairs minister to buy medicines from Yangon.

A doctor at a northern Rakhine State hospital said: “It has been months since some rural
hospitals sought approval from the security and border affairs minister. Our hospital was
granted permission to take out medicine from Rakhine health department last month. But first,
we had to report the quantities, the vehicle license plate, the driver’s details and their route.”
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But junta soldiers at security checkpoints would check each box and detain the vehicle or boat
driver claiming there was extra cotton wool or something, the medic said.

The owner of a private clinic in Mrauk-U said: “The junta imposes restrictions on all types of
medicines. It is more difficult to carry medicines than illegal narcotics. Sittwe pharmaceutical
firms use different modes of transport and the prices have almost doubled because of rising
transport charges.”

Ethnic Rakhine politician U Pe Than said: “It is an evil act to cut the supply of medicines and
food. It is indirectly killing people. It is a war crime. The regime should relax restrictions to
create some trust or fighting will break out again with the AA.”

On September 27, the regime arrested a rural doctor in Nga Pa Thone village, Myebon
Township, while he was bringing pharmaceuticals to his clinic. He was released after weeks in
detention. His boat driver remains in detention.

Junta troops in mid-October seized nine boats from Rathedaung, Ponnagyun and Pauktaw
townships heading to Sittwe to buy food. All nine drivers are still in regime custody.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-continues-to-block-medicines-in-
rakhine-despite-ceasefire.html

Residents flee China-Myanmar border town amid fears of imminent fighting between military
and Kokang army

Rumours of an MNDAA attack on junta forces in Laukkai have sparked an exodus, locals say
Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 8, 2022

Residents are seen making preparations to leave Laukkai on
December 6 (Supplied)

Thousands of locals have been leaving the town of Laukkai in
northern Shan State since Tuesday, fearing that battles will
reignite between the Myanmar military and the ethnic Kokang
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

Rumours of an MNDAA attack on the Myanmar army in Laukkai—located on the border with
China, more than 100 miles northeast of Lashio, northern Shan State’s largest town—have
circulated on TikTok and WeChat for around a week.

“There were people leaving the town the whole day yesterday. Vehicles are lining up to leave
today, too,” a resident of Laukkai told Myanmar Now on Wednesday.
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He added that there had been a junta checkpoint set up near the town’s entrance and exit to
search vehicles and that traffic was at a standstill.

While shops have been open as usual during business hours, a curfew has been put in place by
the military, with residents barred from leaving their homes at night.

According to locals, most of those leaving are domestic migrants from elsewhere in northern
Shan State as well as central Myanmar, who relocated to the border town seeking employment
as daily labourers, masons, ironworkers, and shop vendors.

The exodus has caused a rise in the bus fare to Lashio, which is usually priced at 30,000 to
40,000 kyat (US$14 to $19), but had spiked to around 100,000 kyat ($48) on Tuesday due to
increased demand, a driver said.

By Wednesday, it had dropped to 60,000 kyat ($29), with people still steadily departing.

A member of the MNDAA’s information team said the recent
rumours started after a coalition of junta troops and members of
military-allied militias launched a three-day attack on one of the
ethnic armed organisation’s bases near the town of Chin Shwe Haw,
20 miles south of Laukkai town, on November 27.

“I can say that these are just rumours,” the MNDAA information
officer said. “[The military] has said that Laukkai is in a state of
emergency, but that was because they initiated the attack on our
base.”

The post has been under the MNDAA since 2015, he explained, but noted that tension had
been building due to its proximity to the town of Laukkai.

Any decision regarding an attack on the junta’s forces in Laukkai would be made by the
MNDAA's leadership, the information officer added.

In a recent video circulating on social media, Pe Sauk Chain, the military-appointed leader of
the Kokang Self-Administered Zone—which includes Laukkai—dismissed the suggestion that
fighting would soon break out in the town. He urged residents not to flee, insisting that they
would be “protected.”

The MNDAA lost control of Laukkai in 2009 during a Myanmar military offensive categorised as
an anti-narcotics campaign. MNDAA founder Peng Jiasheng tried to regain control of the
Kokang region, including Laukkai, using a large armed force in 2015, but was unable to lay claim
to the whole territory.

Since the February 2021 military coup, heavy fighting has repeatedly broken out between the
MNDAA and the junta’s forces along the China-Myanmar border, with military tension
remaining high in the region.
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Myanmar Junta Invasion Force Under Siege: Ta'ang Army
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

The Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA) has besieged Myanmar junta troops in Namhsan
Township, northern Shan State, as fighting escalates, according to observers.

In a surprise attack, approximately 200 junta troops were airlifted by helicopter to Kone Thar,
Humen and Pein Lone villages in northwest Namhsan on Wednesday afternoon.

TNLA troops repulsed the attacks and reinforcements besieged the junta soldiers, according to
a Namhsan resident.

TNLA spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Tar Aik Kyaw said junta jets and helicopters dropped
bombs on Thursday during a second day of fighting.

He denied that the junta had attacked a TNLA base.

“Five military helicopters airlifted in troops and fighting continued into the next morning.
Helicopters attacked twice on Wednesday. They fired many mortars from two bases. Some
Kone Thar houses burned down. | don’t know about casualties,” he told The Irrawaddy.

Another Namhsan resident said around 100 civilians were trapped in the three villages where
the regime is attempting to establish a base.

The TNLA reportedly killed at least 20 junta soldiers who landed where rebel soldiers were
waiting. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

The regime last month seized arms and ammunition in TNLA territory in northern Shan. The
regime claimed the weapons were heading to the Arakan Army (AA) in Rakhine State or
resistance groups in Sagaing Region, according to analysts.

Two TNLA officers were also detained in Lashio, Shan State, last month, although it was not
announced by the regime. The junta reportedly suspected they were involved in arms
smuggling to resistance groups or the AA.

A military analyst said this week’s offensive might be an attempt to punish the TNLA for
gunrunning.

“But the TNLA has refused to attend junta peace talks and there are rumors the Three
Brotherhood Alliance is planning to attack the regime. So maybe it was a preemptive attack,”
the observer said.
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The alliance includes the TNLA, AA and the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA). The AA in late November agreed a temporary ceasefire with the regime. The MNDAA
is fighting the regime in northern Shan State.

The TNLA was originally founded as the Palaung State Liberation Organization (PSLO), which
signed a ceasefire with the State Law and Order Restoration Council regime in 1991.

Some PSLO leaders opposed the ceasefire and founded the Palaung State Liberation Front in
1992 which became the TNLA in 2011.

The TNLA says it has more than 8,000 troops. It holds land west of the Salween River to the
Shweli River and along the road from Muse to Kyaukme, Hsipaw and Mongkok, according to
observers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-junta-invasion-force-
under-siege-taang-army.html

At Least 20 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

At least 20 Myanmar regime forces were killed in the last two days as People’s Defense Force
groups (PDFs) and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) continued to attack regime targets across
the country.

In one case, the junta restarted a conflict with an ethnic rebel group in northern Shan State.
Incidents were reported in Shan and Kachin states and Sagaing and Mandalay regions.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Junta clashes with another EAO in Shan

Renewed fighting erupted in northern Shan State between ethnic rebel group the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army (TNLA) and regime forces on Wednesday near two villages, according
to local media reports.

The fighting started in the afternoon when five junta helicopters dropped regime forces in the
EAQ’s area, TNLA Lieutenant Colonel Tar Eaik Kyaw told local media outlet Than Lwin Khet
News.

During the clashes, junta helicopter gunships and artillery at a military base in Nansang,
attacked the resistance forces to help junta ground troops, the TNLA said.
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Intense clash in Kachin

r.

% 8 KIAtroops/ The Irrawaddy

An intense clash broke out in Hpakant Township, Kachin State
on Tuesday and Wednesday when the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and allied PDF forces attacked regime forces
stationed at a monastery in Hmawbon Village, according to

-

local media reports.

During the clash, regime forces detained many displaced civilians who were sheltering at the
monastery. On Wednesday morning, regime forces departed from the village after taking
civilian detainees as human shields.

Citing residents, local media reported that 40 regime forces and two resistance fighters were
killed in the clash. The Irrawaddy was unable to verify the casualty figures independently,
however.

Six junta forces killed by PDF land mine in Sagaing

Local resistance group 11 Brothers Revolution Forces claimed to have killed six junta forces
when it used a remote-controlled land mine to ambush an advance unit of a military
detachment in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region on Tuesday morning.

The junta troops were ambushed while returning to their base in Kyaukyit Village after burning
Shwe Bon Thar Village.

A video shot by the PDF shows junta troops facing a heavy blast.
Eight junta soldiers killed in daring PDF attack in Sagaing

Eight regime forces were killed and many others injured in Pale Township, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday when combined PDF groups attacked 200 regime forces and Pyu Saw Htee pro-regime
militia members from the pro-regime Inmahtee Village, said the People Revolution Army, which
was involved in the attack.

Regime forces were ambushed at the entrance of the village as they were coming out.

A PDF video shows many resistance fighters with improvised firearms engaging in a heavy clash
with regime forces.

Regime forces bombed in Sagaing

A junta soldier was killed and three others injured in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on
Tuesday evening when three PDF groups used drones to drop bombs on regime forces at a
military checkpoint, said the PDF group Urban Hunter Force, which joined the attack.
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The regime forces were attacked while they were inspecting and extorting money from civilian
motorbikes and vehicles.

An aerial video shot by the PDF shows a drone dropping an improvised bomb on regime targets.
Two regime forces killed in PDF drone strikes in Sagaing

Two junta soldiers were killed and some others injured in Ayadaw Township, Sagaing Region on
Wednesday when three PDF groups conducted drone strikes on regime forces extorting money
from civilians on the Ayadaw-Monywa Highway, said the resistance group Ngwe Dwin
Revolution Force, which joined the attack.

The PDF groups continued to drop bombs on regime forces hiding in a nearby civilian house
after fleeing the drone strikes.

An aerial video shot by the PDF group shows regime forces fleeing after being bombed by the
PDF drones.

Three regime forces killed by PDF mines in Mandalay
A military vehicle is ambushed with land mines in Madaya Township on Tuesday. / Natsoe

Resistance group Natsoe claimed to have killed three regime forces and injured many others
when it used two land mines to ambush a military vehicle traveling between two villages in
Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Tuesday.

All PDF members escaped from the area without casualties despite regime forces randomly
opening fire.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/at-least-20-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Peace Process Steering Team hoping to hold meeting of all members
By Mizzima |

The Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) said that by the end of the year it is hoping to hold a
meeting of all ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) to resolve political turmoil and build towards
a democratic federal union.

PPST spokesperson Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt said: "We intend to hold an all-inclusive plenary
meeting with the ethnic armed organisations to exchange views and find political solutions to
the country's current situation.”

If the meeting is successful those involved will discuss opinions and suggestions on how to build
a democratic federal union and take concrete steps toward achieving this goal.
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Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt said: “We are attempting to hold a plenary meeting as a first step,
aimed at all ethnic armed organisations that have been involved in the revolution for national
equality and self-determination.”

The members of the PPST are the 10 EAOs who signed the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
(NCA) in October 2015.

The 10 NCA signatories are: the All Burma Students ‘Democratic Front (ABSDF), the Arakan
Liberation Party (ALP), the Chin National Front (CNF), the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
(DKBA), the Karen National Union (KNU), the Karen National Union/ Karen National Liberation
Army (Peace Council) (KNU/KNLA-PC), the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO), the
Restoration Council of Shan State/ Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA), the New Mon State Party
(NMSP) and The Lahu Democratic Union (LDU).

https://mizzima.com/article/peace-process-steering-team-hoping-hold-meeting-all-members

154 Rohingya Migrants Seized Off Coast: Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

More than 150 Rohingya migrants were rescued after a week at sea on Wednesday, according
to Myanmar’s regime.

The navy assisted the rescue alongside two vessels from the junta-controlled Oil and Gas
Enterprise, it claimed.

They are being held on a navy vessel, which is awaiting orders, according to junta sources.

A total of 106 men and 48 women were on board after leaving refugee camps in Bangladesh in
the hope of reaching Indonesia, said the junta.

The boat was adrift off the Thai coast and six people died after food and water ran out, human
rights adviser U Aung Kyaw Moe of the civilian National Unity Government told the media.

A Malaysia-bound boat carrying around 180 Rohingya has been adrift for more than a week, he
posted on Facebook.

On November 28, 68 Rohingya, including women and children, were arrested in Hlegu
Township on the outskirts of Yangon. The bodies of 13 Rohingya men were found dumped by a
roadside in Hlegu on Monday. Rohingya activists claimed the men were killed by the regime.

A total of 56 men and 22 women were reportedly detained in Mudon Township, Mon State, on
Monday.

Risking imprisonment on immigration charges, Rohingya continue to flee Rakhine, driven by
poverty, harsh living conditions and institutionalized discrimination.
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Several feared dead as Rohingya refugees spend week adrift at sea

The reported deaths come a day after 13 Rohingya men and boys were found dead near
Yangon on Monday

Sa Tun Aung | Published on Dec 8, 2022
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh in 2019 (EPA)

At least five people are believed to have died aboard a
boat carrying some 160 Rohingya refugees from
Bangladesh to Malaysia, according to family and activist
sources.

The refugees, from the Kutupalong and Balukali refugee
camps in Bangladesh, began their 3,000-km journey on
November 25, but have been stranded off the coast of Thailand since their boat broke down on
December 1, the sources said.

Activists said that relatives of the victims last had direct contact with them via satellite phone
five days later, at around 3am on Tuesday. At that point, five people had already died, they
said.

“They were crying for help and said they had run out of food and water,” said Rohingya activist
Mahamaad Zuwa Khan, adding that all but 40 of the refugees were women and children.

Rohingya refugee Ata Ulla, 52, told Myanmar Now that his 17-year-old son Maw Sharaf was
among those now facing death at sea.

“He went on the boat without telling us. We only found out after he had already left,” he said,
adding that his son had been desperate to continue his education.

Maw Sharaf, 17, is one of 160 Rohingya stranded off the coast of
Thailand since December 1 (Supplied)

Maw Sharaf and his family were among hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya who fled their homes in northern Rakhine State in 2017 to
escape “clearance operations” by the Myanmar military.

Forced to live in crowded Bangladeshi refugee camps, many Rohingya
are prepared to risk their lives—and pay enormous sums of money—in
the hope of improving their prospects by fleeing to Malaysia.
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The going rate for overland travel to the country is 500,000 Bangladeshi taka ($4,870), but for
350,000 taka ($3,400), human traffickers can arrange passage aboard boats that are often less
than seaworthy.

“Once he had boarded the boat, they told my son to ask me to transfer the money to their
account. I've already sent them 150,000 taka, and | was supposed to give them the rest when
he reached Malaysia,” said Ata Ulla.

“The agent himself lives in Malaysia, but they never clearly stated their names,” he added.

According to Ata Ulla, the agent claimed to have spoken to Maw Sharaf on Thursday morning.
However, Myanmar Now could not confirm this information, and all attempts to reach the
satellite phone number have been unsuccessful.

Aung Kyaw Moe, a Rohingya activist who is also a human rights advisor to Myanmar’s publicly
mandated National Unity Government, attributed the exodus to extremely poor living
conditions inside refugee camps.

“Life in a Bangladeshi refugee camp is not so different from life in Rakhine State [for the
Rohingya]. They lack basic human rights in both places, so | can assure you that they are not
just looking for a more ‘profitable’ place to live. They just want to be able to live with human
dignity,” he said.

The Rohingya have been denied citizenship in Myanmar for decades, and have been subject to
restrictions on almost all aspects of their lives in the country, from marriage and education to
land ownership and freedom of movement.

Since 2012, they have also been targeted by increasingly violent pogroms by the military and
extreme nationalists.

There have been a number of incidents over the past week involving Rohingya attempting to
reach other parts of Southeast Asia.

Satellite image of the Andaman sea

On Monday, 13 Rohingya men and boys were found
dead on the side of a road on the outskirts of Yangon
after apparently being dumped there by human
traffickers. Police sources said they believe the victims
died of asphyxiation while being transported in an
enclosed vehicle.

The previous day, 78 Rohingya were arrested after
they were discovered aboard a boat near Wel Kali, a village in Mon State’s Mudon Township.
Several of them were taken to the state capital Mawlamyine for questioning, sources there told
Myanmar Now.
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In a statement released on Thursday, the Myanmar regime said that a ship operated by the
Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise rescued 154 people the night before from a boat that was
adrift off the coast of Myeik in southern Tanintharyi Region.

The statement identified the people as “Bengalis”—the junta’s term for the Rohingya—and said
that they were handed over to the Myanmar navy.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/several-feared-dead-as-rohingya-refugees-spend-week-
adrift-at-sea

INTERVIEW: ‘Behind the shadows, they can do very brutal things’

Japanese documentary filmm aker Toru Kubota discusses his imprisonment in Myanmar.

By Soe San Aung | 2022.12.08

Toru Kubota, a Japanese filmmaker imprisoned by
authorities in Myanmar since July and freed in November,
speaks to the media upon his arrival at Haneda Airport, in
Tokyo, Japan, Nov. 18, 2022. Credit: Kyodo via Reuters

Toru Kubota, a Japanese documentary filmmaker, was
arrested by Myanmar military authorities on July 30 for
filming a small anti-junta protest in Yangon. They accused
the 26-year-old of violating Myanmar’s immigration laws and encouraging dissent against
the army junta which has ruled the country since seizing power in a February 2021 coup. In
all, Kubota was sentenced to 10 years in jail and was placed in Insein Prison on the outskirts
of Yangon.

On Nov. 17, authorities released Kubota along with more than 6,000 others, including citizens
detained for protesting the military takeover, during a broad prisoner amnesty. Kubota spoke
with reporter Soe San Aung of Radio Free Asia’s Burmese service about his experiences. The
interview has been edited for length and clarity.

By Soe San Aung
RFA: Why were you in Myanmar?

Kubota: It’s not like | jumped into the country for the first time this time. | had been in the
country more than 10 times before, but it was before the coup. | worked on several projects
in Myanmar, including the Rohingya issue, so | really wanted to do something since the coup.
And there were some friends who remained in the country doing amazing work; for example,
helping other people by serving food to street people. This is the reason why | am making a
film about my friend who is doing humanitarian work.
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RFA: How has Myanmar changed for you since the coup?

Kubota: Once | started filming, it became obvious people were suppressed very silently. For
example, | saw an old lady on the street clinging to my friends and weeping, telling them that
she had been beaten by the police and that the police had taken her money. She was making
her living by begging, and the police took what little money she had. The lady was weeping
and telling this story, but at the same time she was really cautious about someone
overhearing her telling the story. This is the situation in the country.

RFA: When the military junta detained you for six days, how did authorities treat you? Did
they torture you?

Kubota: No, they didn’t torture me. | was also in custody after | was arrested and after the
investigation, and it was kind of funny. They let me stay overnight in the chief officers room
with air conditioning for the first night. The second night, they investigated me, but they
didn’t punch, beat or physically harm me, But after they found my film, which was about the
Rohingya, they felt very distressed. They looked at me in a really disgusted [manner] and
stared at me as if to say, “I hate your film.” They told me | would be going to a place like hell.
After that, | was taken to a detention cell, which was two meters by five meters and held
more than 20 people. The smell was awful, and there was only one toilet. We didn’t have
enough space for everyone to stretch our legs and arms, so we had to sleep with our bodies
overlapping each other. | understood why they said that place is like hell. | stayed there a
couple of days, and it was a really terrible place.

RFA: Why do you think the military regime is sensitive about your documentary about the
Rohingya?

Kubota: It is like the Tatmadaw [Myanmar military] is protecting their own people, Buddhist
people, from the Islamic forces invading their own territory. That was their strategy, and that
was to secure their legitimacy. | think many people were fooled by that strategy as well and
actually believed that the Rohingya Muslims were invading, and the military was protecting
them. It worked very well for the Tatmadaw to stay in power, too. The police and the
soldiers truly believe that we can use their enemies and that foreign journalists and
filmmakers like me are sponsored by the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, by a huge
mysterious fund.

RFA: What did the junta authorities ask you about your project?

Kubota: Where the money comes from. When | said that it was self-funded, they didn’t
believe it. They repeatedly asked me [about it]. They pointed to the picture where | was at a
film festival holding a very small glass trophy. [They asked] how much was that, or how much
award money | got. | think they wanted to create a story that | was sponsored by some other
foreign or Muslim forces or organizations. They also asked me about the contributors to the
film, but they are not in the country anymore. | just told them the fact that they were not in

Page 20 of 58



Myanmar anymore. The other thing was just ordinary stuff like when did | make the
[project]. They really wanted me to say that | was sponsored by some organization.

RFA: The junta’s spokesman said you were involved in the protest you filmed. Is that true?

Kubota: | did not participate in the protest. It is clear that | was filming from behind, [but] |
did not have a direct connection to any of the protesters. So the fact is | was not involved in
the protest, but after they arrested me, they told us to hold a [protest] banner. They told us
to go in front of the police station and hold the banner that the protesters had been holding.
They took a picture of us holding the banner, and they used it as evidence that | was one of
the protesters. They even told me | wrote a banner statement, even though | don’t
understand Burmese.

RFA: Tell us about your experience being detained in Yangon’s Insein Prison where you spent
three months.

Kubota: What | went through as a foreigner was very mediocre compared to all the other Burmese
people going through. | was myself in prison, just one person on my own in a two meter by four
meter space. In my block there were 12 cells. In the daytime, | could spend time in the common
space, the block area. | spent time studying Burmese. There was only one guy there who taught me
Burmese, and | taught him Japanese. | was separated from all the political prisoners in Insein Prison,
so | couldn’t get much information. But | saw prisoners secretly showing the three-fingered salute [of
the popular protest movement against the junta] and saying “Fighting, fighting,” so | said, “Fighting.”
Human interaction was going on in a very hidden way.

Toru Kubota sketched the places where he was held in

— = Myanmar. From left: A detention cell at a police
i $Eo station, Insein Prison and a block inside Insein Prison.
‘1}” 2N ¢ Credit: Toru Kubota

RFA: Did you participate in any political prisoner
protests during which the prison authorities suppressed inmates?

Kubota: | was on a hunger strike as well for the first six days while | was in detention because
| needed to get in touch with the Japanese Embassy, but they didn’t let me do it. So, | told
them that | would not eat until | could contact the embassy. But they didn’t beat me. They
just gently tried to persuade me to eat, saying they were very worried about my health. | did
not see the police or soldiers beating political prisoners.

RFA: You had been sentenced to 10 years in prison, but you were freed during the recent
prisoner amnesty in November. Why do you think the junta released you?

Kubota: The first obvious reason is that the Japanese Embassy was pressuring them to
release me. Another thing is that the junta used me and the other foreigners it released as
propaganda tools to show international society that they became soft, and that the foreigner
release is a ruse. Behind the shadows, they can do very brutal things. Our release can
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overshadow all the brutalities that are still ongoing. It is extremely shameful if | was used as
a political tool to overshadow their brutality. Seven students from Dagon University were
sentenced to death last week. They’re still killing their own people.

RFA: The Burmese people believe that the rest of the world remains silent about what is
happening in Myanmar. As a foreigner, what do you think about what is going on?

Kubota: Burma has not attracted as much attention as Ukraine and other [countries] in the
world. But what’s going on is the killings and massacre and genocide of the people. We
shouldn’t be silent, saying this is an internal affair. These are crimes against humanity, so we
should stand together. More specifically, we definitely should pressure the junta to stop
killing people and release the prisoners. There are still more than 12,000 political prisoners
detained, and | was one of them. We should continue paying attention to Burma.

RFA: There are some reports that the Japanese government has some business dealings with
the junta, and activists are calling for it to cut funding to the junta. What should the
Japanese government do?

Kubota: As many activists have pointed out, an organization called the Mekong Watch has
also repeatedly pointed out the fact that Japan is being used by the junta. As Japanese
citizens, we should be very responsible, and we need to speak out. At the same time we
should accept as many refugees as possible from Burma. We haven’t even tried to accept
any refugees. The number of refugees in Japan is very small, even though Japan is a country
that signed the Refugee Convention.

RFA: Since the coup, the military has targeted not only anti-regime activists but also the
media and journalists. Why do you think this is?

Kubota: They arrest and kill journalists in Burma because they want to cover up their
ongoing brutality. They don’t want to let the world know about the massacre.

RFA: Will you ever go back to Myanmar?

Kubota: | really wish | could. | really want to support the people of Burma, but currently |
cannot enter the country anymore. | might be able to go after the country becomes a place
where | won’t be arrested, even though | was filming the protest. | really hope that the
country will become a truly safe place for journalists so that we can do our jobs. But there
are still many Burmese people working in the country, even though it’s extremely dangerous
for them. | have enormous respect for each of them.

Written in English by Roseanne Gerin. Edited by Malcolm Foster.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/toru-kubota-interview-12082022142630.html
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Myanmar Junta Receives New Thai Ambassador
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 December 2022

Thailand’s new ambassador to Myanmar Mongkol Visitstump presented his credentials to junta
boss Min Aung Hlaing on Thursday before holding separate talks with deputy junta leader Soe
Win and foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin.

The new Thai ambassador and Min Aung Hlaing discussed cooperation to boost border trade
and investment in Myanmar, and development of its tourism industry, according to junta
media.

Mongkol also exchanged views with Soe Win on tourism, trade, and investment between the two
countries, including the Thailand-backed Dawei deep-sea port project. The long-delayed mega-
infrastructure project is located in Dawei, the capital of Tanintharyi Region in southern Myanmar.

Min Aung Hlaing visited the site in November and called for progress on the project.

Thailand’s petroleum company PTTEP continues to operate in Myanmar despite the withdrawal
of international energy giants including France’s Total and the US’s Chevron, who cited
worsening human rights violations and general lawlessness under junta rule.

Singapore, China and Thailand are the biggest foreign investors in Myanmar, according to the
Directorate of Investment and Company Administration. Border trade between Myanmar and
Thailand is higher than Myanmar’s border trade with China over the first seven months of this
fiscal year (2022-2023).

The 55-year-old new ambassador started his diplomatic career with the Thai Foreign Ministry in
1991 and has served in various positions in Vietnam, Japan, and China. He was consul general in
China’s Kunming before being appointed ambassador to Myanmar.

Subjects covered in Mongkol’s meeting with junta foreign minister Wunna Maung Lwin
included closer cooperation between the two countries in various sectors of mutual interest.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/myanmar-junta-receives-new-thai-
ambassador.html

Thai soldiers kill suspected drug traffickers along Myanmar border
Authorities said they recovered 29 backpacks filled with crystal meth.
By Kunnawut Boonreak of BenarNews | 2022.12.08

Thai soldiers killed at least 15 men suspected of smuggling drugs along the Thailand-
Myanmar border in northern Chiang Mai province, military officials and local residents said
Thursday.
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Soldiers inspect the scene where they exchanged gunfire with
suspected drug smugglers in the Fang district of Chiang Mai
province, Thailand, Dec. 8. Pha Muang Task Force via AP

Other armed men escaped during the incident late Wednesday
night but authorities seized backpacks filled with drugs
including crystal methamphetamine, officials said. The frontier
with Myanmar is a notorious transit route for trafficking drugs
to Malaysia for shipment to Western markets.

“At the moment, the bodies of these 15 smugglers are under forensic process. Initially it was
assumed they were all of Myanmar origin, but that cannot be confirmed,” Lt. Col. Yotsamon
Sitthichai, the commander of the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, Pha Muang Task Force in Chiang
Mai, told BenarNews on Thursday.

“The task force found a number of weapons along with 29 backpacks, each containing about
12 kg (26.4 pounds) of crystal meth, totaling up to 348 kg (767 pounds). All items were taken
to the Forensics Division in Chiang Mai Province,” he said.

Another task force officer confirmed the death toll, adding that a grenade was found along
with other weapons.

“Preliminarily, 15 people died while some suspects managed to escape. We cannot confirm
how many have fled,” said the officer who asked to remain anonymous because of the
nature of his work.

Yotsamon said a group of drug smugglers had trekked the mountain from the Myanmar side
to Khob Dong village in Chiang Mai’s Fang district, a tourist attraction, before shooting at
Thai officers who ordered them to stop. Scouts had reported seeing a group of 15 to 20
people crossing from Myanmar earlier in the day.

The shootout was the deadliest since Thai soldiers clashed with drug smugglers in Ban Lise,
in neighboring Chiang Rai province, at the end of May. Eight drug traffickers were killed and
more than 2 million methamphetamine pills were seized.

The officers said the task force expected to continue clashing with drug smugglers through
the end of the year, and advised tourists to avoid traveling to the border fringe in Fang
district.

Sitthichoke Intasang, the deputy village headman, said there had been many shootouts with
drug smugglers this year.

“Villagers know that there are many drug dealer networks in Fang district, but they cannot
identify them,” he said.

Drug route
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Smugglers travel through Thailand to deliver methamphetamine, crystal meth and heroin to
Malaysia before shipping the contraband to other countries, according to Thailand’s
Narcotics Control Board. As many as 500 million Yaba (methamphetamine) tablets were
seized in 2021.

Late last month, Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha launched a plan to speed up efforts to
crack down on drug smuggling.

At the end of September, a Border Patrol Police Unit in Chai Prakan district seized nearly 1.5
million methamphetamine tablets from an adjoining district. In late November, the Pha
Muang Task Force clashed with dozens of drug traffickers who managed to escape but left
behind more than 200 kg (440 pounds) of crystal meth packets.

BenarNews is an RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/drugs-12082022162906.html
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(3) technical support and non-lethal assistance
for Burma’s Ethnic Armed Organizations, People’s
Defense Forces, and pro-demoeracy movement orga-
nizations to strengthen communications and com-
mand and control, and coordination of international
relief and other operations between and among such
entities;

(4) programs and activities relating to former
members of the Burmese military that have con-
demned the February 1, 2022, coup d'etat and
voiced support for the restoration of civilian rule;

(5) programs to assist civil society organiza-
tions to investigate and document atrocities in

Burma for the purposes of truth, justice, and ac-
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