PEACE Info (December 7, 2022)

Myanmar’s Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Praises Young Anti-Junta Resistance Fighters

10 death sentences lead to renewed calls for Myanmar to end death penalty

Family members of Myanmar university students sentenced to death plead with junta
courts to call off executions

More than 1,000 people flee their homes in Sagaing region

Teen dies in Naypyitaw detention centre after arrest for suspected involvement in bombing
Junta forces free three detained locals in Kachin State, keep 30 more in custody

30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kachin Village Clash: Residents

Myanmar military detains Kachin religious leader

Karen Resistance Seizes Myanmar Junta Outpost: Report

Rakhine Ceasefire Enables Myanmar Junta to Resupply Troops

Residents Flee Laukkaing in Northern Myanmar as Rumors of Heavy Fighting Spread
Nearly 30 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks

Rohingya Activists Accuse Myanmar Regime of Killing 13 Rohingya

Over 400 Rohingya detained in Ayeyarwady Region’s Pathein Prison

US Agrees to Resettle 62 Rohingya Refugees from Bangladesh
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CBM and Russian’s central bank sign MOU on banking cooperation
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Myanmar’s Daw Aung San Suu Kyi Praises Young Anti-Junta Resistance Fighters
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

In her first public comments about Myanmar’s ongoing ant-regime resistance movement since
last year, the country’s ousted leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said she was proud of
young Burmese people and all those struggling to defend and fight for democracy.

She shared the message via her Australian former economic adviser, Sean Turnell, who was
released by the regime three weeks ago after spending 650 days in prison.

Turnell relayed what Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told him and shared his views about the future of
Myanmar in an interview with News 10, an affiliate of US network ABC, on Tuesday.

He said he saw Daw Aung San Suu Kyi about eight weeks ago when they were sentenced. She
asked Turnell to tell everyone the truth about Myanmar. The detained State Counselor said
“We have been silenced, but you can tell,” according to Turnell.

“She also expressed how proud she was, especially of the young Burmese people. She was
really proud of how the people were prepared to defend and fight for democracy, even though
their exposure to democracy was very brief,” Turnell told News 10 ABC.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was referring to the decade prior to the coup, described at the time as a
“transition” period during which Myanmar ended its previous period of miltiary rule and her
National League for Democracy government was formed after democratic elections, holding
power from 2015 until its ouster in the military coup of February 2021.

Since the coup, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has been detained by the junta, which has convicted her
on more than a dozen charges. Turnell was charged with violating the Official State Secrets Act.

After the military seized power, people around the country held peaceful anti-coup protests,
and young “Generation Z” demonstrators took to the streets. After the peaceful protests were
violently crushed, many young people picked up weapons and started to fight against the
regime, joining a nationwide resistance movement that has prevented the regime from being
able to take control of the country.

Young recruits of the Loikaw PDF undergo training. / Loikaw
PDF

More than 16,000 people have been arrested since the coup,
and nearly 13,000 remain in detention, according to the
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a rights

group. More than 2,500 pro-democracy activists and civilians
have been killed by the military junta over the past 20
months. Most of those arrested and killed were young people.
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Apparently curious about her opinion on the country’s political situation, military coup leader
Min Aung Hlaing said in December that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was free to comment via her
lawyers, including on the parallel National Unity Government (NUG). However, she has yet to
deliver any comments via that channel.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi may be aware of the sacrifice made by young people, and her words
suggest that she relies on their strength, said a 22-year-old pro-democracy activist form
Longlone Township in Tanintharyi Region.

An 18-year-old People’s Defense Force (PDF) member from Yinmabin Township in Sagaing
Region said resistance members felt very proud to be praised by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

“We feel depressed sometimes in revolution but her words lift us up,” he said.

A 25-year-old PDF member from Dawei Township in Tanintharyi Region said the people can see
the real sacrifices made by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and understand that she cares more about
saving the people and the country than herself.

“Ever since we chose the way of armed struggle, | knew that she would say these things,” he
added.

Turnell also referred to the strength of young people in his interview, saying it is easy to
recognize the cleverness, spirit and ability of young Burmese people.

Young people join an anti-regime flashmob protest in Yangon
in July 2021. / AFP

“I think there are a lot of good, young people out in the world.
| have been deeply impressed with the Burmese people

‘ ST vies T, outside of the country including the National Unity

ﬂ""' ""E Government,” he said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmars-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-
praises-young-anti-junta-resistance-fighters.html

10 death sentences lead to renewed calls for Myanmar to end death penalty
By Mizzima | 07 December 2022

The Myanmar military junta should immediately commute the death sentences recently
handed down against 10 prisoners and impose a moratorium on the death penalty with the aim
of abolishing capital punishment in the country, said Human Rights Watch and the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP).
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The death sentences for 10 people, including seven university
students were issued by military courts.

They follow the executions of four political prisoners in July
2022 that resulted in broad international condemnation. All
these convictions followed grossly unjust closed-door trials
that fell far short of international fair trial standards.

“Myanmar’s junta should immediately commute the

b sentences of all those facing the death penalty, a cruel
punishment that most of the world rejects,” said Manny Maung, Myanmar researcher at
Human Rights Watch. “For those governments that have hesitated to impose targeted
sanctions against the junta for its long list of rights violations, the new death sentences should
be a clear signal to take action now”,she added.

On 30 November, a closed military court in Yangon handed down the death sentences for the
seven students, all members of the Dagon University Students ‘Union, under section 302 of
Myanmar’s penal code. The tribunal convicted the students for involvement in a shooting that
killed a former military officer in Yangon in April. Police arrested all seven in April shortly after
the alleged shooting.

The students are Khant Zin Win; Thura Maung Maung; Zaw Lin Naing; Thiha Htet Zaw; Hein
Htet; Thet Paing Oo; and Khant Linn Maung Maung.

A military court also sentenced Wai Zin Yan, Thu Htoo Aung, and Min Htet Thar to death under
section 302 of the penal code for a separate incident in June, for allegedly shooting and killing a
ward administrator in north Yangon on 24 May 24.

Myanmar’s secretive military tribunals have long shown complete disregard for basic human
rights protections and failed to uphold international due process and fair trial standards. Those
on trial before military tribunals face almost certain conviction regardless of the available
evidence against them. Families, the public, and foreign diplomats have no access to trials.
Convictions are frequently based on confessions obtained by torture and other ill-treatment,
including frequent beatings.

The new United Nations high commissioner for human rights, Volker Turk, expressed alarm at
the new death sentences in a 2 December statement: “By resorting to use death sentences as a
political tool to crush opposition, the military confirms its disdain for the efforts by ASEAN and
the international community at large to end violence and create the conditions for a political
dialogue to lead Myanmar out of a human rights crisis created by the military.”

Military tribunals in Myanmar have sentenced 138 people to death since the February 2021
military coup, including 41 in absentia. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and
concerned governments should press the junta to immediately commute all death sentences
and release all those wrongfully imprisoned, according to Human Rights Watch and AAPP.
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They said that ASEAN member states and other concerned governments should press the UN
Security Council to impose an arms embargo and refer the country situation for Myanmar to
the International Criminal Court.

The 25 July executions were the first death sentences carried out in Myanmar in over 30 years.
The men put to death were Phyo Zeya Thaw, 41; Kyaw Min Yu, known as “Ko Jimmy,” 53; Hla
Myo Aung; and Aung Thura Zaw. A military tribunal sentenced Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zeya Thaw to
death on January 21 under Myanmar’s overbroad Counterterrorism Law of 2014. Hla Myo Aung
and Aung Thura Zaw were convicted in April 2021 for allegedly killing a military informant.

Human Rights Watch and the AAPP oppose the death penalty in all circumstances and have
long called on Myanmar to ban all capital punishment. Capital punishment is unique in its
cruelty and finality, and is universally plagued with arbitrariness, prejudice, and error.

“The Myanmar junta’s threats are aligned with military courts that have continually failed to
protect any basic principles of fair trial process or to demonstrate independence and
impartiality,” said Ko Bo Gyi, co-founder for the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.
“Swift condemnation and concerted pressure and unified, targeted sanctions is what is
necessary to end the junta’s violations”, he added.

https://mizzima.com/article/10-death-sentences-lead-renewed-calls-myanmar-end-death-
penalty

Family members of Myanmar university students sentenced to death plead with junta courts
to call off executions

‘Our children’s lives are in the hands of the military council,” the mother of one of the young
men says

Han Thit | Published on Dec 7, 2022

The seven Dagon University students

Parents of seven Dagon University students recently
handed death sentences by the junta said that over
the past week they had submitted multiple appeals
and pleas for leniency to every level of the junta’s
court system on behalf of the young men, but had
received no response.

s¢ogagSeompéion: (q) &
The students in question—Thura Maung Maung,
Thiha Htet Zaw, Hein Htet, Khant Zin Win, Zaw Lin Naing, Thet Paing Oo and Khant Lin Maung

Maung—are all in their 20s. On November 30, they were sentenced to death by a military
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tribunal inside Yangon’s Insein Prison under Sections 34 and 302a of the Penal Code for
conspiracy to commit murder.

They were accused and convicted of involvement in the assassination of retired Lt-Col Saw Moe
Win, who was also a manager of the Global Treasure Bank, earlier this year.

“At this point, | wouldn’t mind if they changed their sentences to life or 20 years,” Hein Htet’s
father, Thein Shwe, said.

Despite multiple rumours circulating regarding their execution date, no information had been
verified at the time of reporting.

“We’ve been told that there is no hope for them but we do know that our children’s lives are in
the hands of the military council. | just wish | could see him again, for a moment,” Zaw Lin’s
mother told Myanmar Now, crying.

The family members said that they went to Insein Prison to deliver care packages to their
children on December 3, but were unable to learn any updates on their cases or condition.

“We are able to send them letters and care packages once every 14 days, and they always write
to us about their health,” Thein Shwe said. “However, our letters won’t be delivered to them if
we mention things other than this. And if they mention anything other than their own health
status, these parts are censored by the prison authorities before the letters reach us.”

Anti-coup organisations, Myanmar student unions, and international student associations have
condemned military death sentences handed out to 139 people since the February 2021 coup.
The figure includes the seven men from Dagon University, according to the United Nations and
the monitoring group Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

They have called on the international community to take action against the junta to halt the
executions.

In a December 5 statement, Human Rights Watch (HRW) condemned the sentencing of the
Dagon University students and called on the military council to “impose a moratorium on the
death penalty” in the country.

“Myanmar’s junta should immediately commute the sentences of all those facing the death
penalty, a cruel punishment that most of the world rejects,” Manny Maung, HRW’s Myanmar
researcher, said in the statement.

Volker Tirk, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, remarked in a December
2 statement that the Myanmar regime had been using death sentences as a “political tool” to
crush the resistance to military rule.
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In doing so, he said, “the military confirms its disdain for the efforts by ASEAN and the
international community at large to end violence and create the conditions for a political
dialogue to lead Myanmar out of a human rights crisis created by the military.”

In July, the junta sparked outrage when it executed four political prisoners, including veteran
activist Ko Jimmy and Phyo Zayar Thaw, former MP for the ousted National League for
Democracy.

It was the first time in decades that the death penalty had been carried out in Myanmar.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-members-of-myanmar-university-students-
sentenced-to-death-plead-with-junta-courts-to

More than 1,000 people flee their homes in Sagaing region

Locals left 3 villages as Myanmar’s junta continues a scorched-earth campaign in Tigyaing
township

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.07

The remains of a building destroyed by a junta arson
attack on Lay Thar Kone village, Tigyaing township on
Dec. 1, 2022. Tigyaing Revolution

More than 1,000 people from three villages in Sagaing
region’s Tigyaing township fled their homes on
Pt Wednesday, as the junta continued its campaign of

arson attacks.
Residents of Me Zar Lay and Kan Pauk abandoned their villages after troops stormed and

burned neighboring Aung Thar Kone.

“The junta troops got into Aung Thar Kone around 8 a.m. so the residents had to flee and
watch the village burn from a distance. | don’t know how much it burned,” a local told RFA
on condition of anonymity for safety reasons.

“Now in the middle of the day, troops are getting into Me Zar Lay and Kan Pauk. They have
not torched Kan Pauk village yet. These are places where there is no fighting, but the junta
troops still occupy the villages.”

Troops had already burned down 40 houses after storming two other villages on Tuesday,
according to locals.

They said junta troops have been carrying out a scorched-earth operation in Tigyaing
township since November, forcing more than 10,000 residents of nearly 20 villages to flee.

Page 8 of 55


https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-executes-four-political-prisoners
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-members-of-myanmar-university-students-sentenced-to-death-plead-with-junta-courts-to
https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/family-members-of-myanmar-university-students-sentenced-to-death-plead-with-junta-courts-to
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-locals-flee-12072022043147.html/@@images/image

On Sunday, the township’s people’s administrative group announced that 437 houses in
seven villages were destroyed by fire between Nov. 25 and Dec. 3.

RFA phoned Sagaing region’s junta spokesman Aye Hlaing on Wednesday to get his
comments on the military campaign but the calls went unanswered.

According to a United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs report
released on Dec. 3, some 61,6500 people have fled their homes in Sagaing region due to
fighting and insecurity since the military deposed Myanmar’s democratically elected
government in a Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

The region accounts for 70% of the nearly 39,000 buildings destroyed by fire across the
country since the military took power, according to Institute for Strategy and Policy data
covering the first 21 months since the coup.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-locals-flee-12072022043147.html

Teen dies in Naypyitaw detention centre after arrest for suspected involvement in bombing

The military blamed the death of the 19-year-old on a pre-existing heart condition, but refused
to allow his family to examine his body, sources say

Aung Zay / Min Min |Published on Dec 7, 2022

Phone Myat Ko, who died in a military detention centre in
Lewe Township (Supplied)

2 A 19-year-old from Naypyitaw’s Lewe Township died within
three days of his arrest for alleged connections to a local
bomb attack, according to sources close to the victim.

5. 4 @& On the evening of December 1, Phone Myat Ko, a resident
of Ward 5, was arrested byJunta personnel from the fried rice stall where he worked. Locals
and individuals close to his family told Myanmar Now that he was accused of involvement in an
explosion near a police checkpoint in central Lewe that morning.

The Naypyitaw People’s Defence Team claimed responsibility for the blast, which reportedly
caused no casualties.

A family friend said that military representatives informed Phone Myat Ko’s mother of his death
on Sunday afternoon as they were returning his phone and motorcycle to her.

“When his mother asked about her son, they told her that he had died. When she asked them
why, they said that he had coronary heart disease and that he had died from that,” the friend
said.
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It is not uncommon for the military to claim that those killed in its custody died of underlying
medical conditions.

Phone Myat Ko’s body was cremated at Kway Gyi cemetery in Pobbathiri Township that
evening. His family was only permitted to see his face, as his body was wrapped in blankets by
the military.

He is survived by a brother, as well as his parents.

Phone Myat Ko used to assist his mother at her shop in Lewe market, often also working nights
at a roadside fried rice stall on the old Yangon-Mandalay road through Lewe, according to a
local man from Dekkhinathiri Township.

“He was such a helpful kid at the shop. He always used to give me extra whenever | would buy
from there,” he told Myanmar Now.

Phone Myat Ko’s friends described him as polite and charismatic, noting that he “got along with
everyone.”

“Even if he did commit the crime they accused him of, they could have taken proper legal
action against him, not killed him brutally like this,” a Lewe local said. “He was killed for one
reason: to instill fear in the minds of the public so that they don’t dare to do anything [to
threaten the military] in cities like Naypyitaw.”

The military council has not released any information regarding Phone Myat Ko’s arrest or
death.

Lewe locals protest the military coup on February 12, 2021
(Myanmar Now)

Last year, at least two other locals were confirmed to have
been killed in the same Lewe interrogation centre as Phone
Myat Ko: a 36-year-old middle school teacher from Ward 6
in December, and a member of the National League for

Democracy (NLD) party from Zabuthiri Township in March.

Since the February 2021 coup, at least 50 people have been arrested throughout Naypyitaw for
suspected involvement in the armed resistance movement. Many are believed to have been
tracked by the junta through the area’s sophisticated CCTV surveillance system, which was set
up by the ousted NLD government.

The NLD spent more than 4b kyat (nearly US$2m) installing a network of CCTV cameras
throughout Naypyitaw during their administration; they were made by Chinese company
Huawei, and employ Artificial Intelligence to identify individuals.

Page 10 of 55



Among those recently identified through this technology and subsequently detained were
Naypyitaw resistance force members Khin Maung Yin, 37, and 48-year-old Tin Ko Nyein—also
known as Shwe Kaung. Last week, they were each sentenced to 40 years in prison by a closed
junta court, according to a statement released by the military council.

The men belong to the Naypyitaw Urban Guerrilla Force, according to the leader of the
Naypyitaw People’s Defence Team.

Naypyitaw serves as the junta’s administrative capital. Many current and former army generals
reside in the area, which remains under martial law and has seen tightened security in recent
months, including newly built bunkers and trenches.

Because of this heavy military presence, resistance activities remain rare in Naypyitaw.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/teen-dies-in-naypyitaw-detention-centre-after-arrest-for-
suspected-involvement-in-bombing

Junta forces free three detained locals in Kachin State, keep 30 more in custody

The military abducts dozens of civilians during an advance through Hpakant Township villages
and holds them for days at nearby bases

Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 7, 2022

KIA troops are seen returning from the frontlines in July
2011 (Thierry Fallise / LightRocket via Getty Images)

Three civilians, out of more than 30 held hostage by the
military in Kachin State’s Hpakant Township, were
released on Monday, according to local sources.

They included a teacher, a student, and an individual who
had been suffering from a lung condition. All three had
been taken from Namya village on November 30 by a junta column travelling along the road
connecting the community to the town of Hpakant, 20 miles to the west.

At the time of reporting, some 20 men abducted on the route were being held at a military base
near Namya, with 13 more Namya locals taken to another tactical base in Kamaing town on
December 1. It was not known why they were captured.

On Monday, Namya’s village administrator and a 100-household head inquired about the
detainees at the base, but were barred from meeting with them, a resident of the village said.

“They only told us that they would release them in one or two days,” he told Myanmar Now.

Later that evening, three of the civilians were allowed to leave.
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On the same day, a serious clash broke out between the military and the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) in the village of Hmaw Bone, 10 miles northeast of Hpakant town, with the junta’s
forces reportedly firing several heavy weapons at the site from multiple locations.

A column of some 100 soldiers began an advance from Kansi village, more than seven miles
north of Hmaw Bone, but were intercepted by the KIA, resulting in the battle, according to local
sources.

A Hpakant resident said that artillery shells were fired at Hmaw Bone by the military from their
Hpakant tactical base and a post set up at the jail in the village of San Khar, more than six miles
north of the town. Two bombs also reportedly went off near a bridge outside of Lawng Hkang
(Lone Khin) village—10 miles south of Kansi—followed by gunshots.

“The battle didn’t end at night, and | think | still heard the sound of fighting even this morning,”
the woman from Hpakant told Myanmar Now on Tuesday. “They must have been losing,
considering they had to resort to using heavy weapons,” she speculated.

At the time of reporting, it was not known if there had been any casualties on either side during
the clash.

Locals from Hmaw Bone fled to other area communities when the fighting broke out, while
some remained trapped in the village monastery.

Battles in Hpakant between the KIA and the Myanmar army have been frequent since the
military’s aerial attack on a music festival in A Nang Pa village in October, killing more than 60
people and wounding at least 100 more.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/junta-forces-free-three-detained-locals-in-kachin-state-
keep-30-more-in-custody

30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kachin Village Clash: Residents
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 7 December 2022

At least 30 regime soldiers were killed in clashes with a combined force of Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) and Kachin Region People’s Defense Force (KPDF) fighters that broke out in Hpakant
Township, Kachin State on Monday, according to locals.

Junta troops fired three rounds of artillery into Hmaw Bon village in Lone Khin tract on Monday
before launching a ground attack, villagers said. Two shells struck the village monastery and
prayer hall while the third fell onto a football field.

Junta infantry then seized at least 30 villagers and held them prisoner at the monastery. The
combined KIA and KPDF force launched retaliatory attacks in an effort to drive the troops out of
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the village. All the detained villagers managed to escape after the junta troops were caught up
in fierce fighting, residents said.

Junta forces fired another seven shells into and around Hpakant on Tuesday, they added. The
local phone network was reportedly still down on Wednesday afternoon.

Combined KIA and PDF forces have now taken control of most of Hpakant as junta troops
struggle to gain a foothold in the township.

The Irrawaddy reached out to KIA spokesperson Colonel Naw Bu to ask about the conflict
situation in Hpakant but he didn’t answer the call.

The clashes at Hmaw Bon ended on Wednesday at 2 pm when troops from the regime’s 33rd
Light Infantry Division withdrew, residents said. However, they abducted about 20 people as
they retreated.

“They abducted 12 residents of Lone Khin village who were working at brick workshops beside
the road near Hmaw Bon, and also some other villagers from Lone Khin and Kanhsee villages
who were commuting on the route as the junta troops retreated,” said a former village
administrator in Lone Khin village tract.

He said Hmaw Bon villagers had reported that at least 30 junta soldiers were killed in the
clashes while two fighters from the KIA-PDF alliance were injured.

All residents of Hpakant were now struggling for survival amid severe hardships as conflict
flared again, he said.

“The people are ruined and have no idea where to flee. Residents of towns are fleeing to
villages, while villagers from places like Lone Khin are escaping to towns, and so on.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/30-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-
kachin-village-clash-residents.html

Myanmar military detains Kachin religious leader

No contact has been made with Dr Hkalam Samson, former chair of the Kachin Baptist
Congregation, since his arrest at Mandalay’s airport

Nyein Swe | Published on Dec 7, 2022

Well-known Kachin reverend Dr Hkalam Samson was arrested by junta personnel at the
Mandalay International Airport on Monday and has not been heard from since, Myanmar Now
has learned.
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Dr Hkalam Samson is seen at an event in 2019 (Hkalam
Samson/ Facebook)

Dr Samson was detained at 9am, before his flight to
neighbouring Thailand, where the former chair of the
Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) was reportedly travelling
to undergo medical treatment.

The KBC was notified by junta authorities that Dr Samson
had not been arrested but that his passport had been flagged, and instead of going to Thailand,
he was sent on a domestic flight to the Kachin State capital of Myitkyina.

KBC staff awaited his arrival at the Myitkyina airport, but he was never seen disembarking the
plane.

A pastor from the organisation told Myanmar Now on Monday evening that military
representatives then informed KBC that the reverend had been transferred to the Northern
Military Command headquarters, also located in Myitkyina.

“We were only told that they took him for interrogation, but we didn’t get to talk with him
directly,” the pastor said.

The KBC has called for Dr Samson’s immediate release.

As of Tuesday morning, a source within Kachin State civil society told Myanmar Now that there
had been no further update regarding the reverend’s condition, whereabouts, or explanation as
to why he had been targeted at this time.

“We don’t know anything for sure yet. Some people are saying that he was sent back to
Myitkyina, but when we asked for him in Myitkyina, they told me he wasn’t there,” he
explained. “We are also still trying to find out why he was arrested.”

Former KBC chairperson Dr Samson (left) is seen meeting
with Myanmar army generals at the Northern Military
Command in Myitkyina in December 2020 (Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing website)

While serving as KBC chair in 2019, Dr Samson met then US
President Donald Trump in Washington DC and told the
American head of state that the Myanmar military had “oppressed and tortured” Christians in
the country. During the televised exchange, he also endorsed US sanctions against top army

officials.

The military then ordered the Myitkyina Township court to open a criminal case against Dr
Samson, which it dropped three days later, at which time the reverend was invited to a meeting
at the Central Military Command headquarters in Mandalay.
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There he met with commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing in what he described as “a transparent
exchange of hearts” without “pretenses.”

“He said his decision [to drop the case] had nothing to do with any international pressure. It
was of his own volition. He decided to do so because he understands that trying to prosecute
me [for what | said to Trump] was not a good idea,” Dr Samson told Myanmar Now at the time.

He again met with top-level generals at the Northern Military Command in Myitkyina in
December 2020, two months before the coup in February 2021.

https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-detains-kachin-religious-leader

Karen Resistance Seizes Myanmar Junta Outpost: Report
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

A Myanmar junta outpost was seized by Karen rebels during raids on three bases in Hpapun
District, Karen State, on Tuesday morning, according to media reports.

The Karen National Union’s (KNU) armed wings, the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and
Karen National Defense Organization, raided three regime outposts inside KNU Brigade 5
territory simultaneously on Tuesday.

Thee Yo Htar outpost on a bank of the Salween River near the Thai border was occupied after
20 minutes of fighting, the Salween Press reported, quoting a KNLA officer.

Around 13 regime soldiers and two Karen resistance fighters were killed in the raid, the officer
told the media.

Other troops abandoned the base and fled.

The junta reportedly used fighter jets to defend the two other outposts. Their status has not yet
been reported.

In November 116 clashes with regime forces were reported in Hpapun District, the KNU said on
Tuesday.

Around 69 regime soldiers were killed and an estimated 51 injured, the group claimed.

In the district, 15 civilian buildings, including a school and church, were destroyed by junta
shelling and airstrikes.

Two civilians were killed and another injured by landmines planted by regime forces, the KNU
said.
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It reported an estimated 290 clashes with regime forces in its territory in Mon and Karen states
and Bago and Tanintharyi regions in November, killing around 333 junta soldiers and 30
resistance fighters.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/karen-resistance-seizes-myanmar-
junta-outpost-report.html

Rakhine Ceasefire Enables Myanmar Junta to Resupply Troops
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

Myanmar’s regime is reportedly taking advantage of a lull in the fighting in Rakhine State and
resupplying its troops.

The junta and Arakan Army (AA) agreed an informal ceasefire on November 26 after months of
hostilities.

On Monday, four hovercrafts were reported on the Lemyo Rover transporting weapons and
food to Light Infantry Battalions 379, 541 and 380 based in Minbya Township, according to
residents.

“I saw four crafts moored at the Minbargyi jetty in Minbya and large boxes being transported in
military trucks to battalions based in Minbya,” a resident told The Irrawaddy.

The regime lifted travel restrictions on December 1 on the Sittwe-Rathedaung-Buthidaung
waterways after a prolonged blockade, allowing ferry boats to resume operations.

Buthidaung residents reported seeing hovercrafts carrying food on the Mayu River and
restocking troops in the township.

“We saw fully loaded junta hovercraft traveling alongside the ferry from Sittwe. At first we
went to the shore as they passed but later we didn’t watch for fear that they might fire
mortars,” said an Oe Pauk villager who lives beside the Mayu.

Residents reported seeing junta helicopters dropping boxes to troops deployed at a mountain
between Kyauktaw and Ponnagyun townships.

The regime reopened the waterway linking Kyauktaw in Rakhine and neighboring Paletwa
Township in Chin State on December 3 after months with a blockade. Flatbed boats operated
by junta-controlled Inland Water Transport were transporting food to troops, said Paletwa
residents.

One resident said: “When the truce was announced, Battalion 289 on the opposite side of
Paletwa played loud music and threw a party. They were happy as they won’t die in fighting,” a
resident told The Irrawaddy.
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Following the ceasefire, the regime reopened the Sittwe-Rathedaung-Buthidaung and Sittwe-
Pauktaw-Minbya waterways and Sittwe-Ponnagyun and Sittwe-Rathedaung-Maungdaw-
Agnumaw roads.

But the regime still blockades the Ponnagyun-Rathedaung and Minbya-Myebon roads and
roads and waterways in Ann Township.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rakhine-ceasefire-enables-myanmar-junta-to-
resupply-troops.html

Residents Flee Laukkaing in Northern Myanmar as Rumors of Heavy Fighting Spread
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

People have been leaving Laukkaing Town, home to thousands of migrant workers, in the
Kokang Self-administered Zone in northern Shan State over fears that heavy fighting is set to
break out between the Myanmar military and the Kokang ethnic armed organization, the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

The rumors of fighting came after fierce clashes between the two sides in late November in
Chin Shwe Haw near the border with China and Mt. Nampha in the south of Laukkaing
Township.

On Monday, the administrative office of the Kokang Self-administered Zone assured people
that the Myanmar military and its affiliated Kokang Border Guard Force can guarantee the
safety of locals, and threatened legal action against people spreading rumors.

Hundreds of vehicles packed with people and their possessions have been leaving Laukkaing for
towns such as Lashio and Muse in northern Shan State, as well as towns in the Wa Special
Region and central Myanmar cities such as Mandalay.

“] think between 200 and 300 vehicles left the town on Tuesday. They don’t want to be trapped
in the town if fighting breaks out. The price for transport has surged suddenly. It used to be
35,000 kyats from Laukkaing to Lashio. Now it is 200,000 kyats. Some say [the potential
fighting] is just a rumor. But people wouldn’t be fleeing in large numbers if it just a rumor,” said
a Laukkaing native and owner of a department store in the town.

KTV lounges, gambling dens and brothels in Laukkaing have been closed until further notice.
Temporary camps have even been built on the Chinese side of the border for potentially
displaced people, according to residents. The China-based supplier of electricity to the town has
said it will cut the power supply to Laukkaing on Wednesday.

“There have been rumors of fighting this week. Departments are operating as normal so far.
The Kokang administrative body has issued a letter that the news of fighting is just a rumor.
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Some people have left town because they are worried. And it will be hard to leave the town if
the fighting really happens. You can hardly rent a vehicle in Laukkaing now,” said one local
government employee.

The military regime’s deputy home affairs minister Major-General Khun Thant Zaw Htoo met
with the Shan State security and border affairs minister Colonel Sein Win in Lashio on Tuesday
to discuss regional development. It is not known if they discussed the military situation in
Laukkaing.

From early July 2021 to March this year, MNDAA fighters were involved in hundreds of clashes
with regime forces around Mongkoe to the west of the Salween River. Fighting has now
erupted to the east of the Salween River in the Kokang Self-administered Zone.

Locals and migrant workers are concerned that there could be a repetition of the heavy fighting
that took place in Laukkaing in 2015.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/residents-flee-laukkaing-in-northern-myanmar-as-
rumors-of-heavy-fighting-spread.html

Nearly 30 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Two Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

At least 29 Myanmar junta troops and three resistance fighters were killed in the last two days
as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and an ethnic armed organization escalated their
attacks on regime forces across the country.

In one case, a junta outpost was seized by a Karen rebel group in Karen State. Also, three junta
troops surrendered to an ethnic Chin resistance group.

Incidents were reported in Karen and Chin states and Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay Regions.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Junta outpost seized by Karen rebel group

KNLA troops / The Irrawaddy

Thirteen regime soldiers and two ethnic Karen resistance

fighters were killed in Papun District, Karen State on

. " Tuesday morning when the Karen National Liberation Army
—~ (KNLA) and Karen National Defense Organization (KNDO)

“* raided the Thee Yo Htar junta outpost on a bank of the
Salween River, according to local media outlet Salween Press.
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After being raided, the rest of the regime forces abandoned the outpost, which has a heliport,
the media outlet reported, quoting a KNLA officer.

Eight junta soldiers killed in repeated PDF ambushes in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Salingyi Special Task Force during an
operation. / SSTF

Eight regime forces were killed in Salingyi Township,
Sagaing Region on Tuesday when PDF commandos of four
resistance groups ambushed a military detachment that

: ! ™ was raiding villages in the township, claimed Salingyi
Special Task Force, which was involved in the ambushes.

Firstly, five regime forces were killed and many others injured at 7 a.m. when the combined
PDF fighters used machine guns and automatic firearms to ambush the military detachment
between Taya and Shan Kaing villages. Before being ambushed, the regime forces destroyed
houses during their raid on Taya Village.

At 3 p.m., three more soldiers were killed when the resistance fighters again ambushed the
regime forces from close range while the troops were departing from Shan Kaing Village,
claimed the PDF group.

In reprisal for the losses, the regime forces burned down houses and torched harvested crops
and agricultural machinery belonging to residents of Shan Kaing and Owntaw villages.

Eight junta soldiers killed in PDF raid in Sagaing

Eight regime forces and a PDF fighter were killed in the town of Monywa, Sagaing Region on
Monday when five PDF groups raided regime forces stationed in a three-story civilian building,
said Golden Eagle Force-Monywa, which coordinated the attack.

The regime forces have been using the civilian building as a military checkpoint. After being
attacked, the regime forces shot dead two civilians nearby, the PDF group said.

A PDF video shows resistance fighters approaching and attacking the military checkpoint.
Pro-regime militia camp bombed in Sagaing

Improvised mortar shells of Phoenix Revolution Ranger group, which joined a
PDF attack on a pro-regime military camp in Pale Township on Tuesday. / PRR

Local resistance group M7 People’s Defense Army claimed it and two other
PDF groups jointly used 180-mm improvised mortar shells to bomb a Pyu Saw
Htee pro-regime militia camp in Innmahtee Village in Pale Township, Sagaing
Region early on Tuesday.
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Following the attack, the militia members responded with firearms, sparking a two-hour
firefight. Militia casualties were unknown, the PDF group said.

Regime forces ambushed in Magwe

Many regime forces are believed to have been killed and injured in Myaing Township, Magwe
Region on Tuesday morning when four PDF groups used eight land mines to ambush the junta
troops in a vehicle between two pro-regime villages, said Myaing-PDF, which was involved in
the attack.

The vehicle was ambushed as the regime forces were returning to their base in Myaing from
nearby Pakokku Township.

In a PDF video, gunfire can be heard coming from a vehicle after it is ambushed with land
mines.

Regime forces bombed by PDF drone in Mandalay

At least two regime forces were injured in Madaya Township, Mandalay Region on Tuesday
when Madaya-PDF used a drone to drop a bomb on a military detachment of 10 soldiers, said
the PDF group.

The PDF’s aerial video shows PDF drones dropping a rifle grenade on regime targets.
Three more regime troops surrender in Chin

Junta weapons and ammunition surrendered to CDF-
Senthang by three regime defectors. / CDF-Senthang

Three more junta soldiers from the military’s Infantry
Battalion 266 based in Chin State’s capital Hakha surrendered
to Chinland Defense Force-Senthang along with a firearm and
ammunition including grenades on Nov. 11, the resistance
group said on Tuesday.

The three military defectors were issued a reward and sent to a liberated area, the PDF group
said.

A PDF official told local media that so far 15 regime forces had surrendered to the group in the
state.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/nearly-30-myanmar-junta-forces-
killed-in-two-days-of-resistance-attacks.html
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Rohingya Activists Accuse Myanmar Regime of Killing 13 Rohingya
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

It was a tragedy that began when a 12-wheeler truck swerved off the road in Hlegu on the
outskirts of Yangon at 11.30pm on the night of November 27.

The truck was driving at high speed to get to its destination before midnight, when a curfew
begins in Yangon, and it skidded off the road.

Two Burmese drivers managed to escape the crash, but the Rohingya people hidden beneath
the sacks of ginger the truck was ostensibly transporting were not so fortunate.

Local authorities arrived at the scene and detained 68 Rohingya, 54 men and 14 women, hiding
in the vehicle. There more Rohingya were arrested in the vicinity of the crash.

In all, a total of 70 Rohingya and a Bangladeshi man from Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh were
reportedly detained. They are being held at the police station in Hlegu.

Faced with institutionalized discrimination in Rakhine State in western Myanmar, where many
Rohingya have lived for generations, some Rohingya continue to try and escape Myanmar in
search of countries where they can enjoy fundamental human rights.

Successive Myanmar governments, including the current military regime, have regarded the
Rohingya as interlopers from neighboring Bangladesh.

The junta imposed a news blackout on the detention of the Rohingya in Hlegu until December
4, one week after they were arrested.

On Monday, the bodies of 13 males were found dumped by a roadside near Ngwe Nanthar
Village in Hlegu. Residents went to see the bodies before authorities arrived and saw that they
were Rohingya.

“Most of them were teenagers. All of them were male,” said a Ngwe Nanthar resident.

The authorities arrived after the village administrator reported the bodies, which were then
taken to Yangon General Hospital. The regime report said “the bodies were wet and bloated”,
adding that a detailed investigation is under way.

A police statement said that the men and boys suffocated while hiding in the truck that crashed
in Hlegu.

However, many Rohingya believe that the victims were tortured to death.

“l am sure that they were killed. | was told that they had injuries to their foreheads, faces and
backs and signs of being stamped on with military boots,” said Rohingya rights activist U Nay
San Lwin of the Free Rohingya Coalition, quoting eyewitnesses who saw the bodies at Yangon
General Hospital.
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They might be the part of the group of Rohingya detained on November 27 or from a separate
group, said one Rohingya man who lives in Yangon.

The Myanmar military shows no mercy towards anti-coup activists, so they would not be
reluctant to kill Rohingya, who the military has long persecuted, he added.

Another 78 Rohingya, 56 men and 22 women, were arrested in Mon State’s Mudon Township
on Monday. They were hiding in a boat.

Rohingya trying to escape Rakhine State are also often arrested in Ayeyarwady Region, which
borders Rakhine, as they travel by boat along the Bay of Bengal into the Ayeyarwady Delta.

Despite risking prosecution on immigration charges that carry potential jail terms, Rohingya
continue to flee Rakhine, driven by poverty, grave rights abuses, harsh living conditions, as well
as the enticements of human traffickers.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rohingya-activists-accuse-myanmar-regime-of-
killing-13-rohingya.html

Over 400 Rohingya detained in Ayeyarwady Region’s Pathein Prison

By Mizzima |

More than 400 Rohingya have been detained in Pathein
Prison, in Ayeyarwady Region since the February 2021
military coup, according to sources in the legal professions.

The arrested Rohingya came from Rakhine State's Kyauktaw,
Buthidaung, Sittwe, Rathaedaung and Maungdaw

townships. They were apprehended trying to use waterways
to illegally enter Ayeyarwady Region, which borders Rakhine

State.

According to sources from the legal professions after the Rohingya were captured the junta
filed charges against them under the Registration Act and sentenced them to prison terms
ranging from two to five years.

One of the sources said: "Due to the fierce conflicts in Rakhine State, many Rohingya people
tried to enter other regions and states illegally. The majority of them were arrested and
sentenced to long prison terms.”

He also said that ethnic Rakhine guides who were helping the Rohingya get into Ayeyarwady
Region were also arrested and sentenced to 17 months in Pathein Prison under human
trafficking charges.
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Ro Nay San Lwin, a co-founder of the Free Rohingya Coalition (FRC) said that since the coup the
junta has arrested about 1,000 Rohingya entering Ayeyarwady Region.

https://mizzima.com/article/over-400-rohingya-detained-ayeyarwady-regions-pathein-prison

US Agrees to Resettle 62 Rohingya Refugees from Bangladesh
MUKTADIR RASHID | 7 December 2022

DHAKA — Western countries say they have started the resettlement process and Bangladesh
said that 62 Rohingya refugees would soon fly to the United States.

Bangladesh’s foreign minister, AK Abdul Momen, said 62 was “a drop in the ocean” but
appreciated his US counterpart, secretary of state Antony Blinken, had made a start.

A Bangladesh official told The Irrawaddy that a committee was being established to oversee the
resettlement process in the US.

In August Blinken announced that he was working to resettle Rohingya from the region,
including from Bangladesh, in the US.

He said the US stood in solidarity with Bangladesh and other Rohingya-hosting countries.

“As an essential component of an international, comprehensive humanitarian response, we are
working to significantly increase resettlement of Rohingya refugees from the region, including
from Bangladesh, so that they can rebuild their lives in the United States,” a statement read.

US assistant secretary for refugees and migration Julieta Noyes this week visited Rohingya
camps and held meetings in Cox’s Bazar and Dhaka.

“We are proud to support the resettlement of the most vulnerable Rohingyas in our country,”
she told the media in Dhaka after meeting Momen.

Noyes tweeted: “We discussed a comprehensive approach to the protracted crisis, with
international support.”

She said that they had worked with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to
identify the most vulnerable Rohingya for resettlement.

Momen said 62 Rohingya had been listed for resettlement in the US and some of them would
fly to the US on Thursday with 300 to 800 more being repatriated annually.

He said he requested the US resettle at least 100,000 Rohingya as Bangladesh was hosting over
1.1 million members of the Muslim community after they were forced from Myanmar mostly in
2017 amid a military crackdown in Rakhine State.
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He said the resettlements were nothing to get excited about and around 600,000 Rohingya in
Myanmar might take the advantage to cross into Bangladesh in the hope of reaching the US.

Tanzimuddin Khan, a migration scholar at the University of Dhaka, said the resettlements might
encourage more genocide in Myanmar and do nothing to protect Rohingya rights in Rakhine
State.

Dhaka-based rights group Ain O Salish Kendra’s executive director Mohammad Nur Khan said
Rohingya resettlements have been taking place for decades.

He insisted that the authorities consider the security threat facing individuals while preparing
them for resettlement.

“We urge the authorities to consider young Rohingyas as a priority. They should be given
opportunities to study,” said Nur Khan. “One of the best ways will be to offer an educational
scholarship abroad because they have no scope for high-level studies in the camps.”

The Bangladesh authorities have finished security checks of Rohingya to be resettled and
allowed them to travel. The process has been stepped up since the assassination of Rohingya
leader Mohib Ullah in Kutupalang camp in September last year.

His family and associates are being resettled in Canada.

Dhaka says Canada has resettled 64 Rohingya refugees this year while the Netherlands has
taken seven and Australia 10.

Four others are prepared for resettlement in Italy.

Numerous Rohingya continue to risk perilous boat journeys to Malaysia, Indonesia and
Australia.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/us-agrees-to-resettle-62-rohingya-refugees-from-
bangladesh.html

ASEAN Envoy Scraps Planned Third Visit to Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 7 December 2022

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)’s special envoy on Myanmar has canceled
his announced trip to the country, reflecting growing tensions between the regional bloc and
the Southeast Asian country’s military regime.

Prak Sokhonn, Cambodian foreign minister, was appointed the bloc’s special envoy on
Myanmar to help resolve the social and political turmoil that has engulfed the country in the
wake of a military coup last year. Cambodia currently holds the regional group’s rotating chair
position but is due to hand it over to Indonesia soon.
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Luy David, secretary of state at Cambodia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told Khmer Times on
Monday that Prak Sokhonn wouldn’t be able to visit Myanmar due to time constraints and is
due to attend the ASEAN-EU Commemorative Summit in Brussels from Dec. 14.

“We cannot visit Myanmar for the third time because the time is too short and we will leave
this opportunity for Indonesia as ASEAN’s chair next year to continue this work.

“Cambodia has tried to help resolve the political crisis in Myanmar and we have put a lot of
effort into this political crisis already,” Luy David added.

Nearly three weeks ago, Prak Sokhonn said in a statement that he would visit Myanmar for the
third time in “coming weeks” after the regime’s mass prisoner amnesty, which included some
political activists detained since the coup.

In his statement, the foreign minister welcomed the amnesty as a sign of the regime’s good will
in pursuing a peaceful solution to the Myanmar crisis. At the time, he said he expected his third
visit would result in more progress on ASEAN’s peace plan for Myanmar. His previous trips to
the country yielded few tangible results and his requests to meet with the country’s popular
leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, were denied.

Last year the bloc adopted a plan, known as the Five Point Consensus (5PC), aimed at solving
the crisis in its member Myanmar. However, the regime has failed to implement the points,
which include a cessation of violence in the country. So far, the junta has killed more than 2,500
people for rejecting military rule.

Despite his official explanation, Prak Sokhonn’s cancelation has prompted speculation about
the reason for the move. Time constraints and an EU meeting are not sound reasons for the
envoy, who only recently expressed optimism about the outcome of a third visit to Myanmar,
to abort the trip.

The Myanmar regime has remained quiet on the cancellation.

Observers believe the scrapping of the visit signals ASEAN’s frustration at the lack of movement
on the regime side in implementing the plan. Ignoring two key provisions of the 5PC, the junta
continues to commit atrocities—including killing civilians and torching villages during its raids—
and refuses to engage with all parties concerned. Recently, it sentenced seven university
students to death for their anti-regime activism.

It’s notable that during its recent ASEAN Summits in Phnom Penh, the bloc adopted the ASEAN
Leaders’ Review and Decision on the Implementation of the 5PC, saying it would serve as a
“very important document” in guiding ASEAN’s collective efforts to address the Myanmar crisis
going forward. The bloc warned the regime to abide by the plan or face tougher measures from
ASEAN.

The warning is widely viewed as a response to critics who have chided ASEAN for failing to do
more after the regime ignored the 5PC.
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Following the summits, the junta announced the mass amnesty in a move many believe was
designed to avert further pressure from ASEAN. However, the release failed to make an
impression internationally, as it excluded thousands of political prisoners, including Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

In an unprecedented move, the bloc then banned the regime’s defense minister, General Mya
Tun Oo, from the ASEAN Defense Ministers meeting late last month. That was followed by its
latest step, the cancellation of the special envoy’s trip.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/asean-envoy-scraps-planned-third-
visit-to-myanmar.html

CBM and Russian’s central bank sign MOU on banking cooperation

PUBLISHED 7 DECEMBER 2022 | EMG

A memorandum of understanding on banking cooperation
between the Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM) and the
Central Bank of Russian Federation was signed on
December 5.

ﬂgg‘:&\,‘ :

Ly

s

The third Russia-Myanmar Inter-Governmental Trade and
Economic Cooperation Commission meeting and related
meetings were held at the Myanmar International
Convention Center-2 in Nay Pyi Taw on December 5.

J—l

v/h

In these meetings, the CBM conducted three programs related to Russia-Myanmar banking
cooperation and regarding "On prospects for interbank cooperation" held under Program (1),
Mr. Alexey Guznov, Vice Governor of the Central Bank of Russia, and Mr. Vladimir Komlev,
Chairman of the National Payment Cards Company of Russia, led discussions and Dr. Lin Aung,
Vice Governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar, reviewed and discussed these discussions.

Then, according to plan (2), the Memorandum of Understanding on bilateral cooperation
between the Central Bank of Russia and the Central Bank of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar is signed by the vice governors of the two central banks.

According to program (3), in the Round-table "Banks and Finance", Vice Governor of the Central
Bank of Myanmar, Dr. Lin Aung, Deputy Minister of Planning and Finance, U Maung Maung
Win, and Vice Governor of the Central Bank of Russia, Mr. Alexey Guznov, delivered speeches,
and the central banks and financial institutions of the two countries discussed banking
cooperation between Russia and Myanmar.

With the aim of increasing trade and economic cooperation between the two countries, the
third Russia-Myanmar Inter-Governmental Trade and Economic Cooperation Commission
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meeting was held on December 5, and seven agreements were signed on economic
cooperation between the two countries.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/cbm-and-russians-central-bank-sign-mou-on-banking-
cooperation
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