PEACE Info (December 6, 2022)

Families of Condemned Students Fear Executions as Rumors Spread

Thirteen Rohingya Bodies Found Dumped Outside Yangon

13 Rohingya, believed to be human trafficking victims, found dead near Yangon

A young woman beaten, shot dead, and was forced to make a confession that she was a
“military informant,” according to a video circulating on social media

Myanmar’s Civilian NUG Condemns Extrajudicial Killing of Accused Junta Informant

NUG opens probe into brutal killing of woman by members of its resistance force
Myanmar military shoots, kills elderly civilians during Sagaing raid

Myanmar Junta Increases Arson Attacks in Sagaing

Troops capture 25 youths returning to their village in Myanmar’s Sagaing region
Myanmar Junta Detains Former Kachin Baptist Leader

Around 20 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kayah: Resistance

Karenni forces capture soldiers linked to last year’s Christmas Eve massacre

IDPs pressured to return to their homes forced to flee again

Tensions remain high in Rakhine State despite military, AA truce

Regime Occupies Koong Sar, Preventing Villagers From Harvesting Paddy

Myanmar Resistance Inflicts More Casualties on Junta Forces

Myanmar Junta and Pakistan Boost Military Ties

Myanmar Junta Takes Delivery of FTC-2000G Fighter Jets from China

Russian Trade Delegation Signs Seven Agreements With Myanmar Junta
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Families of Condemned Students Fear Executions as Rumors Spread
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

Families of seven university students sentenced to death by Myanmar’s military regime are
reeling at unconfirmed reports they will be executed on Wednesday.

A closed military court in Yangon handed down the death sentences on November 30 after the
students were accused of murder.

If carried out, they will be the second executions of regime opponents by the junta this year
after the hanging of four democracy activists in July.

The July executions were the first death sentences carried out in Myanmar in over 30 years.

The seven facing the death penalty are Ko Khant Zin Win, Ko Thura Maung Maung, Ko Zaw Lin
Naing, Ko Thiha Htet Zaw, Ko Hein Htet, Ko Thet Paing Oo and Ko Khant Linn Maung Maung. All
are students at Dagon University in Yangon and aged between 18 and 24.

“Our mother has broken down since [hearing about the death sentences],” said a family
member of one of the students.

“We have to comfort each other. When we first heard news of his death sentence, we could
not accept it. We are praying that the sentence will be commuted to life imprisonment.”

The students were arrested on April 22 for alleged involvement in the April 18 fatal shooting of
Global Treasure Bank branch manager Saw Moe Win, a former military officer. The students
were also accused of robbery. Global Treasure was a state-owned bank before coming under
private ownership in 2013.

The seven students are being held in Insein Prison. Family members are allowed to send them
parcels twice a month but were told nothing about their closed prison trials. They only found
out about the death sentences from reports by junta-controlled media.

A relative of another student said: “We found reports about their death sentences in
newspapers. He is the eldest nephew in our family, so we are deeply concerned for him. We
will do what we can and lodge an appeal.”

Family members of other students are also consulting with their lawyers to submit appeals for
leniency. Convicts can appeal to a military tribunal and, if rejected, lodge a final appeal with
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing, according to a lawyer.

The seven students also reportedly face three other charges, details of which are not known.

In a separate trial in June, a military court also sentenced Wai Zin Yan, Thu Htoo Aung, and Min
Htet Thar to death for allegedly shooting and killing a ward administrator in north Yangon on
May 24.
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Junta-run courts have imposed the death penalty on 138 people since the February 2021 coup,
including 41 in absentia, according to Assistance Association for Political Prisoners.

The junta has retained the death sentences despite widespread international condemnation
over the executions of four pro-democracy activists including a former lawmaker in July.

Dagon University’s student union has launched an online campaign calling for an end to
executions of political prisoners and students in Myanmar.

The UN high commissioner for human rights, Volker Turk, also expressed alarm at the new
death sentences on December 2.

“By resorting to use [of] death sentences as a political tool to crush opposition, the military
confirms its disdain for the efforts by ASEAN and the international community at large to end
violence and create the conditions for a political dialogue to lead Myanmar out of a human
rights crisis created by the military,” Turk said in a statement.

Myanmar’s secretive military tribunals have long shown complete disregard for basic human
rights protections and failed to uphold international due process and fair trial standards, he
added.

Eight students from Dagon University are now facing the death sentence and about 40 others
have been detained since the coup, according to its student union.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/families-of-condemned-students-fear-executions-
as-rumors-spread.html

Thirteen Rohingya Bodies Found Dumped Outside Yangon
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

The bodies of 13 Rohingya men were reportedly found dumped by a roadside in Hlegu
Township, Yangon, on Monday morning.

Their wet bodies were left near a road linking Highway 7 and Ngwe Nanthar village and taken to
Yangon General Hospital for a post-mortem, said the regime.

Rohingya rights activist U Nay San Lwin wrote on social media that the bodies showed signs of
beating. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify his comments.

Risking prosecution on immigration charges with potential imprisonment, Rohingya in Rakhine
State continue to leave to find work, driven by poverty and institutionalized discrimination.

They often cross illegally into Thailand and try to reach Malaysia.

On November 28, 68 Rohingya, including women and children, were also arrested in Hlegu.
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The detainees were identified as Rohingya from Buthidaung Township in Rakhine State, the
media reported, quoting Hlegu police.

At least 10 Rohingyas heading to Yangon were arrested by the regime on the Yangon-Mandalay
highway in October.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/thirteen-rohingya-bodies-found-dumped-outside-
yangon.html

13 Rohingya, believed to be human trafficking victims, found dead near Yangon

The incident comes a week after 68 Rohingya men and women were arrested in the same area
while being transported in a truck

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Dec 5, 2022

Rohingya refugees at the Shalbagan camp in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh, in 2019 (EPA)

The bodies of 13 Rohingya men and boys were found
B dumped on the side of a road in a northern Yangon suburb
on Monday morning, two sources told Myanmar Now.

" = The victims, who were estimated to be between the ages of
16 and 20, were found dead near Ngwe Nant Thar, a village in Hlegu Township about 25km
north of Yangon’s city centre, said a local regime authority who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

“There were no injuries found on their bodies. The cause of their deaths is still unknown. The
bodies were sent to the Yangon General Hospital and we are still waiting for the autopsy
results,” the official told Myanmar Now on Monday afternoon.

The bodies were all dumped along a road less than a kilometre from Ngwe Nant Thar, he
added.

A police source familiar with the case said that while the victims were known to be Rohingya, it
was unclear where they had travelled from or how they got to Ngwe Nant Thar.

“l was informed that they were smuggled inside a vehicle and died due to a lack of oxygen,” the
police source said.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify this information.

Most of Myanmar’s more than one million Rohingya have fled the country in recent years due
to ethnic cleansing campaigns by the military. They have been subject to restrictions on their
freedom of movement and other basic rights for decades.
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These restrictions have made them vulnerable to human traffickers, who promise them better
living conditions and work opportunities in Malaysia and other countries in the region.

Many are arrested in transit as they make the journey from Rakhine State to the Thai-Myanmar
border or coastal areas in the country’s south. They are then charged with immigration
offences that carry sentences of at least two years in prison.

On November 28, Radio Free Asia’s Burmese-language service reported that 54 men and 14
women of Rohingya ethnicity were arrested at a checkpoint in Hlegu while travelling inside a
truck.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/13-rohingya-believed-to-be-human-trafficking-
victims-found-dead-near-yangon

A young woman beaten, shot dead, and was forced to make a confession that she was a
“military informant,” according to a video circulating on social media

PUBLISHED 3 DECEMBER 2022

A video clip on social media showed a young woman
who was beaten, forced to confess to being a “military
informant,” and later shot dead on a pavement spread.

The video clip is only more than 3 minutes long and
does not include the exact location of the incident but
those shared the video clip wrote that the incident took
place in Tamu and was done by Tamu PDF (People
Defense Forces) No.4 Battalion.

According to the preliminary video, the young woman was a Non-CDM (Civil Disobedience
Movement) teacher. Her name and the place of this incident are still unknown. The woman in
the video was handcuffed, beaten, and forced to confess as an informer to the ruling military.

She was beaten, slapped, and kicked in the video clip. An interrogator asked the woman “Do
you like money that much?” A woman was among the interrogators. The young woman in tears
replied that she wasn’t a military informer and that she didn’t know what to say to please the
interrogators.

Later, her handcuffs were removed and her eyes were covered with a black mask. She was
orced to kneel on the pavement and was told to raise her arms. Soon after, she was brutally
shot dead four times. Some passerby also seen in the video file at the time of the incident.
Further comment could be made concerning the incident as contact was unavailable with the
locals from Tamu.
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The video file has also been posted on the Han Nyein Oo Telegram channel, which is well-
known among those who write news in support of the ruling military.

According to the data collected by both sides, there are about 6,000 deaths of unarmed
civilians in the conflicts occurred after February 1, 2021.

Due to the assassination attempts in entire Myanmar, there are a total of 4,037 deaths
including ward administrators, government staff, monks, nuns, civilians accused as military
informers, members of Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) and some political
parties members till October 31, 2022, and among the deaths, there are more than 100
children included, according to the statement issued by the State Administration Council (SAC).
On the other hand, Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) issued that there are
2,553 deaths till December 2, 2022 by the shooting of security forces.

Among the 4,000 deaths accused as being military informers in entire Myanmar till March,
2022, 1,327 deaths were USDP members and its supporters. As of October 31, 2022, a total of
67 monks, and a nun, 40 education staff and 13 health workers were killed. Among the 67
monks who were killed, 3 were from Kachin State, one from Chin State, 29 from Sagaing
Region, 14 from Magway Region, 11 from Mandalay Region, 3 from Yangon Region, one from
Ayeyawaddy Region, one from Bago Region, and 4 from Mon State while a nun was from
Magway Region.

Among the 40 education staff who were killed, one each from Nay Pyi Taw and Chin State, 19
from Sagaing Region, 2 each from Taninthayi Region and Bago Region,8 from Magway Region, 5
from Mandalay Region, one each from Yangon Region and Shan State. Among the 13 health
workers who were killed, 6 from Sagaing Region, 3 from Magway Region, 2 from Mandalay
Region, one each from Mon State and Shan State. There were 19 health workers who were
injured, and the highest number was 10 from Sagaing Region, it is said.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/a-young-woman-beaten-shot-dead-and-was-forced-to-
make-a-confession-that-she-was-a-military

Myanmar’s Civilian NUG Condemns Extrajudicial Killing of Accused Junta Informant
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) said Monday it would severely punish
any members of the People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) found guilty of executing a civilian woman
in Tamu Township, Sagaing Region.

The NUG’s move came after a video clip went viral on social media in which a woman accused
of being a junta informant and a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia member is shown being
beaten and shot dead on a road by a number of armed people.
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Local people said the killing happened in June, and that the woman was a junta informant who
provided information that led to the arrest and killing in detention of a local PDF member.

However, The Irrawaddy could not independently verify whether or not the victim was a junta
informant and militia member.

Since early December, the video has been circulating widely on pro-regime accounts on
Telegram and other social media platforms, accompanied by messages labeling the PDFs as
terrorists.

In addition to the condemnation from regime supporters, the video has drawn criticism from
human rights groups and activists.

U Naing Htoo Aung, the secretary of the NUG’s Defense Ministry and an official of the Tamu-
PDF, admitted via a local media outlet that Battalion (4) of the Tamu-PDF was responsible for
the extrajudicial execution of the woman.

“This is in contravention of the code of conduct and rules of engagement laid down by the
Ministry of Defense,” the NUG said in a statement.

It added that it has directed relevant officials to urgently investigate the incident in detail to
find out which PDF members were involved and which rules of engagement were violated.

“If anyone is found to be in breach of any of the rules stipulated by law, a severe penalty will be
imposed on those found guilty as this is an unacceptable situation,” the NUG said.

It said PDF forces must act in accordance with military law and procedures in their endeavor to
carry out the People’s Defensive Revolution and to counter terrorism.

The NUG also reminded PDF and People’s Police Force members not to fall into the trap of
acting like the forces of the terrorist military council by committing atrocities and barbaric acts.

“The revolution is combating inhumane acts of the military fascists and so must not at any time
act like the military by committing crimes against humanity and performing inhuman acts,” the
NUG said.

Concerning the execution of the woman, NUG Human Rights Minister U Aung Myo Min said on
his Facebook that “In the revolution against the bloodthirsty terrorist military, it is necessary for
[resistance members] to comply with rules and procedures.”

On Monday, the NUG also pledged to do its utmost to prevent such incidents from happening
again anywhere in the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-nug-condemns-extrajudicial-
killing-of-accused-junta-informant.html
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NUG opens probe into brutal killing of woman by members of its resistance force

A video circulated on social media captures the execution of a 25-year-old unarmed woman in
Sagaing who guerrilla forces allege was a military collaborator

Khin Yi Yi Zaw | Published on Dec 6, 2022

&F A screenshot from the video of the execution circulated on
social media.

Warning: Within this article is a detailed description of a
q killing which may be upsetting to some readers.
.

€ Myanmar’s publicly mandated National Unity Government

(NUG) has been carrying out a probe into the execution of a
civilian by members of a resistance force under its command near Sagaing Region’s border with
India.

A video emerged on social media over the weekend in which around a dozen armed men and
women are seen beating a woman before shooting her dead in the middle of a road.

Naing Htoo Aung, secretary of the NUG’s defence ministry, told Myanmar Now on Monday that
the incident happened in the town of Tamu in June and that at least some of the alleged
perpetrators belonged to the 4th Battalion of the Tamu District chapter of the anti-junta
People’s Defence Force (PDF).

He said that the ministry is investigating the killing and has directed the battalion commander
to place three members who were involved—two men and one woman—in detention.

Further details regarding both the probe and how the NUG will take action against the other
PDF members seen in the video were still unclear at the time of reporting. Naing Htoo Aung
also said that the ministry was not aware of the incident prior to the video’s circulation on
social media.

The victim in the more than three minutes of footage was identified as 25-year-old Aye Mar
Tun. Members of the resistance force are seen repeatedly punching her in the head, kicking
her, pulling her hair and hitting her with a rifle butt, all while she is handcuffed.

Her face swollen, she is seen crying and begging them to stop.
A woman slaps her and orders her to admit she was an informant.

To this she replies, “l wasn’t,” before her speaking becomes inaudible due to the continued
abuse.

One of the armed individuals is heard saying to another member who attacked her, “You don’t
need to punch her that much.”
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He then says to the victim, “You like money that much, huh?” in a reference to the allegation
that she had worked for the military.

After the beating, the perpetrators blindfold Aye Mar Tun by placing a black face mask over her
eyes, and remove her handcuffs. They then order her to kneel in the middle of a road and to
put both of her hands behind her head.

Using a rifle, a member of the group then shoots her once from behind at close range, only the
barrel of the gun visible in the video’s frame. Aye Mar Tun immediately falls forward. The
gunman then walks over to her body, and, standing over her, shoots her in the head four more
times, leaving her skull visibly broken.

At this point, the footage ends.

“We cannot accept such a hideous [crime]. Even if they want to take action against the woman,
it must be in line with the code of conduct or they must form a tribunal,” the NUG’s Naing Htoo
Aung said.

He attributed the primary cause of such problems to a “lack of precautions” taken by resistance
forces, and a failure to adhere to the code of conduct imposed by the NUG’s defence ministry.

He also claimed that the PDF members had been acting in retaliation for the killing of one of
their resistance group members by junta personnel, an attack in which Aye Mar Tun was
accused of being involved.

Members of Tamu PDF’s Battalion 1 are seen in July (Tamu PDF
Battalion 1)

There are at least 18 armed resistance groups—both
independent forces and those under the NUG’s command—
: based in Tamu Township, including the 4th Battalion of the
SRR Tamu PDF, which is implicated in the execution in question.

A spokesperson from the Tamu Township People’s Defence Team (PDT)—also known by its
Burmese acronym of Pa Ka Pha—which oversees the local PDF’s 4th battalion, said that his
group would follow NUG’s guidance in determining how to hold the resistance force members
accountable.

The Tamu Township PDT spokesperson alleged that the slain woman was a member of the Pyu
Saw Htee militia, which is trained and armed by the Myanmar army. He claimed that she had
been involved in the arrest and killing of a 17-year-old member of the Tamu PDF in April of this
year.

He said that members of the resistance forces had captured Aye Mar Tun because she had been
accused of attempting to gather intelligence on the location of resistance forces’ camps in the
area.
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“We arrested her and then questioned her to make sure. She became afraid and tried to seize a
gun [from a resistance force member]. And then this incident happened unexpectedly,” the PDT
spokesperson said, referring to her killing.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently verify his claims.

A source close to the Tamu PDF said that junta troops overran six resistance camps in Tamu
Township, including two belonging to PDF battalions, in mid-November. The soldiers obtained
the video file of Aye Mar Tun’s execution from a mobile phone seized at one of the camps.

The video was first posted on social media by an unidentified Facebook account on November
19, but was later deleted. On December 3, the video was circulating on Telegram channels
among pro-military users.

The NUG said in a statement on Monday that the incident was “in contravention of the code of
conduct and rules and engagement” it had laid out.

“If anyone is found to be in breach of any of the rules stipulated by law, a severe penalty will be
imposed on those found guilty, as this is an unacceptable situation,” the statement said.

Vowing to prevent such incidents from happening again, the NUG warned all armed
organisations and anti-junta law enforcement groups under the NUG’s command “not to fall
into the trap of acting like the forces of the terrorist military council by committing atrocities
and barbarities.”

During a cabinet meeting on Tuesday, NUG Prime Minister Mahn Win Khaing Than urged
defence minister Yee Mon to inform all resistance force members that they could not be
“lawless” and “lack consideration” like junta soldiers.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nug-opens-probe-into-brutal-killing-of-woman-by-
members-of-its-resistance-force

Myanmar military shoots, kills elderly civilians during Sagaing raid

Four people, including two with intellectual disabilities, are found with fatal bullet wounds after
a junta attack on a Shwebo Township village

Thura Maung | Published on Dec 6, 2022

The bodies of five people between the ages of 50 and 90 were found in a Shwebo Township
village last week following a junta raid on the community, locals said.

A 70-soldier column arrived in Ma Au Pin—21 miles west of Shwebo town in Sagaing Region—
on the afternoon of November 30, shooting into the village and setting fire to homes until
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10pm when they departed. Its residents fled across the Mu River to Depayin Township,
returning only the next day.

A local tries to put out fires set by the military in Ma Au
Pin village in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region, on
December 1 (Myanmar Now)

“Nobody was attacking [the soldiers] but they started
raiding the village after firing 30 to 40 heavy artillery
shells,” a Ma Au Pin resident told Myanmar Now,
adding that they “immediately” started torching
houses.

Four of those who were later found dead had fatal bullet wounds, according to the villagers
who discovered their bodies, noting that they had been unable to escape when the military
came.

Three of the individuals—Tin Nyo, 60; Kan Nyein, 55; and Kyaw Oo, 50—appeared to have been
shot at close range.

The aforementioned Ma Au Pin resident said that Kyaw Oo had been shot in the head,
speculating that he was executed after his mother, 70-year-old Daw Win, was killed “by one of
the military’s random shots” when the troops entered the village.

“The mother and the son were hiding in their house and Kyaw Oo was likely captured when he
came out of hiding after he saw his mother get killed,” the local man said.

He described two of the victims, Tin Nyo and Kan Nyein, as both having intellectual disabilities.

“Kan Nyein was homeless, so he ate and slept on the road and carried all his belongings with
him in a school bag,” he explained, adding that he was found dead in the bushes. “Even a man
like him wasn’t spared. | think they shot him through his mouth, judging by the way that there
was a hole in the back of his head.”

No bullet wound was found on the body of Than Pu, 90, who was hiding in the village’s
monastery at the time of the attack and is believed to have died from shock.

Some 110 of Ma Au Pin’s 400 households were destroyed in the military raid.

“Our village does not have any armed resistance groups or personnel, but we weren’t spared.
They just torched houses at random,” said a local who lost his home. “We’ve lost everything
that we owned.”

After leaving Ma Au Pin, the junta column advanced to neighbouring Sin Inn village—a half mile
east—on the night of November 30, where they reportedly continued the arson attack.

At the time of reporting, the military was still occupying Sin Inn.
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Additional reporting by Moe Oo.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-shoots-kills-elderly-civilians-
during-sagaing-raid

Myanmar Junta Increases Arson Attacks in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

Myanmar’s regime is increasingly torching villages in Sagaing Region even where there is no
fighting with resistance forces, according to rebel groups.

Since October junta troops appear to be trying to cut off support for resistance forces while
avoiding confrontation, according to Ko Nway Oo, the head of the Civil Defence and Security
Organization in Myaung.

“They do it to stop people from supporting us before dry-season offensives,” Ko Nway Oo told
The Irrawaddy.

By August an estimated 38,434 houses have been burned down by junta forces across the
country since the 2021 coup, according to Data for Myanmar, an independent research group
that monitors the regime.

Sagaing has suffered the heaviest arson damage with around 20,153 houses torched by junta
forces. Neighboring Magwe Region, another resistance stronghold, has lost around 5,418
properties in regime arson attacks.

In Myaung Township more than 48 houses from five villages were burned in October but an
estimated 1,004 houses were torched in November as 10 whole villages were burned down,
according to Ko Nway Oo. He said the junta was trying to divide people from the resistance

groups.

A Tigyaing People’s Defense Force (PDF) spokesman agreed, saying troops were carrying out
arson attacks in the township despite months without any clashes.

Laythar village in Tigyaing Township after a regime raid on
December 1. / Tigyaing Revolution

More than 400 houses in seven Tigyaing Township villages have
been burned down in eight days from November 25, according
to the Homalin Township Public Administration Organization,
which works with the civilian National Unity Government.

Initially, troops destroyed the houses of PDF and National
League for Democracy members and their relatives.
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But all houses have been targeted in the last six months, according to Ko Phoe Zay of the
Salingyi Special Task Force.

Around 170 troops burned down nine villages in Salingyi Township within a week. Two women
older than 80, who could not escape, were burned to death in Sar Htone village on December 1.

Troops in civilian clothes torched Yay Maine south and north villages on Monday, destroying
around 70 houses, according to a villager.

“Dogs who follow Min Aung Hlaing burned down our houses. They only ruin people’s lives,” the
villager said.

Around 15,000 villagers from Shan Kine, Owne Taw and 12 other villages had fled their homes
by Tuesday, according to the task force.

And junta reinforcements continue to arrive in Sagaing Region by land and water, according to
PDFs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-increases-arson-attacks-in-
sagaing.html

Troops capture 25 youths returning to their village in Myanmar’s Sagaing region

The Shwebo township locals ran into a military column when they came back to check on the
situation.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.12.06

Residents of Khin-U township, 24 kilometers (15 miles)
north of Shwebo township, in Myanmar’s Sagaing
region flee their villages ahead of military raids in a
photo taken on Nov. 19, 2022. Khin-U township
Information Group

A group of 25 youths from Sagaing region’s Shwebo
township has been captured by junta troops,

according to locals.

The young men, mostly aged between 13 and 20, fled Tha But Taw village due to fighting
between junta forces and local People’s Defense Forces (PDFs). They ran into a military
column of around 80 troops as they returned to check on the situation there on Sunday.

The troops took them to Yone Thar village on the other side of the Mu River and they have
not been released, a resident -- who did not want to be named for security reasons -- told
RFA.
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“They were asked to carry military equipment when they were arrested, after that we did
not hear anything,” the local said.

“They were fleeing the fighting, but were arrested when they met the military convoy after
they came back to see their village’s situation.”

Locals said they did not know if the youths were involved with a local PDF, taken to be used
as porters or captured to be used as hostages or human shields.

Tha But Taw village has 200 houses and normally has around 500 residents, who fled before
the military column arrived. The troops did not burn houses in the village but stole valuables,
according to a local woman, who also asked not to be named.

“We forgot to take our valuables like some gold and hand phones because we were running
to escape,” she said.

“All of them were taken and almost all the houses were ransacked. So far, we have not dared
to return to the village and | haven’t heard any news about the young men.”

RFA’s calls to the junta spokesman for Sagaing region Aye Hlaing, who is also the region’s
Minister for Social Affairs, went unanswered on Tuesday.

Sagaing region has seen fierce fighting between junta troops and PDFs since the military
toppled Myanmar’s democratically elected government in a Feb.1, 2021 coup.

In the past 22 months, the region has seen the third highest number of arrests in the
country, behind only Yangon and Mandalay, according to the Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners.

AAPP figures show there have been 16,520 arrests nationwide since last year’s coup, with
more than 13,000 people still in detention.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-youths-captured-12062022052019.html

Myanmar Junta Detains Former Kachin Baptist Leader
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

The Myanmar military regime detained former Kachin Baptist Convention (KBC) president Dr.
Hkalam Samson at the airport in Kachin State’s capital, Myitkyina, in northern Myanmar on
Monday evening.

The Baptist faith leader left Myitkyina for Mandalay to fly to Bangkok on Monday morning. At
the airport in Mandalay he was briefly detained and told he was barred from leaving the
country. His two traveling companions were however allowed to fly to Bangkok.
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Dr. Hkalam Samson was released at noon and put on a flight back to Myitkyina, where he was
detained on arrival at the city’s airport, a source close to him told The Irrawaddy.

Dr. Hkalam Samson

“He was taken by [military officials] from Northern
Command. We are not yet allowed to see him,” a source
close to him told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday morning.

The reason for the arrest is not yet known. The regime has
been launching attacks, including air raids, in Kachin State,
claiming that the state’s ethnic Kachin Independence Army
has been helping anti-regime resistance forces in Kachin and neighboring Sagaing Region. The
Kachin Independence Organization (KIO), the political wing of the KIA, said the KBC has nothing
to do with the KIA.

The KBC has called for the immediate release of its former leader, who still serves as an adviser
to the religious body.

In 2019, the Myanmar military’s Northern Command attempted to open a lawsuit against Dr.
Hkalam Samson for telling US President Donald Trump about the military’s religious oppression
of ethnic minorities in the country. But the case was dropped on the orders of military chief
Min Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-detains-former-kachin-baptist-
leader.html

Around 20 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Kayah: Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 December 2022

At least 20 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed and four others captured alive in a
heavy clash with resistance forces in Demoso Township, Kayah State, on Saturday.

Regime forces attempted to re-occupy villages on the Demoso-Nanmekhon road which were
seized by resistance groups in the last week of November.

Kone Thar, Thay Su Lal, Pu Phar, Daw Ka Mee and other villages had been seized by the regime
forces over six months and they had to abandon the villages a few days ago due to the attacks
from resistance forces.

On Saturday morning more than 100 troops attempted to raid Daw Ka Mee.

Troops based in Demoso shelled in support of ground forces and a fighter jet attacked
resistance forces, said the KNDF.
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During a daylong battle, resistance fighters reported seeing at least 20 dead junta soldiers. Four
soldiers and weapons and ammunition were seized, a KNDF spokesman told The Irrawaddy on
Monday.

Four junta soldiers seized in Demoso Township on Saturday. /
KNDF

The troops were from Infantry Battalion 108 that massacred 35
civilians, including women, children and two Save the Children
staff, near Moso village in Hpruso Township, Kayah State, on
December 24 last year.

The spokesman said the four detained soldiers are being treated and interrogated.
Three junta bases in Demoso continued to shell the area until Monday.

The KNDF asked people to avoid the road and urged displaced residents not to return to their
homes as more clashes are expected.

In November an estimated 43 regime soldiers were killed and three others injured during
around 28 clashes with resistance forces in Kayah State. Only two resistance fighters were
killed, the KNDF reported.

Two civilians were killed and 34 injured and 57 civilian buildings were destroyed by junta
shelling last month, the group said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/around-20-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-kayah-
resistance.html

Karenni forces capture soldiers linked to last year’s Christmas Eve massacre

The soldiers belonged to a unit that arrived in Karenni State just days before it witnessed one of
the worst mass killings since the coup

Esther J | Published on Dec 6, 2022

Four regime soldiers captured by Karenni resistance forces in on
December 3 (KNDF)

Four soldiers accused of taking part in one of the worst atrocities
= committed by Myanmar’s military since it seized power nearly two years
ago were captured in battle on Saturday, according to a Karenni resistance group.

The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF) said that the soldiers—a sergeant, two
corporals, and a private—were taken prisoner following a clash in Karenni (Kayah) State’s
Demoso Township that also left 20 regime troops dead.
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The group said that the captives were members of Light Infantry Battalion (LIB) 108, a unit
under the command of the notorious Light Infantry Division (LID) 66.

The LIB 108 troops were transferred to Karenni State from their base in Ayeyarwady Region’s
Danubyu Township on December 19 of last year—just days before at least 40 civilians, including
children, were burned to death in LID 66 custody near the village of Moso on Christmas Eve.

According to KNDF spokesperson Khu Reedu, who is also the group’s Secretary 3, the soldiers
captured in the village of Dungkame (Dawkame) on Saturday admitted to their involvement in
the massacre.

“They confessed to the crime themselves,” said Khu Reedu, adding that the prisoners would be
handed over to the Karenni State Police (KSP), a resistance law enforcement agency, and
detained in accordance with international law.

Myanmar Now was unable to speak to the prisoners or regime officials regarding the KNDF
spokesperson’s claims.

Investigators who inspected the site of the mass killing said they found the charred remains of
26 men and five women, including two aid workers, among more than a dozen vehicles
consumed by fire. Many more bodies were reduced to ash and collected in bags.

Local residents and resistance forces accused the LID 66 troops of deliberately starting the
inferno, but the regime claimed that it was caused by the accidental explosion of fuel
containers loaded on some of the vehicles.

The KSP and the shadow National Unity Government’s Ministry of Human Rights said that plans
were underway to prosecute regime officials for the incident, but no details about the progress
of the proceedings were available.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/karenni-forces-capture-soldiers-linked-to-last-years-
christmas-eve-massacre

IDPs pressured to return to their homes forced to flee again

Groups working with displaced villagers in eastern Myanmar say the military is using them to
create a false impression of restored stability

Esther J | Published on Dec 5, 2022

Many internally displaced persons (IDPs) who have returned to their homes under pressure
from Myanmar’s military continue to face unsafe conditions, sources in the affected areas have
reported.
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Residents of Nan Mei Khon in Karenni State flee their
homes on November 29 (Supplied)

Last week, returnees in Karenni (Kayah) State and southern
Shan State were forced to flee again amid fresh clashes,
according to an officer of the Karenni IDPs Humanitarian Aid
Network, a local relief group.

Residents of the town of Nan Mei Khon and the villages of Kyun Taw, Pu Hpar, and Thay Su Lel
Ywar Thit, where around a third of inhabitants have returned since last month, fled fighting
between the military and local defence forces last Tuesday, the officer told Myanmar Now.

“The military negotiated with an ethnic armed group to get the locals to return. Most who did
were military supporters, anyway, so they just did as they were told,” he said.

One Kyun Taw villager who did not return said that local administrators started pushing
residents to go back to their homes about a month ago, despite ongoing clashes between the
military and resistance forces in the area.

“The military said that it could no longer take responsibility for the safety of locals if they didn’t
return to their villages, and warned them that their houses would be destroyed if they didn’t go
back,” said the villager.

She added that she decided not to return because of safety concerns, after hearing of at least
two fatal incidents involving landmines—one in Thay Su Lel Ywar Thit, where a man was
reportedly killed on November 16, and another on November 27 near Moebye in southern Shan
State, where the victims were three children.

Struggling to survive

Many who have returned have also found little remains of their former lives. One man who
went back to his home village of Sao Nang Khe in Shan State’s Pekhon Township said that only
eight of its 60 homes were still standing after the military carried out a major offensive in the
area in May that displaced tens of thousands of people following an attack on a nearby junta
base.

“We came back because the Kayan organisation said we could once the area had been cleared,”
he said, referring to the Kayan New Land Army, an armed group allied to the Myanmar military.

He added that around half of the village’s roughly 300 inhabitants have returned, most of them
living in makeshift shelters. Meanwhile, with junta forces stationed nearby, there is almost
constant fear of renewed clashes, he said.

“We are always on the alert now,” he told Myanmar Now. “We don’t know if conditions are
going to get better or worse.”
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He said that while the military has assured them that they will be left alone if they mind their
own business, residents still have to struggle to survive.

“We don’t feel safe yet, even though it’s more convenient to stay in our own homes. But we
have to build our lives back up from scratch again. They didn’t leave so much as a spoon
behind,” he said of soldiers that raided the village in May.

To get by, he said, some residents were helping the Kayan New Land Army build a security
checkpoint in exchange for rice, oil and salt rations.

Sao Nang Khe is one of seven villages in the Lwal Paw village tract, located east of the Pekhon
Dam, that saw some residents start to resettle in late October.

According to one other resident of the area, most remain tentative about the current situation.

“l don’t think many expect to stay here for good. Most are just tending to their fields and
keeping their ears open, so they can decide what to do and where to go next,” he said.

IDP photo-op

Meanwhile, human rights workers in Karen (Kayin) State say that recent images of IDPs
returning to their homes near a base that was taken back from resistance forces late last month
were staged for propaganda purposes.

On November 28, the regime announced that it had regained control of the Thay Baw Boe base
and the surrounding area after a prolonged aerial campaign.

The Karen National Union (KNU) and its allies had captured the base, located along the road
from Myawaddy to Waw Lay in Myawaddy Township, in May.

When the military launched airstrikes in a bid to retake the base, residents of several villages in
the area, including Thay Baw Boe, Waw Lay, Falu, and Kyauk Khat, were forced to flee.

Days after finally succeeding in this months-long effort, the regime filmed villagers returning to
Thay Baw Boe to suggest that peace had been restored.

However, according to Saw Nandar Suu, the spokesperson for the Karen Human Rights Group
(KHRG), most residents have not, in fact, returned to the village.

“The locals were just doing what they were ordered to do. They have no faith in the regime,
and they know that they are not safe yet. They are still afraid to go back to their homes,” he
said.

Only a handful of the people who were photographed returning to Thay Baw Boe were
residents of the village, he added. The rest were IDPs from other villages who were sent back to
their respective camps after the photo-op.
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According to state media reports, 437 locals from Thay Baw Boe and other villages in the area
returned to their homes in the last three days of November. They also claimed that the military
was providing food, household supplies and healthcare for the locals.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/idps-pressured-to-return-to-their-homes-forced-to-
flee-again

Tensions remain high in Rakhine State despite military, AA truce

Forces from both sides are still deployed in several northern townships following an informal
suspension of hostilities

Thein San | Published on Dec 6, 2022

AA forces in Kachin State in 2017 (Myanmar Now)

A temporary ceasefire agreed to by Myanmar’s military
and the Arakan Army (AA) late last month has done
little to ease tensions in northern Rakhine State,
according to local sources.

At an online press conference on November 28, AA
. : spokesperson Khaing Thukha noted that the truce,
WhICh went into effect four days earlier, did not stipulate the withdrawal of AA troops from
their positions in the field.

“Our troops are still deployed where they were originally deployed and have just stopped
shooting. The other situations remain unchanged,” he said.

The most important development since the start of the truce has been the reopening of major
waterways that were closed in recent months amid ongoing clashes.

However, while marine connections between the state capital Sittwe and other coastal
communities have been restored, the junta is still blocking roads to and from Sittwe, locals
reported.

“The military has completely blocked the Sittwe-Kyauktan gate, so we can’t go into or out of
Sittwe at all,” said a resident of Kun Taung, a village about 15km north of Sittwe in Ponnagyun
Township.

Meanwhile, AA checkpoints also remain in place, but are not restricting inhabitants’
movements so severely, he added.

“Although the AA’s security gates are still operating in Ponnagyun, they aren’t blocking the
roads at all, so we can still travel through that area,” said the Kun Taung villager.
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Tensions are also high in other parts of the state. In Minbya and Mrauk U townships, regime
forces continue to conduct house searches and “security checks” on pedestrians, according to a
prominent Rakhine politician.

“The arson attacks and heavy artillery shelling have stopped, but they are still making arrests,”
said Pe Than, a former MP for the Arakan National Party who has been in hiding since he
was charged with incitement in September.

Asked if he expected the truce to hold, he told Myanmar Now that it was difficult to speculate,
but added that clashes could break out again “if the current situation doesn’t ease.”

In a statement released last Wednesday, the AA said it has been helping local farmers in several
townships—including Buthidaung, Rathedaung, Ponnagyun, Kyauktaw, Mrauk U and Minbya—
to harvest paddy as part of the truce agreement.

It also stated that residents of Ponnagyun previously displaced by conflict with the junta had
been resettled in their home villages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/tensions-remain-high-in-rakhine-state-despite-
military-aa-truce

Regime Occupies Koong Sar, Preventing Villagers From Harvesting Paddy
By SHAN | December 5, 2022

After the army attacked a village last week, soldiers have remained in people’s homes and the
high school, preventing the villagers who returned home after fleeing the attack from leaving
their homes and harvesting their rice fields in Hsipaw Township, northern Shan State.

The military sent 80 soldiers in about eleven trucks to attack the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) as it prepared food in Koong Sar, also called Kon Tha, to offer monks at the end of a
three-day Shan New Year celebration. Regime soldiers from Infantry Battalion (IB) 68, based at
Kho Long Bridge, three kilometres west of the village, and IB Battalion 23 from Hsipaw forced
the Shan armed group to retreat after a 30-minute battle.

Some villagers returned to Koong Sar, located on the Mandalay-Muse highway, about 10
kilometres east of Hsipaw town, after four days of fighting between the groups ended, only to
find themselves regulated to their homes.

“It is time to harvest our rice and sesame crops, but we cannot go to our fields. Because there
are soldiers staying in the houses of our village and in the surrounding area, we are afraid of
being shot or arrested,” said a woman who wished to remain anonymous because she feared
for her life.
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IDPs sheltering at a temple in Hsipaw. Photo: SHRF

High school students have not been able to attend classes
since the army invaded the village, which caused about 700
residents of Koong Sar and surrounding villages to flee to
Hsipaw town.

A man, who also requested anonymity for security reasons,
said the villagers need help to repair the 14 houses damaged
by shells and bullets during the clashes. Fortunately, no civilians were hurt when the violence
happened.

“Although the soldiers still occupy our village, we risked returning because there wasn’t enough
food and space in the camp (in Hsipaw town),” he said, explaining that they only had one sack
of rice for 300 people (from Koong Sar) and very few vegetables to eat.

The man wants the army to leave so they can get on with their lives again.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25630

Myanmar Resistance Inflicts More Casualties on Junta Forces
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

The Myanmar junta’s military suffered casualties as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) and
an ethnic armed organization (EAQ) attacked regime targets across the country.

Incidents were reported in Kachin and Mon states and Sagaing, Magwe and Mandalay regions.
The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs and the EAO.
Some military casualties could not be independently verified.

Clash breaks out in Kachin

KIA troops during a clash with regime forces in northern
Shan State in 2013. / The Irrawaddy

A clash between regime troops and a combined force of
Kachin Independence Army members and fighters from
several PDF groups broke out in Hpakant Township, Kachin
State on Monday, according to local Kachin media outlets.

2 © TRRAWADDY
wwwwww rawaddy.org

Around 80 troops raided Hmawbon Village in the township,
sparking an hourlong clash with resistance forces, the media reported, citing residents.

Casualty figures were not known for either side.
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Junta forces bombed by PDF drones in Sagaing

Resistance force Bo Ba Taw said it and other PDF groups used drones to drop bombs on regime
forces torching houses in Yin Kyay Village in Depayin Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday.

After suffering casualties, the regime forces dispersed, hiding in civilian houses.

The PDF groups said they stopped their drone strikes as residents are also trapped in the
houses.

A PDF aerial video shows blasts in the village after a drone drops bombs.
Military checkpoint attacked in Mandalay

Resistance group Myingyan District PDF Battalion (6) claimed that it and three other PDF groups
used three 40-mm bombs to attack a military checkpoint at the entrance of Ngazun Town in
Mandalay Region on Monday morning.

Military casualties were unknown.
PDF drones attack pro-regime militia members stealing peanut crop in Magwe

At least three pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were injured in Pakokku Township,
Magwe Region on Monday morning when Myaing-PDF conducted drone strikes on 20 pro-
regime militia members stealing the peanut crop of civilian farmers displaced by junta raids.

The militia members from Nyaung Jit Pin and Ye Lar villages used around 20 forced laborers to
harvest the crop, the PDF group said.

The group said it halted the drone attacks to avoid harming civilians. After being attacked, the
militia members randomly opened fire.

Junta-run ward administration office bombed in Mon
The entrance to the town of Mudon, Mon State / CJ

A junta informant was killed and another ward administration
member was injured in the town of Mudon, Mon State on Monday
when resistance fighters of Mudon-PDF threw a bomb into a regime-
run ward administration office, the PDF group claimed.

The group said the attack was a part of Operation Nann Htike Aung
against regime targets.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-resistance-inflicts-more-
casualties-on-junta-forces.html
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Myanmar Junta and Pakistan Boost Military Ties
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

Senior Pakistan defense official Colonel Imran Khan visited the Myanmar capital Naypyitaw last
week to discuss military cooperation with the junta, according to sources familiar with his visit.

Colonel Khan’s two-day visit from November 29 to December 1 is the latest sign of the growing
defense ties between Islamabad and Naypyitaw. The military regime did not comment on the
attaché’s visit and no details of what was discussed have emerged.

A 10-member team from the Myanmar Air Force (MAF) is currently in Pakistan undergoing
training for four weeks on precision targeting in air operations and on the JF-17 jet fighter,
which was jointly developed by China and Pakistan.

The training is believed to be an attempt to fix the problems that have left the MAF’s JF-
17’s grounded due to technical malfunctions.

Myanmar bought 16 JF-17’s from China. The first batch of six aircraft was delivered in 2018, but
details about the delivery date for the other 10 remain unclear. Myanmar was the first country
to buy the JF-17.

The MAF has also procured JF-17 Block-Il aircraft from Pakistan to bolster its strength. With the
Myanmar military’s ground forces under pressure from the resistance, the junta is increasingly
reliant on air strikes to counter People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and ethnic armed organizations

(EAO).

The Pakistan Embassy in Yangon didn’t respond to The Irrawaddy’s request for a comment.

Pakistan is one of just a handful of countries that maintain military relations with the Myanmar
regime.

In September last year, a high-level delegation from Pakistan’s defense ministry visited
Myanmar. They are believed to have held talks with Myanmar’s military leaders on advanced
ordnance technology, aircraft repair and maintenance, and naval munitions. The visit was not
publicized by either side.

Relations between Islamabad and Naypyitaw were strained by the Rohingya crisis of 2017,
when more than 700,000 Rohingya Muslims fled to neighboring Bangladesh after the Myanmar
military launched clearance operations in northern Rakhine State in response to attacks by
Rohingya guerrillas on police outposts.

Analysts believe that in the light of the changing political landscape in Myanmar, Pakistani
officials have decided to reach out to the junta to revive relations, as the Myanmar regime is in
need of weapons such as air-to-surface missiles to crackdown on PDFs and EAOs.
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Normally, the junta buys arms from Russia and China. But with international sanctions imposed
on the regime, China can use Pakistan as a proxy to continue its assistance to the Myanmar
military, analysts said.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-and-pakistan-boost-military-
ties.html

Myanmar Junta Takes Delivery of FTC-2000G Fighter Jets from China
By THE IRRAWADDY | 5 December 2022

Myanmar’s military regime has taken delivery of six FTC-2000G fighter jets purchased from
China, according to Myanmar-based observers monitoring the regime’s air force.

The six fighter jets arrived in November and are currently being checked over at Meiktila
airbase in Mandalay Region before their deployment to Namhsan airbase in southern Shan
State, according to regime air force sources. The jets are likely to be used in the regime’s
ongoing airstrikes against civilians and resistance forces fighting alongside ethnic armed groups
across the country.

The six FTC-2000Gs will apparently replace the military’s K-8 light fighter jets jointly developed
by China and Pakistan, said observers.

Designed and manufactured by Guizhou Aviation Industry Corporation under the supervision of
state-owned aerospace and defense firm Aviation Industry Corporation of China, the FTC-
2000G is a light multi-role trainer and combat aircraft. It is capable of carrying up to 3 tons of
missiles, rockets or bombs and tasked mainly with airstrikes against ground targets, according
to aerospace news portal Defense World.

It can also be used for flight training, aerial surveillance, patrol missions, reconnaissance,
electronic warfare, close-in air support, and air escort missions.

The FTC-2000G is in service with the Navy and Air Force of the People’s Liberation Army and
costs USS8.5 million per unit.

The intermediary for the FTC-2000Gs’ purchase from China was weapons dealer Dr. Naing Htut
Aung, director of Gateways Hong Kong Ltd, according to Justice for Myanmar, a human rights
group monitoring junta businesses.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-takes-delivery-of-ftc-2000g-fighter-
jets-from-china.html
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Russian Trade Delegation Signs Seven Agreements With Myanmar Junta
By THE IRRAWADDY | 6 December 2022

A second Russian trade delegation in a month is visiting Naypyitaw to boost bilateral economic
ties.

After talks with Myanmar junta boss Min Aung Hlaing and his ministers, Russian economic
development minister Maxim Reshetnikov met business owners and signed seven agreements.
No details were provided by the junta but Russian state news agency Tass reported that a joint
protocol on trade, disease control, education and science was signed.

Min Aung Hlaing and Reshetnikov discussed technical cooperation in arable and livestock
farming and iron and steel, pharmaceuticals, mining and energy production, according to the
junta’s media.

The two also discussed direct flights to develop tourism.

In November it was agreed that Yangon flights to Vladivostok, Novosibirsk and Krasnoyarsk with
Myanmar Airways International would begin next year. The junta’s Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism has been providing Russian lessons to staff to cater for Russian visitors.

HE INTERGOVERNMENTALR%S:I’AN-MYANMARCOMMISSION A Slgn'ng Ceremony between RUSSIa and Myanmar

TRADE AND ECONOMIC COOPERATION

They also discussed the formation of Myanmar-Russian
Friendship and Cooperation Associations in Myanmar and
plans to boost bilateral cultural cooperation.

In November a Roscongress Foundation delegation was sent
by Vladimir Putin to Myanmar.

A third Intergovernmental Russian-Myanmar Commission on Trade and Economic Cooperation
was held in Naypyitaw this week, following on from the Eastern Economic Forum held in
Vladivostok in September.

The Russian authorities reported that agreements were signed on the trade of Russian oil, fertilizers,
seeds and sunflower oil and Myanmar’s rice, seafood, fruit, vegetables and other goods.

The junta media reported that a memorandum of understanding was signed between the Bank
of Russia and Central Bank of Myanmar.

The EU-sanctioned trade minister Dr Kan Zaw, who also signed deals with the Russian
delegation in November, said the agreements would boost opportunities for cooperation.

The Russian-Myanmar Economic Forum was attended by representatives from over 100 Russian
companies and some 200 business owners from Myanmar. The junta’s commerce minister
Aung Naing Oo attended the forum.
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At the forum cooperation in energy, mining, agriculture, finance, banking, information
technology, pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, hotels and tourism were reportedly
discussed.

Relations between the two regimes are strengthening amid increasing international isolation,
especially since the meeting between Putin and Min Aung Hlaing in September.

Faced with a budget deficit amid civil war, economic decline and the withdrawal of foreign
investment, Myanmar’s junta is increasingly reliant on Moscow for weapons, diplomatic
support, trade and investment.

Russian trade, investment, education, defense, hotels and tourism delegations have visited
Naypyitaw in the past month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/the-world-myanmar/russian-trade-delegation-signs-seven-
agreements-with-myanmar-junta.html
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