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Myanmar junta troops have killed 308 women and girls, 12 were raped first: NUCC
Nine-year-old among seven killed in junta raid on birthplace of Myanmar archbishop
Resistance Fighters Destroy Notorious Myanmar Junta Outpost in Magwe

Resistance forces kill four in attack on Pyu Saw Htee in Pakokku

Over 70 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

KNU Taking Fight to Myanmar Junta in Tanintharyi

Myanmar Military and Arakan Army Agree Temporary Truce in Rakhine State

Informal ceasefire with Myanmar military ‘not permanent’ solution, Arakan Army says
HUMANITARIAN CEASEFIRE: A well-earned respite for war-weary AA and the junta but how long will it last?
Northern Shan State resistance force kills six former members branded as ‘traitors’
SSPP Clash With Burma Army In Hsipaw

Regime Attacks SSPP During Shan New Year In Hsipaw
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Myanmar junta troops have killed 308 women and girls, 12 were raped first: NUCC
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 28 November 2022

At least 308 women and girls have been killed by junta forces since the coup in February last
year, according to the National Unity Consultative Council (NUCC), a political coalition of anti-
regime bodies. Twelve of those victims, including girls, were raped before being killed, said an
NUCC statement issued Sunday (November 27).

The statement, which came two days after the UN launched “16 Days of Activism Against
Gender-Based Violence” on November 25, also demanded international action against
Myanmar’s military regime.

“Every time conflict breaks out in Myanmar, the military uses gender-based violence including
the rape of women and children as a tool,” said the NUCC, an alliance of pro-democracy forces
and ethnic armed organizations that serves as a decision-making body in Myanmar’s parallel
government.

According to data gathered by the NUCC, the junta’s police and military troops have killed 2,327
people, 308 of whom were women or girls. The data also shows the regime has arrested 16,432
people, 3,434 of whom are female.

The NUCC has also identified 12 cases where junta personnel raped women or girls before
killing them. It has logged another 40 cases in which women and children have been reported
raped, killed and their bodies burned to destroy evidence.

The NUCC said the military has adopted rape, torture and sexual abuse of civilians as a weapon
of war, and continues to commit these and other war crimes with impunity almost daily.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-have-killed-308-women-and-
girls-12-were-raped-first-nucc.html

Nine-year-old among seven killed in junta raid on birthplace of Myanmar archbishop

A previous raid on Mone Hla, the village in Khin-U Township where the Catholic Archbishop of
Yangon was born, reportedly targeted a local church

Thura Maung |Published on Nov 28, 2022

l Cardinal Charles Maung Bo poses with junta chief Min Aung
Hlaing in December 2021 (State media)

A nine-year-old child was among at least seven people killed
during a junta raid on the village of Mone Hla in northern Khin-U
Township last week, according to resistance sources.
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The village was attacked from both the ground and the air last Wednesday as part of a wider
offensive targeting several neighbouring Sagaing Region townships.

The bodies of all seven victims were recovered after junta troops left the village on Thursday
evening, sources said.

Six of the dead were resistance fighters from southern Khin-U Township who were unable to
retreat after fighting broke out, the leader of the village’s defence team told Myanmar Now.

“They weren’t from around here, so they didn’t know the area that well. They couldn’t get out
once the airstrikes began and got trapped in the eastern part of the village,” he said.

The child who was killed was shot dead from a helicopter while herding cows, he added.

Another army column also killed a 14-year-old boy in the village of Kan Tharyar, about 15km
southeast of Mone Hla, on the same day, according to local residents.

According to the Mone Hla defence team leader, the column responsible for the raid on the
village consisted of around 80 regime soldiers based in Kar Boe, a village in Kanbalu Township.

It was the same column that raided and torched the predominantly Muslim villages of Kyi Su
and Kyauk Taing the day before, he added.

He also claimed that his defence team inflicted heavy casualties on the regime forces as they
left the neighbouring village of Pin Sein Khin in Ye-U Township before reaching Mone Hla.

“We attacked them with explosives and killed seven of them. We also opened fire on them
when they tried to recover the bodies, killing 15 more,” he said.

Forced to pull back to Pin Sein Khin, the junta troops opened fire with heavy artillery, killing a
40-year-old woman named Mya who was trying to flee the conflict, he added.

After reaching Mone Hla in the evening, the regime forces burned down roughly a third of the
village, according to a resident who returned over the weekend.

“The village is now in complete ruins. They even destroyed the high school,” he said.

Mone Hla was also targeted by airstrikes in July, when three helicopters fired artillery shells at
the 700-household village, reportedly hitting a local church and other religious buildings.

The village is the birthplace of Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, the Catholic Archbishop of Yangon,
who in May of last year appealed to the military to refrain from targeting religious sites after
four people were killed by artillery fire while sheltering inside a Catholic church near the
Karenni (Kayah) capital Loikaw.

Despite continuing attacks, however, he appeared in public with junta leader Min Aung Hlaing
during last year’s Christmas holidays, provoking a strong outcry from critics.
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The cardinal, who was elected by Pope Francis in 2015, has met with the junta chief twice since
the military seized power in February 2021.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/nine-year-old-among-seven-killed-in-junta-raid-on-
birthplace-of-myanmar-archbishop

Resistance Fighters Destroy Notorious Myanmar Junta Outpost in Magwe
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 28 November 2022

At least eight junta personnel were killed when a combined force of people’s resistance groups
attacked a police outpost in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on Saturday, according to the
groups.

Members of the Young Revolution Front (YRF), Pauk People’s Defense Force (PPDF), People’s
Defence Force — Yenangyaung, and Pakokku District Battalion (7) PDF combined under the
leadership of Yaw Defense Force (YDF) to launch the attack in Kaing Lal village, 15 kilometers
south of Pauk, at 6am.

“Our combined resistance groups were able to knock out five of the outpost’s six bunkers
before destroying the police outpost by setting it on fire,” said YDF commander Ko Myat Thu,
adding that the operation was launched to secure resistance groups’ control over the area.

Resistance fighters were then forced to retreat from Kaing Lal on Saturday afternoon when
junta forces deployed an Mi35 helicopter from Northwestern Command in Monywa to attack
the village and surrounding area. The helicopter strike lasted for around 30 minutes, but no
civilians were reported killed since most residents had fled the conflict zone on Nov. 23

The airstrike was followed by a ground arson attack that destroyed at least 50 houses in Kaing
Lal after the resistance groups retreated, according to locals.

Residents said the houses were torched by regime troops and pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee militia.

They added that two children were injured by a junta artillery strike as residents returned to
the village believing the clash was over.

Two resistance fighters were killed and one wounded in the operation.

The Kaing Lal outpost was notorious as a base for junta police and military violence in southern
Pauk Township. Junta forces had torched over 600 houses in the area in the seven days up to
Saturday.

The Myaing PDF Battalion (1) responded by launching a drone strike on the nearby police
outpost in Zee Pyar village, a training base for Pyu Saw Htee militia. At least five militia
members were wounded in the attack.
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The Kaing Lal outpost had housed the police and troops responsible for torching Kinma village
in June last year, which marked the junta’s first arson attack aimed at burning an entire
settlement.

The Kaing Lal junta personnel also trained and organized Pyu Saw Htee militia groups to arrest
and kill regime opponents, civilians, and anyone suspected of PDF links. PDFs had attacked the
outpost twice previously this year, killing two soldiers in October.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-fighters-destroy-notorious-myanmar-

junta-outpost-in-magwe.html

Resistance forces kill four in attack on Pyu Saw Htee in Pakokku

Fifteen allied anti-regime groups took part in the attack, which also left at least eight members
of the pro-military militia injured

Han Thit | Published on Nov 28, 2022

Military-armed members of the Pyu Saw Htee assemble in a
village in Sagaing Region in October 2022

At least four people were killed when local defence forces
attacked a gathering of Pyu Saw Htee militia members in
Magway Region’s Pakokku Township last week, according to
resistance sources.

The incident occurred last Monday in the village of Western Bhone Kan, where a leader of the
pro-military Pyu Saw Htee had called a meeting to form a new chapter of the group.

Hundreds of resistance fighters from 15 allied defence forces took part in the assault, a
member of one of the groups involved told Myanmar Now.

“We attacked them at around noon with both light and heavy weapons, and they retaliated in
kind. The clash lasted about 20 minutes. Our goal was just to disrupt their meeting,” said Ashay
Gyi, an officer of the Earthquake People’s Defence Force (PDF).

He added that locals acting as guides assisted the resistance forces, enabling them to directly
target the Pyu Saw Htee members.

“The ones who were killed were almost certainly all members of the Pyu Saw Htee,” he said,
adding that eight others were also injured.

Bhone Kan is divided into two villages, eastern and western, both of which are regarded as Pyu
Saw Htee strongholds. There are usually around 30 soldiers stationed in each village, according
to residents.
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On Thursday, junta forces and Pyu Saw Htee members reportedly captured and killed two PDF
fighters during a raid on another village in the area, according to Ashay Gyi. No further details
were available at the time of reporting.

There were also reports that two women were shot and killed on Thursday for violating an
order forbidding motorcyclists from carrying passengers.

The order, which also stated that motorcycles could only be used during daylight hours from
8am and 6pm, was issued because motorcycles had been used in the attack in Western Bhone
Kan, according to locals.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm these claims.

Min Zaw Oo, the Pyu Saw Htee leader who called the meeting in Western Bhone Kan, was
injured earlier this month during a clash between regime and resistance forces near the village
of Kyauk Sa Yit Kan, according to resistance sources.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/resistance-forces-kill-four-in-attack-on-pyu-saw-
htee-in-pakokku

Over 70 Myanmar Junta Forces Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 November 2022

At least 76 regime forces were reportedly killed in the last three days as People’s Defense Force
groups (PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets across the country.

In one operation, combined PDF groups occupied and burned down a junta police outpost amid
junta airstrikes.

Incidents were reported in Magwe, Mandalay, Sagaing, Bago and Tanintharyi regions and Kayah
State.

The Irrawaddy has collected the following reports of significant attacks from PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.
Junta police outpost occupied by PDF groups in Magwe

Eight regime forces and two PDF fighters were killed in Pauk Township, Magwe Region on
Saturday when PDF groups from several townships occupied the junta police station in Kine Lal
Village, said PDF (Yenangyaung), which joined the raid.

The police outpost faced three attacks from the PDF groups. In the first raid, the PDF group
occupied the outpost briefly but could not hold it.
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In Saturday’s raid, regime forces abandoned the outpost after suffering heavy losses despite
being supported by two Mi-35 helicopter gunships, the PDF’s leader told The Irrawaddy.

The PDF groups said they burned down the police outpost.
A PDF video shows the junta outpost being surrounded and attacked by the resistance forces.
15 junta soldiers killed in PDF raid on military outpost in Bago

Resistance fighters of Bago Region PDF during an
operation. / Bago Region PDF

Bago Regional PDF group claimed to have killed at least
15 soldiers and injured many others in Thandaung
Township in Bago Region on Saturday morning when PDF
forces from Thandaung and Taungoo District raided the
Thanmoe Taung junta outpost on the Taungoo-

Thandaung road.

After sustaining heavy losses in two hourlong clashes, the junta used two fighter jets to attack
the resistance forces, but there were no PDF casualties, the group claimed.

21 regime forces killed in series of mine ambushes in Sagaing

Chaung-U PDF group claimed that at least 21 regime forces were killed in Chaung-U and
Myinmu townships in Sagaing Region last Friday when it and other PDF groups jointly
conducted a series of land-mine ambushes against military detachments and military convoys
including logistics vehicles.

An aerial video shot by the PDF shows military vehicles and logistics vehicles being ambushed
with land mines.

Military convoy carrying weapons from India ambushed in Sagaing

Many regime soldiers are believed to have been killed in Kale Township, Sagaing Region when
People’s Defense Force (Kalay) ambushed a convoy over the weekend using land mines, drones
and bomb launchers, the PDF group claimed.

The convoy, which was carrying weapons transferred from India, departed from Tamu bound
for Kale on Nov. 14, the PDF group claimed.

On Saturday, the PDF group used land mines to conduct six ambushes against the convoy on
the Tamu-Kale highway. The convoy was attacked by the PDF forces using drones and mortar
shells.

The convoy had stopped for a night as the road was destroyed by PDF land mines.

On Sunday, the PDF group continued to ambush the convoy as it headed to the town of Kale.
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In the attack, two vehicles were destroyed and there were many military casualties.
A PDF video shows a convoy being ambushed with land mines and mortar rounds.
Pro-regime militia training camp bombarded in Sagaing

Myanmar Defense Force-Shwebo claimed it and another PDF group used drones to bombard a
training camp of pro-regime militia members in Thaelone Village in Shwebo Township, Sagaing
Region on Saturday evening.

There were pro-regime militia casualties. An aerial video shot by the PDF group shows militia
members fleeing after facing a blast nearby.

Five regime forces killed by PDF land mines in Sagaing

Five regime forces were killed and six others injured in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on
Saturday evening when PDF-South Monywa used a cluster of five land mines to ambush three
junta vehicles on the Monywa-Chaung-U road.

The blasts hit a military vehicle as well as junta patrols guarding the road.

A PDF fighter suffered minor injuries when regime forces responded with firearms, the PDF
group said.

Eleven junta soldiers killed in repeated land mine attacks in Sagaing

Improvised land mines produced by the People’s Army to
Fight Dictatorship. / PAFD

Six regime soldiers were killed in Myinmu Township,
Sagaing Region last Friday when combined PDF groups
used land mines to ambush a military convoy of 15
vehicles near Wun Pyae Village, said the People’s Army to Fight Dictatorship, which coordinated
the ambushes.

The convoy was traveling to Monywa from Sagaing. In that ambush, a vehicle crashed into the
roadside.

Another five soldiers were killed in the area when the combined PDF groups again used land
mines to ambush foot soldiers from the town of Myinmu while they were guarding the crashed
military vehicle.

The next morning, the destroyed military vehicle was taken away by 100 troops with two
armored vehicles, the PDF group said.

The PDF’s videos show military vehicles being targeted with land mines and the remains of a
vehicle and some army clothes abandoned at the ambush site.
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Military checkpoint attacked in Sagaing
Resistance fighters of Wetlet Revolution Front. / WRF

A junta soldier was killed in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region
on Saturday afternoon when Wetlet Revolution Front used
bombs to attack regime forces at a military checkpoint at the
entrance of the town of Wetlet, the PDF group claimed.

All PDF members escaped without casualties despite being
chased and attacked by regime forces in a civilian vehicle.

Three junta soldiers killed by PDF drone strikes in Sagaing

At least three regime troops were killed and four injured in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region
on Saturday afternoon when six PDF groups used drones to drop rifle grenades on regime
sentries at a village school, claimed Nway Oo Takhon PDF, which joined the attacks.

PDF members retreated from the area without casualties, though regime forces responded
indiscriminately with firearms.

Five regime troops killed in PDF drone strikes in Mandalay

Five regime soldiers were killed and 12 injured in Ngazun Township, Mandalay Region on
Saturday when four PDF groups bombed regime forces stationed at a school in Tharkyin Village
using drones, said Nway Oo Takhon PDF, which was involved in the attack.

An aerial video shows a drone dropping a bomb on regime targets.
Three soldiers killed in PDF ambush in Kayah

Resistance fighters of the Karenni Revolution Union in Kayah
State. / KRU

Resistance alliance group Karenni Revolution Union claimed
on Sunday that it killed three regime soldiers when it
ambushed a military vehicle in its area of activity in Kayah
State.

The military vehicle carrying rations was destroyed in the ambush.
Five regime forces killed in Tanintharyi

Five regime soldiers were killed and some injured in Palaw Township, Tanintharyi Region last
Friday when Myeik District PDF and other resistance forces ambushed a military detachment
near Kade Village, said Tanintharyi Regional Command group.

Two resistance fighters suffered minor injuries in the clash, the group said.
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KNU Taking Fight to Myanmar Junta in Tanintharyi
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 November 2022

The Karen National Union (KNU) claims 246 junta soldiers were killed and 239 injured over the
past 11 months in its Tanintharyi Region territory.

From January to November 16, 123 clashes broke out in Dawei and Myeik districts, where its
armed wings the Karen National Liberation Army, Karen National Defense Organizations and
resistance allies operate.

Fourteen Karen resistance fighters were killed and seven injured in recent clashes, the KNU said
on Saturday.

This month around 30 shootouts between regime troops and resistance groups erupted in
Tanintharyi Region, killing 48 junta soldiers and injuring 26, the KNU claimed.

The KNU said its forces suffered two deaths and four injuries.

The country’s oldest rebel group has been fighting the regime since March last year after
hundreds of peaceful, anti-regime demonstrators were killed across the country.

The rebel group has trained several thousand resistance fighters from across Myanmar.

Resistance groups trained and armed by the organization are fighting in KNU territory in Karen
and Mon states and Bago and Tanintharyi regions and beyond, including in Yangon.

By October an estimated 6,947 clashes had been reported with regime forces in KNU territory
in which it said around 5,854 junta soldiers and allied border guard militia members were killed
and 4,748 injured since the coup last year.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/knu-taking-fight-to-myanmar-junta-in-
tanintharyi.html

Myanmar Military and Arakan Army Agree Temporary Truce in Rakhine State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 November 2022

Myanmar’s military regime and the ethnic Rakhine armed organization the Arakan Army (AA)
have agreed to a temporary ceasefire brokered by Nippon Foundation chairperson Yohei
Sasakawa, according to the AA.
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The truce follows months of renewed hostilities in western Myanmar’s Rakhine State.

A junta source told The Irrawaddy: “This is the first stage of the ceasefire. There will be a
second stage soon. That’s all | can say for now. Wait and see.”

As part of the ceasefire, the regime will relax travel restrictions in Rakhine and also end the
blockade of the capital Sittwe, the business and transport hub of Rakhine, added the junta
source.

On Monday, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha said in an online press conference that the AA
was observing an informal ceasefire for humanitarian reasons, and not because of pressure
from foreign powers.

“Some [individuals] have acted as intermediaries to help alleviate the crisis for the [Rakhine]
people. Frankly speaking, Nippon Foundation chair Mr. Sasakawa mediated the ceasefire,” the
AA spokesperson told the media.

“The ceasefire has no time frame. We have agreed an informal ceasefire on humanitarian
grounds for the sake of Rakhine people,” added Khaing Thukha.

After the ceasefire, the regime must lift the ban on the delivery of food and medicine to
Rakhine from other parts of the country, said Khaing Thukha, who warned that fighting could
erupt at any time if the junta breaks the agreement.

Yohei Sasakawa also mediated an informal ceasefire between the Myanmar military and the AA
ahead of the November 2020 general election, after two years of intense fighting.

He visited northern Rakhine State ahead of the poll and his mediation resulted in nine Rakhine
townships taking part in the election, after their participation was previously cancelled due to
fighting between the military and the AA.

The 83-year-old is also Japan’s special envoy for national reconciliation in Myanmar. His
philanthropist Nippon Foundation provides humanitarian assistance in Japan and overseas.

Some analysts said that the latest truce followed online negotiations between Lieutenant-
General Yar Pyae of the Myanmar military and the AA’s Colonel Kyaw Han.

Over the past year, with the Myanmar military distracted by the fallout from its 2021 coup, the AA has
further consolidated its control in Rakhine, building an administrative network delivering public services,
a judiciary and a police force.

Tensions between the AA and the military escalated this May, as the regime attempted to counter the
AA’s expanding influence. Since August, the two sides have been locked in heavy fighting in northern
Rakhine State and Paletwa Township in neighboring Chin State.

Junta troops have suffered high casualties, as well as losing dozens of bases, in the renewed fighting. But
civilians have suffered immensely from the regime’s travel restrictions and the ban on the delivery of
food and medical supplies to certain townships.
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Food prices have soared in many parts of Rakhine due to the blockade, while local farmers have
been unable to harvest their paddy fields in parts of Rakhine because of the junta’s
indiscriminate artillery strikes. The inability to harvest rice means that Rakhine will face a
serious food shortage next year.

At the same time, over 40 civilians have been killed during the latest fighting and more than 60
injured by regime artillery strikes and killings in Kyauktaw, Minbya, Mrauk-U, Ponnagyun and
Maungdaw townships.

Since the ceasefire, the junta has re-opened the Sittwe-Rathedaung-Buthidaung waterway,
which was blocked off for over two months. It has also re-opened some roads in northern
Maungdaw.

However, travel restrictions have not yet been lifted for the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road and boat
transport linking Sittwe, Mrauk-U and Minbya townships. In Sittwe, people are still barred from
passing through a junta checkpoint manned by a military police battalion at the entrance to
town.

The Ponnagyun-Rathedaung road and the road linking Rathedaung and Maungdaw townships
remain inaccessible, as the regime attempts to force the AA into making more compromises.

Junta leaders have called on the AA to withdraw its troops from the Sittwe-Ponnagyun road,
and to re-open the routes to the Myanmar military’s Taungpyo and Khamaung Seik tactical
commands in northern Maungdaw, which the AA is blockading.

“I don’t think the AA will withdraw its troops. We will have to wait and see how the two sides
will negotiate,” a source close to the AA told The Irrawaddy.

Neither side has withdrawn its soldiers, despite the ceasefire.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/myanmar-military-and-arakan-army-
agree-temporary-truce-in-rakhine-state.html

Informal ceasefire with Myanmar military ‘not permanent’ solution, Arakan Army says

The truce was brokered by the Nippon Foundation’s Yohei Sasakawa amid escalating tension in
western Myanmar, according to the AA spokesperson

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 28, 2022

The Myanmar military and the Arakan Army (AA) agreed to a temporary truce last week
following months of hostilities in Rakhine State, according to a representative of the ethnic
armed organisation.
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AA troops seen in Kachin State in 2017 (Myanmar Now)

The informal ceasefire was brokered by Nippon Foundation
chair Yohei Sasakawa, AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha said
at an online press conference on Monday, adding that it
went into effect on November 24.

He said that the group entered into the agreement with the
junta after witnessing the suffering experienced by the
Rakhine public due to the military-imposed blockade on land and water transport routes amid
severe fighting in the region.

“The AA prioritises the public’s well-being above all else and that is the reason why we entered
into a temporary ceasefire agreement with the Tatmadaw for humanitarian reasons,” Khaing
Thukha said at the press conference, referring to the military by its name in Burmese.

He added that the AA’s political goal—to regain Arakanese sovereignty—remained the same.

“Nothing else has changed. Our organisation’s political stance remains unchanged,” the
spokesperson said.

AA commander-in—chief Twan Mrat Naing once stated that it was the organisation's aim to
acquire a confederate state similar to the largely autonomous territory controlled by the United
Wa State Army.

Several AA officials have also famously declared that their organisation would not ask
permission from other entities—presumably the Myanmar military—to exercise the Rakhine
people’s right to self-determination.

Serious battles took place between the AA and the Myanmar army between 2018 and 2020,
until they came to a temporary ceasefire agreement that remained in place for several months.

However, tension rose again in early 2022, with both armies arresting the other’s personnel,
ultimately resulting in renewed clashes.

The Nippon Foundation’s Sasawaka has met with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyitaw on
multiple occasions and visited Rakhine State in November of last year. He has also met with
representatives of several political parties in Yangon.

The Japanese peace broker is believed to have a close relationship with the military council and
met with the leaders of several ethnic armed forces in Chiang Mai, Thailand, in March.

Khaing Thukha emphasised the temporary nature of the current informal ceasefire, noting that
fighting could resume if the military council failed to lift either travel restrictions or its blockade
on areas throughout Rakhine State including Sittwe, the capital.
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“The ceasefire agreement is not permanent and if they make any move at all, fighting could
break out at any time. Therefore, whether or not we will fight with them again will depend on
the upcoming situation,” the AA spokesperson explained.

The AA claimed during Monday’s press conference that at least 26 civilians had been killed and
111 people injured in military attacks over the last three months.

He did not mention any information regarding casualties on the side of the AA.

“The international community must closely monitor the military’s war crimes, and those who
are responsible for such actions must also be held accountable,” Khaing Thukha said, also
requesting that the junta release all detained AA personnel.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/informal-ceasefire-with-myanmar-military-not-
permanent-solution-arakan-army-says

HUMANITARIAN CEASEFIRE: A well-earned respite for war-weary AA and the junta but how
long will it last?

By Sai Wansai |November 28, 2022

It surprised everybody when news of ceasefire between the military junta and Unite League of
Arakan/Arakan Army (ULA/AA) was suddenly made public, as the war of words to match the
fighting on the ground have been in heightening, which many thought was gearing to escalate
rather than de-escalation.

According to Myanmar Now, Narinjara News and Development Media Group AA Spokesman
Khaing Thuka said since November 24, there were no more armed engagement between the AA
and the Burmese military junta.

On November 26, concerning the ceasefire AA Spokesman Khaing Thuka told Narinjara News:
“There is no agreement in writing. It means only that both sides will stop within 24 hours in
areas they’ve presently reached or located. Within 24 hours means until tomorrow morning, all
fighting will be stopped.”

“Mainly, we aim to resolve the difficulties and crises that the people of Rakhine are currently
facing, and carrying out humanitarian ceasefire arrangement. At the moment, the harvesting
time for main food supply has arrived, so we seriously thought of it for the people to carry out
humanitarian ceasefire,” he added.

He claimed that AA’s political positions will not change saying: “Despite the current ceasefire,
our political position will not change. It will remain as it was originally.”

Regarding the ceasefire between the AA and the military council, U Pe Than, a former member
of the Pyithu Hluttaw of Myebon Township, said: “I see the ceasefire as a good sign at the
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moment. | am talking about the present situation. Because the villagers and the people are
suffering a lot. The military council is firing heavy weapons into the villages and people are
being killed and injured every day. Another thing is that they have cut off food supplies and
medicines. Civilians have been arrested. They are doing a lot of investigations and
interrogations to the people. They are also putting them in jail and so on. The people are
suffering a lot from the negative impact of this war. Thus, if the ceasefire is genuine the fighting
will cease, the situation will gradually improve and the people will be able to breath easily.”

U Oo Hla Saw a leading member of United League of
Arakan. Photo: Yangon Media Group

U Oo Hla Saw, a leading member of the United League of
Arakan (ULA), said that it is good to make military and
political decisions only after solving the problems of the
people, according to the RFA recent report.

He said: “As the people are not directly involved in the
fighting, the stopping of armed engagement is a welcome aspect either from religious or social
point of view. The political problems can be resolved later and even (resume) fighting each
other again. The people of Rakhine will be happy if the restrictions that have been blocked or
restricted will be opened, and they will breathe a little easier.”

In the same RFA report, U Pe Than said that it could be that the ULA/AA cannot bear to see the
hardship and tragedy of the Arakan people has agreed to the ceasefire arrangement.

Referring to a Buddhist fable of a dispute over ownership of a child as mother, between a
Yakshini [(Indian mythology) A kind of supernatural being; can be a malevolent demon or a
beneficent tutelary deity] and real mother, the future Buddha acted as a judge on the dispute.

He had a line drawn on the ground and told the Yakshini to take hold of the child’s arms, and
the mother to take hold of its legs; and said, “The child shall be hers who drags him over the
line.”

But as soon as they pulled at him, the mother, seeing how he suffered, grieved as if her heart
would break. And letting him go, she stood there weeping.

Eventually, it was proven that Yakshini wasn’t the real mother who just wanted to devour the
child and the real mother was given back her child.

U Pe Than said that the junta is like the demon who doesn’t care that the child will be hurt by
pulling it mercilessly with intention to cause damage. But the ULA/AA is like a real mother who

has the heart of tender mother and let go for she can’t bear to hear the suffering sound of her
child.

“In this sense at the moment, | see that ULA/AA has taken into consideration the voices of the
people and given priority to the voices of those who are in trouble and crying,” he said.
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U Pe Than also said that the ceasefire has given the Military Council, which is under military
pressure, a breather.

CHIN Arakan State map. Photo: Mingala Go
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operate which was closed for months after the recent

ceasefire agreement.

An official of the Shwe Pyitan Line told Western News: “At the moment, we are allowed to
operate by sea, but we are allowed to operate to Rathedaung and Buthidaung. We have not yet
received permission to operate to Mrauk U, Pauktaw, and Minyya.”

It is not yet known whether Ann Township’s Dalet River group will be allowed to operate and
also the waterways going to Palatwa side of Chin State will be reopened.

Mediators

Mr. Sasakawa, the Japanese government’s special representative for national reconciliation, is
in Myanmar and there are reports that he is mediating between the AA and the Military Council
Army, but it has not been confirmed yet, according to recent RFA report.

But an insider source with deep knowledge in Myanmar’s peace process, as participant and
observer, quoting news coming from UN Dhaka said that Sasakawa initiated the mediation

since starting back in November 1. Reportedly, he was in Burma since November 25 and his
assistant Yuji Mori since November 23, according to one of the media reports.

The same source said that the ceasefire is conditional to the facts that humanitarian needs of
the people must be addressed allow cargo of rice, medicine and other needy things to flow;
stop arbitrary arrests of the people; and allow ULA courts to operate without interference by
the junta.

In addition, the source said no statements will be released out of respect to alliance partners
and friends such as National Unity Government, as AA does not want alliance members to
become frustrated and also it doesn’t believe it will hold much longer.

The rational of it is humanitarian ceasefire, as this is the harvest time which is very important to
the citizens. However, this season harvest yield will be very low, estimated about 30 percent
drop, due to the lack of water and inability to plant.
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The two sides, AA and junta, have been holding talks quietly for sometime. Also the Rakhine
political parties had held virtual meeting with AA leader Twan Mrat Naing and his deputy Nyo
Twan Aung. The politicians told them if they kept on fighting, no matter who wins, the Rakhine
people will be the losers, the insider source said.

According to the recent Myanmar Now report, AA spokesman Khaing Thukha said that the
ceasefire was agreed upon through intermediaries, but did not reveal the name of the
organizations involved.

On the 25th of this month, Hideo Watanabe, president of the Japan-Myanmar Friendship
Association, visited Naypyitaw and held a meeting with the deputy coup leader.

In commemoration of the recent National Day, hundreds of people were awarded honorary
credentials by the Military Council, along with some Russian military figures, including the
president of the Japan-Myanmar Friendship Association, Hideo Watanabe, who was awarded
the title of Thiri Pyanchi.

On the same day as the president of the Japan-Myanmar Friendship Association, the Director
General of the Border Guard Force of Bangladesh and the Chinese Ambassador to Myanmar
also arrived in Naypyitaw and held a meeting with the Military Council officials.

“Right now, the informal ceasefire means that if the ceasefire is confirmed, we must continue
to negotiate for the release of the people who have been arrested and not to arrest the people.
Since there are arbitrary killings, shootings with heavy weapons and such things, we consider
for the people first, and then take informal humanitarian action. There will be no time limit and
it will depend on the compliance of both sides. An informal ceasefire depends mainly on
compliance by both sides. We have negotiated through intermediaries,” AA spokesperson
Khaing Thukha said, according to the Western News.

Analysis

Given such political development, it is highly unlikely that durable ceasefire can be achieved
easily.

The free flow of humanitarian aid cargo; stopping arbitrary arrests of the people, including the
release of those detained; and allowing ULA courts to operate without interference by the junta
will not be an easy task for the junta to accommodate, especially the last conditional demand of
ceasefire.

Another thing is it will all depend on how the opposing troops operate and behave on the
ground, and given the unruly and undisciplined nature of the junta’s troops, it will prove to be a
daunting task.

But for the time being it can be taken as a win-win situation as both parties need a respite,
especially the junta as it has to fight almost all over the country against ethnic armed
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organizations (EAOs) or ethnic resistance organizations (EROs), people’s defense forces (PDFs)
and assorted local defense forces (LDFs).

However, the Arakan people will definitely welcome such a humanitarian ceasefire pause, even
if the prospect of durable peace may still be an illusion.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25608

Northern Shan State resistance force kills six former members branded as ‘traitors’

The young men were among a group of 14 who left the People Security and Defence Army
following a change in leadership and allegations of misused funds

Aung Naing | Published on Nov 28, 2022

The former members of the PSDA shot dead in Muse on
November 23 (Top row, from left: Nay Gyi, Raw, Maung Zaw.
Bottom row, from left: Mone Daing, Hlaing Gyi, Kyaw Kyaw)

A resistance force based in northern Shan State shot and
killed six former members last week who had left the group
following a change in leadership, survivors of the attack said.

A total of 14 ex-members of the People Security and Defence Army (PSDA) were assaulted
while staying together in a house near the Shan-China border town of Muse on the evening of
November 23.

Gunmen ambushed the group, accusing them of being “traitors.” Six of the men were killed at
the scene and four were captured alive; four more managed to escape, two of whom spoke to
Myanmar Now about the attack.

“They were all fully armed and they attacked us unannounced,” Sadan, a 25-year-old survivor,
said. “All they did was yell ‘kill all traitors’ and then started shooting. | barely managed to
survive—it was pure luck that | did.”

According to Sadan, those who were killed were Raw, 22, Kyaw Kyaw, 23, Hlaing Gyi, Mone
Daing, and Nay Gyi—all 25—and Maung Zaw, 27.

Leading the attack, he said, was PSDA deputy strategic officer and spokesperson Kyaw Gyi,
accompanied by both a commander and a deputy commander of one of the group’s battalions.

Sadan told Myanmar Now that he tried to carry the injured Hlaing Gyi to safety but had to leave
him behind in order to save himself. He said that he later witnessed the 25-year-old being
stabbed to death by the PSDA attackers with a pair of scissors.
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Of the four men who escaped, two were reportedly injured: one was shot in the elbow, and
another was grazed by a bullet to the arm.

A second survivor, 20-year-old Maung Sein, said he escaped by jumping out of a window, and
watched the assault unfold from nearby.

He said that he and the other young men had left the PSDA in late October. Its founding leader,
Dawna Thanlwin, was killed in battle with the junta’s forces last February, and the group
dynamics changed when another individual, Shweli Thanlwin, took over his role, Sein explained.
He alleged that the PSDA had misused funds under Shweli Thanlwin’s leadership.

Three of the 14 exiting members officially informed their PSDA supervisors of their departure,
and turned over their weapons and ammunition before leaving.

The others reportedly also left their guns behind, with the exception of a single pistol, and had
been planning to carry on fighting in the anti-junta resistance movement in honour of their late
commander Dawna Thanlwin.

“I would have understood if they had imprisoned us or given us some other punishment if they
were not happy with our decision—it’s not that uncommon among the defence forces to do
that [when members don’t follow orders from above],” Maung Sein said. “However, they
decided to open fire on us unannounced instead.”

The PSDA declared on their Facebook page on November 18 that three individuals—identified
as Hero, Sein Gyi and Thura—had been removed from the group after deserting.

PSDA spokesperson and alleged attacker Kyaw Gyi told Myanmar Now that the “deserters”
were killed in a clash, and had been the first to open fire on the approaching PSDA team.

“We don’t blame them for splintering off from the group and we actually don’t mind them
starting a new group,” he said. “However, the clash took place because they were not just
starting a new group—they were on the wrong path.”

Kyaw Gyi claimed that there have been other incidents where “deserters” have launched
attacks on the PSDA. He explained that his group felt it had to “strike first” in order to prevent
being targeted in the future, adding that plots were underway to break up the PSDA.

He dismissed the allegations of misused funds as a “personal attack.”

The evening that the group of 14 were attacked by the PSDA, they were largely unarmed,
survivor Maung Sein noted.

“They should have had a civilised talk with us even if they regarded us as mere deserters. They
didn’t even attempt to talk, opening fire as soon as they saw us—and relentlessly at that,” he
told Myanmar Now. “To be completely blunt, they slaughtered us as if we were helpless
animals.”
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According to Kyaw Gyi, the six slain men were cremated and the four captured alive were being
interrogated by the PSDA at the time of reporting.

Since its founding in April 2021 following the military coup two months earlier, the PSDA has
been carrying out attacks on Myanmar military convoys and columns using explosive devices
and guerrilla tactics.

On October 18, its members claimed responsibility for the assassination of Lt-Col Pyae Phyo
Aung, commander of Light Infantry Battalion 421 under Light Infantry Division 99, near the
Milestone 105 commercial zone near Muse.

While the PSDA is not under the direct command of the National Unity Government, the group
is allied with the publicly mandated administration.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/northern-shan-state-resistance-force-kills-six-
former-members-branded-as-traitors

SSPP Clash With Burma Army In Hsipaw
By Network Media Group | Sunday, November 27, 2022

Hundreds of villagers were forced to flee fighting after the Burma
§ Army (BA) reportedly invaded a village controlled by the Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP) in Hsipaw Township, northern Shan State.

According to the SSPP, the BA entered Kon Tha on Friday 25
November, one day after the end of the Shan New Year festival.
Villagers and members of the New Year Committee were reportedly cleaning up after the
three-day holiday when 80 regime soldiers from Infantry Battalions 68 and 23 arrived at around
6am. SSPP sentries stationed in the village fired the first shots, after which fighting broke out
between the groups for almost an hour. One regime soldier reportedly died and four Shan
fighters were wounded.

“The villagers told us that both the BA and the SSPP have suffered casualties, but | can’t say
how many,” a man who provided assistance to the civilians told NMG, wishing to remain
anonymous.

The SSPP told NMG that 600 civilians had taken shelter at the Loung Yun Buddhist monastery
and Botaw monastery in Hsipaw town. Fighting is expected to continue after both armed
groups deployed more troops to the area.

SSPP representatives recently attended a so-called peace meeting called by junta chief Min
Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw. At the same time, clashes have been breaking out between the
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groups in southern Shan State, where the BA has been trying to force the Shan group to
withdraw from a hilltop camp.

NMG attempted to reach the SSPP spokesperson for comment, but he hadn’t responded by
press time.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/11/29/22364

Regime Attacks SSPP During Shan New Year In Hsipaw

By SHAN | November 27, 2022

IDPs in Hsipaw township.

The Burma Army (BA) reportedly attacked the Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP) as the armed group was preparing food
to offer to monks at the end of a three-day Shan New Year
celebration in a village in Hsipaw Township, northern Shan

A local, who requested anonymity, told SHAN that five BA soldiers were killed and eight SSPP
soldiers were wounded after the regime attacked Shan soldiers guarding Koong Hsar during a
30-minute battle on 25 November.

IDPs fleeing war in Hsipaw.

“We heard the gunshots around 6am,” said the 30-year-old.
More than 500 people from Kon Tha, Nawng Ann, Kon Pin
and Sisone had to flee their homes, some of them going to
Hsipaw town the source said. The BA have since taken over
Koong Hsar.

On 10 November, the regime fought with the SSPP nearby.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25604
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