PEACE Info (November 18, 2022)

Myanmar junta carried out 268 airstrikes in past year

A Must-Read Guide to Myanmar Junta’s Deadly Air Strikes

Striking Mandalay Nurse Dies in Myanmar Junta Interrogation Center

Over 30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks

Myanmar junta-allied Shanni Army suffers heavy casualties in Sagaing: PDF

Hundreds Of Regime Soldiers Sent To Lung Ja Bum

Leaked documents reveal Myanmar junta’s plans to strike in Chin state

Russia and Myanmar landmine use challenges mine ban treaty

Invitations have been made to get genuine peace and to ease armed conflicts, discussions
can bring solutions to current problems: SAC Chairman

Myanmar Shadow Civilian Government Opens Office in Washington

Myanmar Junta Releases Prisoners After International Pressure, Ahead of 2023 Elections
Myanmar’s Civilian Government Demands More Pressure to Release All Political Prisoners
CSW welcomes the release of 53 political prisoners in Myanmar

After Prisoner Release, More—Not Less—Pressure Needed on Myanmar’s Brutal Regime
Don’t buy Myanmar junta’s empty ‘humanitarian’ gesture

ASEAN chair special envoy welcomes recent mass release of prisoners in Myanmar
ASEAN geared to deal harshly with the Myanmar military junta

Laos, Thailand, Myanmar seek ways to crack down on drug trafficking in Golden Triangle
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Myanmar junta carried out 268 airstrikes in past year

By Mizzima | 18 November 2022

The exiled National Unity Government’s (NUG) Ministry
of Defence said 268 airstrikes were carried out in all of
Myanmar’s states and regions except for Yangon and
Ayeyarwady regions, in the year to 30 September 2022.

According to an NUG statement, from 1 October 2021 to
30 September 2022 the junta carried out 268 airstrikes in
seven states and five regions, resulting in the deaths of

155 civilians, including seven minors.
The airstrikes also displaced 8,100 people and destroyed 138 houses

The areas with most airstrikes were Kachin, Kareni, Karen and Chin States, and Sagaing Region.
In these areas there is already a lot of fighting on the ground and the junta is forced to use
airstrikes to back up its ground troops, which would otherwise be forced to retreat, according
to the NUG statement.

Captain Zin Yaw, an army captain who is part of the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) said:
“90 percent of the military council's troops would be lost if there were no airstrikes.”

Myanmar is divided into seven regions: Yangon, Ayeyarwady, Mandalay, Bago, Sagaing, Magwe
and Tanintharyi regions; seven states: Chin, Kachin, Karen, Karenni, Mon, Rakhine and Shan
states; one union territory: Naypyidaw Union Territory; five self-administered zones: Danu,
Kokang, Naga, Pa Laung, and Pa’O Self-Administered Zones; and one self-administered division:
the Wa Self-Administered Division.

https://mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-carried-out-268-airstrikes-past-year

A Must-Read Guide to Myanmar Junta’s Deadly Air Strikes
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 November 2022

A joint military exercise of the military (Army, Navy and
Air) being conducted at Pathein Station of the South-
West Command. / Cincds

Since shortly after the coup, the Myanmar military
regime has been consistently launching air strikes across
the country in an attempt to crush local resistance
forces it designates as “terrorist” groups.
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As the junta is losing the ground battle, the aerial bombing campaign has sharply escalated in
recent months with near daily attacks in the resistance strongholds of Sagaing and Magwe
regions and Kayah, Karen and Chin states.

Using helicopters, jet fighters and surveillance drones, the junta has also deliberately and
indiscriminately attacked civilian targets in those areas, inflicting heavy casualties on local
residents including children.

According to the parallel National Unity Government (NUG), the junta carried out 268 air
strikes targeting the civilian population across Myanmar, including in ethnic areas, between
October last year and September this year. The strikes have killed at least 155 civilians, injured
190 and destroyed houses and religious buildings.

Here are some signifficant stories from among those our reporters have filed on the junta’s
indiscriminate aerial bombings over the past year. They reveal the shocking toll of the junta’s
air war and provide analysis and examination of the threats it poses.

Russian Su-30s Add Wings to Myanmar Junta’s ‘Man-Eating Tiger’

Myanmar Junta Shelling Kills Teenager in Sagaing

Death from Above: How to Combat Myanmar Junta’s Escalating Air Campaign?
Gen. Tun Aung: The Top Gun Directing Myanmar Junta’s Brutal Aerial War
Losing the Ground Battle, Myanmar Junta Takes to the Skies

Myanmar’s Vengeful Regime Takes Aim at Kachin Insurgents

Death Toll from Myanmar Junta’s Air Strike on Concert Rises to 75

Child Victims of Myanmar Junta Air Strikes Recall Their Deadly Ordeal

Give Myanmar’s Resistance What It Needs to Shoot Down Junta Helicopters
Myanmar Military Air Strike Kills Junta Soldiers Held Prisoner in Rakhine
Depayin School Massacre a War Crime, Myanmar’s Parallel Govt Says
Myanmar Military Defector Reveals How Junta Killed Sagaing School Kids
Myanmar Junta Shelling Kills Child in Kachin State

Myanmar School Massacre: ‘The Lives of Our Children Have Been Sacrificed’
The World Must Act to Stop More Myanmar Children From Being Killed
Myanmar Junta Bombs Bangladesh Border Zone After Outpost Attack

Child Killed in Myanmar Junta Air Strike After Resistance Ambush
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-school-massacre-the-lives-of-our-children-have-been-sacrificed.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/the-world-must-act-to-stop-more-myanmar-children-from-being-killed.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-bombs-bangladesh-border-zone-after-outpost-attack.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/child-killed-in-myanmar-junta-airstrike-after-resistance-ambush.html

Myanmar Junta Uses Air Strikes to Relieve Trapped Troops in Kachin State

Six AA Fighters Killed as Myanmar Regime Bombs Outpost in Karen State

Myanmar Regime Sorry for Junta Jet Intrusion into Thai Airspace

Myanmar Junta Using Massive Air Strikes to Defend Strategic Outpost

Myanmar Regime’s Reliance on Air Power a Sign of Weakness: US Security Expert

Girl, 7, Among Three Civilians Killed as Myanmar Junta Bombs Camp for War Displaced
The Worst Myanmar Regime Air Strikes on Civilians

Junta Airstrikes Kill Over 10 People and Displace Hundreds in Upper Myanmar

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/a-must-read-guide-to-myanmar-juntas-deadly-air-
strikes.html

Striking Mandalay Nurse Dies in Myanmar Junta Interrogation Center
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 18 November 2022

A striking nurse who took part in the Civil Disobedience Movement (CDM) died in a regime
interrogation center in Mandalay and may have been tortured to death, according to her
colleagues and other CDM participants.

Daw Poe Thandar Aung, an obstetrics nurse, was arrested on the evening of October 29 along
with four other CDM doctors and nurses in Chanmyathazi Township, Mandalay Region. Their
arrest followed the October 27 seizure of a truck carrying medicine and medical equipment on
the Pale-Gangaw Road by junta soldiers. Two drivers and workers were also detained.

Military regime-controlled media claimed that the medicine and medical equipment was
intended for resistance forces and accused those detained of supporting the People’s Defense
Forces (PDF).

Daw Poe Thandar Aung’s photo released by junta media after her arrest.

A 25-year-old male colleague of Daw Poe Thandar Aung who had been
working with her in the Yaw region said that it had been confirmed that
the nurse died in the Myanmar military interrogation center inside
Mandalay’s Royal Palace compound. She is thought to have died in the
second week of November.

| 8:aogoeamné |

“At this moment, her family is struggling to get her body back. She had
been working for months in the Yaw region to provide healthcare for internally displaced
persons,” said the colleague.

Page 5 of 69


https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-uses-airstrikes-to-relieve-trapped-troops-in-kachin-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/six-aa-fighters-killed-as-myanmar-regime-bombs-outpost-in-karen-state.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-sorry-for-junta-jet-intrusion-into-thai-airspace.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-using-massive-airstrikes-to-defend-strategic-outpost.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regimes-reliance-on-air-power-a-sign-of-weakness-us-security-expert.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/girl-7-among-three-civilians-killed-as-myanmar-junta-bombs-camp-for-war-displaced.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/the-worst-myanmar-regime-airstrikes-on-civilians.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/junta-airstrikes-kill-over-ten-people-and-displace-hundreds-in-upper-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/a-must-read-guide-to-myanmar-juntas-deadly-air-strikes.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/a-must-read-guide-to-myanmar-juntas-deadly-air-strikes.html

On Tuesday, prominent Mandalay CDM participant Dr Soe Thuya Zaw wrote on his social media
that he had learned that Daw Poe Thandar Aung from Mandalay’s Central Women Hospital had
died in the interrogation center.

“A nurse is executed for nursing, that’s just what is happening in this country. | respectfully
salute Daw Poe Thandar Aung,” wrote the doctor.

The other CDM participants arrested along with Daw Poe Thandar Aung on October 29 are Ma
Zin Mar Win, a nurse from Mandalay General Hospital, Ko Min Zaw Qo, a doctor and lecturer at
Mandalay Medical University and Ma Kyi Thadar Phyu and Ma Yoon Nandar Htun, nurses from
a training hospital in Mandalay.

Junta social media channels claimed that Daw Poe Thandar Aung died because she suffered
from asthma. A November 16 post on Pillar Media, which spreads pro-regime propaganda, said
that “CDM participant nurse Poe Thandar Aung, who provided medicine to PDFs in Chin State,
died in the interrogation center.”

However, a friend and colleague from Gangaw said: “It is just a lie. She didn’t have asthma. She
might just have died because of their [Myanmar military] torture.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/striking-mandalay-nurse-dies-in-myanmar-junta-
interrogation-center.html

Over 30 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in Three Days of Resistance Attacks
By THE IRRAWADDY |18 November 2022

Around 33 Myanmar junta forces and two resistance fighters were killed in the last three days
as People’s Defense Force groups (PDFs) escalated their attacks on regime targets across the
country.

Meanwhile, the regime used a fighter jet to bomb a school in Upper Myanmar.
Incidents were reported in Magwe, Sagaing and Tanintharyi regions.

The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant attacks by PDFs.
Some military casualty figures could not be independently verified.

20 regime forces killed in PDF attacks in Magwe

At least 20 regime forces were reportedly killed in Kyaukhtu Township, Magwe Region when 10
PDF groups jointly attacked a military detachment on Tuesday and Wednesday. The groups
targeted the military detachment because it was raiding and burning a village.
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On Tuesday, 93 regime forces from the military base in Kyaukhtu burned houses in Latpann
Village in the township after taking a Buddhist monk and three civilians as hostages.

After freeing the hostages, 10 PDF groups jointly attacked the regime forces stationed at the
village, using both heavy weapons and firearms as well as conducting drone strikes, said
Kyaukhtu Regional PDF, which coordinated the attacks.

After two hours of fierce fighting, the regime forces were forced out of the village, but they
torched houses in adjacent Pasouk Village before retreating into a forest.

On Wednesday, the PDF groups continued to attack the same military detachment while it was
at a pagoda near Myauk Ma Kyin Village in the township. After sustaining losses, the regime
forces retreated into the village of Myau Ma Kyin.

In the clash, at least 10 regime forces are believed to have been killed while two PDF fighters
suffered minor injuries from junta explosives, the PDF group said.

On Thursday, only 73 out of the detachment of 93 soldiers returned to their military base in
Kyaukhtu.

A PDF video shows houses in Pasouk Village burning after being torched by regime forces on
Tuesday.

Two junta soldiers including captain killed by PDF land mine in Sagaing

Resistance fighters of Black Wolf PDF group during an operation
in Sagaing Region. / Black Wolf PDF

Two regime forces including a captain were killed and three
others seriously injured in Wetlet Township, Sagaing Region on
Thursday morning when two PDF groups used land mines to
ambush seven soldiers from the junta police outpost in Hlataw
Village, claimed Black Wolf PDF, which coordinated the attack.

The regime forces were ambushed while they were purchasing goods. The killed and injured
soldiers were taken away by regime forces in a vehicle.

Following the ambush, regime forces in Hlataw Village randomly fired heavy explosives at
nearby villages, the PDF group said.

10 regime forces killed in clash with PDF in Sagaing

At least 10 regime soldiers were killed in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday
morning when combined PDF groups attacked a military detachment raiding and destroying
villages in the township, said Khin-U Local Guerrilla Force, which joined the ambush.

A video shot by the PDF group shows resistance fighters ambushing the military detachment.
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Regime forces ambushed in Sagaing

A PDF fighter of Monywa Peregrine PDF makes an improvised
land mine. / Monywa Peregrine PDF

Many regime soldiers are believed to have been killed or injured
in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region on Thursday when local
PDF groups used land mines to ambush two military
detachments, said Monywa Peregrin PDF group, which joined
the attacks.

7 =LA P2 At 1 p.m. on Thursday, seven PDF groups used land mines to
attack a m|I|tary detachment traveling on the Monywa-Chaung-U highway.

Additionally, the combined group also ambushed a vehicle carrying regime forces and Pyu Saw
Htee pro-regime militia members from the pro-regime village of Taw Pu on a highway, the PDF
group said.

A PDF video shows a heavy blast occurring on a road.
School bombed by junta fighter jet in Sagaing

Without any provocation, a junta fighter jet bombed a school in Mongton Village in Sagaing
Region’s Banmauk Township at 10 p.m. on Wednesday night, said Banmauk Revolution, which
shares information on the township.

Two bombs struck the school but no one was injured, the news site said, citing residents.
Junta forces attacked in Sagaing

Regime forces stationed at the Khun Taunggyi Village in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region,
were shelled by eight PDF groups using drones and heavy explosives on Tuesday evening, said
Shwe Bo Defense Force.

Seven PDF groups used improvised mortar shells to attack the regime forces while another
resistance group conducted drone strikes on junta targets.

However, military casualties were unknown. Regime forces responded with firearms.

The PDF group urged people not to travel in the township between 7 p.m. and 5 a.m. and to
avoid regime forces due to potential attacks.

Pro-regime militia member assassinated in Sagaing
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The body of Ko Kyaw Saung after he was shot dead by PDF
fighters in Sagaing Township on Thursday. / CJ

Farmer Revolution Force (SGG) claimed that it and another
PDF group assassinated a pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
member, Ko Kyaw Saung, in Yaymyat Village in Sagaing
Township, Saging Region on Thursday.

The militia member had been accusing youths of being PDF
members and reporting them to junta forces in order to have
them arrested, the PDF group claimed. He was also engaged in
gambling businesses with the support of junta forces.

Following the assassination, a shootout occurred between the PDF fighters and regime sentries
at a school nearby.

However, all resistance fighters escaped from the area without casualties, the PDF group said.
Two PDF fighters killed in Tanintharyi

Two PDF fighters were killed during a clash with regime forces in Tanintharyi Township,
Tanintharyi Region on Tuesday when Myeik District PDF raided the military’s Infantry Battalion
561 in the township, according to the PDF group.

In the raid, at least four regime forces were killed, the PDF group told local media.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/over-30-myanmar-junta-troops-
killed-in-three-days-of-resistance-attacks.html

Myanmar junta-allied Shanni Army suffers heavy casualties in Sagaing: PDF
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 November 2022

Junta troops and allied Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) have clashed with People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs) in Homalin Township, northern Sagaing Region, forcing residents to flee.

Fighting broke out in rural Homalin when a combined force of regime and SNA troops attacked
the Kachin PDF (KPDF) and Homalin PDF (HPDF) in Pin Kote village on November 11, according
to the PDFs.

Two columns comprising more than 400 troops from the SNA and the regime’s Light Infantry
Battalion 222 attacked the resistance groups, HPDF members on the front line told The
Irrawaddy. The clashes continued until Nov. 16.

HPDF spokesman Bo Moe Gyo said SNA troops attacked after the PDFs took control of Pin Kote,
where the SNA had been extorting money.
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“Pin Kote is their main source of tax revenues. But when Pin Kote became part of our territory,
they could not collect tax from the village anymore. They [SNA] were not happy with that. Also,
we clashed with them recently, so they decided to retaliate,” he said.

The PDFs said more than 70 regime and SNA troops were killed in the clashes. The SNA said
over 60 resistance fighters were wounded. The Irrawaddy could not independently verify their
reports.

One civilian was injured in her shoulder by regime troops’ fire while about 170 other residents
of Pin Kote and neighboring Nat Nan village fled their homes, a Pin Kote villager told The
Irrawaddy on condition of anonymity.

“The displaced people are facing severe hardship. They need food and clothes. Most of the
displaced are women, children, and elderly people. Some are suffering partial paralysis from
stroke.

SNA spokesman Colonel Sai Aung Mein claimed PDFs and Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
troops had invaded SNA-controlled territory and bullied residents.

“For the sake of regional security and our people’s safety, we don’t want trouble with any
group in the current political crisis. So, we try not to provoke anyone. But they entered our
territory and even killed monks. We can’t tolerate this anymore. That’s why we attacked,” said
the SNA spokesman, referring to the murder of a prominent Shanni Buddhist monk in Banmauk
in September.

The SNA and ethnic Shanni organizations accuse the KIA and PDFs of killing the monk, who was
abbot of Naung Pat village monastery in Banmauk.

The KIA rejected the accusation, adding it had no policy to kill faith leaders and members of
literature and culture committees.

The SNA’s Col Sai Aung Mein claimed KIA and PDF troops deployed in Pei Gon village on the
border of Banmauk, Homalin and Phaungpyin townships attacked the SNA base in Pin Kote.

He accused KIA and PDF troops of beating Pin Kote villagers as he sought to justify the SNA's
attack. The spokesman denied the SNA was cooperating with regime troops.

The HPDF said bodies of both SNA fighters and junta soldiers had been found on the
battleground, proving their alliance.

However, casualties among the SNA were higher because it forcibly recruits young villagers, the
HPDF’s Bo Moe Gyo said.

“The SNA does not care if they are willing or not. They force the unwilling recruits on to the
front line by threatening the safety of their families,” he said, adding that the clashes took place
in the recruits’ villages.
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The SNA was founded in July 1989 on the India-Myanmar border with the aim of securing
political equality, self-determination and a Shanni State for the indigenous ethnic population.

The armed group is active in Hpakant, Indawgyi and other parts of Kachin State as well as
Homalin, Pinleby, Banmauk, Hamti, Phaunggyi and Tamu in Sagaing Region.

Military analysts say its four brigades are based in Hkamti, Homalin, Banmauk and between
Homalin and Banmauk.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-allied-shanni-army-suffers-heavy-
casualties-in-sagaing-pdf.html

Hundreds Of Regime Soldiers Sent To Lung Ja Bum

18th November 2022

SAC force in Myitkyina

The regime has moved additional soldiers, weapons and
food in 18 trucks to Lon Ja Bum, where it is shelling the
Kachin Independence Army camp in Momauk Township
and deploying ground troops.

~  The Burma Army troops (BA) have set up camp around

the mountain top in Lon Ja, Nawng Poung and Wawan
villages. Locals fear that fighting between the groups will increase if the regime continues to try
to capture the camp in Kachin State, which it has failed to do since launching attacks in late
October.

“I think BA is preparing for a major offensive these days,” said a resident of Momauk town,
explaining that 8 trucks arrived at the mountain on Monday and 10 trucks with about 400
soldiers on Tuesday.

Another local source predicts that fighting will resume on Sunday. “At present, the area is quiet
and farmers from Hka Nan and Lon Ja are busy trying harvesting their rice within 10 days.” The
farmers have sent letters to the KIA and BA asking them not to fight in the area until 20
November, he said.

On Wednesday, a regime jet fighter was spotted flying over the mountain in the morning.

The regime started attacking the KIA’s camp, which is supported by the People’s Defence Force,
on 22 October, preventing villagers of Lon Ja, Nawng Poung and Wawan from working on their
farms. Some people have fled to Momauk town, including those from villages that have been
spared from the fighting.
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https://kachinnews.com/2022/11/18/hundreds-of-regime-soldiers-sent-to-lung-ja-bum/

Leaked documents reveal Myanmar junta’s plans to strike in Chin state

The target is the Chin National Front headquarters but churches, schools and hospitals are also
on the list.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.11.18

The Chin National Front (CNF) joined forces with the
armed resistance to the military junta after the February
2021 coup. Chin Information Center

The Myanmar junta is preparing to launch airstrikes
against the Chin National Front in the country’s western
Chin state, a spokesperson for the ethnic armed
organlzatlon told Radio Free Asia, citing leaked internal military documents.

According to the documents, which the Chin National Front, or CNF, acquired earlier this
month, the airstrike is intended to target the organization’s headquarters on Mt. Victoria, in
Thantlang township.

“We cannot reveal where we got this intelligence information, but we are preparing the best
we can for the defense against this airstrike,” CNF spokesperson Salai Htet Ni told RFA’s
Burmese Service.

He said the documents revealed that churches, hospitals, clinics and schools are also on the
list of possible targets.

News of the plans frightened people living in the area, a civilian living near Mt. Victoria told
RFA.

“We are the only village near that mountain,” he said. “If they also target the village, we
could be hit hard.”

Thant Zin, the junta’s spokesperson for Chin state, has not responded to the CNF’s claims
that the military is preparing to launch airstrikes in region.

The military only launches airstrikes when absolutely necessary, said Thein Tun Oo, executive
director of Thaenaga Institute for Strategic Studies, a pro-military think tank formed with
former military officers.

“The position is the same for all armed organizations in the country. If they view something
as detrimental for their security, they take military action. This is a very normal path,” he
said.
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“But | am suspicious that such an important decision to launch an airstrike has been leaked
to the outside. It is hard to say whether their information is right or wrong.”

Junta forces last month killed 63 people in Kachin state, many of them members of the
Kachin Independence Organization, when they bombed a concert in what is believed to be
the bloodiest single airstrike in Myanmar since last year’s military coup.

Translated by Ye K.M. Maung. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/airstrike-11182022173805.html

Russia and Myanmar landmine use challenges mine ban treaty
By AFP|

Russia's use of newly-produced landmines in Ukraine poses the greatest challenge to the
landmark Mine Ban Treaty struck 25 years ago, a monitor said Thursday.

Moscow has developed new anti-personnel mines and used ones made as recently as 2021 in
Ukraine, the Landmine Monitor said.

The monitor's annual report identified 277 civilian casualties of mines and explosives in Ukraine
in the first nine months of 2022 -- a near fivefold rise on the 58 in 2021.

"At least seven types of anti-personnel mines have been used by Russian forces in Ukraine since
Russia invaded the country on February 24," it said.

The monitor said it had confirmed evidence that Russian troops had planted "victim-activated
booby-traps and improvised explosive devices in Ukraine... prior to retreating and abandoning
their positions".

"Scatterable mines" appear to have been used in several regions, it said.

The report said the use of landmines by Russia -- and by Myanmar -- marred the 25th
anniversary of the Mine Ban Treaty, the pioneering accord struck in 1997 in Ottawa.

- 'Big setback'’ -

A total of 164 countries are bound by the ban treaty and have jointly destroyed more than 55
million stockpiled anti-personnel mines.

Russia is not a signatory to the Mine Ban Treaty, while Ukraine is.

"This is the first time that a country that has signed up to the Mine Ban Treaty has faced the use
of mines on its territory by another country. That's a big setback for the landmine treaty," said
one of the report's editors Mary Wareham, the arms advocacy director at Human Rights Watch.
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"Anti-personnel landmines are unacceptable weapons that should not be used under any
circumstances," she told a press conference.

Ukraine has been asked to respond to allegations that it has used some of its 3.3 million
stockpile of landmines -- which should have been destroyed -- since the Russian invasion.

The report said the "greatest challenge" to the emerging norm against landmines "can be seen
in new use".

"Landmines continue to kill and injure civilians, destroy livelihoods, deny land use, and disrupt
access to essential services in more than 60 countries and territories," it added.

Globally in 2021, at least 5,544 casualties were reported across 50 territories, of which 2,182
were fatal, it said.

The all-time low of 3,456 was registered in 2013.
- Syria, Afghanistan worst-hit -
Syria witnessed the highest number of casualties in 2021 for the second straight year, at 1,227.

It was closely followed at 1,074 by Afghanistan, which has had more than 1,000 annual
casualties for over a decade.

Colombia, Iraqg, Mali, Nigeria and Yemen also recorded more than 100 casualties last year.

Where the age, combat status and gender of victims were known, 76 percent of casualties were
civilians -- of whom half were children. Males made up 81 percent of the victims.

Besides their use by the armed forces of Russia and Myanmar, landmines were deployed in
2021 by non-state armed groups in the Central African Republic, Colombia, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, India and Myanmar.

There are approximately 45 million anti-personnel mines stockpiled worldwide.

Russia has the largest stockpile at 26.5 million, followed by fellow treaty non-signatories
Pakistan with an estimated six million, India, China, and the United States, which has three
million.

- 60 territories still mined -

Nearly 133 square kilometres (51 square miles) of land were cleared of landmines last year --
more than half of which were in Cambodia and Croatia.

Over 117,000 anti-personnel mines were destroyed, the report said.

But at least 60 territories are still riddled with anti-personnel mines, with only Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe currently seeming on target to meet clearance deadlines.
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Assistance for victims was also inadequate, the report said.

"In 2021, healthcare and rehabilitation activities remained under-funded and faced increasing
and numerous challenges," it said, adding that global support for demining decreased by seven
percent to $598.9 million in 2021.

The 24th annual report was produced by the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor, the
research and monitoring arm of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and the Cluster
Munition Coalition NGOs.

https://mizzima.com/article/russia-and-myanmar-landmine-use-challenges-mine-ban-treaty

Invitations have been made to get genuine peace and to ease armed conflicts, discussions can
bring solutions to current problems: SAC Chairman

PUBLISHED 18 NOVEMBER 2022

Chairman of State Administration Council (SAC) and
Prime Minister Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing in his
message to mark the 102nd National Victory Day said
that the government invited and held talks with
respective representatives to ease the armed conflicts
and restore genuine peace and discussions alone can
bring solutions to current problems.

The State is striving to ensure a strong and dynamic
Union spirit, to respect and promote the customs and
traditions of all National peoples and preserve and safeguard their cultural heritage and
national characteristics, and to enhance the health, fitness and education quality of the entire
nation, he said.

The entire national people are organized to participate in strengthening the national solidarity
based on the national spirit and in building the Union based on democracy and federalism
through the united strength of the ethnic national people. It is necessary to build a peaceful,
tranquil, all-round developed nation through the united strength of all ethnic national people of
the Union based on the essence of unity, he added.

Taking lessons from historical events, the State is paving the way for peace based on the
Constitution (2008) and the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement-NCA.

In his message, he added that education is the foundation for the development of the State,
the cooperation of the people and teachers is crucial in staging the free education campaign for
enabling all school-age youths to have the learning opportunity and to complete at least KG+9
education. Efforts must be made for the emergence of well-versed educated citizens with high
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capability. It is necessary to preserve languages, works of literature, cultures, fine arts,
traditions and historical heritage of all ethnic people nurtured with education as a national
duty.

As a poem composed by veteran poet Saya Zaw Gyi, “confidence in own strength, taking pride
in the prestige of nationals”, it is necessary to strive for the development of the nation in
accordance with another stanzas of the poem “despite different opinions, no one shall not
uphold selfishness”.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/invitations-have-been-made-to-get-genuine-peace-and-to-
ease-armed-conflicts-discussions-can

Myanmar Shadow Civilian Government Opens Office in Washington

Ingyin Naing

FILE - Myanmar citizens living in India protest the
military coup in Myanmar and demand recognition of
the National Unity Government of Myanmar, in New
Delhi, Feb. 22, 2022. The National Unity Government on
Nov. 18, 2022, was preparing to open its first office in
Washington.

WASHINGTON — Myanmar’s government-in-exile,
known as the shadow National Unity Government (NUG), on Friday prepared to open its first
office in Washington to reach out to U.S. officials, international diplomats and the local
community.

NUG’s foreign minister, Zin Mar Aung, told VOA the office aims to promote communication
between the shadow government and a wide range of interests.

“We aim to work with U.S. closely and effectively as well as the Burmese community in the
U.S.,” the foreign minister said, adding that the goal is “to be effective in our diplomatic
channel.”

She noted that NUG has representatives in other countries, notably Australia and South Korea.

NUG was formed by ousted Myanmar officials and some ethnic leaders who oppose the
country’s military government and back the armed resistance movement fighting it.

Priscilla Clapp, a senior adviser at the U.S. Institute of Peace, told VOA the opening of the office
in the U.S. capital “is a big deal” but noted that the office carries no official status.

“It’s not official recognition. We can't do that because we have an embassy in Rangoon,” Clapp
said, using the former name of Yangon. “And if we were to recognize an alternative

Page 16 of 69


https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/invitations-have-been-made-to-get-genuine-peace-and-to-ease-armed-conflicts-discussions-can
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/invitations-have-been-made-to-get-genuine-peace-and-to-ease-armed-conflicts-discussions-can
https://www.voanews.com/author/ingyin-naing/iqov_

government officially, we would lose our embassy. It's easier to do that when you don't have
diplomatic relations with the country. Diplomatic relations are with a country, not a
government. We have an embassy in Rangoon but they don't really talk to the government, or |
mean the SAC, in Naypyidaw.” She was referring to the State Administration Council, the junta
now running Myanmar.

Clapp, who served as chief of mission and permanent charge d’affaires at the U.S. Embassy in
Burma from 1999 to 2002, said the previous Burmese exiled government, known as the
National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma, or NCGUB, did not have the same
opportunities to exert influence that NUG has.

“The NCGUB didn't have this kind of popular support and determination that this resistance
has. This is very serious — | mean, this is a revolution going on in this country and that doesn't
happen before,” Clapp said.

NUG announced armed resistance against the military junta last September, backed by some
ethnic armed groups.

A recent report by former U.N. officials serving on a special advisory council on Myanmar
estimated the junta has lost control of more than half the country.

The Myanmar junta has labeled NUG as a terrorist group. It also rejected the advisory council
report as “baseless.”

Myanmar’s military launched a coup in February 2021, declaring a state of emergency and
detaining members of the democratically elected government. The junta declared that the 2020
election that put the country’s civilian leaders in power was invalid and pledged to hold a new
election at the end of the state of emergency.

Since then, the state of emergency has continued and thousands of people are believed to have
been killed in clashes between the military and the resistance movement.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-shadow-civilian-government-opens-office-in-
washington-/6840870.html

Myanmar Junta Releases Prisoners After International Pressure, Ahead of 2023 Elections

Tommy Walker

BANGKOK — Myanmar’s junta Thursday released thousands of prisoners, including four
foreigners as part of efforts to appease the outside world, experts and commentators say.

Former British Ambassador to Myanmar Vicky Bowman, Australian economic adviser to Aung
San Suu Kyi Sean Turnell, U.S citizen Kyaw Htay Oo, and Japanese filmmaker Toru Kubota are
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included in a list of nearly 6,000 prisoners released according, to the junta, officially the State
Administration Council.

Writer Mg Thar Cho who was imprisoned following the
military coup on February 01, 2021, walks free after his
release from Insein prison, in Yangon, Myanmar, Nov.
17, 2022.

Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director of Human Rights
Watch, told VOA he hopes the release of the prisoners
was a sign of things to come.

"One hopes this release will not be a one-off event but rather the start of a process by the junta
to release all political prisoners in Myanmar. The international community should demand no
less. People should never be criminalized and imprisoned for simply expressing political
opinions and peacefully exercising their rights,” he said.

Tun Aung Shwe, the representative to Australia for the opposition shadow National Unity
Government told VOA he was surprised at Turnell’s release.

“Sean is very special and the junta using him as a playing card of its hostage diplomacy game,”
he said.

Myanmar has had mass prisoner releases before.

In October 2021, the junta pardoned and dropped the charges against thousands of prisoners
but human rights groups said the move did not reflect broader change in the military’s
approach.

Myanmar political analyst and Director of Communications at think tank Institute Strategy &
Policy Myanmar (ISP), Aung Thu Nyein, cited that only a small proportion of political prisoners
are usually freed in prisoner releases.

“Since the military coup, the junta announced 8 times of amnesty but included 8% of the
political prisoners with many criminals. Lately, many arrested activists are accused of terrorism
law and they would not be categorized as “political prisoners” by the junta and they will be
difficult to release and could serve long-term imprisonment," Aung Thu Nyein said via email.

International pressure has grown since the coup on the junta, which has been hit with Western
sanctions while diplomatic scrutiny is increasing from neighboring nations, including exclusion
of the country from the recent Association of Southeast Asian Nations summit in Cambodia.

The junta is preparing for new elections next year, despite widespread unrest, but Malaysian
Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah recently said that Malaysia wouldn’t support the regime’s
election plan because some of the election rules were seen as biased.
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Tun Aung Shwe said the junta sees releasing prisoners as one way to appease the outside
world.

“] think the reason behind the amnesty is related to change of position among the ASEAN
leaders. The junta's ultimate aim is to hold the election next year and it needs endorsement
from the international community. This amnesty is a move to response increasing pressure
from ASEAN and looking for the international community's positive view on its election plan,”
he said.

Aung Thu Nyein shared a similar view.

“One of my presumptions is the prisoners’ release is also a test-run before the 2023 proposed
elections. We can expect more prisoners [to be] release[d] if this attempt works smoothly at
the end of the year [for] Myanmar’s Independence Day and [the] following Union Day on
February 12, and March 27, Tatmadaw Day,” he told VOA.

Prisoners were given amnesty to mark a national holiday while the four foreigners were
released “for the relationship with other countries and also for humanitarian purposes”
according to state media.

Bowman was jailed in September by military authorities for breaching Myanmar’s immigration
law. She had been Britain’s ambassador to Myanmar from 2002 to 2006.

Kubota was sentenced to 10 years in prison last month for violating sedition and
communication laws.

Both arrived in Bangkok Thursday after being deported from Myanmar.

Turnell has been detained since February of last year before being sentenced to three years in
prison in September for violation of the Myanmar’s Official Secrets Act. He arrived back in
Australia on Friday.

https://www.voanews.com/a/myanmar-junta-releases-prisoners-after-international-pressure-
ahead-of-2023-elections/6840065.html

Myanmar’s Civilian Government Demands More Pressure to Release All Political Prisoners
By THE IRRAWADDY | 18 November 2022

Myanmar’s civilian National Unity Government (NUG) urged the population and the
international community to increase pressure to force the junta to unconditionally release all
political prisoners.

Following the regime’s amnesty on Thursday that saw the release of some prominent political
prisoners, acting president Duwa Lashi La said the releases were a result of pressure.
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“But there are thousands of political prisoners, including President U Win Myint and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi. Many have been tortured and there are daily arrests,” he said.

“The regime’s amnesty could be seen as an act of compassion and mercy but it’s really an
attempt to reduce the pressure,” he said.

The 2021 coup sparked widespread protests that met with deadly crackdowns, leading to
thousands of arrests and fueling armed resistance across the country.

The international community, including the US and EU, have responded to the junta
crackdowns with sanctions against the regime’s leadership and its business associates and
called for the release of all political prisoners.

The regime released a National League for Democracy minister, party spokesman Dr. Myo
Nyunt, former student leader Ko Mya Aye and an anti-regime activist Buddhist monk among
almost 6,000 prisoners granted amnesty on Thursday.

Ko Mya Aye, one of the leaders of the 88 Generation Students group, and Dr. Myo Nyunt were
released from Yangon’s Insein Prison. Both were arrested during the February 1 coup.

The Assistance Association of Political Prisoners (AAPP), an advocacy group for prisoners’ rights,
told The Irrawaddy it had recorded the release of 72 political prisoners by Friday afternoon.

Others being released include Australian economist Sean Turnell, a former adviser to Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, former British envoy Vicky Bowman and her husband Htein Linn, who is a citizen of
Myanmar, and Japanese filmmaker Toru Kubota.

Observers said the amnesty was an old trick used by successive juntas to reduce international
pressure. The regime faces western sanctions and criticism from fellow members of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

However, Cambodian foreign minister Prak Sokhonn, ASEAN’s special envoy on Myanmar,
stated on Thursday that the amnesty was an important gesture of “goodwill in pursuing a
peaceful solution to the current crisis”. The Cambodian regime has strong ties with Myanmar’s
junta.

He promised to visit Myanmar for a third time in the coming weeks “to assist Myanmar’s return
to normalcy and a democratic path”.

During his previous visits, Prak Sokhonn was not allowed to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-civilian-government-demands-more-
pressure-to-release-all-political-prisoners.html
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CSW welcomes the release of 53 political prisoners in Myanmar

By Mizzima |

Relatives gather around a bus carrying prisoners being
released outside the Insein prison in Yangon on
November 17, 2022. Photo: AFP

Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) says it welcomes
the release of 53 political prisoners as part of a mass
amnesty announced by the Myanmar military to mark
Myanmar’s national day.

As CSW said in a press release, among the Burmese political prisoners released were Dr Myo
Nyunt, a party spokesperson for the National League for Democracy, U Kyaw Tint Swe, a former
Union minister in Aung San Suu Kyi’s government, Shwe Nawa Sayadaw, a Buddhist monk who
had opposed the regime, satirical writer and critic of the military Maung Tha Cho, and leading
pro-democracy activist Ko Mya Aye, from the 88 Generation students’ movement.

Also released were the UK’s former ambassador to Myanmar Vicky Bowman, who was arrested
on 24 August after being accused of breaking visa rules, the Australian academic Sean Turnell,
and the Japanese filmmaker Toru Kubota.

Since the military seized power in a coup in February 2021, there has been an extensive
crackdown on activists, political leaders and other dissidents throughout the country. The
Assistance Association for Political Prisoners in Burma (AAPP), which has been documenting
events since the coup took place, claims that only 53 of the 5,774 individuals released were
political prisoners, and on 17 November the Association reported that 12,976 political prisoners
remained in detention.

CSW’s Senior Analyst for East Asia Benedict Rogers said: “While we welcome the release of 53
political prisoners today, we encourage the international community to remember that nearly
13,000 remain in detention. The Myanmar army continues to silence anyone it perceives as a
threat or critic. It is responsible for the deaths of over 2,400 people since the coup took place,
and the situation for religious and ethnic minorities has deteriorated significantly. CSW
continues to call for the immediate and unconditional release of all remaining prisoners, and for
extensive and coordinated sanctions on the Myanmar military and its enterprises. A global arms
embargo is essential to prevent the military from getting its hands on additional weapons with
which it can wage violence on those calling for democracy.”

https://mizzima.com/article/csw-welcomes-release-53-political-prisoners-myanmar
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After Prisoner Release, More—Not Less—Pressure Needed on Myanmar’s Brutal Regime
By AUNG ZAW | 18 November 2022

The release of some political prisoners in Myanmar comes as good news for the detainees’
families and friends. We must allow them their relief and their tears of joy at the news. But we
must also see the amnesty for what it is: a cynical gesture, little more than a worn-out dirty
trick from the decades-old playbook used by regimes past and present. We should not be
fooled by it.

We all know that the ones who should be in prison in Myanmar are the leaders of this brutal
regime. As we read the feel-good headlines about prisoners being freed, the junta continues to
commit daily atrocities and war crimes in the countryside.

In an act officially intended to mark Myanmar’s National Day—and likely a calculated attempt
to ease some of the growing international pressure on the generals without making any
changes in their brutal behavior—almost 6,000 prisoners were released, including a handful of
high-profile foreign detainees: former UK Ambassador Vicky Bowman; Sean Turnell, an
Australian economist and former Daw Aung San Suu Kyi aide; and Japanese filmmaker Toru
Kubota. None of the foreigners committed any crime and they did not deserve to be in prison in
the first place. In recent weeks, foreign governments had lobbied hard for their freedom.

Among the Myanmar citizens released was Ko Mya Aye, a member of the 88 Generation
Students Group and an outspoken critic of the regime.

Ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) Central Executive Committee member Dr. Myo Nyunt and
legal adviser U Kyaw Ho, prominent writer Maung Tha Cho and well-known Buddhist monk Shwe Nya
War Sayadaw were released from Yangon’s infamous Insein Prison on Thursday after nearly two years’
detention. The four were among those arrested on the first day of the coup.

Also freed was U Kyaw Tint Swe, a former ambassador to the UN under Senior General Than
Shwe’s regime—in which role he strongly defended the then junta, known as the State Peace
and Development Council—and who later served as minister for the Office of the State
Counselor under Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. He is not a member of the NLD.

Signs emerged recently that a release was imminent. In October, Turnell was transferred to
Insein Prison from Naypyitaw after his sentencing by a junta court there. A few weeks ago,
prison authorities told U Kyaw Tint Swe and well-known detainees from the entertainment
industry to write appeal letters, promising them they would be released. The release of all
political prisoners is conditional; if they are later found to be involved in political activities, they
will be thrown back into prison.

Some analysts and diplomats point out that the release comes in the wake of increasing
pressure from the West, including additional economic sanctions, as well as stepped up
criticism from governments in the region.
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At its recent summit in Cambodia, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
continued to bar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing from attending. Calls are growing within the
regional bloc to engage more with Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government (NUG), and
Malaysian Foreign Minister Saifuddin Abdullah recently said his country would not support the
regime’s elections in 2023. Moreover, calls to expel Myanmar from ASEAN are growing louder.
Myanmar’s powerful neighbor China, while happy to let ASEAN publicly take the lead on the
crisis, continues to play a role behind the scenes, having also opened a line of communication
with the NUG. Beijing also recently expressed concern over Myanmar’s deteriorating economic
situation and instability.

But democracy activists and regime opponents say the pressure is still insufficient, the release
of a few political prisoners notwithstanding. They point out that with the exception of veteran
Muslim activist Ko Mya Aye, the regime freed only political prisoners who pose little threat. And
while the foreigners will doubtless be glad to be going home, for the Myanmar citizens
released, their newfound “freedom” simply means moving to a bigger prison.

This week and last—even as the ASEAN Summit delegates were meeting—the regime
continued to burn down villages in Sagaing Region, sending fighter jets and helicopters

to conduct air raids and commit atrocities. Far from halting, the regime’s machinery of violence
only moved into a higher gear.

Which makes it all the more difficult to swallow when some pundits outside of Myanmar cite
the prisoner release as evidence that pressure and lobbying efforts are working.

Many prominent political prisoners including President U Win Myint, State Counselor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and a large number of chief ministers and well-known activists remain behind bars.
Over 13,000 political prisoners continue to languish in the country’s jails. Many have received
death sentences, and concern for their fate remains high after the regime’s execution of four
activists—including a lawmaker and a prominent activist—in July, ahead of the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers Meeting in Cambodia.

The international response to the Myanmar crisis has been feeble and remains entirely
insufficient.

In the wake of the regime’s amnesty on Thursday, Cambodia has turned out to be the first to
drink the junta’s Kool-Aid. Its Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, who serves as ASEAN’s Special
Envoy on Myanmar, said in a statement on the same day that he considered the mass release
an important gesture and a sign of “good will in pursuing a peaceful solution to the current
crisis.” He also said he will visit Myanmar for the third time in the coming weeks “to assist
Myanmar’s return to normalcy and [a] democratic path.” In February, Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen mistakenly said Turnell had been released as a result of a request the prime
minister made to regime chief Min Aung Hlaing.
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Since the coup, the regime has committed war crimes and atrocities on a daily basis. It should
not be rewarded for resorting to old tricks designed to ease some pressure and gain legitimacy.

| have seen this script played out many times over the past 30 years—I have also seen the way
it dupes some in the international community into believing that compromise with the junta is
possible.

ASEAN and true friends of Myanmar should stand firm and refuse to drink the junta’s Kool-Aid.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/after-prisoner-release-more-not-less-
pressure-needed-on-myanmars-brutal-regime.html

Don’t buy Myanmar junta’s empty ‘humanitarian’ gesture

As tempting as it is to take comfort in a little good news these days, we must not forget who
is responsible for the country’s misery

Myanmar Now | Published on Nov 18, 2022

Relatives gather around a bus carrying prisoners being
released outside the Insein prison in Yangon on
November 17, 2022 (Photo by STR/AFP via Getty Images)

The rain was coming down heavily in Yangon on Thursday
afternoon, but it did little to deter the crowds that had
gathered outside of the city’s Insein Prison to greet
inmates as they were released as part of a general
amnesty announced earlier in the day. In a country that has seen more than its fair share of
doom and gloom in recent years, it would take more than a downpour to dampen this rare
moment of elation.

It was indeed a happy occasion. Among the nearly 5,800 freed were a number of political
prisoners, including some who had been in the clutches of Myanmar’s junta from the day the
military seized power more than 21 months ago. Some were outspoken critics of the regime,
while others were figures close to the ousted government. Most released on Thursday,
however, were ordinary convicts.

International attention was largely focussed on a handful of high-profile foreign prisoners,
including Australian economist Sean Turnell and former UK ambassador Vicky Bowman. They
and two others—Japanese filmmaker Toru Kubota and US national Kyaw Htay Oo—were
deported soon after their release.

In Myanmar, however, all eyes were on prisoners like Mya Aye, a veteran of the 1988 pro-
democracy uprising, and Shwe Nya Wah Sayadaw, a senior monk known to be a strong
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supporter of the ousted ruling party, the National League for Democracy (NLD). Both were
among the first to be taken away in the early hours of February 1, 2021 by a regime that feared
their ability to rally resistance to its rule.

The crowd in front of Insein Prison was jubilant as the two staunch defenders of democracy
emerged from behind bars looking strong and healthy, but both refrained from saying anything
likely to provoke their erstwhile jailers.

“1 will always be with the people of Myanmar,” remarked Mya Aye simply, saying all that he
needed to say to let the public know where his loyalties still stood.

Like many other political detainees released yesterday, Mya Aye and Shwe Nya Wah Sayadaw,
as well as a number of NLD officials, were due to be released after serving their two-year jail
terms for incitement, regardless of the amnesty.

Veteran activist Mya Aye and other prominent junta
critics released as part of mass amnesty

Several of those freed under an amnesty announced
on Thursday had been arrested on the day of last
year’s coup

According to its announcement on Thursday morning,
the junta declared the amnesty as a “humanitarian” gesture to mark Myanmar’s National Day.
But as more than a million people remain homeless around the country due to the military’s
murderous rampages, few found the regime’s professed benevolence very convincing.

Since seizing power, the junta has killed thousands of Myanmar citizens and imprisoned tens of
thousands more. Following previous amnesties, many released prisoners were rearrested under
new charges, compounding the cruelty of their treatment by a regime that routinely tortures its
opponents, often to death.

In fact, this latest amnesty can only be seen as a cynical attempt to deflect attention from the
ongoing horror story that is Myanmar under military rule. It is surely no coincidence that it
came as world leaders were gathering in neighbouring Thailand for the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation summit that begins today in Bangkok.

None of this is new in Myanmar, a country that has been run by the military for most of its
post-independence history. Political prisoners are seen as bargaining chips, and even when they
are released to gain some advantage for the junta, their continued safety and freedom are
never assured.

The current regime knows that the people of Myanmar are struggling to cope with the
hardships that it has imposed on them. Meanwhile, the rest of the world remains distracted by
the war in Ukraine and other major challenges that threaten global stability. The junta may be
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hoping, then, that even an empty display of goodwill will go a long way toward winning a
degree of international acceptance.

Speaking at a press conference in Bangkok, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken welcomed
news of the amnesty as “one bright spot in what is otherwise an incredibly dark time” for a
country that stands out as especially hard hit by suffering, even amidst all the other misery
engulfing the world today.

He was not wrong to welcome this development, but hopefully he and other leaders won’t be
fooled into believing that this is anything like a signal that Myanmar’s regime is prepared to
soften its approach towards its opponents.

If there is one thing that the country’s people can be sure of, it is that nothing short of an end
to military rule will improve their prospects for a better future. And this is something that the
rest of the world must also understand.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/dont-buy-myanmar-juntas-empty-humanitarian-
gesture

ASEAN chair special envoy welcomes recent mass release of prisoners in Myanmar
Source: Xinhua | 2022-11-18

PHNOM PENH, Nov. 18 (Xinhua) -- Cambodia's Foreign Minister Prak Sokhonn, who is the
special envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar, on Friday welcomed the recent mass release of
prisoners by the State Administration Council of Myanmar.

In a statement released to the media on Friday, Sokhonn considered this mass release as an
important gesture in the right direction to create a conducive environment for the
commencement of a dialogue process among all concerned parties in Myanmar.

"It is a sign of good will in pursuing a peaceful solution to the current crisis, and a positive
development in line with the spirit and aspiration of the Five-Point Consensus reached at the
ASEAN Leaders' Meeting on April 24, 2021," he said.

It is hoped that more progress can be achieved on the three priorities of the Five-Point
Consensus, namely ending violence, facilitation of humanitarian assistance delivery, and
building trust and confidence for an inclusive peace dialogue, according to the statement.

The statement came after the State Administration Council of Myanmar on Thursday granted
amnesty to 5,774 prisoners to mark the country's National Day.

ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations) groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.
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ASEAN geared to deal harshly with the Myanmar military junta
By Sai Wansai | November 18, 2022

After nearly two years of getting nowhere to even stem the tide of open armed conflict in
Myanmar in the aftermath of the Burmese military junta putsch that ousted the civilian
government in February 2021, ASEAN Leaders’ Review and Decision on the Implementation of
the Five-Point Consensus (5PC) 15-point statement was released on November 11, 2022, that
should make a difference.

ASEAN Leaders’ Statement
Some important points are as follows:

“During the 40th and 41st ASEAN Summits, the Leaders assessed the implementation of Five-
Point Consensus as agreed at the ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting in April 2021,” writes the first
paragraph of the statement.

OFTHE D9 mv=o ey . N
occnacanomased  ASEAN foreign ministers hold hands as ASEANS style.
PRIME MI,NI;STE&QF Tﬁs,‘iz

“We reaffirmed that Myanmar remains an integral part of
ASEAN,” writes the second paragraph.

“Considering that the situation in Myanmar remains critical
and fragile, with growing violence as a major concern
which affects not only Myanmar but also ASEAN’s
Community-building efforts, ASEAN is committed to assist
Myanmar in finding a peaceful and durable solution to the current crisis,” writes the fourth
paragraph.

The fifth continues, “With little progress achieved in implementation of the Five-Point
Consensus, it is therefore incumbent on the Myanmar Armed Forces to comply with its
commitments to the ASEAN Leaders.”

The sixth writes, “The Five-Point Consensus shall remain our valid reference and should be
implemented in its entirety.”

“There is a need for an implementation plan that outlines concrete, practical and measurable
indicators with specific timeline to support the Five-Point Consensus and, therefore, shall be
developed. We tasked the Foreign Ministers to develop the implementation plan,” according to
the seventh paragraph.
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OPENING CEREMONY ASEAN leaders.

OF THE 55™ ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING
Y

IDED OVE
SAMDECH AKKA MOHA SENA PADEI TECHO HUN SEN
PRIME MINISTER OF THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

The most important point and measure to involve all
stakeholders in paragraph eighth states, “To seek all parties
concerned to adhere to and implement the Five-Point
Consensus and for ASEAN to engage all stakeholders soon.
Engagement would be done in a flexible and informal
manner, primarily undertaken by the Special Envoy of the
ASEAN Chair on Myanmar due to the neutrality that is inherent in his/her mandate, with the
sole objective of restoring peace and stability in the country in accordance with the Five-Point
Consensus.”

ASEAN 5PC

ASEAN Five-Point Consensus (ASEAN 5PC) to help end the crisis following the ASEAN Leaders’
Meeting in Jakarta in April 2021, calls for:

Immediate cessation of violence with all parties enjoined to exercise utmost restraint.
Constructive dialogue among all parties concerned to seek a peaceful solution.

A special envoy of the ASEAN Chair to facilitate mediation of the dialogue process, with the
assistance of the ASEAN Secretary-General of ASEAN.

ASEAN to provide humanitarian assistance through the AHA Centre.
The Special Envoy and delegation to visit Myanmar to meet with all parties concerned.
Response of Military Junta and NUG

The military junta on November 11 slammed a decision by ASEAN to engage with opposition
groups, which include the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) to the junta and ethnic
resistance organizations (ERO), to seek ways to defuse the ever heightening civil war, with no
sign of ending anytime soon.

“Myanmar strongly objects to and condemns the attempts by ASEAN member states to engage
with those unlawful and terrorist organisations through any means and forms,” the junta’s
foreign affairs ministry said in a statement.

In contrast, the NUG 6-paragraph statement on November 12, regarding the ASEAN statement
of November 11 noted and agreed that the ASEAN 5PC isn’t progressing and that there is a
need to reframe or expand the 5PC, vowing to work with the ASEAN.

Part of its statement writes: “The National Unity Government agrees that the lack of progress
on Five-Point Consensus (5PC) implementation requires that other options be explores. The 5PC
is ill-fit for purpose and must be reframed or expanded, with engagement with the National
Unity Government built in, before an implementation plan and useful indicators can be
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developed. The National Unity Government stands ready to work with ASEAN Foreign Ministers
and Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar to shape this process.”

The National Unity Government further offered to partner with ASEAN in delivering
humanitarian assistance to the needy communities; welcomed ASEAN Leaders’ call for UN
support; said that ASEAN Leaders could have barred the illegal junta from all ASEAN meetings,
and is confident that the ASEAN Coordinating Council will adopt this stance.

Earlier, on November 8 prior to the ASEAN Summit Meeting, Acting President of the NUG Duwa
Lashi La wrote to the nine ASEAN Leaders stating: “I note that the military junta’s proposed
elections are not only a sham and illegal, but they will certainly cause greater instability in
Myanmar and the region. We earnestly hope that ASEAN rejects the junta’s sham elections.
ASEAN must be genuine in seeking a sustainable political solution for peace and stability in our
country.”

“The NUG and other stakeholders have prepared a serious roadmap for the future of Myanmar.
It is based on respect for the law, democracy, peace and a commitment to an inclusive new
Myanmar that extends its support and protection to all our peoples including Rohingya. We ask
you to support this roadmap in the interest of our entire region,” he added in the closing of his
appeal letter.

Meanwhile, on November 17, nearly 6,000 prisoners were released by the junta to mark the
national day.

Among those released from various prisons across the country were Mr. Sean Turnell,
economic advisor during the NLD government; Counselor Office Minister U Kyaw Tint Swe;
Vicky Bowman, former British Ambassador to Myanmar; Japanese documentary filmmaker Toru
Kobota; and Myanmar-born American U Kyaw Htay Oo.

General Zaw Min Tun, spokesman for the military junta, said that among the 5,774 prisoners
released today, 712 were arrested under Section 505 (a) for political activities, according to the
RFA report.

However, how many political prisoners were released is not yet known at this writing.

According to the Association for the Assistance of Political Prisoners (AAPP) on November 16,
13,015 people have been arrested nationwide in the more than 21 months since the military
coup.

Other opinions

According to the leaked documents from ASEAN closed door meeting ASEAN Leaders were
worried that Myanmar conflict could morph into a proxy war of China and US, which ASEAN
leaders wanted to avoid at all cost. Another point is that they didn’t want to create the
impression that Myanmar (meaning: the military junta) will be kicked out altogether by barring
it to attend all the ASEAN meetings, according to the RFA report of November 14.
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Human rights lawyer Patrick Phongsathorn from Fortify Rights said: “If we look at the
discussions in these leaked documents, ASEAN is primarily concerned on keeping no influence
comes from outside the group on Myanmar affairs. That is what ASEAN leaders really take
seriously. They are more concerned about preventing China and the US from intervening in
Myanmar affairs. They are oblivious to the fact that thousands of people are dying at the hands
of military leaders on the ground. As long as ASEAN leaders do nothing effectively, lives will
continue to be lost.”

International news agencies are of the opinion that the ASEAN Summit 40-41 wasn’t doing
enough and made little effort to pressure the junta to halt its terrorist attacks on the people.

The junta has been barred from attending ASEAN Summit meetings and foreign ministers’
conferences and the civil society organizations have been urging that junta be banned from all
ASEAN-related meetings, of which Indonesian has also proposed in the same vein.

But AP news agency reported Thailand, Cambodia and Laos rejected it by reasoning that if the
junta is barred to attend all ASEAN meetings it would mean like revoking Myanmar’s
membership, during the closed door ASEAN Leaders’ meeting.

Apart from that Myanmar is part of the ASEAN which cannot be omitted and thus urging or
proposal of expelling Myanmar was rejected at the closed door ASEAN Leaders’ meeting,
according to the AP news agency, RFA report of November 14 wrote.

Regarding the only partial ban of the junta in ASEAN meetings, there is a problem and deeply
flawed according to Patrick Phongsathorn.

He said, “According to these leaked documents, it is proposed not to change the permission of
representatives of Myanmar’s military leaders to attend all ASEAN meetings, except for the
ASEAN Summit and Foreign Ministers’ Meetings. This shows the serious failure of ASEAN to
take the lead in solving the Myanmar issue. Since the Burmese military leader is committing
crimes against humanity and killing his own people, the military leader should not be allowed to
participate in the entire ASEAN organization system at all.”

“As of now, the military council is continuing to participate in discussions to resolve the
Myanmar problem. Since they themselves are the source of the problem, they cannot be
allowed to participate in trying to solve the problem. Just this week, an ASEAN air force
coordination meeting will be held under the leadership of the Myanmar Air Force. This air force
is bombing civilians all over Myanmar. This is not acceptable in any way. | would like to ask why
this murderous military leader is still allowed to attend ASEAN meetings, ” he added.

According to RFA report of November 15, U Thein Tun Oo, executive director of the Thayninga
Institute for Strategic Studies, a group made up of former military generals, criticizes ASEAN for
having a wrong approach and interfering in other people’s internal affairs.
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“If ASEAN wants Myanmar’s full cooperation, it will not be easy to make decision on their own.
It is a political stumbling block that cannot be resolved at the moment. The other thing is
according to the ASEAN’s original principles setting time frame and all are already a form of
meddling in another country’s internal affairs. This won’t be accepted. The approach is quite off
(the track). Assuredly, if it is like this there will be no answer.”

U Thein Tun Oo also said that the military council will not be bothered by ASEAN’s decisions,
but will continue to do what it has to do, including holding elections in 2023.

Perspective

Given such political scenarios, mediation led by ASEAN between the junta and its opposition
groups, which is a loose alliance of ethnic resistance organizations (ERO) and the NUG, may not
happen, due to the junta’s rejection of ASEAN decision to implement the 5PC attached with
time frame, blaming the barring of junta to participate in ASEAN Summit Meeting.

The deliberation of timeline tasked to the ASEAN foreign ministers to create a time frame for
the junta to comply may take at least six to eight months. By that time, the junta may have
pulled through its 2023 scheduled general election, even though it may be flawed with only
limited constituencies able hold the elections.

After that the junta may claim legitimacy and some governments, including even some of the
UN and ASEAN organs may invite the junta’s controlled government to participate, although the
UN Credential Committee and UNGA haven’t decided yet on which party, junta or NUG, should
be represented at the UN.

But the civil war and partial ceasefire with a small group of Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement-
Signatory-Ethnic Armed Organizations may likely go parallel with each other and the population
will continue to bear the brunt of the ongoing civil war.

The proposition of not expelling the junta altogether and allowing it to attend some ASEAN
meetings, except the ASEAN Summit Meeting and Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, is not in order, as
the ASEAN can use it as a stick by replacing the junta’s seat with the NUG as observer to create
a sort of pressure on the junta to end the armed conflict and agree to nationwide ceasefire.

Moreover, ASEAN can either ask the NUG to send the National Unity Consultative Committee
(NUCC) to be seen as more inclusive, which is made up of a broad spectrum of ERO, NUG and
civil society organizations, or even ask to expand it broader, for the purpose of working with the
ASEAN together to end the civil war.

If the junta is hard-headed and continues to go on without any hint of ending the civil war,
ASEAN can evaluate its position either to upgrade the NUG /NUCC observer position or expel
the junta altogether, or applying them both.

For the time being, there is a hint that the junta is starting to loosen up its tyrannical rule a bit
by releasing some political prisoners, but will have to wait and see how far the junta will go.
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U Aung Myo Kyaw, spokesperson for the AAPP, said that the release of the prisoners today is
just a political ploy by the military council to make the 2023 election internationally acceptable.
But it could also be to ward off the ASEAN “stick” which is threatening to set a time frame for
the junta to implement the ASEAN’s 5-Point Consensus, primarily to end the civil war and
attacks on the people.

Either way, ASEAN can’t let the junta hijack it’s organisation and paralysed it forever and it has
to do something drastic if it wants to be an influential player at the world stage.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25594

Laos, Thailand, Myanmar seek ways to crack down on drug trafficking in Golden Triangle area
Source: Xinhua | 2022-11-18

VIENTIANE, Nov. 18 (Xinhua) -- Lao, Thai and Myanmar officials have met to discuss joint efforts
to crack down on transnational crime, especially drug trafficking in the Golden Triangle border
area, a media report said Friday.

According to the report issued on the website of the Office of the Supreme People's Prosecutor
of Laos, the second meeting of the Golden Triangle Prosecutors Network on "Cooperation to
Counter Narcotics Trafficking in the Region" was held in northern Laos' Luang Prabang province.

The meeting held from Wednesday to Friday aims to seek ways to deal with transnational crime
in the area effectively, efficiently and promptly, said the report.

The meeting listened to a presentation on the legal basis related to combating and suppressing
drug crimes, proposals on the law and how to make better cooperation in crime-related
matters among the three countries.

The participants of the meeting agreed that transnational crime, especially drugs-related crime,
has become a global issue that threatens the security of countries in the region and beyond.

The first meeting was held in Thailand in 2018.

The Golden Triangle region is an area where the borders of Laos, Thailand and Myanmar meet
along the Mekong River.

https://english.news.cn/20221118/6ac084343a1646318f0f52f095¢78d35/c.html
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