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Why Are Myanmar Resistance Offensives Yielding Limited Success?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 October 2022

While resistance raids on Myanmar junta outposts and police stations continue, their limited
firepower means they struggle to occupy targets.

The increasing availability of proper firearms among resistance groups has increased their
ability to attack junta targets, forcing regime troops in some areas, especially Sagaing and
Magwe regions, to retreat into defensive positions.

Four junta policemen from Nyaung Pyu Pin police station in Monywa Township, Sagaing Region,
were gunned down by resistance forces on Tuesday while shopping.

In early September, two officers from the police station were killed while shopping at a bazaar.

On Sunday, groups including Sagaing People’s Defense Force (PDF) and groups from Mandalay
Region attempted to occupy the police station where the military Northwestern Command is
based.

An estimated 10 junta soldiers and police were reportedly killed and five injured but the
resistance groups said they were unable to occupy the police station because of its strong
structure and heavy rain.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Resistance groups claimed to have killed five police officers on August 21 during a drive-by
shooting.

A junta outpost seized by the Karenni Army in Shadaw
Township, Kayah State, in August. / Karenni Army

On Sunday, resistance groups from Pale and Salingyi in
Sagaing Region and Myaing and Yesagyo townships in
Magwe Region said they attacked Kyar Tat police station in
Salingyi Township.

The resistance groups claimed to have killed at least 10
junta personnel and injured 18 others during five hours of fighting. But they withdrew when an
MI-35 helicopter attacked and regime reinforcements were airlifted in by helicopter.

Resistance groups from Myaing and Pauk townships in Magwe Region on Sunday abandoned an
attempt to occupy the Zee Pyar village police outpost due to their limited firepower.

They claimed to have killed about 17 junta soldiers, police and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
members and arrested over 50 militia members during their raid on the village where junta
forces are providing military training to nearly 100 militia members.
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The resistance group said they fired around 17,000 rounds of ammunition during seven hours
of fighting.

In mid-September, Kalewa PDF said it occupied and burned down Ma Sein village police station
in Kalewa Township, Sagaing Region, killing at least seven police officers.

The regime is also struggling with attacks from ethnic armed organizations and their resistance
allies in Chin, Kachin, Shan, Mon, Karen and Rakhine states. The junta is reportedly losing
personnel and its bases in the states.

On September 28, 13 junta soldiers, including a deputy battalion commander, were killed when
the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) and the Special Operations Force resistance group
occupied a junta hilltop base near Paya Taung village in Kyainseikgyi Township, Karen State.

Brigade 6 of the KNLA said it had seized at least seven junta outposts in the state since May.

Since the 2021 coup, the junta has reportedly lost around 90 bases, including key strategic
outposts and supply hubs.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/why-are-myanmar-resistance-offensives-
yielding-limited-success.html

Fighting in Myanmar’s Sagaing region kills 16 anti-junta fighters

Corpses of some slain People’s Defense Force fighters showed signs of severe torture.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.10

Undated photo of Wetlet People’s Defense Force
members. Wetlet People's Defense Force

Fighting over the weekend in northwestern Myanmar’s
restive Sagaing region between the military junta’s
soldiers and People’s Defense Force (PDF) militias left

. = 16 rebels dead, with some corpses showing signs of
severe torture, local sources told RFA.

“They had tortured them inhumanely. They cut the skins everywhere severely to keep them
from being distinguished from each other,” Tauk Te, a member of the PDF Myanmar Defense
Force, said of the seven bodies they found. “Some had their insides spilling out through open
holes in their stomachs and some had their brains coming out of their heads.”

Sagaing, an agricultural region where resistance against the junta is strong, has seen some of
the most intense fighting in Myanmar since the military took control in the February 2021
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coup. More than half a million people in Sagaing have been displaced by the fighting,
according to a U.N. report released last month.

The fighting took place in two separate battles, in Wetlet township, just north of Mandalay,
and in Taze township, farther north.

In Taze, two rebel units attacked junta soldiers with artillery near Tat Thit village around
noon on Friday, local sources told RFA, reportedly killing six junta soldiers. The next day,
fighting continued, forcing about 4,000 civilians to flee their homes in eight villages,
including Ka La Zin, Dei Yauk and Chaung Yoer, the PDF press department in Taze said.

Farther south, in Wetlet township, junta soldiers attacked a small rebel camp near Pha Yar
Lay Kone and Nay Pu Kone villages, local PDF sources said. The attack included an hour-long
air raid by 2 fighter jets and a Mi-35 military helicopter that were followed by two Mi-17
supply choppers that dropped off around 100 junta soldiers, they said.

Both the Mi-35 and Mi-17 helicopters are made by Russia, which has resisted international
pressure not to arm Myanmar’s junta amid its crackdown on civilians that began after the
military took control in a February 2021 coup.

Six rebel fighters were killed in the airstrikes, a PDF source said, and three were captured
and tortured to death. “They cut their skin and faces, and hit their heads with gun butts until
they were killed, the source said.

The rebel unit lost hand-made guns, 40MM grenades and over 450 million kyat worth of
military hardware. The soldiers also reportedly burned down their camp buildings in the

area.

Undated photo of Taze People’s Defense Force. Credit: Taze
PDFLocals told RFA that four people in their 20’s and five
people in their 30’s were among the deceased, and their
names have not been released yet.

So far, RFA has received no response from junta
spokesperson and minister for social affairs Aye Hlaing about
the hostilities in Sagaing.

Area residents also said that junta troops stationed at a monastery on Du Thin hill near Nay
Pu Kone village captured 15 local civilians in the process.

One civilian fleeing Nay Pu Kone said there have been more frequent air attacks by the junta
in their region lately. “We had to be really cautious at the sound of airplanes. No fighter jets
flew over us before. Now that they are here on us, you can imagine the danger we are in. We
had nowhere to run when they came.”
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Local residents said that more than 1,000 villagers from Nay Pu Kone and are too afraid to go
back to their homes with junta soldiers still stationed there. Myint Oo, the ousted
parliamentary representative of Wetlet, said that the junta has used more air strikes because
they have been faced with landmines in ground assaults.

“They dare not come by trucks. Lately, they have to leave their trucks somewhere safe and
walk as our PDF forces have set up landmines in several locations. But even then, they still
face landmine attacks. So they now rely mainly on air strikes,” Myint Oo said.

“Their acts of human rights abuse go beyond any words. They don’t care about any local or
international law. They just do whatever they want,” Myint Oo said. “They have given full
authority to even juniors who, as a result, kill indiscriminately without moral conscience for
civilians, including children.”

Reported by RFA Burmese. Written in English by Nawar Nemeh.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sagaing-pdf-deaths-10102022200848.html|

Arakan Army rebels capture Myanmar junta border outpost

Lake Ya Base is the second junta base captured by the Arakan Army since fighting resumed in
July.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.10.10

Arakan Army forces captured weapons and personnel at the
Myanmar junta’s Lake Ya border post in the northern part of
Maung Taw township in Rakhine state. Arakan Army

The rebel Arakan Army fighting Myanmar’s military junta on
Monday captured an outpost on the country's border with
Bangladesh, killing 30 soldiers and capturing three more,
sources told Radio Free Asia.

The capture of Lake Ya Border Patrol Base in Maungdaw
township in northwestern Rakhine state is the second such
outpost the rebel group has overrun since fighting between the two sides resumed in July.

The skirmish is the latest in the on-again, off-again conflict that has been going on for more
than a decade, driven by the ethnic Rakhine rebel group’s desire for autonomy.

“We’d been hearing repeated attacks since 2 a.m. — medium and heavy artillery — until dawn.
The Arakan Army was attacking Lake Ya base, which isn’t very large,” a local source told
RFA’s Burmese Service, asking for anonymity for fear of persecution, adding that the rebel
group had captured the outpost’s commander and some police.
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Arakan Army spokesperson Khine Thukha confirmed the base’s capture with local media,
saying 30 junta soldiers were killed, including the deputy commander. A press statement
from the group released Monday evening said three soldiers had been taken prisoner, and
added that the base was for soldiers who manned artillery.

The junta has yet to issue a statement on the attack.

Fighting between the two sides resumed after a two-year lull on July 18 in Maungdaw
township, and has since spread to Buthidaung, Rathedaung, Minbyar, Mrauk-U and
Taungoke townships in Rakhine State and Paletwa township in Chin State.

The rebel group said in a news release on Oct. 7 that they confronted the military junta in
Buthidaung and Minbyar townships during the first week of October in more than 20 battles,
killing more than 40 junta soldiers. RFA is still trying to confirm the list of the military junta’s
casualties as released by the Arakan Army.

Sources told RFA that the military is currently attacking areas in the region with artillery.

Also on Monday, Sira Zaw Dein, a 37-year-old Rohingya civilian, died when an artillery strike
from the junta’s Maungdaw region Base No. 4 hit his village, according to the Arakan Express
News, a local online news agency in Maungdaw.

Translated by Myo Min Aung. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/border base-10102022175110.html

Beyond the Headlines: Myanmar military clashes with ethnic armed organisations in Chin,
Rakhine and Shan states

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, October 3 - 10, 2022

Myanmar Now |Published on Oct 10, 2022

Lead photo: As soldiers stand by, people watch fireworks
over the Shwedagon Pagoda during celebrations to mark
the Thadingyut festival in Yangon on October 9, 2022
(STR/AFP via Getty Images)

Armed resistance

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) and the People’s
Defence Force (PDF) clashed with regime forces in
Manton, a town in northern Shan State’s Palaung (Ta’ang) Self-Administered Zone, for several
days beginning October 4.
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The fighting forced many living in the area to flee to the surrounding countryside or to northern
Shan State’s largest town, Lashio. Several houses and monasteries in Manton were reportedly
damaged by the military’s heavy artillery fire, and phone signals and the internet were also cut
off in the town. Casualty figures were not available.

The town of Manton in northern Shan State (via Shwe
Phee Myay News Agency)

According to Manton locals, the two sides began fighting
in the area last month. On September 29, the anti-regime
forces overran and torched a police station in the town.
In retaliation, junta troops opened fire on the town with
(e ) .| heavy weapons, injuring at least one civilian. Neither the
KIA nor the Ta ang Natlonal L|berat|on Army—another ethnic armed organisation active in the
region—were available for comment.

* %k %k

In a statement released on October 7, the Arakan Army (AA) said that it had killed around 40
junta soldiers and injured at least two dozen more in some 20 clashes in northern Rakhine and
southern Chin states since the beginning of the month. The fighting, which took place in four
townships, also left several AA troops wounded, the group said.

Major clashes took place near the villages of Hpa Yon Chaung and Myeik Wa in southern Chin
State’s Paletwa Township on October 1 and 2 and near the village of Kyauk Sar Taing in
northern Rakhine State’s Buthidaung Township on October 3, according to the AA statement.
The latter battle lasted five hours and left at least 17 junta troops dead, it claimed. Another
clash broke out two days later near the village of Gu Dar Pyin, also in Buthidaung. Fighting
resumed the next day and at least 10 regime soldiers were killed, the group said.

On October 7, eight more junta troops died during an assault on a junta outpost near a bridge
in Minbya Township, the AA added. After that clash, regime forces shelled several nearby
villages, injuring at least six civilians. The junta also fired on the Way Lar mountain range in
northern Maungdaw Township at around 1am the same day, according to the AA statement.

Urban violence and assassinations

Resistance forces based in Myitnge Township shot and killed two junta personnel outside the
town of Pa Leik on the afternoon of October 3, less than 10 miles from the city of Mandalay.

Guerrilla fighters on three motorbikes chased one of two cars exiting a Pa Leik electricity office
that afternoon in which four regime personnel were passengers. They fatally shot police
lieutenant Zaw Win, who was sitting in the front seat and was the head of Pa Leik’s police
station, and army major Zaw Zaw Naing, who was in the back.
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The driver, a policeman, was injured, as was another soldier who was seated next to Zaw Zaw
Naing. The passengers reportedly shot back at their attackers for around three minutes.

A spokesperson for the Myitnge PDF said that members of his group, as well as those from two
urban guerrilla forces, carried out the assault.

He told Myanmar Now that Zaw Win died at the scene and had been targeted for his alleged
participation in the military-sanctioned destruction of civilian homes in Pa Leik. Zaw Zaw Naing,
he claimed, had been involved in the torture of detainees in junta interrogation centres in
Kyaukse, 17 miles south of Pa Leik. He reportedly died of his injuries on the way to the hospital.

%k %k %k

On October 5, an explosive went off at a ward administration office in Shwepyitha Township, an
industrial area of suburban Yangon. A female staff member, 22-year-old Nwe Nwe Hlaing,
sustained minor injuries in the attack, according to a police source.

A Yangon-based resistance group called Generation Z Defence Force, which belongs to the
Yangon Urban Guerrilla (UG) Association, issued a statement later that day claiming
responsibility for the attack. The group apologised for any harm caused to civilians as a result of
the explosion.

* %k %k

Caption - Two soldiers are seen in downtown Yangon on
October 6 (Myanmar Now)

The PDF chapter of southern Yangon Region’s Kayan
Township fired grenades at four regime targets on October 7,
including an administration office and a police station.

A spokesperson from the Kayan PDF said that its members
used a 40mm grenade launcher in the attacks, starting with
the township administration office at around 10am while junta-appointed ward administrators
were holding a meeting onsite. A source in the area said that the building was damaged in the
attack, but Myanmar Now was not able to verify the extent of the destruction or whether there
were any casualties. Other targets included a nearby security outpost, a police station located
on the street next to the administration office, and a checkpoint on the road linking the
township to neighbouring Bago Region.

Media attacks

A junta court sentenced detained journalist and columnist Sithu Aung Myint to three years in
prison with hard labour on October 7, according to a military announcement. A judge from the
Pazundaung Township court handed down the sentence at a tribunal inside Insein Prison,
where Sithu Aung Myint is being held, Myanmar Now has learned.
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The prominent columnist was arrested in Yangon on August 15 along with another journalist,
Htet Htet Khine. She was handed a six-year prison sentence in September for incitement and
illegal association with the publicly mandated National Unity Government, which has been
labelled a terrorist organisation by the junta.

Sithu Aung Myint’s lawyer said he would appeal the verdict, according to a report by Voice of
America’s (VOA) Burmese service. He still faces another incitement case in Yangon’s Bahan
Township Court and a sedition charge under Section 124a of the Penal Code, filed in Yangon’s
eastern district court. His next hearing is scheduled for October 13.

Sithu Aung Myint (RFA Burmese)

The veteran journalist has been an outspoken critic of
military rule and regularly contributed to media outlets such
as Frontier Myanmar and VOA. After his arrest, regime
mouthpiece Global New Light of Myanmar said Sithu Aung
Myint had supported “terrorist groups,” encouraged people
to join the Civil Disobedience Movement, and spread “fake news” about a junta-controlled
lottery scheme.

%k %k %k

Protests

Hundreds of Buddhist devotees visited Yangon’s landmark Shwedagon Pagoda on October 9,
the full moon of the month of Thadingyut, to mark the end of Buddhist Lent amid ongoing
turmoil across the country. The Thadingyut festival, also known as Myanmar’s festival of lights,
is an annual three-day celebration on the Burmese calendar to commemorate the Buddha’s
descent from heaven. It is typically celebrated through the launching of fireworks, lighting of
candles, and placement of decorative lanterns around homes and residential areas.

Regime mouthpieces and pro-military news outlets published photos of crowds visiting pagodas
in several cities, including the junta capital of Naypyitaw, to propagate an image of peace and
normalcy amid ongoing campaigns of fierce resistance to and rejection of military rule.

Though security was tightened at the entrances to Shwedagon Pagoda, youth from an anti-
regime group called the Yangon Revolution Force staged a flash mob-style protest by unfurling
a banner that read “The revolution must succeed” in Burmese on the pagoda platform.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-myanmar-military-clashes-
with-ethnic-armed-organisations-in-chin-rakhine
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Prisoner beaten to death in Myingyan Prison

The prison, which holds hundreds of political detainees, has become one of the most notorious
in the country since last year’s coup

Han Thit | Published on Oct 10, 2022

Prisoners wait to be released from Obo Prison in Mandalay
in April 2020 (Myanmar Now)

A prisoner who was sent to Mandalay Region’s Myingyan
Prison last week was beaten to death within a day of his
arrival, according to prison sources.

Nay Myo Oo, a resident of the village of Nabu in
Mandalay’s Taungtha Township, was transferred to the
prison on the afternoon of October 3 to serve a one-month sentence for drunk and disorderly

conduct.

Soon after his arrival, however, he was viciously beaten by four officials, according to an inmate
of the prison.

In a letter received by Myanmar Now from a source close to the prison, the inmate claims that
the officials—Thant Zin Maung, Win Myat Ko, Nay Zaw and Thiha Naing—inflicted multiple
injuries on the victim when they ganged up on him.

When Nay Myo Oo was found dead the next day, a prison warden named Myat Kyaw Thu
ordered officials to state that he had choked to death on his own vomit, the letter adds.

An officer of the Monywa Township People’s Strike Committee familiar with the incident
confirmed the details of the letter’s account.

“The prison authorities beat him up for his drunken behaviour and for running around in his
cell,” said the officer, adding that Nay Myo Oo was denied medical treatment despite his
injuries.

According to the officer, the victim had broken bones, was bleeding from his eyes and mouth,
and was also struggling to breathe.

In August, hundreds of political prisoners were transferred to Myingyan Prison from Mandalay’s
Obo Prison and Monywa Prison in Sagaing Region. Many have been singled out for
abuse, dissident sources have reported.

Zin Min Htet, the chair of the Monywa Student Union, is said to have been beaten unconscious
inside the prison for refusing to cut his hair or “sit in position” as ordered by prison authorities.
Another student leader was also attacked for attempting to protect him, sources reported.
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Besides being subjected to various forms of torture, Myingyan inmates are also reportedly
forced to do hard labour and pay bribes to officials.

Dr. Myint Naing, the ousted chief minister of the Sagaing Region, is among the prison’s political
detainees.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been denied permission to visit
Myanmar’s prisons since last year’s coup.

“They don’t care about the ICRC,” said one activist, referring to prison authorities. “They openly
say that international organisations don’t matter anymore.”

The families of prisoners say that many detainees are transferred to remote locations to make
it more difficult for them to maintain contact and provide care packages.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/prisoner-beaten-to-death-in-myingyan-prison

Meet Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo, the Man in Charge of Myanmar Junta’s Torture Chambers
By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 October 2022

Following its bloody crackdowns on peaceful protesters against military rule last year, the junta
has turned to committing atrocities against detained dissidents, especially during
interrogations. The questionings are carried out mainly by the Office of the Chief of Military
Security Affairs (OCMSA), a successor of Myanmar’s notorious Military Intelligence (Ml), which
was run by General Khin Nyunt.

Like their predecessors, OCMSA members excel in using torture to extract information from
detainees. Violence is used without any care whether victims die during questioning.
Documented OCMSA torture methods include pouring boiling liquid or chemical solution into
the victim’s mouth and sending the disfigured dead body back to the family, apparently to
intimidate anyone who opposes military rule. Other torture methods include sodomy,
according to recent testimony of a Frontier Myanmar journalist who faced OCMSA
interrogation.

Ye Win Oo, right, and Min Aung Hlaing, center, at the 18th
ASEAN Chiefs of Defences Forces meeting in 2021. / Cincds

OCMSA operatives are believed to have tortured thousands of
detainees, while hundreds have been killed in military custody
in post-coup Myanmar. The parallel civilian National Unity

b Government (NUG)’s Human Rights Ministry estimates the
death toll at interrogation centers has risen to more than 200 since the coup last year.
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The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPP) has recorded a total of 707
deaths in junta custody. That number includes those killed at interrogation centers, in jails
across the country and others killed in custody awaiting transfer. Victims include members of
People Defense Forces (PDFs), Myanmar’s ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) and
civilians detained during raids on villages by junta troops.

The man who oversees the interrogation centers is Chief of Military Security Affairs Lieutenant
General Ye Win Oo — head of the regime’s torture chambers.

Who is Ye Win Oo?

Despite his frequent appearances with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing in regime media broadcasts,
Ye Win Oo is often overlooked.

Political prisoners who have been tortured to death
by the military regime, as of June 2021.

Instead, many view the junta’s No 2, Vice Senior
General Soe Win, as Min Aung Hlaing’s No 1
accomplice in the military regime.

But Ye Win Oo has earned greater trust from Min Aung Hlaing for his role in gathering
intelligence on the resistance movement via torture chambers.

Ye Win Qo is a confidant not only of Min Aung Hlaing but also the coup leader’s family. His wife,
Daw Nilar, like the wives of other generals, is on the US Treasury’s sanctions list.

He was a cohort of the 77th intake at Officer Training School (OTS), contemporaries of the 30th
Defense Services Academy intake.

Ye Win Oo has been close to Min Aung Hlaing and his family since being appointed a General
Staff Officer (G 1) in Yangon Command about 10 years ago.

U Khin Maung Latt, the first NLD member to be killed in
military interrogation.

He and his wife are known to be well-liked by Kyu Kyu Hla,
the wife of Min Aung Hlaing. Ye Win Oo won rapid
promotions thanks to his ties with Min Aung Hlaing’s family,
serving as commandant of the Defense Services Medical
Academy and chief of Southwestern Command before being

appointed to head the OCMSA.

“He has no distinguished military record. He was given a position close to him [Min Aung
Hlaing] because he is his confidant,” said a military analyst based in Myanmar, speaking on
condition of anonymity over security concerns.
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The fact that Ye Win Qo is the only OTS graduate in a military leadership dominated by DSA
alumni demonstrates how much Min Aung Hlaing trusts him.

He is also a joint secretary in the State Administration Council (SAC), or junta government. It
appears that the junta chief favors him over Aung Lin Dwe, another Min Aung Hlaing henchman
who serves as SAC secretary.

In meetings with international diplomats, Min Aung Hlaing keeps Ye Win Oo beside him over
foreign affairs minister U Wunna Maung Lwin.

In evening newscasts aired on junta-controlled media, Ye Win Oo can be seen noting down
what Min Aung Hlaing dictates.

Though Ye Win Oo has done nothing remarkable in the Myanmar military’s fight against ethnic
armed revolutionary groups, he did play a significant role in last year’s coup. In what was likely
his greatest contribution to Min Aung Hlaing’s cause, he oversaw the arrest of National League
for Democracy government leaders.

Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo and Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun led raids on the Presidential Residence and Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence on Mya Nan Bon Thar Street in Naypyitaw, ousted President U
Win Myint told a junta-controlled court.

His military record shows little indication of front-line action against armed ethnic rebels. But to
unarmed protesters, Ye Win Oo shows no mercy.

Hellish Interrogation Camps

Some 12,534 people were under junta detention as of last month, according to the AAPP. Those
arrests were made possible by military personnel under the command of Ye Win Oo.

Veteran pro-democracy activist Ko Soe Moe Hlaing, also
known as Ko Mae Gyi, was killed in interrogation in May,
2021.

In many cases, detainees died overnight in military custody
with the Army informing the family members of victims to
retrieve their bodies the following day. The regime
routinely turns a blind eye and takes no punitive action against personnel involved in fatal
interrogations.

Even men are subjected to sexual torture at interrogation camps. Frontier Myanmar journalist
Ye Mon was beaten and raped by regime soldiers during interrogation in December 2021 after
being detained at Yangon International Airport. On female detainees, nothing more needs to be
said.

Min Aung Hlaing’s Eyes and Ears
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Min Aung Hlaing has given full support to Ye Win Oo’s brutal crackdown on anti-coup forces, as
a way of maintaining his grip on power seized from a democratically elected government.

The junta boss relies on the OCMSA to gather information about people, business owners, the
NUG, the PDFs and the ethnic armed organizations who oppose his regime.

Ye Win Oo during a meeting.

More importantly, Ye Win Oo plays a key role in
fending off any mutiny against Min Aung Hlaing.

“Ye Win Oo handles intelligence gathering at home and
abroad as well as inside the military,” said an OCMSA
source.

Ye Win Oo accompanies Min Aung Hlaing at all cabinet
meetings, talks with diplomats and trips at home and abroad. He accompanied Min Aung Hlaing
when the junta boss visited ex-spy chief Khin Nyunt in December last year. Former military
intelligence personnel from Khin Nyunt’s time are believed to be helping the junta chief with
intelligence gathering.

Second in command at the OCMSA is Major General Toe Yi.

Following the coup, the office was expanded into two divisions, one responsible for Upper
Myanmar, and the other for Lower Myanmar. The Upper Myanmar office is headed by Maj-Gen
Aung Kyaw Kyaw and the Lower Myanmar office by Maj-Gen Kyaw Kyaw Lwin.

Since the coup, the OCMSA has transformed into a force of evil, and the primary responsibility
lies with Lt-Gen Ye Win Oo.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/meet-lt-gen-ye-win-oo-the-man-in-charge-of-
myanmar-juntas-torture-chambers.html

Junta Watch: Regime Boss Makes Wild Economic Claims, Compares Himself Favorably to His
Mentor, and More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 October 2022
Economic delusions persist

After making a vow in August to revive the country’s economy, junta chief Min Aung Hlaing told
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in Bago’s Pyay Township on Tuesday that the economy is
recovering, without explaining how he came to this conclusion.
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Regime leader Min Aung Hlaing at the Myanmar Rice
Conference in Naypyitaw on Oct 6, 2022. / Cincds

While the World Bank predicts 3 percent growth for the
fiscal year ending in September, after an 18 percent
contraction last year, it warns that the outlook remains
weak and subject to substantial risks.

Min Aung Hlaing has been meeting SME business
owners in Mandalay, Meiktila, Yangon and Pyay, with the stated purpose of facilitating SME
development. Individual socioeconomic development will lead to regional and national
development, he told the business owners during those meetings.

But high unemployment, a surge in the cost of living—including increased prices of basic foods,
medicines, fuel and other consumer goods—a paralyzed banking system, and an exodus of
foreign investment are surely not the signs of an economic recovery.

Regime boss surpasses master in loathsomeness

Min Aung Hlaing (left) at a meeting with officers and other
ranks in Bago Region.

Myanmar people’s loathing for the military dates back to
the 1988 pro-democracy uprising when the army—just as
junta chief Min Aung Hlaing is doing today—slaughtered
pro-democracy protesters and persecuted dissidents.

At a meeting with officers and other ranks in Bago’s Pyay
Township, Min Aung Hlaing criticized the previous regime
led by his mentor, former Senior General Than Shwe—
which called itself the State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) and later the State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC)—saying people might have negative views of the army
because of administrative errors made during the SLORC/SPDC era.

Blowing his own trumpet, he said that he could improve and deepen relations between the
military and the people.

It is difficult to say if Min Aung Hlaing is conceited or just delusional to have said this, given that
under his command the military has killed thousands of people, and bombed and torched many
villages in just a year and eight months since the coup.

Min Aung Hlaing apparently is not aware of media reports about resistance attacks on junta
troops, and reports of junta casualties are the most liked and shared posts on social media.

In 2011, Min Aung Hlaing was handpicked by Than Shwe to succeed him as the military chief, a
position he had held for 18 years as the military dictator. Despite his criticism of his
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predecessor, Min Aung Hlaing is at the same time following in Than Shwe’s footsteps, while
indisputably wanting to show that he is better than his master.

Emulating the “SLORC Ruby” from Than Shwe’s era, Min Aung Hlaing said he had received a
ruby and named it after his regime, which is officially titled the State Administration Council. His
ruby, however, is even bigger than the SLORC Ruby, he said. He has also inherited white
elephant mania from Than Shwe, and even boasted that a baby white elephant that was born a
few months ago under his rule possesses more of the requisite traits for white elephant status
than previous specimens found under Than Shwe’s rule.

While Than Shwe ordered the construction of the Kyauk Taw Gyi Temple, which enshrines the
largest marble Buddha image in Myanmar, Min Aung Hlaing is also having a Buddha statue—
touted as the world’s biggest sitting Buddha image—built in Naypyitaw.

Troops urged to fight ‘in solidarity with the people’

PDF and KNLA troops are welcomed by local people in
Karen State. / KIC

§ - ™ At the same meeting with officers and other ranks in
Bago’s Pyay Township, Min Aung Hlaing called on
military personnel to crush “violence” in solidarity with
the people, claiming that People’s Defense Force (PDF)
groups are using people as cover to fight the military. A
sense of frustration was vivid in his voice.

This shows that Min Aung Hlaing is still in his own fantasy world.

In the wake of the coup, a mass boycott campaign was launched calling on shop owners not to
sell to soldiers and police. At that stage, many might not yet have hated the military, even if
they didn’t love it. But now, it would be difficult for most people to simply forgive and forget
what the military has done since the coup, and is still doing.

Soldiers and police are well aware of how people view them now. So, they dare not go out in
public alone. In cities, they have been forced to cower behind sandbag-fortified barracks,
constantly on alert for grenade and gun attacks that can happen anytime. Min Aung Hlaing
seems to be frustrated that people are supplying all the necessities—from uniforms to
weapons—to the PDFs, which were born out of the people. Despite the junta’s atrocities over
the past 20 months, people remain strongly determined to root out the military dictatorship.

Coup leader’s henchman takes control of USDP

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing has consolidated his control of the military proxy Union
Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) so that he can become the country’s president, with
the installation of his henchman, former Police Chief U Khin Yi, as the USDP chair this week.
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New USDP chairman U Khin Yi

The appointment of the new USDP leader came ahead
of the election the regime plans to hold next year and
which the National League for Democracy (NLD) said it
would boycott. In the NLD’s absence, the USDP is likely
to win. When the parliament resumes after the polls to
choose the country’s president, Min Aung Hlaing will
surely be nominated as a vice president by military
representatives. If the winning USDP votes in parliament to elect Min Aung Hlaing as the
president, his dream will be fulfilled.

Under U Khin Yi’s guidance, the USDP will have to do so. As the head of the winning party, he
would become vice president-1, as his boss would take the top job. Then, Min Aung Hlaing
would be able to rule the country for 10 years, as the constitution permits two terms.

These are the possible scenarios if things go according to Min Aung Hlaing’s plan. On the other
hand, it’s hard to say whether the regime will be able to hold the election as planned, as it is
still struggling to control the country. The NLD has rejected the poll, as do the majority of
Myanmar people. The UN and the US have warned the election will be a fraud. Uncertainty is
what the future holds for Min Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-regime-boss-makes-wild-
economic-claims-compares-himself-favorably-to-his-mentor-and-more.html
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