PEACE Info (October 3, 2022)

17 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in PDF Raid on Magwe Training Camp

Woman, child killed after triggering explosive device in Sagaing

Myanmar Regime Launches Airstrikes to Counter Outpost Seizure

12 Political Prisoners Released From Hpakant Prison

Karen Resistance Seizes Seven Myanmar Junta Outposts Since May

Arakan Army intercept Myanmar junta troops, capture three

Namtu Villagers Need Emergency Aid

War Against the Junta: Over 60 Forces Killed in Past Three Days

Myanmar Military Unable to Fight Without Air and Artillery Support

Depleted Myanmar Military Calls Up Retired Cops to Fill Ranks

BARKING AT THE WRONG TREE?: Wa State, Mongla self-administered division aspirations
and SSPP’s federal amendment proposal

Myanmar junta plays games with EAO ‘peace talks’

State Peace Talk Team singed agreements reached after 4-day meeting with UWSP, NDAA
and SSPP

Sit-tat or tatmadaw? Debates on what to call the most powerful institution in Burma
JoJJ SEees odaqg §yjj: ($02)

oo%aopéog& m@o‘i@ecq%s’aog& lealNg) Gc; P 8:§§£>q

502:008H{03e[8), TP2onB R $: 0305 $OOMD 20Dz

0800?8300?83I m%ooc?@[°§cﬁsoog€:m oo%egpc‘ioa%oog 83?@5@1

60lod[8),$008 &:[crqoo§: B:9C:03058059q

[6E:[3[81.5 051 e[8r050g)§:40326[88 D S EES LB bo§: BDBIDIg
GOLNH0ER0596E 2005606§ D 08607ESM 326059050005 KNPP c005[g$

D E8[CpS 0S¢ 000032098 03058 Go §:0k[sd (KNDF)

1§E§632003E 0a50ETM003E: ©660ES oS 000 GrRPE

°
o
°

[l o .
§odogorq

S6)
L
[ o e [ [ ceo _O (o ¢c o ¢ ° C
KNU o000 (0)q (PDF)onsfaooa?oclgoeé]co@o 0OGMICOM) GONCPHOYO aL)oEsoo
[P (o o oc¢ (o (o} [ [
melodemiegplep:ad ad:060006 §E0d
oc °c0 ¢ C oco [ (o [ (a§2] (o
6[8$6ep pBdaopd 336§:9/C:0[s0le0$E (32058027820655)
6onEqCi[gde0:§ 006mEaPE 0600 9§ GPBEas GoNS)Ga$E
(o4
©2860000506pGR0:0lgP: 3266Ea0l 03206
° ° (N [ ~ o} ° (o
KNU @b §cd00000p5 0060002 §60758:63308 $C 603,8060:18$:7]05
o o ce c o o
029l G[g[g 08 Ez6[0nE 6320900E]: G[ge0oIBEOEMS e
0§27 0660ES §0o5207:563:03 632632 vOsaB:
%7397 q $ORN 280
(o cQ oCco o . o 0O (o (o o Q0 (o} [
0demEBm q§E§ emygpep:a’ §oplgodeomndegp: 38cobeamnies
[ O _C~N (o & o (o (o (8§ o ¢ CoOC c 0 o
662EE0oMG3200305§6(00¢ 360022634 eePad30RPIeP: [0§C0MDFEguUdL§Ead:
¢ & (& (PN [ [ (o c o [ (o4 cOo o¢C
[6§92-906002:63§) $0506 0oEsen06[oNE $69005 §udEQPEoR 3200053256pudS:qE

qo%géo%ogggasm$e§wé %s@@[@oﬁfo?gosge’aog& §03<90508§05 GOOIOQPIGH

Page 1 of 88



~Co

:@@@ P ooEgpdsuden ooa‘icosaog& ©3009 09 §seoaa@z
0538, 006700 0660mES 6[g[g|58E:c00rE00:

G
3

° o) Q Q e ¢ Q Q Q QQ
200D 3’308('7) § 0023008 G(SOO’)C\?OQ? Glg) Joem OOGO’D’)CS 3303088’39%03@8
coQ (P 08 Q c o .~ o ¢ °
U)QLC|§|_O§Q) DOGONCO §)L:0R0VI0O Og_l/%’)gqu @9?6039?8

Q Q. Q Q Q c_ Q c_Q ° QoqQ
UIJL Q|_°§ODSBU°)C0 OOGWDCS:D('D? QOO (Bo OO0 G303 0?&1@6?
Q. e, N c_.¢g..¢ T '] cog ¢ .
:)JEI@oQI%OJ§oUIJLqu $£0 E)E§ODODO cOIGO ('D?C@O;)S’BCULS’BW)

063006p&48:[G05 (Federated Shan States) $600ep[adi 0@ J J-JoJ

00qH00R5: 066mmNEB32[36:0050068,0832600005 §)o §:0ke080:

Q
Cc:0

Cc

o2 o3

[ [ [ [ Q (8 C [of (o] (oo} (o] ° [
05300m 0000532098: ©6:88:8:§0005[§0de 0 9§M||:e$ 0O E203E:03E ZagpP:ad(gd
[ (o] [ [ [ [ [ [ e N ° C o
00$036MPI0xCs 003p60005[30566[0NE 2[GOSMRO[GE0%H JRRV BOYHE D
~ ¢ Q (8§ ¢ ~ o
GSCC 6[0n03 [§$676§D:600P00$ GRS, ON0IG[RI26H
0050080082038 0662230005 GViEaNEEMP 03

§6: oo 9z € 0degpEeg)03 066mES 6$40[0$SC:
00666026132800020052005 §EEG0HmMMRuSEa (8 cgodcobeqest 325) Seagnsaam
oop50d3E[Req [Gp5038: [Gp50a§ ¢ $ECe0D$E crbesodelnadodnd
omRudeeeqpodaend [§de[omt: sompmg eldn[o:

dlgCon§el [g§ena0lze§radmRude coadod $69

Page 2 of 88



17 Myanmar Junta Troops Killed in PDF Raid on Magwe Training Camp
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 October 2022

Seventeen junta troops were reportedly killed and over 50 pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia
personnel detained when a combined resistance force raided a military training camp in Pauk
Township, Magwe Region on Sunday.

People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups from Pauk and Myaing townships raided Zee Pyar Village
in Pauk, where nearly 100 militia troops were being trained by junta police and soldiers.

The raid came after several reports that villagers opposing the junta had been killed or evicted,
said Myaing-PDF, which coordinated the raid on Monday.

During seven hours of fighting, 53 Pyu Saw Htee militia members were captured by the PDF groups.

At least 17 regime soldiers, police and militia members were killed in the raid, Myaing-PDF said.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the deaths.

PDF video footage shows resistance members trying to take a road in the village amid fierce
fighting.

The PDF said it was forced to retreat from the village without occupying the junta police station
after firing 17,000 rounds during the clash and running short of ammunition.

The detained militia have been guaranteed protection by resistance forces if they pledge to
abandon their allegiance to the junta, a Myaing-PDF official told the media.

On Sept. 27, the Myaing and Pauk PDFs conducted 17 drone strikes on regime forces who were
torching houses in Thayatkan Village in Pauk Township. No casualties were reported.

As well as daily attacks and ambushes by PDFs and ethnic armed organizations, Myanmar junta
forces are facing increasing raids on their military bases and outposts across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/17-myanmar-junta-troops-killed-in-pdf-raid-on-
magwe-training-camp.html

Woman, child killed after triggering explosive device in Sagaing

The PDF speculates that the device was set up by the occupying junta-backed militia, but a
leader within the village defence force says it is difficult to determine which group planted it

Thura Maung | Published on Oct 3, 2022

A 42-year-old woman and her 12-year-old child were killed last week after accidentally setting
off an explosive device planted en route to their farmland in Sagaing Region’s Kanbalu
Township.
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Landmines set up by the Myanmar military are
displayed after being seized by the PDF in Sagaing’s
Yinmabin Township in August 2022 (Northern Yamar
PDF)

The woman, Kyi Kyi Win, and her daughter, Khit Thit
Oo, died at the scene of the blast on September 27.
Her eight-year-old son was also injured and sent to
Mandalay for treatment.

The incident occurred a half-mile north of Zin village, where the family resided. The community
is located 40 miles northeast of Kanbalu town along the highway connecting the city of Shwebo
with Myitkyina in Kachin State.

Since the February 2021 coup, the 700-household Zin has been occupied by dozens of troops
belonging to the Myanmar army and its Pyu Saw Htee militia. They also provide cover for
military columns passing through the area, according to an officer in the anti-junta Kanbalu
District People’s Defence Force (PDF).

While both the military and resistance groups have used explosives in battles throughout
Sagaing, the Kanbalu PDF officer said that the Myanmar army was likely responsible for planting
the device in question near Zin.

“Mines were set up [by the military] within a two-mile radius around the village and the Pyu
Saw Htee are stationed here as well, so the PDF hasn’t been able to get close to the village,” the
officer, who serves in the PDF’s Battalion 3, told Myanmar Now.

Handmade explosive devices used by local anti-junta
defence forces are pictured in early July 2022 (B.I.A. -
Depayin)

A leader in Zin’s village-level defence force confirmed
that members of his group and the PDF had not dared
to return to the community due to the ongoing military
presence.

FoX : . : However, he said that it was difficult to determine
which group had planted the device that killed the civilians.

“We still don’t know for sure if the mines were the ones set up by us or them,” he told
Myanmar Now, referring to the resistance and the military. “The Pyu Saw Htee are stationed
inside the village, so we still can’t go check. The Pyu Saw Htee has set up their own mines as
well.”

A man who had been forcibly recruited to serve in the Pyu Saw Htee in Zin and escaped on
September 29 told Myanmar Now that nine soldiers and 47 militiamen were occupying the
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village at the time of reporting. The Pyu Saw Htee members had 20 rifles between them, he
said.

“I' had to work as a Pyu Saw Htee member for three months. They came at midnight and
forced me to join them,” the man explained, adding that his duties included guarding the
homes occupied by officers and joining junta columns on raids.

One day before the fatal explosion near Zin, three civilians fleeing Myanmar army attacks in
neighbouring Kawlin Township were killed after they triggered explosive devices set by the
resistance to target junta soldiers. A member of the resistance was also seriously injured after
triggering one of the junta’s explosives during a de-mining operation in a Kawlin village
previously occupied by the military.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/woman-child-killed-after-triggering-explosive-
device-in-sagaing

Myanmar Regime Launches Airstrikes to Counter Outpost Seizure
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 3 October 2022

Four resistance groups launched an attack on a police outpost in Salingyi Township, Sagaing
Region, and Myanmar’s junta deployed two MI-35s helicopters, according to the armed groups.

Myanmar Royal Dragon Army (MRDA), Salingyi Special Taskforce (SST), Yesagyo People’s
Defense Force (PDF) and Myaing PDF attacked on Sunday morning. An estimated 60 regime
troops and police were reportedly deployed at the Kyadet village outpost.

At least 200 resistance troops had destroyed three of the outpost’s five bunkers when the
helicopters relieved the remaining two bunkers, the resistance forces said.

“Airstrikes began when they were about to lose the outpost. It is also an important base in the
area and it almost fell. The airstrike arrived just in time so we had to fall back,” said Ko Phyo of
the MRDA.

He said the troops are forced to remain in the outpost, which is on the far side of the Chindwin
River from Monywa city, and could no longer patrol the township.

The junta had at least five deaths and there were two resistance deaths and some injuries, the
group said. Pain Nae Sae from SST and Wa Lone from Yesagyo PDF were killed.

Hundreds of Kyadet villagers fled when the helicopters attacked for an hour.

“The helicopters shot at the village again in the afternoon. It is almost empty now. No one
dares to go back,” said a Kyadet villager who is sheltering in another village.

The resistance groups said they did not know about civilian injuries.
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The police outpost was attacked in April and at least 10 junta casualties were reported by
residents.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-launches-airstrikes-to-counter-

outpost-seizure.html

12 Political Prisoners Released From Hpakant Prison
3rd October 2022

The military regime released 12 political prisoners, including a journalist, from Mazup Yang
Prison in Hpakant Township, Kachin State, on Monday, 3 October.

Reporter Naung Yoe told KNG he and the others walked out of jail in Lon Khin village tract at
8am after they had all served their full sentence of one and a half years for incitement under
Article 505 (a) of Burma’s Penal Code.

They spent about a year holed up in a police jail while awaiting trial, and were then sent to
Mazup Yang Prison for five months before being released. Of those released, ten men are from
Ma Mong and one woman is from Lon Khin.

Naung Yoe, who was arrested on March 9 last year while working as a reporter in Hpakant
town, is demanding that the regime release all those convicted of Article 505 (a) in the
township. He says there are still 20 political prisoners locked up in the prison.

The regime has already released a total of 23 political prisoners from the jail, including on 3
October: 3 people were released on 28 and 8 people on September 30.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/10/03/12-political-prisoners-released-from-hpakant-prison/

Karen Resistance Seizes Seven Myanmar Junta Outposts Since May
By THE IRRAWADDY |3 October 2022

The Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) Brigade 6, the armed wing of the Karen National
Union (KNU), has seized more Myanmar junta outposts in southern Karen State.

Resistance forces have seized at least seven junta bases since May, including strategic camps
like Thay Baw Boe and Maw Khee.

On September 28, the KNLA and Special Operation Force (SOF), which is under the command of
the civilian National Unity Government, besieged a junta base near Paya Taung village outside
Payathonsu, a border town in southern Karen State.
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SOF fighters / SOF

The SOF said at least 30 junta troops were stationed at the
outpost and were tormenting residents.

Junta troops at the outpost belong to Light Infantry
Battalion 283, which is based in Kyainseikgyi on a trade
route linking Payathonsu and Kawkareik.

“We fired for around 15 minutes and told them to surrender. We waited around 45 minutes but
they shot back continuously. As they didn’t come out, we crushed them in close combat,” an
SOF information officer told The Irrawaddy.

Thirteen junta soldiers, including the second-in-command, were killed and an estimated 17
others fled the outpost, said the KNU in Dooplaya District and the SOF.

SOF fighters / SOF
Paya Taung villagers fled, fearing a junta air attack.

KNLA troops also torched a junta outpost at Azin village in
the east of Kyainseikgyi Township on September 27.

Despite its failed attempt to seize the Ukayit Hta outpost
in the south of Myawaddy Township in June, the KNLA has

since seized other junta outposts.

In early September, KNLA Brigade 6 seized an outpost in Kyeik village in the east of Kyainseikgyi
Township where troops from Light Infantry Battalion 557 were stationed.

The regime has not yet responded to KNU attacks in Dooplaya District, which is controlled by
KNLA Brigade 6, said a senior KNU officer.

“l don’t know what their problems are. They haven’t yet launched attacks [to retake lost
outposts]. Previously, they would respond immediately if an outpost was seized but they are
not responding at all now. | don’t know if they are undermanned or if they are waiting for the
dry season,” the officer said.

Former captain Lint Htet Aung, who defected after the 2021 coup, said the situation has not
changed much in Karen State, despite the appointment of a new commander.

On August 19, the Northern Command chief Brigadier General Myat Thet Oo switched positions
to lead the Southeastern Command, which oversees Karen State.

Capt Lin Htet Aung: “The junta can’t 100 percent control its ground troops. They are in poor
spirits and don’t want to fight. There have been surrenders and defections at the front line. And
the number of soldiers being arrested has increased.”
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He said the resistance forces did not rush to attack the Karen outposts but cut off supply routes
and besieged them.

SOF fighters / SOF

The resistance forces were growing stronger as the
regime weakened, Capt Lin Htet Aung said. The regime
was unable to carry out immediate air raids in response
to KNU attacks on the Kyeik and Paya Taung outposts,
he said.

“Many clashes are happening across the country every
day and the junta does not have the resources to provide air power everywhere,” he said.

The regime, however, is far from complete destruction and still benefits from air superiority,
the defecting officer warned.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/karen-resistance-seizes-seven-myanmar-junta-
outposts-since-may.html

Arakan Army intercept Myanmar junta troops, capture three
By Mizzima | 03 October 2022

Local residents said that the Arakan Army (AA)
intercepted a Myanmar junta troop column near
Chaung Tu village, between Ponnagyun and Kyauktaw
Townships, Rakhine State, at 11 am on 30 September
and captured three Military Council soldiers.

A witness said the Military Council column was
intercepted by the AA when it was transporting supplies
to the junta strategic hill point located on Nanwin
Mountain near Buddhaw village, Ponnagyun Township.

“Fighting took place close to our village. Regime columns were intercepted while on their way
to supply rations to their troops. The shooting lasted about one and a half hours. Regime forces
were injured as it was a planned attack by AA, though we don't know how many. However, AA
detained three junta soldiers,” a Buddhaw villager said.

It is also known that after the incident, the Military Council 539th Battalion at the foot of
Kansout Mountain in Kyauktaw Township assisted their forces in providing covering fire with
artillery.
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“Regime forces based in Kyauktaw Township and Kansout Mountain also assisted with covering
fire by small arms and artillery. The shelling lasted more than 12 hours,” a Kyauktaw resident
said.

Junta forces and the AA are fighting fiercely in Rakhine State and Paletwa area in Chin State.

https://mizzima.com/article/arakan-army-intercept-myanmar-junta-troops-capture-three

Namtu Villagers Need Emergency Aid
By SHAN - October 2, 2022

Hundreds of people uprooted by clashes between armed groups near a lead and silver mining
area in Namtu Township are in desperate need of food.

"They couldn’t bring anything with them when they escaped the fighting near their villages,” a
man from Namtu, who didn’t want to be named, told SHAN. He said most were elderly people,
women and children.

IDPs in Namtu township Shan State

Nearly 300 people, 170 females and 105 males, sought
refuge at Pokbayon Buddhist Monastery after fleeing
fighting between the Burma Army (BA) and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and its allied People’s
Defence Force near Kon Kayar and Sin Li.

The chair of the Letphet Nyunt aid group said they’d
provided them with 5 bags of rice, 20 packets of bean curd, 1 packet of noodles, cooking oil and
spices.

However, now that BA troops have taken up positions in Kon Kayar and the KIA and PDF have
set up camp nearby, it’s unlikely that the civilians will be able to return any time soon, and they
need more help.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25379

War Against the Junta: Over 60 Forces Killed in Past Three Days
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 October 2022

More than 60 Myanmar junta forces were reportedly killed as People’s Defense Force (PDF)
groups continued to attack regime forces and military bases in Sagaing, Mandalay and
Tanintharyi regions and Rakhine and Mon states in the last three days.
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The Irrawaddy has rounded up the following reports of significant PDF attacks and junta
atrocities.

Junta police station raided in Salingyi

A fierce clash broke out in Salingyi Township, Sagaing Region on Sunday morning when four
local resistance groups attempted to occupy the police station in the town of Kyar Tat, where
40 soldiers and police are stationed.

PDF groups abandoned their attempt to occupy the police station after five hours of fighting in
which two military helicopter gunships attacked the resistance forces.

In the raid, five junta troops and two PDF fighters were killed and some junta weapons were
seized by the PDF groups.

Pro-regime Telegram channel Fifty Two News reported on Sunday that regime forces managed
to protect their police station from the raid by 200 PDF members.

10 junta soldiers killed in PDF raid in Monywa

The resistance group Scorpions-PDF claimed on Monday that 10 regime soldiers were killed and
five injured during a raid by three PDF groups on a police station in Nyaung Phyu Pin Village in
Monywa Township, Sagiang Region at 2 a.m. on Sunday morning.

However, they failed to occupy the police outpost.

Three junta policemen after being ambushed by a
PDF in Ye Township, Mon State last Friday. / CJ

Military convoy ambushed in Sagaing

The People’s Army to Fight Dictatorship (PAFD)
claimed to have ambushed a military convoy of five
vehicles on a highway in Myinmu Township, Sagaing Region using 10 land mines on Sunday
morning.

Escorted by two military vehicles, three small vehicles believed to have been carrying senior
army officers were traveling to Monywa from Sagaing. The operation was jointly conducted by
four resistance groups. Many regime troops are believed to have been injured or killed in the
attack, the PAFD said.

15 junta soldiers reportedly killed in PDF ambush in Myaung

Fifteen military troops were reportedly killed in Myaung Township, Sagaing Region when two
resistance groups triggered six land mines to ambush a military convoy of six vehicles traveling
on the Sagaing-Monywa highway on Sunday morning.
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The convoy also faced aerial bombardment by a PDF drone, said Bo Tiger Group, which
ambushed the convoy. The group said two ambulances made two trips to transport the bodies
of soldiers to the hospital.

Junta court bombed in Yangon

Sanchaung-PDF claimed to have bombed the junta court on Baho Road in Sanchaung Township,
Yangon Region on Sunday evening using remote-controlled mines. It was a warning attack
against those who are contributing to military rule, the group said.

Weapons seized by a PDF during an ambush on policemenin a
vehicle in Ye Township, Mon State last Friday. / Ye Belu

Military checkpoint raided in Taungtha

Six regime forces were killed in Taungtha Township, Mandalay
Region on Saturday night when three PDF groups raided 15
regime forces manning a military checkpoint at the entrance of
Taungtha town, said Myingyan District Army, the PDF group that
coordinated the attack.

. Four dead bodies of soldiers were immediately cremated and
¥ two other bodies were taken away in a vehicle, the group said.

At least six junta soldiers were killed or injured during two days of firefights when Pinlebu-PDF
clashed with regime forces in Pinlebu Township, Sagaing Region on Saturday and last Friday,
said Pinlebu Revolution (PR), the media wing of the PDF.

Two resistance fighters also suffered injuries, the PR said.
Six regime troops killed in Myingyan

Six regime forces including an army officer were killed in Myingyan Township, Mandalay Region
early on Saturday when nine resistance groups raided a military outpost at Myauk Kyun Village,
said Myingyan Ranger, which coordinated the attack.

During the raid, many regime forces abandoned the outpost. A video shows resistance fighters
occupying a building where regime forces were stationed.

Two junta police officers abducted in Rakhine

A police captain and a sergeant were arrested by the Arakan Army (AA) in Ponnakyun
Township, Rakhine State on Saturday as they were having a drink at a restaurant, according to
Western News, a local media outlet.
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Police forces reportedly have to arrest local residents who are wanted by the military regime in
the township.

Eight junta soldiers including two army officers killed in Mawlaik

Eight military regime troops including a captain and a second lieutenant were killed during a
clash with the Mawlaik-PDF near Toonpin Village in Mawlaik Township, Sagaing Region last
Friday, reported local media Mawlake News.

Eight firearms and ammunition were also seized in the shootout, the media outlet said.
2,111 houses torched by regime forces in Taze

A total of 2,111 houses were burned down in Taze Township, Sagaing Region between May
2021 and October 2022 as junta soldiers and pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia torched a total of
64 villages of the township, Taze News, a local media outlet documenting junta arson attacks,
reported on Saturday.

In the attacks, five villages were completely burned down. Meanwhile, a total of 68 civilians
were killed and a woman was raped by junta troops in the township, the media outlet said.

Four pro-regime militia members killed in Tanintharyi

Four pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia members were killed during a clash with the Launglon-
PDF in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi Region last Thursday, the PDF group said on Sunday.

Fighters of Launglon-PDF pose along with weapons
seized in a clash with pro-regime a Pyu Saw Htee
militia in Launglon Township, Tanintharyi Region last
Friday. / LLPDF

Arifle and an improvised gun were seized along
with ammunition, the PDF said.

Three junta policemen killed in Mon State

A local police station chief and two constables were killed in an ambush on their vehicle in Mon
State’s Ye Township last Friday, according to the resistance group Ye Belu, which conducted the
ambush. Two guns and ammunition were also seized.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/war-against-the-junta/war-against-the-junta-over-60-
forces-killed-in-past-three-days.html
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Myanmar Military Unable to Fight Without Air and Artillery Support
By BANYAR AUNG | 3 October 2022
The junta army

The Myanmar military is going through the worst days in its history. The combat capability of
individual battalions has declined substantially, the ratio of old to young soldiers is increasing
and morale is declining. Military regime forces are barely able to fight now without artillery and
air support. The military is also struggling to recruit both officer cadets and privates, forcing the
junta to field firefighters, police and administrative employees as security personnel, as well as
the pro-regime Pyu Saw Htee militia.

As to the ethics and principles of the Myanmar military, junta troops are now deservedly
dubbed as armed robbers after they have looted countless houses and torched numerous
villages. Even in towns, where their crimes are easier to document, junta troops do not hesitate
to steal personal belongings from the houses they raid. And the military are also kidnappers,
detaining people just to extort ransoms. Currently, the junta’s army is an unethical and
undisciplined force whose future seems certain to be bad.

Revolt across Myanmar

By September 2022, fighting has been reported across the country. In Kachin State, the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) and allied People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) are fighting across the state
except in Chipwi, Panwa and Phimaw townships near the border with China.

The regime is also facing armed revolt across Chin State in western Myanmar, where the long-
established ethnic armed organization (EAO) the Chin National Army is fighting junta troops
alongside new resistance groups such as the Chinland Defense Force.

Military tensions have been escalating in Rakhine State in western Myanmar since June. The
Arakan Army, which has emerged as one of the most powerful EAOs in recent years, is fighting
the regime in fierce battles in Maungdaw Township in northern Rakhine and in neighboring
Paletwa Township in Chin State.

Fighting has been reported across Kayah (Karenni), Karen and Mon states. The Karenni Army,
the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force and PDFs are fighting junta soldiers in Kayah, while the
Karen National Union (KNU), Myanmar’s oldest ethnic armed group, and PDFs are fighting the
regime in Karen and Mon states. However, the New Mon State Party has avoided joining the
battle against the junta.

In northern Shan State, tensions are also increasing with the KIA, the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, the Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) and PDFs all active. SSPP fighters clashed with regime troops earlier this month in
northern Shan.
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There is currently no fighting in southern and eastern Shan State. Another Shan EAO, the
Restoration Council of Shan State, is based in southern Shan State, while the United Wa State
Army and the National Democratic Alliance Army are based in eastern Shan State.

Sagaing Region has emerged as the key PDF stronghold, while resistance is also strong in
neighboring Magwe Region, especially in Pakokku, Gangaw, Thayet and Minbu to the west of
the Ayeyarwady River.

In Mandalay Region, clashes are taking place in Myingyan, Thabeikkyin and Kyaukse, as well as
in the city of Mandalay itself.

Further south in Bago Region, the KNU and PDFs are fighting the regime in Bago, Taungoo and
Nyaunglebin in eastern Bago and in Thayawady in western Bago.

Improvised explosive device attacks are frequent in a number of Yangon townships, including
Taikkyi, Twante and Thanlyin districts.

Fighting has been also reported in Dawei and Myeik districts in Tanintharyi Region. But the
resistance movement is less active in Kawthaung and Bokpyin.

Only is Ayeyarwady Region relatively quiet, with resistance limited to the east of the Rakhine
Mountain Range.

Junta troop deployments

Junta soldiers stand guard outside the Central Bank of
Myanmar in Yangon, as people gather to protest against
the military’s coup on February 15, 2021. / AFP

The Myanmar military has 14 regional commands. There
are tactical operation commands under each regional
command. And there are also regional operation

= commands in areas overseen by six regional commands
where the military is engaged in active operations.

There are up to 37 infantry and light infantry battalions based in fixed locations under each
regional command, with a total of more than 200 battalions under 14 commands.

Moreover, there are ten divisions under the direct control of the office of the army
commander-in-chief and 20 military operations commands (MOCs).

Each Light Infantry Division (LID) is made up of ten infantry and light infantry battalions. So
there are a total of 300 battalions in the Myanmar military. It is believed that each battalion has
around 150 troops available for combat.

Those ten divisions under the direct control of the army chief plus 20 MOCs are maneuver units
designed to assist the operations of the regional command battalions as necessary.
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Those ground troops are supported by more than 100 artillery battalions scattered across the
14 regional commands.

So in ground military operations, the infantry, light infantry and artillery battalions are the
backbone of the military.

As of mid-September, the Myanmar military has deployed its units as follows:

In Kachin State: local battalions under Northern Command plus four LIDs and MOCs including
the 33" and 88™ LIDs and 3" and 215t MOCs.

In Chin State: local battalions under Western Command plus the 19t MOC.

In Rakhine State: local battalions under Western Command plus a total of seven LIDs and MOCs
including the 11t, 22", 55t and 77t LIDs and 5%, 9t and 15" MOCs.

In Kayah State: local battalions under Eastern Command plus the 66 LID.

In Karen and Mon states: local battalions under Southeastern Command plus five LIDs and
MOCs including the 44" LID and 6, 8™, 13t and 20" MOCs.

In northern Shan State: local battalions under Northeastern Command plus seven LIDs and
MOCs including the 99t Division, 1%, 29, 7th 12t 16t and 17" MOCs.

In southern and eastern Shan State: local battalions under Eastern Command and Golden
Triangle Region Command plus the 14t" and 18™ MOCs.

In Sagaing Region: the 4t" and 10t MOCs.
In Magwe Region: the 101 LID.

The military has deployed the largest number of LIDs and MOCs in Shan and Rakhine states,
with seven in Rakhine and seven in northern Shan State.

From the deployments, it can be seen that the military has been forced to use all 30 LIDs and
MOCs, as well as local battalions, to fight resistance forces.

The Myanmar military is seriously undermanned and has been forced to form companies out of
combat support units such as logistics, communications, military engineering, ordnance
factories and training units, who are attached to combat units from the infantry and light
infantry battalions. Moreover, it has been using police in operations, as well as forming militia
units.

From its troop deployments, the Myanmar military apparently attaches great importance to
northern Shan and Rakhine states. Considering that the military has deployed all of its
maneuver units into action, it seems to be a tough decision for the army to take some units out
of the LIDs and MOCs to use as reinforcements in case of fierce fighting elsewhere. No more
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than two battalions can be used for reinforcements from each LID and MOCs, because it is
believed that sending more will affect the balance of forces in any particular area.

In Ayeyarwady Region, the only area relatively free of fighting, the military may be able to use
local battalions under Southwestern Command if necessary.

Since last year’s coup, the Myanmar military can no longer concentrate all of its forces and
resources in a single area, as it is now engaged in a war on multiple fronts.

The military has been forced into a defensive position in which it only maintains control of
cities, transportation routes and strategic hilltop bases. Moreover, it has increasingly been
forced to rely on airpower for defense. The military can no longer afford to send
reinforcements for its ground troops, instead it has to rely on air and artillery support.

Nor has the military been able to retake outposts that it has lost to EAOs and resistance forces.
It is too overstretched to handle the armed revolt across the country now.

Banyar Aung is a political and ethnic affairs analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-military-unable-to-fight-without-air-
and-artillery-support.html

Depleted Myanmar Military Calls Up Retired Cops to Fill Ranks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 3 October 2022

The Myanmar military is turning to retired policemen to replenish its ranks, in a further sign
that desertions and casualties are taking a heavy toll on the regime.

Since last year’s coup, the regime’s fighting forces have been seriously depleted by desertions
and casualties sustained in daily clashes with People’s Defense Force (PDF) groups and ethnic
armed organizations (EAOs), and it has struggled to recruit both officer cadets and privates.

The regime has recalled ex-soldiers to paid active duty and formed armed vigilante groups
like Pyu Saw Htee militias and people’s security groups.

The Myanmar Veteran Police Association was formed in December last year, deputy junta chief
Soe Win said as he addressed an event to mark the 58th annual Myanmar Police Force Day on
Saturday.

Retired police officers, if all of them could be gathered, could serve as a national force, Soe Win
said as he elaborated on the purpose of the association. He also called for persuading more
retired police officers to join the association.
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The organization opened its headquarters in Naypyitaw in February. The junta’s home affairs
minister, Lieutenant General Soe Htut, who is also on the regime’s administrative body, the
State Administration Council, formally opened the building.

Currently, ex-soldiers who have returned to uniform lead militia groups, serve at military
checkpoints in towns, and provide security alongside active-duty soldiers, police, militia
members and ward and village administrators. Police veterans are also expected to serve the
same role as a “national force.” The Myanmar Police Force has also been hit hard by desertions
and casualties. At least 6,000 police have joined the Civil Disobedience Movement, formed by
striking civil servants, since the coup.

The lauding of the Myanmar Veteran Police Association by Soe Win at a time when police
stations are increasingly targeted by resistance forces across the country is surely not a good
omen for ex-police officers.

In March, the regime enacted a new law making it compulsory for law enforcement officers to
fight alongside soldiers on the front lines, while bringing the country’s police force under the
control of the military. The regime has also raised the retirement age to 62 from 60.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/depleted-myanmar-military-calls-up-retired-cops-to-
fill-ranks.html

BARKING AT THE WRONG TREE?: Wa State, Mongla self-administered division aspirations and
SSPP’s federal amendment proposal

By Sai Wansai - October 3, 2022

The second round of peace talks initiated by State Administration Council (SAC) Chairman and
Commander-in-Chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, which began on September 26 and
ended on September 30 ended, without any concrete outcome for the United Wa State Army
(UWSA), National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) or Mongla and Shan State Progress Party
(SSPP) negotiation partners.

UWSA Army

The UWSA asked to be granted a statehood, or ethnic
state within the existing union short of total
independence; NDAA wanted self-administered
division in place of its present Special Region 4 status;
and the SSPP tabled federal amendment proposal in

e Shan Herad Agency for News
AEEEZEZA order to achieve ethnic equality, which includes the

forming of a “Bamar State” together with proper decentralization and power-sharing in politics
and resources, including fiscal federalism, within the mold of federal democratic union.
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Min Aung Hlaing was non-committal to any of the proposal and just said all were agreeable in
principal but will have to walk through the parliamentary process, which included adhering to
the Military-drafted 2008 Constitution and voting where three-fourth of the parliamentary
votes are needed to alter or create new ethnic state and self-administered zone or division.

SAC Spokesman General Zaw Min Tun echoed his boss Min Aung Hlaing’s position when he told
the media: “We have already accepted the establishment of a union based on democracy and
federalism. In this respect their (non-Bamar ethnic groups) wishes and opinions of obtaining
ethnic state and self-administered zone or division will have to go through the parliamentary
system. That’s why whenever we meet | always mention this necessity to go through
parliamentary procedure. The Tatmadaw (Myanmar military) will support this agreement if
these issues come up in the parliamentary sessions.”

NDAA Mongla security force.

However, the said agreement in principle by the junta
to the Wa statehood aspirations and Mongla Self-
Administered Division is questionable according to
the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy General
Secretary Sai Leik. He said that the rights of
sovereignty belong to the people inhabiting the said
areas and not any government or for that reason not
the coup-maker junta. Another argument is that since

the m|I|tary onIy W|eId 25 per cent of parllamentary seats, its agreement and promise will come
to naught if the other 75 per cent parliamentary stakes don’t vote for the formation of a new
ethnic state or new self-administered division.

Besides, the 2008 Constition Chapter 12, Amendment of the Constitution, Section 436 (a)
writes: “If it is necessary to amend the provisions ....., it shall be amended with the prior
approval of more than seventy-five percent of all the representatives of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw,
after which in a nation-wide referendum only with the votes of more than half of those who are
eligible to vote.”

UWSA NDAA and SSPP delegates meet with SAC in
Naypyitaw .

Thus, first the junta proxy party Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP) has to come to
power and also the military bloc must be garnered
with seventy-five percent of the votes to make its
“in principle agreement” to the Wa and Mongla
come true, not to mention the more than fifty
percent of the electorate affirmative votes. In
other words, an almost impossible feat to realize.
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Concerning the SSPP federal amendment proposal, the outlook of taking into account for
discussion is not even entertained, much less achieving real ethnic equality within the junta’s
version of union based on democracy and federalism, which it means is altering a bit here and
there of its Military-drafted Constitution with some democratic and federal trappings, while the
military supremacy doctrine will be preserved in tact.

SSPP SSA Army.

It is indisputable and evident when on September
2, just two days after the second round peace
talks SSPP Spokesman Colonel Sai Su told the
Than Lwin Times: “Our presentation to form a
Bamar State within the federal system is not
accepted (by the SAC Chairman). We cannot
replace (the constitution) with what we want, nor can we move the chapters around. For them
(the SAC), we can only discuss it according to the relevant chapter according to the table and
according to the section. We can amend the 2008 constitution section by section and can give
opinions.”

And if the EAOs going to Naypyitaw might have thought that the SAC leader has consolidated
the three powers of legislation, executive and judiciary in his hands post-coup and could decide
on a give-and-take outcome leading to their benefit, as the junta’s Spokesman Zaw Min Tun has
time and again been trying to portray the scenario, they may be barking at the wrong tree.

Having said that, the EAOs will be well off by not bargaining or talking to the coup-maker
military junta, as it isn’t the one with legitimacy and also trustworthy partner but an
international outcast and tyrant. Instead it will make more sense to empower the ethnic-
democratic loose alliance to become more solid, formidable and fight in unison, with or without
outside help, to uproot the military dictatorship.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25382

Myanmar junta plays games with EAO ‘peace talks’

By Sai Wansai | 03 October 2022

Karen National Liberation Army soldiers taking part in a
parade for the 70th anniversary of the Karen revolution at a
remote base on the Thai-Myanmar border in 2019. Photo:
Handout/KNU/AFP

As a second round of Myanmar junta-sponsored “peace
talks” wind up, it is growing abundantly clear that the
Myanmar generals are playing games as they seek to cause
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division within the ranks of the Ethnic Armed Organizations (EAO) and tamp down military
opposition to their rule.

Since the launching of peace talks initiated by State Administration Council (SAC) Chairman and
Commander-in-Chief Senior-General Min Aung Hlaing a few months ago, the second round of
talks have just ended and the outcome is not encouraging.

It is problematic that while the SAC is running so-called “peace talks,” its military is practicing
scorched-earth policies in attempts to neutralize its enemies, in the wake of their illegal
February 2021 coup.

Meanwhile, this dialogue process took place against a backdrop of renewed armed conflict
between the Arakan Army (AA) and junta troops; clashes between the Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP) and the junta in Mongmit or Momeik Township, Shan State; and the holding of a
Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee (FPNC) meeting prior to the second
peace talks.

Parties involved

During the first round of peace talks the following 10 EAOs were involved: the Democratic
Karen Benevolent Army (DKBA); the Karen National Union/Karen National Liberation Army-
Peace Council (KNU/KNLA-PC); the Pa-O National Liberation Organization (PNLO); the New Mon
State Party (NMSP); the Arakan Liberation Party (ALP); the Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS); and the Lahu Democratic Union (LDU), which have signed the nationwide ceasefire
agreement (NCA). Non-signatories of the NCA that joined the peace talks were the United Wa
State Army (UWSA), the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) and the Shan State
Progress Party (SSPP).

Out of the 10 first round peace talks participants only the NMSP did not attend the second-
round meeting. Officially the NMSP said failure to show up in Naypyitaw had something to do
with its difficult time schedule, but the reality may be because of Mon public opinion, with the
majority of people polled calling on their leaders not to negotiate with the tyrannical and
barbaric military junta.

Similarly, on 26 September, 567 Civil Society Organizations signed an open letter called on the
EAO leaders not to engage with the SAC junta.

Differing EAO goals

While the SAC is seeking to divide-and-rule, the EAOs have their own priorities. Generally
speaking, four categories can be seen among the 10 EAOs talking to the SAC.

The first is aspiring for a higher administration status similar to statehood, not as an
independent country - as the vocabulary denotes - but an ethnic state designation within the
union, and obtaining a self-administered zone or division.
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The second is either to ease military tension with the SAC or cooperate with it to gain military
advantage such as controlling more territory on the ground with its blessing.

The third is to provide input in forming a federal democratic union, either by amending the
Military-drafted 2008 Constitution or writing it anew.

And the fourth is to primarily ask for development of their respective regions.

The above categorization advanced by Development Media in its August 23 report can be
refined by this writer to indicate that there may be a mixture of categories in some instances.

In a nutshell, UWSA and Mongla or NDAA will fall into the first category. The SSPP and RCSS will
fall into a mixture of the second and third categories. The NMSP and PNLO will be in the third
category, even though the latter also hopes to establish an ethnic state outside of Shan State,
though this was not mentioned this time. The DKBA and the KNU/KNLA-PC are firmly within the
fourth category, in part to assure their groups' continued survival. In the same vein, the ALP and
also the LDU may fall into the fourth category, the former being weakened by inner disunity
beside being a small outfit and the latter being a small organization without any armed

soldiers.

UWSA, NDAA and SSPP

The second peace talks meeting between the SAC and NCA non-signatories UWSA, NDAA and
SSPP was rescheduled and postponed for a week as the three groups wanted to determine how
to position themselves in the negotiation. It turned out that the whole seven-member FPNC
meeting took place in the UWSA capital of Panghsang, where the AA second-in-command Brig.
Gen.

Nyo Twan Awng was also present.

However, the three EAOs travelled to Naypyitaw on 25 August, even though the SSPP has
clashed twice with junta troops in Mongmit (Momeik in Burmese), where seven junta troops
were killed and some wounded, with the ongoing military tension still dominating the
atmosphere.

However, on 26 September, SAC Chairman Min Aung Hlaing met with the peace delegations led
by vice-chairman of United Wa State Party (UWSP) Lau Yaku, vice-chairman of National
Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA) San Pae and vice-chairman-2 of the Shan State Progressive
Party (SSPP) Sao Khun Seng at Bayintnaung villa in Naypyitaw.

Reportedly, the UWSA reiterated its call for an upgrade of its present Self-Administered Division
to an ethnic state status, which it asked for during the first round of peace talks and repeatedly
also called for in the past.

In the same vein, Mongla or NDAA also called for a Self-Administered Division in place of its
Special Region-4 status.
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The SSPP put emphasis on the constitutional issue and asked for the formation of a separate
“Bamar State” in establishing a federal democratic union so that there will be ethnic equality,
among other points of its proposal.

Min Aung Hlaing however was said to be non-committal to the proposals stated by the three
EAOs. For the administrative upgrade to a full-fledged ethnic state of the UWSA and the NDAA
Self-Administered Division, both sides confirmed that they were in agreement in principle,
according to the BBC Burmese section report and also the Eleven Media Group.

“We agree in principle but constitutional amendment has to go through the parliament. Even
though we can't amend it now, when the parliament is convened the Tatmadaw will support
the agreement reached now,” said SAC spokesman General Zaw Min Tun.

However, concerning the SSPP constitutional amendment proposal there was no remarks on
the part of the SAC chairman, according to SSPP spokesman Colonel Sai Su, report Shan
sources.

The following four days of meeting from 27-30 September were headed by the vice-chairman of
the UWSP, the vice-chairman of the NDAA and the vice-chairman-2 of the SSPP.

The final day of the report filed by Eleven Media Group on 30 September mentioned only the
discussion and requirements to fulfil for the education and health sectors and regional
development, with the UWSP Vice-Chairman U Lau Yaku and National Solidarity and
Peacemaking Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) Peace Talks Team Leader Lt-Gen Yar Pyae giving
the closing speeches.

Many took note that the junta media were not reporting the three EAOs' proposals adequately
but only highlighted how the EAOs were thrilled to come to the peace talks expressing their
thankfulness for the SAC chairman's largesse.

SSPP proposal

Reportedly the SSPP Vice-chairman Sao Khun Seng speech during the meeting with SAC
Chairman Min Aung Hlaing, which spelled out his party's political position, includes a four-point
proposal and five-point constitutional guidelines that should be taken into account.

The four proposal points are:
1. Toimplement the Panglong Agreement, Panglong Principle, Panglong Commitment

2. Toimplement the agreements made at the 1961 Multi-Ethnic-State Conference (held in
Taunggyi, Shan State, which was known as Shan Proposal or Federal Amendment Proposal)

3. To establish a Bamar State in order to bring about national equality.

4. To build a federal democratic union.
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The five constitutional drafting guidelines are:

1. The member states of the Union and the people within these states are the original owners
of sovereignty, so sovereignty derives from the people.

2. Afederal democratic union is made up of member states of the union with full equality and
self-determination, and all member states of the union are politically equal.

3. Union member states have the right to draft and enforce their respective state
constitutions.

4. Power sharing, resource sharing, implementation of revenue sharing and fiscal federalism
system. In the distribution of power, the law must be applied that the higher levels of
government take responsibility only for matters beyond the ability of the government closest to
the people.

5. All federal security and defence forces are under the command and control of the
democratically-elected civilian government, and the implementation of policies based on
human security.

In addition, in building the federal union, not only the structure construction principle but also
the substance construction principle should be carried out at the same time. In building a
federal democratic union, democratic rights, equality of basic human rights; right to self-
determination; and collective leadership are necessary to uphold the principles of diversity and
the protection of minorities as the values of the Union.

However, on 2 September, just two days after the second round peace talks Colonel Sai Su told
the Than Lwin Times: “Our presentation to form a Bamar State within the federal system is not
accepted (by the SAC Chairman). We cannot replace (the constitution) with what we want, nor
can we move the chapters around. For them (the SAC), we can only discuss it according to the
relevant chapter according to the table and according to the section. We can amend the 2008
Constitution section by section and can give opinions."

RCSS meets SAC

The NCA-signatory Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) is probably the most important
negotiation partner of the SAC, as its comrade-in-arms the Karen National Union (KNU), also a
NCA-signatory since 2015, is now actively combating the SAC in collaboration with the National
Unity Government's (NUG) People's Defence Force (PDF) in Karen State.

The RCSS is the only ethnic outfit with over 10,000 troops that has signed the NCA whereas the
rest vary around a thousand, some a few hundred and some with no armed soldiers at all. As
such it becomes indispensable for the junta as the most powerful EAO that has signed the NCA,
which gives the junta's peace talks initiative some sort of legitimacy.
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A day after concluding the second round of peace talks meeting the RCSS issued a four-point
statement on 2 September 2022 as below:

1. Aiming for the establishment of a federal union, the solution of the current political
problems and the finding of political solution for political problems, in order to meet and
discuss with the chairman of the State Administration Council (SAC) and the State Peace
Negotiating Team, the RCSS delegation, led by its chairman General Yawd Serk has gone to Nay
Pyi Taw on 28 August 2022, in accordance with the invitation.

2. At Nay Pyi Taw, the RCSS delegation met and discussed with the Chairman of the SAC on 29
August 2022, and met and discussed with the State Peace Negotiating Team from 30 August
2022 through to 1 September 2022.

3. During the 3-day meeting with the State Peace Negotiating Team, the RCSS delegation
presented as discussion points a peace roadmap for solving the general current political
problems; RCSS's federal basic principles for the establishment of future federal union; work
plans for building of trust; and development work for the local population. The State Peace
Negotiation Team presented the Schedule One — Union Legislative List and Schedule Two —
Region or State Legislative List in the 2008 Union Constitution. And whether the agreements in
the Union Accord part (1), (2) and (3) are relevant with the 2008 Constitution and existing laws,
the study of it and other things were discussed and explained.

4. As more time is needed to discuss the basic principles for the establishment of future
federal union; and RCSS is not yet ready to discuss the amendment of the 2008 Constitution as
presented by the State Peace Negotiating Team, and the State Peace Negotiating Team also
need some time in preparation to discuss what theRCSS has presented, it was decided to
continue to discuss them in future meetings.

Analysis

The EAOs going to Naypyitaw might have thought that the SAC leader has consolidated the
three powers of legislation, executive and judiciary in his hands post-coup and could decide on
a give-and-take outcome leading to their benefit. After all, the fact that the Wa administration
functioned like a “state within a state” from 1989 onwards stems from the then military
government agreement. SAC spokesman General Zaw Min Tun repeatedly mentioned that this
is the time to cut the deal due to the concentration of political power in one person’s hands,
namely SAC Chairman Min Aung Hlaing.

However, the said agreement in principle by the junta to the Wa statehood aspirations and
Mongla Self-Administered Division is questionable according to the Shan Nationalities League
for Democracy General Secretary Sai Leik. He said that the rights of sovereignty belong to the
people inhabiting the said areas and not any government or for that reason not the coup-maker
junta.
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Another argument is that since the military only wield 25 per cent of parliamentary seats, its
agreement and promise will come to naught if the other 75 per cent parliamentary stakes don't
vote for the formation of a new ethnic state or new self-administered division.

Thus, the latest SAC chairman insistence and statement on sticking to the parliamentary
procedure based on 2008 Constitution and NCA-based peace process nullified all the hopes of
the SAC negotiation partners, especially the UWSA, NDAA and SSPP.

The speculation is that the SAC's primary aim may have been to request the UWSA not to
deliver weapons to groups opposed to the junta and to keep the rest of the FPNCC members
neutral, if not coming to its side.

With the end of United Nations General Assembly and the UN Credential Committee decision to
keep the recognition of either the SAC or NUG pending, the junta’s hope for achieving
international legitimacy was again dashed.

With the de jure and also de facto recognition of the SAC dwindling, according to the Special
Advisory Council for Myanmar report, it may go on with its tyrannical, barbaric rule which will
mean the continuation of the bitter civil war.

In sum, the second round of peace talks could be taken as a fruitless undertaking, except
perhaps for the junta which was able to keep most parts of Shan State's EAOs neutral and
persuade them not to join the loose alliance of NUG and EAO fighters at war with the regime.

https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-plays-games-eao-peace-talks

State Peace Talk Team singed agreements reached after 4-day meeting with UWSP, NDAA
and SSPP

PUBLISHED 1 OCTOBER 2022

The fourth day meeting between State Peace Talk Team
(SPTT) and the delegation led by the vice-chairman of
the United Wa State Party-UWSP, the vice-chairman of
¢ the National Democratic Alliance Army-NDAA and the

! vice-chairman-2 of the Shan State Progress Party-SSPP
was held at the National Solidarity and Peacemaking
Centre in Nay Pyi Taw on September 30.

The SPTT received UWSP Vice-Chairman U Lau Yaku,
NDAA Vice-Chairman U San Pae and SSPP Vice-Chair-man-2 Sao Khun Seng separately and
discussed requirements to fulfill for education and health sectors and regional development.
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Afterwards, the fourth day meeting was continued. Present on the occasion were State
Administration Council Member Union Minister at the Government Office Chairman of the
National Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee-NSP-NC Peace Talks Team Leader
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, SAC Member Lt-Gen Moe Myint Tun, NSPNC Secretary Lt-Gen Min Naung and
NSPNC members Lt-Gen Min Naing, Lt-Gen Win Bo Shein, Lt-Gen Aye Win and Col Wunna Aung,
and UWSP Vice-Chairman U Lau Yaku, Head of the UWSP Political Department U Aik Nap Ling,
NDAA Vice-Chairman U San Pae, General-Secretary U Kyi Myint, SSPP Vice-Chairman-2 Sao
Khun Seng and SSPP Secretary-2 Sao Seng Hsu.

They later discussed their views and opinions again and then signed agreements reached within
4-day. Then, UWSP Vice-Chairman U Lau Yaku and SPTT Leader Lt- Gen Yar Pyae gave closing
remarks.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/state-peace-talk-team-singed-agreements-reached-after-4-
day-meeting-with-uwsp-ndaa-and-sspp

Sit-tat or tatmadaw? Debates on what to call the most powerful institution in Burma

BY TEACIRCLEOXFORD | POSTED ON_OCTOBER 3, 2022

Aung Kaung Myat considers the moral and analytical layers in addressing the military
institution as “Tatmadaw” or “sit-tat.”

Image by Gayatri Malhotra from Unsplash

The anti-coup movement prompts a critical reflection on how to
best describe the most powerful institution in the country, which
is long missing from studies and analyses of Burma. This article
engages with the debate and examines other ways to refer to the
Burmese military.

“Tatmadaw” (OOLC)QGOUS) has long been adopted as the

standard title of the Burmese military in journalistic and scholarly
reports on Burma. The critics called on writers to replace the
term with “sit-tat” (®QSOO(C)), which simply means “military” in

Burmese. The official Twitter account of the Civil Disobedience
Movement asked to avoid using the term “tatmadaw,” as seen in
a viral tweet posted on October 2021. A commentary written by a Burmese aid worker also
objects to the use of the term. Their justifications are grounded in moral reasoning. Because of

the laudatory nature of the royal particle daw (GUIS) included in the term, critics say the
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continuous use of the term amounts to whitewashing over the crimes committed by the
institution and even risks emboldening them to continue their abuses.

Of course, there is nothing royal about the institution and its soldiers who overthrew popularly
elected officials, opened fire on unarmed protestors, torched villages in the drylands, and
committed mass atrocities against minorities. However, the primary objective of many works
using the term is to report, criticize or analyze the patterns of abuses or authoritarian policies
under the regime rather than to glorify them. There is, indeed, little evidence that those who
use “tatmadaw” sympathize with the institution behind the term. Regardless, the implied moral
judgment associated with the term can hardly be ignored because good writers should always
pay attention to the weight their words carry.

In addition to the moral issue, there is an analytical gap between native and non-native
speakers of Burmese language. Most English-language writings on Burma assume “tatmadaw”
as a proper noun, as is evident from the persistent use of the term in a capitalized form. On the
contrary, many native Burmese speakers from the military generals to pro-democracy groups
and the general public use the term as a common noun. In a Burmese translation of the
Commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing’s interview with Asahi Shimbun, he pointed out that “the
American tatmadaw” also committed war crimes in Vietnam and Afghanistan to justify his
army’s brutal campaign on the Rohingya. The official name for the People’s Defence Force
(PDF) fighting the junta is called pyi-thu ka-kwe-ye tatmadaw or People’s Defence Tatmadaw
according to the NUG’s website. The biggest ethnic armies such as the Karen National
Liberation Army, the Kachin Independence Army, the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, the Shan
State Army and the United Wa State Army are also called “tatmadaws” representing their own
ethnic groups in everyday speech and media reports. The examples shows that the term
“tatmadaw” is hardly unique and singular.

Awareness of these issues leads some writers to use “sit-tat”. Devoid of any positive or glorified
image, this term could perhaps satisfy critics of the Burmese military. But it doesn’t solve the
analytical issue because “sit-tat” remains to be a common noun. When we say “army” in
English, we don’t mean the British Armed Forces. By the same logic, the Burmese word for
army, “sit-tat,” should not be the designated label for it in English.

What should the institution be called then? Unfortunately, there are few alternatives. The
Burmese military held many labels in its formative years such as the Burma Independence
Army, the Burma Defence Army, the Burma National Army and the Patriotic Burma Army. But
none of these terms survived to this day. The non-Bamar groups called it “Bamar sit-tat” or
“Bamar army” in the past. But this is inappropriate and even slanderous at a time thousands of
ethnic Bamars in the drylands face torchings and killing campaigns of the army and the Bamars
in urban areas are subject to torture and mistreatment. Some pro-democracy groups call it Min
Aung Hlaing’s “sit-tat” or military, but it is wrong to assume Min Aung Hlaing is the source
rather than a symptom of the problem.
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At present, there is no single best way to call it. But terms such as Burmese/Myanmar Military
or Armed Forces of Burma/Myanmar are better than other alternatives. Admittedly, they are
not satisfactory for a writer looking for a second reference to the Burmese military. But they
arguably solve the moral and analytical issues discussed above as long as the institution in
guestion satisfies two conditions: it continues to be a military and it controls the country, albeit
against popular will. Perhaps things might change in the future if the national army is replaced
by one which accepts civilian oversight, receives popular support, complies with federal
demands, and represents the interests of ordinary citizens. As one Twitter user says, “The name
tatmadaw will be used after we win.”

Aung Kaung Myat is an MPhil candidate at the Department of Politics and
Public Administration, University of Hong Kong. His research interests include ethnicity,
nationalism, and armed conflict.

https://teacircleoxford.com/politics/sit-tat-or-tatmadaw-debates-on-what-to-call-the-most-
powerful-institution-in-burma/
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