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NLD announces all procedures of SAC including election are unacceptable
PUBLISHED 28 SEPTEMBER 2022

The National League for Democracy (NLD) issued a statement on September 27 saying it would
not accept any work programmes of the State Administration Council (SAC) including the
election process.

The statement was issued on the 34th founding anniversary of NLD.

NLD says until a free and fair election emerges under genuine democratic system aspired by the
people, it will be holding on to the 2020 election results as power of representation.

Moreover, the party will continue its strenuous efforts for the release of NLD chair Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and all political prisoners, the adoption of a federal democratic system desired by
the people to perform duty of representation entrusted by the people, the gaining of greater
international recognition by implementing such tasks through parliaments formed with elected
parliamentary representatives as a core, the statement said.

It also pointed out the arrest of NLD members including top leaders and parliamentary
representatives and confiscation of their possessions, encroachment upon party offices and
seizures of possessions and destruction of them with intent to cause utter devastation to the
NLD party.

A media question arose at a press conference of the SAC held in Nay Pyi Taw on July 26 asking
for any opinion about a NLD statement accusing the incumbent Union Election Commission of
being illegitimate and saying that the NLD cannot accept it. The question also called for any
comment as to whether such statements of NLD were in line with the law.

UEC member U Khin Maung Oo said it would be unfair if the commission gave a unilateral
decision by regarding such online statements to be true. But it could decide in in accord with
the law after scrutinizing the party and receiving evidence.

The UEC has announced the holding of elections in 2023 and is carrying out tasks such as
inspection of the existing political parties and voter list making.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/nld-announces-all-procedures-of-sac-including-election-
are-unacceptable

Myanmar School Attack Could Be War Crime: UN Probe
By AFP | 28 September 2022

GENEVA—UN investigators said Tuesday that the Myanmar junta commanders who ordered an
attack this month on a school that left a dozen children dead could be liable for war crimes.
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The investigators pointed to multiple reports indicating that the school, located in the
compound of a monastery, came under attack for several hours, first from helicopters firing
rockets and machine guns, followed by an infantry attack.

The United Nations Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) said in a
statement that the Sept. 16 attack in Let Yet Kone Village in Sagaing Region “may be considered
a war crime with commanders criminally liable.”

Myanmar has been in chaos since the military seized power in a coup in February last year, with
nearly 2,300 civilians killed in a crackdown on dissent, according to a local monitoring group.

The IIMM, which was established by the UN Human Rights Council in September 2018 to collect
evidence of the most serious international crimes, said it was working to “assess criminal
responsibility” for the attack.

“Armed attacks that target civilians are prohibited by international laws of war and can be
punished as war crimes or crimes against humanity,” the statement said.

Teachers from the school told AFP that some children were playing outside while others
attended classes as two helicopter gunships flew in and opened fire with machine guns and
heavy weapons.

They described the terrifying horror of the onslaught, including watching a wounded child
screaming in agony, begging to die.

The Myanmar junta said they had sent troops in helicopters to the village after receiving a tip-
off that fighters from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)—an ethnic rebel group—and from a
local anti-coup militia were moving weapons in the area.

The military accused the rebels of using civilians as human shields, and said it had seized mines
and explosives from the village.

IIMM warned though that “even if this was the case and the armed attack had a military
objective, it is prohibited according to the laws of war if it is expected to result in civilian
injuries or deaths that are excessive in relation to the expected direct military advantage
achieved by the attack.”

The investigators stressed that commanders who launch a military attack near civilians have
obligations under international law, including taking all possible precautions to minimize harm
to noncombatants.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-school-attack-could-be-war-crime-un-
probe.html
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Myanmar military said to kill hundreds in Sagaing, Magway after blocking internet

Observers say the junta hoped to cover up crimes ahead of offensives in the two regions.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.28

The smoking remains of homes destroyed by the Myanmar
military in Khin-U township's Ngar Tin Gyi village, Sagaing
region, April 4, 2022. Citizen journalist

Myanmar’s military killed nearly 800 civilians and burned
down almost 26,000 houses in Sagaing and Magway
regions in the year since authorities cut off internet
access to townships where anti-junta armed resistance is
strongest, according to an investigation by RFA Burmese.

In compiling data based on witnesses and local reports,
RFA found that at least 643 people were killed in Sagaing
and 132 in Magway within the year ending Sept. 15. A total of 20,524 houses were destroyed
by fire in Sagaing and 5,427 in Magway over the same period.

Beginning on Sept. 15, 2021, the authorities cut off internet access to the Sagaing townships
of Kani, Salingyi. Pale, Budalin, Wuntho, Pinlebu and Kawlin — areas where junta troops
have faced some of the fiercest opposition to military rule — and then launched an offensive
in the areas.

Local anti-junta People’s Defense Force (PDF) paramilitaries said authorities did the same on
March 3, in some 20 other townships in the region, including Khin-U, Myaung, Tabayin,
Indaw, Taze, Tamu and Homalin.

The leader of the Khin-U Support Organization, a PDF group based in Khin-U, said the
internet shutdowns were part of a bid by the military to black out reports of oppression and
killings by junta troops.

“The internet was cut off mainly for their military purposes and was politically motivated,”
he said. “We had to deal with many situations where we could not communicate as easily as
before. They had an advantage in communications but from a military point of view, it did
little for them.”

He said many people in the townships had lost their lives or their homes as a result of the
military offensives, while the internet shutdown blocked access to education, healthcare and
income for countless others.

Beginning on Sept. 23, 2021, authorities also shut down internet access in the Magway
townships of Gangaw, Myaing and Tilin.
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A resident of Gangaw’s Hnan Khar village said that, since then, the military has been raiding
the township on a monthly basis.

“Military columns came to our villages once or twice a month after the internet was cut off,”
said the resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity, citing fear of reprisal.

“As there was no flow of information, the people couldn’t be warned [ahead of the raids]
and were caught offguard, arrested, tortured and killed. We saw junta soldiers doing
whatever they pleased — killing people and burning down villages.”

The resident said villagers have no way to send out photos and videos of the military's
crimes because of the internet shutdown, and that people have been deleting the evidence
from their phones because keeping the images leaves them vulnerable to arrest.

Attempts by RFA to contact junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Htun for
more information on the situation in Sagaing and Magway regions went unanswered
Wednesday.

o Villagers protest the junta with a banner reading 'You may
cut the communications, not our revolutionary spirit.' The

multi-village protest was held by residents from Yinmarbin
and Salingyi townships, Sagaing region, Myanmar, June 5,

2022. Credit: Citizen Journalist

Blocking access as a ‘tactic’

Aung Myo Min, minister of human rights for Myanmar’s shadow National Unity Government
(NUG), said the military’s use of internet access as a tactic constitutes a violation of human
rights.

“Blocking the internet is a violation of human rights, and doing so to cover up their crimes is
a much more serious one,” he said. “They are using it as a strategy, with the aim of blacking
out information and committing various crimes and violence against the people.”

Veteran journalist Myint Kyaw told RFA that while the junta may have blocked access to the
internet solely to gain a military advantage, doing so severely impacted people’s everyday
lives.

“They should have considered the fact that it would hurt tens of thousands of people living
in these regions — their social lives as well as their access to health and education,” he said.

“In a world where access to the internet is seen as a basic right, this point becomes more
important and | think we need to investigate this action.”

Political observer Than Soe Naing said that, try as they might, junta leaders cannot cover up
military atrocities.
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“They are trying to prevent the people and the international community from learning of
their crimes and the violence being visited on the regions’ inhabitants,” he said. “The reality
of the situation is that they can’t do that in today's world.”

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said earlier this
month that there are at least 528,300 people displaced by conflict in Sagaing and 98,100 in
Magway.

In Chin state, where opposition to the junta is also strong, the military has cut off access to
the internet everywhere except the capital Haka, residents say. Authorities have also cut
internet lines in Kayah state’s Hpruso and Hpasawng townships.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/internet-09282022162550.html

Regime Deploys Hundreds Of Troops To Fight Indaw PDF

28th September 2022

Indaw-Namsi Aung

Seven villages have fled after hundreds of
Burma Army (BA) soldiers were sent to Indaw
from southern Kachin State and Sagaing Region,
in the northwest, according to an officer of the
Indaw People’s Defence Force, which is fighting
the military regime in the township.

“Our troops are active in this area. There are
frequent clashes between Na Bar and Mawlu, in which many BA soldiers have been killed,
which is why they want to gain control of this area.”

Since 24 September, 280 regime soldiers from the south and 120 from Sagaing Region had
arrived and are staying in the villages of Ner Makyaing, Pint Tin, Pin Wai, Lone Tone, Hper Pant,
Si Pein and Nyaung Pin Thar, located between Mawlu and Na Bar, he said.

Anticipating that the fighting will escalate, the officer said they blocked all the main roads in
Indaw Township on Sunday. The Na Bar — Mawlu, Indaw — Na Bar, Indaw — Katha, Indaw —
Htigyaing and Indaw — Bamauk roads were closed to civilians by the armed group.

According to the officer, the PDF attacked the BA column from Sagaing with a landmine on
Saturday, with casualties expected.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/28/regime-deploys-hundreds-of-troops-to-fight-indaw-pdf/

Page 7 of 79


https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/internet-09282022162550.html
https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/28/regime-deploys-hundreds-of-troops-to-fight-indaw-pdf/

Hostilities Prevent Civilians From Returning Home In Shwegu Township

28th September 2022

Hostilities Prevent Civilians From Returning
Home In Shwegu Township

Hundreds of civilians are unable to return to
their village after regime soldiers occupied it
after Kachin resistance fighters attacked
&= them in Shwegu Township, Kachin State.

“Some of the villagers were working on their farm when the fighting broke out (nearby) and
they couldn’t bring anything with them when they fled,” said a man from Shwegu town who'’s
knowledgeable about the situation but wished to remain anonymous for fear of his safety.

The displaced villagers of Moe Sitt (also called Mosit) need food above all, but also blankets,
mosquito nets and clothes. Aid workers are providing some of these things, but more help is
needed.

The Burma Army (BA) captured the village after the Kachin People Defence Force (KPDF)
ambushed them as they crossed the Irrawaddy River from Kyun Taw. According to the KPDF,
the BA sustained fatalities during the 22 September attack.

As long as the junta soldiers remain in Moe Sitt, we cannot return, said a man who’s one of the
469 out of 108 families sleeping in four Buddhist monasteries in Shwegu town.

“Some people are returning to work on their farm located far outside the village, and they
return to Shwegu in the evening.” He said that Moe Sitt is on the west bank of the Irrawaddy
River, while Shwegu is on the east side.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/28/hostilities-prevent-civilians-from-returning-home-in-
shwegu-township/

Fifteen Myanmar Regime Troops Including Colonel Reportedly Killed in Kayah State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 September 2022

Fifteen Myanmar military soldiers including a senior officer were reportedly killed on Monday in
Demoso Township, Kayah State when a combined force of Karenni resistance groups attacked
regime troops occupying a village.
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Fighters from Karenni Revolution Union (KRU) and Demoso People’s Defense Force (PDF)
attacked 70 junta troops from Division 66 stationed at the school and monastery of Konethar
Village outside Demoso Town on Monday evening, according to KRU.

A KRU spokesperson told The Irrawaddy on Wednesday that resistance fighters attacked the
junta troops from close range.

During an intense firefight, 15 regime soldiers, including one believed to be a colonel, were
killed.

Resistance fighters witnessed junta soldiers calling out that their senior officer had been killed
and retreating from the clash, said the KRU spokesperson.

Citing military sources, some media reported on Wednesday that Lieutenant Colonel Aung Ko
0o, the commander of Light Infantry Battalion 6 under Division 66, was killed in the shootout.

However, the KRU said that their forces was unable to confirm the rank of the dead officer.

Regime forces targeted the area with heavy weapons in the aftermath of the clash, preventing
resistance fighters from retrieving weapons abandoned by the junta soldiers.

One KRU fighter, Khun Soe Paing Thu, died on Tuesday morning after being wounded in the
clash.

Junta troops left Konethar Village after the battle. The village’s residents fled several months
ago when regime soldiers first deployed there.

In the aftermath of the clash, KRU asked the parallel National Unity Government and Myanmar
people at home and abroad to supply them with ammunition.

“We can support ourselves, but we can’t fight without ammunition,” said the KRU’s
spokesperson.

On Tuesday, seven military regime soldiers were reportedly killed in Kayah’s Loikaw
Township when snipers from the Karenni Nationalities Defense Force and Central Region
Special Operation Force (CRSOF) ambushed junta forces stationed on a hilltop in the township.

CRSOF said resistance fighters escaped from the area, despite regime troops responding to the
attack with machine gun and mortar fire.

Myanmar junta forces nationwide are suffering daily losses from attacks by PDFs and ethnic
armed organizations.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/fifteen-myanmar-regime-troops-including-colonel-
reportedly-killed-in-kayah-state.html
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Myanmar Regime Sentences Jailed Journalist to Extra Prison Time, Hard Labor
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta sentenced the jailed journalist Ma Htet Htet Khine to an additional three years
in prison with hard labor on Tuesday.

Ma Htet Htet Khine was sentenced by a military regime court under the Unlawful Association
Act. She had already been given a three year sentence for incitement on September 15, after
being detained for over a year, meaning that she has been jailed for a total of six years.

The journalist was previously the presenter of the Khan Sar Kyi [Feel It] television program
produced by BBC Media Action for audiences in Myanmar.

“BBC Media Action is dismayed and alarmed to hear of this additional sentence for our
freelance producer, Htet Htet Khine, in Myanmar,” BBC Media Action Chief Executive Officer,
Caroline Nursey OBE, said in a statement issued on Tuesday.

“We remain concerned for her safety and well-being in detention, and call for the release of
Htet Htet Khine and other media workers who have been unjustly detained in Myanmar,”
added Norsey.

Ma Htet Htet Khine was arrested in August 2021 in Yangon and has been held since then in
Yangon’s notorious Insein Prison.

She was charged with incitement under Article 505(a) of the Penal Code and then under the
Unlawful Association Act for allegedly working as a volunteer editor for Federal FM, a radio
station launched by the parallel National Unity Government.

Over 140 journalists have been detained by the junta since last year’s coup and 60 remain in
prison. Four reporters have died in military custody.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-sentences-jailed-journalist-to-

extra-prison-time-hard-labor.html

Model who posted steamy photos gets 6 years for ‘tarnishing Burmese culture’
Nang Mwe San is the first person sentenced under Myanmar’s Electronic Communications Act.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.28

A military court in Myanmar’s Yangon region has sentenced a former doctor-turned-model
to six years in prison for posting provocative content online deemed “harmful to Burmese
culture,” prompting condemnation from lawyers and rights groups who called the
punishment “unjust.”
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Nang Mwe San protests in Yangon, Myanmar,
Feb. 4 [left] and Feb. 14, 2021. Nang Mwe San
| Twitter account

The Military Court of Dagon Myothit (North)
Township on Tuesday ordered Nang Mwe San to
serve a six-year jail term for publishing “sexually
explicit” photos and videos online in violation of
¢ : s Article 33 (a) of Myanmar’s Electronic

- VWt : 2 Communications Act and tarnishing the country’s
cultural image.

The sentence marks the first time that someone has been prosecuted under the act, which
was enacted during the 2011-2016 administration of former President Thein Sein.

Nang Mwe San’s friend confirmed to RFA Burmese that the military court in Dagon Myothit
issued the sentence after what she said was a nearly month-long closed trial.

“The sentence was six years imprisonment, handed down by the military court,” said the
friend, speaking on condition of anonymity. “They said [the trial] was faster than usual
because the northern part of Dagon is a martial law region.”

Attempts by RFA to contact Nang Mwe San’s family members by phone for more details
about her case went unanswered Wednesday. The junta has yet to release any information
about the court ruling.

Nang Mwe San participated in street protests after the military takeover on Feb. 1, 2021,
and, in March that year, posted comments to social media decrying the junta’s deadly
crackdown on the unrest. Shortly thereafter, the junta announced that she would be
arrested under Section 505 (a) of the Penal Code for defamation against the state and she
went into hiding. Sources close to the doctor said that she eventually signed a bond with
authorities whereby she was permitted to return to her home in Dagon Myothit (North).

However, on Aug. 5, the military arrested Nang Mwe San, along with film actress Thinzar
Wint Kyaw, for “distributing suggestive photos and videos on a foreign website for a fee.”

Nang Mwe San’s friend told RFA that because Thinzar Wint Kyaw is from Yangon’s
Mayangone township, which is not a martial law zone, “her case will be decided by a civil
court.”

Sources close to the Mayangone Township Court said Thinzar Wint Kyaw stood trial on Sept.
14, although further details about the actress’s case were not immediately available.
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Undated photo of Nang Mwe San who was
sentenced to six years in prison for posting photos
'deemed to harm the Myanmar culture' by the

| junta’s military court on Sept. 27, 2022. Credit: Nang
Mwe San’s Facebook

‘Protecting’ Burmese culture

A veteran lawyer, who did not want to be named
for security reasons, called Tuesday’s ruling “unjust” and said it did nothing to promote
Burmese culture.

“This legal action is just an excuse and I’'m sure there are other undisclosed reasons behind
it,” he said. “And Myanmar's culture will not benefit because of this action against [the two
women]. Can [the junta] really stop this sort of thing? | don't think it’s possible.”

He added that Section 33 (a) of the Electronic Communications Act is too vague in its
definition of what content can be considered “harmful” to the country’s culture.

Zaw Ran, a human rights activist from the Yangon People's Advocacy Network, told RFA that
instead of sentencing people to lengthy jail terms, first-time offenders who violate Section
33 (a) should be given a warning.

“l wonder if these women, Nang Mwe San and Thinzar Wint Kyaw, understand the relevant
laws,” he said. “People feel so sorry for them. If they didn’t know about the law, they should
have been informed about it before they were punished.”

Zaw Ran condemned the military court ruling for its lack of transparency and said Nang Mwe
San was denied access to a proper legal defense.

Saw Han Nway Oo, a writer, told RFA that arresting and jailing women for such actions is a
violation of their rights, noting that in nearly every country there are people who earn
money the same way.

"I think it's unfair to hand down such a harsh sentence for exposing your body online for a
fee,” she said.

“There are so many people doing this nowadays, even if they say ours is a country where
Buddhism and culture flourish and that this is not compatible with our culture. And | think
using this Communications Law to jail them is just wrong.”

She added that there are many models showing off their beauty for a living in Myanmar but
those who support the military have not been arrested or prosecuted.
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Artists from the music, film and theatrical industries took to the streets to protest the
military takeover in Myanmar, prompting the military to announce that hundreds of
celebrities would be arrested and charged under Section 505 (a).

Among them, actor Pyay Ti Oo, Eindra Kyaw Zin, Lu Min, pop singer Po Po and make-up artist
Win Min Than were arrested. Some were later released while others were imprisoned by the
military.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/sentence-09282022184016.html

HRW criticises Myanmar junta’s cancellation of model Han Lay’s passport while abroad

By Mizzima |

Miss Grand International contestant Han Lay. Photo: Miss Grand
International

The Myanmar junta’s attempts to force foreign governments to
send junta critic, model Han Lay, back to Myanmar against her
will has attracted strong criticism from Human Rights Watch
(HRW).

HRW Deputy Asia Director, Phil Robertson, said: "The rights abusing Myanmar military junta is
playing games with people's lives, with a clear example being how it revokes or impedes the
passports of its Burmese critics. “

Myanmar beauty queen Thaw Nandar Aung, better known as Han Lay provoked the ire of the
junta when at the finals of the Miss Grand International Myanmar competition held in Thailand,
in March 2021, she made an emotional speech to bring the world’s attention to the junta’s
massacre of civilians and addressed the international community saying: “l want to say please
help Myanmar, we need your help right now.”

Following her speech, Han Lay received death threats and decided to remain in Thailand.

Then, on Wednesday 21 September as she was returning to Thailand from a short trip to
Vietnam she was stopped by Thai immigration at Suvarnhabhumi Airport.

She was not detained, but also she was not allowed to enter Thailand and obviously did not
want to return to Myanmar so was left in limbo in the airport. According to a Facebook post
from Han Lay whilst she was at the airport Burmese officials were waiting at Suvarnhabhumi to
speak to her and trying to have her repatriated to Myanmar.
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There was some confusion about why Han Lay was stopped in Bangkok. Initially, it was said that
an Interpol Red Notice had been issued against Han Lay, but now it seems that the Myanmar
authorities cancelled her passport.

Police Maj. Gen. Archayon Kraithong, the deputy chief of Thailand’s Immigration Bureau, told
CNN Han Lay had been stopped due to a problem with her passport and that she could not be
let in to Thailand “due to immigration law”. He declined to give full details, but said she had not
been arrested.

Whilst Han Lay was left in limbo at the airport UNHCR came to her aid and tried to assist her.
Eventually, the organisation managed to help her find asylum in Canada.

On Wednesday 28 September Police Maj. Gen. Archayon Kraithong told CNN that Han Lay had
left Bangkok on the evening of Tuesday 27 September and said “Her final destination is
Canada,” but gave no further details.

HRW’s Phil Robertson issued a statement where he explained that the problems had been
caused by the Myanmar junta canceling her passport and making her stateless, a tactic the
junta has been using on dissidents abroad in an attempt to force them to return to Myanmar to
face punishment.

He said: “Outspoken rights activist and model Thaw Nandar Aung (Han Lay) was the victim of a
deliberate political act by the junta to make her stateless when she flew back from Vietnam to
Thailand last week. All these polite, diplomatic mentions about a so-called "issue" with her
passport cannot hide the fact her passport was fine to leave Thailand, and to enter and exit
Vietnam, before she encountered a problem seeking to re-enter Thailand at Suvarnabhumi
Airport. This is hardly the first time repressive Burmese military dictatorships have sought to
use their control over Myanmar passports as a weapon against their own people's rights to
travel internationally. Such actions should be universally condemned, and governments around
the world should be on guard against the junta using similar tactics against overseas dissidents
traveling on Myanmar passports in the future."

"There is no doubt that what transpired was a trap to try to force Han Lay to return to
Myanmar, where she would have faced immediate arrest, likely abuse in detention, and
imprisonment. Fortunately, she got good advice to stay put at the airport, and wait for the kind
of protection she needed. This was a victory for rights, and refugee protection."

Mr Robertson also praised the Canadian government for giving Han Lay asylum. He said:
"Nations like Canada that stand up time and time again to help the globe's refugees fleeing
persecution deserve the thanks of the wider world. Just as Ottawa stood up to assist Saudi
national Rahaf Mohammed in her time of greatest need, so now they have again done the right
thing to help Han Lay

https://www.mizzima.com/article/hrw-criticises-myanmar-juntas-cancellation-model-han-lays-
passport-while-abroad

Page 14 of 79


https://www.mizzima.com/article/hrw-criticises-myanmar-juntas-cancellation-model-han-lays-passport-while-abroad
https://www.mizzima.com/article/hrw-criticises-myanmar-juntas-cancellation-model-han-lays-passport-while-abroad

Myanmar Regime not Interested in Genuine Peace Talks With EAOs
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 September 2022

Representatives of three powerful ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) based in eastern
Myanmar — the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA)
and the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) — met junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on
Monday for a second round of peace talks during which they pressed their demands.

The Irrawaddy takes a look at what the EAOs are asking for and the junta’s response.
SSPP proposes changes to army-drafted constitution

At the meeting, SSPP vice chair Sao Khun Hseng suggested a set of preconditions to build peace
and establish a federal, democratic Union, according to a SSPP statement. Those preconditions
included the implementation of provisions in the 1947 Panglong Agreement, as well as
agreements reached at the 1961 Taunggyi Conference of non-Bamar ethnic delegates, and the
establishment of a separate Bamar state aimed at establishing ethnic equality.

Sao Khun Hseng also suggested five amendments to the constitution, including a provision that
“sovereignty of states, which are parts of the Union, is derived from people”. He also
demanded that states must have absolute self-determination and must be politically equal, plus
the sharing of power, resources and taxes and the implementation of a federal financial system.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with NDAA
vice chair San Pei / CINCDS

All the security and defense forces of the Union must
be under the control of the democratically-elected
government, added Sao Khun Hseng.

: S Shan Nationalities League for Democracy general
secretary Sai Leik said: “I think [the SSPP vice chair] mainly referred to articles 5 and 7 when he
called for the implementation of Panglong. The agreement was signed by Shan, Chin, Kachin
and Karenni [together with Bamar] to gain independence and build the Union together.
According to those articles, citizens of the Frontier Areas shall enjoy rights and privileges which
are regarded as fundamental in democratic countries, and full autonomy in internal
administration for the Frontier Areas is accepted in principle. But | am sure that those
provisions have never been implemented.”

UWSA repeats Wa demand for statehood
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Newly-promoted Ai Nap Lai, head of the politburo of the United Wa State Party, the political
wing of the UWSA, was part of the UWSA delegation that met the junta chief. Ai Nap Lai is a son
of Zhao Nyi Lai, one of the founders of the UWSA.

UWSA liaison officer Nyi Rang based in Shan State’s Lashio said that the UWSA leaders mainly
discussed development of their region at the talks.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with SSPP
vice chair Sao Khun Hseng / CINCDS

“We mainly discussed regional development.
Regarding your question of whether we discussed
statehood, we have been demanding that for a long
time. We will also meet the [regime’s] National
Solidarity and Peacemaking Negotiation Committee,”

he said.

Despite its absolute autonomy over areas known as Wa State in Shan State, the UWSA, the
most powerful EAO in Myanmar, has demanded official statehood.

NDAA demands self-administered region

The NDAA, based in Mongla in eastern Shan State, demanded that the area it controls, which is
known as Special Region 4, be designated as a self-administered region, according to sources
close to the NDAA.

NDAA spokesman Kham Maung said: “The delegation has not yet arrived back and we don’t
know yet what they discussed.”

Military regime media doesn’t report EAO demands

Junta-controlled newspapers contained only a few lines about what EAO representatives
discussed with the coup leader, instead highlighting what Min Aung Hlaing said.

EAO leaders were overjoyed at the talks with the junta chief, promised not to secede from the
Union and advised solving disagreements peacefully without the use of arms, said regime
media.

Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing meets representatives
of the UWSA, the NDAA, the SSPP / CINCDS

The peace process will be implemented in line with
the army-drafted 2008 Constitution and the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), added
junta media.
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The report was just an echo of the statement issued by the UWSA after the first round of talks
with Min Aung Hlaing in May. In its statement, the UWSA promised not to secede from the
Union, while asserting its right to determine the fate of Wa State, except in national defense
and foreign relations. But the UWSA did not mention the NCA in its statement.

An ethnic affairs analyst who wished to remain anonymous said that Min Aung Hlaing met the
EAOs not to listen to their demands, but to persuade them not to supply arms to the resistance
groups fighting the regime.

“I' think it will be difficult for the Myanmar military to prevent those groups from supplying
arms to People’s Defense Forces (PDF). Although the groups may not publicly support the PDFs,
they will surely supply them indirectly,” said the analyst.

Will regime fulfill EAO demands?

The SSPP’s demand is a reminder of the common desire of all the ethnic groups across the
country, said the ethnic affairs analyst.

“To have a Bamar state is part of the Shan federal proposal also known as the Taunggyi
proposal because it was adopted at the 1961 Taunggyi Conference. The main intention is that
Bamar people must also have a state, only then will there be equality,” he said.

“Ethnic minorities are demanding a Bamar state because they will otherwise have to listen to
the Bamar who make up the majority under the current system,” he added.

The analyst said: “It appears that the SSPP had already discussed its demands with the UWSA
and NDAA before making its presentation to the junta chief. And | assume the UWSA and NDAA
support those demands.”

The fact that the regime did not report the SSPP’s demands shows it [the junta] is opposed to
the SSPP’s demands, noted another ethnic affairs analyst.

“The military is only thinking about how to buy time and is not interested in peace. So it is
approaching the SSPP based on that, while the SSPP is fighting and negotiating at the same
time,” he said.

Military tensions are running high between the regime and the SSPP with the two sides clashing
earlier this month in Momeik Township in northern Shan State.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/myanmar-regime-not-interested-in-genuine-
peace-talks-with-eaos.html
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Ex-Myanmar Military Officers in Fear After Former General’s Assassination
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 September 2022

The assassination of an obscure retired general at his Yangon home has sent shockwaves
through Myanmar’s regime and the city’s community of retired officers.

Ex-Brigadier General Ohn Thwin, 72, was shot dead on Saturday and his son-in-law, a retired
captain, was also killed.

Ohn Thwin was the mentor to deputy junta chief Vice Senior General Soe Win.

Following the assassination, Thet Thet Khine, a former National League for Democracy member
and now a regime-appointed minister, had her Bahan Township home fenced off with
numerous rolls of razorwire and five CCTV cameras were added along the fence.

Her family still lives in the house while she spends most of her time in Naypyitaw.

Most retired generals live in Yangon although many have mansions in Naypyitaw. But after Ohn
Thwin’s assassination, many are thought to be considering a move to the ghost-town capital
which is now under a nighttime curfew.

Former Brigadier General Ohn Thwin with former
colleagues at the Armed Forces Day parade in
Naypyitaw in March 2022.

Junta-appointed ministers and their deputies are
apparently moving, The Irrawaddy has been told.

While affluent neighborhoods in Yangon are scattered
with retired generals, they also live in separate luxury estates in Thuwunna, Thanlyin and
Mayangone townships, known as “Bogyoke Ywar” or the villages of generals.

Lieutenant generals and generals can keep guns after their retirement and the military provides
them with security. But there is no junta security apparatus for other retired officers. Some
retired officers have asked on social media to keep firearms with a license.

Junta officials were also shocked when Thein Aung, the chief financial officer of Mytel
Telecommunications Co, a joint venture between the military and Vietnam’s defense ministry,
was gunned down by an unidentified man in Mayangone Township, Yangon, in November last
year.

The 56-year-old was a former naval lieutenant commander and was a friend of the current navy
chief, Admiral Moe Aung.

It is widely believed that insiders were involved in both assassinations of two low-profile former
officers.
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Veterans have been rocked by fear and insecurity since Ohn Thwin’s assassination, admitted a
retired officer.

Regime-appointed minister Thet Thet Khine. / Facebook

“Soldiers are not afraid of death as they have fought all
their lives. But they are concerned for their families,”
said a source close to a retired general.

The regime apparently has no plan to protect former
personnel but it does want to bring them back to duty
when necessary. Ohn Thwin was a prominent reservist.

Under the NLD government, the military forced then defense minister Lt-Gen Sein Win and
border affairs minister Lt-Gen Ye Aung to step down and appointed them as chair and vice-chair
of the Myanmar War Veterans’ Organization.

The regime has stopped officers in the junta-affiliated Border Guard Force in Karen State from
retiring amid fierce fighting with resistance groups, pointing to a recruitment crisis.

And what was junta chief Min Aung Hlaing doing when former generals were panicked by the
news of Ohn Thwin’s assassination on Saturday evening?

He was watching a play about Natshinnaung and how the 17th-century Taungoo prince’s
alliance with the Portuguese mercenary Filipe de Brito e Nicote led to his destruction.

The following day, Soe Win attended the same play, despite the murder of his mentor.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/ex-myanmar-military-officers-in-fear-after-former-
generals-assassination.html

Myanmar Junta’s Yangon Economics Minister was Friends with Assassin Conspirator
By THE IRRAWADDY 28 September 2022

Lieutenant Colonel Myo Myint Aung was appointed as
Yangon’s economics minister.

Yangon Region’s new economics minister was friends with
one of the conspirators in the assassination of the National
League for Democracy’s (NLD) legal advisor U Ko Ni in 2017.

Earlier this month, Lieutenant Colonel Myo Myint Aung,
then Yangon’s military recruitment commander based in
Insein, was appointed the region’s minister of economy. He
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succeeds Aung Than Oo, who was appointed after last year’s coup and dismissed following
corruption allegations in June.

Myo Myint Aung attended the Defense Services Academy with Aung Win Zaw, who was behind
U Ko Ni’s assassination on January 29, 2017, outside Yangon International Airport.

Observers speculated that U Ko Ni was targeted because of his criticism of the military-drafted
2008 Constitution.

He is believed to have played a key role in advising the NLD to create the position of state
counselor for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi after the 2015 general election victory.

Aung Win Zaw was handed a death sentence, which has not been carried out.

Following the 2021 coup, Myo Myint Aung served as a judge on regime tribunals prosecuting
protesters and dissidents.

He was reportedly part of a tribunal that handed down death sentences to four pro-democracy
activists, including former NLD lawmaker Ko Phyo Zeya Thaw and veteran activist Ko Jimmy,
who were executed in July, Myanmar’s first executions in more than three decades.

Yangon business owners have criticized Myo Myint Aung’s appointment, with one telling The
Irrawaddy: “Yangon is crucial for the country’s economy and the appointment means the
regime only wants people who will do what they’re told and is not interested in their abilities.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-juntas-yangon-economics-minister-was-
friends-with-assassin-conspirator.html

India: The Myanmar Junta’s ‘Off-the-Radar’ Friend
By THE IRRAWADDY | 28 September 2022

When the world talks about the isolated Myanmar military regime, the discussion of its few
allies tends to focus on Russia and China’s engagement with the junta and support for it on the
UN Security Council (UNSC). One country that has been strangely absent from this
conversation, however, is India.

The world’s largest democracy, Myanmar’s huge neighbor to the northwest has tried its best
not to antagonize the junta, which has killed more than 2,000 people for rejecting military rule.

During the just-ended UN General Assembly, more distant regional neighbors like Malaysia and
East Timor expressed sadness at the Security Council’s failure to take serious action on
Myanmar, and warned that the conflict in the country was impacting the security and stability
of its neighbors. Contrast this with the meek comments from the representative of India—a
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non-permanent member of the current UNSC and Myanmar’s neighbor—who said simply: “We
supplied 10,000 metric tons of food aid and vaccine shipments to Myanmar.”

Since the coup, India has maintained a relationship with the regime, one that continues to grow
in the diplomatic, military, economic and electoral spheres.

Last week, a delegation led by regime Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation Minister Tin Htut Oo
was in India to visit the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (ICAR), which is working in
cooperation with the Indian state-owned National Seed Corporation (NSC). Myanmar state-run
media said the purpose of the visit was to acquire seeds of a variety of beans and pulses,
including green gram (mung beans), which regime leader Min Aung Hlaing seeks to export as a
means of pulling Myanmar’s economy out of its nosedive.

One of the members of the delegation was economist Dr. Zaw 0o, who advised the junta on the
formation of an economic think tank with the aim of helping the Myanmar military rule the
country. He recently called for improved civil-military relations, saying this was needed to end
the chaos the country has been facing on all fronts since the coup last year.

The regime delegation at the India Pulses and
Grains Association on Sept. 22. Among those
present were Myanmar’s Agriculture, Livestock
and Irrigation Minister Tin Htut Oo (front row,
second from right) and Dr. Zaw Oo (second row,
second from right).

The delegation also met representatives of the
India Pulses and Grains Association (IPGA) and the
Overseas Agro Traders Association (OATA) to

discuss the addition of green gram to Myanmar’s bean and pulse export list, and to invite more
Indian investment in Myanmar. They also met with other private companies to buy seeds for
cotton and sunflower, another crop Min Aung Hlaing is pinning his hopes on to serve as a
substitute for the country’s edible oil imports.

The warm relationship between India and the current Myanmar regime dates back to its
earliest days in 2021. While the regime was being internationally condemned for its coup in
February of that year, India was careful not to make any direct reference to the military coup or
to condemn it in its statements.

While the majority of international military attaches boycotted the regime’s Armed Forces Day
parade the following month—amid bloody junta crackdowns on peaceful protests against
military rule—India was among a handful of countries, including Russia and China, to join the
event.

Then in November, India invited regime Admiral Moe Aung to the Goa Maritime Conclave 2021
hosted by the Indian Navy.
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India military’s ties with its Myanmar counterpart predate the coup, however.

It trains a number of Myanmar soldiers at its facilities and Min Aung Hlaing has been a frequent
visitor to New Delhi, forging ties with his counterparts there. In 2020, the Myanmar military
acquired its first submarine from India.

Furthermore, India is currently involved in developing the nearly USS400-million Kaladan port
and highway project in the west of Myanmar, as well as contributing around $250 million to
another road project to connect India’s landlocked northeastern states with Thailand via
Myanmar.

Diplomatically, while other countries like Britain and Australia have a bumpy relationship with
the Myanmar junta, as evidenced by a downgrading of their diplomatic presence, Indian
Ambassador Vinay Kumar presented his credentials to Min Aung Hlaing in April this year.

Then, a few weeks later, the ambassador rushed to hold talks with regime-appointed Union
Election Commission (UEC) chairman Thein Soe to ask about electoral processes and discuss
further cooperation with the UEC on the upcoming election. China also met with UEC officials in
the same month to ask about the agency’s ongoing plans, including inspections of political
parties ahead of the planned election.

The junta is planning to hold a general election next year that many at home have rejected,
seeing it as a sham intended to cement the regime’s grip on power.

A UN rights envoy warned that the vote would be a fraud, while the US said there is no chance
it could be free and fair, adding that it was likely just an attempt to manipulate the region and
the international community.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/india-the-myanmar-juntas-off-the-radar-friend.html

The Two Hands of Washington’s Myanmar Policy
By TONY WATERS | 28 September 2022

One day a civilian government will assume power in Myanmar and the United States will come
back promising security, democracy, human rights and free trade.

The return is likely to happen much as it did after 2011, when as described in Erin Murphy’s
new book Burmese Haze, a triumphal US State Department arrived in Naypyitaw with
planeloads of people and gifts, claiming credit for “midwifing” the transition to democracy.

It will then dangle a visit by a US president as a critical marker on that western-designed road to
peace and democracy. Lectures about the nobility of US-style democracy and capitalism will be
delivered, while Myanmar’s explanations about its own history brushed aside as well, boring.
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Bilateral relations from the perspective of the Department of State are well-described by
Murphy, the occupant of the Central Intelligence Agency’s Burma desk from 2007-12. As she
relates this, US policy is about democracy, humanitarianism and free-market values that both
nations share. And citizens pass on information in exchange for cash and vague promises of a
US visa should things become difficult.

But there are two important things left out of Murphy’s book: that the US largely views
Myanmar as a pawn in the chess game with China or any acknowledgment of Myanmar’s views
of the bilateral relationship.

Murphy was a front-seat observer of Myanmar’s peace and democratic reform process
between 2007 (just before Cyclone Nargis) and the coup in 2021. Her views are well-informed,
at least regarding the US perspective, because of her top-secret clearance and high-level access.

She conducted interviews for the book with former secretaries of state Hillary Clinton and John
Kerry, and even State Counselor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, maintaining access to the highest levels
of the US government, even after quitting the CIA. Academics and journalists can only dream of
such access.

Covert action

Burmese Haze Burmese Haze by Erin Murphy.

US Policy and Myanmar’s . . X . .
Opening—and Closing Burmese Haze avoids serious discussion of US reliance on

the CIA and other intelligence work in Myanmar.

The “listening post” that is the sprawling embassy on
Yangon’s Inle Lake, completed under the Than Shwe
regime, is passed off as basically a reading room with US
magazines, computer terminals and a place to learn
English.

But the embassy includes 10 buildings built since 2007,
including a four-story chancery, as Google Earth shows.

In other words, Myanmar’s junta long cooperated with

ASIA the US to establish facilities which presumably collect
e gy Iscll clectronic data from southeast Asia and China and
cultivate human intelligence in Myanmar.

Germany’s Der Spiegel magazine reported that National Security Agency eavesdropping
equipment was in the embassy.

The problem for any future civilian government will be that different US hands will offer
contrasting opportunities and risks.
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But the only hand described in Burmese Haze is the open hand of the generous US promoting
democracy and human rights and opposing the junta.

That hand can be a bit brash and overconfident but generously supports programs of
democracy, human rights and development.

The other hand is ignored in Burmese Haze. The secretive security-conscious US wants to block
Chinese goals for Myanmar and has routinely used Myanmar’s military to further its aims. A
civilian government will need to deal with both pressures.

Cyclone Nargis: where the two US policies came together

US assistance to Myanmar after Cyclone Nargis in 2008 opens Burmese Haze. Murphy describes
an ever forward-thinking US Navy conducting Cobra Gold exercises in Thai waters just before
the cyclone. After consulting satellite images, but without asking permission from the Than
Shwe regime, the US Navy immediately repositioned itself off Myanmar’s coast for a major
relief operation.

In response, the regime ignored the typhoon and focused on the threat of a potential US
invasion.

Than Shwe repositioned the armed forces in preparation for an invasion. The junta denied visas
to relief workers and restricted travel to afflicted areas by US Embassy staff. According to
Murphy, the denials were accompanied by boring lectures from military officers, presumably
about the CIA’s history of supplying insurgencies, funding the Nationalist Chinese armies in the
north of the country from the 1950s to the 1980s, support for ethnic armed organizations and
that spy center in Yangon.

As Murphy writes, the regime finally relented and permitted the US Navy to deliver relief.
Murphy brags about how embassy staff managed the relief operation and naval planes,
helicopters and relief deliveries assisted millions of victims in the Irrawaddy delta. Murphy
writes that embassy staff took over management of Yangon Airport and became air-traffic
controllers, managing flights that the incompetent junta could not.

By describing the airport takeover, Murphy finally describes clandestine operations and how US
democratic values were compromised, while the State Department cozied up to the generals to
build the huge US Embassy in 2007.

How was it that air-traffic controllers appeared from the massive embassy? Air-traffic
controllers are typically not found among embassy staff. The embassy is a US intelligence hub
with staff presumably focused on monitoring Chinese capabilities.

Needed to do this, it seems, are air-traffic controllers able to take over Yangon Airport at short
notice.

Democracy, human rights and US jets in Naypyitaw

Page 24 of 79



US visitors appeared more regularly following Myanmar’s 2010 general election. The release
from house arrest of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi encouraged visits from those who believed
Myanmar was on a path to democracy and human rights. Hillary Clinton and President Barack
Obama sought to deliver a new round of assistance for democracy, human rights and peace-
building.

As Murphy tells it, Clinton planned a personal visit to Myanmar. Her staff rolled out her Air
Force jet for the visit. But after some consternation, the air-traffic controllers at the embassy
apparently warned that Naypyitaw Airport was too small to handle her plane. They asked if it
could use the capital’s broad boulevards instead.

Murphy says the plane had five books for the visiting diplomats: David Steinberg’s
Burma/Myanmar: What Everyone Needs to Know; Thant Myint-U’s The River of Lost Footsteps;
Pascal Khoo Thwe’s From the Land of Green Ghosts, Emma Larkin’s No Bad News for the King
and George Orwell’s Burmese Days. It had movies, including “Beyond Rangoon” about a US
citizen who participated in the 1988 demonstrations. Somehow though they forgot 2008’s
Rambo IV about a renegade US soldier rescuing an American missionary family from the
military.

Strangely they forgot Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s Freedom from Fear. And then halfway across the
Pacific, they realized that both Clinton and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi were dog lovers. A hapless
foreign service officer was sent from the plane in Korea to find a dog toy for Clinton to give as a
gift.

Clinton’s brief time in Myanmar was full of pomp. Much television time was spent with Daw
Aung Suu Kyi, recognizing her Nobel Peace Prize. And of course, Myanmar was lectured publicly
about human rights, democratic elections, peace, health, and China. And then the money spigot
for supporting the police and armed forces in drug intervention programs was opened and the
capacity of the military enhanced.

Quieter lectures were likely delivered pointing out that aid to the military was contingent on
stopping Chinese dam construction at Myitsone, slowing China’s Belt and Road Initiative and
perhaps limiting Chinese investment in factories and retail. But unlike the surfeit of detail about
dog toys, such requests are left out of Burmese Haze.

How would a civilian government deal with the two faces of US policy?

If this regime eventually falls and a civilian government emerges, the US will return. The
problem is that despite the failure of US policies described in Burmese Haze, the approaches
are likely to be the same.

There will be an emphasis on democracy, capitalism and human rights, even while clandestine
cooperation for “security” supports the armed forces and police.
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This will be done in a quiet exchange for access to the huge US Embassy as Washington’s
geopolitical concerns about China will remain.

The clandestine arrangements funding policy on Myanmar are always secondary to concerns
about China. Issues regarding CIA activity, past and present, will remain off-the-table too,
dismissed as boring history speeches. Complaints about ongoing clandestine involvement will
be ignored and concerns about a US military presence in the region brushed aside.

But a civilian government should not brush aside the CIA’s involvement in the fight against
drugs and Chinese Communists, dating back to the Second World War.

A new government must insist that bilateral relations run two ways. They need to make clear
that the United States is deeply distrusted by generations who ask questions like, “What are
those naval ships offshore doing?”, “What about the threats of armed intervention during the
Rohingya crisis in 2017?”, “Why are so many visa applications rejected?” “What about that ‘war
on drugs’?” and “What about the past support for the military and police?”

And, “What about the construction and maintenance of the large ‘listening facility’ at the
embassy under the Than Shwe regime, despite sanctions, and US claims to be apostles of
democracy and human rights?”

Such questions should be addressed in a book about US relations with Myanmar between 2010
and 2021. Burmese Haze does not do this. | guess such a book awaits a future author, although
probably not one who is from the CIA.

Tony Waters is a guest professor at Leuphana University in Germany and was a professor of
sociology at Payap University in Chiang Mai, Thailand. He has been writing about Myanmar
since 2017.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/the-two-hands-of-washingtons-myanmar-
policy.html

Gold-rich area of northern Myanmar ‘like a desert’ as post-coup mining operations decimate
Uru River

Locals describe Homalin Township as ‘lawless and chaotic’ as an influx of unlicensed gold
miners bribe the military to access the area

Aung Naing | Published on Sep 28, 2022

Unrestricted mining along the Uru River in Myanmar’s north since last year’s coup has depleted
the area of gold and destroyed the landscape, locals and environmental advocates said.

Following the military’s ousting of the elected administration in February 2021, mining
companies have reportedly been bribing the Myanmar army to gain access to the waterway in
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Sagaing’s Homalin Township, as battles rage between the junta and resistance forces elsewhere
in the region.

The shift caused a massive influx of unauthorised extractive operations on the Uru, and is
indicative of a phenomenon occurring in gold-rich areas nationwide.

Moe Moe Tun, the executive director of Citizen Action for Transparency (CAfT), published a
recent report on the effects of illegal gold mining in the area. She visited Homalin Township in
January and April, and observed that most miners were operating without licences.

Mining operations along the Uru River seen in
Homalin Township in early 2022 (CAfT)

Photos from the CafT report showed the river
crowded with boats, and with large pipes and
pumps positioned on the banks of the river, whose
water had turned to the colour of clay.

“They treated the stream as if they were entitled

: - to it, like it was their inheritance,” she said. “They
were using elephants and jet ferrles They would try to mine in one spot for two or three days

and then would move to another spot if they couldn’t find any gold.”

Now experiencing diminishing returns on their operations, Moe Moe Tun said that many miners
are looking to exploit other gold-rich areas in the region, including the upper Chindwin River, to
which the Uru is a tributary.

Even if the miners move on, the destruction of the Uru, and contamination with compounds
used in gold mining such as cyanide and mercury, has left the area barren.

“It’s like a desert now, with no plants or trees to be found,” Moe Moe Tun explained.
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A satellite image of the Uru River in Homalin Township (Google Earth)

A local told Myanmar Now that this pollution of the Uru River started at least 20 years ago, due
to the effects of gold mining operations upstream in both Homalin and Hpakant, Kachin State,
but that it had escalated since the military’s seizure of power.

“We’ve always been trying to maintain order, but it went out of control when the military coup
happened. People are now allowed to mine gold recklessly in places where they weren’t
allowed to before,” he said, adding that operations had continued through the current rainy
season, when they previously would have paused for these months.

An officer in the anti-junta Homalin Township People’s Administration Team confirmed to
Myanmar Now that illegal gold mining on the Uru River had indeed been a problem prior to the
coup, but that it had dramatically worsened in the last 18 months.

“It breaks my heart to see our natural resources being destroyed like this,” he said. “Everything
is lawless and chaotic now so that the military authorities can benefit from the bribes.”

Boats travel along the Uru River between dry and
eroding banks (CAfT)

He described the deposed National League for
Democracy (NLD) government as having tried to
limit mining operations by annually taxing mining
companies at a rate of 14m kyat (more than
US$10,000 prior to the coup) for every four acres
for which they were granted access.

8 , = R = B R O o

However, environmental and civil society organisations were critical of the NLD’s lack of
regulation on the mining sector, with many groups calling for a moratorium on extractive
operations until Myanmar had undergone a federal political transition.

The Homalin People’s Administration officer alleged that miners in his township have also long
been expected to covertly pay a 16m kyat (more than $12,000 prior to the coup) fee to the
Shanni Nationalities Army (SNA) for permission to work in their territory.

He claimed that the armed group, like the military, was still collecting bribes at the time of
reporting from unlicensed miners and that its members had been known to beat and detain
those who failed to pay. The SNA has also been accused of fighting alongside the Myanmar
army against resistance forces.

“The military and the SNA have collaboratively allowed gold to be mined in the Chindwin River
and the Uru River,” the officer explained.
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Myanmar Now contacted SNA spokesperson Col Sai Aung Mein for comment on the allegations
that the SNA required payments from gold miners. He confirmed that paying “taxes” was a
precondition for operating in the area.

“It is true that they have to pay taxes as it’s our territory and we tax everyone who runs a
business in our territory,” he said.

The officer from Homalin’s People’s Administration Team said that locals had filed a complaint
with the SNA highlighting the environmental degradation caused by the mining, but no
response had been issued.

“Nobody dares to stop them,” he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/gold-rich-area-of-northern-myanmar-like-a-desert-

as-post-coup-mining-operations-decimate-uru
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