PEACE Info (September 26, 2022)

Depayin School Massacre a War Crime, Myanmar’s Parallel Govt Says
Civilian killed and burned during junta raid on Sagaing village
At least 5 injured by heavy artillery in Myanmar's Sagaing region
Child killed as military shells village during Ayeyarwady River crossing in Kachin State
Myanmar Junta Commander Detained Over Lost Weapons
Beyond the Headlines: Karen resistance alliance overruns Myanmar army base, urban
guerrilla forces strike Yangon junta targets
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Ethnic armed organizations arrive in NPT for peace talk
Myanmar Civil Society Is Right to Criticize the UN on Aid Distribution
UN: Urgent Action Needed to Restore Peace and Democracy in Myanmar
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Depayin School Massacre a War Crime, Myanmar’s Parallel Govt Says

By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 September 2022

The Ministry of Human Rights of Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government (NUG) said the
Depayin school massacre provided vivid evidence that the junta is openly and continuously
contravening international humanitarian law and committing war crimes.

At least 12 people including seven children have been confirmed killed and many others were
injured during the targeted attack on a school in Let Yet Kone Village in resistance stronghold
Sagaing Region’s Depayin Township, the ministry said in a statement issued on Sunday, in which

it released the identities of those killed.

Key Points

Perpetrator

KhaMava (368) light infantry battalion
under the command of 10™ Military Operation Command Headquarter

Damaged Public Properties

Houses, Possessions and livestocks in Let Yet Kone Village were set on fire and destroyed.

Confirmed Deaths

1. U Kyaw Htun (49)

2. MaYu (37)

3. Ko Aung Saw Htwe (34)
4. Ko Tin Soe Khaing (31)
5. Ko Aung Chit Moe (22)
6. Mg Aung Aung Oo (16)

7. Phoe Thar (aka) Zin Ko Oo (14)

8. Mg Saw Min Oo (aka) Mg Baw Gyi (13)
9. Ma Win Win Khaing (11)

10. Ma Zin Nwe Phyo (9)

11. Ma Thu Yati Hlaing (7)

12. Mg Phone Tayza (6)

Violence in Let Yet Kone Village, Tabayin Township, Sagaing Region

One of the dead has not yet been

identified because only body parts,
which were placed in rice sacks,
remained, the ministry said.

It said soldiers of the “terrorist”
Myanmar military’s Infantry
Battalion 368 under the No. 10
Inspection Headquarters were
among the perpetrators.

On Sept. 16, Mi-35 military
helicopters swooped down

and opened fire on the school,
where about 200 young students

were attending classes. Infantry troops then attacked on the ground.

The junta troops took away the

Key Points

Confirmed Detainees

1. U Yan Naing Win (42)

2. Ko Myo Wai (28) Total Deaths

3. Ko Myo Thiha (26) Male 8 A Female
4. Ko Nyein Chan Thu (22)
5. Ko Soe Min Oo (21) Under-18-years-olds 7 5 Over-18-years-old

6. Ko Min Khant Zaw (20)

7. Ma Yin Mar Htun (20)

8. Ma Wai Wai Khin (18)

9. Mg Aung Zin Phyo (15)

10. Mg Lwan Bo (14)

11. Mg Kyaw Myo Hein (14)

12. Ma Nan Ei Wai (12) (severe leg injury)

13. Ma Aye Thiri Htun (9)

14. Mg Soe Nyein (9)

15. Mg Phone Pyae Sone Kyaw (7) (eye injury)

Students 6 6 Local Civilians
—_— 124 —————

The uncounted individual was unidentified.

Total Injuries and Detainees

Male 11 A Female

Under-18-years-olds 8 AL | Over-18-years-old

Student:

Violence in Let Yet Kone Village, Tabayin Township, Sagaing Region

I

attack at Ye-U cemetery, about 11 km away.
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bodies of killed students in rice sacks
and detained 15 people including
seven children, five teachers and
three villagers as hostages. Among
the detainees were Mg Phone Pyae
Sone Kyaw, 7, who suffered injuries
to his eyes, and Ma Nan Ei Wai, 12,
whose legs were badly wounded.
The two were being held at Monywa
Military Hospital.

The bodies of those killed were
cremated the morning after the


https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/editorial/the-world-must-act-to-stop-more-myanmar-children-from-being-killed.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-school-massacre-the-lives-of-our-children-have-been-sacrificed.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/children-injured-in-school-attack-treated-in-hospital-myanmar-junta-officer.html

Captain Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar Air Force pilot who defected from the military soon after the
February 2021 coup, told The Irrawaddy that the helicopter pilots would have clearly seen the
children in the school compound.

Photo Footages

School supplies of children left in
the classroom

Violence in Let Yet Kone Village, Tabayin Township, Sagaing Region

“They [the pilots] dropped bombs despite seeing kids running on the ground,” he said.

While denouncing the attack as a war crime during his interview with The Irrawaddy, Zay Thu
Aung said that aside from the pilots, major responsibility for the carnage lay with the regional
commander who ordered the attack.

Reported by Ministry of Human Rights

Photo Footages

Violence in Let Yet Kone Village, Tabayin Township, Sagaing Region

“Air strikes on a school where young children are studying is an inhumane and most cruel act,”
NUG Prime Minister Mahn Winn Khaing Than said last week, while calling on the international
community to stop turning a blind eye to the severe human rights violations and war crimes
committed against children and other civilians in Myanmar by the junta.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-military-defector-reveals-how-junta-killed-sagaing-school-kids.html

Below is the information published by the NUG’s Human Rights Ministry.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/depayin-school-massacre-a-war-crime-myanmars-
parallel-govt-says.html

Civilian killed and burned during junta raid on Sagaing village

A PDF fighter was also found dead following the attack on the Myaung Township village of Na
Bet late last week

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Sep 26, 2022

Myaung locals prepare to flee ahead of the
arrival of regime forces (Supplied)

Regime forces killed a civilian and a member of
a local People’s Defence Force (PDF) during a
raid on a village in Sagaing Region’s Myaung

_ Township late last week, according to resistance
sources.

The raid, carried out by a military column of
around 100 troops, began early Thursday
morning, when Na Bet, a village located about 10km southwest of the town of Myaung, came

under heavy artillery fire.

The bodies of the two victims were discovered the next day, said Nway Oo, the spokesperson
for the Civil Defence and Security Organisation of Myaung (CDSOM), a coalition of local
resistance groups.

“We managed to get the body of the PDF member back, but we couldn’t retrieve the body of
the civilian as it was in the middle of the village. The soldiers burned it as they left,” he said.

The junta column in question was said to be stationed in neighbouring Myinmu Township. It
began its attacks in Myaung Township on Wednesday, forcing residents of the area to flee, local
sources reported.

According to Nway Oo, the PDF member was scouting the area when he was captured after
being spotted by the soldiers.

“He tried to flee by crossing the river, but the soldiers chased him in a boat. He was shot once
in the head,” said the CDSOM spokesperson.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/depayin-school-massacre-a-war-crime-myanmars-parallel-govt-says.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/depayin-school-massacre-a-war-crime-myanmars-parallel-govt-says.html
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilian-killed-and-burned-during-junta-raid-on-sagaing-village
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/author/9068
https://www.myanmar-now.org/sites/myanmar-now.org/files/news-images/myaung_idp_1.jpeg

The dead PDF member was identified as 25-year-old Htet Wai Aung. The identity of the other
victim could not be confirmed because he had been burned beyond recognition, according to
Nway Oo.

On Friday, after leaving Na Bet, the junta column divided into two groups—one heading south
towards the Kyauk Yit police station and the other north towards the village of Let Yet Ma,
according to local sources.

The CDSOM urged civilians in southern Myaung Township to leave the area amid rumours that
the military is going to carry out clearance operations there.

The group said that a total of seven people have been killed in the township since the beginning
of the month, including three who died after a camp for displaced civilians in the village of Zee
Kyun came under heavy artillery fire on September 1.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilian-killed-and-burned-during-junta-raid-on-
sagaing-village

At least 5 injured by heavy artillery in Myanmar's Sagaing region

Around 100 villagers, unable to escape, are being interrogated by junta forces.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.26

Yae Lel Maw village in Wetlet township, Sagaing region
was set on fire by junta troops on Aug. 25, 2022. Wetlet-
PDF

A morning raid with heavy artillery shelling by the

Myanmar junta military injured five people in a village
= in the war-torn central region of Sagaing, villagers said

Monday.

Residents said two houses burned down after being struck by shells Sunday morning in

Sagaing region's Wetlet township. A local resident, who did not want to be named for safety

reasons, told RFA that about 40 fully armed junta soldiers arrived at the village early on
Sunday morning and shelled Ywar Thar Gyi village.

“The village is next to the road, so there are no significant defense forces and only passers-
by," the local said. "They came yesterday in two columns and opened fire. People got hit
because [the shelling] erupted during market time. Everyone ran away to avoid the
unexploded shells scattered along the way. The injured people are having medical treatment
and there were no deaths,” the resident told RFA.
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https://myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-fires-artillery-at-displaced-persons-camp-in-sagaing
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilian-killed-and-burned-during-junta-raid-on-sagaing-village
https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/civilian-killed-and-burned-during-junta-raid-on-sagaing-village

He added that more than 4,000 residents of Ywar Thar Gyi village, which has nearly 1,000
houses, fled to nearby villages.

RFA called a junta council spokesman for Sagaing region on Monday to ask about the attack
but calls went unanswered on Monday.

Local residents also said that around 100 villagers who were unable to escape and
remained in the village were being questioned by junta troops.

Wetlet township has strongly resisted the military council forces in the near 20 months since
the military coup. The junta troops have raided Ywar Thar Gyi village four times including
this attack, according to locals.

Data for Myanmar reported on August 27, that 20,153 houses in Sagaing were destroyed due
to arson attacks junta troops and their affiliates from February 1, 2021 to Sunday.

UPDATED to add missing language in the beginning of the story.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/five-people-injured-09262022053656.html

Child killed as military shells village during Ayeyarwady River crossing in Kachin State

A junta column fires artillery into a village in the attempted advance, but loses more than 20
soldiers to an ambush on its boats, a resistance spokesperson says

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 26, 2022
\\ Zwe Naing Moe, killed by the junta’s artillery fire on
¥ September 22 (Myohla KPDF)

A nine-year-old boy was killed when the Myanmar army
fired heavy artillery into a village along the Ayeyarwady
River last week in Kachin State’s Shwegu Township,
according to a member of the resistance.

On September 22, a unit of some 100 soldiers from the
junta’s Infantry Battalion (IB) 78 —under the supervision of Light Infantry Division 88—
attempted to cross the river in boats from the village of Kyun Taw to Moe Sit, on the opposite
bank, when they came under attack.

The Kachin People’s Defence Force (KPDF) chapter from the town of Myohla, more than 20
miles northwest of Moe Sit, ambushed the column from their position in the village at around
2pm. The military forces still in Kyun Taw responded by firing artillery in the direction of the
resistance.
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Several of the junta’s shells hit the village of Moe Sit, killing nine-year-old Zwe Naing Moe. A
Myohla KPDF spokesperson told Myanmar Now that the boy was hiding when he was hit by one
of the blasts.

Four other civilians were reportedly injured in the attack, including a local teacher who lost his
leg. Further information about the villagers who were wounded was not available at the time of
reporting, as most of Moe Sit’s residents had fled. At least one home was also burned down.

During the one-hour battle, the resistance forces destroyed multiple boats and killed an
estimated 27 soldiers, according to the Myohla KPDF spokesperson.

“[The military] fired both automatic weapons and heavy weapons as soon as they started
crossing the river and we managed to sink three of their ferries. So many of them died although
some jumped into the water, swam away and escaped,” he said.

— Map of Shwegu Township showing the locations of Myohla

P :
i \\‘\ 4 town and the villages of Kyauk Ta Lone, Kyun Taw and Moe
KACHIN STATE &

\:; - . Sit along the Ayeyarwady River

Myo

The IB 78 column had left the village of Kyauk Ta Lone in
5 western Shwegu days earlier and had since been occupying
Kyun Taw.

L Starting on the morning of September 23, the remaining 80
//5 junta troops based in Kyun Taw began searching homes in the

SAGAING REGION village, causing more locals in the area to flee.

v The Myohla KPDF withdrew from Moe Sit due to the
proximity of the Myanmar army soldiers.

“The junta force is still inside the village [of Kyun Taw]. We decided to withdraw so that more
villagers would not be harmed,” the resistance force’s spokesperson said.

Local anti-junta defence forces have repeatedly attacked military vessels travelling along the
Ayeyarwady River sending reinforcement troops into Kachin State.

Serious battles have also been taking place in Katha Township, located across the Sagaing
Region border with Shwegu Township in Kachin State.

A resistance alliance led by the All Burma Students’ Democratic Front clashed with a junta unit
from Light Infantry Battalion 309 near the township’s administrative centre on the same day as
the heavy fighting along the Ayeyarwady River in Shwegu.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/child-killed-as-military-shells-village-during-
ayevarwady-river-crossing-in-kachin-state
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Myanmar Junta Commander Detained Over Lost Weapons
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta has detained a Division 44 commander overseeing operations in Myawaddy
and Kawkareik townships in Karen State for questioning following the Karen National Union’s
(KNU) seizure of regime weapons.

Colonel Tin Moe Naing of the division was summoned to Naypyitaw and is being held for
interrogation after he reportedly ordered weapons and ammunition to be sent to territory held
by the KNU.

The KNU captured a captain and five other junta soldiers from Light Infantry Battalion 102,
which is controlled by Division 44, with a vehicle loaded with a weapons and ammunition
heading to a junta checkpoint in Thae Phyu Chaung village on the Myawaddy-Waw Lay road in
southern Myawaddy on September 9.

“He ordered weapons and food to be sent to the Thae Phyu Chaung checkpoint, for which he
was summoned to Naypyitaw. It is unclear why he sent so many weapons into KNU territory,”
said a source.

Analysts said he might be questioned over heavy casualties and desertions in Myawaddy, which
has seen months of intense fighting.

The deputy commander of the Southeastern Command is overseeing operations in Myawaddy
and Kawkareik but he is due to leave soon for training and the Division 44 second in command
is due to take over.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-commander-detained-over-lost-
weapons.html

Beyond the Headlines: Karen resistance alliance overruns Myanmar army base, urban
guerrilla forces strike Yangon junta targets

Myanmar Now provides an overview of underreported developments in the country from the
past week, September 19 - 26

Myanmar Now | Published on Sep 26, 2022

Armed resistance

Allied armed forces under the command of the Karen National Union (KNU) and the National
Unity Government (NUG) seized control of a Myanmar military base in the village of Kyeik in
Karen State’s Kawkareik Township on September 20.
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Some seven junta soldiers were killed and two injured and captured in the attack, the ethnic
armed organisation said in a statement the following day. They also reportedly seized multiple
weapons, including rocket launchers, a long-range mortar, a machine gun, and several types of
ammunition.

The troops occupying the base were from Light Infantry Battalion 557, and had reportedly been
surrounded by resistance forces since August.

The assault on the site lasted just 30 minutes, according to KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw
Nee, who said the operation began at 2:02pm and was completed by 2:19.

“We sniped them one after the other, so they couldn’t fight back very well,” he explained.

The attack was launched collaboratively by the Karen National Liberation Army’s Battalion 18
and the Daw Na Column under the NUG.

Caption: An allied force belonging to the KNLA and the
Daw Na Column pose for a photo after overrunning the
military base in Kyeik in Kawkareik Township, Karen
State (KNU)

Urban violence

The junta-appointed administrator for Northern Ward 4
in Yangon’s Thaketa Township was shot dead on the
evening of September 20 in a tea shop, according to the urban guerrilla force that claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Identification cards seized from Win Bo

SOUL TAKERS

An officer from the Soul Takers-Yangon Underground
Force described the 56-year-old local official, Win Bo, as
a “trusted asset” of the junta and the second squadron
commander of a reserve force of firefighters in Thaketa.
He had been appointed to his position as ward
administrator in the aftermath of the February 2021
coup.

“He was involved in so many of the military’s actions
against the revolution... including arrests and other forms of repression,” the resistance officer
told Myanmar Now. “He was always carrying batons, a military-issued communication device
and documents in his bag.”

%k %k %k
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Members of Yangon’s Kayan Township People’s Defence Force (PDF) fired a 40mm rocket-
propelled grenade at the township’s administration office on the afternoon of September 20.
Mee Pwar, the group’s spokesperson, said that the 1:40pm attack was carried out to avenge
the death of two of its members at the hands of the junta’s forces.

“The missile hit the office directly,” the spokesperson told Myanmar Now.

At the time of reporting, it was not known if there were any casualties. The Kayan PDF also
attacked the same office on March 13.

%k %k %k

A 100 household head from Bayinnaung Ward 3 in Yangon’s Mayangone Township was shot
and killed at noon on September 22.

Zwe Thu Aung, 22, was shot in the back of the head on a street corner in the township and died
at the scene. Another man, Hla Myint, also 22, was shot in the thigh and survived.

Three urban guerrilla groups claimed responsibility for the attack: the Myanmar Independence
Unit, Marauder Front Five, and Black Shadow Squad.

The groups released a statement saying that Zwe Thu Aung was appointed to his role in the
junta’s administration after the coup and alleged that he had also served as a military informant
and drug dealer.

* %k %k

Retired Myanmar army brigadier general and ambassador Ohn Thwin and his son-in-law were
shot dead in Yangon on September 24 by gunmen who came by car to their residence in Hlaing
Township’s Ward 12.

The men were killed while trying to open the door to the house, a local man said.
Ohn Thwin (first from left) is seen at a military ceremony

The Inya Urban Force claimed responsibility for the attack on
the 72-year-old, who had also headed Myanmar’s diplomatic
missions to Bangladesh, Maldives, South Africa and Sri Lanka.

The guerrilla group accused him of cheerleading the junta and
endorsing the murder of anti-coup protesters.

B Military council spokesperson Zaw Min Tun confirmed Ohn
§ Thwin’s death to the BBC the day after his murder.

He is the highest ranking current or retired military officer to be
targeted in an assassination by anti-junta guerrilla forces since
the coup.
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%k %k %k

A ward administration office in Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township in Yangon was bombed on the
evening of September 25 and two men accused of being military informants were shot in Dala
Township that same day.

The bomb attack in southern Kan Taw Lay Ward was carried out using a remote-controlled
explosive device, with the Union of Myanmar Civil Defence, the Burma Royal Guerrilla Force
and the Marauder Front Five claiming responsibility for the incident.

At the time of reporting it was not known if there were any casualties in the blast, although an
ambulance, and three military and police vehicles arrived at the scene shortly after and began
searching the surrounding neighbourhood.

No organisation claimed responsibility for the shooting of two men in public in Dala Township’s
Kyansittha Road at around 6pm, identified as Wunna Tun—who died at the scene—and Aung
Aung, who was in critical condition at the time of reporting.

A local woman in Dala claimed that the men had known ties to the police.
Junta affairs

Personnel from three ethnic armed organisations arrived in Naypyitaw on September 25 to
attend “peace talks” at the invitation of junta chief Min Aung Hlaing.

The representatives were from the Mongla-based National Democratic Alliance Army (NDAA),
the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP), and the United Wa State Army (UWSA).

On September 16, the UWSA had met with members of the Federal Political Negotiation and

Consultative Committee, which, in addition to the NDAA and SSPP, includes the Arakan Army,
the Kachin Independence Army, and the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, the latter of which

was reportedly not in attendance.

The Karen Peace Support Network shared a statement on behalf of more than 560 civil society
organisations on September 26 calling on ethnic armed organisations not to engage in a “sham”
dialogue with the military council, which it referred to as a terrorist organisation.

* %k %k

The junta’s Union Election Commission (UEC) is preparing to issue a new law concerning the
registration of political parties, according to a Naypyitaw meeting on September 23. The
military-controlled body claimed to be rewriting the law based on data collected through
investigations of past elections. The junta, which ousted the elected National League for
Democracy government in last year’s coup, is claiming it will hold its own election in August
2023.

* %k %k
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The junta appointed a former minister under a previous military-backed administration as the
deputy governor of its Central Bank on September 22. Dr Lin Aung, who was once the deputy
minister of finance under ex-general Thein Sein’s government, was previously a member of the
Central Bank’s board of directors.

Central Bank chair Than Nyein and vice chair Win Thaw were also removed from their roles on
August 19, with another vice chair, Than Than Swe, replacing Than Nyein.

The junta invoked Section 419 of its military-drafted 2008 Constitution in order to make the
shift. The statute grants the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Min Aung Hlaing,
legislative, executive and judicial powers.

Humanitarian issues

Myanmar beauty queen Han Lay, who used her platform at an international pageant to speak
out against the military coup last year, has been stranded in Bangkok, Thailand’s Suvarnabhumi
Airport since last week.

The 23-year-old, whose real name is Thaw Nandar Aung, was returning to Thailand from
Vietnam when she was stopped by immigration officials when she attempted to enter the
country on September 21.

Immigration officers told the media that she had invalid travel documents and denied her
entry.

(Thaw Nandar Aung / Facebook)

The Bangkok Post reported on September 23 that Han Lay had
been living in Thailand on a tourist visa while she waited for an
asylum claim in Canada to be processed. At the time of reporting,
she remained in airport accommodation and the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees was involved in her case to prevent her
deportation to Myanmar, where she faces criminal charges for
incitement.

Thai foreign ministry spokesperson Tanee Sangrat told Reuters on
September 23 that the authorities “did not make an arrest and
have no plans to send her anywhere at this stage.”

SN :
“Now | can’t get into Thailand and | can’t go out of Thailand. My situation is quite an
emergency,” she told the Bangkok Post.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/beyond-the-headlines-karen-resistance-alliance-
overruns-myanmar-army-base-urban-guerrilla
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Myanmar Junta Shelling Kills Two Children in Northern Rakhine
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 September 2022

Two seven-year-olds were killed by Myanmar junta shelling in Rakhine State where fighting
continues between the Arakan Army (AA) and the regime.

On Sunday night, mortar shells were fired from the army headquarters in Kyauktaw on civilian
targets without any apparent reason.

Mg Ko Naing was killed in Na Ga Yar village beside the Kaladan River, Rakhine media outlet
Narinjara reported.

His house, in which other residents were sheltering, was directly hit by a junta shell.
The boy died three hours later with a back wound, Western News reported quoting a resident.
A male villager, U Kyaw Tun Sein, was injured by the shelling.

A seven-year-old Muslim boy was killed and two of his neighbors wounded when regime forces
on the Bangladesh border shelled homes in Buthidaung Township on Friday.

The boy was wounded in his thigh and died a few days later in the township’s hospital,
according to Western News.

Around 300 Muslim villagers sought shelter in other villages and Buthidaung town.
In April the regime started the growing administrative dominance of the AA.

Since an informal ceasefire ahead of the November 2020 general election, the United League of
Arakan, the AA’s political wing, has expanded its parallel administration in the state, including a
judiciary, revenue department and public security offices.

Renewed clashes started in November 2021. Heavy clashes have erupted in the last month in
the north of the state in Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung and Mrauk-U townships and
neighboring Paletwa Township in Chin State.

The junta has reportedly lost more than 36 bases and outposts and suffered numerous deaths.

Last Tuesday, a family of four was wounded when the Kyauktaw command base shelled Na Ga
Yar village.

Many villagers have been displaced.

In September, nearly 20 child death caused by regime forces have been reported in Kachin,
Shan and Rakhine states and Sagaing Region.
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Since the 2021 coup, at least 382 children had been killed or injured and more than 1,400
detained and an estimated 142 tortured, according to a June report by Thomas Andrews, the
United Nations special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar.

On Sunday morning, houses and other buildings were damaged when regime forces shelled the
towns of Kyauktaw and Minbya in the state, although no clashes with the AA were reported.

On Sunday morning Battalions 379, 380 and 541 attacked civilian targets in the town and a
house and shop were reportedly destroyed.

The town is under a nighttime curfew.
The junta has tightened security in the state and has been detaining Rakhine civilians.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-shelling-kills-two-children-in-
northern-rakhine.html

Junta shelling kills two children, injures several in Myanmar’s Rakhine state

Fighting between the military and the ethnic Arakan Army is intensifying in the region.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.26

Myanmar junta forces firing artillery damaged the roof
of this house in Na Ga Yar village, Kyauktaw township,
where at least one child was killed and several villagers
injured in recent days. Ann Thar Gyi

Military shelling in Myanmar’s Rakhine state over the
past four days has claimed the lives of at least two
children and injured several others, residents said
Monday, as clashes ramp up between junta troops and ethnic insurgents following a two-
year lull.

Late on Sunday evening, junta troops from the 9th Military Operations Command (MOC-9) in
Kyauktaw township fired shells into Na Ga Yar village, killing 7-year-old Maung Gyi and
injuring a man named Kyaw Sein, a resident told RFA Burmese on condition of anonymity.

“A shell fired by the military fell right on the house at about 11 p.m. and went through the
roof,” the resident said. “That was the only one that fell on our village, but around 30 shells
fell along the banks of the [nearby] Kyauktaw river.”

The boy, who is also known as Moung Ko Naing, was buried on Monday and Kyaw Sein is
currently receiving medical treatment, the resident said. Some inhabitants of Na Ga Yar have
fled to nearby villages, he added.
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Separately, residents told RFA that a seven-year-old from Buthidaung township’s Ah Twin
Hnget Thay village was killed and two residents of North Tha Bauk Chaung village were
wounded on Sept. 23 when the 8th regiment of the junta’s Buthidaung Township Border
Guard Force fired shells toward Tha Bauk Chaung village. Additional details of the incident
were not immediately available.

The incident in Na Ga Yar came just four days after a shell fired by MOC-9 injured four
members of a family in the same village, sources said.

Residents reported additional civilian casualties resulting from junta attacks since the
weekend.

A man staying at the Thein San Guest House in Kyauktaw’s Ywama ward was injured by a
stray bullet on Saturday, while a 21-year-old woman and her two children were injured on
Monday when a shell fired by a junta naval boat exploded in Minbya township’s Khaung
Laung village, sources said.

Of the shelling on Monday, residents said that the clash erupted after members of the ethnic
Arakan Army (AA) intercepted two naval vessels traveling upriver from the capital Sittwe to
Minbya between Khaung Laung and Laung Shay villages.

“Two Z-craft [boats] came up from Sittwe at about 9 a.m. When they approached our village,
[a helicopter] arrived, hovering above. Soon afterwards, we heard the sound of fighting as
the vessels approached Khaung Laung village,” said a resident of nearby Thut Pon Chaung
village.

“I think the AA fired at the navy. Both vessels were hit. We heard the gunfire. The aircraft
also returned fire.”

The Thut Pon Chaung resident said junta troops were firing from the river between Khaung
Laung village to Minbya, and a military unit stationed at Kyein Taung Pagoda in Minbya also
fired shells into the area.

Pe Than, a former lawmaker and veteran politician in Rakhine state, condemned junta troops
for attacking civilians.

"What we have seen is that as the fighting throughout Rakhine state has intensified, the
junta is targeting residents, regardless of whether there are any clashes nearby,” he said.

“The military is doing whatever it wants in the villages. More people are becoming displaced
by fighting. It’s like the Myanmar proverb ‘burning down the barn because the mouse cannot
be found.””

He urged residents of the state to “keep their eyes and ears open at all times” as the fighting
between the two sides is “likely to become even more severe.”
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A Myanmar military helicopter flies over Minbya, Sept. 25,
2022. Credit: Hantar

Growing conflict

Fighting between Myanmar’s military and the AA, which
resumed in July after a two-year lull, has intensified and is
spreading southward through Rakhine state, sources in
the region told RFA last week.

What began as intermittent clashes two months ago in northern Rakhine’s Maungdaw
township and across the border to the northeast in neighboring Chin state’s Paletwa
township has since spread to the central Rakhine townships of Buthidaung, Mrauk-U and
Kyauktaw, and is now expanding to Toungup township in the state’s south-central region,
according to residents.

More than 10,000 residents have fled their homes in townships including Maungdaw,
Rathedaung and Mrauk-U in the more than two months since the resumption of fighting.

Neither the AA nor the junta has released any news regarding the situation in Rakhine.
Attempts by RFA to reach the junta’s spokesman in the state went unanswered on Monday.

The AA recently announced that it had captured the junta’s 352 Light Infantry Battalion
camp on Sept. 10 and its Border Guard Station near milepost No. 40 along Myanmar’s border
with Bangladesh on Aug. 31. The AA claimed that “many junta soldiers were killed” and
many others were captured, along with weapons and ammunition.

On Sept. 20, Junta Deputy Information Minister Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun told a press
conference in the capital Naypyidaw that the military is trying to recapture the two
locations.

Junta shelling has killed three children and three adults and wounded 18 people since
fighting resumed in Buthidaung, Mrauk-U, Kyauktaw and Minbya townships.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Joshua Lipes.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/shelling-09262022170911.html|

Rival Shan Armed Groups Clash in Eastern Myanmar
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 September 2022

Rival ethnic Shan armed groups the Shan State Army-North (SSA-N) and Shan State Army-South
(SSA-S) clashed recently in Kyethi Township in central Shan State, as long-running territorial
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disputes continue to cause military tensions between the two groups, according to the Shan
State Progress Party (SSPP), the SSA-N’s political wing.

The SSA-N is also fighting the Myanmar military in Momeik Township in northern Shan State.
Fighting broke out on September 17 when around 80 junta troops advanced to Mt. Hui Kham in
the east of Momeik. Seven junta soldiers were killed and at least five others were injured in two
days of fighting, according to the SSPP.

The clashes came after the SSPP refused a junta order to withdraw its fighters from Momeik,
said the SSPP.

Junta forces and SSA-N fighters are still deployed in the township and tensions remain high,
added the SSPP in a statement. The Irrawaddy was unable to contact an SSPP spokesperson for
a comment.

On September 21, SSA-N troops clashed with the SSA-S, the armed wing of the Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS), near a village in the south of Kyethi Township. There were no
casualties in the fighting, said the SSPP, whose headquarters are located at Wan Hai in Kyethi
Township.

Shan State Army-North women fighters during a drill.
SSA-N

RCSS Secretary-2 Major Kham San denied that the SSA-S
had fought with SSA-N fighters, saying it was just an
excuse for the SSA-N to invade RCSS territory.

“They [SSA-N] have entered our territory. They faked a
clash as an excuse to move their troops into our areas. They have now entered Lai-Hka [in
southern Shan State],” he said.

In February 2022, the SSA-N drove SSA-S fighters out of northern Shan State, with the
assistance of the United Wa State Army (UWSA), Myanmar’s most powerful ethnic armed
organization.

Since then, the RCSS has dispatched small groups of fighters to re-enter northern Shan State,
resulting in the clash in Kyethi, said one ethnic affairs analyst.

A political observer who wished to remain anonymous said that the RCSS is attempting to
retake its bases in northern Shan State.

“I think the RCSS has made this move after reaching an understanding with the military regime.
The RCSS chairman Yawd Serk met coup leader Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and they
reportedly discussed military issues. We don’t know exactly what the RCSS chairman demanded
during the meeting,” said the observer.
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He added: “But the regime might be happy to see armed conflict between the SSPP and the
RCSS. The regime might support the RCSS’s attempts to move back there [northern Shan State]
instead of taking matters into its own hands. The SSPP is backed by the UWSA, and if the RCSS
goes too far the UWSA will not just stand by and do nothing.”

Shan State Army-North women fighters during a drill.
SSA-N

Based in Loi Tai Leng on the Myanmar-Thailand border
in southern Shan State, the RCSS is a signatory to the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), which the
SSPP opted out of signing.

While the RCSS is a member of the Peace Process Steering Committee, a body formed by NCA
signatories to conduct talks with the government, the SSPP is one of the seven members of the
Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee based in north and northeast
Myanmar.

Both SSPP and RCSS leaders joined the recent peace talks at the invitation of junta chief Min
Aung Hlaing.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/rival-shan-armed-groups-clash-in-eastern-
myanmar.html

Recruitment Crisis Bites as Myanmar Junta Scrambles to Fill Gaps in Ranks
By THE IRRAWADDY | 26 September 2022

“The Tatmadaw wants you,” used to be a familiar slogan on recruitment posters across
Myanmar.

Propaganda songs, like one which began: “Support the great Tatmadaw in every way to help it
gain strength, never should we forget comrades who are our kin,” were played on the television
and radio.

But recruitment has broken down, forcing the regime to buy recruits since before the 2021
coup. Officers are being offered promotions and other incentives to find recruits, according to
analysts.

Battalions were reportedly offering 500,000 kyats to recruits in January and they increased the
payment if they could not find the required numbers. By April they were offering 1.5 million
kyats, according to defectors.
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Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing at a graduation
dinner at the Defense Services Academy

“The price has doubled. | heard they are
paying 2 to 3 million kyats but there are few
applicants and battalions compete for
recruits,” said former captain Lin Htet Aung.

Y 4

The ethnically Bamar areas and Rakhine State used to be the main source of recruits as jobs
were often scarce but those areas are now resistance strongholds.

Troops torch numerous villages which used to provide recruits and the junta’s Defense Services
Academy is struggling to find potential young officers, while resistance numbers swell.

In Rakhine State the Arakan Army rose to prominence in 2016 and the armed group is
increasingly establishing a parallel administration in the state.

Arakan Army chief Major General Tun Myat
Naing and his troops

Traditionally recruits must be citizens of
Myanmar aged between 18 and 25 and

educated to at least sixth grade with no
’ criminal record. Graduates can apply for
officer training until they turn 30.

But the net has widened to include criminals, those with heavy debts and drug addicts,
according to former personnel.

“Battalion commanders have to find one recruit per month when they are at the rear,” said U
Lin Htet Aung. “They search for indebted people and settle their debts in exchange for them
signing up.”

The eligibility criteria has also reportedly been relaxed.

“There are 13 visible signs in the eligibility criteria, including not being bowlegged. Previously
they carefully examined eyesight, stamina and recruits’ bodies, but not now. They will recruit
anyone, regardless of their condition,” said Lin Htet Aung.

Falling interest has prompted the regime to extend deadlines for applications to academies.

A resistance fighter from Khin-U Township in Sagaing Region said: “Only the extremists
indoctrinated either racially or religiously will join. Normal people won’t join.”

The Global Firepower website estimated before the coup that Myanmar’s military had 515,000
personnel.
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Other observers estimated the numbers at between 300,000 to 350,000 in early 2021, which
has now fallen to around 200,000 with an improbably high proportion of 100,000 engaged in
combat.

Casualties and desertions have been heavy since the coup.

Approximately 20,150 soldiers were estimated to have been killed and more than 7,000 were
reportedly injured in the year after the civilian National Unity Government declared war on
September 7 last year.

The information officer for the Cobra Column, which is engaged in fierce fighting with the junta
in Karen State, said: “Some soldiers have defected not because they want to fight the
dictatorship but because they don’t like their commanders or they are exhausted. They have
defected not because they support the revolution. There is growing disunity. They are tired and
morale has plummeted.”

Resistance fighters in central Myanmar

Soldiers” wives and relatives have undergone basic
training and they perform guard duty at camps and are
reportedly forced to serve on the frontlines. And food is
often scarce.

Former private Hein Soe, who has defected, said: “l was
disappointed after | could barely see my family for three
years. We weren’t getting food for long periods so | left.”

The regime has invited unmarried women aged 18 to 25 to join as privates. Adverts have
repeatedly appeared on the junta-controlled media this year claiming female recruits will be
given four months of training and assigned to combat-support roles in either the army, navy or
air force.

The junta looks to recruit the children of personnel but officers traditionally send their offspring
to study abroad or into business.

Junta soldiers train Pyu Saw Htee militias

Recruiters have targeted the children of other ranks and
members of pro-junta Pyu Saw Htee groups.

The heavy casualty numbers are creating gaps the
recruiters cannot fill as troops flee to avoid combat.

After the coup protesters shouted, “The military is
breaking” and analysts say that is increasingly coming true.
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Ethnic armed organizations arrive in NPT for peace talk
PUBLISHED 26 SEPTEMBER 2022

NAYPYITAW-----At the invitation by Chairman of the State
.= Administration Council (SAC), Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing for
peace talks, the delegations led by Vice-Chairman San
Pae of National Democratic Alliance Army(NDAA), Vice-
Chairman-2 Sao Khun Sai of Shan State Progressive Party
(SSPP) and Vice-Chairman of United Wa State Party
(UWSP) Lau Yaku arrived in Nay Pyi Taw on September

25th.

The delegations were welcomed by a member of the National Unity and Peace Coordinating
Committee and other responsible personnel, and members of the national races from the
Department of Culture holding signboards stating "It is the genuine wish of the entire people to
get long-lasting peace, it is the wish of the people to achieve peace, let us negotiate for peace
in the nation", and waving miniature national flags.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/ethnic-armed-organizations-arrive-in-npt-for-peace-talk

Myanmar Civil Society Is Right to Criticize the UN on Aid Distribution
By IGOR BLAZEVIC | 26 September 2022

DW Asia editor Rodion Ebbighausen has written an opinion piece in which he argues that
“Myanmar activists are attacking the wrong target”. “Activists and civil society groups in
Myanmar are increasingly attacking humanitarian aid organizations, especially the United
Nations, online. They are the wrong target,” says Ebbighausen in the DW article.

Let me quickly comment on why Ebbighausen’s defense of the UN agencies is wrong and why
the UN agencies are coming under deserved public scrutiny and criticism.

What Ebbighausen is overlooking is that no UN agencies have signed memorandums of
understanding (MoUs) with the legitimate National Unity Government (NUG), which does not
intentionally and systematically kill the civilian population and uproot them from the land.
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However, all relevant UN agencies (OCHA, UNICEF, ICRC, FAO and IOM) have simultaneously
signed MoUs with the illegitimate power-usurper, which is intentionally and systematically
executing cleansing operations and terror over the civilian population.

They have signed MoUs with a force that is waging a war, not against guerrillas, but against the
civilian population. They have signed an “understanding” with the same force and the same
people who are actually creating a humanitarian emergency and using brutal violence to expel
the population from the land.

In addition, the military junta—after 19 months in which the people have mounted a heroic
self-defense operation—currently controls only about half of the country’s territory. There is a
long history of the junta using a “Four Cuts” policy, which means cutting the civilian population
off from food, supplies, medicines, fuel and anything else in order to blackmail the insurgency
into conceding defeat through the heavy price imposed on the civilian population. The military
did that for decades and is doing it now.

So once the UN agencies sign an MoU with the junta, they agree that they will not deliver aid to
half of the territory where the situation is the most dramatic and urgency is the greatest. If at
the same time there is not a single UN agency that has signed an agreement with the NUG and
Ethnic Revolutionary Organizations (EROs) about delivering much-needed aid to non-junta
controlled territory as well, then what we have is UN agencies assisting the brutal
counterinsurgency operations of the junta.

This is a problem and this is a big problem, and that is why the UN agencies are coming under
deserved public scrutiny and criticism.

Cheap, pathetic arguments about “a starving child receiving food does not starve to death”
should not hide this ugly reality. There is a systematic, murderous and brutal counterinsurgency
operation going on in the rural areas of the country. This is being done by the military junta.
This must be stopped. This is a humanitarian imperative.

If that is too much for the UN to do, then at least the UN agencies must be on both sides of the
conflict lines, and not only on the side of the aggressor.

Activists and civil society groups, as well as the people of Myanmar, are rightly outraged
because the UN agencies have signed an understanding with the junta and have not made any
agreement that aid will also be delivered to the NUG- and ERO-liberated territories.

Myanmar society has enough determination and strength to defend itself from the attempted
military power grab. Myanmar society and its own civil society also have enough determination
and capacity to keep under scrutiny what the UN agencies are doing—and what they are not
doing.

The UN has a long history of failures in Myanmar. The 2019 Rosenthal Report analyzed and
highlighted “systemic and structural failures” of the UN agencies during the Rohingya genocide
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in 2017. The same military under the same command structure that committed the crime of
genocide in 2017 in Rakhine State is now applying the same cleansing operations in other parts
of Myanmar. The UN agencies have obviously not learned anything from their own previous
failures. The people of Myanmar have learned. They have learned enough to know that they
have only one way to gain security, peace, development, rights and freedom, and that is by
liberating themselves from predatory and repressive military rule.

They have also learned enough about the humanitarian neocolonialism of the UN agencies.
That is why the UN agencies will get pushback from Myanmar society whenever they start to do
harm. The UN agencies have started walking down the very slippery road of doing more harm
than benefit.

Myanmar civil society is ringing alarm bells. The UN agencies would do well to hear those alarm
bells, and not to make themselves blind and deaf, hiding behind an argument that it is fulfilling
a “humanitarian commitment that can alleviate the suffering of the people”.

In places like Myanmar, where the junta (and only the junta) has weaponized humanitarian aid,
it is not enough to say that one is “alleviating the suffering of the people”. One must be more
precise and say where the aid is going and where the aid is not going, and why. It also matters a
lot when the aid is delivered and when it is not delivered, and why. It also matters through
whom the aid comes and through whom it does not come.

At this moment UN agencies have committed themselves to deliver aid where the junta wants
them to send it, to deliver it when the junta allows them to send it, and to do it through
structures that are affiliated with the junta—the same junta that is the sole and only source of
all suffering and of the humanitarian emergency.

This is rightly criticized.

Igor Blazevic is senior adviser with the Prague Civil Society Centre. Between 2011 and 2016 he
worked in Myanmar as the head lecturer at the Educational Initiatives Program.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/myanmar-civil-society-is-right-to-criticize-
the-un-on-aid-distribution.html

UN: Urgent Action Needed to Restore Peace and Democracy in Myanmar
Lisa Schlein

GENEVA — Myanmar’s human rights situation has been on a downward spiral since the military
junta mounted a coup February 1, 2021. A new report finds military attacks in ethnic regions
have increased, with civilians and civilian infrastructure targeted.
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The U.N. human rights office reports as many as 30,000 residential buildings, schools, other
civilian infrastructure, and even whole villages have been burnt to the ground.

EETERT—T -y

FILE - A school bag lies next to dried blood stains on
the floor of a middle school in Let Yet Kone village in
Tabayin township in the Sagaing region of Myanmar,
Sept. 17, 2022, the day after an air strike hit the
school.

Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights Nada
Al-Nashif says more than 2,300 people, including at
least 188 children have been killed. Additionally, she says more than a million people have fled
their homes and are living in precarious conditions. She says they lack food, medical care, and
other basic services.

“The humanitarian crisis now brings fears of starvation, with the military largely denying
humanitarian access, including recent orders to halt humanitarian operations in [the] northern
and central Rakhine State. Over 15,607 people have been arrested with some 12,464 remaining
in detention,” said Al-Nashif.

She says people in prison are subject to physical abuse, ill-treatment, and torture, sometimes
resulting in death. She says her office has received information about 111 cases of what
appears to be summary executions. She adds the death toll of people in custody is steadily
rising.

Al-Nashif notes the relative stability experienced in the Rakhine State since the start of the coup
has proved short-lived. She says minority communities, especially Rohingya and Kaman
Muslims are particularly vulnerable.

“My office has received reports of killings, injuries, arbitrary detention, and mass displacement
of civilians resulting from clashes between the Myanmar military and the Arakan army in
several townships of Rakhine and Chin State and along the border with reported cases of
shelling into Bangladesh,” Al-Nashif said.

More than 700,000 Rohingya fled to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh in August 2017 to escape
discrimination and persecution in Myanmar.

Al-Nashif says diplomatic efforts have failed to turn around this catastrophic situation. She says
ASEAN, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations must reinvigorate its efforts to promote a
resolution to the crisis.

She repeats previous calls to the military to cease violence, to impose a moratorium on
executions, and to free all political prisoners. Her appeal, as in the past, has fallen on deaf ears.

The U.N. Acting High Commissioner has received no response from Myanmar’s military leaders
to her plea.

Page 25 of 71



https://www.voanews.com/a/un-urgent-action-needed-to-restore-peace-and-democracy-in-
myanmar-/6763635.html

NGO calls on EU to urgently sanction Myanmar military arms brokers

By Mizzima |

Myanmar soldiers drive military vehicles during a
parade commemorating the 77th Armed Forces
Day in Naypyidaw Myanmar, 27 March 2022.
Photo: EPA

NGO Justice for Myanmar has called on the
European Union to sanction Myanmar military
arms brokers in a recent statement.

Over seven months have passed since the EU’s last
round of sanctions on Myanmar, and the illegitimate military junta’s campaign of terror has
intensified, with indiscriminate airstrikes, shelling, the execution of political prisoners and the
murder of school children, the NGO says.

In the past week, at least eleven school children have been killed, the highest recorded number
of children killed in an attack since the Myanmar army’s attempted coup in February last year.

The junta’s ongoing atrocity crimes are enabled by their continued access to funds, arms and
related equipment, including from within the EU.

Justice For Myanmar calls for an urgent round of EU sanctions, focussing on arms brokers who
aid and abet the junta’s war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The NGO has identified 31 companies that have been involved in these activities since the coup
attempt that they say must be sanctioned.

Among the 31 companies documented, only one — Htoo Group of Companies — has been
sanctioned by the EU to date.

Some arms brokers they identified have confirmed business links to the EU. These include:

Dynasty Group & its subsidiaries, which imported parts for Mi-17 helicopters from Russia since
the coup attempt. Dynasty International Company Limited procured a fleet of aircraft, and
later, parts from the Germany company Grob Aircraft SE. Dynasty Group has been sanctioned
by the UK and its director, Aung Moe Myint, has been sanctioned by the UK and Canada.

KT Group, Ky-Tha Group & their subsidiaries, which have produced arms and equipment for the
Myanmar military, including coastal surveillance radar from the French corporation Thales.
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They have ongoing business with the Myanmar military, financing atrocity crimes. KT Services &
Logistics and its director, Jonathan Myo Kyaw Thaung, have been sanctioned by the US.

Mega Hill General Trading, which brokered a deal for an air defence weapon station since the
coup attempt, and has procured equipment for the military from EU and US companies.

Miya Win International, which has procured unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) from the Austrian
company Schiebel Corporation and received parts following the coup attempt. Miya Win
International has been sanctioned by the UK.

Myanmar Chemical & Machinery (MCM), which has procured arms and related materiel
including tanks and has also been involved in arms production and a technical transfer project
producing K-8 trainer jets in Myanmar with the Chinese state-owned arms company, CATIC.
MCM’s energy business involves a partnership with Wartsila Corporation. MCM and its director,
Aung Hlaing Oo, have been sanctioned by the UK, US and Canada.

Other major arms brokers that have been sanctioned by the US, UK and-or Canada while the EU
has delayed action include International Gateways Group, Star Sapphire Group, Sky Aviator and
Synpex Shwe.

Last Saturday, a prominent arms dealer to the Myanmar military junta was arrested in Thailand
on drug trafficking and money laundering charges, the NGO says.

Despite arms dealer Tun Min Latt’s well-known involvement in arms trading, he has so far
escaped international sanctions.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “Last year, EU members voted in the
UN General Assembly to stop the flow of arms to the Myanmar military.

“The EU must take concrete steps to cut the junta’s access to arms, intensifying sanctions
against arms brokers and all other business interests of the military junta.

“As long as the junta has access to arms, equipment and funds, it will be able to continue its
terror campaign against the people of Myanmar, committing war crimes and crimes against
humanity with total impunity.

“This week, the junta murdered at least 11 children attending school, and will continue its
rampage as long as it has access to resources.

“We call on the EU to stand with the people of Myanmar and sanction arms brokers now!”

https://mizzima.com/article/ngo-calls-eu-urgently-sanction-myanmar-military-arms-brokers
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638 CSOs call on UN agencies to deal with the NUG rather than Myanmar junta

By Mizzima |

On 23 September a letter from 638 civil society organisations
called on United Nations (UN) agencies to stop engaging with
the junta and instead engage with the National Unity
Government (NUG) and ethnic revolutionary organisations
(IROs).

They say that UN agencies should present letters of
agreement, and memorandums of understanding (MoUs) to the NUG and IROs rather than the
junta. It also calls on the UN to allow the NUG and their Ambassador U Kyaw Moe Tun to be
continue representing Myanmar at the UN

Below is the text of the letter:

Your Excellency,

We, the undersigned 638 civil society organizations (CSOs), condemn in the strongest terms the
recent public signing of new agreements and presenting of letters of appointment to the
illegitimate Myanmar military junta by UN agencies, funds, programmes and other entities
working inside Myanmar. We urge you to intervene for a principled, coordinated UN response
to the crisis in Myanmar. We call on you and all UN entities to immediately cease all forms of
cooperation and engagement that lends legitimacy to the illegal murderous junta. Instead,
letters of appointment and agreements must be presented to the legitimate government of
Myanmar, the National Unity Government (NUG), and ethnic revolutionary organizations
(EROs).

On 10 December 2021, 256 Myanmar CSOs urged UN entities to not engage with the junta in
any way that lends them legitimacy. Despite these consistent calls from the people of Myanmar
and CSOs, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), UN International
Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UN
International Organization for Migration (IOM) all signed new agreements with and presented
credentials to the junta in August and September 2022. The public ceremonies, which were
arranged with photographs, were used as propaganda by the military junta in its ongoing
attempts to assert their legitimacy. The people of Myanmar have categorically rejected its
attempts to seize power since its illegal attempted coup on 1 February 2021.

For nearly a year and a half, the people of Myanmar have sacrificed their lives and livelihoods to
defend democracy and their rights by engaging in political defiance and armed resistance — as a
last resort. Their aim is to prevent the illegal military junta from taking over the country, as it is
attempting to do through inflicting immense suffering on the people.

The recent public actions by UN entities are direct interventions that clearly side with the
military junta, undercutting the ongoing collective resistance efforts and sacrifices by the
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Myanmar people to end the Myanmar military’s tyranny and establish a federal democracy.
This breaches the principles of democracy, human rights and humanitarian principles of
impartiality, neutrality, independence and “do no harm” outlined in the UNs’ Joint Operating
Standards and frame work of engagement, for which UN entities must comply with and hold
themselves accountable.

Furthermore, in December 2021, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution to endorse the
recommendations of the UN Credential Committee that had rejected the credentials of the
military junta and allowed the incumbent Ambassador, U Kyaw Moe Tun, who represents the
National Unity Government (NUG) and thus represents Myanmar, to maintain his position at
the UN General Assembly. UN entities, and agencies, funds and programmes in Myanmar
should be guided by this decision and should be engaging publicly with the NUG and not the
military junta.

The Myanmar junta has neither the political legitimacy nor territorial control over Myanmar.
According to a recent analysis by an independent group of experts and former UN mandate
holders on Myanmar — Special Advisory Council for Myanmar — the NUG and resistance
organizations have effective control over 52% of the territory of Myanmar, while the junta is
being actively contested in a further 23% of the territory. This means that the junta can only
claim to have stable control over 17% of the territory.

Moreover, UN mandate holders have repeatedly raised concern on the weaponization of
humanitarian aid by the junta, actively destroying and restricting aid to the people. These
realities question the UN’s effectiveness in reaching the population in need by signing
agreements to work with the very perpetrators who are causing the humanitarian crisis in
Myanmar. This is also demonstrative of the importance of signing agreements with the NUG
and EROs, and the urgent need to work directly with local actors in the provision of
humanitarian aid, including from along the borders of Myanmar.

Within 598 days of the attempted coup, the Myanmar military has killed at least 2,311 people,
including 192 children in cold blood. More than 15,400 people have been arbitrarily arrested,
with at least 12,462 people still detained, with many routinely facing torture. The actual
numbers of deaths and arrests are likely far higher. The Myanmar military continues to commit
gross human rights violations and atrocity crimes including war crimes and crimes against
humanity by torching houses, burning villages, looting properties, massacring people,
committing rape and gang rape, shooting on sight, indiscriminate shelling and launching
airstrikes in towns and villages. The crimes committed by the military in the past 19 months, in
addition to those crimes committed against Rohingya and other ethnic minorities in the past,
are collected by the UN, including by the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar.

The signing of the MoUs and agreements with the junta, coupled with the inconsistent,
ineffectual and non-principled approach to addressing the crisis in Myanmar by the UN,
conveys the wrong message to the junta and to the world that it recognizes the body that
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terrorizes the people of Myanmar and is responsible for gross international crimes. This not
only emboldens the junta to commit further atrocity crimes with total impunity, but it indicates
that the UN, in practice, does not respect the will of the people of Myanmar as adopted in
resolutions and statements, including by the UN General Assembly, UN Human Rights Council
and in a statement issued by the president of the UN Security Council. The continuing issues in
the UN’s approach in Myanmar, followings its “systemic and structural failures” in providing a
unified approach in addressing the Rohingya genocide in 2017, highlighted in the 2019
Rosenthal Report, is glaring.

The people of Myanmar have been loud and clear that they want their legitimate government,
the NUG and their Ambassador U Kyaw Moe Tun to be their representative at the UN. The will
of Myanmar people in choosing their own government and thus their own representative at the
UN and as well as in their struggle for federal democracy and human rights in their country
must be fully recognized and respected by the UN and its member states.

Your Excellency, as the people and civil society of Myanmar, the region and throughout the
world, we strongly urge all UN agencies, funds, programmes and other entities to stop
legitimizing the illegal murderous junta and call on you for your leadership in a coordinated
response to the crisis in Myanmar. We call on UN agencies, funds, programmes and other
entities to work with the legitimate government of Myanmar, the NUG, EROs, CSOs and
community-based organizations.

https://mizzima.com/article/638-csos-call-un-agencies-deal-nug-rather-myanmar-junta

US ‘Exploring Ways to Ramp Up Support’ for Myanmar Opposition: State Dept. Official
By THE IRRAWADDY | 24 September 2022

Earlier this week US State Department Counselor Derek Chollet met with representatives of
Myanmar’s civilian parallel National Unity Government and some ethnic armed organizations.
On Friday, he spoke with The Irrawaddy about those discussions, as well as the ongoing US and
international responses to the crisis in Myanmar.

The Irrawaddy: US President Joe Biden mentioned Myanmar in his speech to the UN General
Assembly on Wednesday, indicating the regime’s human rights abuses near the end of his 29-
minute speech, pointing out that pro-democracy activists and ethnic minorities are being
horribly abused. So what is the next move for US policy towards Myanmar?

Chollet: Absolutely. At the same time that President Biden was giving his speech, | was meeting
with representatives of the NUG [the shadow, civilian-led National Unity Government] as well
as EAOs [ethnic armed organizations] in a meeting which we think is one of the first of its kind,
certainly of a US official meeting with the NUG and EAOs combined. An NUG representative is
here [in New York] in person, a delegation led by the [NUG] deputy foreign minister but also
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with the minister of human rights and others, as well as EAO representatives who were on
screen from Myanmar.

We felt it was very important for us to convene in New York on the margins of the General
Assembly meeting, both the pro-democracy movement as well as the international community
to address the worsening crisis there. So in our conversation with the NUG and EAO leadership
we talked about a number of avenues that we are exploring to ramp up support for the pro-
democracy movement. It was very clearly stated to us by the representatives of the pro-
democracy movement that the elections that the junta is saying they’re going to hold would be
a sham and they want us in the United States and the international community to understand
that, which we of course do, and we have been clear publicly from the United States’
perspective that we agree that these elections cannot be free and fair. But we also talked about
the importance of not lending any support to these elections.

Just a few hours later we convened a meeting of a broad set of international partners to discuss
the situation in Burma. | made very clear to that group of international partners,
representatives of roughly a dozen countries, that the elections have no chance of being free or
fair, and for reasons that are obvious, given that many of the opposition have been jailed,
killed, forced to flee. And it’s indeed questionable whether the regime can even stage elections
with conflict in much of the country, and where the regime controls only half of it. In that
meeting with our international partners we also reiterated that we fully support ASEAN
centrality and leadership in seeking ways to hold the regime accountable and to upholding the
Five Point Consensus. We do believe that ASEAN has significant leverage to deny the regime the
credibility it craves. Obviously we hope that ASEAN will use that to support the aspirations of
the Burmese people to return to civilian government and peace. That said, we recognize that
ASEAN can’t do that alone and we in the international community have to work together to
coordinate to provide support and that’s why we wanted to convene this meeting of key
players in the international community to discuss the way forward in Myanmar.

You were in Singapore in October last year. You met with the Monetary Authority of Singapore
to discuss ways to limit the regime’s access to overseas finances. You said the meeting was
productive. What progress has been made on limiting the regime’s access to overseas finances.
Also, you haven’t yet sanctioned the MOGE [Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise, a major source of
revenue for the junta]. Why is that?

So we’ve been working quite closely with our partners in terms of enforcing the sanctions that
have already been announced in terms of limiting resources to the regime and Singapore has
been a key partner of ours in that effort and we’re very appreciative of their work and of course
they’ve been a leading voice within ASEAN in maintaining a strong position to condemn the
junta and hold the junta accountable for what they’re doing inside Myanmar. We in the US are
continuing to look for ways to promote accountability—whether accountability for the coup
itself or for the violence that has come since the coup—and this includes efforts to block
revenue to the regime.

Page 31 0of 71



And as you know, since February 2021, over the last 20 months, the US has designated
numerous leaders of the State Administration Council [the junta’s governing organ], adult
family members, other regime individuals who have been responsible for the horrific violence,
or those who have aided the suppression of the people’s will. That said we in the US believe the
international community must do more to advance this goal and to prevent the recurrence of
atrocities inside Myanmar and that includes the ending of arms sales and dual use technology
to the military. We in the United States are continuing to explore targeted sanctions against
those who are responsible for the coup and all the violence associated with it.

A key consideration of ours throughout has been evaluating the potential effect on the people
and the economy of Myanmar; we do not want to compound the misery of the people of
Myanmar in anything that we do to pressure the regime. We don’t want to exacerbate the
humanitarian situation. But | can say that we are very focused on further steps that we believe
should be taken to hold the regime accountable and to limit the revenue and their ability to
perpetrate their unrelenting campaign of violence against the people of Myanmar. So while |
can’t here today preview any future sanctions | can tell you that this is something that we are
thinking actively about right now, about ways to cut off revenue streams, while at the same
time not doing any further harm to the people of Burma in the process. So this is something we
spoke about at great length at our two meetings yesterday both with the NUG and the EAO
reps as well as with our international partners.

What about Russia? This is a big question because lately Russia has become very prominent [in
Myanmar affairs]. [Junta chief] Min Aung Hlaing has visited Russia several times since the coup.
Myanmar is the only country in ASEAN to openly back the invasion of Ukraine. And Russia has
also sponsored the regime with more arms, more military hardware, fighter jets, helicopters—
which were recently used to kill schoolchildren in central Burma. The regime is getting very
close to Putin, aside from China. At their recent meeting at the Eastern Economic Forum in
Vladivostok, he called Russian President Vladimir Putin a “leader of the world” and praised him
for maintaining “stability in the world”. Russia has prominently entered the game. What is your
reaction?

Unfortunately what we’re seeing in Min Aung Hlaing’s visit to Russia is just the latest step in the
growing authoritarian partnership between Moscow and the junta. Myanmar has proven to be
one of Russia’s most loyal friends. And it’s quite telling that in the same week that we are
condemning the horrible campaign of violence against the people of Myanmar—most notably
just this week as you said the bombing of a school that resulted in the deaths of children—
Vladimir Putin was doubling down on his unlawful, misguided and unacceptable war against
Ukraine by calling up reserves and threatening the use of nuclear weapons. MAH has visited
Russia three times to ask for aid. [Russian Foreign Minister Sergey] Lavrov visited Myanmar just
last month.

As | said we are deeply concerned and condemn the fact that Russia provides the Burmese
military arms that are enabling it to perpetrate its violence and commit atrocities and human
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rights abuses. Unfortunately we are seeing Russia do all of those things today in Ukraine. And
Russia’s support for the regime is also undermining stability in the region and that’s a message
we’ve sent loud and clear to our partners in the region. Russia’s support for the junta is
prolonging the crisis, it’s not doing anything to stop the crisis, and it threatens peace and
prosperity not just in Myanmar but throughout the Indo-Pacific and that’s something that has
consequences for all of us. We are continuing to explore ways to promote accountability for the
coup and everyone who’s responsible for the violence there, including those who support and
arm the military regime, and we’re going to continue to work with our international partners to
cut off the transfer of weapons and any dual-use items to the Burmese military.

Can you talk about [detained State Counselor] Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s detention and her
relocation to a prison [from house arrest]. She was a highly regarded politician in the US in the
past. She was awarded a US Congressional Gold Medal [in 2012]. I’'m not sure whether she’s
still highly regarded there? She’s still highly regarded inside the country. Secondly, there is a
fear in Myanmar of a balkanization of the country. Powerful ethnic armies are asking for
autonomy or a confederation, setting up or expanding their own administrations and armies,
buying more arms these days. Dry season offensives are coming, Russia is selling the junta more
jet fighters—the Su-30—and more sophisticated weapons to attack the insurgent strongholds.
There are more refugees and migrants. Political activists and a lot of other people are fleeing
the country these days. So one can imagine Myanmar faces the danger of disintegration, and
more poverty. The country is heading towards being a failed state. This is all alarming; people
are preparing for a worst-case scenario, such as Thailand. How is the US going to work with a
traditional ally like Thailand on this crisis?

We believe and we’ve been very clear since February 2021 that the actions taken against [Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi] beginning with the coup, the unjust conviction of her, the repression of other
democratically elected officials, they are just further affronts to democracy and justice in
Burma. We've been very clear and we repeated it this week with our partners that the regime
needs to release Aung San Suu Kyi and all those unjustly detained. The use by the regime of a
sham judicial process to attack political opponents and the rule of law, the continuing use of
violence, it just underscores the urgency of restoring the path of democracy. We in the US, and
the UN Security Council, others, ASEAN, have repeated [calls to] the military to release Aung
San Suu Kyi and her deposed president, Win Myint, and all others unjustly detained. | can say
it's been a consistent demand of various envoys, UN envoys, ASEAN envoys, others, to gain
access to Aung San Suu Kyi, to be able to speak with her. The regime has denied that access and
further isolated her, which is completely unacceptable.

As for the future of Myanmar, we talked at great length with the NUG and representatives of
EAOs about their work towards transitional governance, and their efforts to work on a
constitution that is inclusive that represents all the people of Myanmar. It is not for we in the
US to decide on Myanmar’s behalf the structure of that governance and the degree of
autonomy that might rest within regions. Of course, different states around the world including
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the US have different ways of organizing themselves. We did offer though and have offered our
best expertise and counsel on the way that Myanmar may be governed in the future but
ultimately we are supportive of an inclusive democratic process that represents all of the
people of Myanmar.

What we want to avoid clearly is the path that Myanmar is on. Because of the junta’s
brutalization of the people of Myanmar, and its unrelenting violent campaign, we fear that
Myanmar may be on the path of being a failed state. And that’s not in the US interest, it’s not in
anyone in Southeast Asia’s interest. And it’s certainly not in the interests of the people of
Myanmar. That’s why we wanted to use the occasion of this year’s UN General Assembly to
have some of these key meetings. It’s also a topic that came up in many of our bilateral
discussions with key partners from the region and around the world. And so the reason |
wanted to make sure we had a chance to talk today is to tell you that Myanmar remains
foremost on our minds, even with all that’s going on the world. That’s why it was important for
the president to raise the issue in his speech.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/us-exploring-ways-to-ramp-up-support-for-
myanmar-opposition-state-dept-official.html

44 Kilograms of heroine worth Ks.1.1 billion seized in Pyin Oo Lwin Township

PUBLISHED 25 SEPTEMBER 2022

Photo-CCDAC Myanmar

According to the Central Committee for Drug Abuse
Control-CCDAC Myanmar statement, 44 Kilograms of
heroin worth Ks.1.1 were seized in Pyi Oo Lwin Township,
Mandalay Region on September 22.

A combined team comprising of Anti-Drug police force,
according to tipped off, searched a six-wheeled Canter
vehicle driven by Tun Naing Oo aka Tung Naing together with Hla Myint near Aung Chan Thar
village on Pyin Oo Lwin- Mandalay Road at 1:00 pm on September 22.

They found 44 kilograms of heroin worth Ks.1.1 covered with pine-apples at the vehicle. Upon
further interrogation, they also arrested Ma Khin Aye Wine aka Khine Wine who accompanied
in delivering heroin at Aung Chan Thar village. It was found that the heroin will be carried from
Shan State (North) to Mandalay Region.

Action has been taken to them according to the existing law, according to CCDAC Myanmar
statement.
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https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/44-kilograms-of-heroine-worth-ks11-billion-seized-in-pyin-
oo-lwin-township
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