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Myanmar Military Defector Reveals How Junta Killed Sagaing School Kids

By KHIN NADI | 23 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta has deployed Russian-made
helicopters in attacks on resistance
strongholds.

A helicopter pilot who defected from the
Myanmar military has told how junta pilots
attacked a village school in Sagaing Region
last week, killing 11 children. “They [the
pilots] dropped bombs despite seeing kids running on the ground,” said the defector.

Some 11 children, including some as young as seven, were killed and more than a dozen were
wounded when two Russian-made military regime Mi-35 helicopters opened fire on a school in
Let Yet Kone Village in Sagaing’s Depayin Township on the afternoon of September 16. Junta
soldiers then attacked on the ground. Around five adult villagers were also killed in the assault.

In an exclusive interview with The Irrawaddy, Captain Zay Thu Aung, a Myanmar Air Force pilot
who defected from the military soon after the February 2021 coup, talked about how he
thought the attack on Let Yet Kone Village unfolded.

He said that, given the situation on the ground, the helicopters wouldn’t have flown higher than
300 to 400 meters. And as the village school was surrounded by fields, and not hills or forest,
the helicopter pilots would have clearly seen the children in the school compound.

“There is no reason that they [the pilots] wouldn’t see the children below them,” said Zay Thu
Aung.

A volunteer teacher at the school also told The Irrawaddy that children were playing in the
schoolyard when the helicopters arrived. The teachers shouted to the children to come into the
classroom to stay safe. But as the children were running inside, the teacher heard a loud
explosion. The blast was from a rocket fired by one of the regime helicopters.

Photographic evidence of the attack

Zay Thu Aung explained that photos of the aftermath of the attack give clues about how the
school was targeted.

He said the helicopters would calmly aim at the school building, as there was no fire directed at
them, and open fire with rockets and machine guns.

“In the photos, we can see roofs ripped off, concrete pillars destroyed and we can also see
pieces of human bodies. All these prove that the school was hit by rockets,” said the defector.
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Teachers and villagers said the helicopters fired at least three rockets, as well as firing machine
guns for nearly an hour. At the time of the attack, about 200 young students were attending
classes.

A Myanmar military Russian-made Mi-35 helicopter
seen in 2018 during a military exercise in Ayeyarwady
Region. (Photo: Pool)

“I feel ashamed to say that | flew Mi-35. People who
were once friends of mine are committing such
disgusting crimes,” Zay Thu Aung wrote on his
Facebook immediately after the incident.

While denouncing the attack as a war crime during his
interview with The Irrawaddy, Zay Thu Aung said the major culprit responsible for the carnage
was the regional commander who ordered the attack and the pilots themselves.

No one has identified the pilots responsible for the attack. But the military currently has 13 Mi-
35 helicopters and there are only 26 pilots who can fly them, said the defector.

Why was Sagaing targeted?

Mi-35 helicopters are mainly used to support infantry columns involved in heavy fighting. Now,
though, the regime is using them along with MI-17 helicopters to launch surprise attacks in
Sagaing Region, one of the strongholds of the resistance movement.

A school building damaged by a junta airstrike. (Photo:
CJ)

Right after the Mi-35 helicopters make their surprise
attacks, Mi-17 choppers are then used to drop junta
soldiers into the target area. The regime troops then Kkill
and detain villagers and torch houses.

That is exactly what happened in Let Yet Kone Village.

“They [the Myanmar military] don’t launch such raids in Kayah and Chin states and areas
controlled by ethnic armed organizations. The military fears that, even after the Mi-35 attacks,
the 75-odd soldiers that are usually dropped by the Mi-17 helicopters won’t be able to survive
on the ground in those areas,” said Zay Thu Aung.

But in Sagaing the regime believes that 75 soldiers is enough to combat People’s Defense
Forces (PDF) so the troops can easily exit the target area, added the defector.

How to prevent such attacks in the future
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Captain Zay Thu Aung suggested that resistance groups in Sagaing come together as a collective
force to control the territory strategically.

Defector Captain Zay Thu Aung. (Photo: Supplied)

“What we need to understand is that for the military,
they have only one combined force regardless of the fact
that the military is divided into the army, navy and air
force. They all operate as one,”” he said.

“While PDFs need weapons that can shoot down
helicopters, what is more important is that they need to
form a collective force under a strong chain of command
and operate strategically,” added Zay Thu Aung.

“National Unity Government leadership is also important
| for this,” he noted.

A big new threat—SU-30SME fighter jets

Zay Thu Aung also warned of the threat of two newly-arrived SU-30SME jets, which arrived in
Myanmar five months ago but have yet to be used in action. Russia delivered the multi-role jets
to the regime in March.

A Russian-made Su-30SME Fighter jet.

Russia used Su-30SME in Syria in 2015. Zay Thu
Aung said that the SU-30SME can carry up to
eight tons of bombs, and so have far more
destructive power than other planes used by
the Myanmar military.

He said that the junta could use the SU-30SME to target PDF bases.

“For the junta, they will use all ways to crush the PDFs. International sanctions haven’t worked
on them [the military] since 1988 and now they have Russia to provide them with weapons,” he
said.

Words for those who are still serving in the Myanmar military

“You will have seen the news that innocent children were killed. All the people of Myanmar
now know that military pilots will even kill innocent children. Be aware that you can’t even call
yourself a human being if you continue to follow the barbaric regime and harm innocent
civilians. See the truth, get out quickly and avoid committing crimes that will haunt you all your
life,” said Zay Thu Aung.
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77-year-old Villager Killed in Myanmar Junta Raids in Sagaing
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 September 2022

A 77-year-old villager was killed by Myanmar junta forces in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region,
on Monday during village raids, according to residents and resistance groups.

Over 10,000 residents from around 20 villages fled their homes in the west and east of the
township this week.

Junta raids started on Monday when 12 soldiers were reportedly killed in a resistance ambush
on the Ye-U-Khin-U highway, according to resistance groups.

After the ambush, regime forces raided nearby Thargaya village and killed the 77-year-old
resident, according to Khin-U True News, the media wing of the resistance.

A Khin-U People’s Defense Force (PDF) spokesman told The Irrawaddy on Friday that the body
was found in a village well.

At least 10 houses were burned down, he said.

On Tuesday evening, three junta vehicles were ambushed with landmines on the Khin-U-
Shwebo highway, reportedly killing more than 12 soldiers.

On Wednesday, thousands of villagers in the east of the township fled their homes when
around 100 troops from Thabeikkyin Township in Mandalay Region crossed the Ayeyarwady
River with motorboats.

Six regime soldiers were killed in an ambush near the riverbank, the resistance groups said.
The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

On Thursday, many of the troops headed north along the Ayeyarwady River, the PDF
spokesman said. Other troops raided villages along the Khin-U-Ye-U highway before returning
to Khin-U town on Thursday evening.

Most villagers have not returned to their homes, fearing further junta raids.

The junta faces regular attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations across
the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/77-year-old-villager-killed-in-myanmar-junta-raids-
in-sagaing.html
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Thousands of civilians displaced by Myanmar army attacks on Khin-U villages

A junta unit attacked by the resistance with explosives returns to torch area villages, forcing
locals to flee their homes

Thura Maung | Published on Sep 23, 2022

Thousands of villagers have been displaced by recent military assaults on Sagaing Region’s Khin-
U Township, according to local sources.

Members of the anti-junta resistance said that a 70-soldier column in western Khin-U and a
200-soldier unit in the east have been perpetrating the attacks.

The first column targeted villages along the highway connecting Khin-U with Ye-U Township,
which lies to the west. On Wednesday at 10am they arrived at the community of Thagara Myo
Thit, some eight miles from Khin-U’s administrative centre.

A clash with local defence forces broke out at the village’s entrance, with no casualties reported
by the resistance, who were forced to withdraw.

A guerrilla fighter from one of the groups that participated in the battle said that Myanmar
army soldiers then set up a base in Thagara Myo Thit after torching at least three homes.

The following morning, half of the column reportedly continued on to neighbouring Gway Kone,
more than one mile away, where more homes were burnt.

8 Displaced locals from eastern Khin-U township

The defence force member who spoke to Myanmar
Now said that on Tuesday, an alliance of resistance
groups had carried out three attacks with explosive
devices targeting a four-vehicle military convoy
along the highway to Ye-U.

“There were so many junta casualties,” he said. “I think they came back for revenge.”
The troops belonged to the column now operating in western Khin-U.

One of the trucks was destroyed after being hit with six makeshift bombs and left behind in
Inpat village, two miles from Ye-U. The remaining three vehicles were also destroyed after
being attacked near Thagara Myo Thit, Gway Kone and Kan Thit villages, according to an officer
in the Khin-U People’s Defence Force (PDF).

Two of the vehicles were later retrieved by the junta, but two were abandoned by the roadside,
he added.
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By Thursday, locals in multiple villages along the highway had fled the military raids.
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e S -~ iy B> @ Displaced locals from eastern Khin-U township

(Supplied)

The larger junta column operating in eastern Khin-
U, which borders Mandalay Region, began its raids
on Tuesday, with junta ships travelling along the

Ayeyarwady River attacking the villages of Ka Bwat

and Yone Pin.

“We heard last night that the military was coming, so we fled into the woods. There isn’t
anyone left behind in the village and we heard gunshots all day yesterday,” a displaced resident
of Ka Bwat said on Thursday.

According to a statement by the Khin-U PDF, some 7,500 civilians from 2,000 households had
been displaced from Ka Bwat to the surrounding forests.

In Yone Pin, most of the residents also fled, but 10 locals were arrested by the arriving
Myanmar army troops, according to the Khin-U PDF officer, who did not have further
information on their whereabouts or condition at the time of reporting.

Allied resistance forces attacked the junta unit leaving Yone Pin for Ka Bwat on Thursday to join
the column already occupying the community. They reportedly killed six troops and injured an
unspecified number of soldiers who were then transported by the military to Mandalay.

“They buried the dead soldiers in a valley near Ka Bwat village and the injured soldiers were
taken to Shwe Kyin, which is located to the east of the river,” the PDF officer said.

The junta has not released any information on its recent activities in Khin-U.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/thousands-of-civilians-displaced-by-myanmar-army-

attacks-on-khin-u-villages

Myanmar Junta Shelling Kills Child in Kachin State
By THE IRRAWADDY 23 September 2022

A child has been killed and other residents seriously wounded when Myanmar’s regime shelled
two villages in Shwegu Township, Kachin State, on Thursday evening.

After a resistance attack, soldiers stationed on an island village in the Ayeyarwady River shelled
two villages on the riverbank, according to the Shwegu People’s Defense Force (SPDF).
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Mg Zwe Naing Win, 17, with his father after being killed by junta
shelling in Shwegu Township, Kachin State, on Thursday. / Kachin
Waves

Mg Zwe Naing Win, 12, from Moesit village was killed and many
other residents were injured. A female villager lost both her legs
and a man’s arm was seriously injured.

Regime troops then raided and occupied the village and stopped
male residents from leaving, the SPDF said.

An SPDF spokesman called on armed groups not to attack regime forces near civilian areas to
prevent villages being targeted by the junta.

“Junta forces regard civilians as enemies and they respond indiscriminately,” he told The
Irrawaddy on Friday.

Last Friday, 11 children and other seven villagers were killed when MI-35 helicopters and then
ground troops attacked a school of around 200 pupils in Let Yet Kone village, Depayin
Township, Sagaing Region.

The corpses and around 17 others, including injured children and teachers, were taken away by
junta forces.

Also last Friday, junta shelling killed two sisters, aged six and 10, along with two other civilians,
while they sheltered at a monastery in Moebye in southern Shan State.

Since the 2021 coup, at least 382 children have been killed or injured and more than 1,400 have
been detained and an estimated 142 have been tortured, according to a June report by Thomas
Andrews, the United Nations special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar.

The international community, including the UN and other ASEAN members, are being criticized
in Myanmar for failing to act against the junta’s killing of civilians.

On Wednesday, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, an independent group of prominent
former UN human rights staff, said the UN and ASEAN must act to end systemic junta violence
against children or they could be seen as complicit in the regime’s crimes.

“How many innocent children need to be killed for the UN and ASEAN to take definite action?”
asked council member Yanghee Lee, a former UN special rapporteur on Myanmar.

Since the February 2021 coup, an estimated 2,311 people had been killed by the junta and
15,598, including government leaders, have been detained, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners, a rights group documenting junta crimes.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-shelling-kills-child-in-kachin-
state.html
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3 civilians killed and 5 injured by artillery shelling in Myanmar’s Kachin state
One victim, a 12-year-old boy, died after part of a mortar struck his head.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.23

‘ ® A house which burned down after being hit by a mortar in Moe Sit
qi village, Shwegu township, Kachin State on Sept. 22, 2022. Myo Hla
PDF

Three civilians were killed, including a 12-year-old child, and five
others were injured when junta forces fired heavy artillery on a
village in Kachin State’s Shwegu township, according to locals and
People’s Defense Forces (PDFs).

An older brother of 12-year-old victim Zwel Naing Win told RFA that one of the injured was
shot by bullets and the rest of dead and casualties were hit by artillery shells.

“My brother was killed when the battle broke out and my brother-in-law was shot in his arm.
He went to Shwegu Hospital for surgery. My brother was hit on his head and back, and died
on the spot,” he said, adding that his brother was cremated on Friday.

The two other victims were identified as Thaung Aye, a 35-year-old woman and War Nu, a
40-year-old man.

The injured include a 51-year-old woman and her 13-year-old daughter, two 30-year-old
men and a 40-year-old man, according to residents.

Zin Min Oo, the 40-year-old, was hit by a bullet while closing his shop.
The injured were all sent to Shwegu Hospital for treatment.

There are over 300 houses and about 1,500 people in Moe Sit village, which was hit by heavy
artillery. Residents fled their homes as military council troops entered the village, according
to a resident who declined to be named for safety reasons. He said the troops started firing
their guns as they entered the village.

“They were shooting to the western part of the village,” said the resident. “Some villagers
fled to Shwegu. Some people from the top of the village ran to Pauk Kone [village] and some
ran into the fields. [As they ran] a house was set ablaze and flattened by shells.”.

A PDF member, who declined to give his name, said the village was shelled by 60 millimeter
mortar bombs fired by troops who then crossed the river to seize Moe Sit.

“When the junta troops were crossing by boat from Kyun Taw village to Moe Sit, they
opened fire with heavy artillery and entered from the side of Moe Sit village,” he said.
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“We opened fire when the junta boat was in the middle, then mutual shooting erupted.
Amid the fighting, the junta forces fired 60mm rounds and those landed in the western part
of the village.

They hit the child and his uncle while they were tending to their cow, and the child died.”

State Administration Council spokesman and Social Affairs Minister for Kachin state, Win Ye
Tun told RFA he did not know of any incidents involving civilians killed by junta shelling on
Thursday.

The Myo Hla PDF said in a statement Friday that the Kha La Ya (78) militia, who are under the
military council’s 88th Division, provided the junta with an additional 100 troops. He said
four boats carried them across the river to Moe Sit.

Three junta boats were sunk and 27 soldiers were killed during the battle, according to the
statement.

RFA has not been able to independently verify the details.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/3-civilians-killed-09232022064208.html

Multiple blasts reported at Myanmar army base in Karenni State

Resistance forces say the explosions were triggered by an artillery shell that hit the base’s
armoury during clashes on Thursday

May Yu | Published on Sep 23, 2022

' Township following an attack by local resistance
forces (KNDF)

A Myanmar army base operated by Infantry Battalion
(IB) 102 in Karenni (Kayah) State’s Demoso Township
was hit by a series of explosions on Thursday,
according to local resistance sources.

The base, located near the village of Ngwe Taung, is
believed to have suffered extensive damage after an artillery shell fired by anti-regime groups
hit the base’s armoury, the sources said.

“KNDF Battalion 9 fired a 60mm shell at the base and | think it hit their armoury. Consecutive
explosions have been going off and the base is on fire,” an officer of the Karenni Nationalities
Defence Force (KNDF) told Myanmar Now on Thursday.
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The incident occurred at around 1:30pm, after several hours of fighting that began early in the
day, according to another KNDF officer.

The resistance forces, who also included troops from the Karenni Army and the People’s
Defence Force, used continuous artillery fire to prevent junta troops from putting out the fire at
the base, he added.

In a statement, the KNDF accused IB 102 of shelling residential neighbourhoods in the area on
an almost daily basis.

The group initially reported on its social media page that it didn’t know what caused the
explosions. It later claimed responsibility after looking into the matter, it said.

Last month, the regime sent hundreds of reinforcements to the town of Demoso, located some
4km west of Ngwe Taung on the opposite side of the Ngwe Taung dam.

In recent weeks, troops stationed in the area have concentrated their efforts on taking control
of Moebye, a town in southern Shan State’s Pekhon Township less than 25km north of Demoso.

An initial attempt to occupy the town failed when resistance forces inflicted heavy casualties on
a junta column that had stationed itself in a local church.

A week after being forced to retreat, the military returned last Sunday, displacing almost the
entire population of the town of nearly 30,000 inhabitants.

Days earlier, artillery fired by regime forces to clear the area killed four displaced civilians in
Moebye, including two young sisters sheltering at a local monastery.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/multiple-blasts-reported-at-myanmar-army-base-in-
karenni-state

Arakan Army and Myanmar military clash near Bangladesh border, locals say

Weapons fire, including artillery, is heard by area residents for around two hours in northern
Maungdaw Township

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 23, 2022

A Myanmar army soldier seen in Maungdaw Township
in early 2018 (EPA)

Fighting broke out between the Arakan Army (AA) and
the junta’s armed forces near the Bangladeshi border in
Rakhine State’s northern Maungdaw Township on
Thursday, locals said.
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The exchange of gunfire reportedly began at 11am around the deserted village of Kun Thee Pin,
more than one mile east of the town of Taungpyoletwea. The area is located in territory
controlled by the No. 3 Border Guard Police Force.

“We could hear consecutive fire from heavy and light weapons but they stopped at around
1pm,” a local told Myanmar Now.

Kun Thee Pin was once home to more than 1,000 residents, but the population of Rohingya
Muslims fled to Bangladesh during the military’s genocidal scorched earth operations of 2017.

A refugee currently living in a Bangladeshi camp near the Rakhine State border also confirmed
that they heard heavy artillery shells being fired near Taungpyoletwea on Thursday afternoon.

AA spokesperson Khaing Thukha told Myanmar Now that had not received any information
from the ground about the alleged fighting in the Taungpyoletwea area.

During clashes on September 16 in Maungdaw, the military launched airstrikes against the AA
in Maungdaw, with several shells falling on the Bangladeshi side of the border. The
neighbouring nation’s government has claimed it will inform the UN if Myanmar’s army does
not cease shelling in the area. According to a September 17 report in the Dhaka Tribune, the
junta has ignored the country’s concerns.

There were reportedly no aerial attacks employed in Thursday’s clash, locals said.

Five days after the AA warned the military that starting on September 14, they would be
conducting searches on both land and water in an attempt to cut off troop movements, the
armed group intercepted two junta marine vessels sending reinforcements, arms and supplies
near Mede village in Maungdaw.

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Human Rights Affairs (UNOCHA) released a
statement on Tuesday announcing that as of September 15, the military had issued orders to
cease provisions of humanitarian aid in six Rakhine State townships: Buthidaung, Maungdaw,
Minbya, Mrauk-U, Myebon and Rathedaung.

The agency described the situation in northern Rakhine State as “volatile” due to the fighting
between the AA and military.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/arakan-army-and-myanmar-military-clash-near-
bangladesh-border-locals-say
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Fighting Escalating In Mongmit
By SHAN - September 23, 2022

Fighting between the Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) and the Burma Army (BA) has intensified
in Mongmit Township, where the armed groups are facing off after the regime ordered the
SSPP to withdraw from the area in northern Shan State last week.

A local, who doesn’t wish to be named, told SHAN that the fighting is taking place on Huay
Kham Hill, about a mile from Wan Ohm village. “Both the SSPP and the BA are firing heavy and
light weapons and | think the fighting is escalating.” The BA has sent reinforcements from Wan
Fai Mai in the hope of capturing the SSPP camp on the hill.

Three BA columns are attacking the camp from different directions, according to SSPP. At the
time of going to press, SHAN couldn’t determine causalities on either side. The groups also
clashed in the township on 17 September and 1 July.

Last week, top SSPP leaders attended the Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative
Committee meeting at Panghsang (also known as Pangkham), the headquarters of the United
Wa State Army, in Special Region 2. The other armed groups include the National Democratic
Alliance Army, the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army, the Arakan Army, the Ta’ang
National Liberation Army and the Kachin Independence Army.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25359

Fighting Between SSPP And RCSS Resumes In Southern Shan State
By SHAN - September 23, 2022

Rival Shan armed groups clashed in Kehsi Township in southern Shan State on Wednesday after
fighting had stopped for almost a year.

Locals informed SHAN the Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and the Shan State Progress
Party (SSPP) exchanged fire for 20 minutes next to Loi Hung Mountain, located between Pan
Haik and Hko Nam Tawng villages in Mong Ye village tract in the morning of 21 September.

SSPP SSA troops.

“There were no civilian casualties, but we're
concerned for our safety. Every time fighting
breaks out in our area, residents have to flee their
village,” a man living in the township told SHAN,
requesting anonymity.
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The recent violence began after an RCSS column attacked SSPP soldiers crossing the road
between Mong Nawng and Laikha, locals said. SHAN has sought comment from the
spokespersons of the two armed groups, but no one has responded.

RCSS SSA troops.

In 2021, clashes between the RCSS and SSPP

s Wl ve AL Y began in the township and spread to Mong Kaung

_ Pj@jhl_-y;\;_‘_.!dtﬂp.' k 2 A o . 2 (aka Mong Kung) and Laikha townships, displacing
AR R R AR R NP A"  some 10,000 villagers, many of whom have still

‘ : : not been able to go home.

Fighting between the SSPP and regime forces has
also broken out in Mongmit Township, where the
armed groups are facing off after the regime
ordered the SSPP to withdraw from the area in northern Shan State last week. According to the
SSPP, three columns BA are attacking the camp from different directions. At the time of going
to press, SHAN couldn’t determine if there were causalities on either side.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25362

Midday Palace Coup: Myanmar Military’s Proxy Party Leadership Power Struggle
By THE IRRAWADDY 23 September 2022

e% U Than Htay, Min Aung Hlaing, U Khin Yi and

{“ U Thein Sein.

The recent reshuffle of the leadership of the
Myanmar military’s proxy Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP) reveals that
the party is once again in the grip of a power
struggle.

On September 14, USDP chair U Than Htay was replaced as acting chair by current vice chair U
Khin Yi after a meeting of senior leadership that lasted three days. However, the ousting of U
Than Htay has to be confirmed at the party’s conference, which is slated for early October.

In August 2015, a similar unexpected reshuffle occurred, when security forces entered the
USDP headquarters in the capital Naypyitaw in what was dubbed the ‘midnight coup’. A day
later, it was announced that Shwe Mann, the then speaker of the lower house of Myanmar’s
parliament, had been removed as the USDP chair amid a growing rift with then President U
Thein Sein.
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Now deposed USDP leader U Than Htay speaking at a by-
election rally in 2018.

Seven years later and the USDP is again in a similar
situation, as the former generals who hold senior positions
in the party jostle for power and influence ahead of the
USDP conference, according to party sources.

The USDP is now divided into two camps — those loyal to
U Than Htay and those urging his replacement. The group
who want former Brigadier General U Than Htay out is
believed to be backed by junta chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, according to members of the USDP’s Central Executive Committee (CEC).

U Than Htay has faced growing opposition in recent months. Senior USDP figures including U
Maung Myint and U Hla Swe have openly criticized his leadership, while others including U
Thaung Aye and U Myint Hlaing are finding fault with him within the framework of party rules
and regulations.

Junta chief working behind the scenes

New USDP chair U Khin Yi speaking during the 2020
general election campaign.

Last month, then USDP vice chair U Khin Yi was removed
as the junta’s Minister of Immigration and Population,
with Min Aung Hlaing reportedly wanting him to
concentrate on preparing the USDP for next year’s
proposed election, which the coup leader sees as a way
out of Myanmar’s political crisis.

When U Than Htay underwent surgery for back problems in August, his opponents in the USDP
saw that as an opportunity for him to step down of his own volition. But after U Than Htay
refused to step down, a three-day meeting of the USDP’s CEC from September 12-14 resulted in
U Khin Yi replacing him as acting chair of the party.

That has led some observers to call the apparent purge of U Than Htay a ‘midday coup’ in
contrast to the midnight coup that ousted U Shwe Mann in 2015.

“It is a midday palace coup this time,” one U Than Htay opponent on the CEC said.

However, U Than Htay appears reluctant to relinquish the reins of power. He has continued to
go to his office and his ousting was only revealed on September 20, when U Thaung Aye and U
Myint Hlaing broke the news via a video call with USDP members.
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Those who support U Than Htay say that he is only temporarily handing over his duties as party
chair because of his health problems. But his issues with his back have not stopped U Than Htay
from going to the USDP headquarters or from meeting with his supporters, an indication that
he is going to fight to maintain his status in the USDP.

The power struggle is likely to continue until the party conference in early October, when a new
leadership will be elected. But U Than Htay is unlikely to beat U Khin Yi, given that he appears
to have lost the support of Min Aung Hlaing, said political observers.

“The fact that U Khin Yi was appointed chairman before the party conference is a message
telling us who we should vote for at the conference,” said one CEC member.

Over 80 USDP members will vie to join the CEC at the October conference, with half of them
becoming the senior leadership of the party for the next five years.

In recent times, USDP chairs including U Thein Sein, U Shwe Mann, U Htay Oo and U Than Htay
were not elected at the party conferences, but hand-picked by former military dictator U Than
Shwe, resulting in the party splitting into factions.

Ex-president U Thein Sein to use his influence

Ex-president U Thein Sein at the USDP
headquarters in Naypyitaw in March 2017.

Now the USDP is again facing a future where
different groups are vying for power. Some
senior USDP figures want former president and
USDP chair U Thein Sein to use his influence and
intervene.

“We are asking Uncle U Thein Sein to help
choose the new chairman,” a senior party member told The Irrawaddy.

But the choice appears to have been made earlier this summer, following Min Aung
Hlaing’s meetings with U Than Shwe and U Thein Sein.

Although U Thein Sein apparently wants to stay away from politics like his mentor U Than Shwe
and has avoided publicly commenting on the USDP’s power struggles, he was behind both the
midnight coup that ousted U Shwe Mann and the replacement of U Than Htay earlier this
month.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/midday-palace-coup-myanmar-militarys-proxy-
party-leadership-power-struggle.html
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UN expert slams looming 'fraud' election in Myanmar
By AFP | 23 September 2022

Thomas Andrews, new special rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Myanmar. Photo: Twitter@KevinCChang

A UN expert on Thursday dismissed as fraudulent an
upcoming election in Myanmar, accusing the junta of
looking for a veneer of legitimacy and rebuking the
international community for not doing enough to challenge
the regime.

B THOMAS H. ANDREWS

"The junta is preparing for what it describes as an election," Thomas Andrews, the UN's special
rapporteur on the rights situation in Myanmar, told reporters in Geneva.

"This is not going to be an election. It is a fraud."

Myanmar's military seized power and toppled the democratically elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi in February 2021.

The country has been in turmoil ever since, with fighting across swathes of the country and the
economy in tatters even as the junta says it plans to hold fresh polls next August.

The military had led a bloody crackdown against their opposition, with nearly 2,300 civilians
killed and 15,000 more arrested, according to a local monitor.

With the announced elections, the junta is looking "to create the sense of legitimacy and
inevitability", Andrews said.

"It is very important that nations do not fall into the trap of appearing to support that fraud,
either with technical assistance or advice of any kind," he added.

"Don't be part of this atrocity that's going on in Myanmar," said Andrews.

Earlier, he shared details of a September 16 attack by the Myanmar military on a school, in
which at least 13 people had been killed, including 11 students.

Neighbouring countries, specifically members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) could expect a flood of refugees if these abuses continued, he warned.

And on Wednesday, during a presentation to the UN Human Rights Council, Andrews said he
was surprised by the double standard of how quickly the world body and other countries had
reacted to Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

"So the question is, why can't this happen with respect to the atrocities that are being placed
upon the people of Myanmar?" he said.
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Myanmar Junta Tries to Confront Anti-Regime Beauty Queen Stranded in Thailand
By THE IRRAWADDY | 23 September 2022

Han Lay raises international awareness of the regime's
brutality against Myanmar people on stage at the Miss
Grand International 2020 pageant in March 2021. /
Miss Grand International

Representatives of the Myanmar military regime
attempted on Thursday night to gain physical access to
an anti-regime Myanmar beauty queen who is stuck at
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Airport after being denied

entry by Thai immigration.

Miss Grand International Myanmar 2020 Han Lay, who has been stranded at the airport since
Wednesday upon her arrival from Vietnam, wrote on her Facebook: “Myanmar Police are now
at the Suvanabumi Airport and they are trying to reach me out to talk with me.”

She told The Irrawaddy on Friday morning that some Myanmar officials claiming to be “police”
had asked Thai authorities to let them meet her.

’

“Thai authorities asked me if I’'m OK to meet them. | said no. | have informed the UNHCR, too,”
she said, referring to the UN’s refugee agency.

She was meeting with UNHCR officials on Friday.

On March 27 last year, less than two months after the February 2021 coup, Han
Lay appealed through the media in Thailand, where she had been competing in a beauty
pageant, for international help to rescue Myanmar from the regime.

Since then she has been living there and speaking out against the regime. On Sept. 18 she left
for Vietnam to renew her visa and was detained at the airport on her return to Thailand.

In her interview with The Irrawaddy on Thursday, she said Thai immigration told her that her
passport was on an Interpol list and was registered as missing.

Thai immigration police denied detaining her, saying they merely restricted her to the transit
area so she can leave for another country, because she doesn’t have the proper documentation
to enter the kingdom.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-tries-to-confront-anti-regime-
beauty-qgueen-stranded-in-thailand.html
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16th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Transnational Crime and its related meeting held via
video conferencing

PUBLISHED 23 SEPTEMBER 2022

The 16th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on
Transnational Crime-AMMTC and its related
meeting held via video conferencing on September

16" ASEAN MINISTERIAL MEETING ON TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 2 1 .
AND TS RELATED MEETINGS.

20™ - 27 SEPTEMBER 2022

~m=gE 3= M Deputy Minister for Home Affairs/Chief of
Myanmar Police Force Maj-Gen Zin Min Htet and
{ E ¥ high ranking police officials attended the video

f ’WT,H“]““ B conferencing.

Minister-level AMMTC leaders and high-ranking officials from 10 ASEAN countries and China,

Japan, and South Korea and ASEAN Deputy Secretary General and representatives attended its
related meetings.

Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Home Affairs Minister Samdech Kralahorm Sar Kheng
acted as chairman and delivered an opening speech. Later, ASEAN Deputy Secretary General
H.E.R.M.Michale Tane explained latest development in the ASEAN region and implementations
being carried by AMMTC in accordance with ASEAN standard.

Chairmen of DGICM, SOMTC and ASEANAPOL then explained results accrued from the
respective meetings. Afterwards, ministers from 10 ASEAN countries exchanged views on
implementations they've made in combatting transnational crimes.

Deputy Minister Chief of Myanmar Police Force Maj-Gen Zin Min Htet said that it is important
to increase international cooperation. Arms smuggling crimes are linked to terrorist groups and
pose a threat to the safety and security of communities, he added.

He also said that exchange of information must be increased among countries, especially with
Interpol and ASEANPOL. A joint statement was approved at the 16th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting
on Transnational Crime (AMMTC). ASEAN partners meeting of China, Japan and Korea will be
held on September 22.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/16th-asean-ministerial-meeting-on-transnational-crime-
and-its-related-meeting-held-via-video
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