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NUG: Over 3,000 Civilians Killed by Myanmar Regime Since Last September

As struggle rages on, Myanmar’s resistance prepares to go on the offensive

Five local militia members killed in Sagaing region’s Budalin township

Pro-Myanmar Junta Militia Sells NLD Supporters’ Possessions

Five political prisoners ‘in a safe place’ after daring escape

Myanmar junta troops attacked after torching resistance base in Magway

KIA Ambushes Regime Vehicle Convoy In Chipwi

Regime Releases Human Shields In Shwegu Township

KIA Faces Off With Burma Army In Kutkai

After days of fighting, Karenni resistance alliance claims to have ‘nearly wiped out’ junta

column

Myanmar Junta Troops Retreat From Southern Shan State Town

Newly arrived Rohingya refugees say hundreds want to leave Myanmar

HRW investigates deaths in custody: “Just the tip of the iceberg”’

‘This is robbery’: junta’s property seizure spree

Like Previous Regime, Myanmar Junta Pursuing Nuclear Weapons

China-backed Port in Western Myanmar Depriving Locals of Land and Jobs
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NUG: Over 3,000 Civilians Killed by Myanmar Regime Since Last September
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 September 2022

At least 3,010 civilians were killed by Myanmar junta troops over the past 11 months, while
nearly 2,000 were injured, said the parallel National Unity Government (NUG).

With military regime forces stepping up attacks on civilian targets, the NUG’s defense ministry
said in its latest report published on Monday that the junta committed 6,305 assaults on
civilians from September last year to August this year. Sagaing Region suffered the most with
1,923 attacks, followed by Magwe with 864 and Yangon with 601.

Sagaing also saw the highest number of resistance attacks on junta forces, followed by Magwe,
according to the NUG’s report. Yangon experienced the highest number of bomb attacks on
regime targets.

Much of Myanmar has been in revolt since last year’s coup, with the regime’s deadly
crackdowns on pro-democracy protesters forcing many young people to take up arms.

Last September, the NUG declared a defensive war against the junta. Since then, the NUG’'s
armed wing, the People’s Defense Forces (PDF) and allied ethnic armed organizations (EAOs),
have escalated their attacks targeting the Myanmar military and regime administrations across
the country, including major cities.

The NUG’s defense ministry said that since the declaration of the defensive war, over 20,150
junta soldiers have been killed and another 7,000 wounded, while 1,500 resistance fighters
have died in clashes. Last week, the NUG said that the regime has now lost control of at least
half the country to PDFs and EAOs.

In response, the military regime is committing increasing numbers of atrocities including
arbitrary killings, extrajudicial executions, the use of torture, using civilians as human shields,
air and artillery strikes on civilian targets, the looting and burning of houses and the use of
sexual violence to terrorize the population.

Some 20,153 houses as well as several religious buildings have been destroyed by junta attacks.

On Monday, the United Nation’s (UN) Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar said
that there have been an increasing number of crimes against humanity and war crimes
committed by the regime since the coup.

Nicholas Koumjian, head of the UN Mechanism, called on all countries to support breaking the
cycle of impunity in Myanmar and bringing perpetrators of the most serious crimes to justice.

Rights group the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP) said that it had confirmed
2,273 civilian deaths since the military takeover, while over 15,400 people have been arrested
by the regime.
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AAPP added that the actual numbers of deaths and detentions are likely much higher and that
it will continue to update the figures.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nug-over-3000-civilians-killed-by-myanmar-regime-
since-last-september.html

As struggle rages on, Myanmar’s resistance prepares to go on the offensive

After a year of mostly defensive actions, are the country’s anti-regime forces finally ready to
take the war to the enemy?

Tin Htet Paing | Published on Sep 13, 2022

PDF members take part in training in Kachin State (Hkun
Lat)

One year after declaring a “resistance war” against the
coup regime that seized power in February 2021, Duwa
Lashi La, the acting president of Myanmar’s shadow
National Unity Government (NUG), knows that it is still too
soon to say that victory is within reach.

Although the NUG says that the resistance has deprived the junta led by armed forces chief Min
Aung Hlaing of control over much of the country, its ultimate goal—of ending military rule once
and for all—will only be reached when it has overcome a number of serious hurdles, he says.

While a huge disparity in firepower remains one obvious challenge, another is the need to
transform the many groups opposed to the regime into a more cohesive fighting force. In a
recent interview with Myanmar Now, the NUG president stressed the importance of both
funding and training. Finding the financial means to properly equip those fighting on the
frontlines has been a major priority of the NUG, he said, but it is not the only one. Another is
providing young volunteers with training that doesn’t just make them combat-ready, but also
deepens their familiarity with codes of conduct and chains of command.

But properly armed—with both weapons and military discipline—the NUG’s People’s Defence
Force (PDF) and its many allies will ultimately prevail, he insisted.

We had no choice but to respond with the language they understand by disciplining them
with weapons. Since weapons are the only thing they care about, | believe this is the only
way of resolving the problem we are facing — Acting president Duwa Lashi La

Regarding the decision to take up arms against the regime, after decades of resisting its
predecessors by more peaceful means, he said that the junta’s brutal efforts to establish its rule
had made it unavoidable.
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“We had no choice but to respond with the language they understand by disciplining them with
weapons. Since weapons are the only thing they care about, | believe this is the only way of
resolving the problem we are facing,” he said.

The role of EAOs

Another key to success will be strengthening and expanding alliances between newly formed
armed groups and those that have fought Myanmar’s military rulers for decades. Ethnic armed
organisations (EAOs) have played a key role in sustaining the ongoing fight against the regime,
and will continue to do so as the armed resistance movement enters its next phase, which is
offensive war, according to the NUG’s defence minister, Yee Mon.

Up until this point, most engagements with junta troops have been defensive operations or
ambushes aimed at disrupting the military’s ability to send supplies and reinforcements into
conflict areas. Such actions have done little to fundamentally undermine the military’s hold on
power. Now, however, the NUG believes that it is ready to mount more direct attacks on the
junta’s command structure, Yee Mon told Myanmar Now in a recent interview.

With the help of EAOs—including some that have only recently begun to cooperate with the
NUG—the resistance will soon be able to mount military offensives that will not only liberate
more territory, but also seriously weaken the regime, he said.

Members of the Naypyitaw chapter of the NUG-led PDF
take part in military exercises (Naypyitaw PDF)

In a panel discussion held to mark the first anniversary
of the start of the resistance war against Myanmar’s
military, Yee Mon described the PDF as “a force that
the junta is unable to crush,” thanks to both the EAOs
and the public, which he said has been steadfast in its

support.

Anthony Davis, a regional security and military affairs analyst who took part in the same
discussion, concurred that the achievements of the resistance forces to date have been “truly
remarkable.” He credited this largely to the courage of the Myanmar people, but also noted
that EAOs—or ethnic resistance organisations (EROs), as they are also called—have had a
tremendous impact.

“It's important to remember that the areas where the resistance has caused the military the
most damage, has inflicted the heaviest casualties on the military, have been precisely those
areas where PDFs have been able to benefit from the experience on the battlefields of EROs,”
he said.
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The NUG, which has declined to identify each EAO ally by name, says it has worked closely with
eight groups so far. Some, such as the Karen National Union (KNU) in the south, the Kachin
Independence Army in the north, the Chin National Front (CNF) in the northwest, and the
Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP) in the east, have openly provided military training
and other forms of support. They have also fought alongside PDF forces in joint operations, in
many cases with their own officers embedded in newly formed units to act as frontline
commanders.

According to Davis, the regime is well aware of the danger that this situation poses to its
survival. Such alliances are “a critical threat” to the junta that it will seek to break by any means
possible, he said, pointing to its repeated efforts to engage in “peace talks” with individual
EAOs in recent months as one part of this strategy.

The regime even seems to fear that the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the country’s largest
and strongest EAO, could eventually end up tipping the balance in favour of the resistance. At a
meeting held in late May, it agreed in principle to the Chinese-backed group’s demand that the
Wa region be upgraded to a “self-administered state.” This appeared to have the desired effect:
In remarks made after the meeting, UWSA leaders called the post-coup crisis an “internal
affair” of the country’s ethnic Bamar majority and vowed not to take sides in the conflict.

The Arakan Army (AA), another EAO that has said it wouldn’t get involved in the “Spring
Revolution” that erupted in the wake of last year’s coup, has nonetheless said that it was a
“friend” of any group fighting against oppression. More seriously, however, it has resumed
hostilities at a time when the military is already stretched to its limits. As the conflict in Rakhine
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State continues to heat up, this could have a major impact on the course of the war elsewhere
in the country.

‘Starting from nothing’

Even before the NUG formed the PDF in May of last year, tens of thousands of young people
had begun volunteering to join the nascent armed resistance movement. This created a vast
pool of recruits ready and willing to sacrifice their lives for a cause that continues to enjoy
strong popular support.

(Over the past year, some 1,500 resistance fighters, including members of EAOs, have already
made the ultimate sacrifice, according to the NUG. Meanwhile, it estimates that more than
20,000 junta troops have lost their lives waging war on those opposed to the regime and
ordinary civilians.)

According to NUG Defence Minister Yee Mon, the number of troops currently serving in the
PDF is now around 70,000. Figures released by the ministry in May indicate that a year after its
formation, the PDF had a total of 300 active battalions and a similar number of township-based
People’s Defence Teams (PDTs). While the former operate under military divisional commands,
the latter are under the direct control of the Defence Ministry and are tasked with engaging in
urban guerrilla warfare, providing training and logistical support, and collaborating with the PDF
battalions during major operations.

In addition, there are hundreds of village- and township-based local defence forces (LDFs)
operating around the country; while independent of the NUG’s military command, these forces
often join in military actions with the PDF and its other allies. The total number of fighters
active in these LDFs is believed to be roughly equal to that serving in the PDF.

While these figures would appear to support the NUG’s claims that it has the capacity to mount
major offensives against the regime, some involved in the resistance say they are not so
certain. They note that the lack of unity among all these disparate forces remains an issue that
has yet to be resolved.

Members of a resistance force based in Sagaing Region’s
Wetlet Township in November 2021 (Daung Ni Defence
Force)

“I believe that the strength of our unity will be more
decisive than whether we go on the offensive or not,” said
Nway Oo, the spokesperson for the Civilian Defence
Security Organisation of Myaung, an LDF based in Sagaing

Region.

Speaking to Myanmar Now recently, he said that the NUG needs to do more to unify armed
groups fighting on its side before it embarks on more ambitious military operations. He added
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that after a full year of conflict, there are signs that the solidarity that has held the resistance
forces together this long is beginning to fray. The NUG must act fast to reverse this trend, he
said.

For its part, the NUG appears to be more focussed on the question of how it will arm the troops
already under its command. Vastly outgunned by the enemy, it hopes to supply some 20,000
PDF troops with rifles over the next four months, according to Yee Mon. To reach that target,
the NUG will have to spend at least $100m, he said.

As a “self-reliant revolution,” the armed resistance movement in Myanmar has had to rely
heavily on public support to meet its financial needs. While it is impossible to put an exact price
tag on the fight against the regime, NUG member Nay Phone Latt estimated in May that the
cost of the conflict was around $10m per month. While much of this has flowed through the
NUG, some has also come directly from the public to groups fighting on the ground.

Even if we are not satisfied with what it has accomplished, it is a revolution that started off
with nothing and we should recognize and understand that it has overcome many struggles
over the past year - KNU's spokesperson Saw Taw Nee

Also difficult to measure is the actual number of clashes that have taken place. While the KNU
has recorded more than 6,000 military engagements in its territory since the coup, other
groups, such as the KIA, have remained silent on the total figure in areas under their control in
order to maintain operational secrecy.

However one quantifies the scale or cost of the conflict—which has also devastated countless
livelihoods in the country—it is clear that it has been far larger than anything the regime
anticipated when it decided to overthrow Myanmar’s elected civilian government. Outrage
over that act has fuelled an uprising unlike any other the country has ever seen.

“Even if we are not satisfied with what it has accomplished, it is a revolution that started off
with nothing and we should recognize and understand that it has overcome many struggles
over the past year,” said KNU spokesperson Saw Taw Nee.

Taking the war to an enemy

In a report released earlier this month, the Special Advisory Council-Myanmar (SAC-M)—a
group of former diplomats and human rights experts monitoring the post-coup situation—
confirmed that the NUG and its allies have effective control over 52% of the country’s territory,
while the regime has stable control over just 17%, with the remainder being either heavily
contested or controlled by EAOs that have maintained ceasefire agreements with the junta.

“The trajectory of the conflict favours the resistance, and the junta is losing what control it does
have at an increasing rate despite the continued use of mass atrocities by junta forces,”
according to the report.
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Members of the Naypyitaw chapter of the NUG-led PDF
take part in military exercises (Naypyitaw PDF)

As badly as its scorched earth tactics have failed,
however, the regime has shown no signs of backing
down on its use of indiscriminate violence to impose its
, will on the country. It continues to wipe out entire
communities, sending thousands fleeing for their lives as their homes are destroyed. The
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs estimates that there are
currently around 1.2m displaced civilians in Myanmar—an increase of 800,000 since the
military takeover.

According to Saw Taw Nee, around 300,000 of those who have so far been forced to flee their
homes live in KNU territory. This was, he said, a harsh reality that groups opposed to military
rule have had to accept as a consequence of their decision to engage in armed resistance.

“The dictatorship that we are fighting is one that picks on civilians and targets them whenever
they come under fire [from their armed opponents]. It’s a huge problem that we have to do our
best to deal with,” he said.

Anthony Davis, the regional security expert, warned that there would likely be more of the
same to come. He said that Myanmar’s military has no history of breaking from within, and has
always shown itself to be more than willing to resort to extreme violence to hold on to power.

He also highlighted the fact that the resistance seems to be preparing to take its struggle to the
next stage, after a year of strategic defence based on small-scale guerrilla operations.

“The second stage is the stage of strategic balance, in which revolutionary forces are able to
organise and arm to the point which they can not only maintain their own survival but also
develop to carry the war to an enemy, which is being pushed increasingly onto the back foot,”
he said.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/as-struggle-rages-on-myanmars-resistance-prepares-
to-go-on-the-offensive

Five local militia members killed in Sagaing region’s Budalin township
Junta troops stormed a village after the battle, arresting locals and torching houses.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.13

Myanmar’s military council troops killed five members of a People’s Defense Force (PDF) in
Myanmar’s northern Sagaing region on Tuesday morning.
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Around 80 members of the military council’s 33" Division then stormed Pe Pyit Taw East
village in Budalin township, arresting 20 locals, mostly women, and burning five houses.

One member of the local PDF told RFA the junta troops took them partly by surprise.

“We were waiting for the military column as we had received the information [they were
coming]. However, the troops came from the north when we expected them to come from
the south... The battle lasted about 10 minutes,” the PDF member said.

Locals said the junta troops had left and were heading towards Chaung Mee To village.

They said more than 1,000 people from five villages in Budalin township had fled their
homes due to the military council offensive.

Residents also said internet access and phone lines had been cut in the township.

RFA has not been able to independently verify the incident and the State Administration
Council (SAC) has not released any statement on it.

Sagaing region has seen some of the fiercest fighting between junta forces and PDFs since
the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

Last month troops adopted scorched-earth tactics for nearly two weeks in the townships of
Kawlin, Kanbalu and Kyunhla, killing at least 12 civilians and burning more than 500 houses.
The attacks forced more than 20,000 residents in the to flee their homes for safety.

A report by the Institute for Strategy and Policy-Myanmar (ISP-Myanmar) said 641 battles
had been fought in Sagaing region between February 2021 and last month, accounting for
more than 10% of the clashes recorded across the country since the coup.

The Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (Burma) said on Monday 2,273 people had
been killed by the junta across Myanmar in the past 19 months.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/five-militia-killed-in-sagaing-
09132022045508.html

Pro-Myanmar Junta Militia Sells NLD Supporters’ Possessions
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 September 2022

Pro-Myanmar junta Pyu Saw Htee militia members are selling off the possessions of National
League for Democracy (NLD) supporters in Mingon village in the south of Kantbalu Township,
Sagaing Region, according to residents.

Last week they sold six cows and four buffalo owned by five families and a tractor, water pumps and
furniture owned by another villager. It was reportedly the second time they sold off NLD supporters’
property.
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U Paw Tar, whose possessions were sold by the Pyu Saw Htee, said: “I fled the village and my
neighbors told me over the phone. | asked my friends to check and they confirmed all my
possessions were gone.

“The Pyu Saw Htee members farm my 5 hectares of land and use my house as a base. | heard
they are planning to sell my house,” he added.

He estimated that the militia members had sold more than 10 million kyats worth of his
possessions.

Around 50 militia members, most of whom are villagers, led by Bo Naing, are based in the 200-
house village.

An anonymous resident said: “Pyu Saw Htee members become increasingly despicable. First
they threatened NLD supporters with their rifles, then they stole from those who fled and they
sold 14 cows and two buffalo the first time,” he said.

Pyu Saw Htee has now sold 26 cattle owned by NLD supporters.

Around 100 villagers have fled Mingon amid Pyu Saw Htee threats and members say they will
steal from anyone who does not return.

“Pyu Saw Htee members force NLD supporters out. They are beaten and harassed. The militia
members are their neighbors so they know who supports the red [NLD] and green [military] and
do as they please,” said a resident.

A Kantbalu NLD member, U Nyunt Win Naing, said: “Pyu Saw Htee members threaten to seize
cattle from deserted houses to force villagers to return but they can’t risk their lives for their
belongings.”

Pyu Saw Htee members have set up checkpoints around the village using weapons from the
junta, according to the residents.

There have been no resistance attacks on the Pyu Saw Htee in Mingon but the militia members
have allegedly killed three villagers and not returned their bodies.

The regime has carried out five air attacks with two Mi35 assault helicopters and one Mil7
transport helicopter and one Yak 130 fighter jet and the regime has airlifted in reinforcements
to Kantbalu Township five times since August 23.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/pro-myanmar-junta-militia-sells-nld-supporters-

possessions.html
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Five political prisoners ‘in a safe place’ after daring escape

The five youths, including two PDF fighters, suffered only minor injuries after breaking out of
prison in Pakokku on Saturday

Han Thit | Published on Sep 13, 2022

The five youths who escaped from a prison in
Pakokku Township pose with local defence
fighters (Young Force-UG)

Five young activists who managed to escape
from a prison in Magway Region’s Pakokku
Township on Saturday have reached a safe
area, according to local resistance sources.

The five youths, who included two People’s
Defence Force (PDF) members, fled to the town of Pakokku after breaking out of the prison,
said a spokesperson for the Pakokku PDF.

“They got out of prison on their own, but the local defence force contacted them when they
reached Pakokku and then sent them to a safe place,” the spokesperson said.

A prison source told Myanmar Now that the five prisoners escaped by cutting through the bars
of their cells and using blankets and longyis as a rope to scale the high prison wall.

The escaped prisoners were identified as Saw Tun Lin, Kaung Nyunt Lu, Kyaw Ye Lwin, Myo Lin
Aung, and Wai Phyo Thu. Two had recently completed military training in Karen (Kayin) State,
the source said.

The exact charges that had been laid against each prisoner could not be confirmed at the time
of reporting, but at least some of them had been charged with violating Myanmar’s Anti-
Terrorism Law, the source added.

According to the Pakokku PDF spokesperson, the five youths had suffered only minor injuries
during their escape.

“They were injured as they had to get through electrified fences and jump from high places,” he
said.

He added that junta soldiers arrived at Pakokku Prison soon after the escape and took five
prisoners and several prison officers away in four vehicles.

Myanmar Now was unable to independently confirm this information.

Saturday’s jailbreak marked the first time since last year’s coup that prisoners had succeeded in
liberating themselves from junta custody.
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However, in June, resistance forces overran a police station in southern Myawaddy Township in
Karen State, rescuing PDF fighters who had been detained there for more than 100 days.

There have also been reports in Sagaing Region of PDF groups freeing civilians held hostage by
regime forces.

According to the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, there are currently more than
12,000 people detained for opposing the coup still being being held in Myanmar’s prisons.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/five-political-prisoners-in-a-safe-place-after-daring-
escape

Myanmar junta troops attacked after torching resistance base in Magway

Anti-regime groups based near the town of Kyaukhtu have had multiple clashes with regime
forces in recent days

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 13, 2022

Resistance fighters in Kyaukhtu (The Youth Force)

Resistance fighters whose base in the Magway Region
town of Kyaukhtu was torched over the weekend say
they retaliated on Monday by attacking the junta
troops responsible.

Bo Kyay, a battalion commander of the group Youth
Force (Saw and Kyaukhtu), said his troops and
members of the Kyaukhtu People’s Defence Force
(PDF) used artillery to target a column of around 90 soldiers after they attacked their base on
Sunday.

The soldiers, from Light Infantry Division 77, were temporarily stationed about 5km from the
destroyed Youth Force base when they came under attack, he said.

“We tracked them down and fired at them when they stopped near a local village. They still
haven’t entered any village. They’re staying in the woods,” he told Myanmar Now.

According to Bo Kyay, the two groups also fired on the regime forces when they were
destroying their base.

He said that the junta troops torched a barracks and a supply garage and stole five motorcycles
and some household appliances from the base. A number of nearby farms huts were also
burned down, he added.
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The remains of the Kyaukhtu resistance base that was
torched on September 11 (The Youth Force)

He said that the attack on the base had been anticipated
because members of his group had noticed drones in the
area for several days.

“We knew they were coming, so we warned our troops.
They all got out safely, thanks to that,” said Bo Kyay.

Clashes were also reported in the area last Friday, when junta soldiers who had been launching
assaults between Kyaukhtu and Mindat in neighbouring Chin State came under attack from a
combined force of troops from the Kyaukhtu PDF and the Mindat branch of the Chinland
Defence Force.

It was unclear if there were any casualties from the recent fighting.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-junta-troops-attacked-after-torching-
resistance-base-in-magway

KIA Ambushes Regime Vehicle Convoy In Chipwi
13th September 2022

The Burma Army (BA) has suffered casualties in a
raid by Kachin Independence Army (KIA) Brigade
4 (Battalion 4) on its convoy of four vehicles at
the entrance of Chipwi Township while travelling
from Myitkyina in Kachin State.

“There weren’t that many soldiers in the convoy,
which was mainly carrying food rations,” said a KIA officer at the front, explaining that they
attacked them between Lor Hser and Sanikhu villages in Shangaw village tract because they
knew the soldiers would take that route.

He said three BA troops were killed and at least five injured in the attack at 11am on 8
September on the convoy carrying 20 BA soldiers.

After the raid, it was forced to retreat back to the Kachin State capital, locals told KNG. Since
last year’s coup, the armed group has frequently attacked junta vehicles transporting essential
items for the military to the township.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/13/kia-ambushes-regime-vehicle-convoy-in-chipwi/
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Regime Releases Human Shields In Shwegu Township

13th September 2022

The regime released 50 men and women it had abducted
to use as human shields for its soldiers as they travelled
through Shwegu Township in Kachin State.

A local source, who doesn’t want to be named for fear of
reprisals, said the army forced villagers from Thayar Kon
to walk in front of them and carry food and military
supplies while they were on patrol. Some of them were
arrested while they were working in their rice and vegetable farms outside their village.

“After the Burma Army (BA) caught them, the soldiers started torching the houses in the village.
When they looked up to see the burning houses, they kicked them in the face with their boots,”
he said.

At least six people suffered serious injuries in the attacks. The soldiers burnt down three houses
in Thayar Kon, which consists of about 200 houses and is located on the banks of the Irrawaddy
River, about 7 miles from Shwegu town.

The military released the villagers near Kyauk Gyi on 8 September, two days after their
abduction.

Since last year’s coup, there has been repeated fighting in Shwegu Township between BA and
allied forces, the Kachin Independence Army and the People’s Defence Force.

https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/13/regime-releases-human-shields-in-shwegu-township/

KIA Faces Off With Burma Army In Kutkai

By SHAN - September 13, 2022

Kutkai township northern Shan State

For the past week, fighting has been escalating between
regime troops and the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
in Kutkai Township in northern Shan State. Clashes
occurred recently at the foot of Loi Samsip Mountain, a
local who requested anonymity told SHAN.

"The fighting took place near a crossroads at Nam Per
Hkee, where KIA soldiers are active,” said the man, who
was unable to give details of casualties at press time.

Page 15 of 81


https://kachinnews.com/2022/09/13/regime-releases-human-shields-in-shwegu-township/
https://english.shannews.org/archives/author/shannews

If the BA advances further into the region, the KIA, which is stationed in the jungle below the
mountain, will attack them, the source explained. The regime has also advanced near Mang
Pein, where clashes also occurred recently.

Earlier, violent clashes occurred near a junta toll booth on the Hsenwi-Kutkai road, where BA
shelling wounded three Maw Hip villagers, including two children.

According to reports from locals, the fighting is expected to continue after both groups
dispatched more troops to the township.

https://english.shannews.org/archives/25331

After days of fighting, Karenni resistance alliance claims to have ‘nearly wiped out’ junta
column

Around 60 Myanmar army soldiers are killed during four days of fighting along the Shan-Karenni
border, the KNDF and PDF say

Esther ) | Published on Sep 13, 2022

Personal effects and badges taken from junta soldiers
killed in Moebye (Moebye PDF)

Four days of battles in Moebye, a town in Pekhon
Township along southern Shan State’s border with
Karenni State, left some 60 Myanmar junta troops dead
by Sunday, according to the resistance forces involved
in the fighting.

The casualties came from two columns, according to an information officer from the Karenni
Nationalities Defence Force (KNDF). They were killed after being surrounded in Pwel Kone Ward
3 by guerrilla fighters from multiple allied groups active in the area, including the KNDF, the
Moebye and Pekhon People’s Defence Forces (PDFs), and the Urban Revolution Front.

Some 100 soldiers occupying Wari Su Palai village marched towards Moebye on September 8,
which ignited fighting with resistance forces. They were joined by reinforcement troops from
the Moebye-based Light Infantry Battalion 422, according to the KNDF.

They then became trapped at a post they had set up in the Holy Mother of God Church in Pwel
Kone, the KNDF spokesperson said.

“They launched a heavy fire of artillery shells at Moebye in order to rescue their trapped
soldiers. They also launched airstrikes,” he told Myanmar Now.
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By the morning of September 11, no more reinforcements were arriving in Moebye, although
military movements were seen around the Karenni State capital of Loikaw, around 17km to the
southeast.

While the KNDF reported that “nearly 60 soldiers” were killed in total in the Moebye battles
between September 8 and 11, the Moebye PDF stated that the total was 65, documenting the
casualties on a daily basis. The group claimed that 10 troops were killed on September 8, then
15 on each of the next two days, and 25 on September 11.

“Not much is left of that column. They couldn’t even send reinforcements to them. They could
only rely on heavy artillery shells and airstrikes,” an officer in the Pekhon PDF said.

The bodies of junta soldiers killed in the Moebye clashes
(KNDF)

Photos released by the resistance indicated that weapons
were also seized from the defeated Myanmar military unit.

“This was the most severe fighting we have ever taken part
in. Nearly their entire column was wiped out,” the officer
added.

At least two resistance fighters were confirmed to have been killed in the clashes, one from the
Pekhon PDF and one from the Urban Revolution Front.

No fighting was reported on Monday, but military units based in Loikaw reportedly fired three
heavy artillery shells in the direction of Moebye.

According to a statement released on Monday morning by the Progressive Karenni People’s
Force, at least 100 houses were destroyed in Moebye by the shelling and airstrikes carried out
in the preceding days.

The military council does not typically disclose information about clashes with resistance forces
nationwide.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/after-days-of-fighting-karenni-resistance-alliance-
claims-to-have-nearly-wiped-out-junta-column

Myanmar Junta Troops Retreat From Southern Shan State Town
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta forces have retreated from Moebye in Pekon Township, southern Shan State,
after reportedly suffering heavy losses during four days of attacks.
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Clashes broke out in Moebye last Thursday when resistance groups and ethnic armed
organizations, including the Karenni National Defense Force (KNDF) and the Karenni Army,
attacked approximately 300 regime troops raiding the town.

An estimated 85 regime soldiers were reportedly killed, despite regular indiscriminate junta
aerial and artillery strikes.

A large haul of weapons and ammunition was purportedly seized by the resistance groups.

On Monday morning, regime forces deployed around a church retreated to their former base
near Hwari Suplai village, according to the KNDF and Moebye People’s Defense Force.

Retreating junta soldiers left numerous landmines around the church, which were defused by
resistance groups on Monday. They seized large amounts of junta ammunition left in the
church, the groups said.

“Fighter jets bombed us like rain but their foot soldiers are weak,” a KNDF spokesman told The
Irrawaddy on Tuesday. “We are ready to break any junta offensive.”

During the fighting, two resistance fighters and an eight-year-old were killed and more than 50
resistance troops were injured and over 100 buildings destroyed in regime bombardments.

Around 5,000 Moebye residents fled their homes and resistance groups urged them not to
come back due to the risk of more clashes and the danger of landmines.

The junta is facing repeated attacks across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-troops-retreat-from-southern-shan-
state-town.html

Newly arrived Rohingya refugees say hundreds want to leave Myanmar

Shells landing in Bangladesh during fighting in Rakhine state led to diplomatic protests by
Dhaka.

By Sunil Barua and Abdur Rahman for BenarNews | 2022.09.13

Abul Wafa, his wife, Minara, and Dildar Begum (right), joined
by two infants, have settled into a Rohingya camp in Cox’s
Bazar after fleeing from Myanmar’s Rakhine state, Sept. 10,
2022. BenarNews

Hundreds of people were waiting to cross into Bangladesh
from Myanmar, a small group of newly arrived Rohingya
told BenarNews, amid fierce fighting close to the border
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that has sparked diplomatic protests over reports of artillery and mortar shells landing in
Bangladeshi territory.

One of the new arrivals said he saw “several hundred” people clustered along a river that
separates Cox’s Bazar district in southeastern Bangladesh from Myanmar’s Rakhine state,
and who were trying to cross the frontier several days ago. It was not immediately clear
what happened to those other people apparently displaced by intense clashes in recent
weeks between Burmese junta forces and Arakan Army (AA) rebels.

In Bangladesh, where the government has tightened security along the border amid the
violence in Rakhine, authorities have not confirmed reports of any new refugee arrivals or
influx into Cox’s Bazar.

Meanwhile, a Rohingya leader said that at least five Rohingya fleeing Myanmar had arrived
at a Cox’s Bazar camp in recent days.

“Two Rohingya families of five people, including two infants, have taken shelter at the
Lambasia camp in Ukhia,” Muhammed Jubair, secretary general of the Arakan Rohingya
Society for Peace and Human Rights (ARSPH), told BenarNews.

The adults were identified as Abul Wafa, his wife, Minara, and another woman, Dildar
Begum.

Wafa said they fled from Buthidaung in Myanmar on Sept. 6 as junta and AA forces clashed.

“The junta started torturing the Rohingya in Buthidaung,” he told BenarNews. “That’s why
we came to Bangladesh to save our lives, but we are also hiding here.”

“When we were entering Bangladesh, we saw several hundred Rohingya people, mostly
women and children waiting to leave near the Naf River,” Wafa said.

Two days earlier, on Sept. 4, the Foreign Ministry issued a news release expressing “deep
concern” over mortars that reportedly landed on the Bangladeshi side of the frontier the day
before. The release noted that Myanmar Ambassador U Aung Kyaw Moe was summoned
regarding the incident, just as he had been summoned on Aug. 21 and 28.

“During the meeting, the ambassador was also told that such activities are of grave threat to
the safety and security of the peace-loving people, violation of the border agreement
between Bangladesh and Myanmar and contrary to the good neighborly relationship,” the
ministry said.

On Tuesday, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal said he expected firing inside
Myanmar along the border to end soon.
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“We heard that a group called Arakan Army was fighting with the government forces inside
Myanmar. When the government forces attack the Arakan Army, some shells land inside our
territory,” he told reporters.

“Our Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB), as well as Foreign Ministry, have strongly protested
the incidents by calling the ambassador of Myanmar.”

Refugees’ accounts

Jubair said Wafa and the others sheltered with a relative after arriving in Bangladesh before
moving into another camp.

Wafa said his group gave a boatman a piece of gold jewelry to carry them across the Naf
River because they had no money to pay him.

Dildar Begum, 22, said her husband, Syed Ullah, was killed by the “Mogh army” a month ago.
She was referring to the Arakan Army although “Mogh” is a term that Rohingya also often
use to refer to the Burmese military.

“1 fled with Wafa’s family to Bangladesh as there was no other option for me,” she told
BenarNews.

In Rakhine state, an official with the AA rebels denied that the group was targeting members
of the stateless Rohingya Muslim minority.

“The allegations on AA targeting Muslims are not just wrong but baseless accusations,
because the fighting [in the state between Arakan Army and junta troops] has been more
than a month,” Khine Thu Kha, a spokesman for the rebel group, told RFA Burmese.

“We want to question back, did you guys see or hear any report of a Muslim killed or injured
by the fighting? Did you hear any report or see anyone saying there was a shell or a bullet
from AA falling in a Muslim village so far? Otherwise, it is just an accusation with other
intentions to defame our organization.”

Despite the claims made by the Rohingya, Md. Shamsud Douza, Bangladesh’s commissioner for
Refugee Relief and Repatriation, said there was no official information about any new arrivals
from Rakhine state infiltrating Bangladesh territory.

“Clashes are occurring between two groups in Myanmar. It is very normal that it will create
some tension on our border as a neighboring country,” he told BenarNews. “Our decision is
very clear — we cannot allow even a single Rohingya to enter Bangladesh.”

Robiul Islam, additional superintendent of police, said his unit was “not sure about a fresh
entry of Rohingya but we are looking into the matter.”

Sheikh Khalid Mohammad Iftekhar, a senior official of Border Guard Bangladesh, said the
border police force had tightened security at the frontier to prevent any attempts by
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refugees to enter the country. From January to June, 478 Rohingya were denied entry and
four were arrested, according to the BGB.

Repatriation hopes

A Rohingya who lives in Maungdaw, Myanmar, and asked to not be named for security
concerns, said that the increasing conflict in the state had dampened Rohingya hopes for
repatriation.

“It will be difficult for them to return in this situation. The current situation will not allow
them to come here,” the resident told RFA.

“The situation here is not very good. There is no security. People here are fleeing to other
areas because fighting is going on. In this situation, they will not be able to come back.”

Fighting between the military and the AA resumed in July. Oo Maung Ohn, a resident of
Maungdaw Township, blamed the resurgence in Rakhine State after a nearly two-year
ceasefire on the junta.

“Do you know why all this fighting resumed? They (the junta) closed the roads and started
the fighting and they arrested many innocent people,” he told RFA. “They arrested village
administrators, questioned them and hit them.”

Rakhine State Attorney General Hla Thein, a junta spokesman, did not immediately respond
to RFA requests for comment.

Army leaders from 24 countries including the U.S., China,
India and Indonesia meet with Rohingya at a refugee
camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, Sept. 13, 2022. Credit:
BenarNews

Regional army chief visit camps

Meanwhile, top army officers from 24 countries,
including the United States, China and India, who were
taking part in a conference in Dhaka, took a side trip on
Tuesday to visit the Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar.

The delegation, including Bangladesh Army Chief Gen. S.M. Shafiuddin Ahmed and Gen.
Charles A. Flynn, the American army chief in the Indo-Pacific, spoke with Rohingya leaders at
the camps. The U.S. military did not immediately release details of those discussions.

While delivering the keynote address during the first day of the conference on Monday,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina warned that the prolonged stay of more than 1 million
Rohingya in the crowded Cox’s Bazar camps had become a serious security and stability
concern.
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Most of those refugees, about 740,000, fled from Rakhine state during a Myanmar
government crackdown five years ago. Within months, Bangladesh and Myanmar officials
agreed to repatriate the Rohingya, but none have returned to their homeland under the
program.

Ahammad Foyez in Dhaka and RFA Burmese contributed to this report by BenarNews, an
RFA-affiliated news service.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/bandladesh-rohingya-09132022175033.html

HRW investigates deaths in custody: “Just the tip of the iceberg”

By Mizzima |

Relatives and friends of National League for Democracy member
Khin Maung Latt, react during his funeral service in Muslim
tradition held by the members of National League for Democracy
(NLD) party in Yangon, Myanmar, 07 March 2021. Photo: EPA

Rights organisation, Human Rights Watch (HRW) has
documented the deaths of six detained activists that involved
apparent torture or the denial of adequate medical care.

The junta authorities have not seriously investigated these deaths or taken action against those
responsible.

“The six deaths Human Rights Watch documented are just the tip of the iceberg of suffering
and torture of those detained by Myanmar’s military and police,” said Manny Maung, Myanmar
researcher at Human Rights Watch. “Given the junta’s cruelty in all aspects of its rule, there’s
little surprise that no evident action has been taken to investigate deaths in custody and bring
those responsible to justice.”

Human Rights Watch says that the junta should immediately end its abuses against those
opposed to military rule, including arbitrary arrests and detention, torture and other ill-
treatment, and unfair trials. Deaths in custody should be immediately reported with proper
documentation to the person’s family, the body should be returned, and those responsible for
abuses held to account.

The Thailand-based Assistance Association for Political Prisoners estimates that at least 73
people have died in police or military custody in police stations, military interrogation centers,
and prisons since the coup, which effectively ended the democratic transition under Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD). These deaths are only a small percentage of the
at least 690 people that have been killed shortly after being apprehended by the security
forces, often during military operations in ethnic minority areas. The military junta has only
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acknowledged a few custodial deaths but attributes them to illness or heart failure. However,
human rights activists, witnesses, and sources close to the victims said that the physical
evidence available indicates that many died from torture or other mistreatment, including poor
detention conditions and a lack of access to adequate medical care.

Human Rights Watch documented the six deaths between May and July, remotely interviewing
10 witnesses and others familiar with the cases, reviewing 40 photographs and 5 videos posted
to social media platforms, and obtaining independent medical analysis of the visual evidence by
an emergency physician with expertise in torture.

The six men were all political activists or vocal opponents of the military junta in Yangon,
Mandalay, and Sagaing Regions. Khin Maung Latt, 58, Zaw Myat Lynn, 46, and Than Tun Oo, 48,
were NLD members apparently arrested for their political affiliation. Khet Thi, 43, Tin Maung
Myint, 52, and Kyaw Swe Nyein,

55, joined or led protest movements after the coup. Five died within 24 hours of being arrested
and interrogated, while Kyaw Swe Nyein, died two months after his arrest.

Myanmar police and soldiers arrested five of the six victims during night raids; they arrested the
sixth, Than Tun Oo, in Mandalay during the day. In all but one of the cases, the arrests were
carried out during joint military-police operations. A law enacted in March formally brought the
police under junta control, requiring police officers to comply with all military orders, including
taking part in military operations.

Photographs of five of the victims show physical marks on their bodies or heads that indicate
torture. There are no photographs of Than Tun O0’s body since junta authorities said he was
cremated soon after he died.

Dr. Rohini Haar, an emergency physician whom Human Rights Watch consulted, analyzed
images of the bodies: “Having reviewed photographs and videos of the five victims after their
deaths, it is clear from the physical marks on the bodies and faces that these men suffered
immensely, and that torture occurred.... There are so many signs of abuse and torture that it is
hard to pinpoint exactly what killed these individuals.”

None of the men’s families received official medical certificates, cause of death, or autopsy
reports, despite evidence that autopsies were conducted on four of the six bodies. The junta
should issue medical certificates for all death-in-custody cases and provide autopsy reports to
families if autopsies were performed.

Four of the victims ‘families said they felt pressured by officials to have the bodies cremated
immediately, presumably to hide evidence of wrongdoing. Two families said they buried their
loved ones quickly out of fear the authorities would confiscate the body.

The UN special rapporteur on Myanmar said in October 2021 that he had received credible
reports of “over 8,000 arbitrarily detained with many tortured, including dozens who were
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tortured to death.” At the UN Human Rights Council in March, former UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet said she had received credible reports that at least 21
percent of deaths by the security forces had occurred while victims were in custody.

Human Rights Watch has found that the junta’s widespread and systematic abuses since the
coup amount to crimes against humanity, which include murder, torture, and wrongful
imprisonment.

The UN Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death (2016) sets out
that all death-in-custody cases should be subjected to “prompt, impartial, and effective
investigations into the circumstances and causes” of the death. In addition, “family members
should be informed immediately and thereafter a notification of death posted in an easily
accessible way. To the extent possible, family members should also be consulted prior to an
autopsy. They should be entitled to have a representative present during the autopsy ...
[H]luman remains should be returned to family members, allowing them to dispose of the
deceased according to their beliefs.”

The UN, regional bodies, and governments — including the European Union, United States,
United Kingdom, and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) — should specifically raise
concerns about deaths in custody and press the junta to end them, Human Rights Watch said.
They should strengthen targeted sanctions against military-owned businesses, the military and
the State Administration Council (SAC) junta leadership under Sr. Gen. Min Aung Hlaing.

The UN Security Council should urgently take measures against the junta, including by referring
the situation in the country to the International Criminal Court and passing a resolution to
impose a global arms embargo.

“The deaths of people in custody are among the hidden atrocities that junta security forces are
committing every day,” Maung said. “Concerned governments should be ensuring global
condemnation of these horrific abuses.”

https://mizzima.com/article/hrw-investigates-deaths-custody-just-tip-iceberg

‘This is robbery’: junta’s property seizure spree
SEPTEMBER 13, 2022

Late last year, the military regime began seizing the homes of its political opponents as part of
an intimidation strategy that has inflicted hardship on hundreds of families.

Ma Honey Nway Oo, 23, was a rising star before the military seized power in February 2021,
with one film and numerous commercials to her name. But after the coup, the actress and
model gave up her dreams of the silver screen to join mass protests against the junta.
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Yangon apartments pictured in February 2020.
(Frontier)

Honey Nway Oo’s activism made her a target for arrest
and in mid-2021 she fled Yangon, joining a resistance
group known as the Student Armed Force. They are
based in territory under the control of an ethnic armed
organisation, which she prefers not to disclose.

| would be armed, but | chose to fight against injustice by doing what | could,” she said.
But Honey Nway Oo’s stand against dictatorship came at a cost to her family.

On July 3 at around 3pm, soldiers and police arrived at her family’s home on the lower block of
15t Street in Yangon’s downtown Lanmadaw Township and posted a notice declaring that it
had been confiscated by the junta. Family friends later contacted her to tell her what had
happened.

“There were about 20 soldiers and police. First they closed the road. Then they locked the
house and posted the notice of confiscation,” she said.

Honey Nway O0’s parents lived in the three-storey building, which had been owned by the
family for generations.

“My parents have lost the house they lived in all their lives. | feel very sad about that,” she said.
“It's completely unfair. | feel really sorry for my parents that this happened.”

Honey Nway Oo0’s anguish and the plight of her parents has been shared by hundreds of people
throughout the country since late 2021, when the regime council began seizing the homes and
valuables of protesters and their families, as well as members of the National League for
Democracy including those who won seats in the 2020 polls. The NLD won that an election in a
landslide, which the military refused to recognise, blaming the victory on unsubstantiated
allegations of voter fraud.

As of the end of August, 760 properties had been seized since the coup, according to figures
compiled by the Assistance Association for Political Prisoners, a monitoring group.

The Institute for Strategy and Policy — Myanmar, a think tank, reported that 147 of the
properties seized as of May 20 were owned by lawmakers, 66 by other members of the NLD,
and 373 owned by ordinary civilians, including activists.

“This is robbery. The military stole our property,” said Ko Yan Aung Myo, an MP who
represented Sinbaungwe 1 in the Magway Region parliament for the NLD.
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On March 7, 2021, the junta issued a warrant for Yan Aung Myo’s arrest for incitement under
section 505A of the Penal Code, a political offence for which the maximum penalty is three
years’ imprisonment.

About eight months later, in November, soldiers and the village head arrived at Yan Aung Myo’s
home in Sinbaungwe Township and announced the confiscation of two houses owned by his
family.

The two wooden houses had been built by the family with their hard-earned savings from their
small farm.

“My family worked hard and saved money for years to be able to build these houses and now
they just took our homes,” he said.

The sudden eviction created many difficulties for the family.

“At that time, my parents, sister, and brother and his wife lived in the family homes. Having to
move out suddenly was difficult,” he recalled.

“After being forced out, my family hid in a forest for a week because they were afraid of being
arrested. Then they were able to move somewhere safe. Now my family faces many difficulties
because they don’t have their own home,” Yan Aung Myo said.

Ma Thant Wai Kyaw endured a similar plight. In the 2020 vote, she was re-elected to Kalay-2 in
the Sagaing Region parliament for the NLD. On January 20 this year, the regime seized her
three properties in Kalay town, including her parents’ home.

“They confiscated the three properties in a week — my parent’s house, the hostel we ran as a
business, and a home being built for me and my husband,” she said.

“My husband and | were building that house because we wanted to start a new life,” said Thant
Wai Kyaw. “We are still paying off the cost of the land for that new home.”

She said the total value of the three properties was more than K600 million (US$286,000 at
official exchange rates).

“We gave our blood and sweat to own these houses. Now we have nothing,” said Thant Wai
Kyaw. “I feel really sad for our parents, who had nothing to do with politics.”
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A flash mob protest in Yangon’s Sanchaung Township in
April 2021. (Frontier)

‘If you oppose the military, your family will suffer’

] The parents of Ko Min Han Htet, president of the Dagon
University Student Union, also had their home and
swimming pool business seized by the junta in June last
year.

“My parents have been on the run ever since their
house was confiscated. | don’t know where they are living,” he told Frontier on September 1.

As a participant in the anti-coup movement, Min Han Htet expected that his parents’ home
would be raided and searched, but he never thought it would be confiscated. He said the three-
storey home in Yangon’s outer northern Mingaladon Township cost more than K150 million
(576,000) to build.

Min Han Htet said he believed the regime had begun seizing the property of activists as part of
a strategy of intimidation to discourage participation in the Spring Revolution, as the anti-
military uprising is known.

“The army arrested activists and imprisoned them, but the anti-coup movement continued.
Because of that [the regime] began targeting the activists’ families. If you oppose the military,
your family will suffer and you will lose everything,” he said.

“They want people to be too afraid to join the revolution. They are trying to control us with
intense fear. Something similar is happening in Sagaing Region; if you accept the People’s
Defence Force in your village, the military will burn it down,” he added.

PDFs are armed resistance groups formed in opposition to the coup, with Sagaing emerging as
one of their strongholds.

Thant Wai Kyaw said the military was increasingly confiscating homes in areas where it had lost
control, an observation borne out by the number of seizures in Sagaing Region. The military has
seized 159 houses in Sagaing, the most of any region or state, followed by 122 in Yangon
Region, according to the ISP-Myanmar report.

“Sagaing is a stronghold of the resistance and the People’s Defence Forces. The military cannot
control Sagaing, that’s why the most properties have been confiscated there,” said Thant Wai
Kyaw. “They are trying to use any means possible to scare the people, but it is not working.”

Parents disown their children

In November 2021, notices began appearing in newspapers announcing that parents had
disowned sons, daughters, nieces, nephews and grandchildren who had publicly opposed the
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coup. The notices followed a warning by the junta that it would seize the properties of anti-
coup activists.

Many activists who have been publicly disowned by their parents have expressed
understanding, or even encouraged the move.

“If their homes are confiscated, my family will have nowhere to go. | didn’t want anything to
happen to my parents, so | asked them to disown me,” said Ko Thaw Zin*, a member of the
General Strike Committee.

Thaw Zin said his parents were initially reluctant to disown him, but after he explained the
situation, they placed a notice the military-run newspaper, Myawady Daily, last November.

“My mother cried every day for more than a month. She told me | was no longer her son by
law. | cried for a long time, too,” Thaw Zin said. “Even now when | think about it, it hurts me to
death. But this is the best way for me to continue my involvement in the revolution.”

Honey Nway Oo also urged her parents to disown her.

“My parents flatly refused. There was no way we could negotiate. They said they couldn’t
denounce me because they did not believe | had done anything wrong,” she said, adding that
the situation made her sad.

Thaw Zin said that even if parents publicly disowned their children, the military could still seize
family properties.

In this photo released in June 2021 by the Myanmar
Commander-In-Chief Office, security forces arrest a man
during a raid in Mandalay following a clash with
resistance groups. (Handout / AFP)

The impact on property rentals

The fear instilled by the junta’s property seizure blitz also
; i extends to properties where activists have lived, which
they don’t even own. This is now having implications for the rental market.

Ma Thin Thin*, a real estate agent for more than 10 years in Yangon’s Sanchaung Township,
said most landlords were reluctant to rent to young people because they feared that their
property might be seized by the military.

“Landlords are afraid of having their property confiscated. If four or five young people want to
rent a property, the landlord will not accept them,” she said.

In September of last year, the regime warned that it would seize property from landlords if
their renters were found to have used the property to stage attacks.
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“Seizing property because of tenants is cruel; how can the landlord know if a tenant is a
member of a People’s Defence Force or not?” Thin Thin added.

As protection, most landlords offer leases that require tenants to agree to observe mandatory
guest registration regulations and to avoid any activities that violate the law.

The caution of landlords has made it difficult even for peaceful activists to find safe houses in
Yangon.

“It's becoming difficult to find accommodation for comrades who want to hold flash mob
protests. In the future, it might be even worse,” said Min Han Htet from the Dagon University
Student Union.

The arrest of activists and the difficulty they face arranging accommodation seems to be an
attempt to squeeze out guerrilla attacks and flash protests in order to crush resistance in the
cities.

“The revolution has been able to continue so far because of the participation of the public. So,
it is important for the people to keep participating in various ways, in the long run,” said Min
Han Htet.

Thant Wai Kyaw in Kalay believes the confiscation of homes and other property will motivate
the people to fight harder to bring down the military dictatorship.

“This is a revolution, so there will be losses. The military’s actions will make the people fight
with all their might to overthrow the junta. This army must fall,” she said.

When that happens, Thant Wai Kyaw expects to reclaim her property.

“I truly believe that our family will have the right to return to our home in the near future. The
dictatorship will fall because the people will keep fighting; that is what | always keep in my
mind,” she said.

*Denotes use of pseudonym upon request for safety reasons

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/this-is-robbery-juntas-property-seizure-spree/

Like Previous Regime, Myanmar Junta Pursuing Nuclear Weapons
By THE IRRAWADDY | 13 September 2022

His most recent visit to Russia has made it increasingly clear that junta chief and militarist Min
Aung Hlaing is chasing the unrealized dream of his predecessor as military dictator, Than Shwe:
to possess a nuclear weapon.
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Some two decades ago, revealing his desire for an atom bomb as a deterrent against external
threats and provocations, Than Shwe told his confidant, then Science and Technology Minister
U Thaung, “Ko Thaung, if possible, do make an atom bomb, [I don’t mind] even if it is just the
size of a bael fruit.” The military dictator said this during a regular informal evening meeting of
generals at the War Office, according to a military official who was in attendance. U Thaung was
also a former military officer.

Min Aung Hlaing, who was handpicked by Than Shwe, has inherited this dream.

During his trip to Russia last week, Min Aung Hlaing again met Alexey Likhachev, director
general of Russian state energy company Rosatom. The junta chief previously met him during a
weeklong “personal” visit to Russia in July, his second since last year’s coup.

On that occasion, the two sides signed memorandums of understanding to cooperate on skills
development in nuclear energy in Myanmar, Rosatom said in a release.

Last week’s visit saw the regime sign an initial agreement with Russia’s atomic energy agency
on the possible implementation of a modular reactor project in Myanmar.

Junta spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun told the press that the project was aimed solely
at developing nuclear energy for peaceful use in Myanmar.

But it is not the first time the Myanmar military and Rosatom have announced plans to work
together on a nuclear project.

In 2007 the then military regime led by Than Shwe struck a deal with Rosatom to build a
nuclear research center in Myanmar, which Rosatom said would be under the control of the
International Atomic Energy Agency. But construction never moved forward amid pushback
from the U.S. and other countries.

In his speeches, Than Shwe constantly invoked the need for a proper defense capability that
would ensure total protection of the country, and to apply science and technology to
modernize the military.

This perceived need led Than Shwe to approach Russia and North Korea about acquiring
technology to produce nuclear energy. Russian and North Korean experts arrived in Myanmar
under his rule, and hundreds of Myanmar military officers left for Russian academies to study
nuclear science and missile technology.

The regime defended its actions by saying the nuclear energy would used for peaceful purposes
in the interests of the people—the same justification offered by Min Aung Hlaing’s current
regime.

The No. 3 man in Than Shwe’s regime, General Shwe Mann, and other military leaders made a
secret visit to Pyongyang in 2008 and signed agreements on defense cooperation. In 2012,
Shwe Mann, by that time the Speaker of Myanmar’s Lower House under U Thein Sein’s
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government, said the visit was only intended to study air defense systems, and that only a
memorandum of understanding on cooperation between the countries’ militaries was signed
during the visit.

In 2010, however, Major Sai Thein Win, an engineer in the Myanmar military’s Science and
Technology Workshop (known locally as the “nuclear unit”) who received a doctorate in atomic
energy in Russia, publicly disclosed information, including photos, showing that the military
regime was conducting research, with technological help from North Korea, on possessing
nuclear weapons.

The nuclear research program was abandoned under U Thein Sein’s quasi-civilian government
when the country embarked on its purported “democratic transition” in 2011.

Myanmar signed the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 2016 under the democratically
elected government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy.

But since the military coup last year, the two countries have grown closer, with Moscow
backing the putsch and Naypyitaw supporting Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, as both become
increasingly isolated internationally under US and European sanctions. Russia has become the
regime’s major arms supplier, selling to the regime weapons to crush the resistance movement.

Though Min Aung Hlaing publicly says he intends to use nuclear energy peacefully for the socio-
economic development of the Myanmar people, it is clear that his real intentions aren’t that
simple.

He surely feels irritated that the world has shunned him for his coup and subsequent bloody
crackdowns on civilians. He may wonder whether possessing militarized nuclear technology
would make a difference in that regard—a strategy adopted by North Korea. At the very least,
as a military dictator who has demonstrated his total lack of concern for the wellbeing of the
people, Min Aung Hlaing’s promise that such technology would be used for peaceful purposes
in health and electricity generation is highly suspicious. He clearly believes possessing a nuclear
weapon has the potential to guarantee his position as dictator for life.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/analysis/like-previous-regime-myanmar-junta-pursuing-
nuclear-weapons.html

China-backed Port in Western Myanmar Depriving Locals of Land and Jobs
By YAN NAING | 13 September 2022

Despite the efforts of Myanmar’s military regime to expedite the development of the
Kyaukphyu Special Economic Zone (KPSEZ) and deep sea port in western Myanmar’s Rakhine
State, the project is facing significant delays due to local protests and the impact of last year’s
coup.
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Spanning 4,300 acres, the KPSEZ and the 643-acre port are considered to be the backbone of
the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (CMEC), part of Beijing’s ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative.

The project is vital to China’s interests, as it will provide the country with direct access to the
Indian Ocean, so allowing China’s maritime traffic to bypass the congested Strait of Malacca.
Beijing hopes also to use the CMEC to boost development in landlocked Yunnan Province,
which borders Myanmar.

China International Trust and Investment Corporation (CITIC) inked a framework agreement
with the KPSEZ Management Committee in November 2018 for the development of the SEZ.
That was followed by the signing of an agreement for the construction of a deep sea port
during the January 2020 visit of China’s President Xi Jinping to Myanmar.

Under the deal, the state-owned CITIC owns 70 per cent of the development, with the
Myanmar-owned KPSEZ Deep Seaport Co. Ltd holding the remaining 30 per cent.

But since the agreement was signed, Myanmar has been hurled into turmoil by last year’s coup.

At the same time, overall progress on the development has been hampered by issues mostly
linked to the concerns of locals over the project.

While there has been no development as yet of the KPSEZ, junta-controlled agencies are
working to seize 250 acres of land in the proposed industrial zone. The land belongs to more
than 70 local farmers from four village tracts, and many of them are opposed to the compulsory
acquisition of their land.

A few of the farmers have alleged that dubious legal documents purporting to show that their
land is held by other owners are being used to try and seize their land.

Previously, there were reports of many land disputes over the Shwe gas field and pipeline
project in Kyaukphyu Township, with locals protesting against the companies involved.

Kyaukphyu residents are also aware of the problems with other China-backed projects in
Myanmar, which has added to their hostility towards the KPSEZ and deep sea port
development.

Local fisher folk have seen their livelihoods endangered by the Shwe gas field and pipeline,
which saw no-fishing zones created and resulted in a scarcity of fish. The situation is most
severe on Maday Island, where oil and gas is stored and the movement of tankers prevents
fishing.

Nor has the gas field and pipeline created alternative jobs for locals. Residents were promised
employment by the companies involved, but they now allege that they are not even allowed to
walk past the oil and gas terminals.
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Some four villages on Maday Island, with more than 760 households and 3,000 residents, will
be affected by the development of the KPSEZ and deep sea port. Most of the households are
dependent on fishing grounds where the deep sea port is set to be constructed.

Part of the port will also be built on Ramree Island, where local fisher folk will also be affected,
so around 4,000 families will be impacted by the project.

CITIC has claimed that it is coordinating with local business people to provide new employment
opportunities for the local population but, so far, nothing tangible has happened.

While the military regime is working to address operational issues, including the indifferent
approach of CITIC after securing the rights to develop the zone and the port, it also needs to
take into account the concerns of local people.

China-backed projects can only be beneficial for Myanmar if they add economic and social
value to the people of Myanmar.

Yan Naing is a pseudonym for a political analyst on Myanmar and China

https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/guest-column/china-backed-port-in-western-myanmar-
depriving-locals-of-land-and-jobs.html
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