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The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar: Military not in control of the country

By Mizzima |

DEFENCE FORCE (KALAY)

The Myanmar military does not have effective control
of the country, and is incapable of governing it,
according to a briefing paper by the Special Advisory
Council for Myanmar, a group of independent
international experts.

According to the paper, released on 5 September, the
National Unity Government (NUG) is the legitimate
government of Myanmar and it has the greatest claim

to effective control of the country.

The NUG is at the centre of a democratic revolution shaped by organisations opposed to the
Myanmar military junta, or resistance organisations. These organisations are the de facto
authorities across more of the territory of Myanmar and for more of the population than the
junta and are administering a growing range of government functions.

The junta only has stable control of 22 per cent or 72 out of 330 townships in the country which
equates to only 17 per cent of Myanmar’s land area, because many of these are small urban
townships.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar believes that the democratic revolution is solidifying
around a shared vision of federal democracy and has a viable pathway to ending decades of
oppression by the military. The mass uprising of Myanmar people against a return to autocratic
military rule continues to build in intensity and is not going to cease anytime soon.

The junta does not have effective control of Myanmar. It neither has full control of the
country’s territory nor of its people. It is unable to effectively administer the functions of
government and shows no signs of establishing a permanent order. The military’s strategy to
gain control is focused on committing mass atrocities and causing humanitarian suffering
amongst the civilian population.

The junta is losing what control it does have at an increasing rate. The conflict’s trajectory
currently favours the democratic revolution as both armed and non-violent resistance to the
junta continues to build. International support is required to put the country more decisively on
a path to peace, stability and civilian rule.

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar calls on the international community to not
recognise the junta and instead make it a priority to recognise the NUG as the legitimate
government of Myanmar.
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The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar is “an independent group of international experts
working to support the peoples of Myanmar in their fight for human rights, peace, democracy,
justice and accountability.”

Its members are: Yanghee Lee, a former UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Myanmar; Marzuki Darusman, a former Chair of the UN Independent International
Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar: and Chris Sidoti, a former member of the UN Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.

https://mizzima.com/article/special-advisory-council-myanmar-military-not-control-country

Resistance Groups Seized Nearly 90 Myanmar Junta Outposts Since Coup
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 September 2022

Myanmar’s junta has lost nearly 90 bases in 17 months since the coup in fighting with
resistance forces and ethnic armed organizations (EAOs), according to armed groups.

They included key outposts in strategic locations or critical bases for the supply of weapons and
food to frontline troops.

The regime has lost at least 20 bases in Kachin State, three in Chin State, 19 in Kayah State, 12
in Karen State and 36 in Rakhine State, according to EAOs and conflict monitors.

Kachin State

The Kachin Independence Army (KIA) started its attacks on junta outposts by seizing a hilltop
base at Alaw Bun near the Chinese border.

The hill near Dawtphoneyan town in Bhamo District was seized by Myanmar’s military in 1987.
The regime in April carried out large-scale attacks, involving helicopters and artillery, to retake
the hill but the operation failed.

Later the KIA led Kachin resistance groups to seize more outposts. According to KIA sources, five
outposts in Hpakant Township, three in Putao Township, two in Tanai Township, three in
Bhamo Township and several outposts in Waingmaw and Shwegu townships were taken.

A KIA source said: “In Shwegu, the KIA didn’t need to attack. Junta troops just withdrew from
their outposts.”

Kayah State

The regime has lost 14 bases and five police stations in Kayah State, according to the Karenni
National Progressive Party (KNPP), the political wing of the Karenni Army (KA), which is fighting
the regime.
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KNPP secretary Khu Daniel said KA-led forces seized junta bases and police stations in Mese,
Hpasawng, Hpruso, Bawlakhe, Demoso and Shadaw townships.

Border police killed at the Maungdaw outpost.

“Most of the bases that we seized had about 12
soldiers and only two had 30 to 40 personnel. In
2021, we only seized four bases but we took more
this year.

“The regime has suffered heavy casualties as it has
had to fight on many fronts over the past year. So it

4 921 $ o .
B o 0 o abandoned outposts that are not critical. We cut

off supply routes making it more difficult for them
to retain their camps,” he added.

However, revolutionary forces in Kayah State have only been able to use guerilla warfare and
cannot launch frontal attacks on the regime.

“We fear aerial assaults and artillery. They fire shells indiscriminately even though there is no
fighting. They have sometimes used multiple rocket launchers. Mostly they drop bombs,” he
said.

Chin State

The regime has lost at least three bases in Thantlang and Mindat townships in Chin State,
according to conflict monitors.

The Chin National Army and Chinland Defense Force (CDF) seized a junta outpost near the
Indian border in Thantlang in September last year. Airstrikes forced more than 1,000 residents
to cross the Indian border into Mizoram.

The CDF in Mindat seized a junta outpost held by around 30 soldiers and police in a village
southwest of Mindat in July. Police left their station in another village due to resistance attacks.
Since then junta troops repeatedly attacked the CDF until December, said the group’s
spokesman Salai Hwa Awng.

Junta troops can no longer easily travel by road to Chin State because of the strength of
resistance groups fighting the regime in Sagaing and Magwe regions, he said.

“We now control 85 percent of Mindat. The regime controls Mindat town and about three
villages near the town. And we have carried out attacks in the town. The last time the junta
attacked us was in December,” said the spokesman.

Karen State
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The regime has lost at least 12 bases in Karen State and Bago Region, according to the Karen
National Union (KNU), which has been fighting the regime in Karen and Mon states and Bago
Region.

The regime has lost three bases in Papun District where KNU Brigade 5 is based, and lost two
bases, including Thay Baw Boe camp, in areas controlled by KNU Brigade 6.

The KNU-led resistance forces also attacked the Ukayit Hta outpost between Myawaddy and
Waw Lay in Karen State in June but failed to seize it due to junta artillery and airstrikes.

The Karen resistance suffered casualties and an estimated 100 junta soldiers died in clashes at
the outpost, resistance groups claimed.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

The regime lost its five bases to the KNU in Mone Township, Bago Region, where KNU Brigade 3
is based.

-‘-‘. 55

Karen National Union fighters after seizing Thay
Baw Boe Camp.

Rakhine State

The regime has lost at least 36 bases in Rakhine
State, according to observers.

Around 30 were in Maungdaw Township and six
were in Paletwa Township, Chin State, which
borders Rakhine State, according to observers.

The Arakan Army (AA) seized five junta outposts in Paletwa in late August while junta troops
withdrew from an outpost overlooking the Lemyo River in eastern Paletwa after an AA siege,
said an observer.

The AA seized a border police outpost on the Bangladesh border in Maungdaw Township in late
August, in which 19 police officers died and many weapons were seized, according to the
armed group.

The regime has attempted to retake the outpost, conducting air and artillery attacks. The
Bangladeshi authorities summoned Myanmar’s ambassador in Dhaka in early September after
shells landed in Bangladesh.

An observer said the regime might have lost even more Rakhine outposts than those claimed by
the AA.
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Weapons seized from a border police outpost in
Maungdaw.

Sagaing and Magwe regions

The regime has lost outposts to newly formed
resistance groups, many of whom are ethnically Bamar,
according to observers, who say they are unsure of the
exact numbers.

An observer said: “The regime knew smaller outposts
would be attacked and occupied. So it has combined three or four small outposts into a bigger
one. Many small police stations have been deserted in Sagaing and Magwe. The regime is
undermanned as the resistance forces have grown. It is only trying to control towns and roads
and everywhere else falls into rebel hands.”

Regime losing control

The Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, an independent group formed by former United
Nations envoys to Myanmar, reported in a briefing paper on September 5 that the regime only
has full control over 72 out of the 330 townships.

The civilian National Unity Government and resistance groups have effective control over 52
percent of the country, it said. The junta is being challenged in another 23 percent of the
country and can only claim to have stable control over 17 percent of Myanmar, the paper said.

A Myanmar-based analyst said the junta can no longer conduct a large-scale attack with up to
1,000 soldiers and is only concentrating on defense.

“What the junta is doing now is defensive to control cities and transport routes and fight the
EAOs that it feels are a threat. That’s all. In Sagaing and Magwe, it mainly controls towns and
roads. Elsewhere it only raids villages and torches homes based on tipoffs,” said the analyst.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-seized-nearly-90-myanmar-junta-
outposts-since-coup.html

Myanmar Regime Launches Heavy Artillery Strikes on Resistance-Controlled Strategic Road
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 September 2022

Myanmar’s military regime carried out multiple heavy artillery attacks in Myawaddy Township,
Karen State this week, as junta forces continued to try and advance along the strategic
Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road, close to the border with Thailand.
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Resistance group Cobra Column said Myanmar military troops from Division 44 had conducted
multiple artillery strikes day and night since Monday.

Cobra Column, which is fighting alongside the Karen National Liberation Army, holds the
Myawaddy-Waw Lay Road, control of which allows resistance forces to receive supplies from
Thailand.

The group’s spokesperson told The Irrawaddy that on Wednesday alone, regime troops fired
more than 20 rounds of heavy artillery in the afternoon and then another 40 rounds at night
from two hills overlooking the road.

On Monday and Tuesday, junta forces fired more than a dozen 120mm shells.

“It is what they usually do before launching attacks. It is aimed at disrupting our sleep and
lowering our morale. They fire rounds from at least four guns so it is really loud,” said Cobra
Column’s spokesperson.

The sound of artillery firing was also clearly heard on the Thai side of the frontier.

Two Cobra Column fighters sustained minor injuries during the attacks, according to the
spokesperson.

At the same time, Cobra Column discovered that regime troops have moved into three new
positions in the area.

“We also learned that they have deployed some reinforcements. Heavy clashes are likely to
break out in the area soon,” said Cobra Column’s representative.

Junta forces are increasingly using heavy artillery and airstrikes in an effort to crush resistance
groups in Kayah, Chin, Rakhine and Kachin States and Sagaing and Magwe regions.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-launches-heavy-artillery-strikes-
on-resistance-controlled-strategic-road.html

More than 100 locals arrested in Tanintharyi region’s Dawei township
Residents are being held hostage by junta troops to avoid clashes with local militias.
By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.09

Junta forces have been rounding up residents of a village in Myanmar’s southern Tanintharyi
region, arresting more than 100 since Sept. 6, locals told RFA.

Troops entered Ba Wa Pin village in Dawei township at the start of the month, after fighting
erupted between military council forces and local defense groups on the road to Htee Khee,
which is on the Thai border.
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The signpost for Ba Wa Pin village in Tanintharyi
region’s Dawei township. The Tanintharyi Times

Among the nearly 180 junta troops, local battalion
Numbers 401, 402 and other joint forces are still
stationed in the village, a member of the Ah Shae

s ~ Taw (East Forest) People’s Defense Force (PDF) told
n— RFA.

=

“Among the arrested are local villagers and displaced people from other villages. They
arrested children and adults and are holding them hostage,” a local PDF member said.

“They [the junta forces] have another army column that is fighting with Kaw Thoo Lei’s army
on the Dawei-Htee Khee road. They are planning to join that army column. They told us that
if we start shooting, they will kill the villagers.”

RFA has not been able to independently verify these comments, and the State
Administration Council (SAC) has not released any statement on the situation.

A local PDF has warned residents to stop using the road due to the ongoing fighting. The Kaw
Thoo Lei Army is stationed on the border between Tanintharyi and Htee Khee.

At least 214 civilians have been killed and 89 injured in Tanintharyi region since last year’s
coup, local research group Southern Monitor said at the end of last month.

It said at least 17,415 people had been forced to flee their homes, while 93 homes were
destroyed in arson attacks since Feb. 1, 2021.

Residents of the region told RFA that armed resistance in the region picked up in Aug. last
year in response to the junta’s crackdowns on civilians.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/100-locals-arrested-in-tanintharyi-
09092022042433.html

Twenty Myanmar Regime Troops Reportedly Killed in Southern Shan State
By THE IRRAWADDY | 9 September 2022

At least 20 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed on Thursday in fierce fighting with
resistance groups in southern Shan State.

An intense firefight started at 9am on Thursday morning outside Moebye Town in Shan State’s
Pekon Townshjp, when several People’s Defense Forces (PDFs), including fighters from the
Karenni Nationalities Defense Force (KNDF) and the Karenni Army (KA), attacked 100 regime
troops trying to raid the town, according to Moebye-PDF, who were involved in the clash.
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During nine hours of fighting, the combined resistance groups killed at least 20 military regime
soldiers, a Moebye-PDF representative told The Irrawaddy on Friday.

Three resistance fighters suffered minor injuries, while a 10-year-old child from a residential
ward was killed by junta fire. Many residents were trapped by the fighting, added the Moebye-
PDF spokesperson.

A PDF photo shows resistance fighters retrieving weapons from four dead junta soldiers.
Another PDF photo shows many weapons, including four machine guns, and ammunition seized
in the clash.

Moebye-PDF said that it captured ten weapons along with ammunition.

On Friday morning, clashes between regime troops and resistance fighters were ongoing
around Moebye, forcing hundreds of residents to flee their homes. Resistance forces were
reportedly being targeted with heavy artillery and air strikes.

In the first week of September, at least another 20 Myanmar military soldiers were killed when
KNDF and KA fighters attacked regime forces in Demoso, Hpruso and Bawlakhe townships in
Kayah State and neighboring Pekon Township in southern Shan, said the KNDF.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/twenty-myanmar-regime-troops-reportedly-killed-
in-southern-shan-state.html

RCSS Pauses Forced Recruitment ‘Out Of Mercy’, Spokesperson Claims
By Network Media Group | Friday, September 9, 2022

The Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) has
announced it is suspending its forced recruitment
campaign as it has brought too much hardship to the
people, according to the armed group’s
spokesperson, Lt-Col Oum Khur.

“The people of Shan State are suffering the effects of
the war. Other ethnic armed organisations have

KV recruited new soldiers...after so many people were
forced to be soldiers, people have become afraid and fled to neighbouring countries. There are
no organisations to help the people in this state and that’s why out of mercy, we have stopped
our recruitment campaign in our area,” he has told NMG.

However, Oum Khur also said that they do not know when they will start forcing villagers to
become soldiers again, which he claimed was necessary to increase the ranks of the RCSS to
protect the people of Shan State.
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The group usually took one male member of each family between the ages of 18 and 40 if there
were two men living in the household. According to locals, they had the option of paying
between $240 and $500 if the family did not want their sons or fathers to become soldiers and
fight against the Burma Army or other ethnic armed groups.

A 24-year-old man living in Laikha in southern Shan State said that before they stopped it on 3
September, the Shan soldiers forced village leaders to provide up to 10 men from each village.

The RCSS also recruited men from Mong Kung, Kunhing, Mauk Mai, Namsang, Mongton and
Mongpan townships where the armed group maintains a presence. Its headquarters are in Loi
Tai Leng, on the Thai border.

In 2015, the RCSS signed the so-called Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement and its chairperson
Yawd Serk met with regime chief Min Aung Hlaing in Naypyidaw last month.

https://www.nmg-news.net/2022/09/09/20878

Myanmar Junta Cracking Down on Trade Unions and Violating Workers Rights
By HEIN HTOO ZAN | 9 September 2022

Labor rights organizations in Myanmar have said that the military regime has repeatedly
violated workers’ rights, including freedom of association for trade unions, since last year’s
coup.

Daw Moe Sandar Myint, president of the Federation of General Workers Myanmar (FGWM),
who is now working from an area of the country not under junta control, said that freedom of
association for union workers has ceased since the military takeover.

“Genuine labor unions, whether regional or nationwide, are no longer able to organize,” she
said.

Trade unions in factories are not able to carry out basic union functions such as protecting the
rights of workers, because factory owners are collaborating with the regime-controlled Ministry
of Labour and have threatened union officials and workers to prevent them participating in
union activities or demanding their rights.

“On some occasions, they [factory owners and regime officials] even gave the personal
information of union leaders to the security forces, so they could be interrogated or detained,”
noted Daw Moe Sandar Myint.

In late August, the International Labour Organization (ILO) issued a brief report on Myanmar
highlighting that the junta has declared 16 unregistered trade unions and civil society
organizations (CSOs) to be operating as “illegal labor organizations”, and that they were now
unable to function without fear of arrest.
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Regime forces have raided trade union offices, harassed and threatened trade unionists and
their families, and placed trade union leaders in detention and on a wanted list in retaliation for
their participation in strikes and peaceful demonstrations demanding the restoration of
democracy and civilian rule, said the ILO.

CSOs and trade unions not officially named on the junta’s blacklist are also facing the same
treatment. A key tool used to crackdown on unions has been to issue arrest warrants for
leaders of CSOs and unregistered unions on incitement charges under section 505(a) of the
Penal Code.

On September 2, the junta’s Ministry of Labour issued a rapid rebuttal of the ILO report, saying
that it “strongly objects to the ILO’s false statements”.

Daw Myo Myo Aye, leader of the Solidarity Trade Union of Myanmar (STUM), confirmed that
they had heard that STUM is one of the 16 organizations that the regime now regards as
unlawful associations.

“They have also verbally warned workers that they will get into trouble if they contact us,” she
added.

The STUM leader was detained for six months after the coup, along with many other labor
activists.

She said that there are now so-called ‘yellow unions’, or fake unions, that have been organized
by factory owners and management so that they can convince companies and product buyers
that the labor rights of their employees are being respected.

STUM and other organizations such as Action Labour Rights, the Coordination Committee of
Trade Unions, the All Burma Federation of Trade Unions and Future Light Center continue to
operate, but can only carry out a small range of their normal activities.

The other eleven organizations named by the junta as “illegal labor organizations” have fled to
areas of the country outside regime control.

Workers who The Irrawaddy talked to said that when their rights are violated in factories, they
are helpless as they risk arrest for contacting trade unions. The mechanism for dispute
settlement has also ceased since the military takeover.

For now, all unions and CSOs can do is give informal advice to workers.

FGWM President Daw Moe Sandar Myint said that since unions are now only able to work
remotely, they listen to the cases raised by the workers and then they give them advice on how
to discuss and negotiate their rights with factory management and owners.

But she said that it is an unsatisfactory situation that doesn’t enable the unions to help workers
in an effective manner.
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“As long as the military dictatorship remains in power, it is not possible for labor unions to
survive at all,” she said.

The ILO, in its Myanmar report, called for international support to counter this existential threat
to civic space and freedom of association in the country. It added that it is time for the
international community to demonstrate its solidarity with the organizations that are
continuing the struggle to uphold workers’ rights in Myanmar.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-cracking-down-on-trade-unions-
and-violating-workers-rights.html

Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee deemed to be inactive due to coup fallout
monnews | 9 September 2022

The Union Peace Dialogue Joint Committee (UPDIC) is
no longer active due to the current political
situation.

Colonel Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesperson for the Peace
Process Steering Team (PPST) which is composed of 7
ethnic armed groups who signed the National
Ceasefire Agreement made this announcement

recently.

He added that while it is not possible to say that the UPDJC is broken, but rather peace
dialogues and meetings simply cannot be held at this point in time.

“As for the UPDIC situation, this is the case. If you look at any groups, the government,
Parliament If we look at the Tatmadaw (Burma’s military), the people who worked before are
no longer united, and the UPDIC leaders who are part of our ethnic armed groups are unable
to meet again due to the current political situation.The UPDJC has organized activities along
the lines of NCA in the past, but it is currently inactive. We couldn’t hold meetings,
conferences and were also unable to negotiate,” he said.

In early March of this year, the UPDJC political parties group and the National Solidarity and
Peace Negotiation Committee (NSPNC) led by Lieutenant General Yar Pyae met in Nay Pyi Taw.
Following that meeting the UPDIJC political parties group was re-elected on April 27, 2022.

According to the Chair of the UPDJC political parties group, Sai Aie Pom, the solution or way
forward for peace will only be found when all ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) participate in
negotiations.
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“Our opinion cannot be the same. The NSPNC and UPDJC groups can’t be the same. But all
EAOs have to participate and negotiate. The EAO side still has their opinion, and we will get
an answer from them later,” he said.

The State Administrative Council (SAC) itself does not use the term UPDJC, and the UPDJC
mechanism does not appear in any of the SAC’s plans for peace, according to the People’s Party
(PP) Chairman U Ko Ko Gyi.

U Ko Ko Gyi said, “The SAC itself does not use the term UPDIJC. Because the UPDJC is a group of
the government, the army, the parliament, a group of ethnic armed groups under the NCA,
and a group of political parties. It seems to be broken. That’s why | noticed that SAC doesn’t
use the UPDJC as well.”

Sai Aie Pom of the Shan Ethnic Democratic Party (SNDP) is the Chair of the UPDIJC political
parties group, Daw Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein of the Democratic Party (Myanmar) is the Secretary,
and other representatives are members.

The UPDJC will be composed of 16 representatives from the Government Hluttaw and the
Tatmadaw, 16 representatives from armed organizations under the NCA, and 16
representatives from political parties.

https://monnews.org/2022/09/09/union-peace-dialogue-joint-committee-deemed-to-be-
inactive-due-to-coup-fallout/

Armed ethnic groups reject junta proposal to join Myanmar military
They say that a political resolution based on a federal system must come first.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.09

Troops from ethnic-armed group-turned Border
Guards Forces seen in Me Tha Waw village,
Myawaddy township, Kayin State on August 21, 2021.
citizen journalist

Armed ethnic groups have rejected a proposal by
Myanmar junta chief Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing
to sign a peace deal in exchange for the right to join
the military as part of a border guard force, saying a
resolution to Myanmar’s political crisis must come

first.

Min Aung Hlaing made the proposal to absorb the ethnic armies into the military at a cabinet
meeting in the capital Naypyidaw on Aug. 22, during which he also suggested addressing
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ethnic and regional rights in parliament and promised to allow them to operate businesses, a
spokesmen for the groups told RFA Burmese.

But the ethnic armies need more than what Min Aung Hlaing is offering if he expects them to
sign the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), Khun Tun Tin, the First Vice Chairman of
the Pa-0 National Liberation Organization (PNLO), told RFA.

“We will have to go through a lot. According to the NCA, there are many things like DDR
(disarmament, demobilization, reintegration) and SSR (security sector reform) and others
that we have agreed upon,” said Khun Tun Tin.

“We still need to implement these ... Many of our [ethnic] allies had agreed that the country
should have only one single army. But that can happen only after we get the political system
that our groups want.”

The PNLO leader said the junta’s proposal can only be considered following the
establishment of a democratic federal union system in Myanmar and after the groups
achieve the right to self-determination.

“The main thing is we want a democratic federal union system,” he said.

Ten armed ethnic groups have signed the NCA since its introduction in 2015 in an effort to
put an end to many years of fighting over minority rights and self-determination.

Despite this, the peace process hit snags in the years that followed, and was all but
destroyed by the unpopular junta’s coup in February 2021.

Previously, all 10 said they would not pursue talks with the military, which they view as
having stolen power from the country’s democratically elected government.

A total of 10 ethnic armies - seven signatories of the NCA and three other groups that did not
sign it - accepted Min Aung Hlaing’s post-coup invitation to continue peace talks and have
visited Naypyidaw twice, but no deal has been reached.

Col. Saw Kyaw Nyunt, spokesman for the Peace Process Steering Team (PPST) that includes
the 10 NCA signatories, told RFA he is concerned about the idea of serving alongside the
military that his and other ethnic armies have been fighting for years.

“Is this the essence of the NCA? We have to sign the NCA in order to build trust, and then
hold on to our arms but triggers are turned off, and then attend political talks to solve
political problems. That’s the essence?” he said.

“There are a few worries and ripples running through our organization or our individual
groups about what the [junta leader] expressed at their cabinet meeting,” said Saw Kyaw
Nyunt.
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He said the PPST will try to implement the principles of the NCA, including the protection of
the civilian population, amid the country’s political upheaval following the coup..

Groups that have not signed the NCA need not heed anything proposed by the junta, Lt. Col.
Sai Su, spokesman for Shan State Progressive Party, told RFA.

“It's about the facts in the NCA. We had negotiations in the past that we would return to
security integration only after a political settlement is reached, and only after minority rights
are guaranteed, through political dialogue and all kinds of frameworks,” Sai Su said.

“We were still negotiating, not finished yet, and they rushed to sign the agreement, and
that’s what is happening now. In fact, this does not apply to our group,” he said.

Others who did sign the NCA said discussions about working alongside the junta to guard the
border can only take place once the military relinquishes control of the country and a
democratically elected government assumes power. Under Myanmar’s Constitution, drafted
in 2008 by a previous military-led government, a junta can only extend its tenure twice after
a year has passed since a coup, for six months at a time. The regime is now operating under
its second half-year extension of emergency rule since the Feb. 1, 2021 coup.

“We aren’t thinking about this issue very seriously now,” Restoration Council of Shan State
(RCSS) spokesman Lt. Col. Om Khe told RFA.

They’'d say what they want depending on the current political situation. But we believe that
this issue should be talked about and discussed only when a true federal union can be built
after finding a political solution.”

Min Aung Hlaing’s proposal is not a new strategy, ethnic affairs observers told RFA. They said
the military has been trying since as early as 1988 to disarm the ethnic armies and end
fighting by unifying them under the banner of the Myanmar military.

Political observer Than Soe Naing said that although weaker groups had laid down their arms
in the past, the stronger ones have consistently refused to do so and serve under the army.

“l don’t think those groups are going to give up their arms even if they can see a policy that
they want politically,” he said, adding that the ethnic armies’ resistance to the peace process
has become even stronger since the coup last year.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane. Written in English by Eugene Whong.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/nca-09092022135007.html
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Junta Watch: Coup Leader Starstruck by Putin; Media Crackdown Set to Worsen; and More

By THE IRRAWADDY | 10 September 2022

Screws tighten on media

Junta spokesman and deputy information minister
Major General Zaw Min Tun signs an agreement on
media cooperation between the junta’s mouthpiece
Myawady TV and Russia’s state-owned Sputnik News
Agency.

. 7 Just as the military junta escalates its crackdown on
& pMA HOBOCTM independent media in Myanmar, it was decided at a
-~ aianw Mmeeting on Tuesday led by the regime’s Union
Attorney-General and Minister of Legal Affairs Daw Thida Oo to amend the 2014 Printing and
Publishing Law, indicating that more restrictions are on their way to curb free voices in
Myanmar.

For many years under the previous military regime, the Information Ministry’s notorious Press
Scrutiny and Registration Division, jokingly known as the “Press Kenpeitai” after the brutal
Japanese military police unit during World War Il, imposed a draconian system of pre-
publication censorship. It was only abolished in late 2012 as part of media reforms, allowing
uncensored private dailies to come into circulation in 2013.

The Printing and Publishing Law promulgated in 2014 provided greater freedom for
independent media in Myanmar. But since the coup, the junta-controlled Information Ministry
has been stretching the law and imposing it as it pleases, stripping local outlets of their media
licenses and prosecuting journalists. So far, it has revoked the licenses of nine media outlets,
two printing houses and four publishing houses.

From what we have seen of the regime’s treatment of independent media so far, the
amendments are likely to include the resurrection of draconian censorship, and harsh penalties
for failing to comply. At the same time, the regime has teamed up with Russia’s state-owned
media Sputnik.

Coup leader’s electric car dreams persist

While people in Myanmar have had to increasingly rely on power banks to keep their cell
phones working, the junta’s Ministry of Electricity and Energy is planning to establish five
charging stations for electric cars along the Yangon-Mandalay Highway.

Each charging station will have the capacity to charge 50 vehicles at the same time, according
to a letter sent by the Naypyitaw Electricity Supply Enterprise to its Yangon and Naypyitaw
branches. The letter asked the two branches to detail which power stations along the highway
can supply power for the charging stations.
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To Myanmar people, Min Aung Hlaing’s fantasy of creating a metro rail system and an electric
bus network is a running joke.

In June, the regime even formed a national committee to lead the development of electric
vehicles and related businesses, chaired by Defense Minister General Mya Tun Oo, a member of
the regime’s governing body, the State Administration Council (SAC). Transport Minister
General Tin Aung San, who is also on the SAC, serves as the vice chair of the committee.

Less than a month after the coup, Min Aung Hlaing promoted his idea of producing electric cars
to reduce the country’s fuel imports. In contrast to these delusions of grandeur, the reality
since the military takeover has been widespread blackouts that have continued for months until
today. Lately, public buses are even being forced to reduce their operating hours due to fuel
price hikes.

But none of this has deterred Min Aung Hlaing, who persists with his electric car plan. If he is
not totally deluded, he is surely doing this just for show.

Min Aung Hlaing finally gets his photo-op with Putin

W Junta chief Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Eastern
Economic Forum on Sept. 7, 2022.

During his latest trip to Russia this week, Myanmar’s junta
leader looked like a child visiting a zoo as he was granted his
first audience with Russian President Vladimir Putin at a
foreign investment forum in the Russian Far East. As the
head of a regime internationally shunned for grabbing power from Myanmar’s democratically
elected government and killing at least 2,000 people so far for rejecting military rule, it is the
first time the coup leader has been welcomed by an international head of state. To Min Aung
Hlaing’s delight, the Russian president addressed him as “Mr. Prime Minister” —a position not
recognized locally or internationally. It could help to explain Min Aung Hlaing’s beaming visage
during the meeting, as captured in photos. To show his gratitude for this acceptance, the junta
chief praised his host as “a leader of the world” who had brought about international stability,
ignoring the devastation Putin has wrought through his invasion of Ukraine.

But Min Aung Hlaing came across as simply delusional when he shamelessly claimed to Russian
news agency RIA that the situation in Myanmar was under control. To the contrary, local and
international media as well as foreign observers unanimously agree that his regime is still not in
control of the country, and is in fact losing territory to resistance groups who have taken up
arms to fight his rule. Even former UN experts on Myanmar said in a recent analysis that the
revolutionary forces have effective control over 52 percent of the territory of the country.

All'in all, Putin’s acceptance of Min Aung Hlaing is simply a case of Russia seeking to offset the
negative impact of international sanctions by luring a small regime in Asia as a possible source
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of extra income by selling it more arms, oil and other necessities that Min Aung Hlaing might
find helpful. The junta’s claim of Myanmar being under his control is nothing more than face
saving.

Destroyer of farms offers ‘food security’

Min Aung Hlaing addresses the plenary session of the
Eastern Economic Forum.

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing shared his “insight” on the
importance of food at the Eastern Economic Forum in
Russia on Wednesday, saying food provides energy for
humans to survive. He included his finding in his
discussion “Myanmar’s Crucial Role in Food Security and
Better Opportunities for Investment.” He said Myanmar
can produce enough basic food items for its own needs while also exporting agricultural and
livestock products to neighboring and other countries, adding, “If friendly countries can offer
help, agricultural production can be doubled, contributing a lot to food security.”

Do not take his words seriously, however: He was lying.

Contrary to his boast of being able to “contribute a lot to food security”, Myanmar is on the
verge of starving due to his regime’s mismanagement on every front. Fuel shortages have been
reported for months, prompting prices of necessities like rice, the country’s main staple food,
to soar. Farmers are complaining of a surge in imported chemical fertilizer prices due to the
regime’s restrictions on foreign exchange rates, heralding a sharp decrease in yields. Rice and
other farms upcountry are deserted, as locals flee for their lives as Min Aung Hlaing’s troops
raid farming communities there and torch whole villages. On the ground, this month people are
paying 2,100 kyats per viss (about 1.6 kg) for the lowest grade of rice, up 75 percent from April.

So remember—dictators never tell the truth.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/junta-watch-coup-leader-starstruck-by-
putin-media-crackdown-set-to-worsen-and-more.html
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