PEACE Info (September 8, 2022)

Acting President of Myanmar’s Civilian Govt Wins Hearts of the People
Resistance Groups Hail Ambushes on Myanmar Junta Boats
‘We must not become fascists’: KNU split exposes debate over tactics
Around 70% of Western Myanmar’s Chin State Controlled by Resistance
Several soldiers believed dead in AA attack in Myebon
Myanmar army shelling injures five in northern Shan State
UN envoy urges Asean to develop regional refugee protection framework amid crisis in
Myanmar
Myanmar Junta Adviser Calls for Better Civil-Military Relations
Min Aung Hlaing: Situation is under control and elections will be held next year
Myanmar conflict under control, SAC chief says
SAC Chair invited investors to invest in Myanmar's oil and natural gas and mining sectors in his
speech at the EEF
If Ruble, Yuan and Rupee can be used instead of US dollars in world trade, the financial bullying of
big countries will be overcome: SAC Chair
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Acting President of Myanmar’s Civilian Govt Wins Hearts of the People

By KHIN NADI 8 September 2022

Duwa Lashi La, the acting president of
Myanmar’s National Unity Government,
inspects a frontline PDF camp on May 24.

He must be the least known president in
the world, tasked with the most difficult
mission, one that other heads of the
state around world aren’t faced with:

: - Leading a revolutionary government that
has vowed to uproot the ruling military dictatorship in Myanmar—one of the most notorious
and ruthless regimes on this planet.

Officially, he is an acting president. But he can’t live in a presidential palace; he can’t work in a
presidential office, either. Myanmar people have no idea where their president is. He was not
elected through a vote but appointed by a legitimate, elected parliamentary body. He was also
unknown to most of his fellow countrymen until recently, but they respect him and have
embraced him as their head of state.

The government he leads is mostly made up of elected lawmakers from the National League for
Democracy (NLD) party, whose government was ousted by the military coup last year, and their
ethnic allies. While commanding support from a vast majority of Myanmar people, the
government he leads challenges the legitimacy of Myanmar’s ruling military junta, which has
committed war crimes and crimes against humanity against the country’s entire population of
more than 54 million people.

Meet Duwa Lashi La, the acting president of Myanmar’s National Unity Government (NUG).

Who is Duwa Lashi La?

Ethnic Kachin Duwa Lashi La, 72, serves as acting president of
the NUG.

Duwa Lashi La, 72, is ethnic Kachin and a Christian. He was a
one-time teacher at a public school in his native Mung Ji
Village, northern Shan State. He studied law at Yangon
University and worked as a prosecutor and law officer for 18
years. He speaks English, Chinese, Burmese and Shan, in
addition to his mother tongue Kachin, and is also well-versed in other Kachin tribal languages.

Since the early 1990s, the father of four has taken the lead in diverse social enterprises and civil
society organizations working for community development, education, healthcare, relief and
social rehabilitation in conflict-torn areas in Shan and Kachin States.
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He served as chairman of the Kachin National Consultative Assembly (also known as WMR),
which is reportedly the most authoritative political body in Kachin State, till January 2021. And
also for the Kachin Political Interim Coordination Team (KPICT), which was formed by domestic
and international Kachin organizations to advocate on behalf of the Kachin people in the wake
of the coup.

Taking on the biggest task

Of the various leading roles Duwa Lashi La has played, the biggest of his life—serving as the
country’s head of state—was also the most sudden.

The NUG acting president inspects a frontline PDF camp.

It came at a regular meeting held between KPICT and
the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH) in early April last year, two months after the
coup.

At that time, the CRPH, the legislative body formed by
elected representatives to the coup-dissolved
parliament, was holding a series of meetings with the
country’s ethnic groups and preparing to set up the NUG—an interim coalition government of
democratic forces set up to challenge the regime.

The CRPH asked for three nominees for ministerial posts from KPICT at the meeting, and as they
continued their discussion on the formation of the new government, the then KPICT chairman
Duwa Lashi La gave his opinion on a draft proposal to keep Henry Van Thio, a retired major and
vice president of the NLD government, as vice president in the NUG.

Henry Van Thio was reportedly detained during the coup along with other senior members of
the ousted civilian government and placed under house arrest but the junta has not filed any
charges against him.

Duwa Lashi La’s personal secretary, who requested not to be named, recalled to The Irrawaddy
the meeting at which Duwa Lashi La responded, “Since we are making the revolution to bring
down tyranny and build a new era, it is good not to include people who were involved in the
military, and instead better to choose those with a vision of reform towards democracy and
federalism.”

The CRPH agreed on this point and requested that he accept the position instead. The sudden
offer was also overwhelmingly backed by KPICT members.

Duwa Lashi La made a phone call to his family telling them to be prepared for the upcoming
situation and quickly accepted the offer.
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Residents of Mandalay march in support of the National
Unity Government.

“For him, accepting the role is bearing the responsibility
that fell on his shoulders in this revolutionary time,” said
his personal secretary, who has known him for years.

The personal secretary also shared that it is Duwa Lashi
La’s determination that led him to make the decision
immediately. Seeing the third coup in his lifetime, the 72-year-old is determined to free his
country of military dictatorship.

Duwa Lashi La was appointed vice president on April 16 but is serving as acting president since
Myanmar’s elected president, the NLD’s U Win Myint, has been in junta custody since the first
day of the coup.

It was unexpected for many, including Ma May Sabe Phyu, a well-known ethnic Kachin human
rights defender. She said she was surprised when she first found out that Duwa Lashi La was the
acting president. More significantly, it also marked the first time in the country’s history that a
member of the Kachin ethnic minority had taken the highest state position.

But as someone who already knew him, she believed he was the right choice. The people of
Myanmar have also warmed to him and rallied around the NUG, which he heads, as their
legitimate government.

Duwa Lashi La has also proven himself as a true leader forged in a perilous time for the nation.

He has proved his leadership by uniting the ministries of the NUG, which gathered people from
diverse and inclusive backgrounds; keeping the cabinet functioning with a very limited budget;
coordinating with armed resistance groups and ethnic armed groups; and challenging the
regime on the diplomatic front.

The most secret President’s Office

What has surprised many is that he is operating the NUG, which is repelling Min Aung Hlaing’s
regime, from inside the country.

Duwa Lashi La remains in the country knowing that he is the number one target of Min Aung
Hlaing’s troops. His family, who are also on the targeted list, remain with him. After his
appointment, large numbers of regime troops ransacked his family’s house in Lashio, Shan
State in September last year in search of him and his family members. After failing to find them,
they sealed off the property.
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The NUG acting president makes a visit to a conflict zone

He and his team are based at an undisclosed location in a
liberated area. His personal secretary, who is also the
permanent secretary of the President’s Office, has
observed after working closely with him for more than
one and a half years that the hard-working president

2l never complains or delays his tasks, despite never taking
weekends or holidays off and maintaining a tight daily schedule.

Duwa Lashi La’s daily schedule starts at 5 a.m. The 72-year-old runs every morning to boost his
stamina and concentration for the tasks that await him and which take up the whole day
including cabinet meetings, consultations with more than 300 revolutionary forces under the
NUG, engagements with international diplomats and reading reports on the situation inside the
country and in the rest of the world, including the war in Ukarine.

He is not confined to his office. In May, he visited a frontline camp of a People’s Defense Force
(PDF), the NUG’s armed wing, to hear the PDF fighters’ voices personally and better understand
their needs.

A young PDF member based in the country’s western Chin State told The Irrawaddy that he felt
encouraged to see the images of the acting president together with other PDFs.

“Seeing him together with our comrades was uplifting. | hope the President will visit our camp
one day as well,” he said.

The appearance of Duwa Lashi La wearing a military helmet and vest and holding a friendly
meeting with frontline resistance fighters contrasted sharply with junta chief Min Aung Hlaing,
who hasn’t even made one such visit to his frontline troops, who are giving their lives to satisfy
his greed for power and wealth.

Furthermore, when he appears on air giving speeches to the nation, mostly in his Kachin attire,
the acting president’s determination and belief in his mission to wipe out the military
dictatorship is palpable, not to mention his words. With his stoic and resolute appearance, the
stout Duwa Lashi La resembles a boulder—a stark contrast to regime leader Min Aung Hlaing,
who appears on air with a shaky voice, looking desperate and restless.

Ko Tayzar San, one of the most prominent of Myanmar’s anti-regime protest leaders, also
wrote on his Facebook account that, “Since | have seen the President on broadcasts, | have felt
a sense of closeness as with my own uncle, and respect, admire and trust him.”

One of the most remarkable speeches Duwa Lashi La has made was the long-
awaited declaration of a people’s defensive war on Sept. 7, 2021, calling on people to “revolt
against the rule of the military terrorists led by Min Aung Hlaing in every corner of the country.”
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“We will remove Min Aung Hlaing and uproot dictatorship from Myanmar for good,” he said,
“and be able to establish a peaceful federal democratic union that fully safeguards equality and
is long-aspired by all the citizens.”

The majority of Myanmar’s people, who have endured the regime’s atrocities, heartily
embraced the announcement.

Much of Myanmar has already been in revolt since the military coup in February last year. The
regime’s deadly crackdowns on protesters have forced many young people to take up arms.
Even the regime has admitted that the declaration of war accelerated the ongoing armed
struggle against it, with fighting intensifying across the country.

Now the regime has lost control of at least half the country to the NUG’s PDF groups and allied
ethnic armed organizations, said the acting president in his state of the union speech on
Wednesday, marking the first anniversary of the declaration of war against the junta. His
statement was supported by the Special Advisory Council-Myanmar (SAC-M) a group of former
UN experts on Myanmar. Their recent analysis finds that the NUG and resistance organizations
have effective control over 52 percent of the territory of Myanmar.

The NUG acting president visits a conflict zone

“The National Unity Government is not a shadow
government or a government in exile. It is the
representative of the people’s revolution and
resistance to the military junta, the combined forces
of which control the majority of the country,”

said Yanghee Lee of the SAC-M.

However, facing off against a well-equipped military
using heavy weapons and air strikes against the civilian population, the people of Myanmar
need physical assistance—and not just moral support.

Unlike Ukraine, which has received weapons and aid from a number of countries including the
US and the UK to combat the Russian military, Myanmar’s armed resistance has received no
material assistance from the international community and solely depends on people’s
donations. As a result, the NUG is still struggling to fully arm all of its resistance forces across
the country.

“] earnestly request technical support, arms and ammunition and finance for the people of
Myanmar who are sacrificing their lives to fight against the fascist dictatorship,” Duwa Lashi La
told the international community in his speech, while stressing the urgency of his appeal.

Prominent PDF leader Bo Nagar from Sagaing’s Pale Township told The Irrawaddy that he
supports the president and NUG leadership and believes they are trying their best to overcome
the obstacles they face, such as in providing arms to anti-regime resistance forces.
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“One thing for sure is that the President and our government, the NUG, stood up when we
were like orphans, and thus we accept their leadership,” he said.

Many elected lawmakers, anti-regime activists, resistance fighters and his compatriots at home
and abroad share this positive assessment of Duwa Lashi La.

Prominent protest leader Ko Tayzar San wrote that the “People’s revolution led by people’s
president must prevail.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/profile/acting-president-of-myanmars-civilian-govt-
wins-hearts-of-the-people.html

Resistance Groups Hail Ambushes on Myanmar Junta Boats
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 September 2022

At least 12 Myanmar junta soldiers were reportedly killed by resistance groups during attacks
on regime motorboats on the Chindwin River in three Sagaing Region townships within two
days.

On Tuesday evening, fighting broke out in Myaung Township when 27 resistance groups
attacked four junta boats.

The vessels were carrying around 30 regime troops and transporting firearms and ammunition
from nearby Yesagyo Township to troops stationed at Kyauk Tan village in Myaung.

A resistance video shows fighters attacking the boats and large explosions.

During 40 minutes of fighting, resistance forces sank a boat, said the Civilian’s Defense and
Security Organization of Myaung that coordinated the attack.

Two damaged boats were stranded on a sandbank while another drifted downriver, the group
said.

Resistance forces claimed to have killed 12 regime soldiers and injured 10 others.
The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the junta casualties.

During the fighting, regime troops from Kyauk Tan arrived and attacked resistance forces using
explosives.

All resistance fighters reportedly retreated without any casualties as more reinforcements from
Yesagyo were expected to arrive.

On Wednesday morning, two resistance groups used four homemade mines to attack six junta
motorboats on the Chindwin in Chaung-U Township.
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A resistance video shows firing from a boat after triggering a mine.

The Chaung-U Revolution Army, which took part in the attack, said it hit the boat with 200mm
shells.

The junta casualties are unknown.

On Wednesday five resistance groups attacked two junta motorboats on the Chindwin in
Monywa Township using explosives, said Monywa People’s Defense Force, one of the
resistance groups.

Myanmar’s junta faces near-daily attacks from resistance groups and ethnic revolutionary
organizations across the country.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-hail-ambushes-on-myanmar-
junta-boats.html

‘We must not become fascists’: KNU split exposes debate over tactics
SEPTEMBER 8, 2022 | By FRONTIER

Kawthoolei Army fighters attend a ceremony marking Karen
Martyrs’ Day in August of this year. (Han Htoo Zaw |
Frontier)

Officers implicated in two massacres of unarmed prisoners
have split from the Karen National Union to form the
Kawthoolei Army, with critics saying the group lacks ethics
and the schism undermines the revolution.

As he had done for many years, private Ko Saw attended a ceremony marking Karen Martyrs’
Day on August 12, which commemorates the 1950 assassination of Saw Ba U Gyi, the first
president of the Karen National Union. As usual, the singing of the Karen national anthem was
followed by a flag raising ceremony, left at half-mast to salute fallen Karen martyrs, while a
wreath was laid at a monument for the dead.

However, there was a significant difference between the ceremony 29-year-old Ko Saw
attended this year and the one he attended in 2021 as a member of the Karen National Defence
Organisation, one of the two main armed groups under the KNU.

This year’s ceremony was not organised by the KNU, but by the newly formed Kawthoolei
Army, a breakaway group founded in mid-July by the controversial Brigadier-General Nerdah Bo
Mya. The son of late General Bo Mya, who chaired the KNU from 1976 to 2000, Nerdah Bo Mya
served as commander-in-chief of the KNDO until he was ousted for allegedly overseeing the
massacre of 25 unarmed prisoners.
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“Last year | was a member of the KNDO and now | am a member of the Kawthoolei Army.
Although the name of the group is different, the revolutionary process of continuing to fight the
military dictatorship is the same,” Ko Saw said.

Saw’s entire battalion, known as the Lion Battalion, led by Captain Saw Eh Say Wah, changed
allegiance and followed Nerdah Bo Mya when he formed the Kawthoolei Army. A one-armed
man, Eh Say Wah’s remaining forearm is tattooed, and he wears a distinctive gauge-style
earring. So, there was no mistaking him when a video emerged in June showing Eh Say Wah
presiding over the execution of at least three unarmed prisoners captured during fighting over
the Ukarithta military outpost in Kayin State.

“I' have no objection to the fact that our entire battalion decided to follow Brigadier-General
Nerdah Bo Mya as our leader because we believe in him. From my time in the KNDO, | came to
know his leadership very well, so | trust him,” Ko Saw said.

Nerdah Bo Mya’s father Bo Mya first coined the name “Kawthoolei” in 1949, to refer to the
general Karen homeland, which includes areas outside of Kayin State where large Karen
populations exist, like parts of Tanintharyi, Bago and Ayeyarwady regions and Mon State.

When Frontier attempted to call Ko Saw for a follow-up interview, another man answered his
phone and said Ko Saw had been killed during fighting with the military in Kawkareik Township
on August 24.

New recruits train with the KNU shortly after the coup, in May
2021. (AFP)

A question of ethics

At the heart of the schism is a disagreement over how to treat
, prisoners of war. The KNU suspended Nerdah Bo Mya in July of
last year, pendlng an investigation into the killing of 25 men working on a bridge-building
project in the Waw Lay area of Myawaddy Township on June 1, 2021. Nerdah Bo Mya did not
deny the accusations, but claimed the men were “spies” for the Myanmar military, while the
junta claimed they were civilian construction workers.

Domestic and international rights groups decried the killings, pointing out that even if they
were spies, executing prisoners violates the Geneva Convention. Nerdah Bo Mya refused to
accept his suspension or cooperate with the investigation, continuing to lead troops despite the
controversy. In January of this year, the KNU announced his formal expulsion, appointing
Major-General Saw Shee Lay to take over as commander-in-chief of the KNDO.

When Nerdah Bo Mya announced the creation of the Kawthoolei Army on July 16, the KNU,
KNDO and Karen National Liberation Army were quick to issue statements condemning the
move. A KNU statement on July 20 said Nerdah Bo Mya “defied the KNU’s judicial process” and
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accused him of disrupting another investigation into the “extrajudicial killings of prisoners of
war”, referencing the Ukarithta killings.

“Kindly be informed that his actions are no longer relevant to us,” the KNU statement says.

Eh Say Wah declined to comment on the Ukarithta incident, only saying the Kawthoolei Army
would not “harm innocent civilians” and refused to address any comments made by the KNU.

Beyond the KNU, the split has also caused some divisions among newly formed anti-coup
groups. After the military seized power in February 2021, peaceful protests were met with
brutal massacres, leading many young people to take up arms in an attempt to overthrow the
new regime. Mostly known as People’s Defence Forces, many of these groups have
collaborated with more established ethnic armed groups, like the KNU.

Some of these groups, like the Cobra Column, have sided with the KNU in the split, while others
like Venom Commando and Lion Battalion have joined the Kawthoolei Army. Other groups that
joined Kawthoolei Army include a KNDO special battalion based in Tanintharyi Region led by
Captain Kola Po and a breakaway group from the Democratic Karen Benevolent Army led by
Major Saw Kyaw Thet.

“A soldier must understand the laws of war and the ethics of war. If a soldier commits a war
crime, he must be punished,” said Bo Ta Baw, leader of the Cobra Column, a joint-force PDF
group that operates under the KNU’s command. “l have no reason to support or accept the
newly formed Kawthoolei Army,” he added, accusing Nerdah Bo Mya of only forming the group
to avoid punishment for his crimes.

Ko Myo Thura Ko Ko, a member of Cobra Column’s information team, said the group will always
follow the Geneva Convention as a contrast to the military’s rampant human rights abuses.
Across Myanmar, the military has been accused of massacring civilians and torching entire
villages as it attempts to quash opposition to its rule.

“When we fight a dictatorship, we can’t become a military dictatorship ourselves. This
revolution is happening because we don’t like the fascist system, so we must not become
fascists,” Myo Thura Ko Ko said.

But to some, the Kawthoolei Army’s disregard for the rules of war is appealing.

A member of the Kawthoolei Army, who requested anonymity, praised Nerdah Bo Mya as a
“strong and decisive leader” who is “essential” to the revolution’s success.

“In these cases, we had to eliminate the fascist soldiers,” he said, referring to the Waw Lay and
Ukarithta killings. “On the battlefield, you have to understand that if you don’t kill them, they
may kill you,” he said.

In the Ukarithta killing video, viewed by Frontier, none of the executed prisoners appear to
pose any threat to the resistance forces. Four men are seen lying on the ground, with their
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hands behind their backs, as Eh Say Wah and others repeatedly strike them. Finally, another
soldier shoots three of them at close range, including one who was already wounded and
motionless. It is not clear from the video what happened to the fourth prisoner.

But the anonymous Kawthoolei Army soldier seemed more concerned about the video leaking
than the killings.

“I’'m not sure how the video got leaked, these are things that shouldn’t be recorded, but it is
not right for them to be punished for this,” he said.

Kawthoolei Army leaders attend the Karen Martyr’s Day
event in August, including Captain Eh Say Wah, seated in
4| the middle with a bag. (Han Htoo Zaw | Frontier)

NCA and bureaucracy

Nerdah Bo Mya has also taken advantage of some
internal tensions within the KNU, trying to appeal to
those who are frustrated with the central leadership. The July 16 statement announcing the
creation of the Kawthoolei Army said it would not be beholden to the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement with the military, which the KNU signed in 2015.

Nerdah Bo Mya said he created the Kawthoolei Army because he had lost confidence in KNU
leadership, seemingly referencing KNU chair General Mutu Say Poe, who has repeatedly drawn
controversy since the coup. In May 2021, he seemed to reject armed resistance, saying people
should not use violence to solve “political problems”. And in March 2022, he attended an NCA
signatory meeting in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Mutu Say Poe’s stance on the NCA was controversial even within the KNU, with many expecting
him to be replaced during the next congress, which has been repeatedly delayed by COVID-19
and the conflict.

“l can’t understand why people say they want to follow the NCA path,” said youth activist Saw
Albert Cho in August. “Right now, various KNU brigades are fighting military council troops. It is
obvious that the opinion of some central committee members does not represent the entire
organisation.”

Albert Cho agreed that KNU leadership has shown some “weakness” but said officers like
Nerdah Bo Mya should seek reform “from within the mother organisation” rather than starting
a new group.

“This separation caused the existing [Karen] strength to weaken,” he said.

Major Saw Win Myint, leader of the Venom Commando group, told Frontier the KNU’s
bureaucracy had become too bloated and could no longer efficiently manage military affairs.
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“Now that General Nerdah has established the new army, | don’t have to wait for orders from
above. | believe that | will be able to work under the direct orders of General Nerdah and do
more for the revolution than before,” he told Frontier.

But Win Myint also sought to downplay the split, saying the Kawthoolei Army’s goal is to “fight
the military council and liberate the people”. “Our forces might be different, but we have the
same goal,” he said.

But the KNU says Nerdah Bo Mya was a problem because he failed to follow even basic internal
rules. KNU spokesperson Padoh Saw Taw Nee said that after Nerdah Bo Mya was appointed
commander-in-chief of the KNDO in 2013, he frequently acted without approval from the
central organisation. For example, he would travel abroad without permission, fundraise
without oversight, and make public speeches critical of the KNU.

“The worst thing he did after going abroad was to appoint people to positions in the KNDO of
his own accord. Some pastors were appointed as lieutenant colonels in the KNDO without our
organisation even knowing,” Taw Nee said.

Taw Nee said KNU officials treated Nerdah Bo Mya like their own son because of their respect
and love for his father and were much more tolerant of his transgressions than they would have
been for other soldiers. But the massacre of 25 people, which Taw Nee said included civilians,
was something they couldn’t ignore.

“In conflict situations, we have to follow international humanitarian law so that war crimes
involving civilian targets do not happen,” Taw Nee said, adding that Nerdah Bo Mya refused to
cooperate with KNU committees and courts on the matter.

Taw Nee also said naming the breakaway group the “Kawthoolei Army” was another
underhanded move by Nerdah Bo Mya.

A soldier wears a Kawthoolei Army patch. (Han Htoo Zaw |
Frontier)

“There are many Karen armed groups in the KNU area. Even
though these groups are not under the same chain of command,
it was decided that they would all wear the Kawthoolei Army logo
on the chest pocket of their uniforms,” he said, claiming Nerdah Bo Mya then stole the name.

“Without any consultation, he used a decision made by the organisation for his personal
benefit.”

Undermining the Karen cause

The Kawthoolei Army is far from the first Karen splinter group. In 1994, the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army split from the KNU, alleging discrimination by the predominately Christian KNU.
The DKBA would later split again with one faction coming under the Tatmadaw’s command as a
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Border Guard Force, while the other signed the NCA. Then-commander of the KNLA’s Brigade 7
walked out in 2007, forming the KNU/KNLA-Peace Council.

Karen National Democratic Party chair Mahn Aung Pyi Soe spoke out against the creation of the
Kawthoolei Army, warning it will only cause more division in an already fractured landscape.

“They must listen to the opinion of the Karen people and make adjustments to find the best
solution,” Aung Pyi Soe he told Frontier. “They are working for the revolution and opposing the
military dictatorship, but it will not be successful if it is done individually.”

The split has also raised the prospect of infighting. A PDF officer in KNU Brigade 6 territory,
where the Kawthoolei Army was established and has its headquarters, said KNU forces and PDF
groups are careful not to clash with the new armed group.

“The organisations are no longer the same, but the base area is the same, so it is necessary to
be more careful than before so that those who are rebelling against the military council do not
harm each other,” he said.

The officer said that the emergence of the Kawthoolei Army had created complications and
sensitivities in terms of setting up camps and territorial claims. Despite all sides saying they
wish to avoid conflict, KNLA Brigade 4 clashed with the Kawthoolei Army in Tanintharyi Region
in July.

KNU spokesperson Taw Nee said there needs to be negotiations to avoid future fighting, but
that it is difficult to deal with a group like Kawthoolei Army, which does “not have a strong
political policy”.

“There have been other groups in KNU territory for many years. That’s why the respective
leaders of groups in the KNU area have developed a good understanding of how to coordinate
with smaller groups... we must negotiate to avoid conflict,” he said.

https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/we-must-not-become-fascists-knu-split-exposes-debate-

over-tactics/

Around 70% of Western Myanmar’s Chin State Controlled by Resistance
By THE IRRAWADDY | 8 September 2022

The Chin National Front (CNF), a signatory to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement, is fighting
the military regime in western Myanmar’s Chin State alongside the resistance groups that have
sprung up since last year’s coup.

It is also cooperating with the parallel National Unity Government (NUG) on both the political
and military fronts. The CNF has been fighting the junta since a few months before the NUG
declared a defensive war against the regime on September 7, 2021.
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CNF spokesman Salai Htet Ni talked recently to The Irrawaddy about how the political and
military situation in Chin State has changed over the past 18 months.

How has the CNF’s military strategy changed since it started fighting regime forces?

We now better understand their tactics and also better comprehend that collective strength is
the key to victory. As for weapons, previously we had only rudimentary hunting rifles, but we
now have better weapons such as automatic rifles. The chain of command has also improved.
And our side has suffered fewer casualties, but junta casualties have increased.

Is the CNF now going on the attack against junta troops?

Clashes are occurring in various parts [of Chin State]. With better weapons, we are well-
equipped to seize their [regime] outposts in the Chin Hills. But we mainly carry out guerilla
attacks, ambushing them when they travel from one place to another. We fight by a
combination of attack and defense.

CNF spokesman Salai Htet Ni.
How has the regime’s strategy changed over the past year?

Previously, junta forces attacked simultaneously in two or three places.
They traveled along the Pakokku-Matupi Road to the Matupi headquarters
[of the Myanmar military], while another column traveled the Kale-
Gangaw Road to the military’s Hakha headquarters. But now they are
fighting on only one front with large numbers of troops.

Why do you think the regime’s strategy has changed?

It is possible that they are now too undermanned to spread their forces out. And the junta
troops that have come from other regions have little knowledge about the terrain in the Chin
Hills. Previously, the military attempted to crush resistance groups one by one. But we fought
back with combined forces.

There have been fresh clashes between the Arakan Army (AA) and the junta on the border of
Rakhine and Chin states. How will that affect the revolution in Chin State?

The AA is one of the powerful ethnic armed organizations (EAO) in Myanmar. It appears that
the regime will have to fight on a new exhausting front there. So the AA’s involvement in the
fighting is a shot in the arm for our Spring Revolution, but a blow to the regime.

How much of Chin State does the CNF now control?

We can say that we — local resistance groups and civilians — now control over 70 per cent of the
territory in Chin State. The regime has control only over towns and some main roads. We have
assumed the responsibility for providing public services, including health and education, in the
areas we control.
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How is the relationship between the CNF and the NUG?

We maintain regular discussions with the NUG, and have been cooperating with it militarily and
politically. We have been cooperating militarily under the Central Command and Coordination
Committee [which includes leaders from the NUG and EAOs and engages with People’s Defense
Forces (PDFs) across the country]. There are some delays, but | can say that we are making
progress.

The regime said it plans to hold an election next year. What is the CNF’s view on that?

The regime believes that holding an election is a way out of the political crisis it is facing. It is
just to deceive the international community and to try and make the rule of the Myanmar
military last forever. If the election takes place, all the efforts of civilians, EAOs and resistance
forces will be in vain. So we totally denounce and oppose any new election staged by the
regime.

We are fighting the regime to end the military’s role in Myanmar’s politics. We are not alone in
working towards that end. This is the reason that people have joined the Civil Disobedience
Movement and students have left the towns. It’s not just the election, we have to oppose
whatever the regime does.

What do you want to tell the Myanmar people?

All the groups fighting the regime including EAOs, the NUG and PDFs have to continue to
accelerate their efforts. We have to strengthen ourselves every new day and work together. |
urge the people to continue to stay strong.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/in-person/interview/around-70-of-western-myanmars-chin-state-

controlled-by-resistance.html

Several soldiers believed dead in AA attack in Myebon

The incident is the latest sign of escalating hostilities between Myanmar’s military and the
Arakan Army

Nan Oo Nway | Published on Sep 8, 2022

A series of explosions that apparently targeted a military helicopter is believed to have killed a
number of junta soldiers in the northern Rakhine State town of Myebon.

Sources said that multiple blasts were heard at around 11am on Wednesday as the helicopter
approached a Ministry of Border Affairs office in the town.

The attack, which is believed to have been carried out by the Arakan Army (AA), did not hit the
helicopter, but may have killed several soldiers who were on duty on the ground at the time, one local
man said.
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“I think they were providing security for the helicopter that was about to arrive. The AA
attacked them with explosives. The helicopter didn’t land until after the explosions stopped,”
said the man, who did not want to be identified.

A number of Myebon residents said that troops stationed in the hills west of the town fired
several rounds of artillery after the attack.

“We heard a loud bang. We were so scared that we couldn’t leave the house,” said one local
youth.

According to another man who spoke on condition of anonymity, the military was also
conducting searches and preventing locals from leaving the town.

“The situation has calmed down now, but schools and shops are still closed and there are
soldiers stationed on all of the roads leading out of the town,” he said, speaking to Myanmar
Now late Wednesday.

He added that he could not confirm rumours that several regime soldiers had been killed by the
blasts.

“I heard that around six were killed, but | don’t know anything for sure,” he said.

In April, the AA reportedly clashed with junta troops stationed near Wet Gaung, a village about
10km west of Myebon.

The two sides entered a ceasefire in November 2020 after two years of fierce fighting, but
resumed hostilities early this year.

In recent weeks, clashes have been reported in several townships in northern Rakhine State,
including Maungdaw, Rathedaung, and Mrauk-U, as well as in Paletwa Township in southern
Chin State.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/several-soldiers-believed-dead-in-aa-attack-in-
myebon

Myanmar army shelling injures five in northern Shan State

Junta forces also carried out airstrikes in the area after coming under attack by the KIA on the
Muse-Kutkai highway

Nyein Swe | Published on Sep 8, 2022

Five civilians, including three children, were injured by Myanmar army shelling in northern Shan
State on Tuesday, according to sources in the area.
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Villagers displaced by fighting in northern Shan State’s
Kutkai Township in May 2021 (Mai Nyi Win Maung)

The incident occurred a day after the Kachin Independence
Army (KIA) intercepted a 14-vehicle junta convoy near Nam
Hpat Kar, a town on the Muse-Kutkai highway, sources
said.

Fighting triggered by that attack continued late into the
next day, when an airstrike brought it to an end at around 5pm, a local woman told Myanmar
Now.

“The clashes went on all day. The military launched an airstrike in the evening, and also fired
heavy artillery from their base in Nam Hpat Kar,” she said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

According to the woman, the fighting was centred on an area under the control of KIA Battalion
S.

About two hours after the clash near Nam Hpat Kar ended,

hostilities resumed after the KIA attacked a junta tactical base in Kutkai, some 45km to the
south, sources there said.

Several artillery shells fired by the military in response to that attack landed in the nearby
village of Maw Hit, injuring five residents, according to a woman who assisted the victims.

“We sent two of them to the hospital and went back to pick up the others, but they said their
injuries were minor and didn’t want to go to the hospital. More shells fell while we were
talking, so we just turned back,” said the woman.

The two who were hospitalised were identified as Pyae Phyo, 33, and seven-year-old Naw San
Nan. The others were Khaung Naw, 72, Sai Khun Nan, 12, and Bran Htoi Nan, 3.

Residents said that Myanmar army shells also destroyed several houses and vehicles in the
village.

According to local news outlets, the situation in the area remains tense, as additional junta
troops have been deployed to secure the Muse-Kutkai highway.

A clash between the KIA and regime forces was also reported on Monday near Man Pying, a
village located south of Kutkai on the highway linking it to the town of Hseni.

Spokespersons for the military and the KIA did not respond to requests for information when
contacted by Myanmar Now.
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Three of the KIA’s 10 brigades are based in northern Shan State. The group has also clashed
with regime forces in Kachin State and Sagaing Region, often in coordination with anti-junta
groups formed since last year’s coup.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-army-shelling-injures-five-in-northern-
shan-state

UN envoy urges Asean to develop regional refugee protection framework amid crisis in
Myanmar

PUBLISHED 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 | REF : STRAITS TIMES/ANN

BANGKOK - United Nations special envoy Noeleen Heyzer
on Monday urged Asean states to develop a regional
refugee protection framework as the political crisis in
Myanmar showed few signs of abating.

"In recognition of the tragic reality that large numbers of
people will be forced to flee Myanmar to seek international
protection | will continue to call for greater urgency and
responsibility sharing by the international community, including scaling up humanitarian
assistance and durable solutions for refugees from Myanmar.

"I will also urge Asean member states specifically to develop a regional framework for refugee
protection as part of this responsibility sharing," she said at a seminar organised by the ISEAS-
Yusof Ishak Institute.

According to the UN, more than 1.3 million people are currently displaced across Myanmar -
including 974,000 who have been forced to flee their homes since the military takeover on Feb
1 last year.

This does not include the more than 700,000 Rohingya who fled Myanmar for Bangladesh after
a 2017 military purge and whose chances of returning home look slim with the deepening
turmoil.

The Myanmar ruling military, which calls itself the State Administration Council, is battling
hundreds of armed resistance groups that have sprung up since the takeover.

According to the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, a group of international experts, the
opposition National Unity Government and resistance organisations have effective control of
more than 52 per cent of Myanmar's territory.

Inflation, depreciation and constantly changing foreign exchange rules are deepening hardship
in the country.
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Despite repeated requests from both Asean and Dr Heyzer, the ruling military has not allowed
access to deposed state counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been sentenced to at least 20
years' jail for charges widely thought to be politically motivated.

"If | ever visit Myanmar again, it will only be if | can meet with Aung San Suu Kyi," Dr Heyzer said
on Monday.

Last month, Dr Heyzer made her first official visit to Myanmar as special envoy.

During the visit, she urged the junta to take immediate steps to de-escalate the situation, like
ending the aerial bombing and burning of civilian houses and infrastructure.

She also stressed that humanitarian aid needed to be delivered without discrimination.

On Monday, she again urged for "a stronger, more equal and meaningful partnership with local
humanitarian networks, including in border areas", as well as localised and flexible funding to
meet the scale of needs on the ground.

Dr Heyzer said: "A multi-dimensional catastrophe will emerge in the heart of Asean unless we
as a regional and international community come together to seriously find new ways to support
this Myanmar-led process towards an inclusive society and democratic future."

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/un-envoy-urges-asean-to-develop-regional-refugee-
protection-framework-amid-crisis-in-myanmar

Myanmar Junta Adviser Calls for Better Civil-Military Relations

By THE IRRAWADDY 8 September 2022

Dr. Zaw Oo at the public forum ‘Myanmar’s Coup and
Civil War After 19 Months: Political Dynamics,
Battlefield Update, Likely Outcomes’ at Chulalongkorn
University on Tuesday. / ISIS Thailand

" While the Myanmar military regime is torching
villages, committing extrajudicial killings and

launching indiscriminate attacks on civilians, junta adviser Dr. Zaw Oo says there is a need for

“good civil-military relations” and urged anyone involved in Myanmar issues to take his

call seriously.

“So far no one has put it on the table. Only when it’s taken seriously into consideration, | think,
can the crisis we are in be solved,” he told Radio Free Asia (RFA)’s Burmese Service on Tuesday
in an interview on the sidelines of a public forum about the Myanmar coup and its aftermath
at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok. He was among five speakers at the forum.
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Dr. Zaw Oo is a member of the advisory board formed by the regime on July 13 to reform the
Myanmar Development Institute (MDI)—an economic research think tank formed by the
ousted National League for Democracy (NLD) government in 2017 to support economic reforms
in the country. Its director was Sean Turnell, an Australian economist who was arrested and
charged by the regime after last year’s coup. The junta abolished the institute on Feb. 22, 2021.

He is the executive director of the Center for Economic and Social Development (CESD), an
independent think-tank working on inclusive development in Myanmar. From 2012-2016 he
was a presidential economic adviser for the military proxy Thein Sein government, serving as a
principal adviser on finance, industry, commerce and labor issues. He is also the managing
director at Bower Group Asia Myanmar Co. Ltd, which is under Bower Group Asia, a strategic
advisory firm that specializes in the Asia-Pacific.

‘Just military-military relations’

The one-time presidential adviser also praised his former boss, ex-general Thein Sein, for
maintaining good civil-military relations as the head of a so-called civilian government that took
office in 2011 via a sham election. The Thein Sein administration was succeeded by the NLD
government led by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in 2016 after the party won a landslide election. The
military staged a coup against the NLD government in February last year.

“President U Thein Sein managed civil-military relations well during his tenure. If that kind of
management had survived, | believe the management of politics and the economy would be
better than now,” he said during the interview, referring to the economic and political turmoil
Myanmar has experienced since the military coup last year.

Dr. Zaw Oo said staging a coup in the 21st century is out of date, but added that having good
civil-military relations was very important and “anyone working on Myanmar issues should take
it seriously,” pointing to neighboring Thailand, which has also seen military rule in recent years,
as an example to follow.

“Their civil-military relations are properly managed without the challenges we are facing in our
country. Their economy is not in trouble and moving forward,” he said.

But a local political analyst rejected Dr. Zaw 00’s claim that the country experienced good civil-
military relations during Thein Sein’s tenure, saying the administration at the time consisted of
a bunch of ex-military officials who had simply swapped their uniforms for suits.

“It was merely a relationship between former soldiers and serving soldiers. It wasn’t a question
of good relations,” he said on condition of anonymity due to security concerns.

“He sounds as if he’s blaming the NLD government for not having good relations with the
military, while praising U Thein Sein. Then, he envies Thailand. He is encouraging military rule in
the country,” he said
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The political analyst said Dr. Zaw Oo was covering up for the regime by promoting good civil-
military relations while ignoring the root cause of Myanmar’s suffering today: the military coup.

Myanmar has been on the verge of becoming a failed state since the military takeover last year.
More than 19 months on after the coup, the country’s economy is now in an unprecedented
downward spiral with dwindling foreign reserves. Shortages of imported fuel have become
more frequent due to instability in the foreign exchange rate, which keeps hitting record highs
on a daily basis, worsening the people’s suffering. At the same time, the regime has committed
atrocities like extrajudicial killings, torching whole villages and launching airstrikes against
communities in anti-regime armed resistance strongholds.

Dr. Zaw Oo didn’t respond to The Irrawaddy’s request for comment on Thursday.
Switching sides

Prior to his role as a presidential economic adviser, Dr. Zaw Oo was a member of the All Burma
Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), a student rebel group born out of the 1988 pro-democracy
movement.

He was also a policy adviser to the National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma
(NCGUB), the then-government in exile, and director of the Burma Fund, the NCGUB’s think
tank. In these roles, he was an outspoken opponent of the regime.

Dr. Zaw Oo later co-founded the Vahu Development Institute (VDI), a Thailand-based think-tank
founded in 2006 to engage in policy advocacy on democratization and strengthening civil
society in Myanmar.

The other VDI founding members were U Aung Naing Oo, U Aung Thu Nyein and U Tin Maung
Than.

Left to right: U Aung Thu Nyein, Dr. Tin Maung Than,
Dr. Zaw Oo and U Aung Naing Oo / Vahu Development
Institute

U Aung Naing Oo was a member of the ABSDF and
later worked for the Thein Sein government on peace
: negotiations with Myanmar’s ethnic armed groups. To
facilitate the negotiations—with the full blessing of Thein Sein—they founded the Myanmar
Peace Center (MPC), a government-affiliated, Western-funded NGO where everyone, most of
them anti-Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and NLD, had a good time enjoying a cash bonanza brought in
by the as-yet-unfinished peace process. He is widely regarded as having cozy relations with the
military.

In November last year, he wrote a letter to international embassies claiming that he was
among three people on a “hit list” put out by Myanmar’s parallel National Unity Government
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(NUG) and its armed wing, the People’s Defense Force (PDF). The NUG rejected his claim and
the hit-list turned out to be imaginary.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-adviser-calls-for-better-civil-
military-relations.html

Min Aung Hlaing: Situation is under control and elections will be held next year
By Mizzima | 08 September 2022

A handout image made available by TASS Host Photo Agency
shows Chairman of the State Administrative Council, Prime
Minister of the Provisional Government, and Commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces of Myanmar Min Aung Hlaing
attends a plenary session of the 2022 Eastern Economic Forum
(EEF) in Vladivostok, Russia, 07 September 2022. Photo: EPA

Myanmar junta leader Min Aung Hlaing said that the situation in Myanmar is under control and
the junta will do all in its power to hold elections next year as long as they are guaranteed to be
free from foreign interference.

The comments were made in a rare interview with Min Aung Hlaing by the Russian news agency
RIA and reported by Reuters.

"We promised that we would hold elections in the near future, and we are trying with all our
might to fulfill this," said Min Aung Hlaing according to Reuters.

"In addition, elections must be held without external pressure, otherwise they will not be fair
and transparent. And we will carry out our own elections without external pressure.”

After the February 2021 coup the junta annulled the November 2020 elections, which Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) party won in a landslide, winning 82 per cent of
the seats as compared to the military-backed Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
which won only 6.4 per cent of the seats.

The election was annulled by the junta-appointed Union Election Commission (UEC). It said that
the election did not comply with the country’s constitution and electoral laws, and was not free
and fair, despite many international observers saying the elections had been free and fair.

According to Reuters, Min Aung Hlaing also claimed that despite Western nations funding and
arming “terrorists” in the country the junta has the situation under control saying: “Last year
there were many more incidents, they were of a greater magnitude. Since April of this year,
their number and scale have been decreasing, albeit gradually, but significantly.”
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This claim is repudiated in a 5 September report entitled Effective Control in Myanmar by the
Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, a group of independent international experts. They
claim that the junta only completely controls 22 per cent of 330 townships, equivalent to 17 per
cent of Myanmar’s land area.

In their opinion: “The junta does not have effective control of Myanmar. It neither has full
control of the country’s territory nor of its people.

“It is unable to effectively administer the functions of government and shows no signs of
establishing a permanent order. The military’s strategy to gain control is focused on committing
mass atrocities and causing humanitarian suffering amongst the civilian population.”

The interview with Min Aung Hlaing was held in Russia where he is attending one of the only
regional summits the junta have been invited to. Recently, as international condemnation of
the Myanmar junta has increased, it has turned more towards Russia, one of the main suppliers
of arms to the junta, for diplomatic support.

https://mizzima.com/article/min-aung-hlaing-situation-under-control-and-elections-will-be-
held-next-year

Myanmar conflict under control, SAC chief says
PUBLISHED 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 | REF: THE STRAITS TIMES

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said the SAC had plenty of time to
restore order before next year's tentative elections. PHOTO: REUTERS

MOSCOW - The crisis in Myanmar is under control and the ruling
military will do all in its power to hold elections next year as planned,
provided the vote can be free from foreign interference, its leader

said.

Speaking to Russian news agency RIA in a rare interview published on Wednesday, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing said it was too soon to discuss postponing the elections, tentatively
slated for August next year, and the SAC still had plenty of time to restore order.

"We promised that we would hold elections in the near future, and we are trying with all our
might to fulfil this," Gen Min Aung Hlaing said, according to a Russian translation.

"In addition, elections must be held without external pressure, otherwise they will not be fair
and transparent. And we will carry out our own elections without external pressure."

Myanmar has been in turmoil since Gen Min Aung Hlaing led a military takeover in February
2021 against Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi's government, arresting its leadership and
detaining thousands of activists and protesters.
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Mass arrests, killings and allegations of systematic brutality by security forces have given rise to
an armed resistance movement that the SAC has struggled to put down.

The United Nations has accused the military of mass killings and crimes against humanity,
allegations it calls interference.

An analysis released on Monday by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, a group of
independent international experts, concluded that the military had stable control of just 17 per
cent of the country, with the rest contested or held by its opponents.

Gen Min Aung Hlaing, who is in Russia attending an economic summit, said Myanmar was in the
process of buying oil from Russia and paying in roubles, because it had difficulties using other
currencies.

The SAC has been barred from most regional summits and in its isolation has turned
increasingly towards Russia for diplomatic support and more military hardware.

He said his country and Russia both wanted peace and stability and said Western nations were
funding and arming "terrorists" in Myanmar, who he insisted were not gaining ground.

"The situation is under control. Last year, there were many more incidents, they were of a
greater magnitude. Since April of this year, their number and scale have been decreasing, albeit
gradually, but significantly," he said. REUTERS

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-conflict-under-control-sac-chief-says

SAC Chair invited investors to invest in Myanmar's oil and natural gas and mining sectors in
his speech at the EEF

PUBLISHED 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

Myanmar has invited to invest in its oil and natural gas
sector, mining sector, agriculture and livestock-based high-
value food production sector, energy sector, tourism sector
and garment sector, said Chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC) and Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing added the above in his
speech at the 7th Eastern Economic Forum-2022 (EEF) being held in Russia on September 7.

"I would like to invite all the businessmen who are attending the forum to make investment in
Myanmar's oil and natural gas sector, mining sector, agriculture and livestock-based high-value
food production sector, energy sector, tourism sector and garment sector, fuel storage tank
and other infrastructure development sector, rubber-based industrial manufacturing sector,
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renewable energy sector, science and technology sector, information and telecommunication
sector, health sector and banking and business sectors and garment sector. | would also like to
say that we are being provided many opportunities for other foreign trade," said Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing.

Regarding the oil and gas sector, 51 offshore oil blocks have been identified in Myanmar, and
natural gas has been found in 8 blocks and is being sold domestically and abroad, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing said.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing said, "Currently, more than two trillion cubic feet of natural gas
has been found in the Bay of Bengal, and it will soon be able to be produced commercially.
Similarly, a larger gas deposit has also been discovered. Therefore, in the next three years,
there will be more development of natural gas-based industries in Myanmar, so | would like to
invite all those who are interested in investment.”

In addition, the oil and natural gas reserves that have not yet been discovered in Myanmar,
many mineral products such as copper, iron and tin, said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

"There are still many undiscovered oil and gas reserves in Myanmar. Similarly, | would like to
say that there are many mineral products such as copper, iron and tin that can export to the
world market. Myanmar exports agricultural and fishery products to Russia, and in return,
fertilizers and fuel and other petroleum products are also being imported. If we can increase
cooperation between the two countries in those sectors, it will be more beneficial for both of
us," said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

Cooperation programs such as the 7th Eastern Economic Forum-2022, which is currently being
held, are supporting the strengthening of relations between friendly countries, making trade
and investment partnerships among the countries of the region and mutual engagement and
communication activities. The influence of western countries on the eastern region will be
resisted in the field of international relations, said Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/sac-chair-invited-investors-to-invest-in-myanmars-oil-and-
natural-gas-and-mining-sectors-in-his

If Ruble, Yuan and Rupee can be used instead of US dollars in world trade, the financial
bullying of big countries will be overcome: SAC Chair

PUBLISHED 8 SEPTEMBER 2022 | EMG

If the Ruble, Yuan and Rupee could be used instead of US dollars in the world trade, the
financial abuse of big countries would be overcome, said the chairman of the State
Administration Council (SAC) and Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.
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He added the above in his speech at the 7th Eastern Economic Forum 2022 being held in Russia
on September 7.

"Since various countries of the world are buying and importing food products that cannot be
produced domestically in the international market, it has been found that financial security is
influencing food security. Some big countries are using the US dollar as a weapon to trade
support materials, including fuel and fertilizers needed for agriculture, which is keys to food
security and is created in conjunction with financial security, so small countries are being
bullied by the US dollars of big countries. In economic matters, it is also found that the small
countries cannot go against the big countries. We, in the world trade, can use currencies like
Ruble, Yuan and Rupee instead of US dollars. In addition, the commodity exchange system can
replace the US dollars," said senior General Min Aung Hlaing.

He said that if they do the above, the small countries will be able to overcome the difficulties of
being bullied financially, and he would like to appeal to powerful friendly countries to help
solve the problem.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/if-ruble-yuan-and-rupee-can-be-used-instead-of-us-dollars-
in-world-trade-the-financial-bullying
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