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Resistance Groups Claim 34 Myanmar Junta Soldier Deaths

By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 September 2022

Resistance fighters from the Khin-U Support
Organization. / KSO

An estimated 34 Myanmar junta forces,
including a lieutenant colonel and two captains,
were reportedly killed in resistance ambushes
in Khin-U Township, Sagaing Region, on

Wednesday.

On Wednesday morning a shootout broke out in the township when five resistance groups
attacked around 50 regime troops and allied Pyu Saw Htee militia members attempting to raid
Shwegu Tae village, according to the groups.

The regime forces deployed at nearby Pyin Htaung village shelled Shwegu Tae in the morning.

In the shootout, more than 12 soldiers were killed and many others injured and they retreated
to Pyin Htuang carrying the bodies of the soldiers, the groups claimed.

In the evening another five resistance groups ambushed around 40 soldiers and an armored
vehicle on a bridge using 12 landmines, while there were heading to Pyin Htaung to remove the
dead and injured, said Khin-U Support Organization (KSO), a resistance group involved in the
attack.

Ten soldiers were killed in the ambush and three others were injured, KSO claimed. After the
ambush, the bodies of soldiers were taken away by motorbike.

On Thursday, Khin-U People’s Defense Alliance claimed the groups killed 34 regime soldiers,
including two captains, in the clashes.

It said the junta is reportedly planning to transport the dead and injured from Pyin Htaung using
helicopters.

The Irrawaddy was unable to independently confirm the casualty numbers.
It urged people to avoid junta checkpoints and stay at home to avoid being arrested.

Myanmar’s junta faces attacks from resistance groups and ethnic armed organizations across
the country nearly every day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/resistance-groups-claim-34-myanmar-junta-soldier-
deaths.html
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Myanmar military fires artillery at displaced persons camp in Sagaing
Two people were killed in the attack on a Myaung Township village hosting hundreds of IDPs

Maung Shwe Wah | Published on Sep 1, 2022

IDPs carry the bodies of the men killed after the shelling
(CDSOM)

Two civilians were killed and three more injured,
including a child, after a junta artillery shell hit an
internally displaced persons (IDP) camp in Sagaing
Region’s Myaung Township on Wednesday.

The Civil Defence and Security Organisation of Myaung
(CDSOM), a coalition of local resistance groups, claimed that junta forces had been aiming the
heavy weaponry at Zee Kyun village, where the camp is located, because they assumed guerrilla
fighters were sheltering there.

“There weren’t any battles taking place in the area but they fired the shells into the village
anyway. They targeted that village because it was housing IDPs,” CDSOM'’s information officer,
Nway Oo, said, referring to a village one mile away.

He identified the casualties as Khin Maung Oo, 42, and Kyaw Swar Thein, 30. A resident of Zee
Kyun, Khin Maung Oo had been volunteering by cooking food for the displaced people.

Photographs of the men’s bodies indicated that they had shrapnel wounds to their legs, arms
and chest.

Two women and an 8-year-old girl were also injured in the attack.
IDPs shelter in Myaung Township (CDSOM)

The shells were fired from Thanut Kone, one mile
away, while reinforcement troops were travelling
from that village to a junta-occupied police station
in Kyauk Yit, three miles north of Zee Kyun. Soldiers
had arrived at the station on August 25, prompting
some 700 residents from three villages—Kyauk Yit,
Thayet Thar and Bu Kaing—to flee their homes.

Some 200 sought shelter in the monastery in Zee Kyun.

“Even the local villagers were staying in the monastery at the center of the village [for safety],”
Nway Oo said. “The first shell fell near the village’s clinic and the other one fell right in the
center.”
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The junta forces that fired the shells had entered Myaung Township in five ferries across the
confluence of the Ayeyarwady and Chindwin rivers from Yesagyo, Magway Region, according to
local sources.

Locals said that the military took three villagers hostage from Thayet Thar, two of whom were
reportedly killed on August 24. Myanmar Now is still investigating the claim.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/myanmar-military-fires-artillery-at-displaced-
persons-camp-in-sagaing

Thousands flee homes in Kachin amid fighting between Myanmar forces, rebel army

The junta’s use of arson to clear villages has weakened support for the military regime, a
villager says.

Reported by RFA Burmese | 022.09.01

Burmese civilians who fled offensives by Myanmar junta
forces in Waingmaw township arrive in Sa Done village,
Mansi township, northern Myanmar's Kachin state, August
2022. Photo courtesy of a citizen journalist

More than 3,000 residents in Kachin state’s Waingmaw
township have fled their homes since early July to escape
heavy artillery and air strikes from Myanmar junta forces and affiliated militias trying to
dislodge an ethnic army fighting there, residents and rebel soldiers said.

The forces backing the ruling junta have attacked Kachin Independence Army (KIA) camps in
Waingmaw, Hpakant, Tanai, and Shwegu townships, sources told RFA Burmese.

“We’ve been on the defensive because the military is attacking our areas in a move to
expand their territory so that they can deploy the Shwe Min militias,” said KIA spokesman
Col. Nawbu.

“The same is happening in the Se Zin area [of Hpakant township], where there were also air
strikes,” he said. “We’re seeing more clashes in Kachin state where their militia groups are
present.”

Famous for its jade mines, Hpakant is one of the most heavily-armed townships in the state
and the scene of frequent clashes between the KIA and Myanmar military. It is close to the
border with Sagaing region, where resistance to junta forces is also robust.

Fighting between the two sides intensified on July 10 after the junta army and the Shwe Min
militia group attacked a camp near Nam Zaw Ran village in territory controlled by KIA
Battalion (3), which comprises Waingmaw township.
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The military used heavy artillery and air strikes as it clashed with a combined force of KIA
soldiers and anti-regime People’s Defense Force (PDF) units in Se Zin village on Aug. 8 and 9.

The fighting came in response to an attack by KIA and PDFs, who captured a military camp in
Se Zin and a pro-junta Shanni Nationalities army camp at a village in Homalin township.

Following the battle, junta soldiers set fire to over 400 houses, forcing more than 2,000
residents to flee.

A villager whose home was destroyed told RFA that the State Administration Council, the
formal name of the military regime, has lost support in the area because of the actions of its
troops.

“One thing is certain now. Even those who have been supporting the junta to this day have
lost their homes and are furious because of these acts,” said the resident who declined to be
identified for safety reasons.

“To say it frankly, there are no more ties with this junta,” he said. “As long as these people
are there, everyone will be susceptible to these fires. Not only in our region, but in all
regions.”

Villagers left homeless said it is not possible for them to return to their communities because
armed groups of men are coming and going all the time.

Nearly 120 residents of Waingmaw’s In Wan Kawng village have fled their homes since July
following clashes, locals said.

Heavy weaponry is 'only advantage'

Win Ye Tun, the junta’s spokesman in Kachin state, denied having knowledge about the
national army’s offensives there, though he said authorities continue to support civilians
from the SeZin area who are fleeing hostilities.

The state government has donated 10 million kyats (U.S. $4,700) for the internally displaced
persons and is planning to contribute more funding, he said.

“We are working together with the disaster management team and the social welfare team
to continue helping out children, the elderly, pregnant women and disabled people,” he said.

Naing Htoo Aung, secretary of the Ministry of Defense of the parallel National Unity
Government, told RFA that heavy weaponry is the main advantage of the junta forces.

“The junta’s current fighting power is dependent on its weapons,” he said. “The morale of its
troops is already very weak. Their only advantage is that they can use their weaponry, which
they have obtained with the country’s funds. They have only weapons power, which is why
they mainly carry out these aerial attacks.”
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Military troops and KIA soldiers engaged in at least 13 battles in Kachin state in July alone,
with about six of them air strikes, according to the Institute for Strategic and Policy Studies
of Myanmar (ISP-Myanmar), a domestic research and policy group.

The institute’s senior research officer, Kyaw Htet Aung, said the attacks may be aimed at
cutting off the connections between the KIA and the PDFs.

“They are launching offensives in cities, villages and townships all along the Mandalay and
Myitkyina railway line,” he said. “Though | said ‘offensives,” they are mostly providing
supporting fire with heavy weapons and air strikes to gain more control on the ground.”

Junta forces are patrolling KIA supply routes, including rail lines, to cut off the connections
between the army and the local PDFs in neighboring Sagaing region, Kyaw Htet Aung said.

Northwestern Myanmar’s Sagaing region has been a hotbed of resistance against the military
forces ever since they overthrew the elected government in a February 2021 coup.

There would be more civilian casualties and displaced civilians amid widespread conflicts if
the air strikes continued, he added.

From February 2021 until the end of this July, ISP has counted at least 191 battles in Kachin
state.

Before the coup, Kachin state had more than 160 internally displaced persons (IDP) camps
and nearly 150,000 civilian IDPs, according to Kachin-based organizations that work with
displaced residents. Hostilities since then have added over 10,000 more refugees.

Translated by Khin Maung Nyane for RFA Burmese. Written in English by Roseanne Gerin.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kachin-idps-09012022175929.html

PKPF: More than 320 civilians killed in Myanmar’s Kayah State since coup

The junta has been sending reinforcements to the eastern state over the past month.

By RFA Burmese | 2022.09.01

Residents of Daw Pa Par village in Kayah State’s
Loilenlay township take shelter after fleeing an
air raid on Aug. 9. Karenni Nationalities
Defense Force

Military forces have killed 322 civilians in
Kayah (Karenni) State in the 19 months since
the coup, according to the Progressive
Karenni People’s Force (PKPF).
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Among the dead, 261 were killed after being arrested by junta troops, while 61 died while
fleeing their homes, the PKPF said in a statement released Thursday. That represents an
increase of six deaths in custody and 23 people killed while trying to escape the fighting
since the PKPF’s last monthly report.

The PKPF also said junta forces arrested 161 people without cause in the past 19 months.

The military sent more than 400 soldiers, along with tanks and drones, to Demoso township
in Kayah State last month, provoking speculation that a major offensive would soon get
underway.

The PKPF said 454 battles broke out in the 19 months since the coup, and junta forces
carried out 158 airstrikes.

It said 151 members of People’s Defense Forces (PDFs) and 1,499 junta troops were killed in
the fighting.

Over the same period the group said 1,180 homes and 25 religious buildings were destroyed
by the military.

RFA has not been able to independently verify the figures.

State Administration Council spokesman Maj. Gen. Zaw Min Tun has previously said all the
deaths reported by the PKPF were of PDF members, not civilians.

Those who managed to escape the fighting and find shelter at Internally Displaced Persons
(IDP) camps are also suffering. Aid workers say deaths are increasing among the very young
and very old due to shortages of food and medicine.

Civil societies say as many as 210,000 people have become IDPs after fleeing Loikaw,
Demoso, Hpruso and Shadaw townships in Kayah State and Pekon and Moebye townships in
the southern part of Shan State since the coup on Feb. 1, 2021.

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/more-than-320-civilians-killed-
09012022062531.html

Nighttime curfew imposed in Kayin’s Kawkareik
PUBLISHED 1 SEPTEMBER 2022

KAYIN------ Kawkareik Township General Administration Department yesterday issued an order
saying that the department imposed nighttime curfew hours to between 6 p.m to 4a.m in
Kawkareik Township, Kayin State, due to the regional security condition.

In the past, the 10p.m to 4a.m curfew hours was in effective in Kayin State.
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The announcement also included that rallies and gatherings of more than five people, along
with motorized processions have been banned.

Moreover, Myawaddy, Kyaikmayaw, Kyarinseikgyi, Hpa-an and Hlaingbwe Townships in Kayin
State have been designated as the restricted areas.

The announcement reported that the Kawkayeik Township held the protests and then it carried
out destructive efforts since the beginning of February 8th of 2021. Moreover, the security
forces including police members and soldiers were attacked with heavy weapons in Kawkareik
Township on August 15th. In doing With the aim not to occur riots and conflicts in Kawkareik
Township, the authorities have imposed nighttime curfew hours to between 6pm to 4 am.

The Brigade-6 under the Kayen National Union-KNU and PDFs attacked the General
Administrative Office including Kawkareik District Police Office on August 15th. After the
attacks on the government buildings, the nighttime curfew hours to between 6pm to 4am has
been increased.

https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/nighttime-curfew-imposed-in-kayins-kawkareik

Arakan Army Kills 19 Myanmar Junta Police
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 September 2022

Nineteen Myanmar junta police officers were reportedly killed on Wednesday when the Arakan
Army (AA) seized an outpost in Maungdaw Township near the Bangladesh border in northern
Rakhine State.

The AA said in a statement that the seizure was in response to the shelling of civilians in Mrauk-
U Township on Sunday.

On Sunday, three battalions based in the township and other regime forces bombed seven
villages.

The bodies of junta police officers killed by the
Arakan Army in Maungdaw Township, Rakhine
State, on Wednesday. / Arakan Army

Three Rakhine civilians, Mg Myat Thu, five, U Hlat
Thein, 38, and Daw Aye Nu Yin, 69, were killed and
nine others wounded.

The AA said it also seized an army border base on

o 31 B3005 05+ &-0b 0508 88038 (go] 1288103059 .
SUMEER S L ke Wednesday after a fierce clash.
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It submitted a photo of the dead police officers, claiming that 19 personnel were killed,
including Captain Soe Soe Paing, and a sergeant was seriously wounded. The AA said its troops
suffered some casualties.

The group said it found many buried bodies of soldiers at the army base who were killed during
recent fighting.

The Irrawaddy could not independently verify the reports.

Since August 2 fighting has occurred in the area and neighboring Paletwa Township, Chin State,
after the AA attacks along the border.

Around six army border bases have been firing numerous shells after being attacked by the AA.
Fighter jets and helicopters have also been deployed.

On Wednesday, 10 regime soldiers were reportedly killed by the AA near Myeik Wa village in
Paletwa Township, the armed group claimed.

The junta faces attacks and ambushes from resistance forces across the country nearly every
day.

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/arakan-army-kills-19-myanmar-junta-police.html

AA kills 19 in assault on Myanmar junta base near Bangladesh border

The group said the attack was carried out to avenge the recent killing of civilians by Myanmar
army shelling

Myanmar Now | Published on Sep 1, 2022

Weapons and ammunition seized from a Myanmar junta
base near the Bangladesh border on August 31 (AA)

The Arakan Army (AA) said it overran a junta base in
northern Rakhine State’s Maungdaw Township on
Wednesday, killing 19 regime troops and capturing one

In a statement, the group said that it attacked the base
near Milestone 40 on the Myanmar-Bangladesh border
early Wednesday morning and had taken full control of it by 9am.

Thet Ko Oo, a junta lance corporal, was wounded and captured and 19 others, including a police
lieutenant named Soe Soe Paing, were killed, the statement said.

Military equipment was also seized in the attack, it added.
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The AA said it lost several of its own members in the ensuing clash, but did not provide exact
casualty figures. It also claimed to have found a number of bodies buried within the base
compound.

According to the statement, the assault was carried out to avenge the deaths of several
civilians, including a four-year-old child, killed by army shelling in Mrauk-U Township on Sunday.

In recent weeks, the military has used both airstrikes and heavy artillery against AA forces in
northern Rakhine and southern Chin states, as hostilities between the two sides continue to
escalate.

The AA estimates that junta troops stationed in Maungdaw Township, including those at
milestones 34 and 38 of the border and in the villages of Hka Maung Seik and Kyein Chaung,
have been firing 300-400 heavy artillery shells every day since the fighting started.

A clash that broke out on Tuesday evening near the village of Ma Nyin Taung in Rathedaung
Township reportedly resulted in casualties on both sides.

Fighting was also reported near the village of Myeik Wa in southern Chin State’s Paletwa
Township on Wednesday afternoon, resulting in the death of 10 junta personnel.

https://www.myanmar-now.org/en/news/aa-kills-19-in-assault-on-myanmar-junta-base-near-
bangladesh-border

Myanmar Junta Chief Met Ex-President and Former Dictator: What Did They Discuss?
By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 September 2022

Junta leader Min Aung Hlaing (left), ex-president U
Thein Sein (center) and former dictator Than Shwe.

Junta chief Senior General Min Aung Hlaing met
former dictator Senior General Than Shwe more than
once before extending military rule on August 1.

Former general and president U Thein Sein was reportedly also present at those meetings. U
Thein Sein was handpicked by Than Shwe to serve as Myanmar’s president from 2010-2015, as
the country underwent the transition from military rule to democracy under the army-drafted
2008 Constitution. Min Aung Hlaing was handpicked by Than Shwe to succeed him as the
commander-in-chief of the military.

Than Shwe oversaw the previous military regime’s policies on how to respond to international
pressure and sanctions, how to handle Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and how to legitimize the role of
the Myanmar military via its proxy Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) to ensure
the military’s continued role in politics.
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What the junta chief and his mentor discussed at their meetings remains unclear, but it seems
certain that Min Aung Hlaing was picking Than Shwe’s brain for advice.

Disdain for the United Nations

Eager for legitimacy, Min Aung Hlaing has been only too happy to receive international
dignitaries, welcoming them at the Presidential Residence in the capital Naypyitaw, which has
been used by successive Myanmar presidents to greet international diplomats since 2011. Even
ex-diplomat Bill Richardson, who now holds no official position in the United States
government, was received there last November.

But things were different when United Nations (UN) Special Envoy on Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer visited Naypyitaw in August for the first time since her appointment last year. She
received a low-grade reception from Min Aung Hlaing, who apparently took his cue from his
predecessor Than Shwe in demonstrating his complete disdain for the UN’s efforts on
Myanmar.

At the same time, Min Aung Hlaing’s regime has needled the West by cementing ties with
Russia, which holds a veto on the UN Security Council.

After Russia’s foreign minister Sergei Lavrov visited Naypyitaw in early August, deputy military
chief Vice-Senior General Soe Win and Chief of the General Staff (Army, Navy and Air) General
Maung Maung Aye flew to Moscow. Min Aung Hlaing is soon expected to make his third visit to
Russia since last year’s coup.

In another slap in the UN’s face, the military regime sentenced ousted civilian leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi to six more years in jail in August, despite the UN’s repeated calls to meet with her.

Using Suu Kyi to ease international pressure on the regime

No foreign diplomat has been allowed to meet Suu Kyi since the military takeover. However,
junta spokesperson Major General Zaw Min Tun said in July “that nothing is impossible in
politics”, when asked about the possibility of dialogue between the regime and Suu Kyi.

Considering Min Aung Hlaing’s loathing for the ousted State Counselor and his lack of political
vision, it is difficult to believe that the junta boss will hold talks with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

But he may well take inspiration from his mentor Than Shwe’s playbook and allow her to meet
international envoys in an attempt to ease international pressure on his regime. When Than
Shwe led the previous junta, he allowed some international envoys to meet Suu Kyi, but those
meetings never resulted in any action or breakthroughs.

Allowing Suu Kyi to meet international envoys in the current circumstances is also highly
unlikely to result in any progress, but it will make headlines in the international press and give
the impression that the junta is open to negotiations.

Page 11 of 42



A new USDP chief?

U Khin Yi was recently removed as the junta’s Ministry of Immigration and Population, a
position crucial for preparing voter lists for the election the regime wants to hold next year and
for planning the next national census in 2024.

Former police chief U Khin Yi also headed the immigration ministry under U Thein Sein and
oversaw the 2014 census. Many believe his demotion from the position last month is to allow
him to focus on his duties as a vice-chair of the USDP.

Min Aung Hlaing is believed to be concerned that factionalism in the USDP may prevent it from
performing well in the proposed 2023 election. U Khin Yi is thought to have been tasked with
unifying the party ahead of the poll, which will be crucial for the regime’s efforts to maintain its
grip on power.

Many observers believe that this idea does not come from the dumb head of Min Aung Hlaing,
but from Than Shwe.

One general who served under Than Shwe said that the former dictator still has a strong
attachment to the USDP, which he founded. Than Shwe’s followers from the USDP are more
frequent visitors to his villa in Naypyitaw than current members of the military.

“U Thein Sein was also invited to the meetings with Min Aung Hlaing, perhaps because [Than
Shwe] wants to give him a role in reviving the party,” said the general.

Coup leader following Than Shwe’s playbook

It is fair to say that Than Shwe did his best to make people forget his sins by using the 2008
Constitution and 2010 general election as his exit strategy.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing may follow his predecessor’s example and try and use the 2008
constitution and next year’s election to free himself from the ongoing political turmoil. He has
been chasing the dream of becoming president, and many believe that he wants to use the
2023 election to achieve his dream. During his meeting in August with UN envoy Noeleen
Heyzer, Min Aung Hlaing told her that whoever becomes president after the 2023 poll will rule
Myanmar for the next ten years.

However, it will not be as easy for Min Aung Hlaing to evade prosecution as it was for Than
Shwe. The junta chief is hated nationwide and also faces the International Court of Justice’s
genocide trial for overseeing the military’s clearance operations against the Rohingya in 2017.

Min Aung Hlaing may already be worried about the possible punishment he might have to face
once he has to let go his grip on power, said a political observer.

“Although both Than Shwe and Min Aung Hlaing are military dictators, Min Aung Hlaing might
not be able to escape with impunity like Than Shwe did,” he added.
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https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-junta-chief-met-ex-president-and-former-
dictator-what-did-they-discuss.html

Myanmar Central Bank’s New Leadership, Policies Unlikely to Improve Battered Financial
Sector

By THE IRRAWADDY | 1 September 2022

The junta’s recent reshuffle of the Central Bank of Myanmar (CBM)’s leadership seems unlikely
to improve the country’s battered financial sector, which is reeling as a result of numerous
missteps by the bank that have only aggravated the problems facing businesspeople amid the
downward economic spiral sparked by last year’s military coup.

In a shakeup this month, CBM governor U Than Nyein and vice-governor U Win Thaw lost their
jobs, while vice-governor Daw Than Than Swe was promoted to governor. Daw Than Than Swe
was shot in April by anti-coup resistance fighters at her house in Yangon’s Bahan Township.

Newly retired Major General Zaw Myint Naing was named as one of the bank’s three vice-
governors. He was serving as a director of the Accounts Department at the Ministry of Defense
when he was ordered to retire from the Myanmar military to join the CBM.

The value of the Myanmar currency, the kyat (MMK), has declined since the military takeover.
Faced with a shortage of foreign currency, the regime has exerted greater control over the CBM
since April in an effort to try to shore up the deteriorating financial situation. It has imposed
various measures including restrictions on foreign exchange rates and several monetary
regulatory changes. The recent CBM reshuffle is believed to be an effort to cool inflation.

However, since the shakeup, the value of the MMK against the US dollar has decreased on a
daily basis. Despite the regime setting the official MMK-USD exchange rate at 2,100 per dollar,
it hit a record low of 4,200 in unofficial trading on Wednesday, compared to around 2,050 in
April.

The daily devaluation of the local currency is a big blow for import-dependent Myanmar,
prompting serious hardships for the public, who are now facing fuel shortages as well as
skyrocketing commodity prices.

On Wednesday, the CBM said without elaboration that it would “provide more than US$200
million through the foreign exchange market” to cool down the increasing prices caused by fuel
shortages.

Banking experts and businesspeople cast doubt on the new CBM leadership. Some who know
new Governor Daw Than Than Swe said she has neither the ability nor the expertise to lead
such an important body in addressing the current challenges.
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“She will just become another puppet [like her predecessor] who will say ‘yes’ to everything the
junta orders her to do,” said a former chief operations officer of one of the country’s biggest
private banks.

Prior to the appointment of ex-Maj-Gen Zaw Myint Naing as one of the CBM’s vice-
governors, the regime transferred six lieutenant colonels to the CBM as deputy directors.

A banking expert at the CBM told The Irrawaddy on condition of anonymity that placing former
military officers in important roles at the central bank is another way for the military council to
take full control of the whole system.

“Throughout the history of the age of dictators in Myanmar, the military has always made the
mistake of thinking that it can address all issues in different sectors,” he said, referring to the
successive military regimes that ruled the country from 1962 to 1988 and from 1988 to 2011.

Following the coup in 1962, Myanmar, once the most developed economy in Southeast Asia,
began a steady decline due to the generals’ mismanagement. In 1987, it was listed as a Least
Developed Country (LCD).

“During the decades of military rule in the past, it proved that the military’s actions didn’t work
at all, since they were not the right men in the right place,” said the former CBM official.

Unstable polices

At the same time, businesspeople say they are facing ever greater difficulty in doing business,
with the CBM’s frequent policy changes being one of the key factors in the crisis.

Whenever the CBM makes a policy change, they say, the business community must adjust to
the new rule. Just as they are getting accustomed to the first instruction or policy, the CBM
announces a new instruction or policy, creating fresh hardships for businesses, which have to
think of another way to cope with it.

In April, the CBM seized foreign currencies in the country, ordering that foreign exchange
earned by locals be converted into the MMK at the official rate of 1,850 kyats within one
working day. At the time, the rate was around 2,050 in the market, so exporters and foreign
currency account holders were hurt by the new policy.

On Aug. 7, the CBM increased its fixed exchange rate to 2,100 kyats. However, this led to an
increase in the prices of fuel that Myanmar has to import. Meanwhile, the prices of all
necessities, goods, commodities, medicines and all the other things the people need in their
everyday lives have gone up too.

“It would be helpful if they could at least keep their policies stable. Then, perhaps we could find
ways of coping with the new rules. Otherwise, things just get worse,” said real estate
businessman U Tun Tun, using a pseudonym for security reasons.
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Ma Zar Zar is a logistics start-up owner in Yangon. Her company was established in 2019, and
her clients are exporters and importers.

However, since the CBM announced the fixed foreign-exchange rate in April and ordered the
conversion of foreign-exchange earnings at the official rate, most of her clients have gone out
of business, as the previous export-import deals they made were lost. The price difference
between the official and market rates hurt them badly.

“Even last year, business was very slow, but we were able to move forward bit by bit. But this
year, we are simply losing ground. Now, most businesses like ours are going into survival
mode,” said Ma Zar Zar.

When asked what he thought of the CBM’s management of the country’s financial sector so far,
the central bank official said: “If we look into the chaotic current situation of the financial
sector, it is apparent that the instructions and policies of the junta’s CBM are not really
working.”

https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-central-banks-new-leadership-policies-
unlikely-to-improve-battered-financial-sector.html

Myanmar reimposes visa-free policy for nationals of 8 ASEAN countries
Source: Xinhua| 2022-09-01

YANGON, Aug. 31 (Xinhua) -- Myanmar reimposed a visa-free visit policy for citizens of eight
ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations) member countries, according to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Wednesday.

The ministry said in a statement that diplomatic passport holders, official/service passport holders and
ordinary passport holders from the Philippines, Cambodia, Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Laos,
Vietnam and Brunei are allowed to enter the country visa-free starting from Thursday.

While visiting the country, citizens from the eight ASEAN countries are required to abide by the rules
included in the bilateral visa-free agreements and the health guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20220901/8605ca24639e4851ab59504d34b40c08/c.html

UN pursuing ‘Mission Impossible’ negotiating peace with the Myanmar junta

By Mizzima Editorial | 01 September 2022

The United Nations Special Envoy’s recent visit to Myanmar is part of a process that the UN feels its
representatives need to go through in attempts to reason with the Myanmar military generals who
illegally grabbed power in a coup in February 2021.
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United Nations' new special envoy for Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer (L) talking with Myanmar military chief and
Chairman of the State Administration Council Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing (R) during their meeting in
Naypyitaw, Myanmar, 17 August 2022. Photo: MNA

But what is clear, as can be seen in our cover story for
: - &+ Mizzima Weekly this week, is that junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing is spinning the UN envoy around his little finger.

UN Special Envoy Noeleen Heyzer would like to think she came with the weight of the UN
nation states behind her. Yet the reality is the senior general sought fit to publicly criticize and
dismiss the UN’s peace mission and engage in superficial chit-chat.

The world needs to face facts. From day one, the Myanmar military regime has been
attempting to deceive the international community including the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and United Nations and the meeting with the UN Special Envoy was its
latest chance to “show off” on the international stage.

No doubt — according to the press release issued by the UN Special Envoy’s office — Ms Heyzer
thought she was bringing up and saying the right things, calling for peace, dialogue and a return
to democracy, all on the face of it appearing desirable. But she is dealing with a brutal regime
that has demonstrated it has no morals and is adept at trying to spin the type of lies that would
embarrass a ten-year-old.

The people of Myanmar do not trust the regime at all. Period. They do not believe the UN, or
ASEAN for that matter, will be able to achieve anything good for them.

The regime used the meeting as a photo opportunity, and put out their own spin, claiming they
were pursuing peace and seeking to adhere to a democratic process — despite the fact that they
have castrated the country’s leading political party, the National League for Democracy (NLD),
and incarcerated its leader, Aung San Suu Kyi.

The people of Myanmar can see through the charade. They understand the brutality of the
regime with their scorched-earth policies running rampant in Myanmar’s heartland, its jailing
and torture of political opponents, and its execution of political activists on death row. This
pattern did not start 18

months ago, following the coup. It started 60 years ago when General Ne Win and his soldiers
trampled on the people’s democratic dream.

The people of Myanmar know they have to defeat the regime using all means possible, once
and for all, with or without the support of the UN, ASEAN or the international community. They
have no other choice.
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And they recognize — judging from the comments on social media — that the UN Special Envoy is
pursuing “Mission Impossible” trying to squeeze a peace deal out of the Myanmar generals.

This is a war for the heart of Myanmar. And, judging by the views many of the people, this is do
or die.

https://mizzima.com/article/un-pursuing-mission-impossible-negotiating-peace-myanmar-
junta
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